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Oo, .Preach the Gospel. Mark xvi. 15. 

Uowr ■ball they pkeacu except they be sent?., ./fom. x. 15. 

T#l. IX. MAY 1, 1836. N«. 1. 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 

Wi commence another volume of the •* Home Missionary" with unfeigned 
gratitude to God for the accumulated evidences which have reached us of the 
usefulness of this humble Periodical. «*With that which comelh on us daily, 
the care of all the churches" which have sought the aid of the Society, (nearly 
one thousand in number, annually, at the present time,) it has not been in our 
power to make this work, in all respects, what we have desired. Its numerous 
readers, however, can testify that its pages have not been destitute of interest. 
It has gathered its materials from original sources, and spread before the public 
a vast amount of useful information, and of stirring incidents, which have done 
much to awaken the interest, and enlist the sympathies of the different and dis- 
tant portions of the church, in the blessings and the necessities of each other. 
It has thus been an efficient agent for the cause of Home Missions, while the 
spirit of its communications has been such, as to commend and promote the 
general cause of Christian benevolence. 

During the last year, the correspondence and operations of the Society have 
been extended to several new fields of peculiar interest and importance. A 
door of access has been opened to the German population of our own country, 
by the proflbrred co-operation of our brethren of both the German Reformed and 
Lutheran churches, and more recently our attention has been invited, in a most 
interesting manner, to the condition of the evangelical churches of France. 
These new and promising fields of enterprise have added much to the variety of 
our periodical intelligenee, and from the articles which we have already published 
in regard to them, our reader^ may anticipate, in some degree, the interest with 
which they will receive the future dovelopements of their condition and wants. 
The field, too, in our own country, and the adjoining Territories, is ever widen- 
ing and ever new. The increase of our population and the extension of our 
frontier settlements are so rapid, that the intelligence of every month is suited 
to instruct the most enlightened, to animate the most awakened, and to impress 
upon all a deeper sense of the immense importance and magnitude of the work 
before us. 

With this increasing variety of materials furnished in the correspondence of 
the Society, it will be our endeavour to make the Home J^Usionary worthy of a 
patronage far more extensive than it has ever yet received. Pledging this endea- 
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votrt, we commend its future numbers to the diligent perusal of the friends of the 
cause which it professes to serve. Whatever may be its deficiencies in other 
lespects, i£ has this merit, at least, that its intelligence is original, and is gather- 
ed from a field, which, both in itself and in its relations, is second in interest and 
importance to bo other o» the face of the glober 



CORRESPONDENCE OF THE A. H. M, S. 



OERMAN CHABMrrEAISTlCSr 

JL4tUrfrom Rev. Dr. Raueh, on the character, «#- 
eestities, and protpecU of the Oermuns in the 
United States. JVp. ri. 

Mercersburg, April, 18^. 

Rev. and dear sir, — Though some of 
my former letters represent the work 
Mnongthe western Germans comparative. 
J^ eai^, I am well aware of some great 
difficulties; which I beg leare to mention 
in my present letter. I introduce this 
subject, bj adverting to the motives which 
induct Germans to emigrate to this coun^ 
try. 

It cannot have escapedyour notice, that 
the tide of emigration has been increasing 
ever since 1831. The three days revolu- 
tion in France, on its march through Bel- 
gium to Poland ,touched also Germany, 
^ and love of liberty has since induced 
many to wander out into the present home 
ef freedom and equality. Within nine or 
ten yeurs the beautiful valley of the Mis. 
■issippi has become known to Germans, 
its delightful prairies, fertilizing rivers, 
viob 8oH and primeval wood». Letters 
were received from individuals,^ who had 
■ettled themselves near the mouth of the 
Missouri, representing the country to be 
a paradise; they produced so strong and 
general an excitement, that even ladies 
and gentlemen ef high cultivation resolved 
to exchange an artificial and commodious 
Kfe, for one nearer the bosom ofso charm- 
ing a nature,to enjoy there perfect freedom, 
and devote themselves to a life of agricul. 
ture. Most of them emigrated in large 
r uaociations, with the intention of fonn- 
ing dose settlements. But all, except onor 
finked together by family connexion^ were 
dissolved before they reached land, or soon 
after, and only a few families reached the 
place of their original destination. The 
rest wore dispersed through the immense 
Missisaippi valley. Of this cast, are a 
great number of the Grermansin Arkansas, 
Missouri aod IlFinois. 

Others emigrate without having any 



distinct expectation, but following the tid« 
that bears their friends, their relatives or 
their acquaintances to America, as birds 
are carried along in flocks, by the warn* 
atmosphere of spring. By far the greater • 
number, however, emigrate from a desire I 
to gather wealth, or gain un employ mentr 
Germany, overflowing with inhabitants, 
unlike England and France, has to sub. 
sist principally upon the productions of a 
soil, very inadequate in its fertility. It» 
commerce,not very important at any time, 
has especially within the last few years 
been paralized by a mest selflsh and un* 
wise establishment of duties. Every 
branch of business, every profession, i» 
occupied ; every original property is divr- 
ded and subdivided ; every o^e has ite 
occupant, every piece of soil its master, 
and its tenant. Under such circumstanw 
ces, not only the poor, who gain a subsist, 
ence by daily labour, but also the more 
wealthy farmer, oppressed by high taxes; 
the merchant, whose commerce is obstruct, 
ed, the learned who has spent bis proper. 
ty on his education, and has been waiting 
from year to year, for an appointment, in 
short, all that want a field for action, or 
desire wealth, feel themselves attracted by 
America. The Germans, besides this, are 
fond of farming, and the West oflfersthem 
a full opportunity for it. Whilst the Swisw 
looks with delight upon the sunny high, 
land. prairies, so fit for rearing a stock of 
fine cattle, the rich and well watered val- 
leys of the West, are smiling landscapes to^ 
a German. ^ 

Merely on account of its singularity, !/ 
would mention the recent emigration of 
a large society. The constantly increas- 
ing attention of foreign countries to Ger- 
man literature, manifested by transla. 
ting German works, frequently German 
schools and universitiesj etc^ made the 
Germans sensible, that they, besides ** the 
air and the imagination with wjti'ich to sail 
in it," assigned to them by one of their 
poets, as their only domain, possessed 
something more palpable, a national cha- , 
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racter, of which thejrmtght justly be proud. 
To this they became a^ached in proper, 
tion as their consciousness of it increased. 
Some few individuals advanced the idea 
of transplanting this national character 
on the free soil of America. The plan, 
at first a matter of discussiouibecame popu. 
lar, and a number of the most select fami^ 
lies, bound together by one great idea, 
came over in 1834, in two vessels. The 
plan, nevertheless, proved to be cbimeri. 
cal ; the society, destined for Arkansas, 
was dissolved before landing, and the in- 
dividuals composing it, enriched principal. 

I ly Missouri. Germany was looking anz. 

* iously upon the success of this society : its 
dissolution, and especially. the failure to 
realize an idea^ that had become so plea, 
sing to many, will no doubt cool a little, 
th& great desire of emigrating. 

If we look back upon the first settlers 
of New.England, we shall find their mo- 
tives in coming to this country were en. 
tirely different from those of the present 
Germans. Those left Europe, because 
their pure and ascetic Christianity was too 
strongly opposed by the worldly, and they 
came to America with a desire to worship 
their God in peace. This noble and de. 
voted spirit has descended to their chil. 
dren, and hence we see churches and in. 
stitutions spring up among them, as if by 
enchantment ; hence we see benevolent 
and missionary societies flourish among 
them. Tlie Germans, on the other hand, 
with some noble exceptione, when coming 
to us, are absorbed by the idea of acqui- 
ring riches, and this desire is likewise in. 
herited by their children, and growing 
with them, frequently shows itself in all 
its odioueness, as parsimony, avarice, etc. 
For this very reason it becomes highly 
necessary, difiicult though it may be, to 
welcome these emigrants when they first 
arrive on our shores, with the Gospel in 
the hand. 

What is their situation^ when they set 
their feet on American soil? 

At first, lost in amazement at an activi- 
ty and life, of which many before had 
scarcely an idea, and at the contrast of 
every custom and habit with their own, 
their attention is soon recalled to them, 
sclvesby the feeling of their insulated situ- 
ation. Excluded by their language and 
national peculiarities from all those gene- 
ral interests, which enlarge our views,, 
elevate our mind, and in some measure 
deliver us from a constant reflection on 
ourselves ; left to themselves in every re- 
spect, {sibi quisque consulat is indeed pro- 
verbi&l among us,) nothing remains for 



them but to ooncentrate all their wislles, 
desires, and endeavours upon themselves, 
as the only centre, around which their ex. 
istence turns. Thus selfishness is nour. 
ished and will be increased in proportion 
as their views become narrower, their 
minds more, contracted ; and whilst all 
strive for wealth and for money, they will 
at least in this point not sufler themselves 
to bo outdone. 

There is a truth, which in the mouth of 
a German, will, I trust, be less offensive 
than if expressed by one of another na- 
tion. 7'he German^ when rich, is fre^ 
quently less liberal than the Englishman 
or the Frenchman, The Frenchman, as 
indicated by his language,avotr lajouisance^ 
will enjoy his possessions and use his 
riches as means for aa easy and conve- 
nient life Hence he attaches but rarely 
his whole soul to wealth, not considering 
it as the main purpose of his life, l^ive 
la bagutelle J The American, whose ele. 
ment is liberty, desires an independent 
fortune^ or, iu other words, in the same 
degree that he dislikes to be solicitous for 
the favour of any one, ho dislikes to bo the 
servant of the necessities of his life, and te 
labour constantly for their satisfaction. No 
sooner has he sufficient wealth to live 
genteely upon, than he retires from bu- 
siness. His love of property is joined to 
that of independence, and by the latter i^ 
is greatly ennobled. The Germanseesiji 
wealth power; his language identifies the 
two ideas, calling the former a power by 
WAy of eminence, (Vermoegen power, or 
Reichthum from »'to reign,") his love of 
money is absorbed by ambition or ^ir^ 
for influence. 

Tiie difi^rent modes in which nations 
gain their wealth, will likewise influence 
the value they place upon it. The Ame- 
rican, averse to all severe labour and such 
as can be done by machinery, tries a more 
intellectual way of making his fortune. 
Large speculations, extensive commerce 
with foreign nations, give him knowledge 
of men and of the world, cariy his views 
beyond the little spot on which he is bom, 
and render him generous, whilst the ease 
witii which he makes money, renders him 
liberal. The German strives for wealth 
on a more solid ground ; he addrebses 
hims^f to nature; he gains usually no 
more than his labour is worth, and conse* 
quently will value his gains more highly. 
His life is simple, his desires can be satis- 
fied at a small expense. Thus almost eve- 
ry thing is calculated to lead him to a 
mistaken view of money and its relative 
value.. Easily, the/afore, may the inclina- 
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lion to posseision assume with him the 
character of a passion, excluding every 
noble desire and emotion ; of a passion, 
which, cool and deliberate, and unlike most 
other peisslons, increases in proportion as 
the fire of youth and of the imagination, 
or of noble pursuits, decreases, or in pro- 
portion as intelligence is absent. 

From this dangtr the German emi. 
grants must and can be rescued. They 
must, for the sake of their own welfare 
and that of the state of which they will 
become members. They can — I have seen 
Germans both here and in Europe as lib. 
eral as Americans of English extraction, 
and these were not a few only by way of 
exception, but whole communities. But 
it is pre-eminently the Christian who de- 
lights in giving as well as in receivings 
that considers property his own, but him- 
self the Lord's, who gave the original title 
for acquiring and possessing property, not 
with a design to strengthen our selfish- 
ness, by permitting us to seize in our ego. 
tism all we can lay our hands upon, and 
say, " all this is mine," but that the place 
of the original harmony, destroyed by the 
fell, might be in some degree supplied by 
mutual rights and duties, which might 
teach man to bridle his selfish will, by 
learning to say, ** this is not mine, and 
all that is mine is God's, whose steward 
I am.*' Most of the Germans, though 
poor, will soon by diligence and economy 
become wealthy. This very contrast may 
prove dangerous for them. Let us not 
therefore suffer them to become indifferent 
to religion, but endeavour to preserve or 
make them good Christians, inculcate cor. 
rect ideas of property, and we may then 
■afoly expect, that with Ihe blessing of 
God they will become good citizens, and 
promoters of every seligious and political 
improvement. 

The difficulties to be encountered are 
not small. Whilst the wealthier move 
directly onward to the farthest West, and 
whilst thoir diispersion over a large sec. 
tion of country, frequently makes it diffi. 
cult to unite them in churches, the poor, 
unable to bear the expenses of a long 
journey in addition to that of a voyago, or 
to purchase land, remain in towns and 
cities along the road. Among these, mis. 
sionary efforts would be most successful 
and most necessary, since many of them, 
coming from the country, live for the first 
time in large towns and cities, and are 
most exposed to the alluirements of vice. 
But at first they cannot pay towards the 
support of ministers, and when their cir. 
cumstances improve, they likewise go in 
search of farms, and, like the rest, live 



dispersed. Thus it is made difficult for 
European ministers to break the bread of 
life to them. Such ministers usually prefer 
preaching among Pennsylvania Germans, 
though they are obliged to labour hard, 
that their language and their manner of 
preaching may become acceptable to 
them. 

On the other hand, if Americans shoald 
resolve to labour among the emigrants, 
they again would find it difficult on their 
part to become useful to them. Though 
the German has a peculiar talent for ac- 
quiring a foreign language, it cannot be 
expected that those, whose time must be 
spent in making a livelihood, and whose 
memory is less tenacious from age, should 
attain at such a knowledge of the Eng- 
lish as to be benefited by divine service in 
it. Every one prefers, besides, praying in 
his mother tongue. It is indeed highly 
desirable, that all should learn the English, 
yet this design is to be carried out eau- 
tiously Bind by such as are favourable to 
the German literature and language, since 
the Germans are on this point extremely 
jealous. Whilst, therefore, the plan of 
Americanizing the Germans is to be rea. 
lized principally in the youth, and by good 
schools, under the superintendence of 
faithful missionaries, the parents must be 
provided for with worship in their own 
language. But this language is difficult 
to be acquired by a foreigner to such a 
degree as to please those in a public dis- 
course, who, poor as they may be, have 
nevertheless been accustomed to preach- 
ing in classical German, since all German 
ministers are in this respect equal in their 
attainments. 

I subjoin a few more remarks, that may 
be useful to the stranger, who wishes to 
approach the Germans, the neglect of 
which might impede missionary efforts. 
The Germans will be more profited by 
calm reasoning than by excitement ; they 
must be convinced rather than persuaded. 
They are willing to accept every truth if 
proved from Scripture, and the more the 
sermon is, as it were, a fragment of the 
Bible, the more sure will be its effect. 
Proverbs living in the mouth of the na- 
tion, bring a truth of our religion more 
readily home to their bosom and business, 
than perhaps a long discourse, and have 
been made use of by all the most popular 
preachers. '* The nearer to heaven, the 
steeper the path," explains at once the 
experience, that old ago is frequently 
burthened with misery. Hymns, of which 
they commit a great number to memory 
during their youth, are likewise an excel- 
lent means to work upon them, aa will 
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appear from some facts, alluded to in a 
former letter, and also from the fact, that 
all without exception sing before and af. 
ter sermon. Haying been alwajs accus- 
tomed to sermons delivered without notes, 
it is particularly disagreeable to them to 
hear one read. The religious instruction 
of European Germans in school being 
very thorough, it is the aim of the sermcn 
to lead them to a deeper knowledge of the 
Christian doctrines in their connexion 
with Christian ethics. For this reason 
the topics are as various as the affairs of 
lif«, all of which tfaey are solicitous to 
view in the light of religion. There is a 
slight difference between American and 
German preaching, which has frequently 
struck me, though I never could succeed 
in becoming entirely conscious of its pre- 
cise nature. I know from frequent inter- 
course, that to the less cultivated Grerman 
every novelty in matters of religion is 
disagreeable. The pious Germans agree 
with the pious Americans entirely on the 
depravity of man, his inability, on the . 
only way of salvation through Christ, on 
the eternal punishment of the impenitent, 
etc. Yet they do not dwell 90 much on 
the more gloomy side of religion, on the 
wrath of God, on the anguish of the sin- 
ner, on the pain and agony of our dying 
Saviour, as necessary to appease his 
Father's irraM, etc. ; but in general speak 
more of the divine love, of the joy and 
happiness of believers, ef the resurrection 
of Christ, as the seal and fulfilment of the 
atonement ; and in speaking of the latter 
they desire more to exhibit in all its beauty 
the love of Christ, from which he freely 
Buffered for us, than the agony and blood, 
the result of that admirable love. It must 
not, however, be inferred here, that they 
are averse to looking on the sterner side 
of religion ; they only dislike to produce, 
as far as depends on their representation,, 
love to Christ, by exciting fear. This 
seems so entirely national, that at all times, 
except a short period, their doctrines have 
been based principally on John iii.l6, and 
2 Cor. V. 19. That it has been a principal 
endeavour to establish the necessity of a 
reconciliation only on the side of man, 
the enemy of his Creator, and to show 
that God*s wrath is merely the zeal and 
earnest of his love, which excludes from 
it and condemns what is not of its own 
natujre, as light excludes darkness; that 
consequently love and wrath are not in 
opposition to each other, needing to be 
reconciled, but are in their nature the 
same, existing in the twofold form of 
justice and grace. It is my duty to state 
to you things as they are, and I would 



say, represent to a German the wrath of 
God in opposition to his love, and you 
have done all in your power to banish 
him for ever from your preaching. 

In concluding this letter, I take the li- 
berty of requesting your attention, dear 
sir, to the peculiar danger to which the 
German Protestants are exposed on their 
arrival to this country from German Cath- 
olicism. The term German Catholicism 
sounds scarcely less strange than Catholic 
Protestantism, But still it is correct. 
The Roman Catholic church distinguishes 
herself from all others, first by her immu- 
tability, which she maintains through an 
ecclesiastical traditional authority, and 
secondly, by fixing and tnaintaining a 
hierarchical.monarchical power, expressed 
in the injunction of implicit obedience to 
the Pope. By limiting either of these two 
authorities Catholicism is no longer Ro. 
monism. Since the Reformation, CathoKo 
Germany has ever shown a disposition to 
depart from the ecclesiastical and hierarch- 
ical unity, and hence we may upeak of 
German Catholicism. Whilst France in 
1790 declared all vows for lifetimo as 
not binding and invalid, Germany since 
1789 has written learned treatises on the 
celibacy ; and whilst afterwards two A- 
nierican states petitioned the Pope tasus. 
pend the vow of celibacy, many Catholics 
of Freiburg, the seat of a Catholic uni. 
versity, directed the same petition, not to 
the PopCf but to the representatives o£ the 
Grand Duchy of Baden and to the Grand. 
' Duke with an express declaration, that it 
the Archbishop sliould refuse to lubten to 
them, it would nevertheless be the duty 
of the government to grant their request. 
What was this but a defiance of the power 
of the Pope 7 It was therefore not less 
against German Catholicism than against 
the publishers and supporters of the fa. 
mous, ** Avenir'' in France, that the Pope 
directed his well known Encyclicum ex. 
cathedra, (15th August, 1832.) Among 
German Catholics the title *\heretie** 
can no longer be heard. Catechisms, 
hymn books, liturgies, and sermons 
are enjoyed in the German language. 
The resolutions of the synod at Trent 
concerning the vulgate, the use of the 
Bible, in the language of the countrjr, 
images and relics, and all such thorny 
points, are represented to be antiquated in 
their intercourse with Protestants. Still 
they are but the more dangerous from 
their seeming liberality, rigid adherents to 
the whole constitution and ceremonial of 
their church. When we consider that 
the Catholic theology of Germany, in its 
late progress, has not started from the Bi- 
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1t4a« nor made this its principal object, we 
must conclude that the w48h to cope with 
Protestantism, has necessitated higher in- 
telligence on their part, and called into ex. 
ercise all those qualities, which Dr. Beech- 
er, in his plea for the West, has so eloquent. 
Ijr represented as the most dangerous 
means of obtaining selfish purposes. Ger- 
man Catholics have frequently expressed 
H desire, that both churches should have 
a more friendly connexion. To reach this 
design they take refuge in representations 
and means, foreign to the doctrines of 
their church ; they omit, yet do not cast 
off what is too offensive ; they excuse and 
beautify old and inveterate abuses ; they 
give, jugglerlike, to some of their dogmas 
a senso entirely different from that held by 
their church ; they (and this is most dan. 
gerous) generalize all points of opposition 
•o much, as apparently to take away all 
difference between themselves and Pro- 
testants. The doctrine of indulgence, of 
the purgatory, of the saints, of the sacra, 
ments, of the withholding the cup from 
the congregation, they attempt to explain 
psychologically, and thus remove from the 
view all that is offensive. All these are 
stratagems, by which to impose on the 
unsuspicious. How far they go in this, 
may be seen from the avowal of a Catho- 
lie priest, that one of their principal de- 
signs in pleading the suspension of celiba. 
cy, was to take away the external differ- 
ence between Protestant clergy and Cath- 
olic priests, and thus render a union be. 
tween them more easy. 

When it is considered that the greater 
number of German emigrants are Catho- 
lics;that these, when coming to this coun. 
try, can so easily be induced to serve the 
Pope's wishes, and assist his holiness in 
enlarging his dominions, that the security 
of Protestants in Germany, makes it less 
necessary to guard against Caiholicism, 
and that these emigrants, in their honesty 
And simplicity, may view the efforts of 
Catholic priests in this country likewise, 
with an unsuspicious eye ; that the Catho- 
lics circulate largely German Catechisms 
in the West, calculated to lead the unsus- 
pecting to error, and that we Protestants 
•think we do our duty, by sighing and la. 
menting over this state of affairs : when 
we consider this, must we not turn with 
anxiety to our Christian brethren, that 
4hose distinguised by their zeal, by their 
liberality and generosity, may direct their 
attention to the Germans in the West, that 
they may see there a field large and white 
for their labours, an opportunity for exer- 
cising their benevolence, forstrengthening 
tha church of Christ, and for propagating 



pure and undefiled religion? The Dane 
once crossed tho Eider, the Swede the 
Baltic, to fight for Germany's religious li- 
berty ; the Palatine left his home to assist 
his brethren in France ; the Frenchinan, 
to lend his arm to bis brethren of Holland. 
In the harmony of faith nations were uni- 
ted into one people, having one home and 
one great law. Should we suffer Christians 
in our own country,to become the easy prey 
of an enemy, that under the mask of friend- 
ship, with the nature of a Proteus, assu. 
ming every shape, and intimate with every 
cunning art, ensnares his victim, and only 
shows himself in his true colours, when 
resistance would be unavailing ? 

1 shall endeavour in my next letter to 
submit to your consideration, a plan of 
missionary operations in the West, which 
seems to me to be calculated to remove 
greatly the difiiculties alluded to in my 
present. Yours, etc. 



Extract of a letter from Rev. A. Kent, 

Galena, 

I cannot pass over the case of an ex. 
cellent brother of the Episcopal chnrch« 
I regard his purpose to run a Sabbath keep- 
ing boat vn the Mississippi as one of the 
boldest and most important adventures 
that individual enterprise could attempt. 

The church seems to possess some of 
the elements of efficiency, for they are 
disposed to work in the Lord's vineyard. 
We have a monthly concert, and a good 
collection, as you will see by the amount, 
$45 of which was contributed by the Fe- 
male Benevolent Society. We observe 
the Sabbath School concert. Wo have 
also commenced the monthly distnbation 
of tracts in the village and vicinity, and 
we have adopted a method, which promi- 
ses, what I have long desired, but have 
never been able to accomplish before, a 
more familiar acquaintance of the mem- 
hers with each other, which is ordinarily 
attended with difficulty in a village like 
this. 



WIIT MISSIONARIES ARE NEEDED IN THE 
WEST. 

From a Missionary in a rising tvwn. 

I found very nearly such a place 

in all respects, as my mind's eye had fore- 
seen. A new village, on a beautiful site, 
springing up with mushroom growth, 
thronged with a heterogeneous, bustling 
population, thrown together from every 
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qaartor of the globe ; and of manners, i 
works, lanfTuages and pursuits as dissimi- 
lar as their costume, and personal ap. 
pearance would indicate. The great ac- 
tuating principle of the whole mass, ap. 
pears to be the desire of wealth ; but the 
modes of obtaining the object of pursuit, 
are numerous and multiform. Wicked- 
ness, as was to have been expected, is aw- 
fully daring. Some thirty grogshops, a 
large majority of the stores, and how 
many gambling houses, I know not, are 
kept open on the Sabbath ! Even young 
men from the eastern states, children of 
the church, possessing many amiable 
traits of character, forgetting the admo. 
nitions of Christian parents, step within 
the vortex of sinful pleasures, and com- 
mence the fearful whirl, which, unless ar- 
rested by divine grace, must soon dash 
upon destruction their hopes both for 
time and eternity. My heart oflen sick- 
ens wkh disgust, when I behold vice in 
some of its most loathsome forms, stalk- 
ing the streets at noon duy, and hope al- 
most expires within me, on seeing the 
recklessness with which the divine com- 
mands are trampled upon, in the vain 
pursuit after the shadowy forms of plea- 
sure. I sometimes think my feelings are 
kindred to those of Paul, when he ap- 
proached Athens, or those of our blessed 
Lord, when he stood upon the Mount of 
Olives. I see human nature degraded by 
intemperance. I hear often the most re- 
morseless blasphemy : and on God*8 holy 
day, I behold crowds flocking to places of 
business, or haunts of vice, while those 
going to the sanctuary are **few and far 
between.** I see also the votaries of a 
dangerous superstition extending tbeir 
operations and influence, while those hold- 
iujg the great essentials of Christian doc- 
trine, though belonging to five different 
denominations, are scarco a handful. 
And what is more deplorable still, because 
iniquity abounds, the love of some has 
waxed cold, and the lamps of others for 
lack of oil have gone out. There are 
those here, who were formerly active 
members of the Presbjrterian church, 
that have gone backward, and walk no 
more with Christ. I view with anguinh 
indescribable the mournful scene. My 
heart yearns over young men of amiable 
dispositions, and generous spirits, when I 
see them ** treasuring up wrath against 
the day of wrath,*^and madly pulling down 
upon their devoted heads, the vengeance 
of heaven. 

** But feeble my cofnpassion provei, 
And can but weep, whore roost it lorei ; 
While fain my pity would reclaim, 
And snatch the fixe-brand from the flame.*' 



Oh how much faith and patience, 
how mjQch zeal for the divine glory, 
and love for the souls of dying men, 
are necessary to qualify a minister 
for labouring successfully in such a 
place I 



THE FAR WEST. 

From Rev, C. L. Watson, Du Buquet, 
Upper MisBtseippi. 

I began my public labours among thb 
people, on the first evening of the new 
year, and have preached twice every ml. 
ternate Sabbath since. The only place 
in the village, in which a congregation of 
any considerable size can be accommo- 
dated, is a log school. house, belonging to 
our Methodist bcethren. This I occupy 
alternately with the stationed preacher of 
this denomination, who is a young man 
of respectable talents and excellent Chris, 
tian spirit. I regard him as a **true yoke, 
fellow,** and bless God for such a helper 
in this region of moral destitution. I 
preach in some of the neighbouring villa. 
ges every Sabbath, when not employed 
here, and once a week preach an evening 
discourse at one of the ** Diggings** in tbo 
vicinity. Our place of worship in this vii. 
lage is very uncomfortable, and the winter 
has been intensely cold. This, combined 
with other causes, which I have named^ 
has made my audience small. It has in. 
creased, however, from one fortnight to 
another ever since I commenced my la. 
hours, and will doubtless be much more 
respectable in point of numbers when the 
weather becomes warmer. I find som» 
here who know how to appreciate the 
ministration of the Gospel. My visits are 
cordially welcomed and my public minis, 
trations well received, by the scattered 
sheep of all the portions of Christ*s flocks 
here and round about. Sectarian strife is 
unknown. All who love the Lord Jesu» 
in sincerity, seem to regard themselves av 
members of one common family, whose 
comforts, cares, and hopes are one. Tbi» 
is just as it ought to be. 

I have also met with much politeness 
and kind attention among men of the 
world here, and wherever I have been ; 
and no where, or at any time, have I had 
occasion to complain of ill-treatment. 1 
feel therefore ** debtor to all,** and willing 
to ** spend and be spent'* in labours for 
the salvation of then: souls. 
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APPEAL FOR A MINISTER. 

From Mr, J. B. Chamberlain, Rock Island 
Rapids, Missouri Ter. 

This country, for ono hundred miles or 
more along the bank of the river, is settling 
very fast, and entirely destitute of any 
kind of preaching on this side of the river. 
In Rock-Island county, 111., there is a large 
Methodist society, and a minister the most 
of the time, and there have a number of 
Presbyterians joined them for the present, 
because there is no church of that order 
nearer than Galena, which is 100 miles 
distant. There are also a number of 
Presbyterians and Congre^ationalists, 
who have not united with them, on both 
sidQs of the river, and are anxiously wait- 
ing in hopes that the Home Missionary 
Society will send us a minister in the 
spring. If we could have our choice, we 
would wish your Society to send us a min- 
ister with a family; one who can conform 
himself in some measure .to the wants and 
privations of a newly settled place. Let 
him be a man of ardent piety, and a good 
degree of zeal in the cause of religion, 
and a thorough going temperance man. I 
think a church might be soon organized 
of 15 ot 20 members, and I earnestly en- 
treat your Society to send us a missionary 
as soon as possible. 

I have not seen or heard a minister of 
our order since I have been in this 
country. 



A TEMPERANCE CAMPAIGN. 

From Rev. H, S, Colton, Hennepin, III. 

Within the last eighteen months the 
demon of intemperance had filled five es- 
tablishments in this town with the death- 
dealing abomination. In December we 
attacked the monster, and by the help of 
God, in a short time one of his strong 
holds yielded to the dictates of conscience, 
and the requisitions of humanity, and 
abandoned the mischievous traflSc. The 
lovers of strong drink, still found in great 
abundance, the means of gratifying their 
depraved appetites. As yet we had used 
no other weapons than kind personal and 
public argumentation and a temperance 
pledge. On February 11th the friends of 
temperance met and organized themselves 
into a regular society, hoping thereby to 
make a more vigorous and successful on- 
sdt upon the Arabian intrenchments. 
Nearly every man in town was present 
at the meeting. As is usual upon such 
occasions^ wt offered resolutions, deliver- 



ed speeches, and organized a society cal- 
led the Hennepin Temperance Society, 
and adopted the pledge of the New- York 
State Temperance Society. When we 
commenced our efifort, it was thought. that 
we might obtain thirty or forty subscri- 
bers, but thanks to God, who giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ, we 
have already 98, mostly adults. Since 
our organization another grogery in this 
place has cast out its evil spirits. May 
God help us, that by assiduity, love, ar- 
gument, and prayer, we may prosecut» 
this blessed work. 



PIONEER SETTLERS. 

** The Pioneer settlers in new counirieir 
are subject to many difficulties, on ac- 
count of bad roads, and the few conve- 
niencies they have of getting to the place 
of worship. It is indeed a rare thing to 
see a carriage of any kind at any of our 
meetings ; all ride on horseback, and it is 
not unfrequently the case for two or three 
to be conveyed by one horse, and when 
there are families of children, this is itt« 
variably the case." 



From Rev, A. M, M*Junkin, Plymouth^ 
Mich. 

We do not need, and therefore do not 
ask your assistance any longer. The 
church feels very grateful to your Society 
for the aid you so kindly and promptly 
extended to it during the last year, which 
was the more acceptable, as this people 
were building a meeting-house, and be- 
sides there never had been regular preach, 
ing here by any denomination before. 
You will be plesised to accept my perso^ 
nal and very grateful acknowledgments 
for the favour. 

" Our session has voted, that the domes- 
tic missionary funds of our church, heire- 
after raised, shall go to the treasury of 
your Society, and we trust, that the a- 
mount' received, will before long be re- 
funded. 



PBNNSTLVANU. 

From Rev. Wm. Smedmer, M^Connells- 
burg, Penn. 

REVIVAL. 

At first there were but few who attend- 
ed preaching, but after a few sermons 
some interest appeared to be manifested 
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on the part of the people. The number 
in attendance began to increase, and soon 
the church was crowded to overflowing. 
I have now tho privilege of communica. 
ting the good news, that the Master, the 
great Head of the church, came into the 
xnidsfof us, in the power of his -Spirit, to 
convince and convert sinners. Such a 
revival,! am informed, never was witness, 
ed in the town or country before. I ap- 
pointed meetings for the anxious and 
meetings for prayer ; they were very well 
attended. The number that attended the 
anxious meetings was from 30 to 80. In 
almost every meeting, 4here were some 
who professed to give their hearts to 
Christ. The subjects of the revival were 
persons of all classes, the old, the young, 
the formalists, and the Universalists, 
&c. 6lC' 



From Rev. J. M,M*Kim, WomeUdorf, Pa, 

Speaking of a protracted meeting at the com- 
mencemeot of the year, Mr. M'K. remarks : 

The meetings lasted four days and 
were well attended. Although there 
were not many conversions, yet I be- 
lieve Biuch was done for the cause of re- 
ligion in this place. Prejudices were dis. 
■ipated, enennes and indifferent persons 
converted into friends, and the conviction 
estsdblished in the minds of the people, 
that something more was necessary in re. 
ligion than going to church once in four 
weeks, and ** taking the sacrament" once 
in a year. Besides, there were some half 
doien interesting cases of conversion. 

I mast express my thankfulness to the 
Lord, for having directed me to this ripe 
and interesting field of labour, and for 
the encouragement he daily affords me to 
continue in it. I am rejoiced that your 
board is taking measures to supply this 
field with labourers. 



REVIVAL IN THE SECOND AFRICAN CHURCH IN 
PHILADELPHIA. 

From Rev, J, H. Smaltx, 

By the adrice of our Board of Agtency, in Phila- 
d^pbia, tome aid has been extended to the 2d Afri- 
can church in that city during the past year. The 
following extract shows that the labours of the mis- 
sionary hare been blessed. 

On the first Sabbath that I preached for 
them, the Spirit of the Lord was poured 
on the church and congregation in a re- 
markable manner. I saw that this was 
the time that v^ should thrust in the 
sickle, for the field was white and ripe 

Vol. IX. 



for gathering ; a few days subsequently, 
we commenced a protracted meeting. 
This meeting resulted in great good» 
Many hardened sinners were awakened, a 
large number of whom have since been 
added to this and to other churches iir our 
city. There were several striking and 
remarkable cases of conversion ; one of 
which was a man who had been a rigid 
Roman Catholic ; and another, who has 
since determined to devote himself to the 
Gospel ministry, and is now preparing for 
the same. 

At our first communion, which was 
held in May last, twenty.aix were added 
to the church. At our second commu> 
nion afler I commenced labouring among 
\)^em^ fifteen were added. At our third 
communion nine were publicly received 
to the full communion. At our fourth 
communion, eight were received. And at 
our communion, held on yesterday, there 
was an addition of five^ making in the ag> 
gregate eiotty-three persons, of all ages, 
from fourteen years, (only one of this age,) 
to sixty years, and the greater proportion 
females, who have been publicly received 
to the communion of this church, since I 
commenced my labours here, only three of 
whom were on certificate, and sixty on 
fhe public profession of their faith in 
Christ, twenty-three of whom I have bap- 
tized. The number of hopeful conversion* 
which have taken place under my minis, 
try in this congregation, the session of the 
church say, they believe to be from 
eighty to ninety, and perhaps a larger 
number. Indeed the Lord's glorious pre. 
sence has been astonishingly displayed a- 
mong this people. 



MASSACHUSETTS. 

Letter from Rev. E. Chase, W» Tislqtr'y, 
Mass. 
We enjoyed some revival last fall. Our 
prospects are somewhat encouraging. 
During the revival, there were three sea- 
captains, brothers, men of influence, who 
entertained hope, two of whom have 
united with the church, and the other is 
expected next communion. These, with 
one, who was a member beibre, will make 
four sea captains in one family, all of 
whom appear well engaged in the cause of 
religion. 



MAINE. 

The Corresponding Secretary of the Maine Mie- 
sionary Society concludes his annual statement, 
(April 1,) with the following remarks. 
♦• Th» latter part of the year has bMn 

3 
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marked by wonderi of grace. Revivals of 
religion, in their commencement, or now 
in progress, in the numbers of hopefal 
converts and the extent of their influence, 
altogether surpass what we have been in 
the habit of witnessing during a long 
time. But these scenes are so recent, 
that no statement can be made respecting 
them, with sufficient accuracy. The 
present aspect of things gives promise, 
that the coming year will be a year of the 
right hand of the Most High." 

NBW-TORK. 

From our Missionary in Eden and Evans, 
' N. Y. 
The little church in East Evans, with 
which I have spent half of my time for 
the year past, are enjoying a season of 
refreshing from the presence of the Lord. 
For the size of the congregtttion, it may 
be said to be a pretty extensive work. 
Between 20 and 30 have recently been 
led to hope in the mercy of God in 
Christ Jesus, 27 of whom were added to 
the church last Sabbath. The labours of 
three young brethren, for a few days in 
succession, appears to have been instru- 
mental of good in carrying forward this 
work. 



From Rev. A.Blanehard, Shelden, N. Y. 

The 7th day of February was a year 
since the date of your commission. It 
was the Sabbath, and a day of groat in. 
terestin this church. Twenty. nine mem. 
bers were received, the fruits of the 
revival now in progress. On the Wed- 
nesday preceding we commenced a con- 
tinuous meeting for the public worship of 
God; it continued twelve days. Brother 
Orton, of Buffalo, assisted me part of the 



time, and we have reason to hope in the 
conversion of from eighty to one hundred 
souls in this community. The work is 
now going on ; it did not stop with tho 
meeting. Our watch-word is onwfird. 
We feel that it ought not to stop unty this 
whole population are brought untler the 
influence of the Gospel. Our Sabbath 
Schools and Bible Classes have been well 
attended during the whole year, except a 
short season last winter. 

An interesting occurrence in the Sab. 
bath School, I reported in my report for 
the second quarter, viz. : a female about 
12 years old, searched out a small Catholic 
child, and bought clothes, and fitted her 
with decent apparel, at her own expense,. 
for the payment of which she laboured with 
her own hands, and brought her into the 
Sabbath School. It is now my privilege to 
add, that this girl was one of the first con- 
verts in the late revival, and is now a 
member of this church. 



From Rev. R. Vuntntig, Milhille, N. Y, 
God has recently manifested how very 
willing he was to Mess feeble efforts, m 
the conversion of a few souls in the bounds 
of this congregation, or rather in a meet- 
ing held^n the extremity of the congrega- 
tion. I had made a practice of preaching 
in a school house, near a family belonging 
to the church, some evening in the week, 
or in two weeks, for a year. It was pro- 
posed to make some extra efforts. With 
the aid of two neighbouring ministers, 10 
or 12 evenings successively were spent in 
preaching the Gospel to sinners. Eight 
or ten were hopefully eonvtjrted to God. 
Three were heads of families, and the 
others mere youth, and all appear well ; 
and I have no doubt, that some, if not aH, 
will be found among the jewels of my 
Master. 



MISCELLANEOUS. 



▲ID TO THB EVANGELICAL CHURCHES OF 
FRANCE. 

$OdO PLEDGED. 

Towards the $2000 appropriated to aid the Evan- 
gelical churches of France, as published in the April 
number of the Home Missionary, in answer to the 
appeal of Mr. Baird, $900 have already been pledged 
by individuals in this city, and in other places, whose 
attention has been arrested by this interesting op- 
portunity of doing good. We cannot doubt that 
others will follow their example, and that tho $1100 
y«t remainiag to be stibsoribed,, will be suide up be- 



fore the approaching anniversary on the 11th of May. 
It must be done, however, by the prompt and ready 
action of su<^ as feel the importance of the object. 
If one waits for another, all will wait, and the object 
will not be attained. 

The following are among the commnnicationB 
which have reached us. 

From thi Rev. H. Dwight, OenevOy N. 
y., April 7, 1836. 

Dear sir — ^Whenever you get the $1900 
subscribed for France, draw- on me for 
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Fnm the Rev. W, H, Bidwell, Medfield, 
JtfdM., April 7, 1836. 

My dear Brother — Mrs. Bidwell was 
Tda<Uiig this evening respecting the plan 
to send $3000 to the disposal of Rev. Mr. 
Baira, in Paris, through you. She ex. 
pTOssed a wish to be one of the contribu. 
tors. Will you please to enter a subscrip- 
tion of 1(100 for her, as one of the twenty 
contributors, to be paid the 10th of May, 
or during «nniYersary week. 



Fpom the Rev, R. G. Armstrongs Fish, 
kill, A. y., April 14, 1836. 

Rev. and dear Brother-^ I was -exceed, 
ingly interested in the communications 
of the *'Home Missionary,** with respect 
to the call and claims of the Evangelical 
Society of France. Who can read Mr. 
Baird's letter and not act immediately? 

I proposed the matter to Gen. , a 

member of my church, and he promptly 
gave a pledge of $100, provided 1900 are 

raised. I obtained also from , Esq., 

a member of my congregation, $50, on 
condition that 1950 are elsewhere obtain- 
ed. This makes $150 from my chnrch 
and congregation, and I think I may safe. 
ly assure you, that another fifty will yet 



be obtained. That will make yVom ve < 
lone, one tenth of the sum. 



IHTERCSTINQ DONATION FOR CANADA. 

We have received, through our friend 
Mrs. Bruen, in a communication from 
Edinburgh, a few months since, a dona, 
tion of jdOO from James Doucukss, Esq., 
of Cavere, Scotland, to bo expended by 
this Society in Canada. We gratefully 
acknowledge this contribution, not only 
as important aid to the Society, but as an 
expression of the continued confidence of 
60 enlightened a philanthropist in the u^e. 
fulness of the enterprise in which we are 
engaged. Mr. Douglass, though a native 
and an honoured citizen of another coun. 
try, was among the earliest contributors 
to the funds of the American Home Mis. 
sienary Society. We welcome his con- 
tinued sympathy, and rejoice in the in- 
creasing indications, that men ofenlight. 
ened minds, in other countries, appreciate 
as they should, the importance of Homo 
Missions on the American continent. 

The advantage of exchange on the sum 
transmitted by Mr. Douglass, has increas- 
ed it to $484 43, which is acknowledged 
by the treasurer, page 12, and has been ap- 
propriated in aid of our missions in Canada, 
as directed. 



Missionary Appointments hy the Executive Committee of the A. H. M. 5., 
from March l^th, to April 15/A, 1836. 



Mutiouaries not in Conmi»»icn la»t year. 

fieT. SUas Woodbnry, Bromon., Mich. 

Rev. David Palmer, S. W. part of Va. 

Rev. Henry Kroh, Mt. Carniel, 111. 

Rev. Coafad Ten Eyck, Weathertfield Bprinp, 

N. Y. 
Rev. Wm. Waith, Burton and vicinity, N. Y. 
Rev. A. R. Banks, Arkansas. 

Rev. Graff, Westchester, Pa. 

Rev. John M. Davis, East Vincent, Pa. 

Rev. J. Robinson, Sherbrooke and Leooxville, L.C. 

Rev. P. Montague, to go to Canada. 

Rev. Hugh Bojrr.Carrolton, III. 

Rev. Wm. Gallaher, Pbgah Ch., Morgan Co., HI. 



Re-appointmentt. 



R 
. R 
R 
R 
R 
R 
B 
R 
R 
R 
B 



and Whitt 



n tht West 

f. 

n, N. T. 

n, Mich. 



The Treasurer of the American Home Missionary Society acknowledges the 
receipt of the following sums, from March Ibth, to April 15th, 1836. 



MASSACHUSETTS— 

Minionary Society, per B, Perkins, 
Treas., 

Andover, South Pari.ih, of which 100 is to 
fonst. Rev. L. L. Langstroth a L. D., 
227 ; Mon. Con. coll. 39.27 ; Boys' Juv. 
Boc. of Scotland DisU, 3.22 ; £. Bus- 
well; for France 3, 



G24 53 



272 49 



North Parish Evan. Ch., to const, the Rev. 

Jpsse Page r L. M., 30 00 

Byefield, to const, ^ev. Henry Durant a 

L. M , 31 33 

East Abington, 3d Parish, to const. Rev. 

Reed Wilkinson, L. M., 47 40 

Franklin, River End Fern. Char. Soc., 40 00 

Ilolliston, collected by Mrs. M. P. Dickin 

son, for the West, 72 76 



Digitized by 



Google 



15' 



THE HOME MISSIONARY. 



MdOmeB, Ist Comg. Soe., to tonst. Rqt. 

Syiveiter O. Pierce a L. M , 
llonion, Fem. Praying Circle, and Bew. 

Soc, 
Milton, N. Tucker, annnal Bubscription in 

support of Rev. G. C. Beaman, 
Natick, Fem. Benev. Soc. 
Newton, East Parish, Mon. Con. coll. 
Northampton, Ladies' H. M. S. S., per E. 

Williams, 
North bridge, to eonst. Rev. Charies For- 

bush a L. M., 
Pepperell, Ladies* H. M. S., 
Pbillipstown, Rev. Mr. Warner's Soc, 

Ladies, 
Princeton, Miss. Fem. Benev. Soc, 
Plymouth, in support of a feeble Cli, at 

the West, 
South. Reading, Fem. Cent Soc. to const. 

Rev. Reuben Emerson a L. M., ,, 
Wahham. Rev. Mr. Harding's Soc, for 

for the West, 
Westminster, Rev. Mr. Maan*s Soc.,Mon. 

Con. coll., ' 
Westminster and Princeton, Ladies, in 

support of Rev. Mr. Post, 
Westboro'.Fem. H. M.Soc. in support of 

Rev. F. Hanks, 
CONNECTICUT— 
Bozrahville, a friend, per Rev. F. Bascom, 
Cheshire, friends, per W, Siebbins, 
East Haven, Congregational Church, per 

C. J. Salter, 
Greenwich, Ct., Revj Isaac Lewis, D. D., 
Hartford, in part of legacy of the late 

Norrhand Smith, jr., per T. Smith and 

F. Parsons. Exr's, . 
New-Haven, Nathaniel Gardiner, L.D.,in 

part, for France, 
StoniHgton, Fem. Miss. Soc, 42; Juv. 

Miss. Soc, 3; per Miss L. A. Sheffield, 
NEW-YORK— . 
Brooklyn, First Church sub., per T. F. 

Richards, 
Carroll, Cong'l Church, per Rev. J..S. 

Emery, 
Catskill, Afrs. Ruth Collins, 6; S. Penfold, 

25 ; U. Crane, 10 ; J. G. Elliott, 8 ; per 

Dr. Porter, 
Hunter, Wm. Tappan, Esq., per Dr. Por- 
' ter, 

Jamaica, L. L^a Lady, for France, 
Kinderhook. D. M. Society, per H. 

Blaiichard, Tr., to const. Rev. Henry 

Heermance and Homer Blanohard, Lira 

Members, 
JVfjc- York City^ viz. .— 
B.'eecJcer St. CA., R. Boorman, 10 ; Mon. 

Con. coll., per M. Wilbur, 6.33, 
Bowery CA., Dr. J. Weed, 
Central Presbyterian Churchy per R. M. 

Blatchford, 
Murray-H. Ch.. J. R. Hurd, of which 50 

for France, 70 ; B. L. Swan 25; E. M. 

Morgan, 50: coll., 109.01, 
Pearl-8t.,mon* Con. coll., per A. Ogilvie, 
Miss E. E. Van Nostrand, 
Troy, Eliphalet Wickes, Esq., 100; for 

France, pet R. D. Sillman, 54.50, 
Weittown, Fem Benev. Soc , in full to 

«onst. Mrs. Martlia Gridley, L. M., 
KEW-JERSEY— 
Bloomfield, Israel Crane, L.D., 100; Lydia 

Dodd. 15 ; Presb. Ch. coU., 90.82, 
Caldwell, coll. in part, 
Hanover, Fem. H. M. S., 7 ; coll. In part 

to const. Rev. Sumner Mandeville a L. 

*L, 10, 
Newark, 1st Ch., John Taylor, L. D., 100 ; 

Isaac Baldwin, 30; Andrew Rankin, 

30; Isaac Nichols, 25; James Bruen, 
J 90 ; P. Jacobus, 10 ; T. Lymen, 10 ; D. 

Price, 10 ; J. H. Robinson, 10 ; J. Bald- 
win, jr., 10 ; Wm. Camp, 10 ; P. Dur- 

yea, M) ; Fev. A. D. Eddy, 10 ; indivj- 

aujiJs, 119.37, 



30 00 


39 62 


100 00 
900 
15 55 


50 00 


30 00 

100 oa 


38 14 
8 00 


100 00 


30 00 


100 00 


15 00 


100 00 


100 00 


5 00 
12 08 


24 78 
30 00 . 


1600 00 


50 00 


45 00 


137 00 


8 00 


49 00 


50 00 
30 00 


7101 


16 33 
10 00 


113 QO 


254 01 
19 18 
3 00 


154 50 


15 00 


205 82 
15 75 


17 00 


404 37 



Newark, Sd Ch.,Bub. an4 eoIL^of wlu«h. 
100 is from a member to const. Rev. Se- 
lah B. Treat a L. D.. SN 39 

Sparta, Presb. Ch. and Cong., to eonst. 

Rev. James Wyckoff a L. M., * 30 00 

South Oratige, Presb. Ch.,Mon. Con. coll., 

per H. Doolittle, 7 80 

Westfield, Presb. Ch., coll., per J. E. Og- 

den, - 14 27 

Whippany, Presb. Ch.,to const. Rev. Wm. 
Bushnell a L. M:, 31 00 

PENNSYLVANIA— 
Georgetown, John Condit, per Rev. T. D. 
Baird, 4 00 

DELAWARE-r- 
Cantwell's Bridge, Presb. Ch., per R«v. N, 
Patterson, SO 00 

GEORGIA— 

A Lady, ^ 5 00 

OHIO— 

Beriin, Presb. Ch., per Rev. C. N. Ransom, 2S OO 
INDIANA— 

Lima, Presb. Ch., per Rev. C Cory, 20 00 

ILLINOIS— 
Knoxville, A. O. Sanborn, per Rev. £. P. 

Noell, 5 00 

Union Grove,' per Rev. N. Gould, 6 00 

UPPER CANADA— 

Drummondsville, per Rev. J. Partington, 13 00 
SCOTLAND— 
James Douglass, Esq^, in aid of Missions 

in Canada, ^ 484 43 

Home Missionary, 30 54 



4^6359 98 
K. TAYLOR, Treasurer. 



Receipts of the Western ^geiuy^ at Geneva, 
from March 11, to JiprU 11, 1836. 

Auburit, A. Fitch, Esq., Sp. full to suetalo 
a Missionary. 

Canandaigua, Miss Eliza Chapin, to sus- 
tain a feeble Ch., 100 ; Mrs. Elizabeth 
Shepard, 10 ; Rev. Evan Johns, 5, 

Geneva, S. M. Hopkins, Esq., 25 ; H. Han- 
dy, 10 ; C. Scelye, 5 ; R. Robbins, 3; I. 
Grieves, 2, 

Hamburgh, 

Ithaca, C. E. Hardy, to sustain a Misaion- 
ary, 100; Mrs. L. Hardy, 20; Wm.T. 
Luce, 50; Mrs. Sarah Miller, to const, 
her daughters, Susan and Helen, Life 
Members, 60 ; Mrs. Maria T. Dele* 
van, 50 ; Miss Harriet Beers; 15 ; Joseph 
Esty, 10 : Miss Charlotte Beers, 5 ; H. 
S. WaUbridge, 3; G. A. Hart, 2; E. 
Warren, 2 ; S. T. Hayt, 2 ; Lucy Anii 
Beers, 2 ; Others, 27.^ 

LudhiwviHe, 

Ovid, Arad Joy, to sustain a Missionary, 

Palmyra, G. Beckwitb. 

Pen Van, Wm. M. Oliver, to sustain a 
Missionary, 
Pittsford, Joseph Colt, 10 ; Stephen Lusk, 
10 ; R. Hart, 3 ; R. Hart, 2.50 ; A. 
Foot, 2; Mrs H. Jones, 2 ; E. Lennell, 
2 ; A. G. Kellogg, 1 ; A. HuAtington, 1 ; 
L. Winslow, 1; Mrs. Blossom, 1; H. 
Jones, 1.50; R. B. Hewes, 1- E. Wil- 
liams, 1 ; S. Shepard, 1 ; H. Gilbert, 1 ; 
Others, 10, 

Rushvillc, Orin Green, in full to sustain 
a Missionary, 75 ; Olivei* Howard, 12.50 
in full of 50 ; Rev. M. Gelston, 3 ; Mrs. 
Gelston, 2 ; Mrs. Laura C. Strong and 
fami^, 2.50 ; John Wisewell, 5j T. 
Tufls, 1 ; B. Houltoni 1 ; Others, 60.83, 

Skaneateles, 

Sodus, Fem. Soc, 



JV. r, 

50 00 
115 00 



45 00 
25 00 



348 38 
23 13 

100 00 
30 00 

100 00 



5100 



163 83 

15 00 

16 16 



$1081 50 
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AMERICAN PASTOR'S .FOURHrAli, 



•KBTCHEa OF REAL OSAJIACTERS, CONVERSATIONS, AND STRIKING FACTS, FURNISHED 
CHIEFLY BY CLERGYMEN. 



CONVERSION OF E- 



' THROUGH THE 



INSTRUMENTALITY OF A LETTER. 
[Farniabed by a Clergyinaii.] 

Ik tbe year It^- I was graduated at 
Union College, and before commencing 
a course of theological study at Ando- 
ver^ I took a. tour to Vermont to visit 
a number of relations. Tbe Christians 
of that part of the country, were at that 
time holding in various places protract- 
ed meeOngs, 1 attended several of 
them, and prolonged an intended stay 
of twb weeks to nearly two months, 
and returned at last without visiting 
all the friends . I had purposed to visit. 

One evening in August, 1 was sit- 
ting in the. church at S , Vt., and 

the time. of the Christians was employ, 
edin receiving tbe requests of the dif- 
ferent persons present for prayer for 
friends and relations. While engog- 
ing in these duties, I was-suddenly im- 
pressed with a desii<e for the conver- 
sion of a friend of mine, who was sick 
in a town about 20 miles distant. I 
arose and requested prayer to this ef- 
fect, and my mind became calmed in 
tome degree, and when I went to the 
house where 1 lodged I ielt lelieved in 
spirit, and had in fact a religious joy to 
which Lhad until that moment been a 
strai^^ec It arose from the . thought 
that f was permitted to be a co-worker 
with God in tbe salvation of souls. It 
may not be amiss in this place, to give 
the reader a little insight into the 
character and religious history of this 
friend of my youth. He was born in 

the town of P , Vt., and as I was a 

native of the same place, we became 
early acquainted. He was a few years 
older than myself, yet I have a perfect 
recollection of the time when he came 
to my father and was employed by him 
as a clerk. He was quick, indnstrious, 
persevering, and bid fiiir to rise in the 
world* Sometime before he was of 



age he left my father's and entered a 
broker's office in Boston. It was in 
that city that the seeds of consumption,, 
which had been sown in early liffe, ripen-' 
ed. I have not time to enter into the 
history as minutely as I might, for dur- 
ing this part of his life I had a corres- 
pondence with him. His religious 
history is given in one word, he was a 
Unitarian. 

It pleased God to arrest me in my 
downward cafeer, and he had but just 
opened my eyes to see my sins, and to 
show me th^ «*balm of Gilead,^ when 
I was surprised by a sudden visit, at 
my father's, from my friend K. He 
came not with the same lively ap- 
pearance that he had formerly mani- 
fested, but he made the attempt to 
look joyous. He told us that he had 
raised blood, and that he had been ad- 
vised to visit again his native place. 
Not that consumption would thus be 
cheated of his victim, but his grasp 
might be delayed. It fell to me to 
show him to his chamber,, and before I 
lefl the room, I took occasion to speak 
to him on the subject of his soul's sal- 
vation. He listened, but from that 
time he avoided me. This was in May, 
1 33 1 . He passed on to Vermont^ and 
I returned to college. 1 saw him no 
more till after the letter which will be 
found below, was sent to him. He 
passed most of the summer in P. with 
a sister, and the efforts of herself and 
husband were constant to lead him to 
a Saviour. Every day he seemed to 
be more and more determined to resist 
the light and motives of the Gospel. 
He saw not theplague of his own heart. 
Finally, they gave up making any du 
rect efforts for the salvation of the soul. 
They ceased to talk with him on the 
subject, but they prayed for him, and 
God at last wfls pkased to bear their 
prayers. 
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To return again; as I sat in the 

church at S , about 20 miles from 

P , I felt impressed with a sense of 

my neglect of E -, and after making 

the request above mentioned, for the 
prayers of God's people, I went to my 
lodgings, and after asking directions 
of the Lord of Hosts, I penned, with his 
aid, the following letter. There is 
nothing in it mighty or powerful, but it 
was made efficacious through the Spi- 
rit of God to the conversion of a soul, 
and I give -it entire, with the prayer, 
that God may use it yet again for his 
glory, 

S , August 29, ie{21. 

My dear E , 

This is probably the last time I shall 
ever address you, and now, I <jharge 
you, I beg of you, to listen for your 
life. If you have not made your peace 
with God, do it, do it now, While heaven 
calls on you to repent, and while 1, 
your own dear friend, beg you to do it, 

I would call on Heaven and Hell to 
witness that I am in earnest, when I 
say I beg your pardon, and God's par- 
don, that 1 have neglected to pray for 
your «oul. I acknowledge, that I 
ought to have remembered you at the 
throne of Grace. In not doing this 
duty, I have committed sin. I repent 
of it ; forffive me, E. This very eve- 
ning, I felt such a burden resting on 
my mind, that I had no peace, until I 
had caUed on God, of His infinite mer- 
cy to pardon your sins. 1 feel now 
somewhat relieved. 

You have been educated among 
what we call *• Orthodox" Christians, 
I do not come to ask you- to embrace 
uny creed except the Bible, the whole 
Bible, and nothing but the Bible. But 
by what I saw when I held converse 
with you, and by what I have heard 
concerning your present state of mind, 
I am led to believe that you have em- 
braced some errors, which will be fatal 
to the salvation of your soul. Now 1 
ask you to look into your heart, and ex- 
amine it, and see whether you have 
reason to believe, that your ideas con- 
cerning . sin, death, judgment and 
eternity, are founded on the word of 
jthe Eternal God. See whether you 
love God, above all the beings in the 
jUniverse. See whether you consider 



Christ Jesus, as the only way to be 
saved. Christ says : *' Whosoever 
Cometh to the Father in my name, 
shall in no wise be cast out." See 
whether you trust in the least to your 
own righteousness. 

What your religious sentiments are, 
I do not exactly know, and cannot 
write so understandingly, as I could 
converse with you. Vou were told 
when you were a boy, that in order to 
be happy after death, we must be pre- 
pared for it ; and that the first thing to 
be done in this preparation, is to re- 
pent, and believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. You were told that this was 
the way, and the only way in which 
you could be saved. Now, E— , other 
tilings pass away, but the word of the 
living God does not pass away ; and if 
you are saved, you must be saved in 
the good old way in which Peter and 
Paul were saved. You have been re- 
markably blessed in your worldly af- 
fairs, but E — , you now see that all your 
wealth avails you nothing. 

Oh, E — , I beg of you to submit to 
God ! Have you done it ? If not, do 
it. Say in the fervency of spirit, which 
you ought to have: **Here, Lord, I give 
myself a way, 'tis all that 1 can do." You 
ask, " When shall I do this?" Now, 
now is the only time to do it. Boast 
not thyself of to morrow, for to morrow 
you may be in eternity ! Should you 
live, it is your duty to do it now. Do 
you wait God's time? Now is His 
time ; the only time He gives you ; this 
instant! If ever you are a Christian, 
you must be one in a second, and why 
not now ? E — , delay not I Delay it 
dangerous ! You may never see me 
again ; do now follow my advice, and 
obey God's command ! 

May God accompany this letter with 
the influence x)f His Holy Spirit, and 
receive your penitent soul into His 
arms, and save you from the " unsuf- 
ferable pangs of eternal damnation." 
Yours, 

This letter was put into bis hands, 
and as he looked at the signature, and 
read the first sentence, he hurled it 
from him ; an expression of anger at 
the same time, escaping his lips. His 
friends urged him to read it; but he 
would not. But he said afterwards, 
** There was something kept saying to 



Digitized by 



Google 



1836.] 



THE PASTOR'S JOURNAL. 



15 



me, " read that letter," and I read it, 
and found no peace until I became a 
Christian. The lion became a lamb. 
He who but a short time before was 
the bold blasphemer ; now had the do- 
cility of a child. He wanted to con- 
verse all the time, and tell to all the 
wonderful things which God had done 
for his souL 

A week had scarcely elapsed, when 
the writer received a letter requesting 
a visit, and stating the gfood which his 
letter had been the means of doing. 

In November, 1831, 1 passed a week 
in Boston, on my way to Andover, and 
every day found me in the sick cham- 
ber of my friend. I read with him and 
prayed with him, and for him, and from 
repeated conversation with him, had 
the pleasure of being very well satis- 
fied that £ — B — was indeed a new 
creature, in Christ Jesus. ^ 

In a few weeks, I stood by his mor- 
tal remains ; I saw his coffin, his weep- 
ing wife, and sister. I saw him placed 
in the tomb, and turned away sad, that 
my friend was no more. 

The scenes of that day are yet on 
my mind, as fresh as though it were 
yesterday. 

Such is the simple history of E — 
B — . It shows that it is ** not by might 
nor by power," but by the Spirit of God, 
that men are to be converted. It 
shows us what simple means God will 
sometimes use in accomplishing his 
benevolent purposes toward the chil- 
dren of men. We cannot tell which 
will prosper, this or that, and should 
be willing to labour, though we see no 
fruits of our labour. The faithful 
soul will do much good. 



PRATER AN8WERCP. 

A Missionary Pastor has given for our U8« the Tol- 
lowing illosfration of the power of perseverirg and 
importnn&te prayer, disclosed to him in the confi- 
dence of pastoral interconrae. It is presented in the 
language of the person herself. 

When I first came to the neighbour- 
hood where I how reside, the people 
were kind, affectionate and obliging, 
but nearly all strangers to the religion 
of JesuB. It was some distance to the 
place of worship, where I had been 
accustomed to attend, so that I was 
obliged to be at home on the Sabbath, 



the greater part of the time, and my 
soul sickened within me to see the Sab- 
bath so awfully profaned; labouring 
in the field; visiting from house to 
house, (with the exception of two or 
three families,) drinking and carous- 
ing, and even gambling on the Sabbath, 
was not altogether neglected. Such 
was the state of things at that time in 
this place. The state of religion was 
very low also in our own church. I 
truly felt that I was "a stranger and a 
pilgrim upon earth. I had a family of 
children aTound me, whom I had dedi- 
cated to the Lord, and vowed that I 
would train them up for him. I feared, 
\ greatly feared, that as they grew up, 
they would fall into the above named 
vices, which they saw others practise. 
I wept and prayed over them, that God 
would keep them from evil; but my 
faith was weak, and I saw nothing but 
destruction before them. I prayed to 
that Saviour, who, I trust, had washed 
away my own sine, to cleanse the hearts 
of my children also, and then gather 
the tender plants into his kingdom 
above. And should he see fit,^ after 
this, to take them all, a murm'uring 
word should not escape my hps. 1 
strove to be cheerful before others; 
but when alone \ was a constant mourn- 
er. I had one dear sister in Christ, 
(that belonged to our church,) who 
sympathized with me in all these trials. 
She had no family, but she had dear 
friends out of the ark of safety, O, 
how often have we met and wept and 
prayed over the desolation of Zion and 
over this neighbourhood. We cove- 
nanted together, that we would con- 
tinue to plead until God should bless. 
In a few years this sister married, and 
left the neighbourhood ; but at the ap- 
pointed hour for prayer remembered 
her engagement, and, I trust, our 
prayers were had in remembrance tft 
the throne of a merciful God, although 
the blessing was delayed for a little 
time. About this time it became ne- 
cessary that we should have a new 
school-house built, and God in his 
providence saw fit that it should be lo- 
cated near us. The building was erect- 
ed and enclosed. I reflected on our 
peculiar situation. Not a sermon had 
ever been preached in our neighbour- 
hood, unless on a funeral occasion* 
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Almost ever/ other neighbourhood 
was visited occasionally by some mi- 
nister of the Gospel, who would speak 
to the people out of the Book of Life ; 
Tet this blessing was deuied to us. 
Vet I felt we were in the hands of an 
all'potoerful.Qodf as^ well as merciful^ 
and that he could do great things for 
ns, though so vile a people. I went 
into our school-house on a Sabbath 
morning with my Bible in my hand ; I 
read, I wept, I prayed, that the Lord 
would hear my supplications and regard 
my cries. I felt that he was near. I 
prayed that we might soon hear the 
Gospel preached in that house. I 
partly believed we should. 1 then 
tried in my poor way to dedicate that 
house to the Lord. I prayed, that thcU 
house might be a Bethel to many souls, 
that it soon might be crowded with 
anxioos souls, inquiring ''what they 
should do to be saved ?" In a few days 
word came, that a servant of God 
would preach occasionally in our school- 
house, if it should be desirable. Q the 
goodness and mercy of God to me, a 
vile worm -of the dust ! He preached 
once'in three or four Sabbaths through 
the summer. In the latter part of tne 
fall our meetings were tliscontinued. 
My spirits, which had been considera- 
bly revived, began agaip to droop. 
They sunk lower and lower, until Jan- 
uary, 1831, several months from the 
time when our meetings closed. My 
Boul was then bowed down under a 
load, which nothing but the grace of 
God could remove. I arose one morn- 
ing and took my Bible ; I resolved to 
dedicate myself anew to my God, by 
fasting and prayer, (though with an in- 
Iknt at my breast.) i shut my lips a- 
gainst food or water, and felt deter- 
mined to seek the Lord until he that 
redeemed Israel came to my relief. I 
first read and then prostrated myself on 
my face to the earth. I confessed my sins 
end those of the church. I pleaded the 
merits of a crucified Redeemer, and so 
continued to do, and before many hours 
Jesus came and rolled oi* the heavy 
burthen and filled my soul with hea- 
venly peace. Like David, I then 
arose and ate bread,and before the ci^se 
of the next month ourschool-house was 
filled with anxious souls, inquiring 
*' what they should do to be saved ;" 



and I was permitted to rejoiee in the 
blessed sight. Many came forward, 
confessed their sins, and turned unto 
the Lord ; and nilimbers were added to 
the church, of such as we trust shall be 
saved. *'0 the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God ; how unsearchable is his good- 
ness, and his ways past finding out.*' 



A CHARACTEH. 



In the town of . 



-*', intemperance 
prevails to an alarming extent, and the 
fountains of this evil are licensed bylaw, 
and this license is signed by the dea- 
con of the church, who is the most 
prominent member of that oongrega- 
tion. And this was granted with the 
full conviction, that the tavern keepers 
would sell spirits as long as the drunk- 
ards would take it, notwithstanding the 
sorrows and sufieriugs of children, and 
the tears and entreaties of wives and 
mothers to the contrary. But the 
same man is a member of the Tempe- 
rance Society., 

In addition to this, it may be remark- 
ed, that he has done more for buildmg 
a house for public worship than any 
other individual in town, and as much 
towards the support of the minister. 
But he is tnore wealthy then any man 
in the church, wad judging from his 
conduct, many would suppose, he ap- 
prehends that all mu$i obsequiously 
bow to his will. 

He was once a strong advocate for a 
minister's usin^ notes, but now, not- 
withstanding his professions of unusual 
piety, if he sees the preacher rise in 
the desk to dehver a written sermon, 
he can get up and quit the house of 
God, and return home; and all this is 
done, professedly from conscientious 
scruples. If a church prayer meeting 
is proposed, unless the whole church 
have the faith of assurance, that, (if 
they should meet at a given time to 
pray for a revival,) God would pour out 
his Spirit and convert the tthole town 
while they are praying, he would op- 
pose their coming together ; and in his 
estimation, his vote upon the suli^ject, 
must be dtdswe; and unfortunately for 
that feeble church and congregation, 
it is so. s 
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ilonr shall they PKEAcn except they be Bentl.,, Rom. x 15. 
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No. i». 



AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 



TENTH ANNIVERSARY. 



Thb American Home Missionary So- 
ciety held its Tenth Anniversary in the 
Tabernacle, New. York, on Wednesday 
eveningr, May 11th, 183G. The Hon. 
Stephen Van Rensselaer, LL.^D., Presi. 
dent of the Society, took the chair, and 
the meeting was opened with prayer by 
Rev. L. P. Hickock, of Connecticut. 

The Treasurer's Report was read by 
Rev. Milton Badger, Associate Secretary 
of the Society. 

Portions of the Tenth Annual Report 
were read by the Rev. Absalom Peters, 
D. D., Corresponding Secretary. 

The following resolutions were adopted, 
via; 

1. On motion of Rev. Dr. Humphrey, 
President of Amherst College, seconded 
by Rev. Chauncey Eddy, Agent of the 
A. B. C. F. xM., 

Resolved^ That the Raportsnow made be adopted, 
and printed uuder the direction of the Executive 
Committee. 

2.- On motidn of Rev. Thomas H. Skin- 
ner, D. D., of New-York, seconded by 
Rev. O. P. Hoyt, Cambridge, N. Y. 

Resolved, That there is a peculiarity in the work of 
missions, which demands of ail who engage in its 
promotion the most entire self-consecraliun. 

3. On motion of S. S. Schmucker, D. 
D., Professor in the Theological Semina. 
ry at Gettysburg, Pa., seconded by Rev. 
Edwin Hall, of Norwalk, Conn., 

Resolved, That, in turning thoir attention to the 
German population of our land, the A. H. M. Society 
have opened a new and interesting and promising 
field for the benevolence of American Christians. 

4, On motion of Rev. F. S. Mines, se- 
conded by Rev. T. MacAuley, D. D., LL. 
D.,ofN. Y., 

Resolved, That, in view of the great importance 
of Home Missions in France, and the urgency and 

VuL. IX. 



encouragement with which the recent appeals from 
that country have been presented, this i^ociety ap- 
prove of the appropriaUons already made in aid of 
the French EvangcJicai ^^ociety, and commend the 
same object to the continued attention of the Execu- 
tive Committee, and through them, to the generous 
patronage of the friends of the missionary cause. 

5. On motion of Rev. John Codman, 
D. D., of Massachusetts, seconded by Rev. 
Wm. PattonofN. Y., 

Resohed, That the appeals to the sympathy and 
nidof tins Society, from other jwrtions of Christendom 
are suited to impress upon this community, and to 
urge upon the conciences of Christians, the immense 
importance of increased and continued exertions to 
promote.in our own country, the controlling influence 
of the Gospel. 

6. The Executive Committee having 
recommended the foflowing resolution to 
the adoption of this Society, and the 
prospects of the Society, and the neceksi. 
ties of the cause of Home Missions^ in 
other nominally Christian countries, being 
such as seem to demand an enlargement 
of the field of its operations. 

Therefore Resolved, 

That the second article of the constitution of this 
Sorioty be^so altered as to road as follows, viz : 

The object of this Society shall be, to assist con- 
gregations which are unable to support the Gospel 
ministry, and to send tlie Gospel to the destitute in 
the United States ; also, to co-operate with evangeli- 
cal Christians in the support of Home Missions in 
other nominally Christian countries, to such an ex- 
tent as the funds of the Institution may justify. 

The Society proceeded to the election 
of officers for the ensuing year, and ra&4e 
choice of the following, viz : 

PRESIDENT, 
Hon. Stephen Van Rensselaer, LL. D., Albany, 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

Rev. Archibald Alexander, D D. 

Princeton, N.J. 
Rev. George A. Baxter, D. D. 

Edward Co., Va. 

3 
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Ber. Lyman Beotter, D. Dm Ciiicio»ati, Ohio. 
Hon. Benjamin ^P. Butler, Attorney General of the 

U. S., Washington. 
Rev.Calvin Chapin, D, D., Rocky Hill, Connecticut. 
Bev. Thomas Cleland, D. D., Harrodsburgh, Ky. 
Rev. John Codman, D. D., Dorchester, Mass. 
Hon. Theodore Frelinehuysen^ Newark. N. J. 
Rev. Francis Herron, D. D., Pittsburgh, Peno. 
Rev. James Hoge,D. D., Columbus, Ohio. 
Hon. Samuel M. Hopkins, Geneva, N. Y. 
Hon. N. W. Howell, LL D., Canandaigua, N. Y. 
Hon. Samuel Hubbard, Boston, Maes. 
Hon. Charles Marsh, Woodstock, Vt. 
Rev. James M. Mathews, D. D., Chancellor N. Y. 

University. 
Rev. Samuel Miller, D. D., Princeton, N. J. 
Hon. David Lawrence Morrill, Concord, N. H. 
Hon. John Murphy, Claiborne. Ala. 
Rev. David Porter, D. D., Catskill, N. Y. 
Rev. Alexander Proudfit, D. D., New- York City. 
Robert Ralston, Esq., Philadelphia. 
Rev. James Richards, D. D., Auburn, N. Y. 
Rev. Thomas H. Skinner, D. D., New- York City. 
Hon. John Cotton Smith, Sharon, Conn. 
Rev. Samuel S. Schmncker, D. D., Gettysburg, Pa. 
Rev. Nathaniel W. Taylor, D. D., New-Haven, Con 
Rev. John Thomson, Orawfordsville, Ind. 
Rev. Leonard Woods, D. D., Andover, MaM« 

DIRECTORS. 

Rev. William Allen, D. D., President Bowdoln Col- 
lege. Maine. 

Rev. Elihu W. Baldwin, President Wabash College, 
lad. 

Rev. Joshua Bates, D. D., President Middlebury Col- 
lege, Yt. 

Rev. Edward Beecher, President Illinois College, 
HI. 

Rev. Nathan S. S. Beman, D. D., Troy, N. Y. 

Rev. Robert H. Bishop, D.^ D., President Mianu 
University, O. 

Rev. Gideon Blackburn, D. D., III. 

Thomas Bradford, inn., fisq., Philadelphia. 

Rev. James Carnahan, D. £>., President Princeton 
College, N. J. ' 

Rev. John H. Church, D. D., Pelham, N. H. 

Rev. Charles Coffin, D. D., President of College, 
Tenn. 

Amos M. Collins, Esq., Hartford, Conn. 

Roswell L. Colt, Esq., Baltimore, Md. 

Rev. C. C. Cuyler, D. D., Philadelphia. 

Rev. Henry Davis, D. D., Clinton, N. Y. 

Rev. William R. Dd Witt, Harrisburgh, Penn. 

Rev. Henry Dwight, Geneva, N. Y. 

Rev. Justin Edwards^D. D., Boston, Mass. 

Rev. Jeremiah Day, D. D., President Yale College, 
Conn. 

Rev. E. W. Gilbert, Newark, Del. 

Rev. Eliphalet Gillet. D. D., Hallowell, Me. 

Rev. Samuel L. Graham, D. D., North Carolina. 

Rev. E. D. Griffin, D. D., President Williams Col- 
lege, Mass. 

Eurotas P. Hastings, Esq^ Detroit, Mich. Ter. 

Rev. Joel Hawes, D. D., Hartford. Conn. 

Rev. Asa Hillver, D. D., Orange, N. J. 

Rev. Heman Humphrey, D. D., President Amherst 
College, Mass. 

Rev . Nathan Lord, D. D., President Dartmouth Col- 
lege, N. H. 

Rev. Thomas Mac Auley, D. D., LL D., N. Y. 

Rev. John M'Dowell., D. D., Philadelphia. 

Rev. William A. M'Dowell, D. D., Philadelphia. 

Rev. Cyrus Mason, Providence, R. I. 

Rev. Samuel Merwin; Wilton. Conn. 

Rev. Eliphalet Nott, D. D., President Union College, 
New- York. 

Rev. B. M. Palmer, D. D., Charleston, S. C. 

Rev. William S. Potts, Prest. Marion Coll., Missouri. 

Hon. Roger M. Sherman, Fairfield, Conn. 



Gerret Smith. Esq., Peterborough, N'. Y. 

Jeremiah Sullivao,. Esq., Madison, Indian. 

Rev. Benjamin Tappan, Augusta, Me. 

John Tappan, Esq., Boston, Mass, 

John Tillson. Esq., Hillsborough lU. 

Rev. Mark Tucker, D. D., Troy, N. Y. 

Rev^ Bennet Tyler, D. D., East Windsor, Conir. 

Rev. Jacob Van Vechten, .Schenectady, N. Y* 

S. V. t<. Wilder, Kjq., N. Y. 

Rev. Robert G. Wilson D.D., President Ohio Uni- 
versity, Athens, Ohio. 

Rev. Andrew Wylie, D. D., President of College^ 
Blooming^ton, Inld. 

Rev. John C. Young, President Centre CoUefe, 
Kentucky. 

TREASURER, 
Mr. Knowles Taylor. 

AUDITOR, 
Mr. Arthur Tappan. 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY, 
Rev* Absalom Peters, D. D. 

RECORDING SECRETAaY. 
Kt. Wm. M. Halstod. 



MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS. 

The Board of Directors met on Thurs- 
day, May 12th, at the Society's Office, 
150 Nassau. street, and appointed the fVli- 
lowing geiHlemen to constitute the 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

Mr. John D. KeeFe, Chairman. 

Rev. Thomas MacAuley, D. D., LL. IX 

Rev. William Patton. 

Rev. Mancius S. Hutton. 

Rev. Henry White. 

Mr. John A'itchie. 

Mr. Abijah Fisher. 

Mr. John C. Halsey. 

Mr. Leonard Cornmg. 

Mr- Alfred De Forest. 

MEMBERS EX-OFFICIO. 

Mr. Knowles Taylor, Treasurer. 

Rev. Absalom Peters, D. D. , Cor. Siecretary. 

Mr* Wm. M. Halsted, Recording Secretary. 

ASSOCIATE SECRETARY, AND GENERAL 
AGENT, 
Rev. Milton Badger. 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 
RcT. C Jarles Hall. 

ASSISTANT TREASURER, 
Bfr.HezekiahW. Ripley. 
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TENTH REPORT. 



It is Imt a few years, since the frieDds 
of missions in the United States began 
fally to appreciate the necessity of special 
and combined efforts to supply the increa- 
sing and expanding population of this 
great country, with the stated administra- 
tion of the Gospel. The institutions of 
religion were so identified with the early 
settlement of our ancestors in this new 
world, and the design of Providence ap. 
peared so distinctly marked in the subse- 
quent history of our country, that it was 
regarded as almost a matter of course, 
that this nation, so religious in its origin 
and institutions, so intelligent and free, 
was destined to be and to remain a Chris- 
TiAN NATION. That the descendants of 
such an ancestry should forget the God of 
their fathers, or forsake the guide of their 
youth, was not, in the nature of things, 
probable, and the wise and the good flat- 
tered themselves, timt, whatever had been 
or might be the fate of other countries, 
here was a nation, which would still sit 
as a queen and never be moved. Strange 
sights and sounds, it is true, sometimes 
filled their hearts with trembling and in. 
timated the possibility of a fall. But 
these occasional alarms yielded to the in- 
fluences of early education, and through 
successive generations, our fathers were 
taught, both by the pulpit and the press, 
to cherish feelings of security, and even 
of defiance, against all the dangers which 
might threaten to change the character 
of a nation so chosen and favoured of 
God. Few, therefore, and feeble were the 
endeavours of our countrymen to guard 
against dangers, which, in the prevalent 
impressions of the times, were so little to 
be' feared. Th6 associations which were 
formed for this purpose, were of limited 
extent, were conducted without concert, 
and failed to excite the general sympathy 
and co-operation of Christians in their 
support. Accordingly, butlittle direct ef- 
fort was put forth to supply the destitute 
and aid the needy at home, until, in the 
providence of God, the attention of Ame- 
rican Christians, about the beginning of 
the present century, began to be awaken, 
ed to the necessities and the claims of the 
heathen. The London Missionary So- 
ciety had been formed in 1795. The 
■pirit which marked its rise soon com. 
mended itself to Christians on the conti- 
nent of Europe and in this country. The 
object was seen to be worthy of the united 
zeal and the' concurrent exertions of the 
wholo of Christendom. It was the con- 
version of all heathen lands. This object, 



great and difficult as it is, Jbegan now, in 
the light of faith and of prophecy, to be 
regarded as actually attainable; and the 
great responsibility of its attainment wap 
seen to rest upon the disciples of the cross 
of Christ. Many Christians, therefore, 
both in Europe and Amerioa, by the pre. 
sentation of this object, were awakened to 
a sense of their obligations ; and no where 
was this feeling more deeply cherished 
than in this coiintry, by the early friends 
of Foreign Missions. With an overween- 
ing conhdence, perhaps, in the pormanen. 
cy and increase of religious institutions 
in their own country, they looked abroad 
to other lands, more wretched than this, 
on which to bestow the warmth of their 
sympathy, and the largeness of their be- 
nevolence. They planned their organi- 
zations and established their Concert of 
Prayer for the world's conversion. They 
began to send forth labourers, to proclaim 
in other tongues, and in distant countries, 
the wonderful works of God. The spirit 
of the noble enterprise was moving the 
hearts of philanthropists on an extended 
scale. The claims of the object infinitely 
surpassed the interest excited, and its ap- 
peal was especially addressed to the Ame- 
rican people, as a Christian nation. 

In the midst of the ardour and encoa- 
ragement of this rising spirit of missions, 
an alarm was heard, 'i'he enemy was 
coming in like a flood upon our own land. 
Our population was increasing far more 
rapidly than the means of religious in- 
struction. It was also extending over an 
immense territory, for whose supply, in 
this respect, there existed no preparation. 
In the same light which had exhibited the 
claims of the heathen world upon such a 
nation as this, the friends of missions 
now saw that the nation itself was in dan- 
ger, and that, without the earnest and 
strenuous endeavours of the truly pious 
and patriotic within its own borders, it 
would soon become a mighty ruin, no 
longer capable of extending those influ. 
ences to other countries, which are need- 
ful for their salvation. Infidelity, ex. 
travaganco, and vice, the sinful results of 
unexampled prosperity, were polluting the 
morals of the people at home, and floods 
of still more destructive influences from 
abroad, were borne upon the swelling tide 
of emigration, which was setting in upon 
us from other lands: and, **if it had not 
been the Lord who was on our side, now 
may Israel say, then they had swallowed 
us up quick-** But the same spirit which 
was going forth in acts of beneficence jlo 
" lands of darkness and of the shadow of 
death,*' was now equally ready to embrace 
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the claims of thtf destitute at hdme. The 
universal prevalence of the principles of 
the Gospel in this country was seen to be 
primarily essential to its ifniversal spread 
among the nations. Enlightened Christ- 
ians felt and expressed the incongruity of 
their position in regard to the missionary 
cause. Not that they had been too much 
^wakened to the claims of the world at 
large, but that, in comparison with what 
they had felt and projected on behalf of 
other countries, they had done so little to 
secure and perpetuate the controlling 
power of religion, in their native land, 
so immense in its prospective greatness, 
whose salvation is so important in itself, 
and whose influence is so essential to the 
successful prosecution of the work of the 
world's conversion. 

Under impressions such as these, an 
influence was commenced, not to restrain 
and suppress the spirit of Foreign Mis- 
sions, but to modify the action of that 
spirit in such a manner as to secure more 
certainly and speedily the attainment of 
its noble purpose. The friends and the 
patrons of the Board already organized 
for the support of missions among the 
heathen, became now also the friends and 
projectors of an organization of similar 
extent, to supply the destitute and aid the 
needy in our own nominally Christian 
nation, and in the adjoining provinces. 
Such was the influence under which the 
American Home Missionary Society was 
formed, in May, 1826. It was designed 
to be associated with the Board of Foreign 
Missions, and all kindred institutions in 
this and in other countries, in the benevo- 
lent work of extending the blessings of 
Christianity to the human race. 

The department of the great enterprise 
committed to this Society, is no less in- 
teresting than' it is important. The prin- 
cipal field upon which we have been called 
to labour is our native land. The in- 
fluence which we exert in it is for our. 
selves and our children, no less than for 
the cause of universal philanthropy. It 
makes its appeal to all that is tender in 
domestic and social relations and interests, 
and to all that is generous and expansive 
in Christian enterprise. This appeal has 
accordingly been met with a promptness 
and ardour which is honourable to tho 



social sympathy and general benevolence 
of the many thousands of our countryman 
who have put their hands to the woFk. 

The success v/hich has attended ther 
Society hitherto, has far surpassed tho 
anticipations of its most sanguine frier^ds. 
Every year has witnessed a large increase 
in the amount of its receipts and the ex" 
tent of its operations. In presenting it» 
Tenth Annual Report, the Exeeutivo 
Committee would acknowledge with gra- 
titude the manifestations of the divine fa- 
vour which have been experienced sinco 
the last anniversary. The advancement 
made is, in all respects, equal to that of 
any preceding year, and in some dcpart- 
ments< greater ; and the prospects of tho 
Society were never more encouraging 
than at the present moment. 

[HerefollowB the "General Table" of Missionaricii, 
&,c^ which we have omiued for w mat ^f room.] 

RECAPITULATION. 

The number of missionaries and agent* 
embraced in the preceding tables, are 755, 
who have been employed in 25 states and 
territories, and in the provinces of Upper 
and Lower Canada.* Of these, 576 are 
settled as pastors, or are employed as 
stated supplies in single congregations; 
132 extend their labours to two or three 
congregations each, and 47, including 
agents, are employed on larger fields. 
The number of congregations, missionary 
districts,! and fields of agency thus sup. 
plied, in whole or in part, during the year» 
has been more than lOCO. 

Of the missionaries and agents reported, 
505 were in commission at the commence- 
ment of the year, of whom a large num- 
ber have been reappointed, and 250 new 
appointments have been made. 

The amount of ministerial labour per- 
formed within, the year, under tho com- 
missions of this Society, has been 545 
years. 

The number reported as added to the. 
churches aided since the last anniversary, 
making proper allowance for imperfection 
of reports, is not less than 5,250, viz. 1,500 
by letter, and 3,750 on profession of their, 
faith. Not less than 72 of the churches 
have enjoyed special seasons of revival 
within the year, and tho probable number , 



* Add to these 17 pastors and evangelists ia France, an accoufit of whom and the fields of their laboar 
are inserted in the Appendix to this Report, aadilie whole nugiber of mlMiooaries su&tained by the Society 
within the last year is 772. 

t The congregations named in tho general table ar« all enumerated in this estimate, but in every ease where 
the congregations of the nuffiionary are not named in the table, his field is denominated a mUsionary distriett 
and counted tfiM. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



im.] 



of conversions under the ministry of our 
missionaries, has been more than 4,000. 

Sabbath Schools and Bible Classes have 
been sustained, as in former years ; the 
number of pupils in the former, from 
50,000 to 60,000, and in the latter, from 
16,000 to 20,000 of all ages. 

The number 'of subscribers to the prin. 
ciple of total abstinence from intoxicating 
drinks, is increasing, and is probably not 
less than 100,000 on the fields occupied by 
the missionaries of this Society. 

These are parts of the blessings which 
have attended our operations. Tiieir ulti. 
mate r<>sultd, as they shall be developed in 
all future ages here, and as they shall be 
ejcperienced in eternity, we are incompe. 
tent to understand. 

STATE OF THE TREASURY. 

At the commencement of the year, there 
was a balance in the treasury of ^5,468 94. 
The receipts of the year, as exhibited in 
the Treasurer's Report, have been $101, 
565 15, which added to the balance above 
named is $107,039 09. The disburs- 
ments have been $92,108 94, leaving a 
bdanee on hand at the present time of 
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Si 4,930 15. This last amount, however, 
has been more than supplied by the lega. 
cy of the late Joseph Burr, $12,000 of 
which has been paid into the treasury of 
this Society, and S5,000 to the Vermont 
Domestic Missionary Society, and ac- 
knowledged in the above account of re- 
ceipts. The receipts from ordinary sources 
have not excoeded those of the pre- 
ceding year. The possession of so large 
a balance in hand, however, has impressed 
upon the committee a feeling of increased 
responsibility, and encouraged their at- 
tention to new fields of appropriation, at 
will appear from a subsequent part of this 
report. 

To sustain the enlargement of opera- 
tions contemplated, and to discharge the 
pledges already made, to the amount of 
more than $50,000, to missionaries now 
iu commission, all of which will become 
due in the coming twelve months, will re. 
quire a large increase of receipts hereaf. 
ter. To meet its great and increasing 
responsibilities, therefore, this Society is 
still wholly dependent, as it has everbeen, 
on the liberal contributions of the Christ* 
ian public. 



COMPARATIVE RESULTS. 

The following table shows the results of the last year in several particulars, compared 
with those of preceding years. 





First year. 


Second vr. 


Third ^ear. 
$26,997 31 
26,814 96 
304 


Fourth yr. 


Fifth year. 


Receipt." 


$18,130 76 

13,984 17 

169 


$20,03^ 78 

17,849 22 

201 


$33,929 44 

42,429 5t. 

392 


$48,124 73 

' 47,247 60 

463 


Expenditures 


Number of Missionaries 


No. not before in comniissioo. . 


68 


89 


169 


166 


164 


Congregations &. Miss. Districts 


196 


244 


401 


500 


577 


SabbatI) Schools reported 


Not rep. 


206 


289 


369 


500 


Bible Classes reported 


Not rep. 


100 


134 


203 


200 


Years of labour performed 


110 


133 


186 


274 


294 


Additions to Churches reported 


Not rep. 


1000 


1678 


1959 


2532 




Sixth year. 


Seven! h yr. 


Eighth vear. 


Ninth year. 
$88,863 22 
83,394 28 
719 


Tenth year,^ 
$101,565 15 
92,108 94 
755 


Receipts •. 


»49,422 12 

52,808 39 

509 


«68,627 17 

66,277 96 

606 


$78,911 44 
80,015 76 


Expenditures 


Number of Missionaries 


676 


No. not before in commission.. 


158 


209 


200 


204 


249 


Congregations & Muss. Districts 


745 


801 


899 


1050 


1000 


Sabbath Schools reported 


544 


770 




40,«00* 


50.000' 


Bible classes reported 


239 


378 




12,000* 


15,000'» 


Years ot labour performed .... 


361 


417 


463 


490 


545 


Additions to Churches reported 


6126 


4284 


2736 


3300 


3750 



AUXILIARY SOCIETIES AND 

AGENCIES. 

Among the auxiliaries and agencies of 

the Society, the following are tho most 

important. 



THE MASSACHUSETTS MISSIONARY SOCIETT. 

This Society continues to maintain its 
character as the most efficient auxiliary 
of the national institution. Its receipts 
durmg the last year, ending April 1,1836, 
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havo been $18,212 63, which, added to 
$5,773 25, balance in the treasury at the 
commencement of the year, makes the 
whole amount at the disposal of the So- 
ciety fiince its previous annual return, 
April 1, 1835, ^23,985 88. Of this sum 
$b,lll 75 havo been expended in the sup- 
port of 70 missionaries, and in sustaining 
the necessary agencies and other inciden. 
tal expenses of the Society in that com- 
monwealth, and $10,009 have been paid 
to the treasury of the Parent Society, and 
expended in its general operations, leav- 
ing a balance in the treasury of the Mass. 
Society, April 1, 1836, of ;i$5,865 13. 

Various sums from that state, amount- 
ing to $3,662 74, have been forwarded 
directly to the treasury of the Parent 
Society. 

TBE MAINE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

This interesting state, by far the largest 
of the New-England States, and rapidly 
increasing in population afid wealth, is 
annually enlarging its operations in the 
field of Homo Missions. The number of 
its missionaries and agents since our last 
annual report has been 90, its receipts 
for the year ending April 1, 1836, (in- 
eluding $844 to be invested as a perma- 
nent fund,) hav6 been $10,401 43, which» 
added to the balance on hand at the begin, 
ning of the year, makes the wholu dispo- 
sable means of the Society within the 
year, $11,225 65, all of which, (except- 
ing $945 invested as a permanent' fund, 
and $201 47 remaining in the treasury, 
April 1, 1830,) has been expended in sup- 
port of the labourers above enumerated. 

The efficrent labours of the General 
Agent of the Society, Rev. SamuelJohn- 
son, who has been engaged in it about 
three fourths of the year, havo doubtless 
contributed much to produce these cheer- 
ing results. We are happy to add, in the 
language of the Cor. Sec, the Rev. Dr. 
Oillett, in communicating his annual re. 
turn, " the latter part of the year has been 
marked by wonders of grace. Revivals 
of religion now commencing or in pro- 
gress, in the number of hopeful converts, 
and the extent of their influence, far sur- 
pass what we have witnessed in this state 
for a long time. These, however, are so 
recent, that their results cannot be 
gathered with accuracy. The number of 
hopeful converts in twenty-three places 
which are enjoying revivals, up to this 
time, is perhaps 400, and the present as- 
pect of things gives promise that the 
coming year will be a •• year of the right 
hand of the Most High.*' 



THE CONNECTICUT MISSION^KT SOCfBTT. 

The churches of Connecticut, whose 
endeavours in the work of Home Missions 
for more than thirty years, have been 
owned and blessed of God, have greatly 
increa$:ed the amount of their contribu- 
tions to the -cause since the formation of 
the National Society. Tfte Society of 
that state, auxiliary to the A. II. M. S., 
is among its most efficient helpers. Its 
receipts for the year ending April 1, 1836, 
have been $6,267 42, which added to 
$1,899 69, balance in the treasury at the 
beginning of the year, make the whole 
amount at tlie disposal of the Society, 
since April 1, 1835, $8,167 11. Of this 
sum, $1,060 have been appropriated to 
the support of missionaries in Rhode. 
Island, and $4,147 15 have been expend, 
cd in the support of 40 missionaries in 
Connecticut, one in Missouri, and in dis- 
charging all the incidental expenses of the 
Society, leaving a balance in the treasury, 
April i, 1836, (including a bequest of So- 
lomon Langdon, deceased, thejntcrest 
only to be used,) of $2,959 96. 

In addition to the above receipts through 
the Connecticut Society, various sums 
from that state, amounting to $5, 205 26, 
have been paid directly to the Parent 
Society. 

THE VERMONT DOMESTIC MISSIONART 
SOCIETY. 

This Society has been peculiarly pros- 
pered in regard to its resources since our 
last Annual Report. - During the prece* 
ding year, ending April 1, 1835, its re- 
ceipts were only $2,343 47, and the trea- 
sury was at that time overdrawn $101 02. 
These results, however, were less dis* 
cou raging in fact than in appearance, for 
reasons which were explained in our last 
report. During the last year a general 
agent, the Rev, Ira Ingraham, Cor. See. 
of the Society, has been employed in that 
state ; through whose labours its income 
has been much increased, and its efficien- 
cy promoted. A legacy of the late Josoplt. 
Burr, of Manchester, has also been re- 
ceived, amounting to $5,797 91. Inclu. 
ding this.the whole amount ofthe Society's 
receipt?, from April 1, 1835, to April 1, 
1836, has been $9,672 96. Its expendi. 
tures during the year, in discharging the 
debt against the Society, in the support of 
the general agent and fif\y-ono missiona- 
ries, including all incidental expenses, hat 
been $4,506 35, leaving a balance in tbe^ 
treasury, April 1, 1836, of $5,065 59. 
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THE NEW-HAMP8BIRK MIB8I0NARY SOCIETY. 

The annual return from this Society is 
ftlso of an interesting character. The la. 
hours of tlie general agent in that state, 
Rev. Isaac Willey, who is also Cor. Sec. 
of the Society, hare been indefatigable 
Jind highly useful. His efforts, however, 
having been about one half of the time de. 
voted to destitute places, with a view to 
prepare them to receive aid hereafter, 
have tended rather to enlarge the field of 
the Society and increase its responsibili- 
ties, than to augment its immediate re. 
ceipts, which have been less by $625 34 
since our last report than during the pre- 
vious year. The whole amount of receipts 
reported for the year ending April 1, 1836, 
is $4,755 13, which added to $161 01, 
balance on hand at the beginning of the 
year, makes the whole amount at the dis. 
posal of the Society during that time, 
$4,916 14. Of thissum, $1,028 hasbeen 
paid to the Parent Society. The remain, 
der, together with $412, for which the 
treasury was overdrawn at the above date, 
has been expended in the support of the 
agent and fifty-eight missionaries in New- 
Hampshire, and one in Lower Canada. 
These missionaries havo performed 42 
^ears of ministerial labour within the year, 
in 65 townships and missionary stations. 
The secretary adds, ** I cannot but be- 
lieve that there is in our churches an in. 
creased disposition to contribute to the 
cause of Home Missions, and that this 
will be manifested by its proper results at 
the close of our current missionary year 
in September next." 

THE RHOt>E ISLAND DOMESTIC MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 

This Society, with the aid of its sister 
Society of Connecticut, has sustained 
seven missionaries during the whole or a 
part of the last year. The amount of its 
receipts to the 1st of April has not been 
reported. We learn, however, from its 
last Annual Report, for June, 1835, that 
it had received during the year then ter. 
minated $746 73. In addition to this, the 
Boneficient Congregation of Providence 
has contributed directly to the treasury 
of the Parent Society the sum of $351 17, 
making the whole amount contributed to 
the cause in the state of Rhode Island 
since our last report about $1,100. 

THE NEW.YORK YOUNG MEN*S HOME MISSION. 
ARY SOCIETY. 

This Society was organized in the city 
of New. York about 18 months since. 
During that time it has sustained the sup. 



port of our agent in Illinois, whose 
labours in that state and elsewhere have 
been highly productive. This Society 
has aUo had in its employment one mis. 
sionary in Texas, and one in Arkansas 
Territory. The support of the former 
was assumed in the autumn of 1834, and 
relinquished in the early part of last year, 
for reasons which were satisfactory to the 
committee of the Parent Society. The 
latter has been sustained by the Y. M. M. 
S. during the year, in Arkansas, where 
his labours have been highly useful. 

This Society has recently resolved to 
assume the support of as many labourers 
as the Parent Society shall be able to pro- 
cure for the territories of Wisconsin and 
Missouri, and havo now two missionaries 
employed in pursuance of this resolution, 
viz ; — one'at Melwalkie in the former, and 
one at Du Buque's mines in the latter 
territory. The payments of this Society 
into the treasury of the A. H. M. S., for 
the purposes above named, have been about 
$1,300, and their prospects of continued 
efficiency and usefulness, in aid of the 
general cause, are encouraging to its 
friends. 

THE FHILADELFHIA BOARD OP AGENCY. 

This important agency was reported 
for the first time, at our last anniversary. 
It had been appointed, within the year 
then terminated, to co-operate with oar 
Associate Secretary and General Agent, 
the Rev. G. N. Judd, in promoting the 
objects of the Society in the middle states, 
excepting New. York. Its receipts, up to 
that date, had been $5,539 65. Since 
that time, though: our agent has been 
obliged, by sickness, to suspend his la. 
hours a number of weeks, the same field 
has yielded to the general treasury 
$5,830 49, and pledges have been procu. 
red to be redeemed in a few months, 
which would increase this amoiint to more 
than S6,000. Within the bounds of this 
agency thirty-seven missionaries have 
been employed, andseveral of the church- 
es aided have been blessed with revivals 
and greatly increased. The friends of the 
Society are becoming, every year, more 
numerous on this field, and the prospects 
of the agency are highly encouraging. 

CENTRAL AGENOT IN THE STATE OV NEW- 
YORK, UTICA. 

This agency embraces 13 counties in 
the central part of this stat6, with a popu- 
lation of not less than 500,000. It has 
been six and a half years in operation, 
and, during that time, has extended its 
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aid to 140 churches within its bounds, and 
has sustained 230 years of ministerial la- 
bour. The number of its missionaries, 
since our last anniversary, has been 47, 
and the number of congregations aided 
54. Its receipts have been $3,634 47, 
and the disbursements of the Society on 
the same field, $4,226 83. These re. 
suits exhibit an encouraging increase in 
the operations of the agency. Our agent 
there, the Rev. Mr. Crane, remarks that 
the prospects of the agency were never 
more encouraging, and anticipates the 
time as near at hand when that field will 
cease to require aid from abrpad, and will 
be enabled, besides supplying the needy 
within its own bounds, to pour the fertili- 
zing streams of Gospel truth over less 
favoured portions of our country. 

W£8TERN AGENC5Y IN THE STATE OF NBW- 
YORK, GENEVA. 

The report of this agency for the last 
year, is the most animating which it has 
ever been our privilege to record in regard 
to this or any other field of equal extent, 
within the wide sphere of the Society's 
operations. For several years after the 
organization of the Society, this was the 
most efficient of its auxiliaries or agen- 
cies. The largest amount of receipts, 
however, which it had reached in any 
yesLTf previous to that which terminated 
io May, 1835, was $5,749 21. At the 
last date, its report was ^^,574. Since 
that time, during the twelve months 
now terminated, Its receipts have been 
$10,635 02.* 

In addition to this, subscriptions have 
been obtained, to be paid within the com- 
ing year, of more than $5,000, making the 
amount of receipts and pledges, on that 
field within the last year, rising of 
$15,000. The number of missionaries 
sustained by the agency has been .74, of 
whom 63 have been appointed within the 
year. In the language of our agent, the 
Rev. J. A. Murray, to whose devoted and 
energetic labours, under God, we are in- 
debted for these blessed results, we add, 
** five of tho missionaries have been in- 
stalled as pastors, eleven meeting.houses 
have been erected) several have been tho- 
roughly repaired, and others are going 
up ; eighteen of tho churches aided have 
enjoyed seasons of refreshing from on 
high, — 1000 have been reported as added 
to the churches, 727 of whom have been 
received on profession of their faith, — 25 

* Of thiti amount only $4,235 15, was received in 
MaaoB to be inclttded ia thw treasurer's report for this 
year. 



new fields have been taken up, and 17 
new missionaries appointed." 

The expenses of the agency during the 
year have been sustained by forty indivi- 
duals, who have contributed the necessary 
amount, $J5,050, in donations varying 
from $1,000 to $100. This amount de- 
ducted from the sum total of the receipts 
of the agency, leaves a balance of 
$5,585 02, sufficient to sustain more than 
50 of the missionaries of the Society on 
other fields. 

For other particulars of this agency, 
we refer with gratitude to its report. 

THE CANADA HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETT* 

This Society became connected with 
the A. H. M. S. in November last, on the 
same principles as its principal auxiliaries 
in the U. States. This connexfen has 
been deemed desirable, not only on ac- 
count of the infancy of the Canada Sow 
ciety, but especially from the fact, that 
large districts of the provinces are re- 
ceiving their population from the adjacent 
portions of the U. States. Tiie number 
uf missionaries employed on this field, by 
the above named Society, during the last 
year, is eight, of whom six bear the com- 
missions of the Parent Society, besides 
the Agent, Ruv. Wm. F. .Curry, making 
in all nine labourers. Arrangements are 
making for the employment of additional 
missionaries, as soon as they can be ob- 
tained. The receipts of this auxiliary for 
the year ending April 1st, 1836, were 
$604 30, and its expenditures $632. The 
agent remarks, **our prospects through- 
out the province are probably brighter 
than they have been for many years. 
There have been within the last few 
months some interesting revivals of re* 
ligion, and numbers have been added to 
the churches." 



THE WESTERN RESERVE IMMBSTIG 1I]S8102(. 
ART SOCIETY. 

The annual returns of this Society have 
been received as late as October last, the 
date of its last annual meeting. During 
the year then terminating, the number of 
its missionaries had increased from 20 to 
32, and its receipts had been i$3,227 16, 
which added to the balance in hand at the 
beginning: of the year, made the amount 
of $3,846 01. Of this. S2,307 69 had 
been expended in the support of theabovo 
missionaries,and of the remainder, $1,100 
had been paid to the Parent Society to aid 
in the support of 35 other missionaries on 
the same field, embra cing that part of 
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Ohio denominated the Western Reserve 
«nd Michigan Territory. 

Since the above date, our agent, who 
w also secretary of the Society, the Rev. 
D. W. Lathrop, has resigned his agency, 
on the ground of a state of health insuffi> 
cient to endure ttie fatigues to which it ex- 
posed him. His place has notyet been fully 
BMpplied-^that poilion of it only which 
faHs within then^w Synod of Michigan, 
liaving been occupied by another. The 
Society, however, is pursuing its work, 
and the operations both of this Auxiliary 
and the Parent Society, on the same fiefd, 
are attended with the usual tokens of the 
divine favour. 

CKNTRAL BOARn OF ACENCY FOR THE WEST. 
.ERN STATES, ClNCINNATIf OHIO* 

This agency has pursued its op'^rations 
through another year with increasing ex- 
tent and usefulness. Its receipts for the 
year ending April 1, 1836, have been 
$3,012 37, and the number of mission- 
aries commissioned under its direction has 
been 21. The central position of this 
agency, and its great usefulness in direct, 
ing the operations of the Parent Society 
on a wide field, gives to it an interest and 
importance, which few others can claim ; 
and though the amount collected by our 
agent there is not large, yet his faithful 
labours have been expended with great 
advantage to the cause, in strengthening 
and encouraging congregations, which 
might otherwise need assistance, to sus. 
tain the institutions of religion among 
themselves. 

The anniversaries which are held in 
Cincinnati, in connexion with thitt agency, 
in the autumn, have been attended with 
much interest, and afford the most favour- 
able opportunities for spreading before the 
western public tho operations of the So. 
ciety. For further particulars, we refer 
with pleasure to the report of our agent, 
the Rev. Mr. Little, in the Appendix. 

OTHER AGENCIES IN THE WEST. 

The Rev. Joseph Lane, since the last 
report, has entered on the duties of agent 
fui the Society in the state of Kentucky. 
A committee, of intelligent and highly re- 
spectable character, has also been organiz- 
ed, who will have tho oversight of the 
Operations of the Society in that state, 
and greatly aid tho agent in his labours. 
The few months during which this agency 
liaa been established give promise of a 
high degree of usefulness in its future 
operations; 

Vol. IX 



The Rev. Thcron Baldwin CbYilinOftt 
to labour as agent for tho cause of Horn* 
Missions in Illinois. Allusion has been 
made in previous reports to the various 
valuable services of this agent. While 
these have been continued, and their in- 
fluences felt in all the departments of 
well doing, we are happy to add, that the 
sum of $1,765 12 has been secured upon 
that field for the treasury of the Society. 
Mr. Baldwin assures the Executive Com. 
mittee, that at least a respectable advance 
on the above sum may be expected during 
the coming year. He remarks, ** as your 
agent, I have so long appeared among the 
churches of Illinois, as a. helper ^ that I 
now meet with the most gratifying recep- 
tion, wherever I plead tho caiise of Home 
Missions. It is indeed a delightful sys. 
tern, the strong helping the weak, and the 
Weak becoming strong, and helping others 
in their turn!*' 

The Rev. Samuel G. Lowry, whose 
appointment as agent in Indiana wcs 
noticed in our last year's report, continues 
his labours. ' Besides the pecuniary con- 
tributions to tho cause, which he has re- 
ceived from that field, much good has been 
realized fVom his visits to the feeble and 
dostitute churches, and his exertions in 
arranging, as far as practicable, the loca- 
tion and settlement of ministers. 

The rapid increase of the population of 
Michigan, and the growing importance of 
missionary efforts in that state, and the 
adjacent portions of Indiana and the Wis- 
consin Territory, indnced tho Executive 
Committee to establish a separate agency 
for the promotion of the missionary cao^e 
on that 'field. Rev. Wm. Page was a p. 
pointed, and has acted as the agent F:inco 
October last. Much labour and a high 
degree of usefulness attend the dischar|^e 
of his duties ; and from his extensive ac- 
quaintance with the field, and the zeal of 
the "Committee of Correspondence," as. 
sociated with him, in conducting the ope. 
rations of the Society, within the limits 
above named, hopes of the brightest char- 
acter are entertained in behalf of the rising 
churches whom they serve. 

SABBATH SCHOLARS* MtSSIONART tOCIETT. 

The ninth report of the Daane-street 
(late Ccdar-street) Sahbath Scholars* As. 
sociation, recently published^ exhibits an 
example of usefulness in the missionary 
cause which is in the hig'hest degree inte- 
resting and encouraging. It has sustain, 
ed six of the missionaries of the Parent 
Society, during the whole or a portfon of 
the last year, at an expense of more than 
4 
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^500, under whoM labours more than 120 
eoals bavo been hopefully couverted to 
God. This is the oldest and most efficient 
of our auxiliaries connected with Sunday 
Schools. Its receipts, during the nine 
years of its existence, hf^ve been about 
^,400, and its example has been follow, 
•d in the' formation of seyen similar asso. 
ciations in the cities of New. York and 
B<'ooUyn alone, besides several in other 
places, whose important aid in the work 
of Home Missions deserves to be grate, 
fully acknowledged. The principal of 
these are those of the SouthDutch Church, 
the Murray-street Church, the West Pros, 
byterian Church, in N. York, and the First 
Presbyterian Church in Brooklyn, all of 
which are affording interesting examples 
of tiie energy and system with wh^ch 
Sabbath School scholars, when properly 
encouraged, may aid in the benevolent 
enterprises of the day, while by the efforts 
in which they now engage, they are train, 
ing themselves up for higher spheres of 
seryice hereafter. 

BOARD OP MISSIONS OF THE GERMAN RE. 
rORHED CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES. 

It affords us pleasure to report that, 
since our last anniversary, the Board of 
Missions of the General Synod of the 
above church have adopted a plai^ of co- 
operation with this Society, which is sub. 
stantially the same as that adopted by 
several of the larger auxiliaries and agen. 
cies already reported. It secures to the 
Board the right to direct the appropriation 
of all the funds raised by the agents of 
the Society within the bounds of the 
Synod, and also the nomination and ap. 
proval of all missionaries and agents ap. 
pointed by the Society on the same field. 
> This arrangement has been so recently 
made, that it has not yet been carried 
into full efiect. It basi however, brought 
the committee into correspondence with a 
body numbering about 100 ministers, and 
twice that number of congregations, to 
whom we may hope to render important 
aid, in providing with Gospel ordinances 
a |K>pulation ofhalf a million, whose pre- 
ferences are in favour of that denomina. 
lioi^. 

THE GBNTRAL MT8SI0NART aOCirTT OF THE 
LUTHERAN CHURCH. 

This Society also, embracing a large 
number of the ministers and members of 
the Lutheran church, has recently become 
Ruxiliary to the A. H. M. S. The centre 
of this Society is in Gettysburgh, Pa., and 
it« branches are extended to other por. 



tions of the church in other states, Th« 
truly catholic and evangt^Iical spirit m'Ak 
which this co-operation ha» bee» com. 
menced, affords ground for the highest 
confidence that H wiU be efficient to it*. 
progress. Active measuresr on-aveBtead- 
ed a scale as shall be practicable, wiU, we 
trust, be put in operation before oar next 
anniversary. At present, >we can only 
give expression to our Irvely anticipation* 
of importaat and iateiesting resulte here- 
after. 

THE GENERAL IMPORTANCE OFHOMB MMBION* 
AMONG THE OSR3IANS OF THE UNITED 

STATES. 

The German population of this country 
is estimated at quite one million and a 
half, or one tenth part of the populatioii 
of the whole country. A majority per. 
haps of these are native Anoericans ; hut 
from bur long neglect to co-operate with 
them in the promotion of learning and 
religion, they have grown up in the midst 
of this nation a peculiar people. The 
children have retained the customs of 
their fathers, without the advantages 
which they enjoyed in their fatlier-land, 
for intellectual and moral improvement. 
Hence it has come to pass, that a largo 
portion of those, who are, by birth, Ame. 
ricans, are but imperfectly acquainted 
with the English language, and their as^ 
sociations and usages are German.' With 
these are mingled a great multitude of na- 
tive Germans, whomthetide of emigration 
has borne to our shores. 

To supply this whole population in their 
wide dispersion, in different states and 
territories, there are now in the country 
about 400 ministers connected with the 
Lutheran and German Refbrmed churches, 
viz. abodt 250 of the former, and 150 of 
the latter. A large number of these 
ministers and their churches begin to be 
awakened to a sense of their responsibili- 
ties to their "brethren, their kinsmen 
according to the flesh." They are at- 
tracted by the e^xample of the friends of 
Home Missions of other denominations, 
and admire the goodness of God in the 
blessings with which he has crowned the 
efforts of this Society. They desiire to 
have part with us in these blessings, and 
are willing to boar with us the labours and 
sacrifices which are the conditions of their 
bestowment. They have therefore sought 
our co-operation, in a spirit which has 
commanded the respect and confidence of 
this committee, and which will, we doubt 
not« approve itself to the best affections of 
the religious community at larga. 
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There is thot opened to us, in our eon. 
flexion with the Mimionary Societies of 
the German Reformed and Lalhermn 
'cfavirehes, a new field of interest and of 
promise, whose imporUmoe can hardly be 
too highly appreciated. Hete are ele. 
tnenta of influence widely dispersed 
tiotiogli the nation, which need only to 
lie de^ loped, to constitute one of the most 
powerful and permanent supports of our 
religious institutions, and of our benero. 
lent endeavours to Mess all nations with 
the saving health of the Gospel. 

nOBPICTfl OP THB SOCIETY — <T8 RC8PON8I. 

Murns nr rkgard to orHsa nominaixt 
OHaisitAN oocmrans. 

Having reported the past operations of 
the Society, the committee deem it in. 
cumbent on them to direct the (Attention 
of its numerous patrons and friends to its 
-opening and interesting prospects for the 
future. The field which remains yet to 
he occupied in our own country is im. 
tnense. To supply the destitute settle. 
ments already Airmed, and which are now 
prepved to receive and partially to sus. 
tain the Gospel, would require a thou- 
sand MINISTERS, in addition to the number 
■now en^iloyed in the United States. 
'This number Ksould at onpe be supported 
hy the aid of this Society, in fields of great 
usefulness and promise. 

But to secure and perpetuate the full 
supply of our present population is but a 
small part of the work to be done even in 
oiur own coontry. The field widens as we 
advance. The population of the land in. 
creases at the rate of more than a full con. 
grefifation in a day, and more than one 
half of this increase, flowing, as it does, 
into destitute neighbourhoods, and occu. 
pying annually large tracts of uncultiva. 
ted country in every direction, especiallv 
on the frontiers of the nation, will need 
assistance for a season, in the support of 
religious institutions. Here then is a new 
field presented every year, requiring an 
annual supply of more than 300 ministers, 
besides nearly an equal number demanded 
to occupy the more able congregations in 
the older states, which are annually seek, 
ing new supplies. 

There are, also, other fields, bordering 
on our own country, both in the north 
and in the south, to which the attention 
of the Society has already been directed, 
and which fall legitimately within its con- 
stitutional provisions. These two are of 
wideeitent, and in many respects scarcely 
less interesting in their character and pros, 
peets than our own beloved states. The 



results of our operation* in Canada, and 
the efficient co.operation of evangelical 
Christians there, have been such as to 
fiirnish the strongest encouragement to 
our future endeavours in those provinces 
of the British empire. To Texas on the 
south, the operations of the Society have 
alsb been extended. Though the mission 
commenced there in the autumn of 1834 
has been relinquished for the present, (as 
is stated in a previous part of this report,) 
the committee cherish the strongest con- 
fidence that the time is not far disUnt 
when they may again resume their endea- 
vours to plant the Gospel in the length 
and the treadth of that interesting 
country. There, too, a portion, at least, 
of the population to be supplied, will be 
endeared to those of this nation by the ties 
of consanguinity, and the sympathies of a 
common origin. 

To plant and sustain the institutions of 
Christianity in countries so contiguous 
and so related to our own, is doubtless 
within the legitimate province of this So- 
ciety. Its **gre(U ol]gect,»' in the langusge 
of its constitution, is ** to assist congrega. 
tions that are unable to support the Gos- 
pel ministry, and to send the Gospel to the 
destitute within the United States.^ But 
it is well remembered that this was not 
designed to be its exelutive arid only object. 
The word great was introduced into this 
article of the constitution for the express 
purpose of allowing the Society to extend 
its operations (as the interest of the cause 
might demand,) beyond the limits of the 
field for which it was primarily and prin- 
cipally established. 

The committee have accoidingly actedf 
upon this principle. They have endea- 
voured to do all that could be done with- 
in the limits of the United States, having 
never refused assistance to a single con- 
gregation applying for aid, and whose 
necessities and prospects have been judged 
to be such as to render them worthy 
objects of such assistance. Nor have they 
refused to employ a single labourer who«e 
talents and qualifications have appeared 
to be suited to the service rehired. They 
have made their appeal for many labourers 
more than they have been able to procure, 
to occupy the many destitute fields which 
are ready and waiting for their reception. 
It will continue to be their great object 
to supply, as soon as practicable, all the 
destitute of this country. But where shall 
the men be found to go in and possess the 
land ? They can only be furnished by the 
slow process of education, and by the 
blessing of <(vod, upon long.eontinaed. 
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Uboriooft, andprayorfulatady; fuklunleM 
the efforts or the churches to prepare 
young men for the ministrj are greatly 
increaned, it will be lung before we shall 
have a pastor for every parish io this na. 
lion. Biit while we wait for labourers, 
aiid.pruy the Lord of the harvest,, and do 
wlmt is practicable to promote a result so 
desirable, the benevolence of the Christian 
publip must not, will not wait; nor will 
it cease to expand itself in the work of 
missions. The annually increasing con* 
tributionsto the Society, and the amount 
which has come into its treasury, within 
the ]a6t year, are indications which, can- 
not be misunderstood, that the designs of 
l*xovidfince, in regard to this Society, aro 
such as require an enlargement of the 
field of its operations far beyond the limits 
of the nation for whose benefit, especially, 
it was originally instituted. 

Urged by these indications, and others 
which we have yet to name, the com- 
mittee, besides the beginning which they 
have made in Canada and Texas, have 
regarded with intense interest the proba. 
ble prospects of usefulness which are open- 
ing to them in the republics of South 
America. From correspondence recently 
had with individuals in that country, we 
are encouraged to believe that the time is 
not far distant when missionaries from 
this Society may be sustained with great 
advantage to the cause of Christ, in seve. 
ral of its principal ports. This surely will 
not be regarded by any, as boyoijd the 
proper limits of nfi Abierican Home So. 
ciety. 

In the mean time, while we have looked 
on the field and prayed^ ** Lord^ what wilt 
thou have us to do ?" — a voice has reach, 
ed us from beyond the waters, ** come 
OVER AND HBLP US.*' The appeal of th^ 
Rev. Robert Baird, now resident in Paris, 
addressed to this Society on behalf of the 
evangelical churches of France, is already 
before the public, having been issued in 
the ** Home Mi»$ionary** for March last, 
and extensively circulated throughout the 
religious newspapers. The public were 
also then informed that previous, solicita- 
tions had been received from the same 
source, in answer to which, the Executive 
Committee had alreadyappropriated $1000,. 
(with the consent of the donors of that 
amount,) to aid the Evangelical Society 
of France, in their strenuous endeavours 
to sustain the cause of Home Missions in 
that interesting country. The lively ex. 
pressions of gratitude with which the news 
of this, small appropriation had been wel. 
corned by the friends ef the cause in Paris, 



t and the additional facte commttnieated in 
the^ appeal ^beve referred to, were suited k> 
awaken a still more deep and thrilling inter- 
est on their behaUV The committee, accord- 
ingly, at theearnest request of Mr. Beird, 
and with the counsel and approbation of 
such friends and patrons of the Society as 
were at band, ventured to make another 
appropriation of $2,000 in aid of the 
same cause. This amount was also trane- 
mitted for the use of the Evangelical So^ 
ciety, with instructions to spend it wholly 
in the appropriate work of Home M'»- 
sions, on substantially the same principles 
which govern our appropriations in this 
country. Those principles, weareassur- 
ed, will be strictly complied with ; and 
though a sufficient time has not yet clap, 
sed, since the transmission of the above 
amount, to bring us a report in detaitof 
Its actual disbursement, yet we are happy 
to state, on the authority of a recent com- 
munication from M. Do Prcssonse, one of 
the secretaries of the Evangelical Society, 
(a translation of which will be fonnd in 
the Appendix to this Report,} that the 
number of missionaries now in the em- 
ployment of that Society is seventeen, in 
whose support the Society is pledged to 
the amount of about $3,000, which will 
be discharged by the sum transmitted by 
this committee; thus enablingthe Society 
in France to appropriate almost the whole 
amount of its own receipts, to the support 
of the other important interests^ which 
devolve upon them in the infancy of their 
missionary operations. 

In view of the preceding statements, 
it may be truly reported that the Ameri. 
can Home Missionary Society is now sus. 
taining seventeen missionaries in France. 
These, added to the 755 employed in this 
country and adjoining provinces, make an 
aggregate of 772 missionaries and agents 
sustained by the Society, in whole or in 
part, during the last year. 

To justify tlieir appropridtions in aid of 
the Evangelical Society of France, the 
committee throw themselveji, with confi- 
dence, upon the candour and benevolence 
of the Christic^n public, whose servants 
they are. They havesurcly not transcend- 
ed the spirit of the conj^titution,' which 
was designedly so formed as to provide for 
the overflowing, upon other fields, of any 
amount of charitable contMbutions in 
aid of the Home Missionary cause, which 
might not be immediately demanded by 
the necessities of the same cause in our 
own country. It may be true that the 
founders of this Society did not" distinctly 
eoutemplato the extension of its appro^ 
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priations beyond the bounds of the Amer- 
ican coBlinent. The reason is obvious. 
They had no adequate conception of the 
rapidity with which God designed to pros, 
per their enterprise. The results have fsr 
Aiurpaeecd their largest expectations, and 
a state of things is produced, and respon. 
«ibiiitic8 are accumulated upon us who sur- 
Tive, for which they could not provide, be. 
cause they had no distinct anticipation of 
their existence. It remains, therefore, for 
us to make provision for the existing de- 
mands of the cause, however unexpected- 
1}' they have come upon us, and we can. 
not doubt that the spirit of the Institution 
which we serve, fully sanctions the mea. 
sures adopted by the committee in relation 
to Franco, 

It should be distinctly understood, that 
the first appropriation of S1«000 was ap. 
proved by the donors of that amount. 
For the second, of $2,000, the committee 
have made their appeal to the friends cff 
tlie cause for special contributions, and it 
affords us great pleasure to report that 
$1.S00 of the amount have already been 
plf deed by individuals, mostly in sums of 
^100 each. The whole amount, they 
doubt not, will soon be completed for this 
special purpose, 

Question9 involving tremendous inter, 
ests now remains to be answered. Shall 
the Executive Committee of this Society 
be allowed.to eontinue its appropriations 
in aid of - the Evangelical Society of 
France? And will the Society sustain 
them in making such appropriations, not 
only of moneys contributed for this pur. 
pose, but also of such sums from the com- 
non funds in its treasury, as may net be 
immediately demanded to sustain the cause 
in oor own country and the adjacent states 
and provinces ? 

. The views of the committee, on the 
suliject of these inquiries, are sufficiently 
indicated by what they have already done. 
The promptness and alacrity with which 
their appeal has been met, for the means 
of discharging the pledges already made, 
affords also an equally satisfaj6tory index 
to the views and wishes of a number of 
en!ifhtened and philanthropic individuals 
in diffcrtrnt parts of the country. Thus 
far every desirable assurance has been giir. 
en tha,t the Christian public are ready to 
sus^in this Society in prosecuting the 
measures which its committee have com. 
menced. If, therefore, we are not deceiv- 
ed in regard to the existing state of the 
public mind, the way is clear for the So- 
ciety to go onward, and to do, without 
delay, to the extent of its ability, what, 
ever may be needful on that intensely inter. 



eeting field, whose necessities have been 
so recently and importunately nrged upon 
the sympiathies of the benevolent in this 
country. 

On the necessity and vast importance of 
our continued aid to tlie Evangelical So. 
ciety of France, M. De Pressense, (in the 
communication already referred to,) re. 
marks as follows : 

"Could tlie Society hare fotmdthemen 
of whom they stood in immediate and 
pressing want,they would have now had in 
their employ quite eighty labourers; and 
if they had thought of occupying all the 
posts where the Gospel could be preached 
with the prospect of important success, 
they would have numbered, at this time, 
one hundred. There is, therefbre, urgent 
occasion that Christians of other conn- 
t^ies should make liberal sacrifices to sus. 
tain a system of measures, which, by the 
blessing of God, has converted sinnr^rs 
not a few, and tousod the attention of a 
multitude to the truth of the Gospc]. 
Abandoned to the efibrtsof French Chri». 
tians, who are yet comparatively feeble 
and fewv the Evangelical Society will be 
obliged to abridge its labours. Sustained 
by the disciples of Christ of other natione, 
they will be enabled to extend their work, 
and to accomplish an incalculable 
amount of good, in a country until now 
generally plunged in the sleep of spiritual 
death, from which, notwithstanding, great 
numbers are at this moment awaking to 
inquire the way of salvation .**^ 

It should be borne in mind, that tM« 
appeal is on behalf of the poor, who ur- 
gently need the aid which we, by the 
blessing of God, are able to afford. They 
are also the poor of a great nation, whose 
restoration from the demoralizing power 
of Romanism and Infidelity, to the sanc- 
tifying and saving influences of the Gos- 
pel, appears essentially to depend Upon 
the success of the Evangelical Society. 
And to us it should not be the least thrill- 
ing point of interest and of obligation, 
that the appeal, in this instance, is from 
the Christians of France to the Christians 
of North America. They behold ne 
inheriting '* the land of the blessed and 
the free^^^ and they envy us not our privi- 
leges, though the choicest of their fathers 
bore with our fathers the perils which 
were required for their achievement. ■ As 
the chivalrous and the brave ambng them 
generously extended to us their assistance, 
when our temporal interests, as a nation, 
were in jeopardy, it is now asked, that the 
benevolent and philanthropic among us, 
would extend to them the aid which they 
need in their noble endeavours to rescue a 
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nomiBallj ChFittian Baikui from the slooi. 
bers of f piritnal death. Surelj such an ap- 
peal, on behalf of the land of La Fatettb, 
cannot be disregarded by Christiana, who 
inherit the country for which he fought, 
by the aide of Washington, to render in- 
dependent and free, But a greater than 
these is concerned in the results of the in- 
quiries propounded in this report. The 
interests which we are solicited to promote 
are associated with a name which is above 
every name.. Does not the cause of the 
blessed Redeemer, demand of this Society 
the extension of its operations, beyond 
the bounds of our own continent ? Not 
France alone will need our co-operations, 
but other nominally Christian countries 
.are looking abroad, for an influence whioli 
is seen to be^ heedful to strengthen and 
water the germs of Evangelical Religion, 
which are beginning to shoot up in several 
nations amid the surrounding corruptions 
of Christianity. Why then should not 
this Society^ extend its aid, wherever it 
may be needed, in the whole of Christen, 
dom, as our Foreign Missionary Boards 
labour foe the hdathen world? Is not the 
one as much needed as the other ? Yet 
American Christians are putting forth 
their energies extensively fer the latter, 
while the former has been hitherto almost 
wholly neglected in our miasionary ar- 
cani^ments. 

The time has at length arri9«i, when 
the attention of many Christians, both at 
home an4 a%ro»d,^ is directed to this Soot- 
•ly to supply thts amacing deficiency. 
For this, there exists among us no other 
organisation. ^ A new society, therefore, 
anust be formed for this purpose, on an 
extended scale, or the work must be as- 
sumed by the American Home Missionary 
Society. To the latter alternative we 
are urged by many considerations of econ. 
omy, convenience and propriety. To this 
Society, the work proposed is not inap- 
propriate. It is to be the work of Home 
Miwioms in ^y&ty country where it may 
b9 prosecuted, and it must be conducted, in 
most instances, not by sending missiona. 
ries to those countries, but by aiding in 
the support of truly evangelical ministers, 
who shall be raised up amid the unfriendly 
influences which are yet to be encounter- 
•d and subdued, in many portions of 
Christendom. It is simply to encourage 
and aid the Christians of other countries, 
■to undertake and sustain in the nations 
where thev dwell, the same work which 
we, as a Society, have hitherto prosecu- 
ted with such unexpected success in our 
%WB ooantry. And for this extended 



sphere of operatioAs, the providence of 
God seems to have been preparing this 
Society and its. friends in a remarkable 
manner, while its success at home has 
awakened the evangelical in other coun- 
tries, to expect our sympathy and eo.ope*> 
ration, and to emulate our example. A 
delightful coincidence has thus oceorred, 
which could not have been anticipated* 
At the very moment when ihey begin to 
feel their need of our assistance, and to 
open their arras to receive it, this Society, 
by the favor of God, is blessed with an 
increase of receipts, which urges upon it 
the duty of enlarging the field of its ap. 
propriations. 

Thus urged, on the one hand, by the 
wants of ttra needy, and sustained, on the 
other, by the generous confidence and 
increasing^contributions of the Christian 
public, can it be doubted that this Society 
ought to go forward in the enterprise 
proposed, until, in co-operation with the 
friends of Home. Missions in other coun- 
tries, it shall have restored to pore Chris, 
tianity her lost dominion, in every nation 
which bears the Christian name. To de. 
dine such an opportunity of doing good, 
under such encouragements, would be to 
contravena the spirit in which our Insti;. 
tution bad its origin, and disappoint the 
hopes of the world. Whatever, therefore, 
may have been our impressions 4n regard 
to the duty of this Institution, in the in. 
fancy of its operations, we cannot doubt, 
that its name ilm«ru;aii, Hke that of sever, 
al other American societies, while it shall 
truly designate the principal field from 
which its resources are tabe derived, will 
not henceforth be permitted to limit the 
field of its^appropriations, but that its aid 
and its influences will be extend«K) to the 
utmost verge of the sphere, in which the 
spiritual necessities of the other nations of 
Christendona shall -demand the sympa. 
thies of American Christians. 

The nominally Christian world, then, is 
our appropriate field ; and, in the language 
of our correspondent before named, we 
cannot but regard it as ** a blessed dat, 
when this Society shall fully resolve to 
enter upon the great work, a work which 
is just as really needed as that which ia 
already in progress, on behalf of the hea. 
then world ; — a work too, in whicli there 
are both peculiar encouragements, and 
peculiar difficulties." 

The encouragements are, that the field 
ia at once accessible and convenient. It 
lies open to the influence and invitee tbe . 
labours of evangelical Christiana, in every 
land where they dwell. To prepare- fo^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



1836.} 



THE HOME MISSIONARY. 



9i 



it, no oceans are to be traversed, no new 
languages and customs to be acquired, but 
each in his own nation, and in his own 
tongue wherein he was bom, may enter 
immediatelj upon the work. The blessing 
of God also has hitherto attended efforta 
of this sort in a signal manner, and their 
results have been most encouraging. 

ItsdifficuUies, too, are peculiar. Chris, 
tianity^ in its progress to nniversal do. 
minion, is probably destined to meet its 
severest struggle in nominally Christian 
nations. Here its conflict is not only 
with the native enmity of the human 
heart, and the opposition of systematic 
infidelity, as in heathen lands,, but the in- 
fluences to be subdued are such as have 
grown up in intimate association with 
Christianity itself, and have derived their 
principal strength from their connexion 
with its own institutions. They are ene- 
mies within tho camp, having assumed 
the namo and the forms of Christianity, 
though vitally opposed to its power. 
Hence, in all the nations which are called 
Christian, there is so little that harmoni- 
xes with the law of God. Where, in their 
councils or their cabinets, does the religion 
of Clirist maintain a sway which entitles 
them to the name ? Where does it pervade, 
with its hallowed influences, the mind of 
a nation ? There is not such an example 
on the globe. Every where, and among 
the people of every nation, a vast majori. 
ty *'do always resist the Holy Ghost.** 
Their individual principles, jtheir private 
reasonings, their social maxims, their pub. 
lie usages, their influence and their au- 
thority, are all opposed to Christianity. 
Yet they, oflen laud its institutions, and 
give tremendous power to their resistanee 
of its progress, by proclaiming themselves 
its friends. 

The field of Home Missions, therefore, 
in every country, should be regarded with 
intense intesest, by evangelical Chris, 
tians. The work to be done, where the 
religion of the Bible is professed, is not 
that original work of felling the forests 
and planting the seed of the word on th^ 
virgin soil of a new field, enriched for its 
reception, by the recent decay of nature's 
rank vegetation; but the more difficult 
task of reclaiming a field worn out by in. 
judicious culture, where, by drinking in 
** the rain that cometh ofl upon it, it^ar. 
•th thorns and briers, and is nigh unto 
cursing.*' Hera are not only to be in. 
ealoated the elementary truths and the 
spirit of Christianity, but evils are to be 
removed, and errors eradicated, whose 
roots are so interwoven with those of the 
^A^itntions of religion, that they often 



} teem to be the very same. On such fields, 
' properly to discriminate, to plant that 
which is holy^ and pluck op only that 
which is hurtful, is perhaps themoet diffi- 
cult of all the enterprises of the ehorch* 
in preparation for the conversion of the 
world. 

Difficult, however, as it is, it is neces- 
sary. The nations who bear the Chris, 
tian name must be imbued and pervaded 
with the Chiistian spirit, or the influence 
which they exert upon other nations will 
continue to be, as it has been, (alas ! too 
generally,) an influence to propagate the 
name more than the powtr of Christianity. 
It will preach a repentance which will 
need to be repented of, and inculcate a 
Christianity which will need to be 
Christianized, Its nominal victories 
will rather increase, than diminish, 
the difficulties of the ultimate triumph 
of holiness over sin. In vain, therefore, 
do we attempt the conversion of the 
heathen world, if nmninii Christendam'he 
allowed to remain unconverted. Hence 
the friends of Foreign Missions should be, 
and they are, the friends of Home Mis- 
sions in every, so called. Christian nation. 
The Objects of the two enterprises heces- 
sarily n^ingle into one. They are essen. 
tidUy and inseparably the same. All the 
importance which can be attached to the 
one must be awarded to the other. 

Thus associated with all that is interest* 
ing, elevated and glorious in the conver- 
sion of all men to tho obedience of faith» 
the American Home Missionary Society 
is again commended to the best aflections 
and the fervent prayers of the disciples of 
the cross of Christ in every land. The 
influences, which have borne it on with 
so much rapidity to its present enlarged 
sphere of patronage and usefulness, are 
still exerting their power upon the publie 
mind, and many tokens of the favour of 
God insure their increased action for the 
future. Our confidence is therefore un. 
wavering, that the activity and energy of 
this Society at home will be rathar in* 
creased than diminished by the proposed 
expansion of the field of its operations. 
By allowing its surplus influences to over- 
flow and fertilize a wider field, it will be 
enabled to sustain and carry forward, with 
still more efficiency^ the oasAT oHect con- 
templated in its constitution. Every en- 
largement of its action abroad will indi- 
cate an increase of that benevolence, on 
which alone we can depend for the means 
of continued efficiency at home. What, 
ever suggestions, therefore, the commit, 
tee have ventured to make in regard to 
the wants and the claims of ether natiens, 
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tbey do not in tho least degred underyalue 
the importance of the work assigned to 
them in our own country .No other country 
is destined to exert so mighty an influence 
upon the whole world. The fact that the 
other nations of Christendom are even 
now looking to this for those corrective 
influences which they need, is itself one 
of the strongest possible proofs of tho im- 
portance of our efforts in this country. 
Here, then, are we called on, by the very 
appeals that reach us fromabroad, to press 
every ad vantage, and exert every practica- 
ble influence, to secure the prevalence of 
pure Christianity in the length and the 
breadth of this {rreat nation. The neces- 
sities of other Christian nations, and the 
wants^ of the heathen worfd demand it. 
While, therefore, we would invite the 
friends of Home Missions to throw their 



sympathies into the general benevolent 
enterprises of the day, and to do what 
may be done to aid in sustaining the same 
cause in other nations, we would pledge 
tiie Society, and eximrt every American 
Christian ever to vlierish the principle and 
th6 spirit of the declaration, *' If I forget 
thee, O, my country ! Let my right hand 
forget her cunning." But let not our at- 
tachment to the Innd of our fathers' graves, 
and our home, shut up the bowels of our 
compassion for other nations. Let our 
religions patriotism be subservient to our 
Christian philanthropy* Let ns lovn our 
country^ and serve it, in the best of cau. 
ses, for the sake of the world. 

By order of the Executive Corninittoe, 
ABSALOM PETERS, 
Cor. Sec»y. A. H. M. S, 



AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 



IBTPORTART STEP. 

The recent Anniversary of the American 
Home Missionary Society will ever constitute 
an important era in its history. Hitherto the 
operations of the Society have been confined 
mainly to the United States. At the late meet- 
ing an alteration in the Constitution was made, 
so as to authorize the Executive Committee to 
extend aid, as the contributions of the churches 
may enable them, to the evangelical Christians 
of other countries, in the support of their do- 
mestic missions. A view of the leadings of 
^ Providence by which this step has been indu- 

ced, and the reasons which justify it, will be 
found in the Annual Report, an abstract of 
which is published in the present number. We 
add, in this place, but a single remark, to pre^ 
vent misapprehension. The Exec. Commit- 
tee, while they hold themselves sacredly bound 
to regard. the voice of Providence in calling 
them to the occupancy of fields abroad, by. no 
means intend to neglect, or to regard as tecond- 
mry in importance, tbe work at home. On the 
contrary, Oieir first care will be to sustain and 
carry forward the Home Missionary work in 
this country on tbe largest practicable scale^ 
And in the epsployment of such means as the 
Great Head qf ihe church may place at their 
disposal for foreign fields, tbey do not propose 



tP send out missionaries from this ropntry, but 
to co-operate with evangelrcal Chrl*rians on 
those fields, in sustaining suitable Missionaries 
whom CK>4 is raisiog up on tbe ground. 



FREIfCH EVANGELICAL SOCIETr. 

In connexion with tlie important fact of the 
alteration of the constitution of this A. H. M. 
S., at its recent Anniversary meeting, and the 
notices in the report, published in the present 
number, of appropriations made in behalf of 
Home Missions in France, it gives us pleasure 
to publish the following communication 
from one of the secretaries of tbe French 
Evangelical Society, acknowledging the re- 
ceipt of the funds remitted by the A. H. M. 8., 
and giving a general view of the manner in 
which they are appropriated. 

Paris, March 22, 1836. 

Rev, A. Peier.% Cor. Sec, of the A, IT, 
AI, S , New.York, 

Reverend and Dear Sir, — 

This letter cannot be so full and abnn. 

dant in details as I Qould have wished to 

mako it, h«d time permitted ; but I think 

it better to send by this packet n short let* 

^Ler than none at all. First of all, I mast| 
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in the name of the Committee of the 
Evangelical Societ7,mcknowledge with the 
warmest gratitude the donation made to 
them by the A. H. M. S., through our 
mutual, dear, and respected friend and 
brother, the Rev. Robt. Baird, amounting 
to 15,000 francs. This generous and Chris- 
tian grant is indeed a help in the time of 
need, and an answer to many prayers. 
On the 29th of February last, our engage, 
ments amounted to 42,103 fr. 50 c, of 
which 12,652 fr. 15 c. are actually due — 
and we had not the means to meet this ex- 
igency. But the Lord is mighty and 
faithful, and thanks be, after God, to your 
Committee, this difficulty is overcome. 
Thus the Lord has supported and directed 
VLB so far, bestowing grace to enable us to 
go forward through faith, and supplying 
from month to month the necessary me&nB, 
We have had jiothing yet above our im. 
mediate wants— >but these wants have been 
successively and mercifully met. Blessed 
be his name, and blessed be his children, 
who, as willing instruments in his hands, 
make the progress of his kingdom, in this 
benighted country, the object of their 
prayers and their efforts ! Be assured, dear 
sir, that this grant, and whatever future 
help, the Lord may enable you to tender 
us, shall be appropriated Conscientiously, 
according to your direction, exclusively 
to the support of ministers and evange- 
lists, i. e., to the preaching of the Gospel, 
and not to any other part of our labours, 
such as colporteurs* schools, hiring of 
chapels, &.c. &.c. We shall gladly, also, 
communicate to you all the details due to 
you, as to the use of the money, such as 
the names, the fields of labour, the time 
of labour of our missionaries, as also 
other particulars of their success, difficul. 
ties, &c. &c., as these may be interesting 
for you to know. All I am able to say to 
day, (this letter must go in a few hours,) 
is that the 15,000 fr. will go towards the 
support of 14 ministers of the Gospel, 
having a salary of 1500 to 2000 fr. a year, 
(according to their circumstances, the field 
in which they labour, &c.,) and 3 or ^4 
evangelists, receiving about 1200 fr.'a 
year — all of them having been in the 
work most of the whole year ending in 
the middle of April next, 1836. Our las 
bourers, however, few ap yet in number, 
are scattered all over France, from north 
to south, and from east to west. 

We are still in the day of small things, 
but this must not be despised. Our pros- 
pects are great and good. Through the 
blessing of God the Evangelical Society 
will become a powerful instrument for the 
Vol. IX. 5 



diffusion of Gospel light in thli groai and 
important country, where such light is so 
much needed, and which exerts such a 
powerful influence all over the continent 
of Europe. Our means are still very in- 
adequate, because the number of real 
Christians in France is still small — and 
that among them are not many wise men 
after the flesh, not many mighty, not 
many noble — most of them are chosen 
from the foolish and weak things of the 
world ; but with these things we know 
the Lord confounds the wise and mighty. 
After a time, we trust in God that the 
evangelical interest of France will support 
itself; but as yet, and for a time to come, 
we need absolutely the aid of our breth. 
ren in other^countries, where the children 
of God are more numerous and better cir- 
cumstanced as to the means. This aid 
we know will be vouchsafed as it is need- 
ed ; and after the testimonies the Lord 
has alreadv granted, it would be unbelief 
indeed to doubt for an instant. What we 
want most is competent labourers — we 
have not yet, thank God, refused one sin- 
gle one for want of means, but have walk* 
ed in faith. If we had at this moment 50 
labourers more ofiering themselves, we 
would, I trust, employ them all. A few 
are preparing themselves for the work un- 
der the directions of a faithful pastor ; 
and a regular institution for this purpose 
is in contemplation. May the Lord abun- 
dantly bless the undertaking. 

You will rejoice to hear that the reports 
from our actual labourers are,, almost with- 
out an exception, quite satisfactory. Re. 
ceive, once more, our earnest and brother- 
ly thanks in the name of the Lord, and 
our fervent prayers that He who alone 
blesses and prospers, may abundantly bless 
and prosper your Society for the temporal 
and eternal benefit of multitqdes. 

Believe me, reverend and dear sir, and 
brother, faithfully yours, 

F. MOlfOD, Jr., 
Pastor of the Reformed Church in Paris. 



ILLINOIS. 

From a Correspondent. 

This state is riiinff in population, 
wealth and power, with astonishing ra- 
pidity. Our population has increased for 
the last five years considerably more than 
100,000, and daring the past year, snch 
has been the rush for land, that at some of 
our land offices, those wlio wished te 
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^••ntor** inralrle, hare put down their 
names, and then been compelled to wait 
three or four weeks before their turn 
would come. If the spirit of beneyolence 
rises at all in proportion to other things, 
we shall soon not only be able to take 
eare cft ourselves, but to extend the help- 
ing band to the feeble churches that wUI 
spring up to the West and North of us, 
or help you to fold in the expanded arms 
of your benevolence, the destitute through- 
out the civilized world. 



From Reif, E, H. Huxard. 

SOASOlf 07 BilFRESHING IN BAILY'S GllOTE, 
ILLINOIS. 

The last year has been one of tribula- 
tion and of great joy to the people. Dur- 
ing tho former pari of it, avarice, jealousy, 
strife and contention, occasioned by the 
land sales, seemed to threaten the de- 
struction of the church. This state of 
agitation was succeeded by a severe and 
almost universal sickness, which continu- 
ed until fall, making up nearly one half 
of the year in almost useless efforts. — 
When the sickness had subsided, I called 
the church together in conference. I 
invited them to look upon the past, and 
to consider tho deplorable state of the 
church at present, and called upon each 
individual to say what he would have the 
future, so far as his agency was concerned. 
Nearly all present, seemed to mourn over 
the desolations of Zion, and unanimously 
resolved to arise and labour, waiting upon 
God for a revival of his work. Difficul- 
ties in the church between brethren were 
removed ; our meetings become frequent, 
and were well attended ; a general inter- 
est was soon evidently felt, and the small, 
Mill voice of God, passed through the set- 
tlement. Many were awakened, and 
twelve or fourteen have been hopefully 
eonverted. So evident has tho work of 
graee been, that even sceptics have not 
dared to call it the work of men, Bible 
and temperance causes have prospered. 



Il2Vr7AL — MINISTERS WANTED ^NOTICES OP 

SEVERAL PLACES. 

From R$v. N. C. Clark, 

On the second week in January, I went 
to Plainfield, to assist in carrying on a 
protracted meeting, which had been com- 
menced in the Baptist church in that 
plaee. Oa vfty anrhral, it appeared evi- 



dent that the spirit of God was there. 
Christians were looking about them, 
and inquiring where they had been,- and 
what they had been ()oing for weeks and 
months past. Backsliders were inquiring 
their way back to the path of duty and 
peace. During the meeting, a number of 
the impenitent were hopefully converted. 
My engagements elsewhere were such 
that I could not continue at the meeting! 
but a day or two. The next week after 
the meeting, I laboured there several 
days. The work of the Lord continued 
to go on. In all, it is hoped, there have 
been twelve or sixteen conversions ; and a 
number who formerly indulged hopes, but 
united with no church, have had their 
strength renewed, and now seem willing 
to make a public profession of their faith 
in Christ. Some have united with the 
Baptist church, nine or ten will probably 
unite with the Presbyterian church. They 
have no minister — have requested mtf to 
supply them some part of the time, but 
my labours are already too much divided, 
to be efficient. A minister is very much 
needed there, and could be sustained half 
the time. Within ten miles of that place, 
he could find more than twice as much as 
he could do the other half. 

BIG WOODS* 

I spent the last Sabbath in Januaiy 
with the people at Big Woods : preached, 
and administered the Lord's Supper. The 
church received an accession of six mem. 
bers — five by letter,' one by profession. 
He felt that the Lord was with us. The 
congregation was attentive, and as large 
as could be accommodated. That appears 
an interesting field for ministerial labour. 
A minister would find a great amount of 
work necessary to be done. Towns arft 
laid out on each end of the Woods, about 
six miles apart ; in each of which are sev- 
eral houses, a saw mill and store. Flour- 
ing mills, and other saw mills will be put 
up this season. Undoubtedly, they will 
be large towns. They need a minister 
very much, and soon they will be able to 
sustain one wholly. 

ELK GROVE. 

The second Sabbath in February, I 
spent at Elk-Grovo. I formed a church 
consisting of ten or twelve members^* 
administered the Lord's Supper. The 
scene was solemn, and interesting. I 
could not but hope that a favourable im. 
pression was made. They desire and 
need a minister very much ; and with the 
people at Meacham's Grove, and Dunok. 
ley's Grove, which are within five milts 
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of them, fbey tMnk they will soon be 
able to rastain one. Thej will do some- 
thing now. 

SETTLEMENTS ON THE DES PLAINES. 

There are very importttnt settlements 
on the Des Plaines river. I have never 
visited them, and know but little of them 
definitely. I have been frequently soli, 
cited to go there. The labours of a min- 
ister are very much needed, and would be 
▼ery beneficial. A minister would find 
enough to do. Indeed, I suppose their 
ought to be two on the Des Plaines, and 
one or two between that and Michigan 
Lake. That whole region, (and the same 
is true of the whole northern part of the 
state,) — a little while ago was a wilder- 
ness — but it is so no longer. In a natu- 
ral sense, the '* wilderness has been 
made to bud and blossom as tlio rose ;" 
but in a moral sense, it is a wilderness 
still — a dreary waste — and will bo so, so 
long as thefo continues to be such a scar- 
city of ministers. 

SETTLEMENTS ON FOX RIVER. 

I went from Elk-Grove to Fox River, 
a few miles above Little Woods. The 
settlements in that neighbourhood are 
new, bat very extensive. There are a 
number of Christians there, some of whom 
had solicited me and Br. Prestiss, whom I 
met there, to come and organize a church ; 
bat all were not prepared ; and it was, on 
the whole, thonght best to defer the for- 
mation of the church till May. In that 
neighboHrhood, there are two town plats 
laid out, which probably will eventually 
become large towns, as they are favoura- 
bly situated, as to roads and water power. 
It is expected that the rail-road betiveen 
Chicago and Oalena, for which a grant 
has been given, will pass near one of 
them. That is a very importent field for 
ministerial labour. There are a number 
of enterprising men and Christians there. 
The region is settling with great rapidity; 
agentleman told me, that a year ago there 
was not one family within seven miles of 
the place where he now lives, and that 
now he thinks there is a thousand inhab- 
itants within that distance. O ! that 
there were ministers enough to supply all 
the waste places in this region. 

MISSIONARY TRIALS. 

A missionary recently settled in tho west, 
thus describes the difBculties that embarrass 
his labours. — showing that privations are by 
no means peculiar to heathen lands, and that 
in choosing a location in the west, essentially 
tke eame high requisites of devotedness, and 



willingness te endure hardships fbr ChrlH^ 
are demanded. What can sustain suck as ge 
there attracted mainly by the report of the 
goodliness of the land in its physical aspects, 
and are not moved by the love of souls f 

I am not situated as it is desirable I 
should be to allow me the best facilities 
for labour. I have oden been led to doubt 
whether I did right in coming west. The 
people here who have so liberally subscri^ 
bed to my support, are evidently desirous 
of my stay with them, though they can- 
not afford me room in their houses where 
I can live and be comfortable ; they have 
no room, and any thing like having a 
place for study is out of the question, for 
a considerable time yet to come. I came 
hero the 15th of January, and have been 
under the necessity of boarding with a 
large family, in a cabin with two rooms, 
in one of which a day school was kept; 
it is now closed, and I can do a little better. 
I would build, were I able, and were I 
certain that this is the place where the 
Lord designs me to stay and to build up 
bis flock,— ^ut it is out of the question ; 
wherever I labour, the people there must 
build fbr me — I have not the mon^, and 
I must say I am disappointed as it respects 
the cheapness of materials for building, 
and the expenses of living. Almost every 
thing, except corn, is excessively high ; 
and to furnish an indifferent cabin, on the 
lowest scale of comfort, will oblige me to 
make debts beyond my present means, and 
I shall have to obtain credit — as also for 
a horse and cow for my family. Whether 
it be rifjht, I cannot well help it, for I do 
indeed feel straitened, beyond any thing I 
had before experienced ; and were it not 
that I could comfort myselfnow and then 
with the thought that I have a kind Father 
in heaven, I should be ready to sit down 
discouraged. Tlio most trying of all is, 
that I am so necessarily broken up in my 
study, and must preach from such imper- 
fect preparations, and that I shall be oblfc. 
ged to enter so much into the business of 
providing for my own table and fireside. 
This will prevent my labouring so exten. 
sively as I had hoped, in the work for 
which I came out here, especially in visit, 
ing the people. 

NORTH WESTERN PART OF OHIO. 

The following description of a ssction ef 
Ohio, bordering on Michigan, is from the pta 
of a missionary correspondent* 

As you ride along through the country, 
yon see nearly the whole of it one great 
and genetal level, but boaattftill/ itttorseC' 
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ted an^ reKeved bj alternate prairie and 
oak openings — the prairie predominating, 
and the oak ridges rising a few feet in very 
gentle elevations, so as to give variety and 
beauty. For a number of miles you pass 
scarcely a section but what has, along with 
the prairie, more or less ridge of a dry 
•andy soil, with timber for building, fence 
and fuel. Occasionally you may strike a 
prairie from 5 to 10 miles long, from 1 to 
3 broad, skirted with forests. These 
look like extended lakes, and the survey 
of them fills the soul with emotion. The 
fire has swept through the country for 
many successive years, and gives it a clean, 
light, airy appearance. The trees — oak, 
hickory, elm, &c. — are large and lofty, 
are often grouped, or running along on 
diverginef ridges, embosom beautiful al- 
coves of prairie. When the prairies are 
green, (they are now beginning to be so,) 
and the oak and elm are in their abundant 
and wide spread foliage, and the flowers 
come to themselves, the whole present a 
scenery spread out by ** a Master's hand** 
tastefully, grandly, sublimely, and yet 
with surpassing beauty. This description 
answers to a number of towns in this coun. 
ty. But the country is now wet, the prai- 
ries especially. It only needs moderate 
strength to drain it, and to open the water 
courses that the whole country may be 
sufficiently dry, and then a richer or 
more inviting view can scarcely be 
found in Ohio or elsewhere. 



MISCELLANEOUS. 



ADDRESS 

OF THB REV. S. S. SCHMUCKER, D. D., 

Professor in the Theological Seminary, 
' Gettysburg, Pa., 

On presenting the following resolution, 
via : — 

"Resolved, That in turning their at. 
tention to the German population of our 
land, the American H. M. Society have 
opened a new and interesting and promi- 
sing field for the benevolence of American 
Christians.** 

Mr. President — Ever since the origin of 
these Anniversary celebrations, they have 
been strongly associated in my mind with 
the annual festival of the Jews, when 
God'a ancient people repaired to Jerusa- 
lem from all parts of Judea, where there 
were congregated in the holy city ** devout 
men out of every nation under the heav- 
ens.'* It was then and thepe,that Parthians, 



and Medes, and Elamites, and dwellers tn 
Mesapotamia, could recline at the pascal 
table, with the natives of the land that 
flowed with milk and honey ; it was there, 
that, at another time, they drew water 
from the typical wells of salvation, 
and amid the acclamations of the multi- 
tude, poured it on their sacred altars. 
Thus they strengthened the bonds of re. 
ligioHS attachment to each other, and 
bound the hearts of the Jews by the 
strongest ties to Jerusalem, their mother 
city. Our Anniversaries also convoke 
brethren from the different denomination, 
al tribes of the spiritual Israel, through, 
out the length and breadth of our land; 
they cherish the attachment of Christians 
to each other, and they bind us all to Je- 
rusalem too^but to the New Jerusalem, 
which Cometh down from heaven, the city 
of our God — for the time has come, when 
the true worshippers are not confined 
either to Jerusalem, Mount Gerizim, or 
to this city. 

This similarity, at all times so beautiful 
and interesting, recurs with double force, 
when in compliance with a request, ten. 
dered since my arrival in this city, I ap- 
pear before this numerous and interesting 
assemblage of different religious denomi- 
nations, and remember that your society 
has not heretofore been addressed by a 
representative of that numerous and in- 
teresting people, among whom the glori- 
ous reformation was first achieved, and of 
that particular denomination, bearing the 
name of that man of God to whom is 
awarded the honor of having been its 
most prominent instrument. Yes, Mr. 
President, the resolution justly styles the 
efibrt in behalf of the Germans a new 
field. It is such. Until lately this socio, 
ty had wholly overlooked it, and the 
Christian public generally had not even 
looked at it, and all that had been done 
was efiected by a portion of the older 
German settlements themselves. The 
German Synods have sent forth a few 
missionaries, but they were soon lost in 
the boundlessness of the field. The sev- 
eral theological seminaries of the Ger- 
man churches, though of recent erigin, 
have furnished some faithful labourers; 
but their number, as yet, is wholly un- 
equal to the demand.^ The Lutheran de- 
nomination, which has about 1000 church- 
OS, at this day contains not more than 
230 ministers, and of this number about 
70 have been furnished by the theological 
seminary at Gettysburg within the last 
ten years, and all of them on an average 
have charge of at least four churches I 

Nor is the field less interesting than 
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new. There are associations connected 
with the countrymen of Klopstock, of 
Schiller, of Goethe, to which no classical 
mind can be insensible. There are remi. 
niscences associated with the home of Lu- 
ther, of Melancthon, of Zuingle, which 
entwine themselves around the Christian 
heart, and vibrate in unison with its in. 
most, deepest cords of feeling. Grennany 
is the cradle of that blessed reformation 
which liberated our ancestors from papal 
bondage, and extending itself to Britain, 
enkindled the flame of liberty, which 
lighted the pilgrim fathers to this western 
world. The home of the Germans is the 
land where Spener preached, and Franke 
wrought his works of love; where Arnde 
wrote, and taught, and lived his " True 
Christianity," and where believing Luther 
poured his prayer of faith into the lap of 
God ! Gern^any too is the land of mis.* 
Btonaries. It is the home of Ziegenbalg 
and Schwartz, and many other faithful 
missionaries ; and from Germany has pro. 
ceeded the long catalogue of missiona. 
lies of the Moravian church, which ad. 
hering to the Lutheran confession of 
faith, the Augsburgh Confession, has 
formed itself into a compact Christian 
and missionary family, and sent laboiirers 
into the four quarters of the globe. 

But the Germans acquire new interest 
from the fact that they may be regarded 
as in some sense refugees from oppres. 
8ion^ Their country is cut up into a mul. 
titude of separate and independent prin. 
cipalities ; whilst their rulers are united 
by the Germanic confederacy, which guar, 
anties exclusively thjB independence and 
privileges of the princes, without secur. 
ing any rights to the people, but leaves 
each ruler to govern his subjects accord, 
ing to his own will, or the laws of his in. 
dividual territory. Hence, whilst it must 
be conceded that a few German princes 
govern with the most laudable equity and 
wisdom, and enjoy the love of their sub. 
jects, the greater part of Germany is 
groaning under the most grievous taxa. 
tion, and is governed with depotic sway, 
and has sympathised deeply in the con- 
vulsions which have of late shaken every 
throne of Europe. But all efforts for lib- 
erty have been crushed by the despotic po- 
licy of Prince Metternich, and the so cal. 
led Holy Alliance, and the overwhelming 
and well fed standing armies which move 
at their nod. Yes, Mr. President, whilst 
the poets of no country have sung more 
sweetly of the flowers and fruits of liber- 
ty, the German is generally denied that 
boon in his own country. And whilst no 
people under the sun have stronger at- 



tachments to the ^land of their fathers, 
they have emigrated more extensively 
than any other modern nation. Several 
millions are found in different portions of 
Che Russian empire, whose monarch treats 
them with peculiar favour, the Empress 
herself being a German ; and at least one 
million and a half of our own citizens are 
of German extraction, though probably 
one third of them no longer understand 
the Grerman language. Yet whitherso. 
ever they go, they arc generally valuable 
citizens, and true to the cause of liberty 
and theur adopted country. Their amor 
patricB is rather a love of abstract specu^ 
lation and of the social habits of Germa- 
ny, than of its political government, to 
which they are not attached. Most deep, 
ly have I been affected when listening to 
some interesting young men, fresh from 
the halls of German- universities, to hear 
them descanting on the republics of 
Greece and Rome, eulogizing with glow- 
ing enthusiasm our institutions, and 
mourning over the oppression and divi- 
sion of their own country. *'Our petty 
governments," said one of them to me 
not long since, ** strive to keep the people 
divided, lest they should unite in assert- 
ing their liberties. Our rulers do. not 
merit our affection or our confidence. 
They do not wish to see Germany free 
and united — Ah!'* exclaimed he, "we 
are Germans ; but we have no Germany; 
wherever liberty dwells, there is our 
country." 

Mr. President, I am happy to bespeak 
the friendship and co-operation of this 
respected audience in behalf of the poor 
German emigrants. Oppressed at home, 
they seek remge in this land of heaven's 
choice. Arrived upon your shores, their 
ignorance of your language closes the 
avenues to the more profitable employ, 
ments and posts of influence. They are 
in a peculiar sense strangers in a strange 
land. None but the labouring classes can 
readily find employment. The more cul. 
tivated and bettor educated among them, 
who we^e designed for the learned pro- 
fessions, and might exert an influence on 
the community at large, are doomed to 
keen and bitter disappointment ; and un- 
less they possess the means of support 
until they acquire our language, their 
condition is truly deplorable. Residing 
on the great high way to the west, I have 
seen multitudes of this description passing 
to the Mississippi valley. Generally we 
hear no more of them. Of one, who 
called on me about a year since, a licen. 
tiate from one of the first universities of 
Germany, well versed in the languages of 
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efassio and of saered antiqaity, I again 
heard. And where do you suppose he 
was found? In some sacred desk, pro- 
claiming that gospel which he was licensed 
to preach ?— No sir. In some literary of- 
fice, acquiring a subsistence by his pen ? 
No sir. In some college or school, im- 
parting to others the knowledge with 
which his own mind was so richly stored ? 
No sir ; but having failed in all his at- 
tempts to find literary or religious employ, 
ment, and hating parted with his last 

^ dollar, he was found on the public turnpike, 
breaking stone. I knew another young 
man about two years since, of fine ad- 
dress, and finished education, and amiable 
character. He sought in vain for em. 
ployment as a teacher. He repaired to a 
neighbouring city, resolved to engage in 
any honest employment for subsistence. 
But his ignorance of our language baffled 
ill his attempts. His money was ex. 
hausted, his bi!l fot boarding due — being 
. unhappily a stranger to the power of reli. 
gion, he sunk into despair, and in an evil 
hour be grasped a pistol, retired to his 
chamber, and blew out his brains ! 

But happily the great body of German 
emigrants are of the labouring classes, and 
their prospects of employment in our 
country infinitely better. Yet how mel- 
aneholy is their spiritual condition ? 
When they enter your temples, they find 
yout worship conducted in an unknown 
tongue ; and yet the gospel must ^be 
preached to them or their souls will be 
lost : It should be preached by men, if 
possible, who can at the same time instruct 
their children in the language of the land, 
and incorporate them with the great body 
of the American people. The labourers 
must therefore principally be derived from 
the ranks of American Germans, who 
'have a vemaoular acquaintance with both 
languages, and to co-operate with us in 
counsel, and by your means, is doubtless 
the surest, safest method of doing good to 
the German emigrants. 

And let me assure you, in conclusion, 
thait this field is a promising one. The 
evangelical portion of the German com. 
munity haVe for some time past been 
waking up to greater efibrt in this cause. 
A very decided and delightfUl improve, 
ment in piety has taken place in a large 

' portion of the Grerman churches during 
the last ten years. Every object of Chris- 
tian benevolence has at this day its nu. 
meroQS and zealous advocates among 



us ; and as if to rebuke our long neglect, 
a merciful God has crowned with signal 
blessing every benevolent efibrt attempted 
in this cause'. In many places, however, 
our American Germans are as destitute 
as the emigrants themselves. Yet if the 
work is faithfully prosecuted, they will 
ere long be blessed with the stated minis, 
trations of the gospel. In the institutions 
at Gettysburg, there are now sixty jroung 
men of hopeful piety in different stages of 
preparation for the gospel ministry, the 
major part of whom speak the German 
language. The work is doubly encour- 
aging at this time. The adoption of the 
common school system has commenced a 
new era in Pennsylvania, which, if rights 
ly improved by the friends of religion, 
can be turned to immense account, and the 
whole moral influence and wealth of .the 
Germans be brought to bear on the great 
objects of Christian benevolence. Thus 
directed, need I say the elements of the 
Gorman character promise much? No 
arithmetic can calculate the amount of 
persevering, laborious and daring effort in 
every department of Christian enterprise, 
that might be accomplished by that peo. 
pie, which carried the glorious reforma. 
tion through its most difficult and dan« 
gerous crisis^ Go on, then, Mr. President^ 
and whilst you oxtend the arms of your 
beneficence across the wide Atlantic to 
the land of the Huguenots, forgot not to 
do good and to eommuniCate tt> the coun- 
trymen of Luther and Zuinglein ourownf 
land ; and you will aid in hastening the 
glory of iho latter day, whan not only 
Paul, and Apollos, and Cephas, but also 
Luther, and Calvin, and Zuingle, and Wes. 
ley, shall be lost in the divine Redeemer* 
and Christ be all in all. 



*^* The Arniiversary of the Indiana Mit' 
sionary Society will be held (in connexion 
with other benevolent societies for that state) 
at Bloomington, during the week preceding tba 
tliird Sabbath in June. Missionaries of the 
A. H. M. S. in Indiana are desired to mi^e al 
statement of the results of their labours du- 
ring the 'year, to Rev. S. G. Lowry, Craw- 
fordville, Ind., as early as the first week fai 
June. 
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Appointments by the Executive Committee of the A. H, M, S»,frinn April 15M, to 

May 15th, 1836. 



Missionaries not in Commission last year. 

Rev. Z. Eddy,, Sheridan, N. Y. 

Rev. I. Crabbe, Pheips, N. Y. 

Rev. Jaraes Griffith, Welch ch., Utica. 

Rev. Samuel Wells, Oriskany.N. Y. 

Rev. D. J. Weeka, Redfield, N. Y. 

Rev. N. B. Dodge, Missouri Tor. 

Rev. Amasa Jones, do. 

Rev. James Rogers, Henvolton. N. Y. 

Rev. Adam Reid, Amenia, N. Y. 

Rev. Ebenezer M'Dowall, Sand Lake, N. Y. 

Rev. Joseph Knight, to go to III. 

Re-appointmmts. 

Rev. John Thomson, Union ch., Montgomery co., 

Ind. 
Rev. Enoch Kingsbury, Danville, Dl., Brewctt's 

Cr. and Covington, Ind. 
Rev. Joseph K. Ware, to go to the West. 



Rev. Joseph Butler. Richville and Riusell, N. Y. 

Rev. F^. D. Wells, Elkland, Penn. 

Rev, 1). C. Allen, London, O. 

Rev. O. C. Beardsley, Silver Cr.. N. Y. 

Rev. T. S. Emory, Carroll, N. Y. 

Rev. Eb. Raymond, Evans, N. Y. 

Rev. Ira Smith, Pultney, iV. Y. 

Rev. J.H. Ilotchkin, Wheeler, N.Y. 

Rev. Nicholas Patterson, Christiana. Del. 

Rev. N "^ " -' ^ ' ' .- - ' 

Rev. J. 

Rev. A 

Rev. E 

Rev. J. 

Rev. V\ 

Rev. Ci n» O. 

Rev. J( * 

Rev. J( 

Rev. J( '. c. 

Rev. Is 



The Tre€8urer of the American Home Missionary Society acknowledges the rectipt of 
the following sums, from April 15th, to May 15th, 1836, including the yearly receipts 
of several Auxiliary Societies, not before acknowledged. 



MAINE— 

Missionary Society, receipts for the year, 
NEW-HAMPSHIRE— 

Missionary Society, receipts for the year, 
deducting $10S^. previously acknow- 
ledged, 
VERMONT— 

Missionary Society, receipts for the year, 

Cornwall, C. G. Tilden, 2; L. F. 1^- 
den, 1, 
MASSACHUSETTS— 

Missionary Society, receipts for the year, 
deducting $10fiO9 previously acknow- 
ledged. 

Cash, per B. Perkins, Assist Treos. 

Edgarton. Miss E. Coffin, * 

Hadley, Oliver Warner, to const, himself, 
Mrs. Jemima Warner, and his sons, 
Wm.P. Warner, and Eidward L. War- 
ner, Life Members, 

Wm. Dickinson, to const. Miss Caroline 
Dickinson of Hadley, and Dr. Horace 
Goodrich and Mrs. Elizabeth Goodrich, 
of Ware village, Life Members, 

Ladies* H. M. & B. S. per Mrs. P. P. Smith, 
Treas., of which $W0 is to const. Mrs. 
Mary Ann Woodbridge of New York, 
and Rev. Lewis Sabin of Hadley, Life 
Directors; two payments. 

General Benev. Society, per E. Smith, 
Treasurer, 

Elijah Smith, for France, 

Beouest of the late Elisha Dickinson, per 
Mrs. A. Dickinson, Ex'rx., 

Mrs. C. Porter, for France, 

Friend, per do. for do., 

Medfielc^ Mrs. Susan M. Bidwell, for 
France, 

Newbury, bequest of the late Putnam Per- 
ley. per J, Coleman, and M. Dole, 
Ex*r8., 

Northampton, Edwards' Ch. per C. Wal- 



05OT43 

4760 21 

7672 96 

3 00 



8903 63 

1400 00 

1 00 



120 00 



100 00 



230 00 

60 00 
20 00 

100 00 
10 00 
6 00 

100 00 



300 00 
42 OOlJ 



CONNECTICUT— 

Missionary Society, receipts for the year, 6867 42 

Danbury C?ong'l Ch. and Soc, per Rev. 

Mr. Rood, 75 qq 

Darien, Cong'l Ch. and Soc, two pay- 
ments, 73 58 

Durham, Deac.Samuel Newton, L. M., by 

his father, 30 00 

Fairfield, First Ch. and Soc^ per 8. A. 
Nichols, 92 • Mrs. R. M. Sherman, to 
const. Rev. Lymao H. Atwater, a L. 
M., 30; Legacy of the late Sarah Os- 
born, per Samuel A.Nichols, Ex'r.,500; 
Friend, in aid of a Missionary in Ohio,3, 034 00 

Haddam, avails of a Missionarybox, 2 50 

Middlebury Benev. Society, "R. Town- 
send, Treapurer, 61 23 

Old Mill, Bridgeport, Mon. Con. CoUec., 
per Treasurer, 12 32 

Saybrook, Fern. H. M. S., per Miss S.J. 
Hotchkiss, Treas., 80 00 

Southbury. Mrs. J. Hall, 2 50; Miss P. 
Strong,!, 3 50 

Stratford, Cong'l Soc. per Rev. F. W. 
Chapman, of which 15 is in full to 
const. Rev. Edwin Stevens of Canton, 
China, a L. D., and 30 from Ladies of 
Oronoke, and Putney Districts, to const. 
Mrs. Emily E. Chapman, a L. M., 03 00 

Woodbury, Reuben Mitchell, 6 00 

NEW-YORK— 

Albany, Hon. Stephen Van Rensselaer, of 
which, $100 for France, 600 OO 

Brooklyn, First Ch. 193, C. S. Lord, 1, 194 00 

Cairo, Wm. Avery, L. M. in part, 5 ;'Mr8.' 
Polly, L. M. in part, 10, per Dr. Porter. 15 00 

Catskill, S. S. Day, 10; John Locke, 10; 
James Locke, 5 ; J. Atwater 10 ; Fnend, 
1; J. Millard, 10; E. B. Day, 3, per 
Dr. Porter, 49 00 

Central Agency at Utica, receipts for the 

year, 3634 47 

Champlain Benev. Soc, per J. Savacfe, tt 44 
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China, First Cong'l Ch., per R. M. Ly- 
man, 6 01 
East Hebrbn Ch., per Rev. J. A. Clayton, 5 00 
East Otto Ch., per Rev. D. T. Conde, 6 25 
East Windsor, E. Hitchcock, per Dr. 

Porter, 10 00 

Gilbertsville, Presbyterian Ch. 63 47 

Harford Male and Fem.Soc., per A. C. 

Tuttle, 30 00 

Hudson, Sturgin Sloan^ L. M., per Dr. 

Porter, • "^ 30 00 

Jamestown, Elial T. Foote. L. M., 30 00 

Lansingburgh, Mrs. Phebe Janes, fbr 

France, 5 00 

Lexington, Edward Payson, L. M. in full, 
per Dr. Porter, 10; Ch. 2 64, per Dr. 
Porter, / 12 64 

Lockport, Miss Emma Hicks, 4 00 

Montlcello, Presb. Ch., ner Rev. J. Adams, 13 00 
Moriah, Friend, ' 1 50 

A*«r- York City, viz .'— 
Bleecker-st. CA., Ladies, per Mrs. C. S. 
Goddard, 188 50: Mon. Con. Coll., per 
M. Wilbur, 5 86, 194 36 

Duane-st. Ch., Laclies, per Mrs. C. Mulli- 
gan, Tr., 120 50 ; Sab. Bch. Asso., per 
Mr. Brown, 130 85, 251 35 

Mercer-st. Ch., Mon. Con. Coll., two pay- 
ments, of which 150 is designated by 
two individuals for France, per L. Hol- 
brook, 327 95 

Murray-at. Ch., Sab. Sch. Miss. Assoc, 
per W. Fergus, Trees., $100 00 ; 
Friend, 5 : do. for France 3 : do. per Dr. 
Peters, 5, 13 00 

Oyster Ponds. L. L, Ch., 15 00 

Plattekill, N. Y., Presb. Ch., 69 

Rochester Brick Ch., Young Ladies Sew. 
i3oc., to const. Rev. David N. Merritt a 
L. M., 30 00 

Rye H. M. S^, per A. P. Carpenter, 28 00 

Sandy Hill Sab. Sch. Class, per Sarah 

Stow, 100 

Smithfield, Ladies' Benev. Soc., in part to 
const. Rev. J. M. M'Cord, a L. D., per 
C. J. Bockee, Treas., 30 00 

Troy, 2d Ch., per C. Lyman, 75 00 

Wadmg River, L. I., Missionary box, and 

Mon. Con. Coll^ per N. Tuttle, 7 38 

Walton, Rev. A. Bassett, Z 00 

Yorktown Cong'l Ch., Mon. Con. Coll., to 
const. Rev. Wm. A. Hyde a L. M., 30 ; 
Dr. H.White, 20, 50 00 

Cash, per Rev. H. Boynton, 25 00 

NEW-jfeRSEY— 
Caldwell, Bal. of Coll., per J. Provost, 39 04 

Connecticut Farms, Presb. Ch., t<s const. 

Rev. Robert Street a L. M., 46 90 

Dover Presb. Ch., Mon. Con. Coll., per J. 

M. Allen, 10 00 

Hanover Presb. Ch., in full to const. Rev. 

Sumner Mondeville a L. M., 13 00 

Farsippany, Fern. Evan. Miss. Soc, per 

Miss Howell, . 8 50 

Princeton, Josiah Cary, 1 ; FHend, 1, 2 00 

Houth Orange, Presb. Ch. Mon. Con. Coll. 3 00 
Wantage, 1st Presb. Ch., per Rev. G. Pier- 
son, 46 00 
West MUford, Presb. Ch., 20 00 
Westville, Mon. Con. Coll., per J. Pro- 
vost, 11 50 
PENNSYLVANIA— 
Bethany, Presb. Cong*l Mon. Con. Coll., 

per Rev. A. Ketcham, 4 00 

Harford, a young Lady, per Rev. A. Miller, 1 00 
Lawrenceville, Presb. Ch. Mon. Con. 

CoU., per Rev. E. D. Wells, 15 00 

Montrose, Presb. Ch. Coll. in part, per 
Rev. G. N. Judd, 31 ; Wm. Jessup, 
Esq. L. M. 30 ; from the estate of the 
late Daniel Foster, 4, 65 00 

Norristown, Presb. Ch., to const. Mrs. 
Catherine Adair, a L. M. 30 00 

Philadelphia, viz .— 
First Presb. Cfc., Coll. in part, Gent. 866, 
Ladiee317, 1183 00 



Jasper Corning, 50; C. M'Intire,50; 1^. 

Fleming, 50 ; C. Donald, 5, 155 00 * 

Fifth Presb. Ch., Coll. in part, Gent 

75 60, Ladies 26 50, 102 10 

John Borland, per J, Otis, 25 00 

Lancaster, Wm. Kirkpatrick, Esq. L. D., lOO 00 
PotlsvUle, Presb. Ch. j)er Rev. J. M'Cool, 25 00 
Reading, Hon. Wm. Darling, 50 00 

TENNESSE&- 
Columbia, Dr. Barber, in part to const, his 

son Philip E. Barber, a L. M., 15 00 

Kentucky, Rev. J. Lane, 10 00 

OHIO— 
Central Committee for the West, Receipts 
for the year, 2289 02 

do., per Rev. H. Little, 187 89 

do., per Rev. J. Lade, 150 63 

Canton, Presb. Ch^ per T. M. Hopkins, 1 25 00 
Cleaveland, Mary Day, per Dr. Porter, 10 00 

Sandusky, City 8- Mass, 2 00 

MISSOURI— 
St- Louis, Andrew Elliott, per Rev. E. P. 

Lovejoy, 5 00 

CANADA— 
Education and Home Missionary Society, 

receipts for the year, 604 30 

Home Missionary, 54 21 



$53,145 38 
KNOWLES TAYLOR, Treasurer. 



Receipts 0/ the Western Jlgericy, at OenevOi JV. T., 
from April 11, to May 1, 1836. 
Auburn, First Ch., E. Hills, to sustain a 
Missionary, 100 ; C. B. Hotchkiss, semi- 
annual payment, to sustain a Missiona- 
ry, 50 ; Others, 72, 222 00 
Second Ch., Dr. Richards, 10; R. Cook, 
5 ; J. Porter, 3 ; T. Noyes, 3 jJ. T. Pier- 
son, 1 ; N. D. Carhart, 1 : H. G. Van 
Anden, 1 ; J. Milla^, 1 ; Others, 16 50, 41 50 
Buffalo, Hiram Pratt, semi-annual dona- 
tion, 50; H. B. Potter, do. 50; Geo. 
Coit, do. 50 ; H. P. Russell, do. 50; H. R. 
Seymour, do. 50 ; G. R. Babcock, 10» 260 00 
Canandaigua, J. V. Bemis, 100; Gent. 

115 55; Ladies 22, 237 55 

Candor^ 10 00 

Carroll, 16 66 

Castletott, N. Whitney, 5 ; J. Tallman, 5 ; 
Thankful Whitney, 2 • O. Whitney, 2 ; 
J. W. Whitney, 2: li. W. Jones; 2; 
C. Whitaey, 2: S. Hart, 2; Esther 
Tallman, 1; O. Childs, 1 : Elvira Col- 
well, 1 ; T. Tallman. 1 ; Harriet Jones, - 
1 ; T. H. Childs, 1; Others, 2 25, 30 25 

Danby 13 00 

East Bloomfield, Messrp. Mnnson, Eggles- 

ton & Goss, 155 00 

Geneva, Rev. Henry Dwight, 1000; C. A. 
Cook, to sustain a Missionary, 100; 
Mission. Soc., per H. Handy, 43, 1143 00 

Ithaca, 14 50 

Lyons. P. Perrine, 10 ; Maj. Price, 5 ; J. 
Lach, 3; J: Smith, 2: H. Gear, 2; F. 
White, 2; Rev. S. Hubbell, 1; Mr. 
Vanderbilt, 1; Mrs. R. Foster, 1 ; Oth- 
ers, 13 20, 40 20 
Ladies' H. M. S., Mrs. Mallerr, Treas., 34 25 
Newark, Tioga Co., N. Y., or which 21 is 

by Fem. H. M. S., 30 07 

Newfield, 8 50 

Ovid, Peter Doig, to sustain a Blissionary, 

100; Others, TOO, 200 00 

Palmyra, Fem. M. S., to const. Mrs. Emi- 
ly Shumway, a L. M.. 30 00 
Penn Yan, Ladies H. M. S., 100 00 
Pine Grove, G. White, 5 00 
Portland, 8 64 
Vienna, to sustain a Missionary in the Val- 
* ley of the Mississippi, 15 previously ac- 
knowledged, 85 00 

9Q04 12 
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Go, Preach the Gospel AfarJfcxvi. 15. 

Hqv shall they preach except they be sentT.. «i?om. x- 15. 



T«1,IX. 
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AGENCIES AND AUXILIARIES OF THE AMERICAN HOME 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

In order to render the exposition of the spirit as well as the operations of the 
several hranches of the A. H. M. Society more complete than could be done in 
the summary of the Tenth Report, pubhshed last month, we subjoin copious ex- 
tracts from the returns of the following Agencies and Auxiliaries : — 



THE WfeSTERN AGENCY 

Of the A. A. H. Jtf. -S. for the State of 
NeW'York, 
The "Western Agency," is a board of 
inquiry and reference for the district em- 
bracing seventeen of the western coun. 
ties of the SUte of New-York. 

EXTRACTS TAOM THK TENTH ANNUAL RE- 
PORT. 

Since our last report, 63 missionaries 
have been commiseioned to perform 58^ 
years of ministerial service, in 69 congre- 

fations. To sustain these missionaries, 
[5,730 have been pledged. The actual 
number of different missionaries in the 
service of the Board, including those 
commissioned last year, whose commis. 
•ions extended into the present year, is 74. 
The good effected by these missions, 
ries cannot be estimated. ** The wilder' 
nets and the 9olitary place have been glad 
for them,'" They have preached the Gos- 
pel statedly in 90 different churches. 
These churches, witktheir Sabbath schools 
and Bible classes, their temperance and 
|>rayer meetings, have moved (orward in 
the wor)E of God. Our missionaries have 
gone forth weeping, bearing precious soed, 
and God has caused them to return re.^ 
joicing, bringing their sheaves with them. ^ 
Five of our missionaries have been in. 
stalled pastors over their respective 
churches. Eleven meeting houses have 
been erected. Several have been tho. 
roughly repaired, and others are going up* 
Vol. IX, 6 



Eighteen of the churches aided, have en- 
joyed seasons of refreshing from on high. 
Nine hundred and nincty.eight have been 
reported as added to the churches ; seven 
hundred and eighteen of them on confes- 
sion of their faith. Twenty-five new 
fields have been taken up, and seventeen 
missionaries commissioned, who were ne. 
ver before in the service of the Board. 
Four churches aided, have expressed their 
determination to sustain the Gospel with- 
out further missionary aid. But this is 
only a small part of the number that will 
hereafter sustain tho Gospel themselves. 
Many churches are making noble efforts 
to do this. It is a luxury to them to ar- 
rive at this degree of «trength, because 
then they can co.operate efficiently in 
sending the Gospel to the destitute. Not 
ignorant of feebleness, they delight to 
help the feeble. 

mSBURSEMENTS. 

The expense of this agency, for the 
year just past, was borne by forty indivi. 
duals, who contributed the necessary 
amount, $5,050, in donations varying 
from $1,000, to $100. These men have 
sustained a great and noble work. The 
churches aided, hold them in remem. 
brance. They have made for themselves 
an enduring monument. Their names are 
engraved, not on stone, but on the tablets 
of renovated, immortal minds. Their 
munificence has also placed at the dispo. 
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sal of the Board, a sum sufficient to tus. 
tain FiFTT Missionaries in other parts of 
our land, as all the smaller donations re- 
ceived during the same time have, in con- 
sequence, been transmitted to the parent 
Society for this purpose. 

RECEIPTS. 

The receipts and pledges on this field, 
for the year, ending May 1, 1836, are in 
advance of all preceding years. The 
Board were of opinion at the commence, 
ment of the year, that Western New- 
York should now not only supply its own 
destitute, but should also ** be largely tri- 
butary to the advancement of the same 
blessed cause in other nominally Chris- 
tian countries.'* With great confidence 
in the piety, intelligence, resources and 
benevolence of the churches in Western 
New. York, they resolved to raise in these 
churches, $10,000, in sums of :i^lOO and 
upwards. It was proposed that the fee. 
ble churches in this part of the state 
should be sustained from the sums thus 
raised, and that the surplus should be ex. 
pended without the bounds of the United 
States, as the Lord should open tl>e way 
to send forth labourers into fields nomi. 
nally Christian, — and that all donations of 
less than $100, should be expended at the 
south and west of our own country. 

This effort has been nearly completed. 
Nine thousand six hundred dollars have 
been subscribed in pledges of $100 and 
upwards, including a few pledges of $50, 
where two individuals have united in sub- 
scribing $ 100. In this effort we have one 
•ubscription of $1,000— one of $500— 
and one of $200.— The others with the 
exceptions above mentioned, are pledges 
of $100 each. The sum received on this 
field,isS10,63502. Ofthissum,$793 were 
received from churches receiving aid, and 
$1,883, from churches that have been aid- 
ed by the agency since its connexion 
with the A. H. M. S. The receipts and 
subscriptions, which will be paid within a 
year, exceed S15»000. So that Western 
New.York will hereafter sustain one hun- 
dred missionariea, in addition to thote 
within it8 hounds, 

.The churches that have paid the largest 
sums are the following: 

Geneva, $1,664 81.— Buffalo, 1st Ch. 
$1,1-29 62.— Rochester, Brick Church, 
$701 25.— Auburn, Ist Church, $523 25. 
— Ithaca,$46288.— Ovid,$400.— Canan. 
daigiia, $281 90.— Rochester, 1st Church, 
$368 74.— East Bloomfield, $365 56.— 
Geneseo, $260.— Penn Yan, S251 10.— 
Vienna, $210 06.— Rush vi lie, $194 31.— 
L/oai, $175 95.— Ogden, $163 68. 



NBCBSSITT FOR THIS WORK. 

In Western- New-York, we have a de- 
monstration of the importance of the 
Home Missionary enterprise. In the 
memory of some now livii.g, this part of 
the state was a wilderness. There are 
few churches that have not been aided by 
Home Missionary Societies. The Con- 
necticut Missionary Society — the Gene- 
va Agency, and the United Domestic 
Missionary Society, rendered effectual aid 
to many churches, previous to the exist- 
ence of the A. H. M. S. Thirty yesra 
ago, there was but one presbytery within 
the bounds of this agency ; now there are 
ten. Since the organization of the A. H. 
M. S., ten years ago, the agency has aid- 
ed 231 different churches in the 17 West- 
ern counties of the state. Most of these 
churches do not need further missionary 
aid. Indeed, there would scarcely be a 
church that has been aided several years, 
that would still need assistance, were it 
not for the tide of emigration which is 
setting 80 strongly towards the west. 
Hundreds of pious families, from our 
missionary churches, yearly leave this 
part of the state for the far west. A pastor 
informed me, that one fourth of the names 
of those* who signed his call a year ago, 
had since disposed of their farms, and bad 
either gone, or were making arrange- 
ments to go west. This church was for- 
merly aided— but for some years it has 
sustained the Gospel without missionary 
aid, and notwithstanding this great remc 
val of its members, will still continue to 
do so. We rejoice that our brethren in 
such multitudes are going west. Thej 
will build up the moral wastes wherever 
God casts their lot; but their removal 
tends to keep these churches feeble, and 
to prbtract the period of their receiving 
aid. Would we estimate the good done 
by the A. H. M. S. in Western New.York, 
we must look further than to the churches 
which have been aided, and which are 
rising to strength and respectability. We 
must follow the thousands who have been 
converted in these churches, and who 
have removed to the distant west, and 
trace their influence in laying thefounda- 
tions for a moral, intelligent, and reKgioas 
community. Western New-York will not 
forget her indebtedness to this Society. 
She is now saying to its directors, **6o 
forward, and accomplish the great work 
to which God has called you. Depend on 
our ccoperation in all your enlarged and 
extended plans for doing good. Yon 
have stood by ns in the day of our fee- 
bleness, we will stand by you in the day 
of our strength.** 
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CXNT|UL AQKNCT 



Of M« A. H. jr. S. in th$ State of New- 
York. 

ANNUAL REPORT. 

It is reflreshiDg to look back upon the 
doeing yeary and mark the traces of **the 
good hand of our God upon us.** Through 
every successive month, the smiles and 
munificence of our Heavenly Father have 
mingled along our patliway. God has not 
said to one of our Board, or to one of our 
missionaries, **Give an account of thy 
stewardship, for thou shalt be no longer 
steward,** bat He has bestowed such an 
abundance of health, that but few weeks 
labour have been lost among all our mis. 
eionaries during the whole year. And 
though it has rather been a year of going 
forth, weeping, bearing precious seed, 
still, not a few have returned with rejoi- 
cing, bringiiig their sheaves with them. 
Another year*s experience has manifestly 
strengthened the conviction of our church- 
es, that God favours the Home Mission, 
ary cause — that it is an adopted child of 
the King of Kings. We believe we speak 
their feelings when we say, they regard 
this branch of benevolent effort as their 
beneficent friend, the friend of their chil. 
dren, the friend of their country, the 
friend of the whole world. 

Since the organization of this agency, 
six and a half years past, 140 churches 
have received the waters of life through 
this channel. Two hundred and thirty 
years labour have been bestowed upon 
those scattered, hungry children of our 
Father's household, by your missionaries. 

During the past year, we have ccmmis. 
sioned, by your direction, forty -seven mis. 
sionaries to labour forty.siz years and 
nine months, in fifty-four churches and 
contiguous destitute neighbourhoods. — 
Thirty years of missionary service have 
been performed on this field since our last 
report. The whole expense of the agen- 
cy, which falls within the year, is $4t22(i 
83, and there has been received into our 
treasury $3,6.34 47. 

An arrangement has been finished the 
past year, which is deemed of vital im. 
portanco to the systematic, efficient and 
united action of our churches in their 
Christian enterprise. The appointment 
of a committee of Missions has been se- 
cured in each presbytery and congregation - 
ai association in this district of the state, 
with the exception of St. Lawrence ce., 
whose executive committee acts a similar 
~ part, and Jefferson and Lewis counties, 
whara there is a joint coa»mittee of the 



presbytery and association. The meOi- 
bers of these committees are known by 
the churches within their respective 
bounds^ and they know the condition of 
their churches and the character of the 
ministers labouring among them, aad they 
cannot but feel a peculiar interest in ha. 
ving their own waste places built up. The 
duty of these committees is to visit, coun- 
sel, and encourage the destitute churches; 
to be an organ of correspondence for them 
in securing ministers, and to forward to 
us applications for aid from their churches 
with their own opinion in the case. 

The prospect before us was never more 
cheering. There is nothing wanting to 
carry this agency beyond the necessity of 
foreign aid, and enable it to pour the fbr* 
tilizing streams of Gospel truth over the 
less favored portions of our country, bui^ 
a little more of that spirit which made the 
Saviour sympathize with our ruined raco, 
and rejoice to become poor for a time that 
they might be rich for eternity, God has 
opened an effectual door before us, and 
removed the obstructions that have been 
in our path to success. The field is wide, 
and loaded with a ripening harvest, some 
of which is falling into the earth for want 
of labourers. God has given our church- 
es sons enough to gather every sheaf on 
this extended territory, and a host of rea. 
pers to spare for other parts of our needy 
world. He has given our churches wealth 
enough to educate as many of their sons 
as the enterprise demands, and to sustain 
them on the field of labour. No portion 
of God's heritage can ask for greater fa- 
oilities than we enjoy, to lay up for our- 
selves a rich treasure in the heavens.— 
Our blessed Master is saying to us, "He 
that soweth bountifully shall reap also 
bountifully." Jesus is assuring us that 
he sustained no loss by involving his cha. 
ractcr for a time, and his whole earthly 
interests in the work of man's salvation : 
so far from it, that he had a name given 
him which is above every name, and ha 
became heir of all thiiigs. More and 
more of God's people are involving their 
interests in this productive enterprise; 
and we shall be disappointed if they do 
not continue to come forward in larger 
numbers, with a more willing hand and 
a greater heart, until they can say, **Tha 
command of Christ is obeyed throughout 
our bounds— "the Gospel is preached to 
every creature — salvation, *like a sea of 
glory,' is rolling through all our vallies 
and over all our hills and mountains, and 
bearing injmortal life upon its bosom far 
hence to nations in the shadow of death." 
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OENTRAi ]»OARD OF AGENCY 



For the W$8iem States ^heated at Cincin* 
nati, Ohio. 

EXTRAOTS FROM THE ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE AGENT. 

Acting as Agent for the Board, I have 
spent but a small portion of my time col- 
lecting funds. I have not asked for mo. 
ney more than twentj.fiye times during 
the year, and S3»01S 37 has been collect, 
ed. There was about $250 in the treasu. 
ry, April 15th, 1835. I have paid for 
printing reports and anniversary expenses, 
S60 68. $1,666 87 has been paid out to 
missionaries; $1037 82 held at ^our order, 
and about $250 now remains in the trea- 
sury. 

In a country so new, all is yet unorga- 
nized, and I find most of my time is de- 
raanded by infant congregations to help 
them raise the salary of their ministers, 
and adjust ether matters necessary to 
their success. In one case, two small 
churches could promise a missionary but 
$110; with a little assistance from an 
agent and another ministerial brother, 
they were able to raise the subscription to 
near $300. Another minister received 
only $1^00 from his people, and was obli. 
gedto engage in some secular employ- 
ment for the remainder of his support. — 
The congregation needed only to have the 
subject fairly presented before them, and 
they raised $300 instead of $200— pur- 
chased a good bell, and by the active la- 
hours of a'pastor, were enabled, afler alit. 
tie more than a year, to raise $400, which 
was his full support. In another growing 
town, during a visit of three days, moro 
than $1000 was secured to pay up arrear- 
ages to their minister, and to put him in 
possession of a dwelling house suitable for 
his family. They also raised his salary 
$250 above what it was before, so that' he 
will not in future be subject to embarrass- 
ments. Dutiesof this character demand 
a great proportion of my time. I consid. 
or that much more is done for the cause 
of missions wl>ere we help a feeble church 
to raise $100 for themselves, than when 
) we persuade a stronger church to give 
them that amount. 

We now look forward with intense 
anxiety to the future. Our large rivers 
meander through a boundless territory of 
fertilo soil, which is now selling at govern- 
mcnt prices, and must be shortly occupied 
by a population that will give character 
to the coming generation. Capitalists 
are investing their monev, and emigrants 
from all countries, and of every character. 



like the swarms of locusts, are taking 
possession. Speculation rages strangely 
among us, and is likely to pervade the 
whole country, not leaving even the mi. 
nisters of the Gospel free from the infec- 
tion. A small proportion of the emigrants 
are pious, devout men, but they soon find 
themselves beyond the restraint of friends, 
the force of habit weakened, and the 
strange circumstances in which they are 
thrown, alluring them to be careless abeiit 
maintaining the Christian character they 
once sustained. Many of this class do 
very little to advance moral and religious 
institutions around them, and are merged 
in secular cares and speculations. 

One missionary writes, " I heard of a 
Presbyterian professor out six miles, and 
went to visit him, and before my return, 
found eight. I went out six miles in an- 
other direction, and found six others. — 
There are three or four hundred Presbyte- 
rian professors in the country, and proba- 
bly not more than two thirds of them 
have here united with any church. O the 
temptations to worldliness in this country, 
and how much grace we need to with, 
stand them ! This is but a fair specisoen 
of what may be found in other missionary 
fields. Established Christians in our old 
settlements cannot easily conceive the 
temptations to which they will be expo- 
sed upon leaving their homes for a resi. 
dence in, the growing west. But wo 
would not be understood to dissuade the 
emigration from the older countries. Af- 
ter all that can be said, the proportion of 
such men will be altogether too nmall. If 
you send in among us impenitent, enter- 
prising and openly vicious men, it is but 
right that you should send along with 
them some enterprising Christians, as salt 
to preserve them. When I hear a man 
in the East or in the older parts of the 
West complain that so many pious men 
are emigrating, I am grieved that he should 
not take a larger and more consistent view 
of the subject; and especially would 
we urge the churches from which*" our 
emigrants come, to send her sons to preach 
the Gospel to them. Your brothers, and 
sisters, and neighbours, have come over 
the mountains. I have seen them scat- 
tered over the prairies, and wandering 
through these dense forests like sheep 
without a shepherd ; and unless you send 
us ministers of enterprise and piety, who 
can stand against the torrent of er :or and 
sin, those dear friends must be lo^t, and 
leave a curse upon the generation that 
follows. After all that;ha8 been said and 
written about supplying the West with 
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miniBtersof the Gospel, the one half has 
not been told, and we tremble lest the sub- 
ject should not be understood and felt 
till posterity learn it by bitter experience.'* 

BOARD OF AGENCY 

For Home Mignontin Philadelphia. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE ANNUAL REPORT. 

The most superficial obserrer of the 
signs of the times, cannot have failed to 
see that they are marked by peculiarities 
of deep and thrilling interest. A feverish 
excitability of the public mind, a war of 
opinion extending over half the globe, the 
wane of long established systems of false 
religion, and a spirit of untiring enterprise, 
portend changes which must powerfully 
affect the intellectual, civil, and religious 
condition of a large portion of the human 
family. From the relative position of this 
nation, its vast resources, and its high re- 
putation abroad for intelligence, piety and 
enterprise, it must necessarily exert a pro- 
digious influence in deciding their destiny 
both for the life that now is, and for that 
which is to come. Nor is it less evident 
that nothing can render this influence be. 
nign, but the general prevalence of the 
principles and spirit of the Gospel among 
its citizens. It is not without reference 
to the amazing interests involved in the 
doings of the present generation in this 
land, that this Board have conducted their 
operations during the year. Far as the- 
results of our labours are below our de- 
sires and aims, we cannot contemplate 
them witiiout a deep sense of our obliga- 
tions to the friends, and especially to the 
God of missions. 

During the year, thirty.seven missiona- 
ries have been employed on the field em. 
braced in this Agency. The entire amount 
of good secured by their instrumentality, 
eternity only can reveal. A degree of it 
is now apparent in the progress of educa- 
tion and the cause of temperance, in in- 
creased attention to Sabbath school in- 
struction, the preaching of the Gospel, and 
other means of grace. The labours of some 
of our missionaries have been attended with 
signal displays of divine mercy. The peo- 
ple of God have been reclaimed from their 
wanderings, humbled and revived, and ex- 
cited to unwonted fervor in prayer, and 
activity in duty ; and sinners have siven 
evidence of reconciliation to God and con- 
secration to His service. Among the 
churches thus signalized by the reviving 
influence of the Holy Spirit, "are the Ist 
PresbjTterian Church, Southwark, and the 
2d African Church, Philadelphia. In the 



fonder, between thirty and forty are be- 
lieved to have been made the subjects of 
renewing grace, and the work of the Lord 

among that people, is still in progress. 

The latter has received an accession of 
sixty -three members. Two other stations 
in this city, and the infant church at Co. 
lumbus, Burlington co. N.J., all of which 
are aided by the Society, are now blessed 
with gentle distillations of divine influence. 
For these displays of divine mercy, let 
Zion's King be praised ; and let all who 
love his salvation, pray unceasingly that 
He may bless all the churches with times 
of refreshing from his presence, and spee- 
dily fill our land and world with his glo- 
ry. 

The growing interests manifested by the 
Christian community in the objects and 
efforts of the Society, constitute another 
ground of encourgement and hope. The 
number of its friends has increased, and 
former contributors to its funds have ex* 
hibited an enlarged spirit of liberality, 
thereby evincing undiminished confidence 
in the safety and utility of its operations, 
and growing attachment to its interests. 
Notwithstanding our agent was compelled 
by sickness to suspend his labours nearly 
six weeks, the receipts from this field ex- 
ceed those of the preceding year. The 
amount received into the treasury », since 
our last annual report, is S5,830 49. If 
to this be added pledges to be redeemed 
in a few months, the aggregate would 
considerably exceed $6000. Among the 
contributors to our funds, are several 
churches, which, in the feebleness of their 
infancy, were aided by the Society. They 
no longer need its assistance, but cheer- 
fully co-operate in efforts to supply the 
destitute with the bread and water of life. 
An elder of one of the churches, which had 
attained strength and maturity under its 
fostering care, remarked to our agent with 
strong emphasis and deep emotion, *'No 
people are more deeply indebted to the 
American Home Missionary Society than 
we." Their sense of their obligations for 
its assistance and attachment to its inter- 
ests, they expressed not in words merely, 
but by subscribing more tlian one hundred 
dollars in aid of its funds, most of which 
has been paid into our treasury. 

NEW.HAMPSHIRE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

A brief view of its present operations and 
wants. Prepared by Rp.v» Isaac Willey, 
Secretary of the Society. 

At present there is great need of such 
efforts as this Society is making. More 



Digitized by 



Google 



46 



THE HOME MISSIONARY. 



[JuLt, 



thftn ibrty of the 'permanent ministers of 
this state are now aided by it ; — ministers 
who, within a few years, have consented to 
go into places where the people are una. 
Die to support them. This number con. 
stitutes one third of the Congregational 
ministers in the state. They are acting 
as the pastors of a still greater number of 
churches. These cliurches have been ga. 
thered within some few years past, or 
have been raiced up from a state of inac* 
tivity and destitution, by the efforts of 
this Society. They are now generally 
among the most happy, prosperous, and, 
according to their ability, efficient 
churches in the state. There are in them 
examples of piety which are the glory of 
oar Zion. They have been owned of God 
and blessed. In many instances they are 
expecting soon to sustain their own insti- 
tutions. Five within the past six months 
have shown that they can do without the 
aid which they had been receiving, and 
are now uniting their efforts to aid 
others. 

The following facts, as the results of 
missionary operation8,havebeen obtained: 
In a town in this state where, iive years 
ago, there was a little seceding church of 
35 members, destitute of a minister and 
of a house of worship, and surrounded by 
errors of the most enticing and destruc. 
tive character, a minister has been settled 
by the aid of the Missionary Society; 94 
havebeen added to the church ; two have 
gone forth from it as missionaries to the 
heathen, and four young men belonging 
to it are in a course of preparation for 
the ministry. In another church aided by 
this Society, 130 members have been re- 
ceived within the last ten years. To ano. 
ther, 91 members have been added within 
the last eight years. The number of ad. 
ditions to another church has been 107 
within the last ten years. In another 
town a minister was settled about five 
years ago, when the church consisted of 
two males and a few females. It now 
consists of 75 members, embracing a 
large portion of the most influential men 
in the place, and has several young 
men in a course of preparation for the 
ministry. These results are believed to be 
a fair example of what might be obtained 
firom other places receiving missionary 
aid. 
^ In addition to the 44 churches now 
aided by this Society, there are more than 
30 for which no provision has been made. 
These are generally small, and widely 
Mattered over a broken country. Many 
of them have not been together so much 
«■ to celobrato the aiifferings of theu: Lord 



for a number of years. Some of them at 
this time are making efforts to secure the 
preaching of the Gospel among them ; but 
after all they can do their hopes must 
rest upon the oncouragement which they 
shall receive from this i^ociety. 

There are also sixty towns in the state 
in which there is no Congregational 
church — leaving out of the account seve- 
ral in which there are but few people. 
Some of these towns have churches of 
other denominations, and preaching by 
ministers of these denominations. But 
the instances are few where th^y have in 
these places established societies and con- 
stant worship. We would that it were 
otherwise. We have no parly purposes 
or sectarian interests to be secured in our 
attempts to provide for the people in these 
places the preaching of the Gospel. It is 
their perishing condition which should 
move us to this work. We are prepared 
therefore to rejoico ** in every way" in 
which this Gospel is preached to them. 
But where there is no one to preach to 
them, or where they are looking to us for 
this purpose, it is not to be doubted that 
thoy should receive it at our hands. More 
than 20 new applications for this purpose 
have been made to this Society during 
the past year. These applications will be 
found, on examination, it is believed in 
every case, to be from places where there 
can be no hope of securing the preaching 
of the Gospel without the aid of this So- 
ciety. 

The wants of this people are great, and 
the demands upon the missionary Society 
are increasing every year, as the people 
in our destitute towns can be aroused to 
the importance of a preached Gospel. Our 
attention is particularly called at this time 
to our manufacturing establishments. In 
these places our beloved youth are congre- 
gated in multitudes; and for them the 
preaching of the Gospel, where it is not 
enjoyed, should in every instance be pro- 
vided. 

In view of our whole state we are en- 
couraged from present appearances to be- 
lieve, that with the blessing of our gra- 
cious God and Redeemer, a united and 
vigorous effort for a few years in the cause 
of Home Missions would greatly extend 
the borders of our Zion, and add to her 
strength. Shall this effort be made 7 
Will the friends of religion unite in this 
enterprise, and do what is needful to. be 
done? or shall the ways of Zion still 
mourn, and the multitude of our fellow 
men, created with us for immortality, and 
redeemed by the blood of Christ, be per. 
mitted to go into eternity in their present 
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blindness and tin, and other generations 
come forward, and live and die in the same 
way ? Shall all this be, because the pro. 
fesded learners and followers of our lihrd 
love their property — their farms, their 
houses and their goods, — more than they 
do his suifering cause ! 

MA88ACHUSBTTB MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

The Anniversary of this Society was 
held in Boston, on Tuesday evening. May 
24th ; the Rev. Dr. Woods, of Andover, 
President, in the chair. The meeting wa5! 
addressed by Rev. Messrs. Milton Badger, 
Asso. Sec. of the A. H. M. S. ; Samuel 
A. Fay, of Northboro'; SamuolJohnsun, 
Gen. Agent of the Maine M. S. ; J. C. 
Brown, of St. Petersburgh, and Professor 
Bokum. 

The report of the Secretary, Rev. R. 
S. Storrs, D. D., presented many facts of 
unusual interest and encouragement to 
the friends of Home Missions. And 
while we call the attention of our readers 
to some of the more prominent of tiiese, 
we would make distinctive mention, of 
what ought to be recorded to the praise of 
the churches in Massachusetts, that the 
amountof their contributions to the Home 
Missionary cause, extended out of their 
own limits, is far in advance of that of any 
other state in the Union. 

The amount received into the Treasury 
the year past, $i24,722 22 -including a 
balance in the treasury on last settlement, 
oi 88,922 55. 

Expenditures from the treasury, during 
the year past, is8l8«B01 22, leaving in 
the treasury the 21st inst., $5,921 00. 

Transmitted to the parent society, the 
year past, $10,479. 

Expended in Massachusetts, $8,322 22. 

Seventy-two missionary stations have 
been occupied the past year by seventy, 
one missionaries. 

Eight houses of worship have been 
built by the members of the assisted so. 
cieties, for the accommodation of their 
families and the comnuinities in which 
they live. 

It is computed that more than ten thou, 
-sand persons attend on the ministrations 
of the missionaries; and that 3,671 of 
these profess faith in Christ.. 

In 41 churches, 353 persons have been 
added during the year. 

In 31 congregations, there are 2,847 
Mft>hath^chool pupils. 

The Bible classes, in sixteen oongrega. 
tions, embrace 508 youth. 

The collections for Home Missions, in 
iirenty-siz congregations, amount to 



$762,88, and for other objects of benoTO- 
lence, to $1,821 27. 

In 19 congregations there has been un- 
usual attention to religion. In eight of 
these, the revivals have been marked and 
powerful. 

Claasiji cation of the Churches. — Of tbei 
72 churches assisted, 40 are of compara- 
tively tecent origin. Most of them are 
still small, and embrace not many of the 
rich, nor the wise, nor the influential. 
Twelve of them are located in seaports, 
where a large proportion of the people are 
seafaring men, absent from their families 
much of the year. Nine of them are 
planted in the bosom of manufacturing 
villages, where the fixed population is 
small, and where the mass of mind to be 
moved by the truth is constantly chang. 
ing. Sixteen or eighteen of them are so 
small, and circumstances so unpropitioue 
to their increase, that for many years, 
probably, they will require an amount of 
annual aid, equal to what they have hi- 
therto received. 

Newly planted and revived Churches^F-^ 
More than 30 churches that have former- 
ly received aid in Massachusetts, now en- 
joy their privileges without reliance on 
the Missionary Society. Reports have 
been received from 14 of these the past 
year, stating their present condition. 
From these reports it appears, 

1. That the aggregate number of mem. 
hers in these 14 churches, when they a p. 
plied for aid to the M. M. S., was 403. 
Since that time, there have been added to 
them, 2,479 : their present number is 
2,313. 

2. In 10 of these congregations, (10 
only report on this point,) the average 
number of worshippers is 3,325. 

3. In 10 of them, there are 2,247 Sab- 
bath scholars. 

4. In four of them, are 3,665 subscri- 
bers to the pledge of total abstinence ; in 
all of them the cause of temperanee is 
firmly sustained. 

5. In 10 of them, the annual contribu* 
tions to the cause of benevolence amount 
to $3,317 ; more than S330 each. 

Allowing that these 10 churches receiv. 
ed $5UU each in the course of five years, 
the amount of thoir receipts from Mis- 
sionary funds would be $5,000 ; but at 
their present rate of contributions to the 
treasury of the Lord (and it is increasinf 
every year) in five years they will have 
returned more than $16,500. Is not thie 
a profitable investment then of the ** tal- 
ents'* given us by the Lord, for improve, 
ment in his service ? Can any man better 
employ a pertioB of the substance loaned 
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him bj heaven for the apbuilding of the 
church, than in the support of Hdme 
Itf issions 7 This however is a matter of 
inferior consideration, if compared with 



the hundreds of conversions to Christ,and 
the thousands brought under the imme- 
dilute influence of evangelical trutbtjin the 
sanctuarjtBible class, Sabbath school, &c . 



CORRESPONDENCE OF THE A. H. M. S. 



LeUera from the Reo. Dr, Rauehi an the eharactet-j 
necessities aftd prospects^ of the Oermans %n the 
United Stdtes.—Jfo. FlI. 

GERMAN GHARAOTERISTICS. 

The following is the last of the series of let- 
ters furnished us by our esteemed correspond- 
ent, Dr, R. It was received in season for our 
June number of the Missionary, but its publica- 
tion was delayed partly on account of the full 
supply of other matter connected with the An- 
niversary of the Society, and partly because 
we entertained some doubts as to the wisdom 
of the plan proposed by the writer for the sup- 
ply of our German population with the admi- 
nistration of the Gospel. Our own opinion 
on this subject is expressed by Dr. Schmucker, 
in his address published in our last, viz, : The 
Gospel should be preached to the Germans, if 
possible, by men who can at the same time in- 
struct their children in the language of the 
land, and incorporate them with the great body 
of the American people. The labourers must 
therefore principally^ be derived from the ranks 
of the American Germans, who have a verna- 
cular acquaintance with both languages. On 
further reflection, however, we presume that 
Dr, Ranch will accord with us in this opinion 
and though we still believe that our principal 
dependance must be upon American Germans, 
educated in this country, we are willing to 
give place to the suggestions of Dr, R. as to 
the importance of inviting some evangelical 
ministers from Germany for the supply of the 
more recent emigrants from that country. His 
arguments are worthy of consideration, and 
his plan, if carried out with discretion, will 
doubtless aid eflficiently, to some extent, the 
great work to be done for the supply of a mil- 
lion and a half of our population. With 
these views we commend the following letter 
{Q the friends of Home Missions. 

Mercersburg, Maj 2, 1836. 
Reverend' AND dear sir, — The plan 
which I promised in my last letter to pro- 
pose in my present, for missionary opera- 



tions among the Germans in the West, is 
this : 

Let us apply to one or the other of theGer- 
man missionary societies in Europe,to send 
ua faithful, devoted, and thoroughly educa. 
ted missionaries,who,afler bemg previously 
made acquainted with the design of their 
call, and with all the circumstances and 
difficulties which they will have to en- 
counter, would still be willing to propa- 
gate tha Redeemer's kingdom among 
their own destitute ceuntrymen ; would bo 
willing to give up themselves, their lives, 
their talents and their labours to this 
cause ; who would be willing to receive 
directions, and to be guided by that 
society, which would employ them ; who 
would, at the same time, love the consti- 
tution of the United States, — (and there 
are thousands in GJermany, that love and 
admire it, and feel interested in having 
the Germans nationalized, and in becom. 
ing themselves citizens of the U. States,) 
who, finally, would be willing to spend a 
year or more in one of the better theo- 
logical seminaries of this country, for the 
purpose of making themselves familiar 
with the laws, habits, language, and reli- 
gious views of the Americans, on revi- 
vals, Sabbath schools, Bible classes, tem- 
perance societies, &c. If, then, the field 
of their labours, being well and impartial, 
ly explored, were assigned to them ; if 
they were kindly received by our English 
brethren, they would soon establish many 
flourishing congregations ; and whilst 
they vwuld, through kindred feelings and 
views, easily gain the confidence of the 
European Germans, they would with 
equal ease bring that life and activity into 
their church members, which distinguish 
the eastern chnrches, and prevent them 
from falling into that spiritual lethargy 
and lukewarmness which unhappily cha- 
racterizes BO many of our American Gter> 
man churches. As there is no feeling of 
sectarianism whatever among the Ger- 
mans of Europe, these ministers would 
no doubt be willing to receive the consti- 
tution of that church, which would em- 
ploy them, whether Lutheran, or Reform- 
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ed, or Presbyterian, or If it would not be 
desirable on the part of these churphes, to 
have evanggliccd brethren among their 
number, let them — which perhaps would 
be the best plan, form an independent as. 
sociation of their own, to bo governed by 
the constitution of the Evangelical 
Church in Europe, of which I could sub. 
mit a translated copy to your respected 
Board at any time. In the latter case, 
they might ^tain the precise mode of 
worship to which they have been accus. 
tomed. 

In proposing the above plan, I do not 
advance an opinion of my own, but speak 
in the name of the most distinguished 
European Germans, with whom I have fre- 
quently convei^sed on this subject ; I ex- 
press the wishes and desires of some of the 
.inost respectable American clergymen of 
ihe Reformed Church, whose board of mis- 
sions has, a few weeks since, proposed a 
standing correspondence with a missions, 
ry society in Germany, for the purpose of 
receiving ministers from time to time, and 
I must therefore beg leave, my dear sir, 
to show the necessity, the advantage, and 
the practicability of entering into the 
above, or, at least, a somewhat similar 
plan. 

I. The necessity of adopting a plan, 
by which we can act with more energy, 
and do more for the destitute European 
Germans in the west, than than has as 
yet been dsne by any or all denominations, 
will become manifest from the following : 

(1.) The German population of the U. 
States is said to be 1,500,000. To sup. 
ply them with the Gospel, only 500 
ministers of all evangelical denominations 
are active. The German Reformed 
Church, with which I am connected, hap 
350 congregations and but 100 ministers. 
As there are many of these ministers in 
cities and towns, that have but one con* 
gregation, there must be others, that have 
inany, and from the geographical andsta. 
tistical reports of our Synod, it appears, 
that there are 14 ministers that have each 
f6ur congregations ; two, that have each 
from fi,ve to seven ; some that have eight 
or nine; one that has 10, and another 
preached until lately, even in twelve dif. 
ferent places. Similar, it is supposed, is 
the ratio in the Lutheran church. From 
a late statement of our Weekly Messen. 
ger, published at Chambersburg, Pa., it 
4>ppears, likewise,' that there are many 
feeble and destitute congregations in 
the alder parts of our church, that need 
missionary assistance. Whilst I was a 
member of our missionary board, we 
were frequently desirous of sending out 

\k)L. IX. 1 



missionaries, but had either no m^m or on 
money. The emisrants, on.the other hand, 
that since 1831 have poured into the far 
west, are very numerous. (Before 1825, 
not a single European German can be 
traced to have gone so far, and before 
1831, only a very few.) In the year 1839, 
from Wertemberg alone, a small kingdom, 
60,000 intended to oome over, and durinf 
the summer seasons, in some of our sem- 
ports, several thousands have frequently 
landed in one week. The number of 
missionaries needed must be proportional- 
ly great, and if the wants of the old Ger- 
man churches are considered together 
with those of the Emigrants, it would be 
unjust in other denominations to expect 
the German churches of Pennsylvania to 
supply them, as their comparatively 3^ott(A- 
ful seminaries, though praiseworthy and 
highly beneficial in their influence, can- 
not, asyet,meetthe wants of the churckes, 
in whose bosom they are situated. ~ For 
suppose that both the Lutheran and Re- 
formed seminaries in Pennsylvania, have 
120 theological students in their differ. 
enl departments, and suppose each stu- 
dent to finish his entire course in the short - 
space of six years, both these churches 
would not be able to license more than 
<toen<^ students annually, of whom, again, 
the greater number know very little of 
the German. Of 39 studenU, that at 
present study the German in our 4nstitu. 
tion, only seven or eight speak it, and 
but one or two speak it tolerably. 
(2.) But in case these institutions would, 
in their zeal for the great cause, extend 
their salutary influence to the west, they 
will find a large field of labour among the 
American Germans spread there. And 
here I must venture a remark, which I 
would have suppressed, had it not appear- 
ed so important to me. I allude to the 
great difference between the American 
and European German languages. The 
American Germans came to this country 
at a time, when literature in Grermany 
was low, when men of learning preferred 
writing and speaking in the Latin, to 
the use. of their mother tqngue ; and 
when Goldsmith, in his Essay on polite 
learning, could write with impunity hi» 
fifth chapter. They have since been for 
a long time witliout good schools, and but 
poorly provided with divine service.' Their 
language has become corrupt, limited as 
to the number of words in use, incorrect 
in its construction, filled with Anglicism, 
rendered still more unpleasant by a fo- 
reign accent and pronunciation, and espe* 
cially has it become destitute of those ora- 
torical and poetical beauties, of that flezi- 
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bility uni richnesf of expression, which 
at the prose at day adorn the polptts of 
Germany, I do nol say this to wound 
the feelings of any person, but because it 
is so, and requires notice here; there 
are, noTertheless, honourable exceptions 
among my acquaintance, and in the above 
remarks, I speak of the generality. The 
preacher who will benefit American Ger. 
luans, must accommodate himself, in this 
respect, to their taste and knowledge of 
the language. On this very account, Eu- 
ropean ministers are never understood at- 
first. In the place of my residence, a 
well educated German minister was op. 
posed as a candidate to filla vacancy^ be- 
cause his language did not suit the eon- 
gregation. If now, those who speak a 
language corruptly, reject ministers who 
speak it well, can it be justly expected, 
that those who speak it well, when united 
with the former, shall be satisfied with 
their choice 7 Mqch more practicable 
and desirable would be the reverse. 
Wherever European and American Ger- 
mans are united in one church, dissatis. 
faction will take place an one part at leasts 
and OS to the Europeans, they will either 
bear patiently, because they cannot help 
it, or become cool and indiflPerent, and 
even in sonie cases, though they may be 
poor and fevi in number, try to support 
a minister among themselves. Exompla 
sunt in promptu, attamen odiosa. 

(?.) It is only within 40 or 50 years, that 
general education has risen to its present 
height in Germany, and the former com- 
paratively low state of education in some 
branehes, both in Germany and in this 
country, had, it is well known, created a 
prejudice among the English against the 
Germans, which, whilst wearing away 
rapidly in the east, still maintains itself in 
some parts of Pennsylvania, where, with 
a few exceptions, German literature is 
least known. This prejudice is felt keenly 
by the younger Germans; and whilst they 
generally learn the English on account of 
the laws, intercourse, &c. ; they speak it 
in preference to the German,and not rarely 
imbibe the English prejudices so strongly 
as to be ashamed of their origin. This has 
produced a jealousy between the Europe- 
an and American Germans, which to- 
gether witho ther essential circumstances, 
forbids a strong fellow feeling between 
them, though they are intermingled. In 
proportion as they become English, they 
are separated from the European Ger- 
mans, who cannot immediately enj^y 
English service. Care is therefore requi. i 
4ite to prevent the latter from becoming | 



satisfied with one sermon in three Of fotir 
weeks, %p too many unhappily are. 

(4.) As long as the Lutheran and Reform- 
ed churches do not act unitedly in their 
missions to the west, as h>ng as each is 
desirous of having a missionary in ezery 
place in which the other has one, and be- 
cause the other has one there, so long 
they will divide and weaken their strength, 
and fail to direct it in such a manner as 
will best supply the wants of the emi- 
grants. 

II. The advantages to be derived from 
the proposed plan, are 

(1.) Its execution will be the means of 
increasing the number of ministers for 
the German population, and give the 
theological institutions of the German 
churches full time to strengthen the older 
congregations as they need. 

(2.) It will certainly be a great benefit 
to this country, to have the orthodox 
German theology and literature more di- 
rectly transplanted upon American soil, 
to have the German language, as long as 
it must be spoken, in its purity rather 
than in its corruption. What a dean ami 
neat dress is to the body, is a pure Ian. 
gyage to the mind. If, then, the German 
character would commingle with the Eng. 
lish-American, the latter would not suf- 
fer ; but as nationalc hantctor is frequent, 
ly improved by the commingling of dif- 
ferent ingredients, would be benefited. 
"The German," says Prof. Stowe, thai 
friend of German literature, ** is in gene, 
ral, orderly, jespectful, religiously in- 
clined, not disposed to set law at defiance, 
or undervalue existing institutions, orei»- 
gage in popular commotions ; in this re- 
spect a little of the German mixture 
would be very useful to our impatient 
irreverence, and proneness to popular ex- 
citements." I would add, that the fond- 
ness of the Germans for pure scientifio 
investigations, would by no means be in- 
jurious to the more practical tendency of 
the American, but would in many branches 
of science, be completive te the latter. 
These German ministers would more ea- 
sily than others, gain the confidence of 
their own coontrymen, keep up, without 
difficulty, that religious instruction among 
the children which their parents have 
been accustomed to receive in Europe 
from their ministers, and at the same 
time, might, with equal ease, introduce 
teachers from J^tvy-England^ and place 
the schools among the Germans on the 
same footing as those in the eastern 
states. Whilst the Germans might thus 
continue to speak the German in its puri- 
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|y« they might at the same time learn 
the Eqglieh correctly. The man who 
epeake his own language incorrectly, can 
scarcely be expected to spealL another cor- 
rectly, having no means to ascertain what 
is eorreeU The Moravians are, on the 
other hand, an example that it is possible 
to speak two languages well. 

(3.) This plan would be moreagreeoble 
to the emigrants than any other ; and it 
will, of coarse, be advantageoue to sscer. 
tain and gratify their wishes, as far as 
possible. 

III. The plan proposed will be practu 

{\^ Since my connexion with the Ger. 
man Reformed clvurch 4n this country, 
(nearly four years,) there have but very 
few regviar European ministers made &p* 
plication to our sy«iod for admission, and 
all of them are at |>resent hif^hly useful 
among ue. Some few were sent by the 
West.Pennsylvania classis, as missiona- 
riea» to the places from which the church 
had received frequent petitions for aid. 
They have, beyond expectation, succeed. 
€d in establishing fine congregations ; 
others, led to themselves, without any di.. 
rection how or where to become useful, 
nevertheless found ample employment 
very shortly afler their reception. It 
would by no means be kind nor generous, 
to doubt their usefulness, when we see so 
many that have long had flourishing con- 
gregations under their care, both in the 
Lutheran and Reformed churches, and 
Who occupy 8om6 of the most prominent 
situations in them. The Lutheran church 
has even intrusted one of her theologi. 
cal seminaries exclunvely to the care of 
an European. 

(2.) Germany can afford to send us 
some assistanee. In proportion as the 
interest of the nation grew in religion, a 
greater number of young men entered the 
ministry. — 1821, there were only 418 as- 
pirants for this sacred office, that left the 
Prussian gymnasia, to commence their 
course at the university ; — 1824, 646 ; — 
1828, 863 ;-— 1833, wq find in the differ. 
ent Prussian universities, 1742 theologi. 
cal students. Germany cannot only send 
us men, but just »ueh as you desire, piouB 
and devoted. For this purpose, I would 
propose, that you should address your, 
selves to either of tl^e two missionary in. 
stitutions at Berlin. It may with safety 
be expected, that in those institutions,none 
but pre-eminently pious men could seek to 
enter. This has been sufficiently testi. 
fied by some very eminent missionaries, 
whom they have sent forth. In one of 
them, the Dutch and English languages 



are taught with great care ; and yon might* 
therefore, obtain such young men as have, 
already, an intimate acquaintance with 
the English religious literature, and would 
be able to preach in English, at least afler 
a short residence among us, if it were ne- 
cessary. 

(3.) Germany wobW no doubt be will- 
ing to aid us in this noble cause. When, 
in the year 1826—6, the Luthjerana and 
Reformed of this country sent their agentii 
to Europe, to solicit aid for the erection 
of their eenvinaries, they were, according 
to their own accounts, received with kind- 
ness and brotherly love, wherever they 
appeared; They collected valuable libra- 
ries for their respective seminaries, and if 
the different value of money in Germany 
is considered, respeetable sums* The 
agent of xHjr church, in his^ published 
journey, praises in the highest terms the 
love of the German brethren, and their 
zeal for the spread of Christ's kingdom. 
Ladies at Berlin, formed themselves into 
a society to work for our institution, and 
even servant maids, poor widows, and or- 
phan children, contributed their share. 
We do not at present want money, nor 
books, but soine of those men that are 
educated to be sent to foreign countries. 

(4.) There is one more ^oint, which I 
wish to make as obvious as possible. I 
allude to the reproachful remark, that 
some German ministers have not done 
well in this country. I do not wish to 
deny this at all; the reason, however, is 
manifest, ana needs not, with apparent 
kindness, to be clpthed in mystery, 
which always suggests more danger to oar 
fancy, than there is in reality. Every 
plant in nature, and every animal, has a 
destructive insect of its own, and every 
nation will have its own. These men did 
not do weir among us, because tbey would 
not have done well any where, and our 
churches are ratlier to be blamed for re- 
oeiving them too readily. The above plan, 
however, would remove all such dan* 
gers. 

(5.) Neither do you 'need to apprehend 
any danger from German Unitarianism or 
Universalism, or Pelagianism, orPanthe. 
ism, &c. ; all thes» systems have their ad. 
herents in Ge'rmany, as in other countries, 
but the evangelical and pious Christians 
reject every view that could either impair 
the efficacy of the atonement of our di- 
vine Redeemer, or render a redemption 
through Him impossible or unnecessary. 
They believe in the Trinity according to 
Scripture — ^they believe that the Scrip. 
I tures have been written by inspiration,— 
that man has fallen, that he, in this stats 
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of -oomiption, if nnablo to renew himself, 
but mutt be regenerated by the Holjr Spi- 
rit, — that Chriat hat atoned for our sins, 
— that we can be sayed only through 
Him, Slc, &Ai* The unguarded manner, 
however, in which I have frequently 
heard person^ ppeak of German Univer- 
ialif m or Pantheism, induces me to make 
the following remarks, without any inten- 
tion to^ justify real errors of Germans. 
1. A mere name for the views of a party 
in Germany, is too general a term, to» ge- 
neral a sign for the thing indicated by it. 
The import of such names varies a.t differ- 
ent timee in the aame nation a.nd in differ- 
ent natione at the tame time, German Uni- 
Torsalism, and Amerioan Universalismt 
are quite different affairs. When, now? 
persona are not capable of perceiving such 
fine, but on this account, not less essential 
differences, and yet assume the office of 
a judge, thf y are satisfied with stigmati- 
zing such Tiews by a general term of re. 
proach. 8; Each party has an opposite. 



Augustinianism and Pelagianism, Calvin- 
ism and Arminianism, and hence another 
danger of injuring a community.. Distant 
objects appear- to bo nearer each other than 
they really arc The more strict a Calvinist 
one is, the more apt he will be to attri. 
biito any slight deviation from his own 
views to Arminianism, thougb the devia. 
tion may not oven be in the midei of the 
bridge that separates the two. From such 
car-oless and unskilled judgments, confu:- 
sion must arise every where, as it has 
risen in the Presbyterian church. 

Jn conclusion, permit me, dear sir, to 
express my warmest wishes, that^ what- 
ever plan your board may^ adopt for the 
benefit of the Germans, may bo success, 
ful. Now is the time to aet amongthqm ; 
their life is like that of a scion broken off 
from its original trunk to be grafled on 
another, which cannot Nourish, again un- 
less the new trunk will freely communi. 
oate its juice and its strength. 

Very respectfully yours. 



REPORTS OF MISSIONARIES. 



DEATH or A MISStONAaT. 

A recent letter from Missouri informs us of 
^decease of our Missionary, Rev. John H. 
Garvin. ** He has been quite useful, and is 
much lamented. A destitute widotr and a 
large family, eight or nine children, mostly fe- 
males, are thus thrown upon, the world. I 
trust the God of the widow and the fatherless 
will provide for 4heir wants.* ' 

ILLINOIS. 

From Rev, R. Stewart, Canton, III. 

The query has presented itself almost 
every Sabbath, and particularly on occa- 
sions of protracted meetings. Whether 
this church oughtnotto.do«omeMtii^ the 
mreaent eeason towards building a new 
house of worship ; — the old one being en- 
tirely too small for the accommodation of 
the assemUy ? Another query was, wheth- 
er this church would longer look to your 
Board foV aid 7 In answer^ to these, it 
was — 

1 . Resolved, That materials be furnished 
the present year, for building next year, a 
house (either brick or frame^) 60 by 48, 
and higli enough to admit of a gallery, at 
some mture period, if it be n^ded. 

8. Resolved, That it is the duty of this 
ehurah to support the Gospel at home the 
present year, without aid from abroad, , 



tendering Iheir thanks mean, time lo your 
Board for the aid already received. 

PROTRACTED MEETfNO. 

We commenced a protracted meeting 
on Friday the first of April, which closed 
on Tuesday following. We had the as. 
sistanee of Brother Sturtevant of Jackson- 
ville, and much to the benefit of Chris- 
tians, as well as arresting the attention of 
the impenitent, and pointing them to a > 
bleeding Saviour. Some ten or twelve, 
we hope, were made the subjects of ^on- 
verting grace, and many more very se* 
riously impressedw and the church much 
blessed. In our conference and prayer 
meeting last evening, the burden of tho 
conversation turned on the importance 
of having the Spirit of God abiding with 
us as a church, and of having a high tone 
of piety cultivated ; and although at this 
busy season of the year, there is much to 
counteract such a state of things, yet I 
trust the church is prepared to labour for 
it. Six were added at our last meeting, 
two by letter, and four by profession. Our 
Sabbath school is in successful operation. 
The temperance cause is gradually gain^ 
ing ground. 

We have recently organized and put 
into operation f an academy under the di- 
rection of a young gentleman from Jack^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



1836.] 



THE HOME MISSIONARY. 



5S 



sonville coil^^^. W« •zpecl this to be 
no Bmall meant for th« •dvuncemenl of 
the Redeemer's cause. 

From a Mistionary in Illinois^ 

We are at present makingr a movement 
upon the^ subject of temperance. Have 
had one meet in gf, at which both our phy< 
sicians and about fifteen others signed the 
pledge. 

I have discouragements, but feel deter- 
mined to go on labouring for God. We 
are here at work at the foundations of so- 
ciety, where much rubbish must be remo- 
red before one stone can be rightly placed. 

-The population is exceedingly fluctua- 
ting. Thirteen families whe were here 
when I wrote you last, are now away and 
thoir places filled by as many new ones. 

The moral aspeet of the place is, I 
think, upon the whole, improving. But 
we need the convincing and converting 
Spirit. Let me ask you to pray for his 
descent, that this moral wilderness may 
be converted into a fruitful field. 

TRIALS or A HOME MISSIOIfART. 

Since the date of my last oommunica- 
tion, I have been able to do but little, ex. 
cept preach on the Sabbath, My beloved 
companion, who had shared all my cares, 
is gone ; my oldest son, eight years of 
age, has been strangely afflicted with sick, 
ness, fits, and derangement, — others of 
my children have been sick, help could 
not be obtained, and at times I have been 
obliged to act as cook, nurse and physi- 
cian. I mention this, not to complain, 
^God forbid I should complain of what 
HE does.) I state it simply to account 
for the fact that I have not performed 
more active service. It is painful to be 
taken off from my .work, but Ho who is 
infinitely good and kind has done it, and 
■urely he knows what is best. 

A missionary's principal REaUEST. 

The members of this church are in 
moderate circumstances; not rich nor very 
poor : yet they are all hard pressed with 
the necessities incident to new settlements. 
So that if possible, there are more tempta- 
tions to worldlioess here than in older set- 
tlements. The most wealthy and influen- 
tial men, are worldly men, some of them 
intemperate, sporting characters, who sel- 
dom if ever hear the Gospel. Intempe- 
rance, profaneness and Sabbath-breaking 
greatly abound, and on every side are mm. 
ny who are wholly indifferent to the one 
thing needful. More mwit bo done, mora 



ardent believing prayer ofibred, mor«, 
muchiuore divine influence mnet be ox- 
perienced, or seuZs will di; One thing 
hae for months borne deeply on my own 
mind, and that is, the importance of pray- 
er. If there he a connexion between asking 
and receivingyond between grace and talva- 
tion, then there muet be more prayer. Could 
I speak so as to reach every Christian ear 
and heart in the length and breadth of the 
land, I would say, "Brethren pray for us,*» 
pray unceasingly for the mighty influen- 
ces of the Holy Ghost to descend on the 
great valley of^ the West. We are here 
engaged in a work involving all the im- 
portance of salvation itself, and not the 
salvation of individuals only, but of gene- 
rations of men, and we are encountering 
diffieulties wholly unknown to those in 
the more highly favoured parts of our 
land ; and nothing but the divine energies 
of the Holy Ghost can insure the least 
success. 

Cannot something be done to wake np 
the churches to the importance of nnceas. 
ing,believingprayer? will not the reflection 
that 9ouU are dying, and that 9oul9 must 
and will die eternally, unless the ceaseless 
importunity of prayer open the windows 
of Heaven, rouse Christians to pray? I am 
persuaded that if the churches will pray 
more, they will hear of more extensive 
and gjorieus triumphs of grace under the 
labours «f their missionaries. 

From a Missionary in Tennessee, 

I am happy to say that the opposition 

to the cause of temperance, is in some de* 

gree subsiding, so far as it relates to the 

members of the church ; although this 

cause has been boldly attacked by a 

mmister, and the influence which 
he has exerted generally through the 
county has been considerably felt in the 
bounds of our church. He has given en- 
couragement both to the distiller, the 
moderate dram-drinker and to the noted 
drunkard. On the first Sabbath of this 
month, we held a sacramental meeting. 

I had the assistance of Father , 

who, on the occasion, endeavoured to lift 
up his voice against the evil of the times, 
and especially, that of intemperance. Apd 
during the occasion, there were three 
men who had been at R stilihouse about a 
half a tnile from the place of worship, and 
grot drunk, and were not able to return 
home. I merely mention this circum- 
stance to show one instance among many 
of the conflicts between light and dark- 
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THI WORST KIND OV OPPOSITION TO RBU- 



The- 



ministers have been inHhe 



habit, for the sake of numbers, of receiving 
into the charch persons of almost cve- 
Tj character, ao that their influence for 
good has been nearly lost, and they have 
been in the habit of publicly abusing and 
opposing every benevolent institution, ex- 
. cept those which are under the control of 
their own denomination, and they were 
doing little or nothing for the morality of 
the people of this county. They have 
done nothing for the Bible societies. Sab- 
bath schools, &c' And as for temperance 
societies, their ministry have opposed 
them, both by precept and example, one 
is a distiller, another a retailer on the main 
road, and a third, the most influential of 
all, is a notorious drunkard. Now, sir, 
with such a ministry, how could piety 
flourish and prosper ! 

BETTER PROSPEOTS. 

But things are changing, as I think, 
very fast; our temperance society has done 
and is still doing much for the temper- 
ance reform. I have preached in several 
parts of the county during the last quarter, 
and many old persons attended who never 
beard a Presbyterian preach before. I have 
generally, taken with me a saddle-bag full 
of Bibles and distributed to the destitute ; 
this I find has broken down prejudice and 
given m& influence in places, where, pre- 
vious to this, it would have seemed im- 
possible for me to have done any thing, 
and now in these destitute places (for they 
may with great propriety be called desti- 
tute) I have frequently large assemblies, 
and they are very attentive to the preach, 
ed word. But in many parts of this coun- 
ty, the Sabbath is yet to be made a day of 
rest to them, for I have seen the mills 
running which belonged to professors of 
religion, and the people going to and 
from mill on the Sabbath, as I would be on 
my way to and from preaching. But 1 am 
now much encouraged to believe that by 
the frefe circulation of the Bible and it at- 
tended with preaching occasionally, will 
be greatly to the benefit of this people. 

EXPREtolON OF GRATITUDE. 

We feel greatly relieved from the assist- 
ance which your society bestowed on us 
the last year. And wo do most fervently 
■end up our prayers to the great Head of 
the church for his blessing on your societj 
and its benevolent efforts, and that many 
will rise up in the last day and call you 
blessed, for sending and supporting the 
Gospel amongst them and their children. 



tHE TIB THAT BINDS THi; UNION TOGETHER. 

Last Sabbath a week, I formed a Sab- 
bath school in Arkansas, and iurnished 
them with $15 worth of Sabbath school 
books, a donation made by a Sunday 
school in Hallo wel, (Maine,) and placed 
by the .American Sunday School Union at 
my disposal. The East has a deep pockety 
but an arm of benevolence that reaches 
muek farther than its bottom — ^yea, from 
Hallotoel to a point within five or six miles 
of the Western limit of Arkansas Territo- 
ry. There is moral sublimity in this ! — 
Nay, more, there is moral strength ! These 
are long and ttrong cords to hold together 
the East and West. 

INDIANA. 

A CHURCH FORMED, AND A TABLE SPREAD 

JN THE WILDERNESS. 

Ftom Rev, J, St^eker, Delphi^ Ind, 

In my last, I mentioned MonticelTb, 
the county seat of White co., as a fine field. 
On the 6th of May, a church was organi- 
zed, called the Presbyterian church of 
Monticello, with 28 members. The meet, 
ing continued till Sabbath evening. The 
Rev. Mr. Hummer, of La Fayette, was 
with me. Sabbath the 8th, was the first 
Sabbath the Gospel was ever preached in 
that place that I am aware oC Between 
two and three hundred were present, and 
between thirty and forty communicants, 
Presbyterians, Methodists and SaptUts^ 
sat down to the table of our common Lord 
spread in the wilderness. It was a delight- 
ful, precious and solemn season. On the 
same day, a Sabbath school was constitu- 
ted, and bid fair to do much good. I ex- 
pect to be with them ope fourth of my 
time during six months to come. They 
have procured a site. for a meeting house 
in town, and' will commence building as 
soon as practicable. 

FIRST YEAR IN ▲ KBW COUNTY IN THE 
WEST. 

The following wilt show that ministers go- 
ing to new settlements mtist count the cost. 
Men who can take up the cross, and ** endure 
hardness like good soldieis/* will succeed. 
Efieminate and self-indulgent men must fail, 

I have often been led to inquire what can 
be the designs of Grod, in bringing me to a 
field of labour so uninviting as this ; and 
were it not that I fiilly believe, that the Gos- 
pel in the hands of the Holy Spirit is able 
to cause the most desolate portions of this 
fallen world to put on the beauties of Edtn, 
I should sit down in despair. This county 
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is new, and but recently or^nized. While 
the great mass of the inhabitants of this re- 
gion feel and manifest all that unconcern 
about religious matters, which might be ex- 
|>ected in unregenerate men placed in their 
circumstances, they have a strong prejudice 
against the Presbyterian church, and look 
with much jealousy and suspicion on the 
operations* of the society by whioh I am 
sent. The village where I have fixed my 
residence, lies b^ween two prairies. The 
land for several miles round has been bought 
and is fast settling ; nor can there remain a 
doubt, that this country will soon sustain a 
treat population. The village, though not 
laid out till last fall, is growing fast, ^th in 
population and wickedness : or rather, this 
IS the point where the wickedness of tlie sur- 
rounding population is exhibited in some of 
its most disgusting forms. We have here, 
three stores and one grog shop, and while I 
am happy to state, that two of the stores sell 
no strong drink, I am sorry to add, that the 
other store where rum is sold, is kept by a 
member of the Presbyterian church. In- 
temperance here is a frightful evil. With 
these facts in view, you will not be surprised 
\o hear that my labours are but little valued, 
and my meetings but thinly attended. I 
have generally preached on the Sabbath in 
the jnoming, in different parts of this region, 
where a door has been opened, and returned 
to preach in this village m the evening ; but 
it is generally the case, that very few of the 
heads of families attend meetings, even 
when the Gospel is brought to their door. 
Though I have frequently made appoint- 
ments during the week, I have always found 
it impossible to hold a meeting, because 
there are none who will attend a weekly 
lecture, unless it be on some particular sub- 
ject that excites curiosity* There are a few 
professors of the Presbyterian church, who 
are widely scattered over this region, but 
here, I have not a single Christian friend to 
strengthen my hands, or encourage my 
heart. 

On the foregoing, we remark, that the expe- 
rience of this missionary is not peculiar. On 
the contrary, similar statements are made by 
many others. But are the destitute therefore 
to be left unblessed with the elevating and 
savfng Gospel of Jesus Christ? By no means. 
Nt>r is there, in all the trials and difficulties at- 
tending such enterprises, any real ground for 
shrinking from the work. The faithful mis- 
nonary finds, after all, in the hardy sons of the 
west, a people of vigorous character, capable 
of appreciating genuine talent and persevering 
piety, though not familiar, perhaps, with some 
of the tnodeiil[m which these are developed in the 
East. The victories which the Gospel achieves 



among such a people, are the tnon valuable 
firom the very difficulties which attend them. 



From Rev. J. Morrill^ Michigan City, Ind, 

When I came here at the commencement 
of last year, this was quite a wilderness, in 
which a small opening had been made by 
an enterprising class of citizens, amounting 
in all to about 300, very few of whom had 
l^en here more than eight or ten months, 
from various parts of the country, and each 
possessing his sectional peculiarities, as is 
common in such cases, which, in some in- 
stanceSjOperated against the peace and inte- 
rest of each ; — first the Western influence 
prevailed — then the Eastern. But happily, 
prejudices are dying away, and the social 
character taking the place of the individual. 

A GOOD DEVICE. 

There were, however^ many things fa- 
vourable. It was the uniform testimony of 
strangers and residents, that there was far 
less intemperance and profane swearing, 
than in most new places. There was also 
a society formed, consisting mostly of 
young men, for the express purpose of af- 
fording aid to the sicky especially to the 
friendless and tiie indigent ; and to secure 
the decent interment of ail dead persons. It 
was a society of great importance at that 
time, when the number of families, which 
could afford the needed assistance was so 
small, and that of individuals liable to need 
such assistance, so great. Important aid 
was rendered, both to residents and stran- 
gers in several instances. 

I commenced labouring here on the first of 
Jan., 1835. Our place for worship was a 
school house, 22 feet by 28, which, during 
the first three or four months, was generally 
well filled; and since the opening of navi- 
gation, has often been filled to overflowing ; 
so that it became quite too strait for us, un- 
til a Methodist class was formed, some time 
in the summer, and they were supplied with 
preaching of their own order. But after 
this, we were frequently crowded to over- 
flowing, until a Baptist clergyman, an Eng- 
lish gentleman of the open communion or- 
der, who came here in July, and finding no 
house of worship, immediately commenced 
preparations^ built at his own expense, and 
opened a place of worship, a few months 
since, where he now preaches regularly eve- 
ry Sabbath. But since his house has been 
open for worship, we have a very respecta- 
ble congregation, and often now, our place 
is too strait for us. 

We formed a little church in May, 1835, 
with nine members, which has since doul?led 
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it numbers, and still, there are nearly as 
many more, who are members of Presbyte- 
rian and Congregational churches else- 
where. The monthly concert and weekly 
prayer meetings, appear gradually to be in- 
creasing, in numbers and interest. The 
Sabbath school which was organized a short 
time previous to the commencement oi my 
labours here, has been sustained with in- 
creasing interest to the present; though it 
never 1ms been large. 

The cause of temperance is evidently ad- 
vancing^ among us. Our society numbers 
about TO, and the efforts now ih operation, 
will giv6 us many more. The benevolent 
institutions of the day are beHer understood, 
and opposed less, than in any other place 
in the state, where I have laboured. We have 
made a beginning in favour of several of 
them, feeble indeed, but hope to do much 
more the present year. 



kEVrVAL IN LODI, WABHTKNAW 00* 

From Rtty. John O. Kanoiise. 
At a meeting of the Monroe Presbytery, 
part of the church, residing in the town of 
Lodi, made application to Presbytery to 
be set off into a church by themselves. 
Accordingly, in February, a church was 
organized in this town, eonsisting of forty 
members. Soon after, we commenced a 
series of meetings in a school hodse, the 
most suitable place we have in our bounds. 
The house is sufficiently large to seat two 
hundred people comfortably, and when oii. 
ceedingly crowded, three hundred. The 
house was thus crowded, with very little 
variation, from the second day to the close 
of the meeting. The second day was deeply 
interesting — the church was evidently in 
agonizing prayer to God for the forgiveness 
of ^ler own sins, and for regenerating 
grace for sinners ready to perish. Some 
hopeful conversions had taken place weeks 
previous to this meeting. A good state 
of feeling was witnessed from time to time 
in the church. The third day of our 
meeting, a umber of inquiring souls, 
deeply convicted of sin, and sensible of 
their ruined state, anxiously and trembling- 
ly said, sirSf what must we do? Some 
young gentlemen, alarmingly hardened in 
sin, falling down before their parents, be. 
sou gh t them to pray for them . The sound 
of this went abroad like a mighty rushing 
wind,that filled the region. The fourth day, 
the house was full to overflowing. Some 
who were anxious the day before, had 
hopefully closed in with Christ and found 
peace. The number of- the anxious was 
greatly increased. Zion did not hold her 



peace ** until the Spirit was poured out 
from on high, until the wilderness became 
a fruitful field.*' From day to day, tho 
number of the anxious, and the number of 
conversions increased, until the entire as- 
sembly was either deeply anxious, or had 
hopefully submitted to Christ. It was one 
of the most powerful meetings I ever 
witnessed, a meeting never to be forgotten 
by me or this people. We suppose about 
50 hopefully submitted to be saved on the^ 
teirms of^he Gospel. At our last eonunu^ 
nion, 30 were received an examination. 
At the previous communion, 8 were receiv- 
ed oh examination, and 38 were added 
by letter. This littl4 chureh, so recently 
organized in this new town, embraces in 
her communion, 108 souls. When I came 
here first, two years since, we had, so far 
as I knew, only three families in this in. 
teresting town belonging in whole or iti 
part to our church. Some additions have 
been made to the old church, although we 
have there notliing of so interestingti na- 
ture. They are more dependent, having a 
less commodious house in which to worship. 
Their prospects begin to be more flattering. 
Until the opening spring has called the 
husbandman away to the woods* the field, 
his plough and flock, I have preached gene- 
rally every day in the Week, and three times 
on uie Sabbath. I have felt sometimes as if 
my strength was renewed even when la- 
bouring, and sweating in the dead of win- 
ter. To see souls anxiously inquiring the way 
to Zion, and others just beginning to lisp 
the praises of Jehovah^ is enough to make 
me not count mine own life dear, so that God 
may be honoured. 

GRATITUDE FOR AID. 

My churches think they will be able to 
raise my support the present year, without 
any foreign aid,— I include both the churches 
of course, — they were one, when you first 
sent me here. They tender to your society 
and its supporters, their sincere thanks for 
the aid you nave afforded them, for the two 
past years. They will ever regard the so- 
ciety and its operations, as one of heaven's 
best institutions ; and pledge themselves and 
minister, to offer on your behalf, unceasing 
prayer. They further pledge themselves, 
as God shall ffive them the ability, to con- 
tribute to its funds, to aid the destitute in 
other places. 



omo. 
Ffom Rev. J. H. Belli. 

REVIVAL IN CHARLESTOWN, PORTAGE CO. 

About six weeks ago, a protracted meet- 
ing commenced in this place, which ix>n- 
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tinued about two woeks ; the result has 
been, that from 80 to 100 individuals have 
hopefullj been brought into the kingdom 
of God. Such has been the pressing call 
for my labours here, since that time, that 
I have not thought it consistent with my 
duty to leave this people at all. Should 
my labours be confined exclusively to this 
people, for any considerable time to come, 
I sdall expect to receive my entire sup. 
port from t}iem. 

VNJTED EITORTS 1^0 R THS CONVERSION OF 
MKN. 

During our protracted meeting, Metho- 
dist and Baptist brethren united with us ; 
«Bd a speeiat effort was made to remove 
Sectarian prejudiees, and bring Christians 
•of these different denominations to feel 
and to act as the numbers of one family ; 
«Bd so Isr as yet appears, with the >nost 
happy results. In a very full assembly, 
toward the oloee of our meeting, the fol. 
lowiog preanrble and resolution were 
unanimously adopted, viz: ** Whereas, 
the eaose of Christ has been greatly re. 
proacbed, sinners have been hardened in 
inipeniteBce, and jealoosies and prejudiees 
have been multiplied without number, by 
4he evil teportg that have been circulated 
by Chrtttianf of different denominations 
•gainst eaeh other ;>— and whereas, all 
Chrtstians are bound to watch over eaeh 
other; and to afford mutual assiscanee in 
mil suitable exertions to promote the Re- 
deemer's kingdom: therefore, Resolved, 
that we do. hereby solemnly engage and 
pledge ourselves, that we will neither cir- 
eulatn nor encourage any reports that we 
may hemr, injurious to the character of any 
brother or sister in Christ, either of our 
own or of another denomination ; but that 
we will ttse all suitable exertions to coun. 
leract and remedy the evils wiiich the 
cause of Christ may be exposed to suffer 
by any such reports that may come to our 
knowledge.** ' This was afterwards put 
into a form for subscription, and has been 
eubseribed by about 40(1 persons, and will 
be aobsorftied by many others, as opportu. 
iiity presents. There is a union prayer, 
meeting once a week, which is attended 
with peculiur interest. Those efforts pro- 
mise the happiest results. 

FrmnRea.Jaeah TutlU, Jefferton, Ohio, 

The Presbyterian church here has made 
some advances. Though the church hss 
adopted no exclusive rule on the subject, 
yi(t her members are principally members 
of the temperance society. Our Sabbath 

Vol. IX, 8 



school has been uniformly attended to, 
during the wholp of the post dpesry wip. 
ter, numbering about 40 scholars. Since 
the pleasant weather has returned, it is 
again filling up. This heavenly inptitu. 
tion promises much eventual good. Tho 
improvement in sacred music is highly 
gratifying ; an able instructer has Ijcen in 
employ, once per week, for nearly six 
months past. Instead of a few voieeb 
heard in this delightful part of public 
worship, (as was the csnso two years ago,) 
almost the whole congregation, including 
many quite little children, can join exter. 
nally, in singing the praises of God. The 
success of the Sabbath school, and the 
improvement in sacred inu&lc, I eonsidei* 
two important points gained. 

From Rev. H, R. Houe^ Vti»f on, OAio. 

The church in Huntington appears to 
be aroused fVon^ her slumbers, und is now, 
as I trust, lifting up holy hands, and 
pleading with God for the abundtint effu^ 
sion of the Holy Spirit. Several caf^esof 
conviction, and a few of conversion, have 
occurred within a few days. At ot^r last 
communion season, five persons were addf 
ed to the church. It was a d.iy of deep 
humiliation and holy joy with the people 
of God. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

From Rev. Ira Smith, Nichols, N. T. 

REVrVAL rN PIKE, BRADPOKD CO., FA. 

Afler closing my year, I went into Pike 
township, Bradford county, Pa.,tospend 
a Sabbath with a destitute congregation. 
The interest was such on the Sabbath, 
that I thought it my duty to continue with 
them a few weeks, and I spent five Sab. 
baths there. The Lord was with us ; the 
churoli was quickened; difGculties thi^ 
had long separated brethren, were put 
away by confession and mutual forgive- 
ness ; stumbling blocks were removed, 
and the way of the Lord prepared. The 
Spirit of the Lord descended upon tho im- 
penitent, and numbers were led to inquire 
**what shall I do to be saved ?** Conviction 
of sin appeared to be deep and pungent. 
Twenty or more indulged hope in Christ, 
and laid down their weapons of rebellion 
at the Saviour's feet. Six family altars 
were erected during the progress of the 
work. Among the converts were to b^o 
seen the Sabbath school scholar, the 
youth, and the man of gray hairs. The 
church had been for some time destitute of 
a pastor, and without preaching, but I 
think the way is now prepared for tho per- 
manent settlement of a minister as soon 
as they can obtain one. 
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MAINE. 

From Rem, Israel HilU Btookt and Jach 
son^ Maine. 

BRIEF 8URVET OF THE PAST TEAR. 

I came to this place March 27, 1635. — 
The church then eoneisted of twenty.eight 
resident, and five non-resident members; 
tnd was almost rent in sunder by divisions. 
The attention to meetings gradually in- 
creased through the spring months, and 
from July there was evidently an increap- 
ing solemnity in the congregation. Mem- 
bers of the church began to manifest more 
interest; some were awakened. The in- 
terest continued to increase gradually till 
Oetober. A protracted meeting was 
then held in Brooks. The Lord was evi, 
dently there. In November, one was 
held in Jackson. God smiled upon this 
»V?o. A number who had hid their light, 
now avowed themselves as the friends of 
God ; and have thus far given evidence of 
their sincerity. A number expressed 
hope, twenty of whom give comfortable 
evidence that tliey have been born again. 
Twenty.four have been added to the 
tthurc\i. They are now able to maintain 
a minister, and I trust they will soon set- 
tie one* There was a flourishing Sabbath 
school in each town last summer, and 
they will soon be opened again. Two 
Bible clasi^es have been maintained through 
the wintr.r. There is a temperance so- 
ciety in each town. 



MASSACHUSETTS. 

From Rev. Charles S. Adams, Norwich^ 
Mass, 

REPORT FOR TBE PRECBDTNO YEAR. 

It will doubtless be gratifying to learn, 
that through the blessing of God, I have 
not laboured in vain. For a considerable 
portion of the year, there has been some 
special attention to religion. It was not, 
however, till December, that we had what 
might be called a revival. We held a 
protracted meeting about the first of De- 
cember, which continued ten days, and 
resulted in the awakening of more than 
60 persons, and the hopeful conversion of 
more than 40. These were mostly males, 
and heads of fkmilies. Twenty family 
altars have been set up. The meeting and 
revival which ibllowed, was characterized 
by stillness and solemnity. Several of the 
aubjects of the work were aged men, who 
for many years had been intemperate. 

Previous to the revival, six were added 
tA the church ; since then, 29 have been 



added. Several more will probably be 
received in the coures of the season. 

We have an interesting Sabbath-school 
in the summer season, of 200 members, 
and a Bible class which meets once » 
week. 

Much is done here to promote educa- 
tion and temperance, and there is an in. 
creasing attention to the benevolent ope- 
rations of the day. 



NEW-YORK. 

From Rev. Gardner Hayden, Brunsitick, 
Rensselaer eo,, N. Y: 

REVIVAL. 

With gladness of heart, I can now tell 
you, dear sir, that the blessing of the great 
Head of the church has witliin the threa 
months past descended upon this part of 
his heritage, in a manner which has r«. 
joiced the hearts of all among us who love 
the Lord Jesus, and caused some, I trust, 
to *4)reak ofi^ from their tins by righteous, 
ness, and from their iniquities by turning 
unto the Lord." The circnniatanoeB 
wliich seemed to lead to the commence- 
ment of (he revival, are such a Btriking 
fulfilment of the declaration, *'he that wa- 
tereth shall be watered himself,*' that I 
cannot forbear briefly to state them. 

The Saturday previous to the second 
Sabbath in Mareh, a messenger arrived 
here from the North church in Stock, 
bridge, Mass., about fiAy miles distant, 
with a most urgent request thtt I riiould 
go witb him to attend a protracted meet- 
ing then in progress . I waa much pttr. 
plexed to know the path of duty, but after 
reflecting and praying over the aubject* 1 
determined to go, contmending my owti 
people to the care of the great Shepherd 
of Israel. I led a few htiest briefly ex- 
plaining the cause of my abaenoe, and m. 
questing the prayers of the church ; which 
was read to the congregation aFsensbled 
on the Sabbath by one of the elders, and 
fidlowed by some remarks by hiniself and 
others, expressive of their approbation of 
the course I which had taken, end tha ob. 
ligation of the church to pray for a bltea*^ 
ing on my labours while abrant, and tliat 
I might return to tbem in the fulness of 
the blessing of the Grospel of peace. A 
considerable portion of the time was spent 
in prayer, and I trust the true spirit of 
supplication descended upon the- chureh 
that day. I remained in Stockbridga ten 
days, preached twice a day, besides attend- 
ing one inquiry meeting and two prayer 
meetings each day. Between forty and 
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fkfiy there expreseed hopes of hiving pass, 
ed from death unto life daring the meeting. 
When my ptMph aseembled the next Sab. 
bath, and found that I had not returned, 
I believe that one sentiment pervaded the 
whole church ; . and that was, that the 
Lord was biossing my labours in Stock- 
bridge, and that when I should return, 
there would be a time of refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord, in this place. — 
And He who has said **be it unto thee ac 
cording to thy faith,**in no wise disappoint, 
ed the expectation of liis people. 

In the month of April, the church had re- 
ligious meetings four days successively, in 
which time and since, twenty-five or thirty 
were led to express a hope in the mercy 
of God« And although the number is not 
large, the subjects are of an interesting 
character, nearly half of them being heads 
of families. The work has been very hap. 
vy in its influence, so far as 1 can judge, 
Doth with respect to the church and socie. 
ty, though it has not extended beyond the 
limits of the society, except in the case of 
two or three individuals. The agency of the 
Holy Spirit has been so manifest, that all 
have been constrained to acknowledge it 
to be the mighty power of God. Ten now 
stand prepared for admission to the church, 
and others are expected to come forward 
soon. 



From Rev. Ira ManUy, WUkbor^, N, F. 

Considerable has been dona on the 
ground where I labour since I wrote last. 
Three have been added to the ehuffoh inWil. 
mington. The Methodists held a protract- 
ed meeting there, and gathered upwards 
of thirty into their classes. Here in Wills, 
borough, nineteen have been added to the 
church since March, when we had a pro. 
tracted meeting, conducted by brother 
Fisk. We have held a Bible class twice 
in Wilmington. Four hopeful converpions 
have occurred lately in our part of the ' 
society. 

From Rev. B, Broxon^ Fort Ann, N. T. 

There is a growing interest here in 
things of religion, and since my last 
report there have been some few additions 
to my church, by profession, as the fruits 
of an interesting reviva) we enjoyed hero 
last winter. Our Sabbath school has been 
considerably enlarged, and our Bible class 
rendered more interesting, both in num- 
bers and spirituality. Tl»e temperance 
cause is progressing with steady progress, 
and the missionary interest increaiing, 
though far from what it should be. 



Missionary AffpointmenU by the Executive ComniUep of the A. H. M. 5., 
from May Ibth, to June Ibth, 1836. 



tU-ofpointnunU. 

Bsv. O. C. Beardilev, Silver Creek, N. Y. 

Eev. J. Sw Emory, Cfawoll, N. Y. 

lev. Ira Smith, Nichols, N. Y. 

Rev. B. B. Smith, Palteny, N. Y. 

Rev. J. H. Hotchkin, Wheeler, N. Y. 

Rev. N. Patterson, Christiaoa, Del. 

Rev. N. S. Smilh, Golembm, N. J. 

Rev. J&mi9« Taylor, Waddineton, N. Y. 

R^v. A*»lphu« Taylor, Norfolk, N. Y. 

Rev. E. Hart, Coneaut, Pa 

Bev. J. W. Woodward, Shrewsbury, N. J. 

Rev. Warren Nichols, Atlas, 111. ^ 

Rev. Calvin N. Ran<»om, Berlin and Trentcn, O. 

Rev. Jos. M. Badd, Northern part of Ind. 

Rev. J. N. Lewis, Maiden, N. Y. ^ .^, ^^ ^ 

Rev. Josiah Partington, DrummondsviUe, U. u. 

Rev. Isaac Foster, to go to Illinois. 

Rev. J. J. Thompson, Centerville, N. Y. 

Rev. L. R.Lockwood, Windham, N. Y. 



Rev. A. M. Gilbert, River Head, L. I. 
Rev. J. M. M'Gregor, Morristown, N. Y. 
Rev. C. BoUes, Lawrence, N. Y. 
Rev. T. P. Hunt, African Cb., Newark, N. J. 

Rev. Brunton, La Chute, L. C. 

Rev. John Wamock, Livingston Ch., Ga. 
]Uv. C. W. Babiiitt, Princess Grove, HI. 

Missionaries not in Commission last ysar. 

Rev. EbeneMt Raymond, Evans, N. Y. 

Rev. Adam Keid,Amehia,N.Y. ^ ^, ^ 

Rev. Ebenezer M'DowaH, Sand Lake, N. Y. 

Rev. Lewis Sabin, to go to Canada. 

Rev. Joseph Kniffht, to go to lllinoiB. 

Rev. Amosp. AfCoy, New-Buffalo, Mich. 

Rev. ^&eo. T. Todd, Carmel, N. Y. 

Rev. Waters Warner, Cannonsville, N. Y. 

Rev. J. G. Simrall, Carlinville, III. 

Rev. Ferris Fitch, Rickmoeia, 0«auga eo., O. 
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Tine Ti^easurer tf tk$ American Home Missionary Society acknowUdges the' 
reeefpt of the following sums, from May 15/A, to June 16i^, 1836. 



MASS ACHUSfrrrs— 

Andover, VVo'st Pariah, in part to const. 
Rev. Snrmiel C. Jachson a L. D. 00 58 

Beverly. John Foster, L- M., per J. Punoh- 
ard, Trcas. 30 00 

Holdon, Con^'l Soc, per D. Boyden, of 
which 100 is to const. Rev. W. P. Pame 
aL.D. 120 00 

Newburyport, friend, per Rev. L. P. Dim- 

micit, 5 00 

Salem, Tabernacle Ch., Rev. Samuel M. 
Worcester, L. D., per J. Punchard, 
Treas. 100 00 

West Bradford, Rev. Nathan Munroe.L. 

D , per do! 100 00 

CONNECri'ICUT— 

Ellington, Con»M Soc., of which 30 Is to 
const. Rev. Ezekiel Marsh a L. M. 43 00 

Litchfield,in part of legacy of the late Ben- 
jamin Tallmndge, per J. P. Cushman, 250 00 

SJiddiebury, Beuev. Soc, per U. TowA- 
send.Treas. 00 

Middletown, Fern. H. M. Soc, to const. 
Rev. Robert M'Ewen a L. M., per Eliza 
J.Colton, Sec, 30; H. 6. Ward, 10; 
friend, ]0 ; 50 00 

NEW-YORK— 

Brooklyn, interest of legacy of W. Lea- 
verick, deac, per A. van Sinderin, 
Esq. • ' *^ 35 00 

Le Roy, Fern. H. M. B., per Mrs. Sarah 

Corastock, Tr. 34 75 

Millville, Presb. Ch., coll., per Rev. R. 
Dunning, 6 00 

JWio- York CitVt viz >- 

BUf.eker-8t. Ch., M. Wheeler, 5; J. 
M'Comb, Esq., 25; R. C. Wheeler, 5; 
H. M. Mead,2, 37 00 

Brainerd Ch.. Joseph Brewster, 600 00 

Central Ch., W. P. Humbert, 5; Mrs. Hum- 
bert, 2, 7 00 

Laight-at. Ch., W. D. Smith, 2; S. Win- 
terton, 3 ; D. Pierson, 3 ; H. Kingsley, 
5. 13 00 

Murrajf-st. Ch.. J.Telfaire, 5; Mary Da- 
vis, is L< Mead, 20, 27 00 

Pearl-st. CA., H. Aiktnan, 15; W. Hal- 

dane, 1, 16 00 

South Dutch Ch., A. Edwards, 60 00 

Younjr Men's Home JHw. Soc, Charles 
Butler, Esq., 500 ; A. Edwards, 50, 550 00 

Wm. Wallace, 50 ; Mr. Bell, 5, 55 00 

Pleasant Valley, Presb. Ch., per Rev. B. 

F.Wile, 9 46 

Sh -Iter hiland, rootv. con. coll., per Rev. 

R. Campbell, S3 43 

Sherman. Cong*l Ch. 3 ; Rev. J.- B. Wil- 
cox, 2. 5 00 

Smithfield, Fern. Penev. Soc, in full, to 
const. Rev. W. J. M'Cord a L. D. 20 00 

^luthold, Rev. J. Hunting, 50 

Wtmpinger's Creek, coll. at communion- 

plr Rev. E. Price, 15 00 

Fnend to Miss. Soc, per Rev. £. King, 2 ^ 

NEW-JERSEY— 

Moiristewnt Presb. Ch. mon. con. coll., 
25 ; J. C. Whitehead to const, Isaac N. 



IS 31 
800 



469 
S3T 



15 09 

ir7 40 
300 

2171 



„ $2,610 16 

KNOWLES TAYLOR, Treasurer. 



Receipts of the Western Agency, at Osneoa, 
June II, im. 

Bttffalo, First Ch., Jabes Goodell, in part 
to sustain a Missionary, 50; Joseph 
Dart do., 50; T. Stocking, L.JM.,30; 
Dr. Marshall, 25;. Wm. Dodge, jr., 25, 

Pearl St. Ch. R. B. Heacock, in partlo 
sustain a Missionary, 50 ;' Ira Joy, 50 ; 
''•nje* i Baldwin, do., 50 ; J. R. Rey- 
nolds, 12, 

Clarkson, 

Conewango, Fem. H. M. S., 

Friendship, 

Henrietta, 

Hopewell, C. Reed, 5 ; Jnlla Babc^k, 3 ; 
O. Babcock, 1 ; others, 2,75, 

Leicecter, 

Lockport, Ladies* H. M. S., per C. 0. 8az 
ton. Sec 

Millville, 

Penfield, 

Reading, 

Riga, 

Rochester, Brick Ch., James Beymovr, to 
sustain a Missionary, 

Starkey, 

Summer HiU, 

Vienna, 

Warsaw, per Rev. M. P. Fqnier, 

Waterloo, per Rev. Mr. Day, 

West BloooifieId,Cong'l Ch., Fern. 

„ SoC;. per Rhoda Sheldon, Sec, 

Wheeler, 



jv. r., 



180 00 



109 00 
32S 
25 00 
10 00 
1500 


* 1175 
500 


5000 
600 
325 
10 00 
27 12 


100 00 
11 00 
6 13 
18 50 
100 00 
500 


18 00 
028 
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8KKT0HE8 OF EBAL 0HAIIA0TER9, \ CONVERiATlONS, AND STRIKING TACTI, TURMISHJBO 
CiUBFLT BT CLBRQTlIEir. 



A CONSECRATED TOWN. 

A Missionary of the A. H. M. S., after giving 
an account of a season of peculiar religious in- 
terest in bis church, relates the following his- 
toiy: — 

One fact has been several times re- 
lated to me, respecting the early histo- 
ry of—, that I have thought should 
not be entirely lost. If you should think 
it worth a place in the Pastor's Jour- 
nal, you are welcome to put it there. 

In former years, when all this region 
had scarcely begun to feel the tread of 
human footsteps, except those of the 
savage, two good men came here look- 
mg for land, with a view to purchase. 
The bones of one of them are now re- 
posing quietly in our grave yard ; the 
other is some thousaiid» of miles dis- 
tant. They started early in the week, 
from some neareft, although a remote 
settlement. At length, in the latter 
part of the week, having penetrated far 
into the forest^ with their food in their 
packs on their backs, they found it im- 
possible to return to the settlement, to 
keep the Sabbath. What should they 
do ? The command of God was solemn- 
ly binding on them, and must not be 
broken. It appears that thev had not 
forgotten to provide spiritual as well 
as temporal food, but had put up a 
Bible among their prof isions. They 
knew that God would as readily accept 
of their worship in the deep forest as 
in the village sanctuary. Consequ ent- 
ity they erected a shelter of barks, and 
made it as convenient and comfortable 
an time and circumstances would per- 
mit, and there, in reading, singing, pray- 
ing, and praising God, they passea that 
holy day, which God intended should 
be, and to them indeed waa,an emblem of 
fuaven ; and more than an ein5/6m— a 
little portion of heaven let down to earth! 

In the ardour of their prayers and 
praises, it oowirred to their mindf , that 



*»this is the interesting time to conse- 
crate this town to God, and pray him 
that men of prayer and faith might live 
here; the glorious Gospel be preached 
in ite purity ; the Holy Spirit be poured 
down, and their sons and daughters be 
fitted, one generation after another, to 
praise and glorify God in the church 
below, and qualified at death to be re- 
ceived into the church above." 

The first settlers commenced private- 
ly and* publicly the worship of God in 
their log cabins — \he fact of the town 
being thus consecrated to God, has of- 
ten been related, with all its thrilling 
interest, in many of their prayer meet- 
ings ; the Gospel has been preached' 
here by able ministers more than in any 
other town in the county ; on, or very 
near the spot where they built their 
temporary sanctuary of barks, our de- 
cent and comfortable meeting-house 
has been erected, partly by aid of chari- 
ty from the city, as it was needed in the 
very early part of the settlement ; and 
in It, the largest^Presbyterian church, 
I think, in the county, is now worship- 
ping God every Sabbath; and far the 
greater portion of the youth in the con- 
gregation have united with it ; some 
of them have begun to turn their eyes 
towards the ministry ; and an interest- 
ing group of children and youth, now, 
several times in a week, flock aronnd 
their minister, asking virtually, '^Sir, 
what must we do to l^ saved ?*' I tell 
you, brother, I love to preach the Gos- 
pel on ground that is thus consecra- 
ted. 



A TALE OF BUM AND VJUg. 



Mr. 9 was the only child of his 

parents. He was the pride of his fa- 
ther, and idol of his mother. He pos- 
sessed an amiable diiposition, and was 
uncommonly kind in hia feelhigs. To 
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Jier fondneBs, his mother united exces- 
sive indulgence ; so much so, that she 
could not find it in her heart to deny 
him any^quest. Nothing marked his 
early years, but in l«25, when at the 
age of 15 or 16, he became convinced 
that his amiable disposition and kind 
deportment would not secure him the 
favour of God, and it was hoped he 
then vppHed fbr pardon to the blood of 
Christ. Soon after he united with the 
church in his native place, and erect- 
ed an altar where morning and even- 
ing, he met his parents, and offered up 
their family sacrifice to God. O what 
a lovely si^ht was here ! a dear and 
only son, asl(in^ spiritual blessings on 
those who lavished on him all their 
temporal comforts! But while enjoy- 
ing this almost heavenly happiness, mo- 
tives unknown to the writer, induced 
the parents to exchange their peaceful 
residence, for the noise and bust'le of a 
country tavern. He had riot been long 
in his new abode, before a lady, 
whose heavenly hopes corresponded 
with his, came to the village on a vi- 
sit to her friends, with whom he fbrm- 
ed a marriage connexion. He carried 
her to the home of his parents ; p-nd 
where could he find more promise of 
domestic enjoyment f — They were de- 
voted to his happiness, and he to theirs, 
and as he was sole heir to their compe- 
tency, his prospects were flattering for 
his rising family. 

Although the religious exercises of 
the. family had tenderly affected the 
hearts of the parents, yet they thought 
best to dispense with these m the ta- 
vern, as they might be an interruption 
to travellers ; and soon, both with the 
fatlier and son, the first morning obla- 
tion was at the shrine of Bacchus ! It 
was not long before the youth began 
frequentiy to sip at the intoxicating cup, 
and soon his downward course began 
to be visible. He was not seen in the 
place where prayer was wont to be 
made, and his voice, instead of ascend- 
ing in supplication to God, was heard 
only in tho drankard's revelllngs^ and 
sbodciog to relate, in blaspheming that 
name be had once worshipped. The 
Sabbath was no longer a delight, nor 
* the holy name of the Lord, honourable.' 

It was a long time before either fa - 
ther or son would drink in eoch other's 



presence. Both seemed to think the 
other was in danger, and the fkther 
particularly discovered anxiety about 
the habits of the son. It would seem 
that the mother should have been first 
to take alarm at this indulgence of his 
appetite, and b/a mother's tears and en- 
treaties, which no common hardihood 
can resist, prevent his untimely 
Tuin. But, strange as it may seem, ^he 
could not deny him, even the poison 
that would destroy him, and furnished 
the intoxicating beverage, even when 
the judgment of the intemperate/a«^cr 
would have deprived him of it. 

It cannot be supposed that the church 
were unconcerned spectators of the mel- 
ancholy defection of this youth. Private 
Christians warned him; committeei 
were appointed to converse with, and 
try to reclaim him, and afler every 
other means failed*, the steps pointed 
out in the Gospel were regularly taken, 
and he was separated from their com- 
munion. 

Peace and quietness had, long before 
this, fled from his abode, and unkind- 
nesS fell from those lips, which once 
were never opened but to give plea- 
sure to those around. It is not mj 
purpose, however, to reveal in detail 
the domestic misery of that family ciN 
cle, or speak of the anguish arising 
from broken vows and conjugal unkind* 
ness. These are known to the family 
of the intemperate^ without description, 
and the most lively picture cannot por* 
tray them to the imaginations of others. 
Suffice it to say, that after six or seven 
years, she returned to her friends, th6 
mother of two promising children, and 
the neglected wife of a drdnkard. 

As is usual in such cases, every re* 
straint that was removed, opened wideJr 
the pathway to ruin, and all looked up- 
on him now as lost. 

A few months befbre his dedth, «. 
traveller took lodgings at his father's, 
and with his refreshment, ordered a 
glass of cold water. Some conversa- 
tion followed, in which he spoke of the 
length of time that he had thus denied 
himself, and the importance of abstaiik* 
ing from all that can intoxicate. • Thig 
enraged the debased yodi^i, and fealletf 
forth the most horrid imprecations, and 
he swore by that God whom he once 
profeased to love, thatwfi«e'A^I««rf; 
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that bar shcHild fnrniah bim with rum! 
This almost prophetic speech was re- 
membered when he died, as the day of 
bis death was to have deprived him of 
the products of that bar, by the remo- 
val of his parents to another residence. 

During the winter of 1835—6, he 
gave himself up more completely to re- 
velry and drunkenness, and his parents, 
in order to save, if possible, this wreck 
of all their earthly hopes, sold their 
tavern, and ];esolved to remove from 
the public use of that, which they could 
not even now deny their son. D.uring 
the week previous to tlie time appoint- 
ed for their reuioval, ardent spirit was 
his ^oQ^tant companion, and the night 
preceding the Sabbath, this demon had 
infuriated him beyond controL In this 
state he went to his mother, that mo- 
ther who had watched over him in in- 
fancy, and who had never denied him 
aught he asked of her, and demanded 
for supper, a choice dish she had re« 
served for travellers. His mother re- 
monstrated with him, told him of the 
impossibility of procuring more, &.c., 
but this only increased his rage, and he 
swore by every thing sacred, that he 
would have it if he went to hell as a 
recompense 1 1 His mother served up 
the meat, and it was the last he ate on 
earth. He was taken severely ill soon 
afler eating, but supposing it was the 
effect of his beastly indulgence, no 
medical aid was called until Monday 
night. As he had abused his reason 
when in health, it was not now granted 
him, and on Wednesday, his soul return- 
ed unto God wJio gave it. * ♦ * 

The ground is yet fresh on the grave 
that received him, and a voice comes 
from it, which distinctly says, "Let 
him that thinketh he standeth, take 
heed lest he fell." 
May, 1836, 

TABLE TALK. 
[Furnished by a Home Missionary.] 

When the blessing of God is implor- 
ed on our daily food, it is that it may 
be "sancti6ed by tlw word of God and 
by prayer." Then let the head of the 
table call for the verse for that day, on 
the plan of the "verse system,'* or ac- 
cording to some ether rule which may 
be adopted in the family. Thus having 



elicited a portion of God's woTd« Ut 
them ask questions as to its meaning 
or usey of each individual around thf 
table, according to their ages or attain** 
ments. Is it a proposition or a^ inter* 
rogation ? a promise or a threatening ? 
a doctrine or a command ? an argu* 
ment or an assertion? an illustratioi) 
or an inference ? Do you understand 
this argument? or are you enlightened 
by the illustration ? Do vou believe thii 
doctrine ? Do you practice the duty ?•— 
Do you strive to copy the example? J>q 
you hope in the promise ? Do you fear 
the threatening ? In this way, useful 
religious conversation may take the 
place too oflen occupied by empty chit 
chat — thus you may have a family Bi* 
ble class daily, in beautiful compliance 
with the divine injunction; "These 
words, which I command thee this day, 
shall be in thy heart, and thou shalt 
teach them diligently unto thy children, 
and shalt talk of them when thou sittest 
in thy house, and when thou walkest by 
the way, and when thou liest dowB« 
and when thou risest up. And thou 
sh&lt bind them for a sign upon thy 
hand, and they shall be as frontlets be- 
tween thine eyes. And thou shalt 
write them upon the posts of thy house 
and on thy gates." It is stated of the 
late Dr. Payson, that it was his unifem 
practice at the breakfast table, to make 
an excursion by conversation into the 
heavenly world. And one, at least, can 
testify from experience in favour of 
what is here recommended. It lias 
been found a natural and easy method 
of turning the attention to revealed 
truth, when others have beenlbundre« 
pulsive, awkward or forced. Whea 
no striking incidents are occurring 
abroad, and a family are following the 
same course from day to day, in tbiff 
way a ceaseless variety of valuable 
topics, is brought before the mind, an 
irksome sameness is avoided, and beth 
body and mind are refreshed at the 
same time ; a9 we read of apostolic 
Christians, "Tliey did eat their meat 
with gladness and singleness of heart." 
It is not suificiently considered, that the 
immortal mind craves its a|»propriate 
sustenance as well as the mortal body> 

Man has a tovl of t«bC dosires ; 

When there is ae relish for ireveakid 
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truth, this restlessness creates a thirst 
for ezcitemeut of some kind. No mat- 
ter what is its occasion, if the mind is 
but strcwigly excited. This thirst for 
excitement has led many to prefer all 
the horrors of war to the uniform mo- 
notony of peaceful life. The same has 
led many to contract habits of intem- 
perance. The craving of the restless 
man is often most readily silenced by 
means of strong drink. Hence the ar- 
ticle is used as oden as the need of ex- 
citement is felt. The remedy for all 
this is to furnish appropriate food for 
the mind. This never is done till the 
mind is brought to relish revealed truth, 
that is, it is never done to the mind's 
settled satisfaction. To give this relish, 
as well as to feed, and cherish it after- 
ward, the Holy Spirit uses the same 
truth. Hence the propriety or utility 
of presenting it to the mind uniformly 
and frequently, as we do daily food to 
the body. 

This plan of communicating religious 
instruction, has been adopted with 
most interesting results in many fami- 
lies. Those who use it diligently and 
prayerfully, may expect to grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

•• THEY SHALL EAT Or THE FRUIT OF 
THEfR OWN DOINGS." 
[From a Miirionary Report] 

Mr. and Mrs. , a reputable 

gentleman and lady, Jived through a 
revival in the state of New- York, du- 
ring which their Christian friends, 
deeply burdened with solicitude fbrtheir 
souls, laboured with painful anxiety 
and mtense earnestness for their con- 
veriion. Mr. — has informed me that 
he was made a subject of special prayer 
for many successive days, in a pro- 
tracted meeting which was held by 
the church to which his parents be- 
longed. The Holy Spirit, in the mean 
time, BO operated upon him and his 
wife, that they were convinced that 
without repentance they must be lost 
for ever. But alas, the relentless ob- 
duracy of the human heart ! While 
God called, they replied—** Go thy 
way for this time, and when we have a 
convenient season, we will call for 
thee." They would not then attend to 
the subject of religion, for fear of of- 
fending the parents of Mrs. — who 



were Universalists. Bxpetting soon to 
remove to Ohio, they intended to em- 
brace the first revival season which 
they should witness, to make their 
peace with God, and thus secure eter- 
nal life. 

Shortly afterwards they came to this 
place, and in a few months they were 
permitted to witness a most interesting 
revival. During this season their im- 
penitent friends and neighbours all 
around them were hopefully converted. 
These, together with older Christians, 
laboured with warnings, entreaties, 
prayers and tears, to bring Mr. and 
Mrs.—, to repentence. But aii 
was in vain. They professed to con- 
sider themselves as being left by the 
Holy Spirit and given up to a hard 
heart and reprobate mind. And from 
their total indifference to every thing 
of a religious nature, Christians were 
led to fear that this wai really the cage, 
I never saw, in any but professed in- 
fidels, such utter recklessness with 
regard to the solemn realities of eter- 
nity as they invariably manifested. 

Shortly after, Mrs. — was brought 
on a bed of sickness. I called to tee 
her, and found her more hardened, and 
if possible more careless on the subject 
of religion than ever. And in this 
awful state of insensibility she was 
hurried unexpectedly into the presence 
of her Judge. Mr. — , her hus- 
band, is still Hving, and to all human 
appearance ** a vessel of wrath, fitted 
to destruction." 

POETRY. 

AIR.— ^ROUBAOOUm. 

1. RoftlyUitt penitent 

Ofiers hn prayer ; 
Now doth his yielding soul 

Heavenward repair ; 
Saying, ^^from all my heart 

'Sin 1 dethrone : 
Saviour Lord, Saviour Lord, 

Be thou my own.** 

3. Hark, *ti« the Saviour liord 

Calls from above : 
Gently be epeaketh woida 

Flowinff with love ; 
Saving, *'tor thee have I 

'Died to atone : 
Penitent, penitent, 

Thou art ray own.** 

3. Heneefortb the penitent 

Liveth to Ond ; 
Walks be with cooitent feet 

Where Jeiui trod ; 
Sayinf, **from all my heart 

Sin I dethrone : 
Saviour Lord, Saviour Lord» 

Tboo art mt own. ' 
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Go, Preach ilie Gospel Mark xvi. 15. 

How gkail tliey prkach except ihey l)e seniT.. Romx x. 15. 



Vol. IX. 



AVOU«T 1, 1836. 



IVo. 4. 



CORRESPONDENCE OF THE A. TI. M. S. 



ARKANSAS. 

From Rev, A. R, Banks, 

I came into Arkunsas on tho first of 
Jane. I found brother Moore at Little 
jRock ; the only Presbyterian minister in 
all the territory! He informed me that 
Rev. Mr. Woods had left for Kentucky. I 
put myself somewhat under the direction 
of Mr. Moore, who has been scTeral years 
in the territory, and he advised me to visit 
this place, and two or three other settle- 
ments contiguous, but still to travel over 
several other counties before I located. 
1 have found great difficulty in crossing 
the swamps at this season; had to swim 
roy horse frequently, go 24 hours without 
food for myself or horse. The conse- 
quence is, I have had an attack of ague 
and fever for the last week or ten days. 

I shall (my health permitting) return to 
the Rock in a few days, and thence to the 
Red River country, which is said to be the 
most thickly settled part of the state. 

As soon as I locate, you may expect to 
hear from me again. I find the people 
willing, generally, to hear the Gospel 
preached. 



From Rev, Calvin W. Babbitt, Prince's 
Grove, Peoria co,, III, 

The condition of the church here, 
though poor and small, is flourishing. 
Brotherly love, unity, and a spirit of 
prayer in a good degree prevail. Since I 
last wrote, individuals who had previous, 
ly neglected the preaching of the Gospel, 
have become steady and attentive hearers 
of the Word, and there is reason for believ- 
ing that Christians are growing in grace. 
The field here is immensely large. Much 
more ground is to be occupied by our own 
denomination than it is possible for one 

Vol.. IX. 9 



man to cultivate. Presbyterians ore few 
and scattered, but impenitent sinners art 
in abundance — nor are they altogether 
unwilling to hear the word. 

There is, at this time, but one SabbatU 
school in the extensive region over which 
I operate, and that one is not very flour, 
ishing. There are two difHcuIties in the 
way of Sabbath schools among us, the 
want of suitable houses, and the want of 
suitable teachers. 



SABBATH SCHOOLS IN THE WEST. 

A missionary gives the following account 
of his own Sabbath School, and remarks on 
the importance of this species of Christian 
effort for the west. 

When I came here there were about 40 
pupils belonging to our Sabbath School.' 
The number has increased to upwards of 
120. This increase has been effected by 
the personal efforts of two or three indi. 
viduals, but chiefly through the exertions 
of the children belonging to the school. 
1 have succeeded, m a good degree, in 
creating a great interest in the minds of 
the children in the Sabbath School, and 
hare got them to solicit others to attend 
with them. The school is highly interest, 
ing and flourishing ; it is the most encour. 
aging feature in my field of labour. The 
population of this town having grown up 
without any fear of God, or habits of au 
tending public worship, but few, compa- 
ratively, attend the preaching of the Gos. 
pel. I have no hope of ever gaining a 
large congregation from the present adult 
population ; but, though they will not at. 
tend public worship themselves, they will 
permit their children to attend Sabbath 
School, and I have no doubt, that should 
I remain here for a few years, I shall be 
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able tofbrm a congregation, and, wiUithe 
divine blessing, a church, by means of the 
Sabbath School. All that is needed to 
make our school larger and more interest, 
ing, IS a few good teachers. Sabbath 
Schools afford a wide nnd promising field 
of usefulness in the West. There is no 
difficulty in the way of forming Sabbath 
Schools in any place in the whole valley 
of the MissisHippi, wherever children can 
be found. If we could only excite Chris. 
tians of the West, and induce Christians 
of theEdst, tooome and take hold nf these 
institutions, an effectual resistance might 
be offered to the progress of infidelity, 
Romanism, vice, and eve^y form of delu- 
sion. To the friends of tlieir country, 
and to the friends of the Redeemer at the 
East, I would say, come and collect the 
children of the West nruund you on the 
Sabbath, and you will be abundantly re- 
warded for your labours and sacrifices. A 
generation, would be trained up to serve 
the Lord; our land wou.d become Im. 
manuePs land, and a dwelling place of 
righteousness. 

Besides preaching twice on the Sabbath 
to the congregation, I superintend the Sab. 
bath School in the morning, and in the 
afternoon I meet the children again, and 
spend an hour in familiar illustrations 
of Sonne important truth. They are deeply 
interested in this exercise. So, you see, 
I perform much labour among the chil- 
dren, but I hope to much profit. 



From Rev, John Thomson y Union y Mont- 
gomery co.y Ind, 

During the quarter now closed, the at. 
tentioD to preaching, both on the Sabbath 
and when I preach on week days in dif- 
ferent parts of the congrejration, has been 
OQUsunlly good. The Sabbath School, 
in prospect at the close of the last quar- 
ter, has been commenced with encoura. 
ging prospects; and my Bible class, that 
formerly varied from 12 to 20, now ave- 
rages upwards of 30, who appear very at- 
tentive to the subject. The monthly con. 
cert of prayer is also attended, and on the 
Sabbath that I am absent, besides the Sab- 
bath School, they have a prayer meeting. 
Five members have been a!dded on cer- 
tificate, making our present number 58. 
We expect to have the Lord's Supper ad- 
miuittered in a few weeks, when we hope 
te have more added to our number. I am 
with them every other Sabbath, which is 
rendered very pleasant to me, by the cor. 
dial and solemn attention of the people to 



the Sabbath School, Bible class, and the 
preaching of the Word; and, though this 
report must appear barren of interesting 
incidents, yet to me it seems evident that 
the good cause is progressing. Entire 
harmony exists in the congregation, and 
no open opposition is made by the world, 
or by other denominations. And the so- 
lemn attention that seems to be paid to 
the preached word, and other means of 
grace, leads me to hope that good is doing. 
But we very much need the reviving in. 
fluence of the Holy Spirit. Let us have 
a sha^e in the prayers of your society. 



URGENT APPEAL FOR A MINISTER. 

I write now to implore your immediate 
attention to Evansville, Indiana, on the 
Ohio river, 200 miles below Louisville, 
Ky. It is certainly a most desirable stand 
for a laborious and faithful minister, at 
his labours there would, no doubt, tell on 
the destinies of thousands. The town, 
last fall, contained about 600 inhabitants : 
— 10 or 12 Methodists — perhaps not so 
many Baptists — 6 or 7 Presbyte.riant, 
and one or two Episcopalians. I can. 
not be exact as to the number ; I givt 
my present impression. I only wish to 
convey this idea, that all denominations 
are fueble. The Presbyterians have a 
good brick church, — the only one in the 
place ; and their number will be increased, 
as tlie New. England people are daily 
going in, and as the people, generally, 
are very favourably disposed towards our 
denomination ; — besides^ the impression 
is now made, that Evansville is to be in a 
few years a large town. The legislature 
of Indiana, at its last session, determined 
that Evansville should be the terminating 
point, on the Ohio, for some of its greatest 
internal improvements. These works 
have been, or soon will be commenced. I 
believe about 6,000,000 lbs. of freight was 
landed there for the interior last year. 

The church are very eager to be sup- 
plied, and think that they can, at least, 
raise $200. I think any young, or young 
married man of energy would do well to 
go there ; and the importance of the place, 
and the spiritual interests of that part of 
Indiana, would justify you in giving the 
sum necessary to his support. 

Henderson, on the Kentucky side, 10 
miles below Evansville, is also vacant, as 
well as important. There a young man 
would receive $300 and his board, and 
horse keeping, fop one half of his time, 
and there are other places not far distant 
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where 9200 for the other half could be 
made up. Here may be found some of the 
kindest and most hospitable people on the 
earth. Henderson and Evansville might 
be united under one minister, but I do 
not think it would bo desirable. 



From Rev, Warren Uham^ Toledo. 

When I came here the prospect looked 
dark and gloomy. T found a church or. 
gunized, it is true, but they hnd never had 
a minister, unless occanionally a Sabbath, 
to break to them the read of lite. Of 
course the church was. in a low state, 
while wickedness of every kind and do. 
gree, in high places and low places, seem- 
ed to set the laws of both heaven and 
earth at defiance. You know something 
of the history of this disputed strip of 
land (of which this place is the rallying 
point) for the last two or three yearst — 
how its population has been kept in a 
continual state of agitation by the con. 
flicting interests of Ohio and Michigan. 
While each in its turn has endeavoured to 
extend its jurisdiction oyer it, the people 
here, being in a state of uncertainty as to 
the final result, have, in a measure, regard, 
ed themselves as exempt from the juris, 
diction of both. Such a state of things, 
you may well suppose, has had a most 
baneful influence upon the morals of the 
place. When I commenced my labours 
here, it was common, in going to and from 
the place of meeting, to pass squads of 
persons with their guns shooting ^t a 
mark. I mention this as a specimen. At 
first oar congregation was small, but it 
gradually increased, and for some time 
past, has been larger than could be conve. 
niently accommodated in the house in 
which we worship. Last fall two mem. 
hers of the church built a house, which 
they supposed would be large enough to 
accommodate all who would attend for 
the winter and spring, but it has been en. 
tirely too small, and measures are taking 
to build a large and commodious house. 
The principal proprietors of the town 
plot, who live at the East, have given en- 
couragement that they will subscribe 
liberally. It is uncertain how much tiiey 
will finally raise for the object, but enough 
is secure to build a large and comfortable 
house. The one in which we now wor. 
•hip will not seat more than two hundred 
•pertont, and besides, it is anfavoarably 
loeated. If we had a comfortable house, 



located at a central point, I have nodotibt 
that we might have a congregation of five 
hundred persons every Sabbath. 

I have not the happiness to report a 
revival of religion. Still I trust my la. 
hours have not been in vain. So far as it 
regards the general aspect of things here, 
the scene has entirely changed. A salu. 
tary religious influence now pervades the 
place, and causes even those whom it 
does not control, to ** stand in awe.** Wo 
are no longer annoyed on our way to the 
sanctuary, and during the hours of wor- 
ship, with the firing of guns, and the noise 
of mirth. Our Sabbaths are now chi. 
racterized by a stillness and solemnity 
befitting the day of God, save the intet- 
ruption occasioned by tJte arrival and 
departure of steam.boats. Our congrega- 
tions are solemn and attentive, even ' 
beyond wliat I have been in the habit of 
witnessing in other places, — and there 
have been times when my hopes have 
been greatly raised in regard to a revival. 
I have seen Christians, and the congrega- 
tion generally, deeply affected under the 
preaching of the word, but as yet it hat 
been as the ''morning cloud.** Since I 
came here the church has had an acoea. 
sion of eighteen to its number, embracing 
a large portion of the influence of the 
place. There is a considerable number 
more who stand ready to unite. The 
present number in the church is not far 
from fifty. 

In regard to benevolent effort, a begin- 
ning has been made. Forty or fifty dol- 
lars have been raised for the Bible cause, 
and a few dollars for foreign missions. I 
design to have the claims of heme mif. 
sions, &c., attended to in due time. 

Our Sabbath School, in connexion with 
which is a Bible class, has been sustained 
with a good degree of interest. 



From Rev. H. Little, Agent in Ohio. 

I attended the anniversaries at Granville 
within the Ohio synod. The meetings 
continued three days. Three sermons 
were preached during the time. We had 
good congregations, and a deep intereat 
was manifested in the great objects of 
Christian benevolence. About fifteen 
ministers were present, and the religious 
impression left upon the assembly was 
good. I remained the following Sabbath, 
and the congregation gave me ^2lQ for 
the A. H. M. S. 

I design to spend most of the next 
quarter in the interior ^of Ohio, and be- 
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Blow ranch of mj time and attention on 
raising the support of ininiBtt^rs now on 
the ground. Tlie fdcts of the last few 
muntiis show, that the time is at hand, 
when the congregations will discharge 
this part of their duty much more faith- 
fully than they have in years past. 



From Rev. E. Barber^ Veimillion, Huron 
CO., O. 

During the winter we were under the 
nece^Hity uf holding public worship in a 
school house. We have, since sometime 
in May, occupied our meeting-houpe, and 
©ur congrrgation on the Sabbath has, in 
consequeoce, a little increased. OurSah. 
bath Sc^hools have considerably increased 
in number since the spring opened. 

A GOOD MEASURE. 

An agent of the Tract Society visited 
and spent a Sabbath with this congrega- 
tion recently. An effort was made to 
circQlate the bound volumes of the Sooie. 
ty*8 publications. A collection was taken 
op oii the Sabbath to aid the Society in 
their' effort at foreign distributions, and 
on Monday following, each family was 
visited by some of the brethren, and af- 
forded an opportunity of purchasing any 
volunies they chose for their own use. 
In this way many of these excellent books 
were placed in families that seldom attend 
on any of the ordinary means of grace. 



From Rev. X. Betts, Wakeman. 

Having laboured seven years under 
your commission, I cannot but feel, both 
for myself and my people, some emotions 
of gratitude for your timely assistance. 
Under your fostcrinir care the churclics 
where I have laboured and still labour 
have been increased, and, I trust, built 
up in knowledge and grace. They still 
feel feeble, and I am persuaded they will, 
till they are compelled to relinquish their 
dependance for support on foreign aid. I 
have, tiierefore, told them this year that I 
cannot feel right to rely on your assist, 
ance any longer. They are making an 
eflTort accordingly, and, although I do not 
ejcpect they will raise ^300, yet I shall 
throw myself upon them. 

Since I have been labouring in this 
field the churches have been gradually in. 
eretsed. The. church in Wakeman has [ 
received 30, of whom 12 have been by 



letter, and 38 by profession : the church 
in Clarksfield has received 43, of whom 
nine have been by letter, and 34 by pro- 
fession. The places have neither of them 
experienced any rapid growth from emi- 
graticn. They have hitherto been, both 
o( th<?m, almost exclusively farming set- 
tlements. There has not been a tavern 
in eit lier till the present year, and none 
in Wakeman still, neither any store. 
There seems some more prospect of their 
l-'ocoming places of some mechanical and 
other business at present. 



A FACT, AND ITS EXPLANATION. 

The following statement presents to our 
readers the experience of very man}' mis- 
sionaries thai go to the West, and also of the 
degree and nature of the progress that t ?.y 
be ordinaril}' expected in the first five or .si^ 
years. There arfe, however, cases where a 
better support is realized fironi the people in a 
shorter time. 

It will appear strange to you that wl r^n 
I first came here, the two churches to 
which I minintcrcd, numbering not 
more than 35 members, yet undertook to 
raise $200 for iny support: — yet now 
that they have increased to about 100, 
they are backward to raise $300. I shall 
not attempt to excuse the failure; I be. 
lieve it is wrong. There are, however, 
some facts to be taken into consideration 
on this subject, in forming a correct esti- 
mate of the character or the churches. 

The intent to "raise ^200 by this people 
has never been accomplished, and not a 
very near approximation to it till lately. 
This is not from any intention to deceive, 
but it is that infirmity of human nature 
which is so common, by which it is easier 
to promise than to perform. In their 
first attempts, tlie purpose is usually 
greater than the performance. Another 
thing to be considered is, that many were 
first excited, by the novelty of the thing, 
to subscribe, who never thought of sub- 
scribing any thing again, and some who 
did not think to pay what they subscribed. 
Some made a great eflfbrt at first, with the 
expectation that it would bo lighter after- 
wards, and have acted accordingly. Ano- 
ther thing : when I first came, the support 
of the Gospel here was about all that 
Christians were thinking to accomplish, 
and that with foreign aid ; they have sinc^ 
that turned their thoughts some to other 
objects connected with the kingdom ef 
Christ, and done something in the oanM 
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of missions, education, &.C., to thai I sap- 
pose, for a fiiw years back, they Iiave done 
for other obJHCts nearly or quite ps much 
as the foreign aid they have received. 
Another thinjr is, that the increase of our 
ciiurchen has been to a great extent from 
the families of those who were the sahscri- 
bars originally. 1 will add to these another 
reason which I fear lies deeper still ; which 
is, that I am conscious I havo not produ* 
ced that deep impression of the importance 
of the Gospel, and the consequent duty of 
sustaining it as I ought. Modesty (either 
true or false) has ever kept me from say. 
iiig much about my own support, and I 
have always accepted about what the 
people could do, or rather what they had 
done. In this I hiva possibly erred. My 
embarrassments have distracted my mind, 
and my scanty support has not cultivated 
the rijrht feelings towards my people. 
When I first entered the ministry, it was 
with the resolution that I would not talk 
about my salary; but possibly I have, 
after all, by my situation, been led to think 
much, when if 1 had talked a little it 
would have ImmI a better effect. 



NORTH CAROLINA. 

A MUsivnary^a report of unaucoeasfui 

labours. 

It is with pain I report labour perform, 
ed but souls not sayed ; and were I not 
conscious of having, with some little fidel. 
ity, sought the glory of my master, Jesus, 
I should be ashamed to report to you, and 
much more so to the Lord of the harvest. 
I had hoped that both the minister, and 
churches, and people, wduM be roused, and 
HO brouf ht to serve the Lord before this 
time, that in this report I «hoiilcl be per. 
mitted to say, the Holy Spirit is among us* 
Some indications of this I thought I saw 
about the time I last wrote you, when a 
few professed repentance, but my hopes 
have not been realized. It is my object 
to state things as they are, and not to ex- 
cuse myself, or try to show th«t t4ie want 
of success is to be looked for in our cir- 
cumstances rather than in our want of 
faith, and labour of love. I think I have 
never more fully buried the world than 
for the last six months, — have never had 
lew anxious thoughts about myself or 
family, or felt a more full determination 
to sent the Lord. Comparing my pm» 
sent feeling with tboso I had wheft ,tbe 
Lord blessed my labours, it does seem to 
me tliat my present state, in this respect, 



is praf«rable, and oiy labourt have beea 
as abundant; but **who hath believed 
my report, and to whom is the arm of the 
Lord revealed 7*' Still, I believe the cause 
of the want of success is to be found in 
me. True, the churches to which I mi- 
nister have, I tear, slept, and the world 
has retained its hold on the people, but 
would this be the case, if the minister were 
himself awake, and what he ought to be ? 
One thing is certain, the fauli is not in 
the Lord, he has not hindered his own 
cause, but we have. It cannot be denied, 
there is great apathy in the churches here, 
nor can I protend to be free from the same 
state. This village has not been free 
from B^otne epidemic since 1 have been 
here, one has followed another^nfluenza, 
measles, and at present a yery fatal 
dysentery. I have preached more funeral 
sermons during the last six months, than in 
the four previous years. Our church has 
lost two valuable members. Two of our 
elders have been absent much of the time, 
and two have been confined much by 
sickness. Some five or six of the most 
intelligent and influential men in the con. 
gregation keep away from the house of 
(iod, and if not decidedly hostile, seem 
unwilling to be approached on the subject 
of religion ; as might be supposed, they 
have their followers of an humbler rank. 
Intemperance and Sabbath breaking^ 
greatly prevail. Small as is the popula* 
lion of this village, net one half attend 
preaching of any kind. 

I could wish that my report were of a 
more cheering kind. I can truly say that 
I have laboured both publicly and from 
house to house, but the result is as you 
see, almost nothing; you cannot be more 
dissatistied than I am ; and if your com- 
mittee should say, that they deem me un. 
worthy of their aid, I could, say nothing 
against it. I often feel that I am using 
funds that might be better appropriated, 
but if I cannot obtain aid till the Holy Spirit 
comes and awakes the churches, and sin. 
ners are converted, I must go to the field, 
the school, or quit the country. 

We have presented the above with its dis- 
couraging details, for the sake of the appeal 
which it makes to the sympathy of the Chris- 
tian reader. We wish the impression to be 
made on the patrons of the Society, that there 
IS something more for them to do than merely 
[0 give money to the feeble c 1 1 j < I r ? V e 
sec here a faithfUl pastor condemning himself 
for his want of success, and yet struggling 
with numerous difficulties that might seem 
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amply to jasdfj him, in ascribing tho aril he 
laments to ihe circumstances in which ho is 
placed. Now, what before God, his master, 
and yours, reader, do you owe to this mission- 
ary ? Is it only that his quarterly insulments 
of salary shall be promptly paid ? This, in- 
deedy in one sense, is mudk, and yet it is very 
little. You owe him ffour prayert. He is doing 
your work, bearing a portion of your fespon- 
sibility in the general duty of preaching the 
Gospel to every creature; he is "your servant 
for Jesus' sake.'' And if there be any duty 
which you are bound to perform towards 
Christ's ministers, it is to follow such with 
sleepless sympathy and fervent prayer. Put 
your soul in their soul's stead, and as you 
would that others should do for you, do ye 
even so for these, the faithful yet forgotten 
missionaiies in the dark portions of our land. 



RESULTS OF HOME MISSIONARY 
EFFORT, 

When we look at the number of labourers 
employed by the American Home Missionary 
Society, or the number of congregations to 
which they have ministered, or the number of 
eommunicants they have received to the table 
of the Lord, or the number of children and 
youth instructed under their care in Sabbath 
sehoolsand Bible classes— the bearing, for a 
single year, of Home Missionary labours, upon 
the immortal interests of our fellow men, ap- 
pears to us vast and incomprehensible. And 
yet, but a small portion of the results of these 
labours, can possibly come under our eye. 

We can tell of 750 missionaries in the field. 
But we cannot follow all these, nor even one 
of them, through the circuit of the year, as he 
delivers his messages of grace and animates 
the people of God in every good work; as he 
enters the chamber of sickness, comforts the 
afflicted, and commends the spiriu of the dy- 
ing te the Lamb of God^to bring back to the 
churches a full report of their labours. 

We can tell of 70 revivals of religion, and of 
thousands bom through their influence into the 
kingdom of the Redeemer. But, of the entire 
results of these revivals, through time and 
through eternity, to those who have been re- 
newed in them, and of their bearings upon the 
eternal state of multitudes which no man can 
number, we can form no adequate coneeption, 
until we shall be permitted to review tliem,in 
Jthe %ht of immortality. 



The good immediately accomplished, how- 
ever, may not be the most striking of the results 
of Home Missionary effort. 

While the missionaries are preaching Chris^ 
and him crucified to the living, they are lay 
ing broad and deep the foundations of many 
generations ;~they are setting in motion trains 
ofmoral influences, which' will not cease when 
they are dead; they are kindling up lights in 
Zion, which will shine brighter and brighter 
onto the perfect d&y* 

Churches that were near unto death ere 
quickened, and become able of themselves to 
sustain the institutions of the Gospel, and to 
hand down its blessings to those that shall 
come after them. New churches, also, are or- 
ganized, to throw open their portals to the 
fathers, and to the children, and to the chil- 
dren's children through many generations, and 
to send out their saving influences to the ends 
of the world. 

The organization of a church that may stand 
through all coming time, and bring its multi- 
tudes of redeemed ones to glory, is a graat 
event. And to plant such churches, and sustain 
them, till they no longer need aid, but are'pre- 
pared to become most efficient fellow labour- 
ers with us, in hastening forward the universal 
reign of the Son of God, is surely a great 
work. The results of it. cannot be comprehend- 
ed, till they shall be unfolded at the judgment. 

And yet this is a part of the glorious work. In 
which the fiiendsof Home Missions are permit- 
ted to engage. Many churches that have been 
planted and nurtured by their care, are now ren- 
dering back, into the treasury of the Lerd, more 
than double, for all that they have received; and 
the light of their example, their laboun of love, 
and their prajrera of faith, are bringing many of 
the lort into the kingdom of God. And churches 
are, every year, organized, that will soon, it is 
to be hoped, join hands with those who have 
been the almonera of Heaven's bounty to them, 
in extending the blessings of immortal life to 
others that are ready to perish. 

Without any investigation for the purpose 
of ascertaining the whole number, we find in- 
cidental mention made, in the correspondence 
of the missionaries, of the organization of 
thirty-five churches during the last year. And 
in the last report of Mass. Missionary Society, 
we find it stated that, thirty-five churches that 
were formerly cherished by the benefoetions of 
that Society, are now enjoying all the privi- 
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leges of the eblett ohi^rehei, without raliABce 
OB foreign aid. 

A brief history of fourteen of these churches 
is communicated to the Secretary of the So- 
ciety, in letters, from their respeetire pastors, 
which contain facts of such deep interest to 
those who rejoice in.the advancement of Zion, 
that we bespeak for them, the careful peroaal 
of our readers. 

PAIRHAVBN. 

The church was organized July 23, 
1794, and then consisted of 26 members. 
No revival was enjoyed till 1807. In 1811 
difficulties arose which caused a division 
of the church, and a second church was 
organized. They maintained worship in 
different houses till 1820, when they were 
again united. 

During this period of division, they of 
course became feeble, and the interposi. 
tion of the kind offices of the friends of 
home missions was necessary to preserve 
them fronii extinction, and reunite them. 

Since their reunion, and under the la. 
hours of their present pastor, they have 
been blessed with repeated revivals, and a 
continued increase of the church and so. 
ciety. In the language of the pastor — 
** We have now upon our church records 
rising 300 members, including somewhere 
about 30 non-residents. We have two 
temperance societies. The original one 
embraces about 200 members. The Young 
Men's Society, 150. Our principal Sal^ 
bath school contains between 150 and 200 
scholars. All the teachers are pious. 
We have also three branch Sabbath 
schools, containing about 100 more. The 
Bible class varies in numbers. 

** Expenses incurred by the church and 
society during the last twelve years, for 
their better accommodation in the public 
and social worship of God, are not far 
from 95,000. Objects ofChristian bene vo. 
lence are receiving the increased attention 
of church and society, but still we are 
Tery deficient in that Christian liberality 
that measures duty by the wanUi!of a world 
lying in wiekednew." Rev. Wm. Goald, 
Pa»tor, 



The ovangelicml oliureh in Tannton 
was organizMi August 17, 1821. It then 
consisted of four malos and twenty-five 
females. All the male members, we are 
informed, did not then possess one thou- 
sand dollars. 

Four revivals have since been enjoyed, 
wit., in 1826-7, 1829, 1831, and 1834. 



339 membera hare been added. Present 
number, 289. 

The church and society first common, 
ced worship in the town.hall, but soon 
afterwards, erected a meeting-house 54 
feet by 80, including the porch, at an ex- 
pense of about 97,000. This building 
has sinee been enlarged by the addition 
of 16 feet to its length, and will accom- 
modate seven or eight hund. -;d worship, 
pers. It is often filled. The average 
number, except in very stormy days, is 
from five to six hundred. Not far from 
0.500 a year are contributed to benevolent 
objects. 

It is a remarkable fact, that during the 
three first years after the organization of 
the church, not one death occurred either 
in the church or society. 

F^r conscience* sake, this church sepa- 
rated from the original Congregational 
church of the town, and thereby sacrificed 
their interest in a parish fund of about 
913,000, besides the church furniture, 
and several hundred dollars belonging to 
the church. 

But the God they worship has re warded 
them a thousand fold in rich spiritual 
blessings, besides giving them pecuniary 
strength that for several years has enabled 
them to stand alone, and extend a helping 
hand to other feeble and depressed 
chnrehes. Rev. Erastus Maltby, Potior. 

SAltDWIOH. 

This church was deprived of its meet- 
ing-house in 1811, and of its interest in 
all parish property. At that time, there 
were 73 male members in the church, and 
61 of them followed their pastor. Rev. Mr. 
Burr, after his ejectment for his adherence 
to evangelical principles, and for two 
years maintained the worship of God in 
private houses. They then built a meet- 
ing.house at an expense of more than 
94,000, which will accommodate about 
five hundred persons. The usual attend, 
ance is about four hundred. A Sabbath 
school of 77 scholars is maintained, and a 
temperance society of three hundred 
members established. 

Four revivals have been enjoyed since 
the separation, viz., in 1812, 1819, 1823, 
and 1832; and 217 have been added to 
the church; — ^the present number is 195. 
It should be remarked, that 33 members 
have been recently dismissed, to consti. 
tute a new church in a remote part of the 
town, where a new meeting-house has 
been built, and a pastor lately settled. 

Annufi] contributions to the Tarieup 
benevolent objects average about $280. 
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** There baa been a gradual increase in 
tbe nambers and strength uf the church 
and society ever since the separation, and 
iheir whole history is fitted to awaken 
teal, an din. spire confidence in God. Faith, 
like that of Abraham and Mcses, though 
but feeble, is not unrewarded." Rev. 
Alvan Cobb, Pastor, 



The evangelical church, at its organi- 
zation in March, 1832, consisted of 44 
members. The congregation then wor- 
shipped in ** the upper room" of what is 
called '*the chapel," and was composed of 
from 75 to 100 persons. A commodious 
meeting-house has since been built, 54 
feet by 48, and at an expense of $2,700, 
and will seat about five hundred. A total 
suspension of the influences of the Holy 
Spirit has not been witnessed from the 
beginning. The church has now 220 
members, and the average number of wor. 
shippers is 400. Contributions to benevo- 
lent objects in 1835, amounted to $380. 
The salary of the minister ** has been paid 
at the very day it became due." A tem. 
perance society of 305 members is in suc- 
cessful operation ; and the Sabbath school 
and Bible class, at the best season of the 
year, embrace most of the congregation. 
Uev . B. Woodbury, Pastor, 

ROCIiSSTUl CENTRE. 

When first assisted by the Missionary 
Society, this church was connected with, 
and formed a part of two parishes. Though 
fur 25 years it had onjoyed an able and 
faithful ministry, it gradually became 
weakened in the way, through sectarian 
influence and local circumstances. At 
length the church, consisting of 77 mem< 
bers, was harmoniously divided, and a 
second pastor was settled over the Centre 
Church, while the other church and parish 
retained their original pastor. Since that 
period, with assistance for a few years, 
both parishes have prospered, and both 
churches have gathered strength. 

In the centre parish, three revivals have 
been enjoyed, viz., in 1827, 1831, and 
1834, adding 86 members to the church ; 
beside others that have been added during 
tbe intervening years. Present number of 
members, 123, — 23 have been removed by 
death, or otherwise. The number of regu- 
lar worshippers varies from 200 to 300; 
in good weather, the number is usually 
300. The Sabbath school averages 100 
through the year. " The dew of our youth 
has been consecrated to God. The last 



revival left scarcely one young man un« 
converted. The Bible class has been in 
regular operation for nine years, without 
any intermission, and is considered an in- 
dispensable and delightful means of grace. 
The maternal association has bf^cn for the 
same length of time in a highly vigourous 
state, embracing most of our mothers and 
cfhildren. It cannot be denied, that as a 
parish, we have enjoyed a high degree of 
the divine favour — a little spot enriched 
by grace. But I hope we are ready to 
say, 'to God be all the glory.*" Rev. 
Jonathan Bigclow, Pastor, 



" The evangelical church was organi- 
zed November 13, 1826, and consisted of 
twenty.oight members ; five of them males, 
and four of these, like Abraham when he 
received the promise of a son, as good as 
dead." 

Two revivals have been enjoyed, viz., 
in 1827 and 1831 ; and during the inter- , 
vening and subsequent periods, a con- 
siderable number of hopeful conversions. 
The whole number admitted io the church 
from the beginning, is 109. Present num- 
ber of members, 126. 

** At first the church worshipped in an 
unfinished upper room, which place it 
occupied a little more than ten months. 
Atthe expiration of this time, our present 
house of worship was finished, which i9 
56 feet long by 42 wide; expense of it 
i^3,6U0. Whole number of regular wor- 
shippers from 200 to 300. Sabbath scho. 
lars 80. 

** I find none who wish to speak of sa- 
crifices, for they who did and suflTered the 
most, feel more than repaid for all their 
self-denial, eflb/ts, and ^expenditures." 
Rev. Asahel Bigelow, Pastor, 

LEOMINSTER. 

The Orthodox church was organized 
December 25, 1822. It then consisted of 
ten members. These withdrew from the 
Unitarian church* The next day the 
council that organized the church adde^ 
to it fpurVeen members on profession of 
their faith. 

•* No very general revival has been en- 
joyed. There have been times of refresh, 
ing from tbe presei^oe of the Lord, and of 
more than usual atiention to the subjeet 
of religion. The work of the Spirit has 
been in the still small voice. Most of 
the time, since my coooejiion with the 
church, there have been inquirerp in the 
congregation, and frequently eases of 
hopeful conversion. With three pr foar 
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exceptions, there liave been additions at 
each communion season. The whole 
number of additions since the organisa. 
tion, is 155. The present number is 111. 

•* The first place of worship was a room 
of ordinary size in a common dwelling 
house, which was occupied two years, 
and was sufficiently large to accommo. 
date all that assembled. 

'* Our present house of worship is 40 
feet square, and cost $1,600. It is begin- 
ning to be too strait for us. All Ihe seats 
are taken up. Measures are taking for 
the erection of a large and niory conve. 
nient one in a more central situation. The 
number of regular worshippers is 200. 
The whole number in the Sabbath school 
is the same, though the average attendance 
is less. The amount of contributions to 
benevolent objects the last year was 
•310 55. 

'* The growth of this church has not 
been so rapid as that of some others ; but 
there has been a constant inorease in 
strength and stability. Giving to benevo- 
lent objects has become a regular system. 
Each member of the church feels, 1 trust, 
that God requires him to remember the 
destitute, and administer to their wants 
according to his ability. The cause of 
Home Missions is remembered with live- 
ly interest." Rev. O. G. Hubbard, Pastor. 



•• My labours among this people," says 
their late pastor, "commenced in the 
Spring of 1828. They had then been 
destitute of a pastor about nine yesrs, and 
daring that time had been but partially 
supplied with preaching. A Sabbath 
school had never been in operation among 
them. No association for any object of 
Christian benevolence existed. The 
cbarch was reduced to the number of 
five males and twenty. four females, who 
were resident, and five non.resident mem- 
bers. Their meeting-house was large, 
and open, and could not be made com. 
fortable in cold weather. Nor had the 
oburcb, which had existed more than 
ninety years, ever enjoyed a season of ex- 
tensive and general revival. Those who 
loved the cause of Zion among them, 
were feeble and disheartened, and ready 
to eav, • who will show us any good ?» 

" But, relying on the grace of God, 
they turned to the Massachusetts Mis- 
sionary Society for help, and helpthoy ob- 
tained, and the Lord blessed them. During 
the laat eight years, the additions to the 
eharch have been 82. besides 30 received 
by letter. The present number is 109. 

Vol. IX. 10 



The congregation varies fVom iOO to S150. 
The Sabbath school numbers about 150, 
and has a library which cost more thaa 
$100. The average contributions to be- 
nevolent objects for the last six years it 
about $62. They have torn down their 
old meeting-house and built one of brick 
58 feet by 42, with a basement story, and 
have procured a bell, all at an expense of 
about $3,300, — a neat, convenient, plea- 
sant house. 

** Such is a brief outline of God's good* 
ncss to them. And much of the effort 
they have made has resulted from the 
timely missionary aid affurded tliem. It 
has encouraged them to help thomselvee. 
The $200 given to aid them have been 
more than repaid by their benevolent con- 
tributions, though not quite doubled." 
Rev. Aretas Looinis, late Pastor* 



The evangelical church in this town 
was organized August 15, 1827, with 
eight males and fiileen females. Since 
that time the whole number received it 
1 93 ; present number 1 63. 

The religious meetings of the Society 
were first held for a considerable period 
in private houses, and the Sabbath con- 
gregations amounted to about 50. A new 
and commodious house of worship was 
erected, 70 feet by 44, at an expense of 
$3,107, and completed in 1829. Congre* 
gations now vary from 200 to 350 or 
more. The Sabbath school embraces two 
thirds of the congregation. The church 
is a temperance church. Between $200 
and $300 are annually contributed to 
benevolent objects. Rev. J. F. fttone, 
Pastor. 



It was in 1786 that a Congregational 
church was organized in this town, then 
known as the East parish in Pelliam. 

That church became extinct. Previont 
to 1827, the parish had no pastor for 17 
years, and their last pastor had been a 
man of dissolute habits. While without 
a pastor they had but two or three months* 
preaching through the year. The result 
of this was, not only the extinction of 
the church, but a tremendous influx of er. 
ror and immorality. It was an appal- 
ling moral desolation. 

The chnrch was reorganised in 1823, 
and then embraced twelve members. 
Previous to 1827 twelve had been added, 
but through death and removals, the whole 
number was then but nineteen. In that 
year their pastor was wttled. From that 
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time ftnthp iTTidtrfle of 1835, the additions 
to the chnrch were ninety, eixty-six by 
profession ami twenty-four by letter. In 
the space of twelve years, the church 
arose from 12 lo 114. Other reforms kept 
eqaal pace with religion. Intemperance, 
one of the prevailing sins, has yielded to 
the prevailing^ religious influence, so that 
now there is not s public house nor a 
store in town where distilled liquor is kept 
er sold. The meeting-house too has been 
moved and repaired at an expense of $800, 
and the conviction has become settled in 
the public mind, that them that honour 
God, he will honour. 

"And let me tell you," adds the late 
pastor, ••that the church and society feel 
that all these blessings have come upon 
them through the Massj^chu setts Mission- 
ary Society. Their donations have al- 
ways been small, owing to pecuniary em- 
barrassments at home,, probably not ex- 
ceeding $50 any year, and sometimes 
less.** The average number of the Sab- 
bath congregations is about 300. Rev. 
Ebene^er Brown, late Pastor, 

WEST SPRINGFIELD. AgaWOm. 

*' This church and society owes its ex- 
istence, under God, to the efforts of the 
]>ome8tic Missionary Society. It was 
this Society whose missionaries came and 
explored the ground, collected materials, 
and at length organized a church, and 
thus prepared the way for the settlement 
of a pastor, in connexion with the church 
and society at Feeding Hills. 

••Thfi church was organized September 
fi, 1819. It then consisted of nine mem- 
bers, six males and three females. Four 
seasons of revival have since been enjoy- 
ed, and 150 have been added to the ori 
ginal nine. Present number 131, some 
having fallen asleep, and others dismissed 
to other churches. 

*• Sabbath congregations vary from 200 
to 300, and tho Sabbath school from 
eighty to one hundred. BiMe class from 
twelve to twenty. The temperance canse 
is highly flourishing, and embraces almost 
the entire population, of all denomina. 
tions. About $100 are annually raised 
for benevolent objects. 

•* God ha^ evidently smiled upon our 
efforts,- and to Him bo all the praise.'* 
Rev. R. S.Hazen, Pa$ier. 

CHICEOPEB FACTORY VILLAGE. 

••The present religious condition of 
this village is another illustration of the 
beneficial influence of Home Missions. 
This churoh wai organized July 3, 1831, 



nd then eonslsted of thirty-one membert. 
Since its organization fifly.three hatd 
been received by profession, and seventy, 
one by letter. The present number is 
ninety.seven. Twenty or more have been 
hopefully converted to God during the 
past year. 

'•Religious meetings were attended for 
four or five years in a large school-house.'^ 
In 1833, a meeting-house was built and 
dedicated to God, about sixty feet by forty, 
and so arranged that it will conveniently 
seat between 600 and 700 persons. Usual 
attendance, between 500 and GOO. Th9 
Sabbath school embraces 200 in wiBt«r, 
and 300 in summer. Bible class, forty. 
The Temperance society has 500 mem. 
hers. Population of the village, not far 
from 1,600. •• According to the proper, 
ty of the residents here, perhaps but few 
congregatiorrs are doing moTe in various 
ways for tho spread of the Gospel, at 
home and abroad. The people are liberal^ 
almost to a proverb.** Rev. Doms Clark, 
Pastot. 

SPRinOFIBLIX. 

•♦ The fourth church in this town wa» 
organized Jan. 8, 1833. It consisted ori. 
ginally of 19 members; a small colony 
from the first church in this town, under 
the care of Rev. Dr. Osgood. The ob- 
ject of this organization was, the spiritual 
benefit of a large and increasing popula. 
tion in the vicinity of the United States 
armory. That a Congregaticmal ehurch 
and society was needed here, was seen 
and felt by all Christians acquainted witb 
the state of this community; but it re* 
quired no little sacrifice, effort and £uth, 
to make a beginning. 

•* The timely appropriation called for, 
and made by the Massachusetts Mission- 
ary Society, enabled these few brethrsn 
to support thu Gospel, and encovrafsd 
them much. Since then, so far from re. 
ceiving foreign aid, they have contribotsd 
several times the amount reeeived, to be. 
ncvolcnt objects abroad. 

•* By tho friendly assistanct of the pa. 
rent society, we have been enabled ta 
erect a commodious and beautiful, though 
plain house of worship, 65 feet by 50, ftt 
an expense of about $5,000. It was de. 
dicated in October, 1834. We hsd m 
good congregation immediately; and 
what is better than all, the walls of oar 
house wore hardly up, before God in mor- 
cy poured upon us a rich spiritual bless- 
ing. The winter and spring of 1834-^, 
we shall never forget, in time or eternity.. 
Of the fruits of that revival, 44 have vni. 
ted with this church ; oihevs who tken 
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indalgcid hope haye since united with other 
charcheB, beingr only transient residents 
here. 

** Ninety have been added to the church 
eince its or^nization ; 48 by profession, 
the remainder by letter. Present num. 
ber, 104. 

** The Sabbath school, which originally 
contained 40 pnpils, now numbers on its 
catalogue 175. 

** The Sabbath evening biblical exercise 
is attended by from 100 to 150. All the 
members of the church are pledged not 
to drink nor traffic in ardent spirits. 

" The sum raised the past year for 
the cause of benevolence, was $345. 
Not the least pleasing circumstance in 
our history is, no root of bitterness or of 
jealousy has ever sprung up to trouble us, 
between this and the parent society. 
We have often had occasion to say, * how 
good and how pleasant it is for brethren 
to dwell together in unity.' *' Rev. A. €. 
Baldwin, Potior, 

WALL RIVER. 

•*Thii church was formed Jan. 9, 1816, 
And then consisted of 5 members. Two 
hundred and soventy-threo have since 
been added; present number, S31. Se- 
veral precious revivals have been enjoyed. 

** For one or two years, the only place 
of worship that could be procured was a 
store-room, about 38 feet by 20. After. 
wards, a school.house was occupied se- 
veral years for this purpose. A meeting- 
house was then erected about 50 foot 
square; which after four or five years 
was enlarged by the addition of 25 feet 
in length. Three or four years since, 
this too». having become too strait, was 
abandoned and sold, and a new house 
was built of stone, 85 feet by 65, at an 
•xpense of S15>000. 

•• The present number of worshippers 
varies from 609 to 800. 

"The Sabbath school numbers more 
than 400, exclusive of several neighbour, 
hood schools, conducted by the brethren 
«f the church out of the village, during 
the summer, embracing 250 more. 

*' A Bible lecture once a fortnight, is 
Attended by one or two hundred persons. 
'* All the members of the church ab. 
•tain from the use of ardent spirits ; and I 



most of them from the use of all intoxi. 
Gating drinks. The old temperance so. 
ciety has 2,500 members; to the new 
pledge, are 500 subscribers. 

»» Within the last four years, $2,300 
have been contributed to benevolent oh. 
jects. The population of the village is 
about 6,000 ; and it contains seven con. 
gregations, of as many different denom- 
inations.*' Rev. Orin Fowler, Pattor, 

Ofthese fourteen churches the secretary ef 
the Mass. Miflsionary Society reaaarks as fol- 
lows:— 

It is not necessary to ascertain now the pre- 
cise amount of aid afforded to those fourteen 
churches- but, allowing it to have been $100 
a year each, for five years, the whole st m was 
seven thousand dollars; and nearly one half of 
that sum is now paid annually into the Lord's 
treasury, by ten only of these churches— and 
in five years, the same ten churches, paying in 
the same ratio, would return to the treasury 
more than sixteen thousand and five hundred 
dollars. And there is no doubt that the annual 
amount of contribution firom the whole num- 
ber of revived churches, far exceeds the amount 
of annual appropriation to them in former 
years. They are the firmest supporters of the 
great cause of benevolence. And what stew- 
ard of God can make a more profitable ina- 
provement of the goods committed to his 
charge ? Where can he better invest a larffe 
portion of that which God has loaned him for 
the enlargement o{ Zion, than in the support 
of Home Missions ? 

The pecuniary results, however, flattering 
as they are, are still of altogether inferior con- 
sideratiop, if compared with the hundreds of 
conversions to Christ, and the thousands that 
have been brought under the immediate influ- 
ence of evangelical truth, through the sanctua- 
ries, the Sabbath schools, the Bible classes, 
the maternal and kindred associations for mo- 
ral improvement, maintained by these church- 
es. When able to compute the worth of one 
soul, we may commence our calculations ii( 
the amount of good accomplished by the revi- 
val of thirty-five decayed or extinct churches. 
But even then, eternity only will give us room 
to carry out the calculation to its full extent ; 
especially, when the influence of those church- 
es on surroundiog communities, on the religious 
character of the commonwealth, and on the 
destinies of the millions of the earth, is added 
to the account. We cannot refrain from affirm- 
ing, therefore, with entire confidence, that no 
branch of benevolent enterprise whatever, can 
demand, on principles of revelation, reason, and 
fact, a more liberal, proDipt, and efficient pa- 
tronage, than the cause oTHome Missions. 
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JU-appointments. 

Rer. Edmund Insalls, Golden, Erie co., N. Y. 
Kev. Richard DuDiiiiig, Miilville, Orleans co., 

N, Y. 
Rev. David f. Mors^j, Richford, N. Y. 
Rev. H. B. Pierpont, Went Avon, N. Y. 
Rev. A. G. Orton, Lisle, Brooiuo co., N. Y. 
Rev. A. K. Barr, Marcellus, N. Y., 3d Ch. 
Rev. H.Kittredge, Bedford, Ind. 
Rev. Henry Root, Sylvan, Mich. 
Rev. George C. Wood, Salem Grove, Mo. 
Rev. Thomas Cratty, Marion, O. 
Rev. Jesse Wimpey, ihiloh and Savannah Branch 

Chs., Tenob 



Missionaries not in Commssion last pear. 

Rev. Lyman P- Judtfna, Stafford, N. Y. 

Rev. ,1. B. Poiter, Yatos, Orleans co., N. Y. 

Kev. Joel Byington, Lewiston, N. Y. 

Rev. Moses Jeweir, Caroiincj Tioga co., N. Y. 

Rev. Egbert Roosa, Columbia and duoley's Creek, 

Rev. David Spear, (one quarter of the time,) Car- 
thage, Jefferson co., N. Y. 

Rev. Peter Crocker, Richmond, Ind. 

Rev. Henry Miller, Ger. Ref. Ch., Loudon, Franklin 
CO., Pa. 

Rev. John Mose, Morichof, L. L 



The Treatwrer of the American Home Missionary Society acknowledges the 
receipt of the following sums, from June 15/A, to July 16th, 1836. 



MASSACHUSETTS— 
Amherst, Hopkins Academy, mon. con. , 

coll. 
Hadley, Dorothy Williams, 
Haverhill, Rev. J. Whittlesey's Soc, to 
const. Rev. A. Cross, and Rev. Jumea 
R. Cnshin^ Life members, 
Orleans, a friend, 

Williamstown, Fern. Char. Soc., per. Mrs. 
P. Smith, Treas. 
CONNECTICUT— 
Fairfield Co. H. M. S., per G. St. John, 

Treas. viz : — 
Greenwich, 2d Coog'l Ch., per Rev. J. 

Mann, 
North Greenwich, to const. Rev. Chaun- 
c«y Wilcox, and Mrs. Saruh A. Wilcox 
Life Members, 
Norwalk, 1st and 2d Cong'l Chs., to const. 
Rev. John Noyes, Hon.l'haddtius Belts, 
Algernon E. Beard, George St. John, 
wood, and 
ibers. 
Smith, 

q., 

Lisoc., 150 ; 

er Miss L. 



[irter, 

jv. F. Har- 

. Knewles, 
Dr. Porter, 
; Mrs. A. 
<do. 



jrew lora uuy.vtz >— 
Mlen-st. Ch., Mias E. Rich, 



BUeeker-sU Ch., Mrs. M. Baldwin, 30; S. 
P. Staples, 10; W. W. Campbell, 5; 
E. D. Robinson, 1 ; S. F. C.,3, 

Bawery Ch., E. C. Benedict, 5 ; I. Bar- 
alow, 10 ; Mrs. Crowell, 1 , 

Central Presb. Ch., per R. M.BIatchford, 
20,57; S. M'Cullough, 0,50; J. Miller, 
1 ; H. G. Caimer,2: Mrs. J. K. Hamil- 
ton, 3 ; E. M. Hamilton, 1 ; Mrs. Kim- 
ball, 1 ; Dr. and Mrs. Bdwards, I ; B. 



8 00 
10 00 



74 31 

5 00 



15 00 



75 79 
82 12 



19G44 

ao 76 

9 00 

100 00 

1 00 

160 09 

15 00 

2 50 

20 00 
50 00 
24 00 
35 00 
1 00 



49 00 



Miller, 1 ; Mrs. Safiem, 4 ; G. Bacon. 5, 40 07 
Laight-st. Ch., John Rankin, 20 ; J. Wil- 
bur, 2 ;£. Winans, 1, 23 00 
Mereer-st. Ch., mon. con. coll, per L. Hol- 

brook, 60 31 

Murray-st. Ch., S.G. Wheeler, (of which 
50 for France,) 100; E. Benedict, 20; 
J. Harrison, 2 : Silas Brown, 20 ; P. R. 
Starr, 25; E. H. Btatchford,5: G. Ire- 
land, 5 ; Mrs. Howell, 1 : M. M. Law- 
rence; 10 ; E. Starr, 5 ; W. E. Lewis, 2, 195 00 
James Arthur Tappan Fanshaiw, 5 00 

NEW-JERSEY— 
Franklord, First Presb. Ch., per Rev.E. 
F. Dayton, 12 00 

PENNSYLVANIA— 
Leaycock, Presb. Ch.. James Johnson, to 
I onst. Rtiv. Richard Graham a L. M. 30 00 
VIRGINIA— 

Wythe and Montgomery, Fem. Tr. Soc. 5 00 
SOUTH CAROLINA— 

Salem, Rev. John Cousar, 7 00 

TENNESSEE— 
Athens, Fem. Benev. Soc., p^r Rev. W. 

Harrison, S 00 

OHIO— 
Marion Ch., 19 ; Rev. T. Cratty, 11 ; in 

full, tu const, him a L. M. 30 00 

Warren Presb. Ch., to const. Rev. Addi- 
son Kingsbury a L. M. 50 00 
ILLINOIS— 

HUlsliorough, John Tillson, Esq. 300 00 

Friend. 5 ; do in the country, 2, 7 00 

Home Missionary, 25 00 

$1773 30 
KNOWLES TAYLOR, Treasurer. 

Receipts of the Western Jlgeney, at Geneva, JV*. F., 
from June 11 to July U, 1836 

Aurora, 16 00 

Fayette, 50 

Geneva, Mr. Rose, 5 00 

Genoa, Ist Presb. Ch., 72 88 

Havanna, per Rev. E. Buck, 35 00 

Naples, 15 00 
Westfield, coll^ 15 ; Juvenile Mite Soc., 

4 ; per Rev. T. Stillman, 19 00 

Rochester, N. B. Merrick, 50 00 

«213 38 
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AMERICAIV PASTOR^S JOlTRJCALi, 

OR, 

8KKT0HES OF EEAL CHARACTERS, CONVBRBATIONS, AND STEIKINO FACTS, FURNISHEb 

CHIEFLY BY CLERGYMEN. 



" FANCY WORK. ' 

A rRiBWD recently related to me the 
followinj^ incident :— Two chimney 
sweeps in Boston met after the labours 
and dust (^ the day, and feeling the 
attractions of the social principle, and 
desirous to indulge in intellectual con- 
verse, they stopped in the shade, and 
thus communed together. "Tom," 
said one of them to the other, " does 
you know where Harry keep himself 
now?" •'No," answered Tom, *»he 
somewhere about." " Well, Tom, 
what sort of workman is he?" «« O he 
no workman at all. He do very well 
lor plain work, sweep strait chimbly 
pretty well, but he never polish out 
the crooks and corners, *^ he can't db 
Jcmcy work." 

At the first hearing of this anecdote, 
I was not a little amused at the ludi- 
crous illustration it afforded of the 
pride of superior abilities. A graver 
mood, however, soon came over me, 
as I reflected on the odiousness of this 
feeling in the sight of God, and the 
identity of it, whether in the humble 
sweep, or in the accomplished and 
erudite dirine. In every sphere of 
life there is, or is thought to be, be- 
sides the essential duties pertaining to 
it, certain more refined and difficult 
services, implying higher qualities in 
him who performs them,— in other 
words, there is a kind of fancy work^ 
in all the departments of human 
action. Now, the tendency is to exalt 
this, which is the less important 
species of usefulness, above the 
plain common work of well doing. It 
is as if the flowers and ornamental 
shrubbery of a garden should be re- 
garded as of more value, than the fields 
of gruft and vegetables that constitute 
the support of thousands. 

Let UB adduce some examples of 



the operations of this feeling. Here is 
a circle of ministers ; they are conver- 
sing about an absent clergyman. One 
of them, conscious of his own distinc- 
tien for learning, eloquence, and popu^ 
larity, expresses his opinion of his bro- 
ther thus :^»« True, he is a good man, 
prayerful, and very industrious, and he 
preaches ffood sermons, for a common 
audience, out he cannot captivate the 
imagination and command the intellect 
of the higher classes." That is, his 
brother is undervalued by him, be- 
cause, forsooth, *^he can't do fancy 
toqrk,^' ' 

In a certain parish, not long since, 
the people met to choose a pastor. Two 
candidates were before their minds, 
but neither seemed exactly to suit the 
taste of sundry leading characters. 
Their congregation, they declared, 
was one of peculiar importance and 
difficulty, and required the labours of 
a very peculiar man. Heaven forbid 
they should say anything against the 
candidates; they had tK)th preached 
well, both had the reputation of being 
discreet yet zealous men, and the Lord 
had blessed their ministry ; but one of 
them was a lame man, and preached 
from notes, and the other was not a 
popular speaker, and, therefore, might 
not please the fiistidious multitude. In 
short, they concluded they must get 
somebody else who could «♦ do fancy 
work,** 

In another parish, there is a certain 
elder who always pushes himself for- 
ward, takes the lead of all the meetings 
of the brethren, does all the talking, 
and most of the praying, to the exclu- 
sion of a dozen plainer, and, perhaps, 
more pious men, because be thinks 
their gifts are not such as would ren- 
, der them as acceptable to the people 
as himself. Meanwhile, perhaps, if the 
eate imght be determined by a vote of 
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all the hearts in the parish, a different 
result would be arrived at. But no 
matter, the talents and piety of these 
honest and unpretending brethren 
must all be kept under a bushel, or 
buried in a napkin, because they <« canH 
do fancy work " 

£yery one has seen frequent illustra- 
tions of this disposition to under ralue the 
solid and useful, and to prefer the fasci- 
nating and elegant. In the selection of 
our rulers and legislators, in the esteem 
awarded to the ministers of the sanctu- 
ary, and in the selection of friends and 
even of companions for life, the same 
superficial maxims govern. The great 
God who looks not on the outward ap- 
pearance, but searches the heart, has 
a different standard ; and he cannot but 
be offended with the man, who, con- 
scious of more attractive talents than 
jire given to his brother, swells with 
vain self-love, or lightly esteems his 
less brilliant, but not less useful quali- 
ties* 

RKMARKABLE II7STANCB OF CHRISTIAN 

DECISION. 

[Furnished by a Missionary.] 

Some years ago, when labouring as 
a missionary in one of the rapidly grow- 
ing villages of the far West, my atten- 
tion was arrested, for several success- 
ive Sabbaths, by a lady of intelligent 
countenance and genteel appearance, 
who with two lovely little boys, had 
become constant attendants on my mi- 
nistry. On inquiry, I learned that she 
was the wife of a boasting infidel, who 
had recently arrived from one of the 
eastern states, and become a resident 
of R. I heard much said of this man's 
infidelity, and that he boasted of being 
able to refute any of the ** hirelings of 
the cloth." He was a disciple of Paine, 
and could with much flippancy repeat 
all his vulgar and threadbare argu- 
ments. He had brought with him 
many infidel tracts, and was employed 
in circulating these with a zeal worthy 
of a better cause. At the house of God 
I never saw him but once, and then he 
was evidently in a state of intoxica- 
tion. In the meantime, his amiable 
wife was never absent from the sanc- 
tuary, and from time to time appeared 
u> manifest increasing interest in the t 



things spoken. Oflen under the melt- 
ing appeals of the Gospel did I behold 
the big tears coursing down her cheeks, 
while her bosom heaved with deep 
emotion. I was not long in finding her 
dwelUng and introducing myself as one 
anxious to minister to her spiritual 
good. I learned that in earlier years 
she had been blessed with the labours 
of an evangelical and devoted minister, 
and at different times been the subject 
of pungent conviction. After her mar- 
riage she removed to a distant town in 
an adjoining state, and to please her 
husband, attended upon a ministry less 
calculated to expose the exceeding de- 
ception and desperate wickedness of 
the human heart. Her convictions of 
sin wore away, and for several years 
the interests of her soul gave her but 
little concern. On her removal to the 
West, the same views of truth which 
had so deeply impressed her mind in 
former days were again presented, and 
with similar effect. These means of 
grace, connected with domestic trials, 
determined her to seek her happiness 
in the consolations of religion. She 
conversed with much freedom, and 
was evidently an earnest inquirer af\er 
the way of salvation. The fulness of 
the atonement, and the freenesa of 
Christ's invitations to the weary and 
heavy laden were exhibited, and cast- 
ing her burden upon him, she soon 
found rest to her soul. My visits, at 
her request, were frequent, and 1 al- 
ways found her thirsting for spiritual 
instructions. Our communion season 
was held once a quarter, and the time 
drew near. I called one day, and 
after the usual conversation about di- 
vine things, inquired whether she was 
ready to come out from the world, and 
assume a place in the church. Her 
colour changed, her frame shook with 
emotion, and after a long pause, she 
replied, **it is my hearlTs most earnest 
desire, but my husband is so much op- 
posed, I know not what to do; — O 

Mr. , what is my duty in such a 

case f" ' I knew the violent disposi- 
tion of her husband, and pitied her frem 
my inmost soul, for I saw before her a 
fiery trial ; but I remembered that the 
religion ef Christ was uncompromising, 
and that there waa a woe pronounced 
against him who should handle the 
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word of the Lord deceitfully. I told 
her, therefore, that the command was 
plain,— come out frcpa among them, 
and be ye separate ; and that the pro- 
bable consequences of obedience were 
made equally plain. I then read to her 
the 10th chapter of Matthew, from the 
28th to the 39 th verses, and told her, 
that in view of these solemn declara- 
tions I must leave her to decide whe- 
ther it were best to obey God or man. 
Having said this, I commended her to 
Him who has directed us in our lack 
of wisdom to ask of God who giveth 
liberally and upbraideth not, and took 
my departure. 

The next day she presented herself 
before the session, and having sustain- 
ed the requisite examination, was re- 
ceived. In the morning her husband 
came to my house in great agitation. 
His brows were knit, his frame trem- 
bled with rage, and the fury of a de- 
mon seemed to flash from his eyes. I 
readily guessed the object of his visit, 
and from the rudeness of his first ad- 
dress to me, was led to expect that he 
meditated the infliction of personal 
violence. I allowed the gust of his 
wrath to blow over, and then attempt- 
ed to reply with calmness, but was in- 
stantly deafened by another squall of 
abusive words. I attempted repeated- 
ly to speak a word in defence of wh'at 
had wrought up his wrath to such a 
tempest, but was as oflen put to silence 
by the voice of the storm. I prevailed 
on him at length to go home and con. 
verse with Mrs. H.; and promised to 
see them both together at his own 
house the next morning, (the commu-^ 
nion Sabbath,) when 1 hoped he would 
be more calm, I called, accordingly, 
and found him more composed, but not 
less obstinate, and poor Mrs. H. the 
very picture of anguish personified. 
With many tears she entreated his 
permission to do what she regarded as 
a solemn duty. I also pleaded in her 
behalf with many arguments addressed 
to his better feelings, but to no purposev 
He had resolved that she should not 
unite with the church, and was inexo- 
rable. 1 tried to pierce his conscience 
with arrows from the quiver of truth, 
but it had been seared as with a hot 
iron, and was so callous that they re- 
bounded without efiect. Despairing 



of any good effects from argument, I 
proposed pray er, to which he reluctant* 
ly consented. Ailer this I made on« 
more appeal to his manly feelings, but 
in vain. His reply wa« *• 1 tell yon 
once for all, I wUl nev4r give my coi% 
sent, and if she joins the church con- 
trary to my will, she knows what to 
expect, — I told her last night." ' So 
saying, he cast a glance at Mrs. H. too 
severe for her mild eyes to encounter, 
and with downcast look she meekly 
but with firmnesstreplied, ^ Mr. H., I 
dare not disobey God." *• Then do as 
you please," was^hi»;unfeeling answer, 
*- but remember,** I urged him to at- 
tend church that day, but he positively 
'refused. Then turning to Mrs. H., I 
said, I Jeare you to decide what is your 
duty in this matter, and may God di- 
rect you. Then with feelings unutter- 
ably painful I hastened away. During 
the sermon I was struck with the pecu- 
liarly placid expression of Mrs. H's 
countenance. I knew the struggle was 
over. When the sermon closed, and 
the candidates for baptism were called 
for, she was the first to step forward — 
and she subsequently declared that du- 
ring that day she felt an inexpressible 
peace, which she was conscious the 
world could neither give nor take 
away, '< a heavenly calm in the breast, 
a sacred pledge;of glorious rest.*' I 
knew not till afterwards, the intense- 
ness of the struggle through which she 
had passed. Her husband had threat- 
ened a separation of himself and chil- 
dren from her, as the penalty of her 
uniting with the church. A martyr's 
faith and zeal were surely necessary to 
sustain her in view of a prospect so 
appalling. But she realized the fiilfil- 
ment of that promise. " As thy day is 
so shall thy strength be." This threat 
was not executed, but^ the spirit of op- 
position never slept. The eyes of the 
Lord, however, were upon this perse- 
cuted disciple and her little ones for 
good. Many were the prayers that 
ascended in behalf of this infidel hus- 
[band, but he seemed to have passed 
tji^ boundaries of mercy, and he who 
said *« there is a sin unto death, I do 
i»ot say that ye shall pray for it," heard 
iXQft those prayers. He waxed worse 
armi worse, deceiving and being deceiv- 
ed jbr about a year, when God ** requi- 



Digitized by 



Google 



80 



THE PASTOR'S JOURNAL. 



red kis 60ul." Beyond the precincts of 
time we presume not to follow him. 

Does not this case call to remem- 
brance the words of our Lord. *• Wo 
unto him who shall offend one of these 
^ttle ones. It were better for him that 
a mill-stone were hanged about his 
neckj and that he were drowned in the 
depths of the seal" 



fKDIikN WEMOKJAL, 

A friend has directed our attention 
to the following interesting notice of 
an Indian convert under the labours of 
the United Brethren in the last cen- 
tury. The sweet and fervent piety 
which they exhibit) may at the same 
time serve as an example to our read- 
ersy and strengthen their confidence in 
the efficacy of the Gospel of Christ to 
change the hearts, even of savages. 

*< TscHoop, of the Mahikander tribe, 
Was one of the first fruits of the minis- 
try of the Brethren amongthe Indians. 
When introduced along with his friend 
and countrymen, Shabash, to Brother 
Christian Henry Ranch, he readily 
answered in the affirmative the ques- 
tion put to him by the latter, whether 
be wished for a teacher to instruct him 
in the way of sahation ? At the same 
time he assured the missionary, that 
he frequently felt desirous to know 
better things than he did, but could 
not tell how or where to find them ; 
therefore, if any one would come and 
instruct him and his acquaintance, he 
sliould be thankful : that they were all 
poor and wicked, but he thought it 
might answer a good purpose, if a teach- 
er would come and dwell with them. 
Brother Rauch accordingly repaired to 
the Indian town of Shekomeko, where 
Tschoop and Shabash resided, and be- 
gan to preach the Gospel to them with 
simplicity and fervor of spirit ; but his 
testimony was generally received 
with scorn and contempt. Tschoop, 
the greatest drunkard among them, 
was Uie first whose heart was awaken- 
ed, through the grace of Jesus Christ. 
He asked the missionary what effects 
the blood of the Son of God, slain on 
the cross, could produce on the heart 
of ma9 ? Had the missionary received 
a moat valuable preaent, it would not 



have afforded him a pleasure at all io 
be compared with that which lie felt, 
on hearing this question put by a hea« 
then. The divine blessing accompan** 
ied his testimony of the love of Jesus, 
and both Tschoop and Shabash becamCf 
not long after, genuine converts to the 
Christian faith. In 1741, the former 
dictated to Brother Rauch the follow- 
ing letter to the Brethren in Pennsyl- 
vania, descriptive of his past experi- 
ence :*-• I have been a poor wild hea- 
then, and for forty years, as ignorant 
as a dog. 1 was the greatest drunkard, 
and the most willing slave of the devil ; 
and as 1 knew nothing of our Saviour, 
I served vain idols, which I now wish 
to see destroyed with fire. Of this I 
have repented with many tears. When 
I heard that Jesus was also the Saviour 
of the heathen, and that I ou^ht to give 
him my heart, I felt a drawmg within 
me toward him ; but my nearest rela- 
tions, my wife and children, were 
my enemies, and my greatest ene* 
my was my wife's mother. She told 
me, that I was worse than a dog, if 1 
no more believed in her idol ; but my eyes 
being opened, I understood that what 
she said was altogether folly, for I knew 
she had received her idol from hef 
grandmother. It is made of leather, 
and decorated with wampum ; and she 
being the oldest person in the house, 
made us worship it, which we had done, 
till our teacher came, and told us of the 
Lamb of God, who shed his blood, and 
died for us ignorant people. I was as- 
tonished at this doctrine, and as often 
as I heard it preacbed, my heart grew 
warm. 1 even dreamed often that our 
teacher stood before me, and preached 
to me. Now I feel and believe, that 
our Saviour alone can help me by the 
power of his blood, and no other. I 
believe that he is my God and my Sa- 
viour, who died on the cross for me, a 
sinner. 

* This man, who formerly looked more 
like a wild bear than a human creature, 
was now transformed into a lamb, and 
whoever beheld him, was amazed at so 
evident a proof of the efficacy of the 
word and sacrament of the Lord."— • 

Un. Bretlu Miss, Int. 
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Go, Preach the Gospel Mark xvi. 15. 

How Bhall they preach except they be sent?.. ,Rom. x. 15. 



Tol, IX. 



SKPTEinBBR !• 1836. 



No. 5. 



THE SPIRIT OF HOME MISSIONS. 

T^E following resolutions of the "Western Agency" are already before the 
public, in the New-York Observer, New-York Evangelist, and other religious 
newspapers. We think it proper to repeat them in the •• Home Missionary," 
that our readers every where may imbibe the spirit which they breathe and 
inculcate. The past efficiency of the above named agency bad prepared us to 
expect great things from Western New-York, but the resolutions below surpass 
our anticipations. We receive them as a most encouraging assurance, that the 
measures already adopted by this society to extend its aid to other nominally 
Christian countries, as well as to all the destitute at home, will be approved and 
sustained by the friends of the cause generally. The spirit and the enlarged 
views of duty which have dictated these resolutions, can hardly be expected to 
exhaust themselves on the field where they have originated. This noble exam- 
ple, we trust, will be followed by other auxiliaries and agencies. We commend 
it to all who have the means of taking part in this sublime and interesting work, 
with the fullest confidence that what our enterprising agency has promised, it 
id able ako, with the blessing of God, to fulfil. 



NOBLE RBS0LI7TI0NS, 

Passed hy the Western Agency of the 
A. H. M. S. for the State of New. 
York, Geneva, July 7, 1836. 

twenty thousand dollar kpfort. 

Whereas, the American Home Mission, 
ary Society, at its late anniversary, 
resolved to extend aid to evangelical 
Christians of other countries, needing aid 
in the support of Domestic Missions ; — 
And, whereas, foreign Protestant church- 
es, in both hemispheres, have applied to 
this Society for help, to "strengthen 
and water the germs of evangelical reli- 
gion, which are beginning to shoot up in 
several places, amid the surrounding cor. 
ruptions of Christianity ;*' And, whereas, 
it is the avowed determination of the so- 
ciety ** to make oar country iXm first care, 
and to carry forward the Home Mission- 
ary work in America, on the largest 
practicable seals, expending in foreign 

Vol. IX 11 



lands only what is specifically contributed 
for that purpose, or that portion of the 
society's resources which cannot be im- 
mediately and judiciously expended in the 
UnUed States :--tberefore RESOLVED, 

1. That an effort be made by the 
friends of Home Missions in Western 
New.York, to collect $20,000 the present 
year, to aid the Parent Society in accom- 
plishing its enlarged and extended plans 
for the moral improvement and political 
stability of the United States; and for 
the strengthening of feeble evangelical 
churches throughout the Christian nations 
of the world. 

2. That it be proposed to tiin ciiurches 
in Western New-York, that are and have 
been aided by the A. H. M. S., to raise 
this year 95,000, the sum requisite to sus. 
tain the feeble ohnrches now receiving 
aid within the bounds of this agency. 

3. That as it is the great object of the 
A. H. M. S. to aid feeble churches that 
are unable to sustaia the Gospel, «nd to 
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tend the Gospel to destitute places where 
no church organization exists ; and as it 
is desirable tliat every church in Western 
New-York should be supplied with a 
pastor the whole or a definite part of the 
time, the Board would respectfully solicit 
« presbyteries to organize a church in every 
place where one is needed, and to aid 
tiiein in furnishing suitable ministers to 
take charge of all the destitute churches. 

4. That as it is an important object of 
the society to secure to the churches per. 
manent teachers, and as there are serious 
evils arising from the frequent chan- 
ges of ministers, and as it is expected of 
our missionaries to perform the full duty 
of pastors, the board would recommend 
to the churches receiving aid, to direct 
their efforts as fust as practicable to es- 
tablish among them a settled ministry. 

5. That these resolutions be signed by 
the Chairman and Secretary of the 
Board, and that the churches and con- 
gregations in Western New-York be in- 
vited to lend their aid to their complete 
accomplishment. 

Henry Dwight, Chairman. 
John A. Murray, Secretary, 

Since passing the above resolutions, the 
agency have issued a circular containing the 
following statements, which we commend to 
our readers as reasons in point for other simi- 
lar efforts in every other portion of the country ^ 
where the ability exists of aiding in the noble 
work. Let the friends of missions ponder them 
well in the fear of God. 

REASONS FOR THE EFFORT. 

1 . Not more than one half of the popu. 
. laiion of the U. S, is supplied with, a Gos- 
pel ministry. There are now in the U. S. 
15 millions of inhabitants, and not more 
than 8000 well qualified ministers of all 
denominations. Allowing one thousand 
persons to be supplied by each minister, 
eight millions may then be considered as 
supplied, while SEVEN MILLIONS of 
our population are lefl destitute. South 
of New-York and New-Jersey is a popu- 
lation of ten miilions, to supply which, 
there are less than 5000 well qualified 
ministers of all denominations — which is 
evidence that nearly six millions of that 
population is destitute of Gospel ordinau- 
ces. In the Western states there is 
only one Presbyterian minister to 6000 
souls ; in the South-western states there 
is only one Presbyterian minister to 
1Q,U(U) souls ; and in the Southern states 



there is only one Presbyterian minister to 
12,000 souls. "The operations of the 
A. H. M. S.,»» says Dr. Peters, "need at 
once to be more than doubled to meet the 
demands of the cause."* 

2. These destitutions will not be sup- 
plied without enlarged efforts of the friends 
of Home Missions, Ten years ago our 
destitute population did not exceed five 
millions — now it numbers at least seven 
millions ! More must therefore be done 
than has been in past years, or our nation 
can never become truly Christian. 

3. Efforts commensurate with the 
wants of our land, will make this nation a 
blessing to the world. In one himdred 
years, judging from our past increase, 
there will be a population in the U. S. of 
more than two hundred millions. Our 
wholo territory, from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, will be inhabited, and the influ- 
ence of this population will correspond 
with its character. If the mass of this 
population is infidel, or the advocates of 
some false religion, its conversion to 
pure Christianity will be a work ofincredi. 
ble magnitude, and the influence of our 
nation throughout the world will be cor- 
ruptiijg and desolating. If, however, we 
become a truly Christian nation, as our 
civil and religious rights will then be 
preserved, nothing can stop our repub- 
lic's march to unparalleled influence and 
greatness. Our nation will then be a 
blessing to tho world, — a pole star to the 
benighted and trodden down nations of 
the earth, to lead them to freedom and 
Christianity. If the missionary enter, 
prise is now pushed forward as it ought 
to be, and God adds his blessing, as he 
has in time past, no human power can 
roll b^ck the tide of holy influence which 
will flow from this nation over a barren 
world, to fertilize it and fill it with trees 
of righteousness. 

4. God has raised vp the A, H.M, S, 
for the wants of our land. Its operations 
are necessary for the moral advancement 
and political stability of our country. 
During its ten years' existence, it has 
aided 2000 different churches, many of 
which are now sustaining the Gospel 
themselves,^ and are extending toothers 



* These facts show also the importance of Educa- 
tion Societies, whose object is to raise up young 
men to preach the Gospel. Three tkou9midyu%xiig 
men are now studying for the roinistrjr, nearrp two 
thousand of whom are aided by Education Societiea 
of the Presbyterian and Congregational Church. 
Au unusuaUy large number are preparing for tb« mi- 
nistry, so that the A, l\. M. S. will have a larger Duno' 
ber of missionaries, and will need a prorortionably 
large increa&e of receipts. 
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that help which eneouragfed and strength- 
ened them in the day of their feebleness. 
In newly settled neighbourhoods, the little 
band of Christians residing near eaoh 
other cannot ordinarily sustain a preached 
Gospel. Deny them aid, and you turn 
them into a moral waste — help them* and 
you open streams of salvation where 
thirsty souls may drink and live for 
•ver. . A little help bestowed upon such 
a neighbourhood, may sot in motion a 
train of sacred influences which will 
spread and widen, and long bless the 
church of God. The A. H. M. S. has 
now 800 missionaries preaching in a thou- 
sand different churches. Most of them 
are in new states and settlements, and are 
doing much towards laying the founda. 
tions for an intelligent, moral and reli. 
gious community. This society accom. 
plishea great good at a small expense. — 
Last year, for example, $5050 were ex- 
pended in the 17 western counties of this 
state, in sustaining 74 missionaries. Du. 
ring the year twenty-five new fields were 
taken up; eleven new meeting-houses 
were erected, several were thoroughly re- 
paired, and others were commenced. 
Eighteen of the churches aided were bless- 
ed with revivals. More than one thou- 
sand were added to the churches, 727 on 
confession. These are some o{ the frst 
fiuiu that have been gathered in by this 
•mail expenditure. But none but God 
can estimate the good that will hereafter 
appear from opening so many fountains 
of salvation, and from the labours, prayers 
and benevolence of the hundreds report, 
ed as converted, and added to their re- 
spective churches. 

5. Now 18 THE TIME to moke a great ef- 
fort to advance the cauee of Home Missions. 
Our country is in its infancy. Its cha- 
racter is now forming, an4 can be made 
whatever the Christian or patriot may 
wish. Now is theseedtimeof our nation — 
the time to plant the institutions of know- 
ledge and religion — the time to gird it with 
truth, and to bring it forth in all the ma- 
jesty of Christianity. Franklin truly said, 
that ** ten men will do more in forming 
the character of the first settlement of a 
country, than a hundred men coming in 
at a later period.** A few missionaries, 
sent forth into our new settlements, will 
do more towards making them Christian, 
then many sent there a few years hence. 
Nothing can bo gained by delay, while j 
much may be lost. God is raising up the j 
men, and pouring wealth into the hands 
of his people. Let Christians consecrate 
themselves and their wealth to God, and 
they will receiTe a tfaousand-fold in this 



life, and in the life to come an unfading 
crown of glory. 

efficient methods of aiding the society. 
1. Last year one man gave S^ 000 to 
this object ; another gave $500 ; and an. 
othe|- $200. Who will thus come up to 
the help of the Lord ? 

2. Last year nearly 100 men were found, 
who resolved to sustain a missionar^each, 
by donations of $100. Who will thus 
consecrate himself to the Lord^ and preach 
the Oospel by proxy this year in some 
struggling congregation ? 

3. Last year, two friends, or four or ten 
persons, united, and sustained a mission, 
ary by donations of 50, 25, or 10 dollars, 
proportionate parts of the necefesary sum. 

4. Last year, in some congregations, the 
ladies rendered great aid by Female 
Auxiliaries. Lot Female Auxiliary So- 
cieties aim to collect $100 where it can be 
done. This will sustain the Gospel one 
year in a place where otherwise they 
would be destitute. In this way i< is per- 
mitted a woman to speak in the churches. 

5. Last year, one church sustained IG 
missionaries — another church sustained 
11 — another 7, and others 5, 4, and 3 
missionaries. Most of the churches that 
contributed largely were blessed with re- 
vivals. To one of Ihe above churches 
100 were added — to another 80 — to an- 
other 50 — to another 40, &c. Thus, 
while watering others, they themselves 
have been watered. 

6. Prayer for the blessing of God upon 
the oflcrings of his people, and upon the 
labours of the missionaries sustained by 
these offerings. The effectual, fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 

CONCLUSION. 

The Board now invite the co-operation 
i and help of every friend of the Redeemer 
and of man, in Western New. York, to 
aid them in the work they have underta- 
ken. Should the $20,000 be collected, 
it will enable the A. H. M. S. to preach 
the Gospel in 200 difl^erent churches. 
Next year, if God crowns this effort with - 
success, and our state is blessed with its 
usual prosperity, something greater still 
may be attempted. Who can tell but that 
j in a few years the 350 Presbyterian or 
Congregational churches in the 17 west, 
em counties of the state,* will sustain as 
many Home Missionaries as they have 
churches 7 The Board will aim at this, 
and pray for its full accomplishment ; and, 
if permitted to see it, they will ^ay with 
Simeon, Lord, our eyes have seen thy 
salffction. 



Digitized by 



Google 



84 



THE HOME MISSIONARY. 



[Se 



EeOLESUSTieAL STATISTICS. 

The following are Statistics of the Presbj^- 
terian and Congregational churches in the Uni- 
ted States, in 1835. They show at a glance the 
work to be done by the Education and Home 
Missionary Societies of different denomina- 
tions, before our whole land will be supplied 
with an intelligent and faithful (Rospel ministry. 
They were prepared with care from the most 
correct rJielps that could be obtained; and, 
although not perfectly accurate, they are, it is 
believed, so near an approximation to accu- 
racy, that perfect accuracy would not make the 
general results materially different. 



MIB. BT4TBS. 

New- York.... 
Ne w- Jersey.. . 
Peoniylvania. 
•Delaware.... 
•Maryland.... 



Total 

WKST. STATES. 

♦Ohio 

♦Kentucky..., 

♦Indiana 

♦Illinois 

♦Missouri... . 
♦Michigan.... 



56 770 
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8 

51 
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t2,196,000 

345,000 

1,514,000 

78,000 

467,000 
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B. W. STATBg. 

♦Tennensee... 
♦Louisiana... 

•Alabnma 

♦MiMiMippi... 
♦Atkanaas.... 
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73 


7a5 
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256 


83 
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92 


70 


64 
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91 


49 
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41 


31 


33 


101 


:« 


16 


16 


79 


32 


20 








442 



1,120,000 
748,000 
466,00(1 
254,000 
201,000 
74,000 



2,863,000 6,470 



4,370 
10,680 

9,.'=i00 

8.200 
12,.'}00 

3,700 



109 
2 

30 

23 

4 



817,500 
253,00fi 

416,000 
220,000 
48,900 



•Virirjnia. 
♦N. Carolina. 
•S. Carolina. 
♦Georgia..... 



65 



Total.... 

TTtRRlTORTES. 

♦Diet- of Col.. I 5( 41 
♦Florida 4 37 



Totnl.... 

RECAPIT. 

N. E States. 
Mid. States.... 
West. States.. 
8. W. States.. 
South. States. 
Dist. and Ter. 



168 



1,755,400 10.440 



7,500 
100.000 
13,800 

9,500 
12,200 



267 



1,264,000 
788,000 
616,000 
602,000 



15,750 
10,500 
8,920 
14,000 



3,270,0001 12,240 

45,0001 6,400 
70,000 70,00C 



Total. 



11£3 
442 

967 
8 



2,928 



115,0001 

2,126,600 
4,600,000 
2,863,000 
1,755,400 
3,270,000 
115,000 



14,730,000 5,031 



2,500 
3,850 
6,470 
10,440 
12,240 



We were uaable to obtain the exact ntimber 
of towna in all the states. The number of 
towns in the states marked with an asterisk, 'S 
taken from the list of post-offices published in 
1831. Some towns have more than one post- 
office, while others have none. In many coun- 
ties in the southern and western states, there 
was, in 1831, only one post-office to a whole 
county. So that the number of towns in these 
states probably exceeds the number of post- 
offices. But taking the number of post-offices 
in these states, for the number of towns, al- 
lowing but one Presbyterian or Congregational 
church to a town, it shows that Maine has 137 
towna without a Presbyterian or Congrega- 
tional church ; New-Hampshire, 75 • Vermont, 
53 : Pennsylvania, 176; Ohio, 337 ; Kentucky, 
263; North Carolina, 352; South Carolina, 
190 ; Georgia, 187 ; Virginia, 706. 

The state best supplied is Connecticut — it 
having one Presbyterian or Congregational 
minister to 1,400 of its population. Tne state 
the most destitute is Louisiana — it having but 
one Presbyterian minister to about 100,(K)0 of 
its inhabitants. The New-England States 
have one Presbyterian or Congregational mi- 
nister to every 2,500 of their population. The 
Middle States have one to every 3,850. The 
Western States one to 6,470. The S. Western 
States one to 10,440. The Southern Stales 
one to 12,240. 

The New-England States, New- York and 
New-Jersey, with a population of 4,667,600, 
have 1,647 Presbyterian or Congregational 
ministers. The other states, where is a popu- 
lation of 10,062,4(10, have only 1,281 such mi- 
nisters. In these states it is thought not more 
than 1,300,000 are supplied by Presbyterians 
and Congregationalists. So that 9,000,000 are 
left by them to be supplied by other denomina- 
tions. May not. other denominations blame 
Presbyterians and Congregationalists for not 
doing their proportion m these states ? Some 
of the states peculiarly destitute of Presbyte- 
rian and Congregational churches, are largely 
blessed with churches and ministers of other 
denominations; but the United Slates as a 
whole is but little more than half supplied 
with evangelical churches and ministers.— 
A nopulation of 15,000,0110, with but about 
8,000 well qualified ministers, must have, at a 
low calculation, 7,000,000 destitute, or but im- 
perfectly supplied. The operations of all 
evangelical denominations need to be doubled 
to meet the present religious wants of aw 
land. The harvest truly is great, but the la- 
bourers are few. Pray ye therefore the Loid 
of the harvest, and he will send forth labourers 
into the harvest. 

JOHN A. MURRAY, 
Cor.See. W. A, of the A. H, M. 8. 



GERMAN CHARACTERISTICS, 

The above is the running title which we 
have given to the excellent letters of our es- 
teemed friend, Dr. Rauch, of the German Re- 
formed Church. We retain the same title over 
our present remarks, because they are intend- 
ed to explain some expressions, which we have 



1 1 tee, from the let* census, that I have overrated the population of New-York state a few thousands. 
It IS owing to the grent and unusual emigration west from this state, — for which I did not make sufficient al- 
lowance.' Other states are probably underrated. Our whole population in 1835, mwrt-liaTo been. I thiak 
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before used, coBcemins^ tlie last of the letten 
referred to ; (No 7, published in the ** Home 
Missionary''' for July.) 

In making our apology for the delay of the 
publication of that letter one month after its 
reception, we said, among other thingis, that 
we entertained some doubts, as to the wisdom 
of the plan proposed by the writer, for the gup- 
ply of our German population with the ad- 
ministration of the Gospel, and expressed it as 
our own opinion, that the Gospel should be 
preached to the Germans, if possible, by men 
who can at the same time instruct their chil- 
dren in the language of the land, and incorpo- 
rate them with the great body of the American 
people. We also ventured to presume that, 
on further reflection, Dr. Ranch would agree 
with us in this opinion, &c. 

We are now happy to state, that on a fur- 
ther examination of the plan proposed by Dr. 
R., our impression iS, that he does agree with 
us substantially in the opinion which we in- 
tended to express in our remarks in the J uly 
No. We think it proper therefore to remind 
such of our readers as feel an interest in this 
subject, that there is not so much discrepancy 
of views between Dr. Rauch, Dr, Schmucker, 
and ourselves, as some may have inferred from 
the hasty remarks above referred to. We all 
agree in the importance of doing all that can 
be done to raise up ministers for the German 
churches from the youth of our own country, 
and admit, that our principal dependence, for 
this purpose, must bo upon American Germans, 
educated at the Lutheran and German Reform- 
ed Seminaries, It is only to supply the defi- 
ciency of the means which can be derived from 
these Seminaries, and to secure ministers more 
acceptable to the recent emigrants from Ger- 
many, and better adapted to be immediately 
used among them, that Dr. R. proposes a cor- 
respondence with the missionary institutions 
in Berlin, for the purpose of procuring some 
pious and devoted missionaries to come and 
preach the Gospel to their countrymen among 
«8. Of the importance of this measure, " if 
carried out with discretion," and with proper 
limitations, we have never doubted, and we are 
still of the opinion, that " to some extent" it 
may be efficiently and usefully pursued. The 
substance of this plan, indeed, had been sug- 
gested to us before we were favoured with Dr. 
R.'s communications, and it was at our re- 
qnest that he has expressed his views con- 
cerning it in his lett(Ts. It has been intimated, 
however, that we have "wronged" our worthy 



firiend, and placed him in a disadvantageoav 
light before the public, by conreying the ira- 
pression, in our remarks, that he^ and not ve 
had desired the communication of this plan 
through our paper. We will assure Dr. R« 
that we had no such intention, and that we fee 
deeply indebted to him for his enlightened 
views on this important and interesting subject , 
and though we may not entirely accord in 
opinion as to the extent to which the plan 
should be pursued, we have no doubt of its 
usefulness, *' to some extent," in our endeavours 
to benefit the European Germans in many set- 
tlements at the West. We therefore again 
most earnestly commend the suggestions of 
Dr. Rauch, in the letter named above, to the 
prayerful consideration of our friends who care 
for the spiritual interests of 1,500,000 of our 
population. 

Having thus had occasion to introduce this 
subject, to express more fully our own esti- 
mate of the importance of the considerations 
urged by our correspondent, and to correct 
some misapprehensions of which we have 
heard, we are happy to add the following, from 
the pen of Dr, Rauch, in a private letter which 
we have received within a few days* It is 
concerning the Institution at Mercersburg, Pa., 
of which Dr. R. is the principal. 

MARSHALL COLLEGE. 

"You will have heard by this time that 
our institution has received a charter, and 
is now called Marshall College, Its trus- 
tees, composed principally of laymen from 
different parts of Maryland and Pennsyl- 
vania, at their late meeting, have acted 
with great spirit, and excited the hope of 
raising the college to a highly respecta- 
ble r»nk. For the present they have re- 
solved to appoint four professors besides 
those who will be employed in the prepara- 
tory school. They likewise intend pro. 
curing, as soon as possible, a fine library, 
apparatus, &c. A building with a front 
of 106 feet, four stories in height, is risin? 
a short distance from the village, and aN 
ter a gloomy commencement of our ef- 
forts, we are oheered with the belief that 
our difficulties are at an end. The num. 
her of our students has been constantly 
increasing, most of them pious, and many 
of them preparing to go to the west and 
labour there among American Germans." 

This is truly cheering intelligence for the 
German church. We rejoice in her brightening 
prospects, and pray for the blessing of God 
upon the zealous endeavours of Dr. R. and 
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othera, to raise up a worthy and sufficieiHly 
numerous ministry at home, while we will 
most cordially second their efforts to procure 



such as may be needed to supply the present 
necessities of recent emigrants from their 
father-land. 



CORRESPONDENCE OF THE A. H. M. S. 



From Rev. Amasa Jones^ Harmony MiS' 
aion Station, Mo, 

Variors causes having conspired to render 
expedient the discontinuance of the mission 
among the Osage Indians, near the western 
boundary of Missouri, the Executive Commit- 
tee of the A. H. M. S. have appointed the Rev. 
Amasa Jones, and Rev. Nathl. B Dodge, (late 
missionaries to the Indians,) to labour among 
tlie white settlements which are/apidly form- 
ing in that vicinity. The following report from 
one of these brethren will give some idea of 
the field, and the nature of labour to be per- 
formed by those who cultivate it. 1 

Since the first of January last I have 
spent half my time at this station, one 
fourth at Deep-water, 16 miles distant, 
the other fourth at the mduth of Sac 
River, 30 miles distant. The two out 
posts are very interesting points. Some 
good appears to have been already effect- 
ed. The Sabbath has been brought into 
notice, one Sabbath school established, 
and the cause of Temperance is rapidly 
gaining ground. At Deep-water I have 
found but two professors, and thoso of 
the Methodist communion. At Sac Ri. 
ver I have found none in the immediate 
neighbourhood in which I hold my meet, 
ings. The last Sabbath which I spent 
there, was a very interesting day — a very 
respectable congregation assemble^], and 
very close attention was given to the 
preached word. 

A few individuals in the neighbour, 
hood have erected a commodious hewed 
log building for meeting. / It probably 
will soon be finished and be made comfort, 
able for winter. The Sac is the main 
south fork of the Osage. The mouth of 
Sac will be considered the head of navi- 
gation on the Osage, and is destined in 
Providence to become a place of considera- 
ble importance. Deep-water is a branch of 
Grand River. Grand River is also a 
branch of the Osage, the mouth of which 
is som« distance below the junction of the 



Sac. It comes in from the north. This 
part of the country is settling with con- 
siderable rapidity, and must soon be filled 
with a densa population. 

There are many difficulties in the way 
of a missionary in this part of the coun- 
try, which cannot but greatly abridge his 
labours. For instance, there are many 
impassable streams, without bridges or 
ferries. In summer, time, the flies are 
so numerous, that your are in constant 
danger of losing your horse from under 
you. The population is so sparse, that you 
have to travel over many miles to visit 
but a few families. Houses of private 
families for the most part must supply 
the places for meeting. People are so 
poorly clad that many of them are asha- 
med to appear in public. 

The above form but a part of the diffi- 
culties which are inseparably connected 
with a missionary's life, and which great- 
ly tend to impede his progress in doing 
good. But we have the comforting pro- 
mise, that the whole earth is to be filled 
with the glory of the Lord. And this is 
to be effected through the influence of the 
Gospel. 



From Rev. J. F. Cowan, Potosi, Washing- 
ton CO., Mo. 

ENCOURAGEMENT. 

At our approaching communion season, 
two weeks hence, I expect to have our 
numbers increased, both by certificate 
and on examination. My preaching has 
been and continues to be well and se. 
riously attended. Our congregations, 
both in Potosi and in the country, are 
much larger than formerly, and, indeed, so 
far as external circumstances are concern- 
ed, our prospects are very flattering. The 
Lord grant that we may never be content- 
ed simply with outward prosperity. We 
much need the reviving influences of the 
Holy Ghost. Nor is my field peculiar in 
this respect. A general drought prevails 
in our state. 
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I have jast returned from Brazean 
church, in Perry co., whither 1 went to 
administer the Lord's Supper. This 
church, consisting of about 70 mem- 
hers, and Apple Creek, consisting of 
about 200, are both vacant, and much in 
need of ministers. Farmington is well 
suppiied in Mr. Luther Halsey Van Do- 
ren. He has opened a classical school, 
and both teaches and preaches. He is 
an excellent man, and a good preacher 
any where, but especially a good western 
preacher. All of brother Sadd's former 
churches are vacant but Farmington. 
The Germans in White-water district 
are a numerous people, and inclined to 
Presbyterian ism, and much good might be 
done by a suitable and self-denying man 
among them. For an individual from the 
East to live among them, it will most cer- 
tainly require self-denial. The New-Ma. 
drid district is one of the most beautiful 
and fertile in the world, but unhealthy — 
surrounded with swamps. Bettor, almost, 
to bo without corn meal there, than calo- 
mel. A man of bilious habit is almost 
certain to fall a victim to either the winter 
epidemic or the autumnal fever. This was 
the field last occupied by brother Sadd in 
Missouri. In Potosi there is some talk of 
locating an university — say the Southern 
Missouri University. Mr. J. Livingston 
Van Doren is here, and has been invited 
to take the presidency of it. 



From Rev. A, Kent, Galena, III. 

The wheels of the temperance car are 
clogged by the men of influence who are 
engaged in the traffic. We have had 
monthly meetings; Mr. T. Turner has 
been with us, and aAer lecturing three 
evenings, he obtained 72 names to his 
tee.total pledge, but this makes no per. 
ceptible impression upon the mass of in- 
temperance. I also accompanied this in. 
defatigable agent in a visit to the princi. 
pal places in the county. At Dubuque I 
preached in the day time, and he lectured 
in the evening of the Sabbath, and obtain- 
ed 30 names. 

On the last Sabbath in June I went to 
Belleview, a little village scarcely six 
months old, on the west bank of the Mis. 
sissippi, about 12 miles below Galena. 
The back country is settling rapidly by 
agriculturists. I had a large congrega. 
lion, most of whom had beisn there but 



a few weeks. They were the first ser. 
nions ever preached in that place. I sug. 
gested a Sabbath school ; three apparent, 
ly efficient teachers volunteered. I pro. 
posed, if they would raise $5, I would 
furnish $10 worth of books ; and they 
immediately collected $11 50 and paid 
over, and I have forwarded a library. 
They urged me to come again. But there 
are six or eight places on this side, equal, 
ly important, that I have not visited for 
many months. 

There are twenty places around me 
where a Sabbath school of 20 or 25 scho- 
lars might be secured, if one pious family 
would come and settle down in each 
neighbourhood, and take hold of this 
work ; but for the want of them, these 
children are growing up in ignorance. I 
have but little charity for those professing 
Christians who profess to come to this 
country to do good, but who say **be ye 
warmed," — we must go where we can find 
good society. ** Salt is good, if it be scat- 
tered,"* ♦* but if the salt have lost his sa- 
vour" it may as well bo thrown together 
in a pile. 

Our Sabbath school is increasing in 
numbers and interest. Our celebration on 
the 4th of July was attended by 130 chil- 
dren, and they were furnished by their 
teachers with an address, and each a good 
piece of cake, a bunch of raisins, and a 
flagon of water. 

The captain of the Sabbath keeping 
boat has succeeded so well that he has 
bought another, and employed as captain 
and clerk, two excellent men in our church, 
who are determined to keep holy the Sab. 
bath. O, that the friends of Zion would 
pray over this experiment, for it involves 
the last hope of the West, and of the 
world. 



HELP NEEDED. 

From Rev. Lemuel Foster, Bloomington, 
Illinois, 

I wish to make a request for aid in this 
region. Very important and promising 
fields of labour must be wholly given up 
unless aid can be obtained. I am situated, 
as I think I have before mentioned,far from 
any ministering brethren of our denomi- 
nation. The nearest are, on the west 30 
miles ; south, 40 ; north, 60 ; and east, 80. 
For the three years I have been here, the 
population has been, as it now is, pouring 
in on all sides. Some large settlements 
have, in that time, risen almost from the 
outset ; and the population of the county 
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is now fiv6 or six thousand; four times 
what it was three years ago. Consequent. 
\j the field of ministerial labour has great, 
ly increased. And I have extended ray 
efforts somewhat, as I could have the 
court house (our only place of worship 
in Bloomington) but one third the time. 
One third I have spent in Waynesville, 
where I have preached part of my time 
for near two years. One third I have spent 
in other settlements, preaching and form- 
ing Sabbath schools. 

A CHURCH ORGANIZED. 

Three weeks ago I formed a church at 
Waynesville, which has twenty. six mem- 
bers. It was a precious and solemn sea- 
son. We met in a log barn, but it was 
♦*none other than the hous^ of God." 
Some out of Christ lefl the place, I 
think, deeply impressed. I had hoped to 
continue the meeting, but could not get 
help. Prospects there are flattering. 
More expect to join the church soon. 
When I left them, after the meeting, I 
told them they must be looking out for a 
minister, as my labours were increasing. 
** You must not leave us," was the reply. 

At another place, 16 or 18 miles the 
other way, the cry is, from twelve or fif. 
teen professing Christians, " Come over 
and help us. We wish to be gathered 
into a church — will build a meeting-house, 
and do as much for your support as we 
can." Other settlements it is hard to 
give up. After preaching and forming a 
Sabbath school in one 25 miles off, a lit. 
tie time since, when the congregation 
was dismissed — some addressed me ear. 
nestly, with " You have made no appoint, 
uientjsir; can you not come again.?'* Yes- 
terday I had an interesting meeting again 
ill Waynesville, after which a man who 
had come 10 miles to hear me, came to me 
with much earnestness, saying, "Can 
you not make an appointment in our 
ueighbourhood, sir ?" And for 40 miles 
north, the same request has come — and 
all these places are becoming large and 
important. 

And now what shall I do? Let me 
urge the point of locating a minister at 
Waynesville. The little church there 
just formed, will look earnestly to the A. 
H. M. S. for a minister when I leave them. 
And I must leave. I am 20 miles off, 
with such prairies and creeks between, 
that I suffered much in reaching my ap- 
pointments there last winter. And then 
Salt Creek sweeps around 8 or 10 miles 
distant beyond them, with heavy settle- 
ments on its timber* or grovef, which a 



minister at Waynesville oould reach with 
facility. Waynesville itself has a plea- 
sant situation, is considered hdalthy, has 
several good buildings; three or four 
stores, is fast increasing in population, 
and though it has groceries, and evils in 
it, yet it has far the best and most efficient 
church in the county. Do send a minis, 
ter here if you canzone of the right sort 
-a devoted, heavenly, common-sense man. 



SOMETHING DOING FOR THE YOUTH. 

From Rev, N. O. Clarke, Du Page, Cook 
CO,, IlL 

In consequence of the sparseness of our 
population, our Sabbath school operations 
have been suspended during the winter 
season. Early this spring I preached on 
the subject in the several neighbourhoods 
where it was thought expedient to attempt 
to start schools. Some effort was made. 
The result is, we have four Sabbath 
schools in successful operation, with 
teachers and superintendents who seem 
to feel a deep interest in the welfare of 
the youth and children — indeed, of the 
community generally. With each school 
there is a Bible class connected, compo- 
sod principally of adults. Many not only 
of the church, but others, are very 
prompt in lending their aid in the promo- 
tion of these schools. Each school has 
been furnished with a valuable library. 
The number of scholars is not large, but 
constantly increasing. Our Sabbath 
schools are comparatively prosperous, yet 
with all the effort that we are able to put 
forth, there are many children whom we 
cannot gather in, — many parents whom 
we cannot induce to send their children. 

STRUGGLE BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL. 

Our temperance efforts have been in- 
creased since the last quarter, and its pro* 
gress has been in proportion. The pledge 
of our societies has been hitherto total ab- 
stinence from distilled spirits only. Soon 
after our annual meeting in February, we 
began to discuss the propriety of changing 
our pledge for that of **total abstinence 
from all that can intoxicate." ' A society 
was started oh this principle. About 
twenty subscribers were obtained. In 
the fore part of June the agent for the 
Illinois Temperance Society came and la- 
boured with us successfully, delivered 
three lectures, and obtained one hundred 
and fifty subscribers to the tetal abstinence 
pledge. A vast amount of 'labour re- 
mains still to be performed in thk settle. 
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ment. A larp miyoritj of our popula- 
tion are apparentlj opposed to the tem- 
perance cause. We have within the li- 
mits of our settlement six places where in- 
toxicating liquor is sold. It is my opin. 
ion that intemperanoe is rather on the in. 
crease. 



From Rev. F. Bascom, Pleasant Grove, 
Illinois, 

HETROSPECT OF THREE TEARS. 

During the three past years I have been 
located in this place, and have been la. 
bouring, according to my ability, to build 
up the cause of our Redeemer. I have 
accomplished but little, in eomparison 
with what I desired and hoped for, arid 
yet I have evidence that I have not la. 
boured entirely in vain. There probably 
never has been any time when, on the 
whole, there were as many encouraging 
circumstances as at present. Our meet- 
ing.house, standing on a beautiful emi- 
nence in distinct view from my window, 
was raised yesterday, and will in a few 
weeks be occupied by our congregation. 
We are just now receiving some valuable 
accessions to our society by emigration. 
An increasing interest is very manifest, 
both in our conference meetings and pray. 
er meetings. At Treraont, a large and 
convenient school.house is used for pub. 
lie worship, and I am permitted to occupy 
it once in two weeks. My congregation 
there has very much increased. 

At Sand Prairie, I preach in the open 
air, to a congregation of 100 and upwards, 
who are always attentive and solemn, and 
sometimes tender. The Sabbath school 
at that place is large, consisting some. 
times of sixty scholars. The children are 
often much affected when addressed on 
the subject of personal piety, and I hope, 
that some of them are earnestly attending 
to the things of religion. In Pekin, the 
meetings are better attended than ever 
before at this season of the year. 

During the three years I have laboured 
here, the church has increased from 5 to 
upwards of 30, besides the two new 
churches that have been formed at Peoria 
and Washington, undermy ministry, in the 
mean time. I have seen the population 
around me more than double in number, and 
improvements in almost every department 
have advanced in the same proportion. — 
If then my field of labour was important 
when I entered it, it is at least doubly so 
at present. If there was encouragement 

Vol. IX. 12 



then, there is much more now. In Uiie 
view of the subject, I feel inclined to bind 
myself to the work, and toil on, in the ex. 
ercitie of faith and hope. 



TENNESSEE. 

From the Report of a Missionary in a new 
Field. 

Our meetings on the Sabbath, are ge- 
nerally respectable for numbers ; and the 
people are very attentive. Many of the 
unconverted give evidence of considera- 
ble awakening, and four or five are now 
under pungent conviction, which I do 
humbly hope will lead to their conver- 
sion. 

A large portion of the unconverted here 
have been brought up in so much igno- 
ranee of God's plan of mercy through the 
Mediator, that it is exceedmgly difficult 
to reach their conscience at all ; and oth- 
ers are so lYiveterate in sin, having lived 
long without the means of grace, that im- 
pressions made do not long remain. But 
there is still this ground of hope, that 
most of them will attend with apparent 
pleasure, To simple and appropriate illus- 
trations of the great doctrines of salva- 
tion. Unless 1 am deceived, I have 'suc- 
ceeded in gaining the confidence of most 
of the unregenerate in my field of labour, 
for which I am grateful to God, and it is 
my desire to use this advantage for his 
glory. 

The pious part of this neighbourhood, I 
believe, are growing in every gracious af> 
fection, and also in scripture knowledge. 

The distribution of tracts and tem- 
perance papers, is, I believe, attended with 
some good effect. But this branch of re- 
ligious effort is circumscribed within 
much narrower limits than the necessi- 
ties of the neighbourhood. Mamr who are 
in great need of instruction, refuse to re« 
ceive these little messengers, because they 
fear that all benevolent enterprises are in 
some way connected with the overthrow 
of the government. What a fearful ao« 
count must they render nt the judgment 
of the great day, who ii ive excit^ this 
prejudice ! Our Sunday school is also 
reduced to narrow limits from the same 
cause. In the midst of all these difficul- 
ties, our little vine is still thriving, and I 
believo it will thrive yet more abundantly. 

I preach once a month in a place where 
the people never enjoyed the means of 
grace statedly until I began to preach to 
them. This neighbourhood is very popu* 
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Ions, and although many of them are 
avowed infidels, they are very willing to 
hear the Gospel. I have great hopes of 
building up a church among them. It is 
believed that one thousand persons attend- 
ed my last appointment tliere. We have 
there no shelter to defend the congrega- 
tion except a few large beech-trees,* and 
the congregation are seated on logs, fence 
rails, &c. 



From Rev. S, Newbury, Peru, Miami co., 
Ind, 

At our last communion (the first Sab- 
bath, in June) there was some manifesta- 
tiop of God's special presence. Our place 
of worship was too slrait for us, and 
two were united to our communion, one 
by letter and one man, the head of a fami- 
ly, on examination. Our Sabbath schools 
{one in Peru and one in the vicinity) are 
prosperous and useful. Our temperance 
society succeeds far beyond our expecta. 
tions, and I think is destined to do' much 
good. 

CHURCH EDIFICE. 

We commenced the building of our new 
church last April, 25 feet by 38 — cost 
about $750. I am to preach in it for the 
first tiu)e next Sabbath, though it is not 
entirely finished. 

CHURCH ORGANIZED. 

I preach in Peru every Sabbath, except 
one in each month, when I preach at Wa- 
bashtown, sixteen miles above Peru. I 
organized a church in Wabash the last 
Sabbath in May, with seven members. 
There is no other denomination there, nor 
any other preaching. A missionary is 
very much needed for Wabash and vicini- 

It is my uniform practice to preach one 
sermon on Sabbath evening in the neigh- 
bourhood adjacent to Peru, from three to 
seven miles off. This brings out many 
families to hear the Gospel, who other- 
wise would never trouble themselves to 
go afler it. This is one important item 
which increases the labours of a minister 
in a new country ; many must have the 
Gospel brought to their doors, and then 
9ome of them are induced to do more to 
obtain its blessing. 



* I mean we have no buildings large enough to 
contain the congregation in the summer season. la 
the winter I preached in a school-house. 



** THE PRINCIPLES Of SHADRAOfl, ttESHECtf 
AND ABEONEQO." 

Who is sufficient for the responsibilities 
of a minister of the Gospel in a country 
like this ? In an older couwtry, and a more 
settled state of society, many of the ob- 
stacles here to be encountered, are un- 
known, for tho choice of the people i» 
fixed, their habits formed, their character 
known ; but here, I mean in this region, 
all is difi*erent. It cannot bo said of scarce, 
ly any considerable place, what are their 
habits, or the prevailing notions of the 
people, for things are not yet sufficiently 
settled to determine with any degree of 
certainty. And such are often the conflict-' 
ing interests and conflicting influences in 
these forming societies, together with th© 
bright prospects of worldly gain impelling 
all to the utmost activity, that no good 
thing is efi*ected without a religious influ- 
ence which is strong^hn^ steady, and holym 
Oh I how many ministers are needed her& 
with the stern principles of ** Shadrach, 
Meshaeh and Abednego." 



From a minister in the Valley of ih€ 
Wabash, 

A missionary of the A. H.M, S., speaking of 
the field of his labours, makes the following 
remarks in reference to the destitution of Pres' 
byterian ministers. 

When I left New-England, it was with 
the intention of settling in one of the- 
most destitute regions in the West. In 
the seminaries, most of the talk was about 
Illinois. Presuming Indiana might be 
passed over with neglect, I fixed my ey& 
upon it. When on my way^ at the office 
of the A. H. M. Society, you pointed, on- 
the map, to the Wabash, and spoke of it 
as an important — a v>'ide spread and des. 
titute field. I bore it on ray mind, and 

when consulting with brother as- 

to where I was the most needed, I was 
soon satisfied of the superior claims of 
Upper Wabash. Instead of remaining in 
the southern part of Indiana, as I had in- 
tended, I immediately started for this 
neighbourhood, where I lyave remained 
ever since. I am now satisfied that this is 
one of the most destitute regions, consider- 
ing its importance, of any in the Union. I 
have seen destitute places around me sup- 
plied, but none near me. I went 75 miles 
to the first meeting of presbytery,, which 
then contained seven members, only three 
of whom were present. Within the samft 
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bonnd* there are now near 20 members. 
The increase, in six years, has been be- 
yond my expectations. Still I am as 
much alone as ever : I can still report ten 
towns in succession, on the Wabash, as 
destitute, and myself as having no .bro- 
ther in the ministry within 40 miles. On 
the South West, West, and North, there 
is still an unbroken waste of more than 
120 miles. I believe my services are in 
jrreater demand now than ever, but it is 
impossible for any one to cultivate so great 
a fieM well. I have to do my best to keep 
from famishing, several feeble churches. 
I have supplicated help from the A. H. 
M. S.^ and from individuals, but all in 
vain ; some, like the priest and theLevite, 
pass by on the other side, whilst others 
say, ** be ye warmed, and be ye fed," and 
kindly furnish some means for these ob- 
jects, which, to be sure, is better than 
nothing ; still hero we are, left alone, and 
«o, I fear, we must remain. Four church, 
cs, containing each from 20 to 30 mem- 
bers, Ure depending on me alone for 
preaching ; besides, I have several other 
places for preaching. Most of these 
churches I have organized and sustained. 
None of these are within less than 12 
miles of each other. I am, therefore, 
under the necessity of riding a great deal, 
and being much absent from home. My 
usual practice is to preach twice in some 
one of the villages, and once in the corni- 
try around, every Lord's day. 

CHARACTER OF EMIGRANTS. 
[From a Missionary Report.] 
A worldly spirit very generally prevails* 
and with many there is a geat rage for 
speculation. Some emigrants are coming 
in, but we derive very little assistance 
from them. There are men enough, who 
are willing to risk their lives, in this coun- 
try, for tJie sake of gain, whilst there are 
few who have courage enough to settle 
among us for the purpose of doing good. 
Hence, we have not a fair specimen of the 
older states. I know some object to the 
removal of good church members, and of 
substantial members of society. I would 
by no means complainif they would send 
us a fair proportion of the good with the 
bad. But I have long been convinced that 
we have chiefly (not wholly) to do with 
the refuse of the older states. 



From Rev. Peter Crocker, Richmond, 
Wayne ^ CO., Ind, 

Wa have had one communion season 



since I commenced my present year's la. 
hours. On^only, was added to the church, 
and that by letter. Some seriousness ap. 
peared and continues, and a number, we 
believe, will soon unite with us in the rela. 
tioR of a church. We have, within a 
few weeks, collected a Bible class, and 
our prospects, for the present, are flatter, 
ing. We trust we shall not fail to observe 
the monthly concert, and the duties con- 
nected with it. There is a county tem- 
perance society here ; but it is almost run 
down. We hope to revive it, or form a 
new one. Intemperance is awfully pre. 
valent here, and through this region, but 
there is a redeeming spirit. There are 
some stout hearted Christian men, who 
fear not to war with this powerful foe, and 
they must be victors. The Sabbath is 
most lamentably profaned in this place, 
by very many of the old and young. O, 
who can stand against this pernicious 
practice ? Dear brethren, we noed, and 
we solicit your fervent prayers. 

Within a few weeks we have employed 
a pious and well educated young man to 
teacii our children, and, on the whole, it 
does seem that God is blessing, and does 
intend blessing us. 



From the Rev. G. G. Poage, Bainbridge, 
Ohioy July 12th, 1836. 

THE SABBATH SCHOOL, THE DAY STAR OF 
HOPE. 

Amidst the general gloom that sur- 
rounds us — the sinking of hope — almost 
the only thing that is cheering is the 
prosperity of our Sabbath School. 

The day our school was commenced, 
thirty.five scholars attended. Since that 
time the number in attendance has in- 
creased to eighty, with a prospect of still 
greater increase. 

The greatest difficulty here, as in many, 
very many other places throughout the 
Mississippi valley, is the scarcity of suita- 
ble teachers. 

Owing to this fact, it is not at all un- 
common, as is the case in our school, that 
some of the larger classes must contain 
from ten to twenty scholars. A small 
library, of perhaps five dollars worth of 
S. S. books, has been procured, which we 
hope seen to increase, so that it will an- 
swer the present season. 

Great interest has been excited in the 
children by these books, and by other 
measares adopted in the school. How 
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longr this will continue and what will be 
its results, will be developed tP future. 

This seems to be the roost promising 
soil on which to sow the good seed of the 
kingdom ; and may we not hope, that, 
with the blessing of God, it will spring up 
and bear fruit, abundantly, unto everlast- 
ing life. 

While those who have grown old in 
sin, are wrapped up in the pursuits of this 
world, and its pleasures, and are likely to 
end their course in destruction and perdi. 
tion, it is cheering to know, that the youth 
can be brought into Sabbath schools — 
those nurseries of the church — to be 
trained up for the Lord. 

Here, m the West, we know that, un- 
der G^od, this is the only hope. While the 
flood-tides of iniquity are rolling over this 
wide extended country — while misrule 
and insubordination are manifested al- 
most every where — while the Sabbath is 
desecrated by multitudes — while intempe- 
rance still ebbs and flows a^ain in our land, 
while wickedness is set up on high, and 
the truth has fallen in the streets — while 
the rights of many are trampled in the 
dust and flung to the four winds of heaven 
— and while disaflbction and disunion are 
stalking in the midst of the army of the 
Lord of hosts,— our chief hope is, to cast 
np an embankment around the hearts of 
the rising generation, looking for assis- 
tance to Him, who is ** our rock, and our 
fortress, and our high tower." 



Extract from the application of the 
Church of Huntington, Gallia co., O. 

OEATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGMENT. . 

It is with no common emotions of gra- 
titude that we remember that it is to you 
we owe our existence as a church of 
Christ, and that under your fostering care 
we have grown to our present state, and 
have been blessed with those ministerial 
labours and heavenly influences by which 
alone we can hope the Gospel to take 
deep root in the community around us. 
While we behold the little church to 
which we are attached gathering strength 
and extending deeper and wider its influ- 
enees, we rejoice ; and when we behold 
numbers coming to cast in their lot with 
us ; when our ears are gladdened, as they 
have recently been, by hearing that new 
song which none but the redeemed of the 
Lord can sing, coming from the lips of 
those who have long wandered from God, 
we are led to ask with the most devout 



gratitude to God ; If it bad not been for 
your Society, ** These, where had they 
still been ?" 

Although appearances were never as 
favourable as at the present, numbers ha- 
ving been added to the Lord, we do not 
yet feel able unaided to sustain the minis. 
try among us. Could we enjoy the con- 
stant labours of a minister no doubt the 
church would gather strength much faster. 

Our congregations are gradually in- 
creasing and there is manifestly much 
more anxiety to hear the Gospel preach, 
ed. We have two meeting houses within 
the bounds of the congregations, about 4 
miles apart, one of them finished and the 
other enclosed. Could we with your as. 
sistance accomplish our wish in havings 
preaching all the time, it would be in 
these two places — and a majority of the 
people could then attend every Sabbath. 
We are confidently persuaded that the 
cause of Christ would be promoted by this 
course. 

For favours already received we feel in- 
expressible gratitude to God, and to yon, 
and are encouraged to ask for more, ho. 
ping by the blessing of God at length to 
be able more than to refund all that we 
have received. 



DROPS OF BfERCT. 

From Rev. H, R. Howe^ Vinton, Gallia 
CO., O. 
In connection with the foregoing applica- 
tion, we give the following from the last report 
of the Pastor, containing further facts in refer- 
ence to the season of refreshing there alluded 
to. 

Four full years have now elapsed since 
I entered this wilderness field of mission, 
ary labour under the direction of your So- 
ciety ; and perhaps no three months of 
the whole time have been more cheering 
than those embraced in this report. The 
Spirit of the Lord has been present in his 
converting influence, a few at least have 
passed from darkness to light, and from 
the power of satan unto God, and the 
children of God have been refreshed and 
animated in their Christian course. Last 
Sabbath was a communion season in the 
Huntington church and one which we 
shall remember with the liveliest grati- 
tude for many daya to come. Twelve 
persons are added to the church, making 
the whole number now in communion^ 
eighty. 
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NSW CHUROH— A PASTOR NEEDED. 

Since my last report there has also 
heen a Presbyterian church organized in 
the town of Jackson, (Jackson co., O.) 
with twenty.seven members. This is the 
first church of our denomination ever or- 
ganized in that county. Nothing is more 
manifest than the increasing anxiety on 
the part of the population of that conn, 
ty to enjoy the stated ministrations of 
the Gospel. 

They have already commenced a sub. 
scription to build a Presbyterian meeting 
house, and have secured about half the re- 
quisite amount. The entire labours of a 
minister are very much needed in that 
county. I know not a more |>romi8ing 
field of missionary effort witliin the com. 
pass of my knowledge. They would 
raise half the support of a minister this 
year. 

MISSIONARY LIFE IN A NEW COUNTRY. 

I am Tery desirous to concentrate my 
efibrts more than I have been able to do 
heretofore. My health is already consider, 
ably impaired by such extensive rides and 
excessive labour during the inclement sea- 
son of the year. During the last four 
years I lived a missionary life, have tra- 
velled not less than six thousand miles 
and preached as many as eight hundred 
sermons. One church has been increased 
from 16 to 80 members. Another, from 
16 to 35, and a third has been organized, 
with 27 members — but I forbear to speak 
further of my imperfect and ineflicient la. 
hours, and raise the fervent prayer that du. 
ring the remnant of ray days, the power of 
Christ may rest upon me, that I may so 
speak that multitudes may believe. 



PARENTAL CHASTISEMENT. 

**Grad dealeth vtith you a$ with children, 

[From a Missionary Report.] 

God has taken an unexpected method 
to prepare us for our labours in this new 
field. He gave us a most solemn intro- 
duction here. Soon after our arrival 
sickness was sent into our family, which 
terminated in the death of two of our 
very dear children. A son and daughter, 
aged, one 3^, the other 1^ years, sickened 
with inflammation of the lungs, and died, 
one the 25th of May, the other on 5th of 
June. I need not tell ay ou that we were 
most deeply afflicted by these events, and 
I cannot tell you the pain of such be. 



reavements, unless you have experienced 
the same — for this is one of those things 
that cannot be known until it is felt. I 
had often been to the chambers of affliction! 
had witnessed the anguish of bereaved 
parents, and felt my own heart deeply 
moved and pained for others, and thought 
I could participate a little in their sor- 
rows — ^but I was mistaken ; my deepest 
sympathy had no mixture of that grief 
and anguish which a bereaved heart feels ; 
the heart alone can know its own bitter, 
ness. But God has caused us to feel 
most deeply ; with stroke upon stroke he 
has chastened us, and at a time when we 
seemed least prepared to endure such 
trials. But our Father knew best; and 
we are fully confident that he has directed 
every event concerning us in the best 
manner possible ; and while he chastens 
for our profit we have nothing to say by 
way of complaint; but we humbly trust 
that our bitter draught has proved to be 
just the spiritual medicine we needed, and 
we can but hope that God designs by 
these trying events to prepare the way for 
our greatest usefulness in this interesting 
field. If they have had no effect upon us 
personally, only to disencumber our af. 
fections of the world, still they have had 
the effect of preparing the way for us to 
find a place in the hearts of this people. 
Our unusual afflictions awakened univer. 
sal sympathy, and called forth unexpected 
kindness from all classes of persons. En- 
tire strangers were found in numbers 
entering our solemn dwelling, to mingle 
their tears with ours over our dying babes, 
and to tender their kind attentions. We 
found ourselves at once not only introdu- 
ced to an acquaintance with the people, 
but drawn deeply into their hearts through 
their sympathies. The way was thus 
opened for us to labour with a prospect of 
success, in drawing together a society, 
and laying a foundation for an enlarged 
state of Zion. 



From Rev, A. Nash, Sandusky, Ohio, 

This place contains not far from 2000 
Inhabitants, and but very few professors 
of religion amongst them. There were 
but 16 members of this church residing 
here when I came. I have been looking 
up others who had not united, and have 
admitted 14 since I came here, and some 
others still are now waiting to receive 
letters from their churches. The little 
church under my care feel quite animated 
with their prospects at present. They 
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have been prospered in getting their place 
of worship completed, aflj^^ expending 
nbotit $5000 upon it, and last week they 
dedicated it to God, and on the same day 
the Huron Presbytery installed me as 
their pastor. There is far more interest 
manifested in the public worship of God 
than I expected to find so soon. A very 
respectable audience assemble every Sab- 
bath &nd listen with pleasing attention. 



THE STATE OF THE MISSIONARY CHURCHES. 

While it is not our privilege to record as 
many revivals as in some former seasons, yet 
there is mnch in the state of the churches 
aided that greatly encourages our efforts. We 
allude to the prosperity of the temperance 
cause, the increase of Sunday Schools, and 
especially a growing attendance on the public 
preaching of the Word. We have frequent 
notices, more or less like the following ex- 
tract from a missionary report. 

In making my report for the quarter I 
have nothing unusually interesting to 
communicate which has occurred since 
Hiy last report. We are favoured at this 
time with no very special influence of the 
Spirit, yet the power of the Gospel is 
manifest in restraining the passions of 
men. Sabbath breaking, 'profaneness 
and intemperance, are shrinking away 
before the light of the sun of righteous- 
ness. Scepticism and licentiousness 
have retreated into the shade, and infideli. 
ty does not dare to show its head. My 
congregations increase in numbers and 
respectability, and the attention is such 
that it would seem they were all eyes and 
ears-^so that for one to sleep during 
divine i^ervice would be an anomaly. 



From Rev. L. Shaw, Briatol^ La Peer co. 
Mich. 

Since I commenced my labours in this 
place, nothing of unusual interest has oc 
curred ; yet, I trust, a good influence has 
been exerted in favour of temperance 
and Sabbath schools. When I came here, 
there was no Sabbath school and no 
temperance society. Now we have both, 
and both are doing good. Several build, 
ings have been recently erected in the 
township withoat the aid of whiskey. I 



suppose, an instance of this kind was not 
known till I came here. The Methodist 
brethren are active in the temperance 
cause. The society numbers about 50. 
We contemplate forming another society 
in the nojth part of the township, and 
purpose also to organize another Sabbath 
school. In this immediate neighbourhood, 
there are now about 10 families, all tem- 
perance people. Twenty professors of our 
order have moved in since the opeping of 
navigation. The prospect of forming a 
society is quite favourable. 



From Rev, I. M, Weadf Ypeilanti, Mich. 

GRATITUDE FOR AID. 

I have just closed my sixth year of la- 
bour in this place, during the whole of 
which time your Society has generously 
extended aid to this congregation for my 
support. For this I trust they are truly 
grateful, and I hope their gratitude, dur- 
ing this or the next month, will be mani. 
fested by a liberal contribution to the 
funds^ of your Society. I do not expect 
that they will be disposed to ask aid ano^ 
ther year. True, they are subjecting 
themselves to a pretty heavy tax in their 
efforts to complete our meeting-house, but 
still I am persuaded they can do the 
whole besides contributing liberally to the 
various benevolent objects, and be none 
the poorer at the close of the year. 

REVIEW OP SIX TEARS. 

To ourselves, the history of this church 
is peculiarly interesting. In June, 1829, it 
was organized by Rev. Mr. Page, now la- 
boring in' the state as your agent. A 
number just equal to that of the Apostles, 
entered into covenant with one another 
and with God. They were scattered in 
the country around. About a year from 
the organization of the church, in much 
weakness, young and inexperienced, I 
commenced my labours. The church then 
embraced thirty.eight — but they were 
scattered over such an extent of territory 
as rendered their influence scarcely per- 
ceptible. The tide of opposition to the 
truth soon rose high, and threats of per- 
sonal violence were dealt out with an un- 
sparing hand. At the close of my first 
year, however, the church had received an 
accession of eleven. The second year 
the Lord poured out his Spirit ; and 48 
were added to t]^e church. The third 
year we also had a refreshing season, and 
twenty.iivo were received into commu- 
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nion. The fourth ye&r ^ve us an acces. 
•ion of thirty-ono. During our fifth year 
we had something of a revival, and twen- 
ty became connected with the church. It 
was during the year just closed, that the 
Lord opened wider tlie windows of hea- 
ven and poured us out a blessing, — not 
*• till there was not room to receive it," — 
but beyond our expectations. Sixty-nine 
were received into fellowship — making in 
the whole received during my six yeatrs 
labour here, 213. Fifty-four have been 
dismissed and 14 died, leaving at the pre. 
sent time connected with the church 184. 

Our meeting.house is expected to be 
completed by the first of September. In 
consequence of the terrible freshet we had 
early in the spring, we have been unable 
to get lumber to have it finished at an 
earlier period. It is expected that our 
strength will be much increased the day 
we are permitted to enter it. 

With our increasing strength, there 
seems to be an increasing spirit of benevo- 
lence. Last month our society raised 
something more than one hundred dollars 
for Foreign Missions. 

It is thought that the temperance cause 
in this new state is receiving an impulse. 
Tee.totalism is the doctrine that prevails. 
We have a society here formed on that 
principle, embracing more than 100 mem. 
bers. 



From Rev, J. M, McGregor,' Morristown^ 
St. Lawrence co.^ N. Y. 

The past year has not been without its 
trials, and its blessings have been great 
and many. ** Bless the Lord, O my soul 
and forget not all his benefits." In re. 
viewing the past year, I see much good 
done. There is an evident increase of at. 
tention and of feeling among many of the 
people. The congregation is increased 
so much that there is not room for them 
in our small house ; but I trust our large 
meeting-bouse will be ready for us by win- 
ter. Prayer meetings are better attended, 
and with more interest than formerly. 
The Sabbath school thrives well, is well 
attended, and, I think, has been blessed 
to the conversion of some youth. It is 
delightful to see with what eagerness the 
joung assemble, and with what attention 
they sit under my instructions, when I 
appoint a meeting for this purpose. 

I am more and more convinced that the 
hopea of the church depend on the rismg 



generation. They must be convened to 
God, else who are to constitute the king« 
dom of Christ thirty years hence, and 
where will be the instrumentality which 
shall convert the heathen world ? God 
indeed will have a church ; his prophesies 
and promises will not fail, and he can and 
will raise up instruments. We do not 
know what he may do. But we know 
what he has done, and what he has pro. 
mised to da, and that is, ** to turn the 
hearts of the fathers to the children.*' 
And so far as the duty of the church and 
of parents is plain, it is to give their chief 
efforts to the work of trainirig up the 
young for the service of Christ. 

I am* glad you mado an appropriation 
for this people another year, because they 
are straitened" this year in building their 
meeting-house. I think they will shortly 
sustain the ministry without further aid. 



From Rev, A. W. Gray^ Panama^ N, Y, 

The last year of missionary labour in thi« 
place has not been without special inter^ 
est. The suggestions accompanying my 
commission have borne with weight upon 
my mind throughout the season, and 
were, I trust, blessed to the encouraging 
of my soul to greater effort and more 
plainness of appeal to the heart and con- 
sciences of my hearers. A revival of spe. 
cial interest commenced in November last, 
and continued about three months, in 
which 46 were added to this little church 
by profession and 19 by letter. Two Bible 
claques with from 20 to 25 attendants, 
and a Sabbath school of from 35 to 46 
pupils, have been sustained. 



In East Evans and Eden, N. Y, 

I am requested by the Congregational 
churches in Eden and East Evans, in their 
behalf, to tender sincere thanks to the 
board of officers and friends of the A. H. 
M. S., for the aid they have granted them 
in years past in supporting the Gospel 
among them. I am also requested to say 
that farther aid will not be needed, so long 
as the two churches unite in supporting 
a minister, as they have for some time 
past. 

God has recently poured out his Spirit 
among us in a very glorious manner in 
both of these ebiirehes, and as the fruit* 
thereof fifty .four have been added to their 
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number of such as we hope will be laved 
when Christ shall come to make up his 
jewels. Also six have united with the 
Methodist, and about six more I believe 
are waiting for an opportunity to unite 
with the Baptist church, and some have 
united with churches in other towns. 



From Rev. Isaac Crabbet Phelps, 

REVIVAL. 

Since my last report we have been per- 
mitted to enjoy a season of divine grace. 
Sinners have been held in breathless si- 
lence, whilst the Gospel has been pro. 
claimed, and they have wept and melted 
into submission through the workings of 
the Spirit of God. We cannot boast of 
great numbers, but I trust we are thank- 
ful for what the Lord has done for us. 
Perhaps about twelve is all that we can 
entertain hopep for. The work in one 
family in particular has certainly been pe- 
culiar. The old gentleman had become a 
professor many years ago, but had neglect, 
ed the family altar and the church. 
When the Lord came into his family and 
converted his daughter and her husband 
and niece, and revived his work in the 
heart of his wife, so that he saw them, at 
one time, in tears for their sins, and then 
rejoicing in hope of eternal life through a 
crucified and risen Saviour,—- he could hold 
out no longer, but was seen with his eyes 
suffused with tears, and with his heart to 
all appearance broken before God. And 
now the family altar was resumed and the 
very next Sabbath to the joy of us all he 
was seen,though infirm and diseased, ma. 
king his way to the house of God. Thus 
have we reason te be encouraged, and, 
though we have difficulties and prejudices 
to meet, yet God is omnipotent, and can 
remove them. 



From the Rev. Abiel ParmeU^ SpringviUe^ 
^. Y. 

Never before the present year, have th® 
people in Springville, since my residence 
with them, attempted to sustain the Gospel 
for the whole time. 

The advantages of a constant supply of 
the preached Word are very clearly to be 
perceived. Our Sabbath schools and Bible 
classes are of an encouraging character. A 
goodly number of the church are associated 
m Bible classes. 



During the latter part of the winter ther« 
was evidently some special movements of 
the Holy Spirit in the community. A 
united effort was made by the various Chris^ 
tian denominations in this village for the 
salvation of sinners. A goodly number, it 
may be fifteen or twenty, were hopefully 
converted to Christ. About the time of our 
last communion five were admitted to the 
church ; three on the profession of their 
faith, and two by letter. There has also 
been a revival of temperance, which seem- 
ed to prepare the way for the revival of re- 
ligion* 

There has also been an unusually large 
increase of strength to our congregation 
within the space of a few months. The 
prospect now is that this congregation will 
be able to sustain a preached Gospel the 
whole time. We cannot, however, with any 
degree of certainty, predict what will be m 
fiiture. Before the close even of the present 
year, some who are now pillars in this little 
church, may be called to occupy a place in 
some more destitute field in the far West ; 
or by death they may be called away to the 
better country. But from present prospects, 
with God's blessing, I trust they will before 
lone not only be able to fumi&h themselves 
with the bread of life, but to extend the fos- 
tering hand to others ; and by their own 
experience learn how much *' more blessed 
it IB to give, than to receive.'' 



THE DIWN OF HOPE. 

It becomes my duty to report for another 
quarter; and 1 set about the task with feel« 
ings that I have never experienced since I 
commenced my labours in this place ; for, 
through the blessing of a gracious God, I 
am permitted to hope that your missionary 
has not been commissioned in vain. .God 
is healing the backslidings of his people 
here. Those members of the church who 
have been considered as its pillars are hum- 
bled and revived j while some^ who by theif 
waywardness have caused us grief and se- 
vere trials, are reclaimed,and led to adopt the 
language of the prodigal. The avowedly 
impenitent are be^^inning to feel the influ- 
ence, and some give encouraging evidence 
of having enlisted in the setvice of Christ 
within a few days. The Sabbath school is 
attended with a deeper interest. Our con- 
gregation upon the Sabbath is comparative- 
ly full and attentive. Prayer and conference 
meetings have been multq^ied, and are well 
sustained, and the oppressed African is not 
forgotten in our addresaiBs to a throne of 
grace. 
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JFYomBev. ± O. Hubbard, AkUboume, L. C. 
[From a report written tome months since.] 

"When I cattle to this place, I was ac- 
auainted with but two individuals here, and 
K)r the first night, I knew hardly where to 
lodge. Un the first Sabbath after my arri- 
val, the number of my hearers was some 40 
or 60. It gradually increased, till, in the 
course of a few weeks, it averaged about 
150, which, you must know, is considered a 
pretty large congregation here. 

About the middle of October I became 
somewhat disheartoied, and it occurred to 
me, that it might perhaps be my duty to go 
to some other place. I desired, however, to 
lay the whole subject before God, and to be 
guided by what should appear to be the in- 
dications of his will. I could not, on the 
one hand, think of leaving a fieW that was 
to deplorably destitute ; nor could I, on the 
other hand, feel <{uite reconciled to labour 
with so little apparent fruit. I should 
mention, that I hajd previously spent two 
or three weeks in visiting families, distribu- 
ting tracts, and holding little meetings for 
exhortation, &c., — labouring especially in a 
remote part of the township. 

The Lord has, I believe, regarded the 
prayer of the destitute. Early in November 
1 thought I could perceive that the truth had 
been blessed to the good of souls. To men- 
tion some of the particulars : one individual, 
whose mind had for some time been rather 
tender, began to inauire in good earnest 
what he should do to be saved. He one day 
said to a friend, with tearful eyes — " I have 
heretofore attended meeting occasiojially : 
henceforth, if my life is spared, 1 intend to be 
there every Sdbbatk." Although he resides 
nearly five miles from the meeting house, and 
is obliged to walk, he has strictly kept his 
word : and not only so ; he has commenced 
worship in his family, and he and his com- 
panion give evidence that they have 
"passed from death unto life." A brother 
of this individual, who had once made a pro- 
ftssion, but who had, for several years, 
hved in a very careless manner, has been 
brought back to the Saviour, and is now do- 
ing his " first works." It is pleasant to 
converse with him about the pardoninp; Ihve 
of Gkxl, and the peace of a heart " sprinkled 
from an evil conscience." A third brother, 
somewhat like the young man in the Gos- 
pel, has begun to feel more deeply than he 
did before, that he " cannot serve Gk)d and 
Mammon." In a word ; a silent influence 
bas evidently rested upon that neighbour- 
bood for some few months past, and I cannot 
but think that good will be effected there 
still. A tsmperance society has lately 
Iwen formed, which promises well. 

Vol. IX 13 



CHURCH ORGANIZED. 

A few weeks agp a meeting was Called to 
consider the propriety of attempting to or- 
ganize a church. As things here are en- 
tirely new, much labour was necessary in 
preparing the way even for the meeting. A 
day of humiliation and special prayer hav- 
ing been previously observed, on tht last 
Sabbatii in November 1 ordained two per- 
sons as elders, and we then admitted sixteen 
individuals, who had before been examined 
as members ; making eighteen in all, Uf 
this number nine were received by profes- 
s on ; the rest had been members of other 
chu» ches. 

Connected with the little effort which wo 
have made are some things, which s'^em to 
manifest rather remarkably the providence 
of God. One of our elders, a physician 
" beloved," obtained the first satisfactory 
evidence of his interest in the Saviour last 
winter upon a sick bed, — and it has, till 
lately, been quite doubtful whether he would 
be permitted to serve his Master in the visi- 
ble church at all. We are not without ap- 
prehensions, in this respect, even now. Tbe 
other elder, who, we hope, may be some- 
what such a one as " Paul the aged," was 
preserved to us last summer almost by a 
miracle. 

This is, so far as I know, the first Ameri- 
can Presbyterian church that has been or- 
ganized in what are commonly " the Eas- 
tern Townships." What its fate may be, 
we know not. J regarded the experiment, 
at first, as rather doubtfiU, and we have proi 
ceeded with a somewhat trembling hand. 
Feeble, however,as we are, we can truly say, 
" Hitherto hath the Lord helped us." Of 
opposition from " wicked and unreasona- 
ble men" we have had not a little ; but even 
this opposition has, as yet, tended to the 
furtherance of the truCh. Good has evident^ 
ly been done. People have been, as it were, 
compelled to take sides ; and if we have dri- 
ven away some^ we have more closely uni- 
ted others. ** What is the chaff to the 
wheat 1 saith the Lord." 

[A recent report from the same Missionary 
contains the following additional items of 
encourafement*] 

Within a few months we ha^e, I think, 
gained a little strength. Our church seems 
to enjoy the smiles of a covenant God. The 
two Sabbath schools which we have form- 
ed, are doing pretty well, Tne one at the 
meeting-house I shall be obliged to super^n-t 
tend myself. Connected wiiii this school, 
I hope to form a class of 3^ung people. 

The females of our church and congrcga^ 
tion have formed a little nussionary socisly 
on the cent plan. They have- upwards of 
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90 members, and obverve a kind of monthly 
concert. Extracts from the Missionary He- 
fakl, tlie Home Missionary, &c., are read 
at each meeting;, accompanied by prayer, 
^c I have been informed that they are very 
^iich interested in these meetings. The 
meetings are held in a neighbourhood in 
which, one y<Bar ago, there wels scarcely a 
professor of religion — scarcely a house in 
which there was family prayer. 

[ have distributed tracts in this and two 
adjoining townships as extensively as I 
^ould ; and we are trying to make an ar- 
rangement to have, in some of our neigh- 
bourhoods, a kind of monthly distribu- 
ion. A tract agency has been established 
ibr the counties of Stanstead and Sher- 
Iffooka* 



The opposition wlmk, wc at first mot 
with, has almost wholly ceased, and I trust 
that we shall hereafter be but Ultle troubled 
by open opposers. Our brief history has fur- 
nished a comment upon the sentiment, ** The 
wrath of man shall praise him." 

Last Sabbath, our communion day, was 
with us a somewhat interesting season^ 
We received six additional members ; on^ 
by letter, and five by profession. Twq were 
heads of families ; the others, young peo- 
ple. Our present number is o2. It was 
truly gratifying to minister to this little 
band, collected here in' the wilderness : Idl 
no place, in no classical or biblical retreat, 
did 1 ever enjoy myself more. 



AMERICA.N HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 



[For the Home Missionary.] 

PIFORTANT SUGGESTIONS RESPECnNO THE 
SETTLEMENT OP THE WEST. 

At the present time, the eye of our nation 
-teems more intently fixed upon the settle- 
ment of the "West, than upon any other 
subject. And this is not without reason, 
for as the West, by greater population, is 
soon to control the East, so both are equally 
interested in every thing by which the 
former will be affected. It is of universal 
fanportance then, that the race of men who 
are to inhabit the western regions of our 
land, should be of a stamp the most en- 
lightened and the best. There is no one cir- 
cumstance, probably, which so much affects 
the character of the inhabitants of a new 
eonntry, as the mode of Us settlement ; and 
yet there is scarcely any, in general, which 
receives so little attention. There are but 
two modes of settling a new country, name- 
ly ; that of families associating and setling 
in clusters or villages ; and that of settling 
separately, each upon its own farm ; and as 
either of these modes chiefly prevails, so is 
the future character of the people in a great 
Measure* influenced. If families unite and 
establish a village, or compact neighbour- 
hood, they can at once have schools, 
lurches, and constant social intercourse ; 
and it is by the aid of these alone, that any 
eommunity can continue intelligent, moral, 
and religious. But in the other case, where 
families are, to a great extent, separated from 
each other, each residing upon its farm, the 
population is so sparse, that many years 
must elapse, before they are sufliciently eon- 
cIs^Msd to enable them to unite for any of 
^ atKfre objeots. How ean the settler 



send his children to school, when there is no 
school within ten or twenty miles of his 
dwelling ; and how attend public worship, 
when none is held within the same distance j 
and how be improved by social intercourse, 
when he has not ten neighbours within sis 
many miles 1 The consequence of settling 
a new country entirely, or nearly so, upon 
scattered farms, as is too much the case m a 
very large portion of our western regions, 
is, that the children of the first settlers mus^t 
erow up in ignorance ; and parents, who 
have been educated in the eastern states^ 
spend their lives in lamenting over the fact ; 
which they have no power to reinedy, 
when they have once committed the ei;- 
ror of making their settlement in the wrong 
mode. 

Our New-England ancestors understood 
this subject well ; they settled themselves in 
towns, and had their farms and lands laid out 
in the suburbs ; and' the consequence wa«, 
that from the very first, they hacf their meal- 
ing houses, and their school houses ; the pa- 
rents were sustained in the activity and ex- 
ercise of their minds, and every child re- 
ceived a good common education. It may 
be said, that the first settlers of New-Eng- 
land were a peculiar people ; and it is true: 
and the first settlers of our western country, 
too, are a peculiar people. Look at the pie- 
ty, the intelligence, the moral worth, of the 
people who are annually emigrating flrom tiM 
East to the West; and say if they are not a 
peculiar people, un^u'pasaed by any on lbs 
globe ^ 

But the settlers of New-England brought 
their best wisdom into practical use ; they 
knew that knowledge and piety were not 
hsMditary, but, to be possessed, muil be re- 
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nenlred t^ ef^ry suocteiiyt indiTiduKl ; and 
by a wonderful foresight^ operating through 
their mode of settling tlU couiUfy^ they per- 
petuated the blesiings they possessed to 
their descendants, to such a decree, that the 
peculiarly intelligent andmoralcharacterof 
the people of New-England, is now the re- 
mark of the world. ^ 

Let those, then, who emigrate to the West, 
act out the wisdom which both theory and 
experience teach us. Let them remember that 
the mind is the man — that if they would 
continue to their children the blessings 6f 
knowledge which themselves have possess- 
ed—if they would see them intelligent men, 
and good men, they must take them to no 
place where they will long lose the sight 
of the school-house, or the " sound of the 
church-going bell.'* W. A. T. 

EASTERN INFLUENCE ON THE WE8T. 

Much is said, and justly, about the impor- 
MQ6e of the intoence wMch the East is ex- 
erting 00 the growing eonmunities of the 
West, and of the liberality and sacrifices of 
the churches in building up the institutions of 
die Gospel in the new states. 

But there is another speeiet of influeneej 
emaiMiting, in too many instances, from the 
same source, whose effects are deleterious in a 
high degree. Indeed, it has become a matter 
of alarm whh the fViends of piety, that the spi- 
rit of worldliness is pervading all ranks, not 
Sparing even those who wait on the sanctuary 
and the altars of God. This spirit seeks its 
food in the facilities which the newer states 
present for speculation in the public lands, and 
for other modes of rapidly acquiring wealth, 
and eastern Christians and eastern capital are 
mainly involved in these things. If this ma- 
nia continue to rage, what will become of the 
hKerests of spiritual religion ? That there is 
fi^und for fearful apprehension, the following 
tfxtracto testify. 

Prom a Missionary in the West. 

The Qospel seems to have almost lost its 
p6irer here, and, indeed, throughout this 
Whole region, owing to the inordinate spirit 
of worldliness which prevails. 

Prom a Missionary at Tdledo^ Ohio. 
I have seen Christians and the congrega- 
tion generally deeply Effected under the 
t>teaching of the word, but as yet it has been 
** as the morning cloud." The tide of spe- 
culation, which' has raged higher here than 
hi any other place in the western country, 
aihd; I had almost said, in the world, (in an- 
tieibMion of this being the terminating point \ 
of tke Cincinnati and Wabaah Canalt,) haw 
carried every thing away. 



PramaMisnonarf i» MUdstiffi, 
I can say, and say it with truth,that einoe 
I have been called to preach to these church- 
es, I have had to contend with more obsta- 
cles in the way of reaching the hearte of the 
people by a preached (£>8pel, 1 beheve, 
than I have ever been called to contend with 
at any other time in the whole course of 
my ministerial labours, and at any other 
place in our country^. Speculation in land, 
entering or purchasing, and then selling the 
same land for profit, is the all-absorbing to- 
pic of interest, at present, among all classes 
m the community, high and low, and has 
been, ever since the lands in the Choctaw 
and Chickasaw countries have been in mar- 
ket. It actually appears to me, that the 
whole mass of the people, in the church or 
out of it, scarcely think and talk about any 
thing else, than to secure land, and then how 
to dispose of it again for profit. The whole 
community is in a state of continual agita- 
tion. The subject cannot be let alone on 
the Sabbath, but must be brought up, and 
discussed, and plans laid for some scheme of 
land-speculation, to be carried into succesa- 
Ibl execution. Every man, whether in or 
out of the church, thinks and feels, that 
there is at the present time, so pressing a 
call for all the money he can command, that 
his obligations to pay for religious institu- 
tions, or even for his preacher, is almost en- 
tirely lost sight of. Reflecting sometimes 
on the state of things with us in this quar- 
ter, I become seriously perplexed : and have 
fearful conjectures, about what may be the 
issue to which the state of things in this 
country is tending. A time of such dead- 
ness, darkuess, and insensibility on the sub- 
ject of religion, 1 do not think I have ever 
been called to witness before. A torrent of 
worldliness seems to be pouring in upon all 
classes, and when I view its threatening as- 
pect, I am at times almost tempted to think, 
It will overwhelm and bury every thing of a 
Serious and religious cast. 

[An agent for the Society writes ai fol- 
lows :] 

1 would suggest the importance (>/sefiUli- 
nizing the motives of the missionaries whom 
ypu commission for the West. This coun- 
try is (iill of spies, and clusters from the 
land of promise are continually going bade, 
and they are verv delicious, even to some 
ministers who nave large families and 
stinted salaries in the East, or who have a 
few hundred dollars which they can invest, 
where they will soon become as many thou- 
sands. Ami if the thing t< uld be done safe- 
ly) I am of the opinion, that you could not 
employ your time more profitably, than iK 
making t^etended investi^tftions as to the in- 
fluence ii^hich spee/i^/Oit^ \iMj tA whh«iHng 
ministerial ponrer oterthe flew ^tfc^Qf- 
rations. 
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i&ssUmary Appointments by the Executive CommiUee of the Ai 
from July Ibth, to August 15<A, 1836. 



^ Il» M» O*] 



R»-appointments. 

Rev. Charles Brown, Denton, Md. 

Rev. J. R. Moser, Carhondale, Pa. 

Rev. J. W. Eastman, Rocky Sprbg, O. 

Rev. JT. Gould, Union Grove, 111. 

Rev. A. O. Hubbard, Melbourne, Li. C. 

Rev. li. P. Blodget, Mexico, N. Y. 

Rev. H. R. Pow«ll, Scott Courtinnd co., N.,Y. 

Rev. .lohn C. Morgan, Naples, N Y. 

Rev. Lemuel Hall, Centerville, &c., N. Y. 

Rev. Samuel Scott, Peruville and West Groton, 

N. Y. 
Rev. G. C. Wood, Palem and Pleasant Hill, Mo. 
Rev. C. M'Pheters, Mount Prairie Ch., Mo. 
Rev. Jacob Tuttle, Jefferson, Franklin co., O. 
Rov. J. M. Babbitt, Pike, Pa. 

The Treasurer of the American Home 
receipt of tJie following sums, from 

Vekmont— „ , ^ 

Manchester CongM Soc., per Rev. J. An- 
derson, 
MASSACHUSETTS— 
Kewbury Cong'l Poc, to const. Rev. John 
C. March a L. M., per J. Punchard, 
Treaa. 
'CONNECTICUT— 
Meridian Cong'l Ch., per Rev. A. Gran- 
get, _ 
New London Sewing Soc, per Fanny R. 

Smith, Treas 
Salem Bridge, N. Y., Ch. and Cong., per 

W. Stebbins, 
Scotland Ch. and cong., per E. Tuckerj 
Stonington Fern. Miss Soc, 15; Juvenile 
Miss. Soc, 3 ; per Miss L. A. Sheffield, 
Westminster, Ladies' Dorcas Soc, for 
the valley of the Misiisaippi, per. Rev. 
G. J. Tiliotson, 
ilEW-YORK- ^ ^ . , „ 
Brooklyn, Mrs. Z. Lewis, for France, 
Cambridge, Rev. O. P. Hoyt, 
Catskill, Mrs. Deborah Sherwood, to 
const, her daughters Mrs. Janelte M. 
Avery, of Wooster, ,0., and Mrs. An- 
toinette M. Huntington, ol Akron, O., 
Life Members, 60 ; Henry M'Kinstry, 
60 : per Dr. Porter, 
Durham, Christopher Post, L. M., in full, 
per Dr. Porter, 15 ; Timothy Wiiliaton, 
L.M.infull.aO, 
Elizabethtown coneregation, 
Fairvnle, P. D. M. S., per Mrs. Mary Oh- 

phant, Treas., „ ^ „ 
Huntington, L. I., Presb. Ch., coll., per 

Dr. Mead, 
Jamaica, L.L,mon. con. coll., 
Lewis, N. Y., coll., per Rev. O. P. Clin- 
ton. 
•JfetD-york City, VIZ. —^_^,^^ ^^ ,, 
Bleecker-8t.Ch.,^. VVUbur,25; Mar- 
cus Wilbur, jr., L. M., 50, 
Bowery Ch., W. W. Chester, 250 1 f. 

Bull, 25, 
CsHtral Ch., G. Benty, 
Laight-st. Ch., Fe.m. Miaa. Assoc, per 

Mrs. Ann Coit, Treas., 
•Mercer- St. CA., ttion. con. coU., per L. 

Holbrook, ^^ , 

Murray-lit. CA., E. White, 
fcpley, N. Y., Rev. T. S. Harris* Soc, 
Ticoiiaeroga, N. Y., CongU Ch., pte Bet. 

J. Fisk, _ 

Willsborough, N. Y., Cong'l Ch.^ 
IJEW-JERSEY— 
Elizabethtown, Rev. C. 6ilderaleev«, 
IQiowlton. N. J , Sew. Soc, in part to 
const. Rev. Jehiel Tallmaioge aL. M., 
9W>J.S.fia]atedt ^ 



Rev. A. Gardner, Big Hollow, N. T. 
Rev. H. R. Howe, Huntington, O. 

Missionaries net in ComMission last f Mr. 

Rev. R. S. Crampton, to go to the West. 

Rev. L. H. Van Dvck, Cairo, N. Y. 

Rev. E. Thomas, Virginia. 

Rev. C. F. Butler, Stockbridge, N. Y. 

Rev. J. J. Gilbert, Henryville, L. C. 

Rev. W. Miller, Rawdon, L. C. 

Rev. John Gray, Dey. Tioga co., N. Y. 

Rev. D. K. Galley, Perry, N. Y. 

Rev. Robert Carver, Missisco Bay, L. C. 

Rev. J. J. Jones, Welch Ch., New- York City. 

Rev. S. Harlow, to go to Ohio. 

Missionary Society acknowledges the 
July l&lhf to August Ibih, 1836. 
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Parsippanvi per Rev. J. Ford, 
PENNSYLVANIA— 

Wysox, A. C. Hinman, 
TENNESSEE— 

Greenville College, Rev. Dr. Coffin, 
MISSOURI— 

Franklin co., D. B. Bishop, per Ret. J. F. 
Cowan, 

HOME MISSIONARY, 
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f 1008 19 
KNOWLES TAYLOR, Treasurer. 

Rtteipts of the Western Jlgency, at Oennut JV*. T,i 
from July U to August 11, 1836. 
Buffalo, Ladiea* Soc, Mrs. Jane Farnum, 

Treas., 
Castleton, Ladies' Soc, 38,17, otheia 4^37, 
Enfield, 
Le Roy, 

North PenfieM.per Rev. Bfr. Brooks, 
Rochester, O Jewell, 
Fkaneateles, per. Rev. J. Hopkins, 
West Sparta, Ladies' Soc, L. H. Wattn, 
Sec, 



Reeshts of tks Central JSgenev at CWea, 
from AprU lOU to JvJby 190, 1836. 

gridgewater, 
ul^rvllle, 
Chamont, 

Hamilton, Sd CongM Ch , 
Hampton, per H. G. Looinii, 
Homer, 

Jefferson co. j Benev. Soc, 
Leban(>o, 
Lysander, to conet Eev. fi. C. Beach a 

L.M. 
Martinsbnrgh, 
Onondaga, 
Otisco Cong*I Soe., 80,97; Fern. Miu. 

^oc, 34,00. 
Pitcher, 

Rodman, per Mr. Moffatt) 
Rutland, i>er. H. Hopkins, 
South New-Berlin, 
Truxton, 

Utica,J C.Smith, 
Watertown, First Ch., 58,21 ; second Cfa.^ 

14,00. 
Woreeater^ to oonit R«t. A» P. Attw, ft 

L.M., 
Fnan^ 
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AMERICAN PASTOR'S JOURXALr, 

OR, 

SKETCHES OF REAl CHARACTERS, CONVERSATIONS, AND STRIKING FACTS, FURNISHE]> 

CHIElFLT BY CLERGYMEN. 



■TA1KIN6 MONUMENT OF AEDEEMING 
MERCY. 

[Furnished by a Clergyman.] 

Mr. H. was a man of good powers 
of mind, and peculiarly cheerful and 
social in his feelings. He misfit have 
been very useful, but had, for many 
years, given himself up to habits of in 
toxication. He had, however, never 
gone so far as to lie, day after day, in a 
state of beastly intoxication, but very 
frequently drank to excess, and, from 
the prhne of life to hoary hairs, was 
considered as a hopeless drunkard. He 
was one that so far gloried in his shame « 
as that when he visited the grog shop, 
it was not uncommon for him to tell 
the landlord to let him have " a pail full 
of rum /" Thus he went on until he 
was more than threescore years old. 
He was then bereft of his companion. 
About this time, also, efforts were made 
in the cause of temperance, and special 
operations of tlie Holy Spirit were en- 
joyed in the conversion of sinners ; and, 
though toe had no expectation that Mr. 
H. would be made to feel the power of 
divine grace, and no special means 
were used to affect his mind, yet we 
were both rejoiced and surprised to see 
«* the arm of the Lord made bare" for 
his salvation. The Spirit strove with 
him for some time before he would 
allow his feelings to be known, — at 
length, however, he apparently sur- 
rendered himself to the mercy of God, 
and, with the docility of a little child, 
sought for religious instruction. He 
appeared very humble, and would often 
speak of his former course of sin with 
apparent abhorrence. From the time 
in which he supposed himself converted, 
be said he had not the least desire to 
taste of ardent spirits. He was ad- 
mitted to thet:ommunion of the church, 
Nov. 6, 1831. From that time till his 
4etth he uniformly adorned his profes- 
moa AS a Christian. He was afflicted 



with severe bodily infirmities, so that 
he was unable to labour, and, as far as 
his health would admit, he seemed dis- 
posed to spend a large portion of his 
time in reading bonks of devotion; 
among others, be had a peculiar satis- 
faction in reading Bunyan^s Pilgrim. 
He. appeared, also, very solicitous for 
the salvation of others, especially some 
of his old companions in sin. He lived 
some miles from our' place of public 
worship, but when able, was always 
present. I visited him frequently : and 
especially in his last sickness, I very 
often called to see him. He had, occa« 
sionally, very acute pains; but would 
often speak of his abundant occasion 
for gratitude to God for his goodness. 
He professed to have no desire to hve, 
but rather ** to depart and be with 
Christ, which he considered as far bet- 
ter." " indeed,*' he said, one day when I 
called to see him, *'l did feel as if I should 
like to live a little longer, for the bene- 
fit of my little grand children; but 
then I thought how foohsh I am I 
When I have committed myself, soul 
and body, into the hands of God, can't 
I leave these children with him ?"-~ 
Though very much distressed with 
bodily pain, and expecting to live but 
a little while, his native cheerfulness 
of mind never left him. He would talk 
about dying with as much composure 
as if he were going a journey of only 
fifty miles. He appeared always very 
humble as a sinner, and expressed the 
fullest confidence in the Saviour. Thus 
he lived from the time of his conver- 
sion, and thus he died; a monument of 
redeeming mercy. 



REStJLT OF PROCRASTINATION, 
[Famished by a Clergyman.] 

At the close of the exercises in the 
Bible class, of which Samuel and Jamei 
were members, they began a converta- 
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tioaon the subject of the lesson, <* the 
obligations of the young to become the 
friends of Christ." The meeting had 
been very solemn, and they were con- 
vinced that the condition in which they 
had hitherto lived was both dangerous 
and criminal. 

This they freely acknowledged to each 
other; but the heart was still stubborn, 
and unwilling to yield to the claims ot 
the Gospel. They confessed to each 
other theirneglect of the Bible, and ig- 
norance of its heavenly instructions, 
and, at parting,' they agreed to study it 
attentively, — to attend the Bible class 
faithfully, and after they had learned 
more of the Bible, they would, in the 
autuinn, •* become religious, and serve 
God.* ** We are both too ignofant," 
they said, *• to do it now.*' The Bible 
class was to meet in two weeks, — the 
subject was, •* what is the account given 
irt the Bible of the natural heart?" 
They studied the Bible to furnish the an- 
swer, and each came to the conclusion 
that it is totally unholy and depraved. 

James wrote his composition, and 
was anticipating the meeting with in- 
terest. After dinner, on tlw day on 
which it was to be attended, he went 
into the meadow to work, till the hour 
arrived. As he did not return at the 
hour for meeting, some anxiety was 
felt by Deacon F., with whom he lived. 
An hour passed and he did not return, 
when a messenger was despatched to 
see if he was at the Bible class ; but he 
was not there. Search was imme- 
diately made for him, and at length he 
was found a corpse, in the stream, hav- ! 
ing fallen, as was supposed, from the 
bridge into the water, as he was re- 
turning from bis work, just two toeeks 
from tiie time he /tod solemnly promised 
to attend to religion during the following 
onlttmn. 

James was a very amiable young 
man, but this did not lessen the guilt 
nor the danger of procrastination. 

Should this sketch meet the eye of 
any one who is deferring, till a future 
time, the great work which God re- 
quires him to do now, let him re- 
member the case of James, and be per- 
suaded to submit to Christ while he 
is saying **U> day if ye will hear ony^ 
voice, hmen not your heart'' 



AWFUL DEATH OF A BLASPHKMKB. 

[Fnraished by a Clargymui.] 

During the progress of a protracted 
meeting, at — , God was pleased to 
pour out his Holy Spirit, and to bring 
many of the youth into the fold of 
Christ. A young man, C. H., who 
was employed in a factory In the neigh- 
bouihood, attended the meetings, with 
the intention of preventing any of hit 
associates from being •• made fook of," 
as he impioui<}y expressed himself. 
Every effort he could devise, was ac- 
cordingly made by him^ both to excite 
merriment during the meetings, and to 
prevent any from attending the meet- 
ings for the anxious. 

During the last day of the meeting, 
he became very bold and outrageous 
in his conduct. After the last sermon^ 
the anxious were requested to meet m 
a school-house near the churchy fbt 
personal conversation. Here, also, he 
repaired, and, with all his might, la- 
boured to prevent those from entering 
who were disposed to do so. After the 
meetmg commenced, he continued to 
disturb il, by hooting, calling out to in- 
dividuals, and by. groans and hisses at 
the windows. 

After expending his Spite, be said» 
with an awful oath, I am gomg to leave 
the I i M fools, and go in to bathe^ 
He immediately started and ran to the 
pond, in company with bis wicked com* 
panions, where he was accustomed to 
swim, and as so«>n as he could take oiT 
his clothes, threw himself into the wi- 
ter, and sank to rise no more ! 

Before the close of the inquiry 
meeting, he was summoned to the bar of 
bis insulted Maker : thus awfully^eri- 
fying the denunciation of Grod, *• WO 
unto the wicked, — it shall be ill with 
him," 

SHIVTSTCRIAE. FtDBtlTT. 
[Furniafaed by a ^•itor.') 

A clergyman of New-England was 
called, in Providence, to visit a young 
man who was apparently drawing near 
to death. A few moment's converst<- 
tion convinced him, that the siek mail 
was resting all his ho(ies fbr eternity, 
on the pernicious doctrine of onl versa] 
sslvntion. Seeing the low stmte of 
bodily strength, he feared that a fatth«- 
fill etpoemne of his erfor, and aa I 
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^ouT to lead bim in the way of salva- 
tion might create more excitement of 
iMod, than the feeble body would be 
ahJe to bear. He therefore made him 
a short visit, |>rayed with him, and \et\ 
him; bat when he had gone his way, 
bis conscience told him he had not 
done his duty. There was a soul be- 
fore him about to go into eternity, 
building his hopes of immortality on a 
fiilse foundation, and he had failed to 
warn him of his awful danger. He 
could neither sleep nor rest, Early 
the next day he repaired to the cham- 
ber of disease, and plainly and affec- 
tionately told him what he thought of 
his spiritual state, and what he must 
do to be saved. The young man was 
enraged, and accused him of a want of 
charity and feeling for a dying man. 
But, notwithstandmg this thankless 
return, God gave him peace in his own 
Soul, and he could now look to him, by 
prayer, for a blessing on his faithful en- 
deavours. On repeating his visit, tohis 
great satisAsiction, the young man had 
renounced his error, was under deep 
conviction of sin, and anxiously inqui- 
red for the way of salvation. These 
visits were repeated, at his sincere re- 
quest, and before he died, he express- 
ed a joyful hope in the Saviour, and 
his cordial thanksgiving; to him, whom 
be nOw acknowledged as his pastor ; 
and gave as good evidence, as could be 
expected on a dying bed, of having 
passed from death unto life. 

In another instance he found a young 
mag dangerously ill. He took the 
parents aside, told them his apprehen- 
sions* and that it was his duty to deal 
plainly with their son, and warn him 
to prepare for death. They with 
others of the family, begged he would 
not do it, because they feared it would 
exceedingly distress him, to be told he 
could not live. The Faster yielded, 
and left them ; but as in the other case 
he could neither rest nor sleep. He 
made it a subject of prayer, and visited 
them again ; he told the parents he had 
come to do his duty. They interposed 
their entreaties. He replied, I am a 
minister of the Gospel, — I am set to 
watch for souls, as one who must give 
an aocount. How can I give my ac- 
eount in this case, unless! do my duty 
to your dying som ? I have prayed over 



it, and I must do it. The pareaU 
yielded. He went in and conversed 
with the young man. He unhurdened 
his own mind by that plain warning 
and affectionate instruction which the 
case demanded.' The result was, that 
before the young man died, he gave 
pleasing evidence of a good hope in 
Jesus Christ, and united* with his pa- 
rents and friends in their hearty thanks 
for his fidelity. 

The above facts are in the history of 
my venerated prececessor and late col- 
league. 

AFFECTING ADMONITION. 
[Furniihed by a Clergyman.] 

B— was the son of pious parents ; 
and the influence of a religious educa- 
tion was seen in his morality, and his 
respect for religion. He exhibited, in 
the various relations of life, an amiable 
disposition. There was but ** one 
thing'* he lacked. He had just attain- 
ed his 18th year, when, in a very sud- 
den and remarkable manner, he was 
summoned into eternity. 

On the third of July, he and several 
of his youthful associates, were seen iq 
the house of God. They witQi::6sed 
the commemoration of the Saviour's 
dying love ; and they heard the solemn 
and special warning which was that 
day addressed to the unregenerate. 
The fourth of July was spent in vain 
amusement. In the evening there was 
a ball, which was kept up to a very 
late hour ; and in which B was un- 
usually active. The morning of the 5th 
was damp ; and there can be no rea- 
sonable doubt, that in returning hom^ 
that morning, worn out with the 
amusements of the past night, he took 
cold ; and the fatal arrow was then 
fixed in hh bosom. He made known 
his feelings to some of his confidential 
friends, but made no complaint to his 
own family, until the Friday following. 
Medicine was then administered, but 
no special danger was apprehended. 
On Monday, however, his disease as-» 
sumed a serious character. The phy- 
sician and his friends were alarmed; 
Hopes and fears alternated during the 
week ; and just at sunset on Satur- 
day, his disembodied spirit took it9 
flight into a boundless eternity. 

The writer was with him aeyeri^ 
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times during his sickness. On the day 
of his death, before, however, any fatal 
Symptoms had appeared, he was asked 
whether he felt himself prepared for 
death : he acknowledged that he did 
not. About an hour before he died, 
whilst in great pain, he inquired of the 
physician, his own brother, ** Can't 1 
live ?'* and then for the first time (for 
until then 6ana;uine hopes had heen 
entertained of his recovery) the solemn 
announcement was made to him 

'That his rise was desperate, 



" Death iwift approachii :: !" — 

" Is it possible ?" he exclaimed ; and 
immediately began to pray. And with 
the hand of his mother grasped in his — 
pleadiug for mercy with his dying 
breath — he left the world ! His life- 
less corpse was the next day brought 
into the very sanctuary, where, two 
weeks before, in all the bouyancy of 
youth, he had beheld the emblems of 
redeeming love, and whence, with 
his youthful associates, he had gone to 
the house of mirth! 

** How dreadful must thy Bummons be, O 

Death! 
" To hira that is at ease in his possessions I 
** Who, couHling on long years of plasure 

here, 
** Is quite unfurnished for the world to come !^' 

" Be ye also ready ; for, in such an 
hour as ye think not, the Son of man 
Cometh." L. R. L. 



THlC WAY TO CONVERT THE WORJLD. 

(Fornished by a Pastor.) 

" Where did you find those anxious 
touts ?'* said a pastor to a young 
Christian female, after he had introdu- 
ced the fourth awakened sinner, to 
his meeting of inquiry. With much 
modesty and humility, she replied, **a 
few months since, I went to work in a 
shop, where were six females besides 
myself, not one of whom was pious. 
They knew that I was a professor of 
religion, and I thought it important, 
first of all, to grain their confidence by 
exhibiting a Christian spirit and exam- 
ple before them. After a few weeks, 
as we boarded together, I proposed, 
that we should spend half an hour, 
each day, in reading tracts, or some 
good book for our improvement ; this 
they agreed to. Next, as one or two I 
ofthem appeared interested, I proposed ' 



to offer prayer, in connexion with 
reading ; to which they also assented. 
1 then, as opportunity offered, con- 
versed with each one separately, on 
the subject of religion ; invited them 
to go with me to your meeting of in- 
quiry, and three of them, it is hoped, 
have already found an interest in 
Christ; — tiiis fourth one, is very anx- 
ious, i hope she will be led to the Sa- 
viour." The result was, that these 
four persons, through the humble ef- 
forts of this Christian female, became 
pious,and united with the same church. 
Let Christians in humbje and in high 
life go and do likewise, and the day of 
this world's redemption will be near. 

WARN THEM FROM MK. 
(Furnished by a Paator.) 

I was once sent for to visit a poor 
man at the alms-house, who was ra- 
pidly declining with consumption. He 
said, '*my mind is burdened, 1 wish to 
speak to you." I leaned over his bed 
and listened, as he proceeded in a low 
voice, every now and then choked for 
utterance, and sometimes weeping 
freely : " I entered the army, said he, 
in 1808, there 1 took to strong drink, 
and the habit is what, as you now see, 
has ruined me. I was well brought up, 
had good instructions, but 1 disregard- 
ed them all, and now I am dying with- 
out any hope! When I left the arm^, 
instead of reforming, I grew worse. 
With six companions 1 used to go every 
morning before breakfast to a store for 
rum, and that store was kept by a pro- 
fessor of religion. — Oh shocking way of 
getting rich ! Those companions are 
now all dead, and soon I shall be dead 
too. I have had many narrow escapes. 
In my drunken fits I have fallen down 
steep places, among rocks, and into 
ditches, and been dragged out of the 
road where I was liable to be run over. 
I have slept in barns, and by the side of 
fences — and now I must die! Oh! give 
warning to others for me. Tell them 
what I have told you, and try to save 
young men from such a dreadful end." 

Here the poor man was so overcome, 
that I begged him to desist from speak- 
ing, as he evidently could not sustain 
the effort. ** Well," he replied, «« I 
have told you my dreadful case : I 
hope you will pray for me, waA. wabjs 

OTHERS FROM ME. 
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Go, Preach the Gospel. Mark xvi, 15. 

How shall they preach except they be sent?.. .i?<wii. x. 15. 

Vol. IX. OCTOBER 1. 1836. No. 0. 



IS THE WORK DONE .? 

The members and patrons of tlie A. H. M. S. have great occasion for thaok* 
fulness tp God, for the success which has attended their lahours. When we 
look back ten years, to the humble beginnings of this institution, or still further, 
to the origin ofthoseseveral organizations for Domestic Missions, which resulted 
in the formation of the A. H. M. 8., we are amazed to see how far beyond our 
fondest hopes, in so short a time, Providence has prospered this institution. We 
did not then venture to anticipate the ability, to report ^so large a number of 
missionaries, or so ample means of sustaining them, as God has given to the 
Society. 

But it is due to the cause entrusted to our care, to guard the public against a 
misapprehension arising out of this very success. It should be borne in mind, 
that when we speak of success as transcending our anticipations, we speak 
relatively to the views which were at first entertained of the magnitude of the 
work. Ten years ago, the resources of this vast country were comparatively 
undeveloped. Not even the eager spirit of our most enterprising and far-sighted 
citizens bad anticipated, for this nation, an expansion so rapid, and a demand for 
moral euHure so multitudinous and strong. Of course, the estimates of the 
most liberal hearted philanthropist were, comparatively, below the increase of 
the people, and the plans and prospects of those days were proportionally con- 
tracted. It if, then, with reference to such light and such views that we speak, 
when we tay that the am^nint of success is greater than was anticipated. 

But when viewed in relation to the actual demands of the age, the success of 
Home Missions has not been great. We have appointed more hundreds of mis- 
sionaries, and expended in their support more thousands of dollars, than could 
have been supposed probable at the origin of the Society ; but it was not then 
imagined how great the need would be. No human foresight could have pre- 
dicted the cpuntless settlements that are springing up cotemporaneously,— .the 
hundreds of towns and cities that grow, as it were, out of the ground in a night. 
lience, while the success is, in itself, great, yet, relatively to the increased de- 
mand, it it sm^all,-- we had almost said, discouragingly small. 

The 9<M< t(uccM9 is, therefore, no reason for relaxing in our efforts in this cause, 
bj8t, on the <;optafary, involves the duty of increased sacrificea, and still more 
vigorous l«bo«^8. 

VoL.n:. U 
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But, not only does the disproportion between the results Home of Missionary 
labour and the demand for it, demonstrate our duty to enlarge our intentions 
and increase our energies, but the same obligation is enforced by a consideration 
of the present condition of our country. Various causes are at work, tending' 
to dilute and render ineflScacious the moral principle of the community. This 
is sufficiently manifest in the numerous mobs and other instances of popular 
violepce ; in the feebleness of law to restrain crime, owing to a vitiated public 
sentiments in the numerous instances of homicide and robbery ; in the delibe- 
rate and deep laid frauds and forgeries, often staggering belief by their extent* 
ingenuity, and the evidence they afford of the depravity of their perpetators. 
The universal cause of these things is the sinfulness of our common nature. But 
there are, also, some specific occasions operating, at the present time, in this 
country, to give the evils abovementioned peculiar activity. Such, for example, 
is the immigration of foreigners, pouring into our nation elements entirely un- 
congenial in all the essential ingredients of a pure moral character. Such, also, 
h the rapid settlement of the western states. This process goes on with a con- 
stancy, and to an extent, never before equalled in the history of any similar 
transfer of the population of one country to another. By this immigration the 
piety, the intelligence, and public spirit, which, when concentrated in towns and 
villages at the East, nobly sustained schools, churches, and all the wholesome 
institutions of society, become diffused too widely for effective action ; and the 
living coals, which glowed with intense heat when heaped together, are found 
to expire when scattered widely apart. Meanwhile, throughout the land, and 
especially over all this fair region of the West, infant as it is in the strength to 
resist demoralizing tendencies, there rages one universal mania of speculation. 
♦"Let us be quickly rich," is the aspiration of almost all, the learned and the 
rude, the avowed worldling, and the professed follower of Christ. In the rush 
for wealth which follows, invention is put to the torture, every energy of the 
mind is tasked for new expedients, and thousands make shipwreck of whatever of 
character they -possessed for piety or principle; the moral dignity of the church 
loses its impressiveness on the public conscience ; and her Sabbaths and their 
solemnities pass into disesteem. This process is accelerated by the very causes 
which promote our external prosperity as a nation. For example, our facilities . 
for inter-communic.ition have a demoralizing tendency. Our public convey- 
ances are constantly teeming with travellers. Large numbers of our popula- 
tion may be regarded now as living abroad, — are rolling on wheels, or floating* 
by steam — away from the restraints of home, and exposed to all the aliurementer 
which Satan spreads for the wayfaring man ; for though our citizens are becom- 
ing so locomotive in their habits, their churches do not travel, the Sabbath 
school, the prayer meeting, the concert, the communion table, the sweet, influ- 
ences of the domestic circle, do not travel. But not so the intoxicating bowl, 
the temptations of the gambler, the nameless dissipations of large towns, tho- 
roughfares, and taverns — these all attend the traveller, and through all these, as 
through a fiery ordeal, the virtue of the migratory portion of our eouiitrymeir 
hM to pass. In short, while they leave behind them whatever institutioxii of 
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society teB4 to preservo and cherish their moral principles, they are aGoompunied 
in their journeyings by whatever influences may have an effect directly 
opposite. 

And now, it may be asked, h this a iime to relax in efforts to promote tJu fcUva" 
turn of this nation? When so many tendencies to evil appear which never 
appeared before, shall we please ourselves with the little already accomplished, and 
abut our eyes to the much msre which remains yet to be done, and without which, 
all that ha« been done will be of no avail? The Executive Committee of the A. 
U. M, S. reply, *^it is not." As God shall enable them, it is their purpose to 
urge on their work with redoubled ardour, urged, as they themselves are, by 
the overwhelming conviction that there never was a time when the appropriate 
labours of this Society were more needed than they are now, and aeeded, too, 
to an extent, to which their present resources, both in men and in money, are en- 
tiroly inadequate. 



CORRESPONDENCE OF THE A. H. M. S. 



MISSISSIPPI. 

Frsm Rev. HHUry Patrick, Lownds co, 

RELIGIOUS DECLENSION. 

From the first of February last, till the 
first of August, I have now preached 
regularly and statedly, and 1 believe up 
to the measure of my capacity and op. 
portunity, at Plymouth, StarksviUe, and 
Beersaeba. GUd would 1 be, to commu- 
nicaleio the society the joyful intelligence 
that tliese churches have, in that period, 
been revived; — but 1 cannot. Myself, and 
the brethren in the ministry, in this sec- 
tion, are ail agreed in believing that a time 
of greater religious declension has not 
been known in the churches with us than 
at present. In my last communication, 
about six months ago, I endeavoured to 
givo you some idea of the deplorable state 
of things in the church in this region ; — 
and 1 tisel obliged to say that they are 
DOW no better. I have laboured to arouse 
the energies of the church, and to awaken 
the minds of sinners to the subject of reli- 
gion, and it pains me to say, that to all 
human appearance, my labours have beea 
almost in vain. 1 would rejoice, exceed- 
ingly rejoice, if I could experience the 
blestiing^ of a revival in the churches to 
which 1 minister. For this 1 would be 
willing to pray, labour, and toil. But my ex- 
pectations and desires have not as yet been 
realized. Politics, cotton, lands, negroes, 
are the topics that awaken the deepest in- 
terest in the minds of all classes, so much 
so, that wa, raiuisters, see before us no well- 



grounded prospect of promoting, to any 
great extent, the spiritual interesU of tho 
people. Perhaps you could not form an 
idea, and I could not give you an adequate 
idea, it I were to try, of the extent, depth, 
and power of worldlmess, and the conse. 
quent diminution of interest taken in re- 
ligious matters, as at present may be found, 
universally pervading the minds of the 
people Jn and out of the church in this 
quarter. There is not, and has not been, 
for some time past, a revival of religion 
in a single evangelical church, of any 
name, in all this section ; and I see no 
efficient measures, of importance, taken to 
promote the interests of religion among 
any of them. Christians of every name — 
all, as it were, by common consent, now 
slumber and sleep, whilst the busy and 
active world around are all alive, and, 
doubtless, are fast preparing, by crime, 
for the eternal condemnation of the 
wicked. 
I 

BIX MONTHS' LABOUR. 

I will report what has been done, for 
the past six months, at the places where I 
have preached. 

At Starkville, a meeting-house has been 
put up; a Sabbath school of about forty 
scholars, and five or six teachers, has been 
formed. Two have been received into 
the church ; the congregations have been 
very large and very attentive every time 
I have preached there. 

At Plymouth, it has baen in contempla- 
tion, during the summer, among tba 
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tdBn&B of rttlgfion, to put up a moeting- 
house : the congregations are small, but 
quite attentive. A Sabbath school has 
been formed and kept up during the sea- 
son. At 3 o'clock, P. M. of the Sabbaths 
I preach at Plymouth, I have preached 
to a' congregation of blacks. They are 
very attentive, and some four or five are 
deeplj alfeoted under preaching. In the 
white congregation, about five or six con. 
tinue under some concern for their souls. 
One ladj of influence, within a month 
past, professes to have submitted to the 
Saviour. She is willing to unite with the 
church. 

At Beertheba, much attention is given 
to the preaching of the word. Three 
have united with the church on examina- 
tion. There is a Sabbath school, also, 
within the bounds of this church. 

I have preached and administered the 
Lord's Supper to these churches and to 
others, have made it my aim to converse 
privately with individuals, have distributed 
tracts, exerted all the influence I could in 
favour of the tract and Sunday school 
Cause; and, as far as I can see and learn, 
• the people every where I preach, are in- 
terested in hearing the word, and anxious 
that I should continue my labours among 
them in future. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

I have promised my conscience, that 
if Divine Providence spares my life, 
health, and strength, for the remaining 
six months of my commission, I will 
awaken all my energies to do more and 
better than I i/ave done, and if possible, 
I will double my dilijjence in the work 
before me. And I sincerely desire and 
pray that you and the committee would 
remnmber me especially in your prayers ; 
and pray that tho Lord would strenghten 
and aid me in the arduous field of my 
labours in this country. 

Can the friends of the Redeemer read these 
resolutions of this self-denying brother, and 
not have thehr sympathies awakened for him 
iathemiiist of his trials and discouragements? 
Can they read them, and not lift up their prayer 
with his, for the blessing of God upon his 
fisitbful labours 7 



Frfm Rev. T. Archibfdd, Unity Church, 
Lowndes cu., Mies. 

AT BASE IN ZION. 

Since the comnaencement of this year, 
I have preached in the Unity church, 



generally two Sabbaths In th« m^nth. Wd 
have usually had two services on the Sab- 
bath — one at the church, and another in 
some remoter part of the neighbourhood. 
My congregations are large and attentive ; 
but the word does not melt the heart at 
it once did. A general apathy prevails at 
this time in the church. There is, per- 
haps, less in Unity than any other ciiuroh 
in this Presbytery ; and yet, it is far from 
being with us, asjn years past. Prayer- 
meetings are much neglected; the Sab« 
bath day is not so well observed, and 
family worship is forgotten. Worldliness, 
like an incubus, rests upon the church. 
Some think that it is the precursor of some 
great evil; while others are at ease. **Wo 
to them that are at ease in Zion^ 

DROPS OF MERCY. 

Two weeks ago we had a meeting in 
Unity, which continued four days; — at 
which time Christians seemed to be revi- 
ved. Some part of the exercises were 
truly solemn and interesting. Two were 
added to our number, and it is expected 
that a considerable number will be added, 
at our next communion season. The 
people have lately built a large and con- 
venient house to worship in. 

SABBATH SCHOOL ORGANIZED, AND LANGUISH- 
ING. 

We have organized a Sabbath school; 
the first that has been organized in the 
neighbourhood, — and for a while i» flour- 
ished well, notwithstanding it met with 
strong opposition, and that, too, from per- 
sons who have their name among Chris- 
tians; but it is now languishing. The 
fact is, there are very few persons in thii 
quarter qualified, in every respect, to ma- 
nage a Sabbath school. 

•* PRINCE ALCOHOL.*' 

Here Prince Alcohol has many subjects ; 
and there are but few to oppose his rojgn. 
He seems to be fast gaining dominion in 
this quarter, and the cause of temperance 
appears to be on the decline. 

SEEKING THE LOST. 

Since I received my commission ,T have 
twice visited the new counties West of 
this place. I found no house built for 
the worship of God ; but preached in their 
log cabins, and, generally, to larger con- 
gregations than I expected. I found very 
few members of our church, and those 
few far distant from each other; but 
nothing can be more interesting to a tnis^ 
sionary, than to bunt up the lort tbeep Stt 
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the wilderness ; to meet with those who 
receive him with open arms, and receive 
the word with joy in their hearts. Bless, 
td privilege J to be a humble follower of 
iftin, toko came into the wilderness of this 
world to seek and save them that were lost. 



From Rev, Amasa JoneSt Harmony Mis- 
sion Station, Mo, 

I have spent nij time, the last quarter, 
nt three points, viz : — Harmony, Mouth of 
Sac River, and Deep.water. In my last 
1 gave you a geographical view ofthe two 
out posts. In Harmony two deaths have 
recently occurred. One was a son of ihe 
late Mr. Stephen Fuller, formerly a mem- 
ber of Union Mission. He was young, 
but appeared to have rational views of 
death, judgment, and eternity. He gave 
evidence of being prepared for his great 
«id last change. 

The other was a female, a half-blood 
Osage ; she was for some years one of my 
pupUs, and a resident in my family. While 
with us, she was hopelully converted, and 
was some months afler admitted into the 
mission church. Some two years since 
she was married, and removed ten miles 
distant. 

A few weeks before her death, she was 
removed to the station, where she remain, 
ed until her decease. I visited her fre- 
quently, and gained pleasing evidence of 
her good estate towards God. She mani- 
fested great resignation, and appeared to 
die with a firm hope, that she was about 
to be introduced into the rest which is 
above. She departed in the full exercise 
of her reason, and without a struggle or 
a groan. 

At Sac, I usually have an interesting 
congregation. The last Sabbath I spent 
there, some few. seemed deeply impressed 
with divine truth. 

A small Sabbath school has been 
gathered, instructed by Mrs. Elizabeth 
Waldo, daughter of Rev. Wm. F. Vaill, 
former superintendent of Union Mission. 
She seems to be well qualified for the work. 
Her husband, Mr. Wm. Waldo, is much 
engaged in the cause of temperanco. N«) 
cooiety has yet been organized, but 25 or 
more have signed the pledge. Arrange- 
iBoAts are in progress for a day school. A 
pious yocing man has been engaged as a 
teacher. 

At De^pwater, the stttlement is i^uile 
Mttall. Thm peopk attsnd Moettug «^1« 



and seem to go to hear. They have it in 
contemplation to build a meeting-honsA 
this fall. The cause of temperance pros- 
pers. They have no Sabbath school, and 
it may be some time before one can ba 
established. 

On the whole, there is much cause for 
gratitude, and I see none, except what I 
find in myself, for discouragement. I 
have proof enough that the people are 
willing to attend meeting, and to listen 
to the Gospel. The fields ore white for 
the harvest, and the harvest is great, but 
the labourers are few. O that Christians, 
every where, would pray the Lord of the 
harvest to send forth labtourers into his 
harvest. 



ILLINOIS. 

From the Report of a Missionary, 

"TB CANNOT SERVE GOD AND MAMMON." 

Our congregations on the Sabbath ara 
small, but gradually increasing; and, 
though interested, as the brethren really 
seem to be, in every measure that is fitted 
to establish and give periuenency to reli. 
gious und other useful institutionit, and 
though they give willingly according to 
their ability to support them, yet the spirit 
of religion is low. 

There is an evil, a fixed, deep-rooted 
evil, that connects itself with our religious 
niovemenls in the West. It is the same 
ill every direction, so far as 1 have hud an 
opportunity to observe, — and the danger 
is, if it bo suffered to prevail, that the 
vitality of religion will die. Let it pre- 
vail a little longer, and we shall be a 
church, — professedly achurch ot the living 
God, but given to the worship of mammon. 
You must live here, some time, and be 
considerably conversant with the people, 
to be able to discover the bearing and influ. 
ence which the spirit of speculation, as it 
exists here, and as it operates in directing 
the movements of christian men, has in 
prejudicing religion, and blinding men*8 
minds to the excellence of its principles. 
The love of wealth is strong in the human 
breast, and christian people, who come 
out here professedly to do good, are as- 
sailed by the temptation, and in a multi. 
tude of cases they yield to it, and are seen 
aeaiously pursuing the policy of tfaa 
w«rld,-^making haste to be rich. They 
set thesMelvea, at once, to baying op all 
the land they can get, be it five or tea 
tiroee siora than they can occupy, that 
thay may sail j^^aia, at«n admnoed pmfiL 
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•• WeU, this Is right,»» they fay, "at we 
are thui maltiplyinf, in our hands, the 
Ineans of doing good. Tiiis is our mode 
of using the world's polioy for the sake of 
advancing a better cause." 

But the same principle is carried out into 
every branch of business, and people must 
advunee from 50 to lOU per cent., — and 
in some of their speculations they do four 
times that, or it is a poor business. This 
current is settingr strong ; Cbristianseasi. 
ly fall into it, and are seen to row ahead, — 
some of them, as eagerly as the most 
eager worldling. 

It is this consecration to the work of 
getting property, by schemes of specula- 
tion, which prejudices the cause of reli- 
gion in the minds of the impenitentv and 
which overcharges the hearts of christians, 
who are so occupied with the cares of this 
life, that their souls are unfitted for spirit, 
ual and heavenly converse, and thuy fail 
to exhibit to the world a high example of 
holy living ; consequently, the spirit of 
religion languishes, and piety hangs down 
her head. Under the means of grace, 
sinners are not converted, Christians 
sleep, and Zion is a valley of dry bones. 



From Rev, Hugh Elarr, Carrollton^ 
Greene eo.^ Ill, 

BINDRANCIS TO THE GOSPEL. 

I do not know of any very peculiar ob. 
structions to the progress of the Gospel 
amongst the people in this region. It is 
true, we have ** old school" and '* new 
school" attachments, and we feel here in 
the **far West," something of the results 
of the unhappy strife which has agituted 
the. church for years. We witness the 
rage of speculation in Unds, and have, 
day after day, exhibited to our view the 
truth of the Saviours declaration, ** ye 
cannot serve. Gud and Mammon*'* It is 
true, also, that infidelity and universalism 
have many disciples in this region, and 
that some, who cull themselves Christians 
join with them in the hue and cry against 
the benevolent chribtian efforts of the 
day. 

THE HARVEST PLENTEOUS. 

In contemplating the great amount of 
population which is pouring in upon us 
, from year to year, and spreading itself 
qver oiif exlensivo prairies, in connexion 
with the ikct tlftit there are few, very few, 
to tereakthe bread of lifp to these perishing 
Urouaandi, my hMrt woakl sink within 



me, were it not for the promises of God. 
**.The harvest, truly, is plenteous, but the 
labourers are few." How importunate 
ought we to be in prayer, that the Lord of 
the harvest would send forth labourers 
into his harvest. 



NEW-YORK. 

Evangelical German Reformed Church in 
New.York City, 

The following report is from Rev. John 
Rudy, minister, stationed in the city of New- 
York by the Miss. Society of the German Re-* 
formed Church. By the terms of connexkin be- 
tween that society and the A. H. M. S., a por- 
tion of the aid he receives is derived from, and his 
reports are rendered to the latter society. The 
section of the city where his labours, are be* 
stowed is crowded with Germans ; it having l 
been ascertained, by labourious personal viai- i 'T 
tation, that within the distauce of six blocks, ' 
from the site selected for the erection of their 
contemplated church, no less than eight hun- 
dred and nineteen Grerman families reside. As 
these are chiefly mechanics, they may be ex- 
pected to continue in the city, and to' present 
a claim for evangelical labour unusually press- 
ing. 

In compliance with the terms laid down 
in my commission, I hasten to give a brief 
statement of labour performed, and of 
facts which have come under my observa- 
tion. To give you a better idea of my 
labours, you will permit me to commence 
from the 29th of November lajt ; fortheti 
it Was, that I first preached in the city, in 
the morning to about 20, and in the even- 
ing to about 50 persons 

SABBATH SCHOOL ORGANIZED. 

On the first Sabbath in December, I com- 
menced a Sabbath School, to be kept every 
Sabbath aflernooii. I made application to 
the New-York Union, aud we were re- 
ceived under their care, and have shared 
their kind liberalities. 

HOUSE OF WORSHIP NEEDED. 

One of the greatest disadvantages under 
which I have had to labour, and must still 
labour, is the want of a suitable church to 
preach in, and places for schools. From 
the month of January to the month of 
May, the Young Men's Missionary So- 
ciety of the Reformed Dutch Church gave 
us their church to worship in, on Sabbath 
eveiiiDgs»— majr the Lord bl«M them for 
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Mb chHitlaB ael. The meetinga h«ld in 
ihit charch ooRyinced every impartial ob. 
eerrer, that in oaee a suitable place of 
worship was erected on the rijfht spot, 
and a rain inter of ap'Cstolio spirit was to 
preach the Gospel in it, hundreds of the 
poor Germans would become interested in 
religion, who now permit their children 
to run in the streets on the Lord's day, 
and who themselves only go to church on 
particular occasions. 

CHURCH GATHERED. 

On the third of January last, we, by 
divine assfstance, organized a church, 
which, by way of distinction, is to be 
known by the name of the Evangelical Ger- 
man Reformed Church in the city of New. 
York. rWe commenced the church with 
43 menibers, — our present number is 67. 

This infant church, under all itsdisad. 
vantages, and amidst all the opposition 
from the wicked one, and those who are 
his slaves, whether under the cloak of 
religion or otherwise, has stood, and has 
gradually been advancing, both in num. 
bers and in strength, — and I have reason 
to bless the great Lord of the harvest for 
employing me, with all my short comings, 
thus far, in sowing the seed and cultiva- 
ting a field which promises, if proper 
means are used, a great and glorious har- 
vest* I hope I feel grateful towards those 
who have enabled me to labour among this 
class of people. 

WOREfWa MEMBERS. 

There is one thing which I must no* 
forget to mention. There are some be* 
longing to this little band who do, what, I 
believe, never before has been done by any 
o^the members of the Grerman churches in 
this city. Some of the members are will- 
ing to take the IHtle messengers of mercy 
ealled tracts, and go from house to house 
where they can find a German family, 
and not only deliver the tracts, with a 
word of advice where it is practicable, 
but inquire whether they have the Bible, 
so that every German family in their 
sphere of labour which is destitute of the 
bread of life may obtain it. They also 
encourage the children to go to Sabbath 
schools. 

PRATING MEMBERS. 

Though our number of praying mem- 
bers is small, we still have some who pray 
in public. It is very onoommon to hear 
of members belonging to a German 
Church' in tha city of New- York who 
pray in pablie ; and have we not oaast 



to iear, that those who neglect fkmily^ 
and public prayer, neglect, also, closet 
prayer ? 

We have two weekly prayer .meetings. 
I am sorry that they are not so well at- 
tended as I should like to see them. But, 
as it is something so uncommon and new, 
among the Germans in New- York, to go 
to a prayer.meeting, we can only hope 
and pray that the Lord may soon convince 
the members of our Germanchurches, that 
if ever a revival of religion shall take 
place among' them, it will be in answer to 
prayer. O, may the Lord in mercy look 
down tkpon this highly interesting, but 
hitherto too much neglected portion of 
his moral vineyard ; come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe upon thesA 
slain, that they may live. 

WHO WILL TEACH IN THE SABBATH SCHOOL t 

Our Sabbath schools are. interesting, 
especially the English. I have not the 
least doubt, that if we had a sufficient 
number of teachers of the right sort, and 
a suitable place to teach in, we should, in 
a short time, have one of the most flour- 
ishing schools in this city, j 

WHO WILL BRING HIS OFFERING FOR THE 
TEMPLE OF THE LORO 7 

We ho^e to commence build ihg a hone» 
of worship, as soon as the contru buttons 
of the christian public shall warrant the 
undertaking. May it please the Lord to 
incline the hearts of all those who take an 
interest in the temporal and spiritual wel- 
fare of the .Germans, to enable us, hoi 
only soon to commence, but to finish and 
occupy a building, which shall be to us 
none otherihan the house of God and the 
gate of Heaven. I am well convinced 
that the Lord, who takes no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked, but who would 
have all men come to the knowledge of 
the truth and live, will do his part, if we 
do ours; and I verily believe, that tho 
people of God in this city, only want to 
become acquainted with this enterprise, 
with the destitute condition of the Ger- 
man population among them, and they 
will take pleasure in helpmg to build the « 
temple of the Lord. 

40,000 GERMANS IN THE CITT OF NEW-TORK. 

If information can be relied on, there 
are 40,000 Germans in this city, but 
there are only three churches and two 
rooms to worship in, for this great multi- 
tude. One of these churches is Roman 
Ci^tholie, the othere are Fjrotettant; bat 
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in theee churches only tb« morning Mrriea 
h in German. In one of the two rooms, 
till of late, they had but one service on the 
Sabbath. Now, where avid by whom are 
these Germans to he taught the way oflife? 
Who is to bring their children ^into the 
Sabbath school, that they may be saved 
from ignorance, and crime, and death eter- 
nal ? May the great Head of the church 
remember, in all the compassion of Cal- 
vary, the Grermans of this city, and may 
he cause his children if* inquire what they 
shall do for their salvation. 

Christians of New-York, will you not in- 
quire of conscience and of God, what is your 
duty towards these scores of thousands of poor, 
perishing Germans at your door? For their 
sake, and for the sake of Him, who bore their 
sins and yours in his ntrn bod^^ on the tree, 
will you not give them the bread of life ? 



From Rtv^B, V. HalU La-prairie, Lower 
Canada, 

DISCOURAGING PROSPECTS. 

It is now one year since I began my 
missionary labour in this place. I had 
heard much about the people here, both 
before and after I set out to come to Ca- 
nada. One good man, with whom Icon- 
versed while on my journey, told roe lie 
was well acquainted with this country, 
and he expressed his regret that I was 
coming to La^ prairie, for, said he, *'it is 
^e Sodom of all Lower Canada. There 
are not rtgbteons men enough in it to save 
k, and I consider all labour in such plaoe 
If entirely useless.** 

Such reports nearly destroyed all my 
hopes of being useful, but as I had receiv- 
ed instmctions togo to La.prairie, I could 
not do otherwise than go forward, and J 
did it, with the full expectation of seeing 
nvany of "the nons of Anak in the land." 
On my arrival here, I found a small band 
of the professed followers of Christ, who 
]mu1 reomitly been organized into achurch, 
by the Rev. W. F. Curry. I made it my 
business to visit the members of the 
ehoroh, all of which spoke of serione 
trials, and the many difficulties with 
which they were surrounded. I thought 
that -so many eomplainla bet(^ened no 
good. • 

uoBT m BAuarsss. 

OMrtUnf , hew^^er, I saw, vhieli gwf 



me aonw oostolation ; tnong all their 
complaints, I heard no one member of th# 
church find ianlt with another, but tlMjr 
seemed to have learned the christian duty 
of •• loving one another." 

The first meeting I attended was a pray, 
er meeting, and when I heard them aU 
breathe out their fervent supplioation 
before a throne of grace, I felt tliat the 
Lord was in their midst, and seemed to 
say by his Spirit, *' fear not, little flock, H 
is your Father's good pleasure to give yoa 
the kingdom." 

EFFICAOT OF PRATER. 

We established three or four weekly 
prayer-meetings in different parts of th« 
village. For some time, none but the 
members of the church could be prevailed 
on to attend these meetings ; but although 
the impenitent were not present, they 
were not forgotten by Christians in their 
prayers. After several weeks, four or five 
impenitent persons were seen in the pray, 
ing circle. It was soon manifest that the 
Spirit Was striving with them, and they 
were constrained to inquire what they 
should do to be saved. One young wo- 
man, who had lived roost ef lier life in 
the city of New-York, and had recently 
come to this place to spend the winter 
with a relative, appeared to have a deep 
sense Of her sins. Stie said she had been 
taught the duty of loving God by a pioue 
mother, and that she had set under ihe 
sound of the Gospel from early childhood. 
But she confessed that she had misim. 
proved every privilege, and 4iad of^en 
grieved away the Holy Spirit. Shenequest. 
ed Christians to pray for her, and soon 
thought that she found the Saviour to be 
preoious to her eoul. She has sinoe cen* 
fessed him before the world, by uniting 
with -the people of God. Two or three 
others, about the same time, thonght thai 
they had paesed from death unto life. 

SEASON OF REFRESHING. 

About the first of December our nneet. 
ings became very solemn and deeply in- 
teresting. Among the impenitent who 
attended our prayer-meetings were seen 
several individuals, who had for years ih. 
sented themselves from any place of reli. 
gious worship. They now began to feel 
that they were not disinterested speeta. 
tors, bet that religion was a subject in 
which ik^y were intereated, and thattbej 
had eometfaing to do to be eaved. With* 
in a ^Bm wee^, eboQt eighteen proleBsed 
to have snbmitted their hearte to God, 
iiwelee jof whom Jiave eince «qited with 
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oar oharch. During tho months of Feb- 
ruwy, March, April, and May, the Lord 
was in our ipidst by his Spirit, ** couvin- 
cing of 81D, of righteousness, and of judg. 
ment to come," and qaito a number, I 
trust, were persuaded to flee from the 
wratli to come, and lay hoid on the hope 
set before them in the Gospel. There have 
been added to our little church, during the 
past year, on profession of their faith, 32, 
and 5 by letters from other churches. 
Others, we trust, have been converted, 
some of whom have united with other 
churches, and some have not, as yet, uni. 
ted with any church. Though the num- 
ber is not large who have been born again, 
and we have great reason to mourn when 
we see the thousands of dying souls around 
us, yet, surrounded as we are by error, 
superstition, and idolatry in its worst 
form, we feel that God hath done great 
things for us, whereof we are glad, — to 
his name be all the glory. 

A GOOD WAT TO EXPRESS GRATITUDE. 

Our congregation feel under great ob- 
ligation to the A. H« M. Society, for tl)e 
aid they have receivod from them, and as 
an expression of their gratitude, they have 
contributed to that Society ^100 during 
the past year, $50 to the A. B. C. F. M., 
930 to Sabbath schools, and about $25 
to the temperance cause. 

MISSIONART EXCURSIONS. 

I have endeavoured, so far as I could, 
to abide by the general instructions an- 
nexed to my commission, but so loud has 
been the " Macedonian cry" for help from 
the the north and the south, from the cast 
and the west, that I have ventured to put 
a liberal construction on one of the injunc- 
tions, and instead of spending all my time 
in this place, I have spent three months 
in missionary labour, during which I have 
travelled more than 3000 miles, distributed 
12,000 pages of tracts, and 100 numbers 
of the eight report of the American Tern- 
perance Society. These tracts and re- 
ports have, in most instances, been grate, 
fully received, and, I hope, have done some 
good. 

In these missionary excursions, I have 
endeavoured to ascertain the moral con- 
dition of the country, to preach the Gos. 
pel in public and in private, to warn the 
wicked, to instruct the ignorant, to con- 
sole the afflicted, and encourage the 
Christian. In some places where I preach- 
ed, the people were bo anxious to hear, 
that they would stand in the open air, 

Vol. IX. 15 



even in cold days during the winter, rather 
than be deprived ot a privilege that they 
seldom enjoyed. 

** ONE MORE SERMON BEFORE I DIE." 

In the town of I found about 1000 

Protestant inhabitants, nearly all famish* 
irig for the bread of life. Here I preached 
to a large and attentive cengiegation, and 
during the excreises, the eyes of all, both 
old and young, wore filled with tears. At 
the close of the meeting, one old lady 
came to me and said, ** bless God, that I 
live to see this day ; — I have not heard a 
sermon before in twelve years, but blessed 
be God, that I have had tho privilege of 
hearing one more sermon before I die.** 

HOPE FOR CANADA. 

I hdvQ seen much that would pain the 
heartof a Ciiristiun, but I will not attempt 
to describe it. Could a Jeremiah behold 
tliis land, methinks he would exclaim as 
he did of old, '' O that my head were 
waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears.** 
But while there is reason to mourn, thero 
is also reason to rejoice. The day has 
come, when Christians begin to feel, and 
acty and pray for Canada. I doubt not 
their prayers will be heard, and that the 
Lord will send forth labourers into this 
part of his vineyard, to gather the wheat 
into his garner. 

OBSTACLES TO THE SUCCESS OP THE GOSPEL. 

But I am convinced, that many obsta- 
cles must be removed, l)efore "the word of 
the Lord shall have free course and be 
glorified" in this country. To say nothing 
of the thousands of the devoted followers 
of the •* Beast,*' who are pledged to op- 
pose the spread of the Gospel, there 
are many other obstructions. I shall men- 
tion only three, — Intemperance, Sabbath- 
breakings and Ignorance. 

Ist. Intemperance. — I have not statis- 
tics before me,^sufficient to give an accu- 
rate statement of the amount annually 
consumed in this province : but, from what 
I have seen during the past year, I should 
judge that it was immense. Very many 
of the people are extremely poor', and I 
have no doubt tliat nearly all their poverty 
is occasioned, directly or indirectly, by 
ardent spirits. Many families, while they 
beg their bread or go without it, have 
plenty of whisky^ and while thousands of 
the *' chosen lambs of Mother Church** 
are nearly in a state of starvation, and are 
burning up both body and seul'in the 
liquid element, it is well known, that 
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many of the Catholic priofts are opposed 
lo every effort to prevent intemperance ; 
and that they drea(> a temperance refor- 
mation among the people, as they would 
the plague; they know too well, that if 
their people become temper atu, they will 
not pay proper homage to **the Mother of 
HwrloU*' 

Butt Roman Catholics are not the only 
people who pay tribute to Alcohol; but 
many of the Protesiants sacrifice all they 
have at his shrine. 

Some with whom I have conversed, 
never heard of a temperance society, and 
when told that people can live without 
rum and brandy, appear to doubt it. 
Many others have heard of such a society 
•*by the hearing of the ear," but their 
eyes never saw one, and the numbers 
who touch not and taste not, are **few 
and far between.*' Hence the importance 
of a great temperance reformation, in 
order that the kingdom of God may come 
with power. 

2d. Violation of the Sabbath. — Where 
intemperance prevails, as it does in this 
country, it is unnecessary to say, that the 
Sabbath is nearly swept away. There is 
a Seventh Day observed here, but instead 
of being kept as the Lord's day, by many 



it is only observed as a day of mirth and 
folly. On this day, Bacchus receive* 
double homage. On this day, from our 
sanctuary, may be seen more buyers and 
sellers in the shambles than on any other 
day. From the same place, may be seen 
twice the usual number of passengers -in 
the steamboats and rail.road cars ; and not 
unfrequently, may be seen those from the 
states who are called Chriatian$t and keep 
the Sabbath, when at home, but, who pass 
on in the crowd here on the Sabbath, as 
though they had got beyond the juriadic- 
Hon of the King Eternal, because they 
have got into Canada. Surely the Sal>. 
bath must bo better observed, before the 
Gospel can have its legitimate influence 
upon the souls of men. 

3d. Ignorance. — This is extensive and 
deplorable. There is great need of good 
common schools, and of Sabbath schools ; 
but I have not room to enlarge on this 
point. I will conclude, by asking Chris- 
tians to remember Canada in their pray, 
ors, — remember those who are endeavour- 
ing to disseminate light and truth in this 
dark and benighted country ; "pray thai 
the word of the Lord may have free course 
and be glorified." 



MISCELLANEOUS. 



ANNIVERSARY OF THE MAINE MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 

The anniversary of the Maine Mission. 
ary Society was held in Augusta, Wed. 
nesday, June 22. The annual report of 
the trustees was read by Rev. Samuel 
Johnson, Corresponding Secretary and 
General Agent of the Society. Addresses 
were made by Rev. Milton Badger, Asso. 
ciate Sec. of the A. H. M. S., Rev. Wm. 
J. Armstrong, one of the Secretaries of I 
the A. B. C. F. M., Rev. N. Murray, of 
Elizabethtown, N. J., Rev. Dr. Ely, of 
Monson, Mass., Rev. Mr. Carruthers, one 
of the missionaries of the Society, and Rev. 
Mr. Brown, of St. Petersburg, Russia. 

From the report of the Society, it ap- 
peared, that the income of the year had 
been $11,000 ; 94 missionaries had been 
in commission, and had laboured in 147 
different congregations ; 23 of these con. 
gregations had enjoyed precious revivals 
of religion; more than 400 had been hope, 
fblly c6nverted ; 27 meeting-houses had 
been built; four churches had beenorgani. 
zed ; 21 pastors had been settled, and seven 



others had received invitations to settle. 
The prospects of the Society were never 
before so encouraging. There was agrea* 
waking up, in many places, to the impor. 
tance of the stated ministrations of the 
Gospel ; and the churches, whom God had 
made the almoners of his bounty, seemed 
determined to rest not from their labours^ 
till the great valley of the East, as well as 
of the West, should become as the garden 
of the Lord. 

ANNIVERSARY OF TBB CONNBCTICOT MISSION-' 
ARY SOCIETY. 

The anniversary of the Connecticut 
Missionary Society ;nras held in Norfolk, 
on Wednesday, June 22, in connexion 
with the meeting of the General Associa^ 
tton of the state. The annual report of 
the directors was read, by Rev. Horace 
Hooker, Secretary of the Society ; and 
addresses were made by Rev. L. £. La- 
throp, and Rev. Dr. Beecher. 

The whole amount raised for Home 
Missions in Connecticut during the year, 
was $13,746 01 ; 41 feeble churches in 



Digitized by 



Google 



1836.] 



THE HOME MISSIONARY. 



IIS 



the state had received assiitance; $1500 
had been expended in Rhode Island ; one 
missionary had been sustained in Missouri, 
and $5,205 26 had been paid into the 
treasury of the American Home Mission, 
ary Society. More had been raised, by 
upwards of $2,000, for Home Missions, 
this year, than in the year preceding, — on 
indication, that the great work,whicii the 
churches in Connecticut so early and so 
successfully commenced, they mean not 
to relinquish, till our whole land shall be- 
come ImmanuePs. 

ANNIYERSART OF THE ESSEX SOUTH HOME 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

The Anniversary of the Essex South 
Home Missionary Society was held in 
Salem, Mass., Wednesday, July 13th, in 
connexion with the anniversaries of the 
Bible, Education, Foreign Missionary, 
and Sabbath School Societies of the same 
district. The report of the Home Mis. 
•ionary Society was read by John Punch- 
ard, Esq., and addresses were made by 
Rev. Milton Badger, Associate Secretary 
of the A. H. M. S.,— Rev. Dr. Storrs, 
Secretary of the Mass. Missionary So- 
ciety, and Rev. Dr. Beechcr. The exer- 
cises of this sisterhood of anniversaries 
were deeply interesting, and will long be 
remembered by those who had tho happi- 
I to attend them. 



ANNIVERSARY OF THE HOME MISSIONARY SO. 
CIETY OF THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF FAIR- 
FIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT. 

The anniversary of this society was 
held in Norwalk, Tuesday, Sept 6. The 
anncial report was read by Rev. Edwin 
Hall, of Norwalk, Secretary of the So. 
ciety ; and addresses were made by Rev. 
Milton Badger, Associate Secretary of 
the A. H. M. S., and Hon. Roger M. 
Sherman, of Fairfield. 

The officers of the Society for the en- 
Miing year 



PRESIDENT. 

Hon. Clark Bissell, Norwalk. 

VICB-FRESIDENTS. 

Hon. Roger M. Sherman, Fairfield. 
Rev. Nathaniel Hewitt, D. D., Bridgeport. 



Hawley Olmsteadt Eiq*i Wilton. 
Rev. Theophilus Smith, New Canaan. 

SECRETARY. 

Rev. Edwin Hall, Norwalk. 

TREASURER. 

Dea. George St. John, Norwalk. 

I 

AUDITOR. 

Dea. Eliphalet St. John, New Canaan. 



SALT THAT HAS LOST ITS SAVOUR. 

** How large a portion of the Christians that 
have come here from the East, ore like salt 
that has loBt its savour !*' said an eider in a 
church in Michigan, when conversing on the 
religious state of ihe new settlements. He 
went on to mention individual cases of aposta* 
cy, in persons whom he had once known to 
stand high in the church of God, when sur- 
rounded by the guards and influences of Chris- 
tian society in the older states. " In short,*' 
said he, ** I am of opinion, that the temptations 
to worldUness, that meet the Christian iu this 
new country, are quite as severe a test of cha- 
racter, as would be even the fires of persecu- 
tion, O they try a man thoroughly— and, alas, 
how few can abide the trial unhurt." 

A missionary of the A. H. M. S. in Ohio 
confirms the views of the elder above mention- 
ed, by the following remark, which we publish 
from his quarteriy repon. 

" It is a great evil for members of our 
eastern churches, to be suffered to remove 
from the watch and care of their respective 
churches, without letters to some other 
church, and to remain absent, firom 3 to 10 
years or more, without ever being called ta 
account. But such is the case, as is often 
found in these new settlements. And it is 
astonishing that professors of religion can 
depart so far from duty, and lose so com- 
pletely all the essential features of the Chris- 
tian, as very many of them do. When I 

first went to , I fo«nd more apostate 

professors living in that place than there 
were members of the church ; and, what is a 
source of pain to me, I never, during seven 
years mimstcrial labours there, had the sa- 
tisfaction of seeing one of them restored. 
AH waxed worse and worse. ^ 



MUawnary Appointments by the Executive Committee of ihe A. JET. M. S., 
from August 16/A, to September 15<A, 1886. 

Re-appointment8. 1 Rev. James B. Wilcox, PortM«vlIle, N. Y. 

RtT. A. W.Gray, Panama, N.Y. Rev. Anthony McBeynokii, ifimdatf and vwuiity 

p.^^o^^o^^X^.J^.i.r,f^.Y. ^-.dN Butts, Brwin 0«..r a«d Addi«,n 

««v.AlvahLilIey,Newficld,N.Y. 11 ^- * * 
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R«Y. CfhnrTei BowIm, Moira, N. T. 

Rav. Stephen Ellis, Conklin, N. Y., and Great 

Bend. Pa. 
Rev. Alfred Ketchum, Bethany, Pa. 
Rev. Cyrus L. Warson, Du Buques, Mo. 
Rev. Jonathan Kitchell. Peru, N. Y. 
Rev. Joseph Vance, Coonton, N. .T. 
Rev. J. A. Carnahiin, Dayton and Oxford Church* 

ea, Ind. 

Missionaries not in Commission last year. 
Rev. A. P. Brooks, Perrinton, N. Y. 



Rev. John Iveson, Wolcolt, N. Y. 

Rev. Jopeph Anderson, New Hope Ch., Mo. 

Rev. P. K. Williams, Baldwinsville, N. Y. 

Fev. Firam Hamilton, Hamilton, N. Y. 

■Rev. Jeremiah WoodrufT Chenango Forkd, N. Y: 

Rev. Levvife A. Wirkes, Antwerp, Jef. co., N. Y. 

Rev. Jereminh K. Barnee, tog:oto Illinois. 

Rev. Henry Benedict, to goto Ohio. 

Rev. .Tolin Rudy, Ev. Ger. Ref. Ch., N. Y. City. 

Rev. Henry Miller, Loudon, Franklin co., Pa. 

Rev. Alfred Wright, to go to Mo. 



The Treasurer of the American Home Missionary Society acknowledges the 
receipt of the following smis,from Avgvsi 16ih, to September 16th, 1836. 



MASSACHUSETTS— 
Hampshire, Miss. Soc, per E. Williams, 
Treas., of which 30 is from Williams- 
bura^h, to const. Mrs. Minerva Lord a 
L. M., and 30 from the Young Men's D. 
M. S., of South Hadley, to const. Obed 
Montague a L. M. 
Northampton, Ladies H. M. S. 
RHODE-ISLAND— 
Kingston, Fem. Miss. Soc, to const. Rev. 

Charles P. Grosvenor a L. M. 
Providence, Benef. Cong. Sab. Sch., per 
S. 8. Ward well, 
CONNECTICUT— 
Greenwich, Stillson Benev. Soc, per Miss 
^arah Lewis, Treas. 
NEW-YORK- 
Davenport, Ch. and Cong., per Rev. T. 

Redfield, 
Homer, Amos Rice, to const. Loring A. 
Rico a L. M. 
Jfew- York CUv, viz': — 

Toung MenU H. M. S., Rev. A. Peters, 
50-, O. R. Kingsbury, 5; S. F. Pholps, 
25 ; B. Douglass, 5 ; J. W. Pitkin, 5 ; A. 
G. Norwood, 25, 
Blfftcker-st. Ch.. Mon. con. coll., per M. 
Wilbur, 9,12 ; S. P. York, 2; J. P. Tap- 
pen, 15; J. A«pinwall, 20, 
dntrdCk,, W.Williams, 
Mvrray-sU Ch., J. R. Whiting, 10 ; A. 
R, Walsh and Mrs. Walsh, for France, 
20 ; W. J. Cochran, 5 ; 68 Murray st., 5. 
South J?tUch Ch., J. D. Keese, 
West C*., Sab. Sch., per G. Robbins, 

Treas., 
Rensselaerville, - bequest of Jonathan 

Crocker, dec, per A. Crocker, Exr., 
Rochester, Rev. C. Dewey, 20 ; Friend, 3, 

for France, 
flaiem, Fem. Benev. Soc, per Eliz. Bil- 
lings, Treas., 
NEW-JERSEY— 
Boonton, Presb. Ch., per Rev. J. Vance, 
Fairfield, Rov. Ethan Osborn, to const, 
himself and his son Robert, Life Ment- 
bers, 
Morristdwn, Fragment Society, 
Newark, 1st Ch. coll. in part, 40 ; Wm. 
Rankin, 100 ; David Tichenor, L. M.. 
30, 
Shrewsbury^ Presb. Ch., per Rev. J. H. 

Woodward, 
Washington Corners, Fem. H. M. S., per 



Mifs Eunice Nash, Treas^ 
A Lady, per J. M. " ' 
PENNSYLVANIA 



Bethany, Friend, 
Honesdale, Miss. Soc, per Mr». E. C. 
Kirtland, 
FhUadslphin, viz # 
Rev. Mr. lh{jgUUr» CA., in part, 



500 00 
50 00 



30^0 
75 00 

250 00 

21 16 
30 00 

115 00 

46 12 
200 

40 00 
30 00 

100 00 
40 00 
23 00 

200 00 
28 00 



60 00 
100 00 



170 00 

32 25 

20 00 
1 tX) 

75 

14 00 

59 00 



Eleventh Ch., 26 26 

Congregational Ch., Mon Con. coll,, 5 79 

Three individuals, 110; D. W. Prescott, 
20 , Rev. G. N. Judd, reed, for supply- 
ing a pulpit, 10, ^ 140 00 
Kensington, i on 

DELAWARE— 

Wilmington, Rev. E. W. Gilbert, 20 00 

SOUTH CAROLINA- 
Co'umbia, G. T. Snowden, 100 00 

OHIO— 
Huron Ch., 4 50 

JNDfANA— 

Dayton. Rev. .T. A. Carnahan. 6 25 

Knnxville, Mrs. Owen, per Rev. E. P. 

Noel, i 50 

HOME iMISSIONARY, 28 08 

8227D 86 
KNOWLES TAYI.OR, Treasurer. 



Receipts of the Western .Agency, at Geneva, 
from .August 11 to September 11, 1836, 
Attica, Ladies' Sewing Society, * 
Erst Avon, Dr. C. LitUe, 25: J. Pierwwi, 

25 ; others, ?9, 
East Bloomfield, Ladies, 33,91 ; others, in 

part, 17, 
East Groton, per Mr. Iveson, 
Erwin Center, per Rev. Mr. Bctts, 
Geneseo, Allen Ayrault, 
Geneva, R. Haskell, 
Ithaca, Daniel Bates, Esq., 
Livonia, 

Pine Grove, per^Rev. J, S. Emery, 
Pitti»ford, 
Prattsburgh, legacy of Samuel Hayes to 

const. Mrs. Anna Hayes L. M. 50; 

others, 7,25, 



JV. F., 
15 00 
89 00 



50 91 


16 75 


450 


100 00 


487 


100 00 


900 


5 81 


32 50 


' 5725 



f 485 50 



Receipts of the Central .Agency at Utica. 
from July 20tA to Sept. llth, 1836. 

Adams, per Rev. Mr. Pratt, 

Augusta, Young Ladies' Benev. Soc, 

Binghampton, per R. Mather, 

Champion, 

El bridge, Fem. H. M. S., 

Fayetteville, Presb. Soc, 

Houseville, per Rev. J. Murdock, 

Huevelton, 

Mnnlius, Presb. Soc, 

Marcellus, do. 

Oppenheim and^Stratford, 

Rackett's Harbour, 

Syracuse, Presb Soc. Ladiet, 



JV. F„ 



25 00 


5 00 


35 00 


14 37 


10 ."lO 


30 51 


500 


3 31 


44 47 


37 39 


25 00 


37 31 


80 00 



$353 86 
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AMERICAiy PASTOR'S JOURPTAL., 

. OR, 
8KBTCHE8 OF REAL CHARACTERS, CONYERSATIONS, AND BTRIKINa FACTS, FURNISHED 
CHIEFLY BT CLERGYMEN. 



SKETCH OF C C . 

[Foraiahed by a Clergyman.] 

He was the son of wealthy parents, 
living in , His father wbs a pro- 
fessional man, of considerable talent 
and influence, whose great object 
seemed to be the acquisition of wealth. 
He was, however, willing to spend 
considerable sums on the education of 
his children, and to grant them indul- 
gences equally unfavourable to their 
morals and their progress in acquiring 
knowledge. " Jtfoney," freely furnish- 
ed to minors at school or college, not 
unfrequently, proves the " root of all 
evil:' 

C C , at an early age, was 

placed at a seminary, where he seems 
to have made little progress in acqui- 
ring knowledge, or forming correct 
habits, but alarming progress in dis- 
simulation, profaneness, and sensuality. 
In these, his progress was such as to 
alarm his friends, after several years 
experiment, and he wag removed to a 

school in , at the age of 14. Here, 

he came under influences to which he 
had been before a stranger. His 
teachers were men of prayer, who de- 
sired the moral, not less than the intel- 
lectual improvement of those placed 
under their care. Restrained from the 
nse of profane language, by the laws of 
the institution, and the moral influences 
around him, during his waking hours ^ 
yet, such was the force of habit, that 
in sleep, the most horrid oaths, and the 
most obscene language were frequently 
littered. To this fact his attention was 
called. He Was alarmed, and promised 
zealously to strive to correct all his 
evil habits. 

After a few months, he was led to 
perceive the influence of the Gospel on 



the hearts and lives of those by whom 
he was surrounded, and became nomi- 
nally convinced of the truths of reli- 
gion. A very decided change was 
observable in his habits and feelings, 
and the hope was cherished "by his 
instructors, that he might become, not 
only a distinguished scholar, as his 
talents were of a high order, but a 
truly moral youth. He freely acknow- 
ledged the claims of the Bible, which 
he had never before read, and declared 
his full conviction, that religious people 
were alone truly happy. 

When about 15, it pleased God to 
grant the Holy Spirit, to awaken many 
of his associates to a view of their sin- 
fulness, and to enable them to flee to 
the only hope for perishing men. The 
attention of C C was power- 
fully arrested. He seemed deeply con- 
vinced of the depravity of his heart, 
and, afler a few days, professed a hope 
that he had been born again. Both 
his instructors and pastor were inclined 
to think favourably of his exercises. 
Indeed, there was a most obvious 
change in him. He became very at- 
tentive to the means of grace, took 
great apparent delight in prayer, and 
in all respects seemed, for several 
months, to run well. 
• He requested permission to spend 
the succeeding vacation, on a visit to 
some friends who resided at a conside- 
rable distance, and was allowed to do 
so, as his teachers were ignorant of 
their character. They were wealthy 
and intelligent, but most hostile to reli- 
gion ; being either infidels or univer- 
salists. Their bitter sarcasm was 
liberally employed with him ; and, at 
the close of vacation he returned ; but, 
alas ! with feelings diflTering very much 
from those he had previously cherished. 
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He was admonished of his dan^r, and 
freely promised to return to the path 
from which he had wandered. Buti 
having once yielded to the influence of 
temptation, he found it a difficult work, 
and within a few months, he was pre- 
pared to associate with those, who, like 
himself, had grieved away the Spirit of 
God. , 

In order to silence the upbraidings 
of conscience, and rid^ himself of the 
fettraints of a religious family, he 
changed his place of board to a public 
house. For a few months, there was 
nothing very alarming in his conduct. 
His studies were prosecuted with|[con- 
siderable^interest^'and his'habits were 
not known to be such, as to call for 
strong censure, though fearful appre- 
hensions were entertained that wine, 
and perhaps, brandy, were occasionally 
brought to his room for convivial pur- 
poses. 

Afler a' visit toother friends, and an 
absence of a few months, it was appa- 
rent that a deep declension had taken 
place. During devotional exercises in 
the seminary, and while religious in- 
43truction was communicated, he seem- 
ed unable to control his passions ; his 
countenance indicated mingled rage 
und^horror. 

At this time I had frequent inter- 
views with him, and freely expressed 
•my fears and apprehensions, and en- 
deavoured faithfully to portray his 
danger. At first, he affected astonish- 
ement at my suggestions, and denied, 
that there were any important altera- 
tions^ in his feelings. But, he soon con- 
fessed, that it filled him with horror to 
read^the Bible, or' hear prayer. He 
was aflfectionately entreated to for- 
sake those companions he had chosen, 
to return to those^he had forsake^, 
and to change entirely his course. His 
danger, and rapid approach to ruin, were 
pointed out, and, with an awful presen- 
timent of speedy judgment from the 
band of God, if he did not then yield 
to the conviction of duty, he was told, 
that, such was the light against which 
he was sinning, God^ would be just^ in 
speedily making him a beacon to others 
of the consequences of denying the 
Saviour, and rejecting his grace, — but 
he was unmoved and unreclaimed. 

His negligence of study, and viola- 



tion of the laws of the seminary, soon 
after, made it necessary to resort to 
stronger measures. He was^ again 
admonished, and was informod that his 
connexion with the institution! must 
cease, or he must conform to its re- 
quirements. To the latter he did not 
submit, and, therefore, left it in dis- 
grace. 

The information which reached me 
within a few months, and whichjis all 
that I have been able to learn of his 
subsequent career is this : — He attach- 
ed himself to the institution at -^— , in 
a neighbouring state, and a few months 
after, with another young man, started 
in a carriage to attend a ball in a neigh- 
bouring town. While on the way, his 
companion observed that he was ill, 
and called to the driver to stop. Poor 

C — C instantly exclaimed," no, 

drive the horses into hell as soon €u pos' 
sibley* and almost instantly expired ! 

Is the reader a young man, let him 
remember, when tempted to deny his 
Lord, let him remember the end of this 
unhappy youth, — 

** Leit God, in vengeaneo drest, 
Should rougo his wrath, and swear, 
You that despised my prontised rest, 
Shall have no portion there.*' 



Deacon S , or a deep peeling of 

responsibiltty essential to indi- 
vidual usefulness. 

[Furnished by a Clergyman.] 

In the town (»f — , in the state 
of Vermont, where the bounty of the 
A. H. M. S. has aided a feeble church 
in sustaining the Gospel for several 
years, lived Deacon S. For more than 
17 years, he was the only deacon of the 
church, and during a great part of that 
time their only spiritual leader. He 
made a profession of religion when the 
church was organized. It then con- 
sisted of only eight members, and be 
was unanimously elected deacon. He 
was then about twenty-seven years of 
age. For a long time after its organi- 
zation, this church had no place of meet- 
ing, except a room in a private house; 
and no preaching except the occasional 
labours of a travelling missionary, or 
the services of aneigh^uring pastor at 
a communion season. But from the 
time the church was organized, until 
the death of Deacon S.f public service 
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was regularly kept up on the Sabbath, 
when they were without a pastor, and 
one or more prayer meetings were held 
during the week. At these meetings 
Deacon 8. always officiated. It was 
mainly through his individual exer- 
tions, that the first pastor was settled, 
and sustained for five years. This 
church has enjoyed several precious 
revivals of religion, by which its num- 
bers were increased from eight to near- 
ly one hundred. Some of the most in- 
teresting of these revivals took place, 
when they were destitute of the stated 
means of grace, and are to be attribu- 
ted, as to human instrumentality, to 
Deacon S. Many now alive, and some 
who have gone to their rest, ascribed 
their first serious impressions to his ex- 
hortations, and kind and faithful warn- 
ings and counsels. By dint of the 
most perse veringefibrts, and assuming 
large responsibilities himself, about 
eight years ago, this church was ena- 
bled to erect a house for God. 

Is it asked, how a mechanic, of limit- 
ed intellectual qualifications and pe- 
cuniary means, could accomplish so 
much for the cause of Christ? I answer, 
it was **a deep feeling of his individual 
retponiibitity," He felt like one to 
whom Jesus Christ had said, *^ Son, so 
work to day in my vineyard," and who 
expected that his Master would *' come 
and reckon with him." The "well 
done" of that master, was what he 
aimed to secure. The traits of cha- 
racter in which he is worthy of imita- 
tion are — 

1. Activity. Prom the time he 
made a profession of religion till his 
death, he was always engaged in his 
Master's cause. When the church 
was destitute 'of stated preaching, 
Deacon S. performed much of the 
duty which devolves on a pastor. 
He read two sermons on the Sabbath, 
superintended the Sabbath school, and 
lead the services of the conference in 
the evening. Besides attending one 
or two weekly prayer meetings, it was 
his custom often to visit all the mem- 
bers of the church, to converse and 
pray with them, and endeavour to ex- 
cite them to more activity in the ser- 
vice of Christ. His efforts were not 
confined to professors of religion. By 
the distribution of tracts^ by personal 



conversatioi^ by exhortation in public 
and private, he laboured to bring sin- 
ners to repentance. He took a deep 
interest in all benevolent enterprisesi 
devoting to their interests both time 
and money. His, was not a fitful acti- 
vity. It was a flame which burnt on 
steadily and brightly, till it went out 
in death. In his dying hour, when 
urged not to exhaust himself by talk- 
ing, he replied) with characteristic 
energy, it is better to wear out, 

THAN to rust OUT," 

11. Decision. This was seen, in his 
unyielding adherence to those views of 
truth and duty, which, he belie ved^ ac- 
corded best with the mind of the Spirit.. 
Though ardently attached to the doc* 
trines and form of government of his- 
own church, he cheerfully admitted, 
that in all evangelical denominations,, 
there were many who bore the image 
of his divine Master ; for whose sake 
he loved them, and embraced them in 
the arms of christian fellowship. But 
he was never to be moved from his 
own ground, by any interested or time- 
serving policy. Let who would waver, 
he was always firm. Let who would 
give up important truth for the sakeoT 
making proselytes, or securing the in- 
fluence of worldly men, he would 
never yield. ' 

IJI. Promptness. It was a princi- 
ple with him, never to shrink fron^any^ 
duty which he could perform. Accor- 
dingly, he never refused to pray or* 
speak in a meeting when requested. 
Rarely ever, when opportunity occurred, 
did he wait for an invitation to speak in 
behalf of his Master. Equally prompt 
was he to engage in Sabbath schools 
or Bible classes, or any eflbrt to pro^ 
mote the cause of Christ. 

IV. Punctuality. It was a rule 
with him never to be absent from pub- 
lic worship, ojr any of the meetmgs of the 
church, unless he had an excuse which 
he could carry into his closet, and pray 
over, and which his conscience toM 
him would stand in the day of judg- 
ment. Such was his conscientious ad- 
herence to this rule, that he rarely^ . 
ever suffered worldly business or com- 
pany to prevent him from being present 
at all weekly meetings. His calcula- 
tions were all made with reference to 
that object, and when company called. 
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he did not, like too many professors, 
gladly make this an excuse for stayipg 
at home, but would invite them to ac- 
company him, and if they refused, he 
would request them to excuse him for 
a little season. This was done in such 
a manner as rarely ever to give oftence. 
Such was bis punctuality, if he was 
not present at any meeting, the inquiry 
was generally made, **l8 Deacon S. 
sick, or out of towh ?" In this respect, 
he' was the right arm of the minister, 
when the church was blessed with a 
pastor, and the leader of the flock, 
when it was destitute. 

As he lived, so he died, strong in the 
Lord, and strong in the affections of 
the church. They mourned for him, 
as for a Father. They felt that his 
dying message was simple truth : " O 
tell the members of the church that I 
love them — ^that I have always loved 
them. They appear near and dear to t 
me. They seem like children. 1 de- 
sire to bless and praise God for it." 

This is an age of associated action. 
We act in masses, and much good is 
accomplished. But are we not in dan- 
ger of attempting to do that by com- 
Innation?, which properly belongs to 
the individual, and of merging indivi- 
dual responsibility in the general efforts 
of societies ? These two things must 
be kept distinct, or personal piety 
will decline, and the church become 
feeble and corrupt. Piety, to be vigor- 
ous and healthful, must exist, and teel, 
and think, and act, under a deep sense 
of individual responsibility ^ as well as 
in connexion with others. Let those 
who would be as useful as Deacon S.. 
be as active^ decid^^ prompt ^ and punc- 
tual, though they have to act alone. 
Let them act from a deep conviction, 
that they must give account of tf^em- 
selves to God. How soon would the 
moral power of the church be increas- 
ed, in A tenfold proportion, our waste 
places be built up, and Zion shine forth 
in the beauty of holiness, if every 
under officer felt his responsibility, so 
as thus to honour God in life and 
. in death. *' For they that have used 
the office of a deacon well, purchase to 
themselves a good degree, and great bold- 
ness in the/aithf which is in Christ Je- 
«4t." A. B. 



SEARCH THE SCRrPTURES. 
[From a Pastor*! Note Book.] 

*• Conversed with Mr. W. on the 
subject of religion, particularly doc- 
trines, and found him very decided in 
rejecting as unscriptural, all the doc- 
trines of grace ; especially positive in 
his denial of man '^ moral depravity, of 
regeneration, and the divinity of Christ. 
I asked him, *Do you search the Scrip- 
tures daily ?' ^ No, sir, not every day.* 
* Did you ever pray to God, when read- 
ing the Scriptures, that he would lead 
you into all truth?' •'I never did.*" ' Did 
you ever read the Bible through ?' • Not 
exactly, sir, in course.' • Taking your 
whole life together, do you think you 
ever read the Bible three months in 
all ?' ' I can't say.' ' Do you read it on 
the Sabbath, upon an average, fifteen 
minutes ?' » Well — I dont know.' ' Sir, 
if such is the small degree of attention 
which you pay to the Bible, you are 
not competent to decide, that the doc- 
trines which I teach are not according 
to the Bible.' — Search the Scriptures.** 



DEATH-BED SCENE. 
[Prom a Paiior*8 Note Book.] 

*< Yesterday I stood by the bed-side 
of a youth, struggling with death. I 
had visited him frequently during a 
lingering sickness, and conversed and 
prayed with him. The'first time I saw 
him he was extremely thoughtless, igno- 
rant, and unwilling to converse ; but 
as his strength failed, his lears of death 
were excited, and he paid great atten- 
tion to conversations on religion, to the 
Scriptures, and to prayer. At last, he 
seemed to be resigned, — did not wish 
to get well, unle:ss he could live better 
than he had done. I indulged the hope 
that he was prepared to die. The last 
time I called on him, was^while he lay 
dying. His reason was iinclouded 
and his speech distinct ; but the death- 
struggles were severe. I saw he ap- 
peared composed, and said, ^ why are 
you so willing to die ?' ^ » Because,' he 
replied, * 1 wish to get out of trouble V 
Such, alas ! I fear, is often the kind of 
submission that appears, after a life of 
impenitence, upon a death bed." 
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Go,. Prkach the Gospxl Mark xvi. 15. 

How shall they preach except they be sent?.. ,Rom, x. 15. 
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ARKANSAS. 

From, Rev* A. R. Bankt^ Wathington^ 
Hampsttad co.^ Ark. 

I reached Memphis, Tenn., on the 2d 
of Juno. I crossed the Mississippi, and 
arrived at Little Uock on the 7th. 

At Little Rock, 1 met with Rev. L W. 
Mooift, who informed ine that your mis. 
sionary, Rev. Mr. .Voods, had lelt the ter- 
ritory a few weeks before, and that he 
was the only Presbyterian minister left in 
uU the country ! By his advice, I visited 
fiatosville and Litchfield, lOU miles N. of 
Little R<ick, spending one Sabbath in a 
little seitlemunt, about 30 miles N. of 
Liitlu Ruck. Here I found a few profes- 
■ors of religion, a Sabbath school of about 
40 nittinberii, with a/eiobouks wliich they 
had procured at the Uock. Tiiey have no 
preaching, but are anxious to have the 
vtated uiH4ns of grace. I addressed tiie 
Sabbiith schoi)!, preached to a wiity atten- 
tive audience, aijd on Monday started for 
Bjttfsville. Here I preached three ser- 
mons ; here, also, I took the chills and 
fever, and remained two weeks. 

**FEED MY LAMBS.*' 

I then visited and pri'ached three times 
at Litciifield, 35 mibs S E. of Biicsville. 
Here i» an orginizi-d cliurch, with about 
2.> niemhers. fhey req^iostcd me to re. 
main, but I could jfivetheui no encoiiraj^e. 
ni«nt — t'loy thtjn nqin'sted nii?to write to 
your Board, in their Iwlialf, fcir a mission, 
ary. 1 do hope you will endi-avour to send 
ft dear brother to these destitute lambs of 
the flock. 

WASHINGTON. ' 

I arrived at this place on the 2Qd of 
July. It is 130 miles S. W. of Little 
Rock, in the midst of a fertile cotton. I 
Vol. IX. 16 



growing country. The population is bo" 
coming dense, and soon will be an into, 
resting, wealthy community. I preached 
twice here on the Sab., the 23d of July, — 
was invited to leave another appointment, 
which I did. 



SPRING HILL. 

I then visited Spri\ig Hill, 15 miles 
below tliis, where 1 found au interesting 
female acaden»y, conducted by a Miss 
Pratt, from Troy, N. Y., an interesting, 
pious young lady. There are four or five 
members of our church in the neighbour- 
hood. They strongly insisted lliat I 
should preach in the academy every Sab. 
bath. 1 thought it most advisable, for the 
present, to pre.ich alternately at these two 
places on the Sabbath, and as often in the 
contiguous neighbourhood, on weekdays, 
as convenient. The people seem to be 
wailing, and somewhat anxious to have 
the stated means of grace at both places. 
There are but two or three male members 
of the church, yet they will, they say, 
soon have churches built, and support a 
minister handsomely, if they can have one 
constantly, and of the right kind. 

PREACHING TO THE BLACKS. 

I have two other invitations to go and 
preach, if it is only once a month. One 
place is 411 miles down the river, the other 
about 15 miles West. Besides, I have 
heen reqiicsied to preach to t* e blacks, on 
three or four larjje pLmtntions on ths 
river, which is a vary important field fop 
missionary labour. I intend to do so, as 
soon as the sickly season is over. Poor 
neglected sons of Africa! I thank God, 
that there are those who feel for your 
souls, and who desire to point jou to Cal- 
vary, as your only refuge. 
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SABBATH SCHOOLS. 

AsJo Sabbath schooln, I have heard of 
bill throe or lour in all thu state ! I have 
proposed tlH?»ubJHCl to the people hero and 
at Spring Hill, but ouin^ to the ahsonce 
of u lew families, and other circuinstances, 
we have not yet organized a»'y. The 
people generally, I thinl(, will favour the 
cause, but there is much ignorance of their 
real benefiis. 

MORALS. 

There is nothing doing in the lempe- 
ranee caui^e here; though, there is leiss 
drunkenness in this part of the country, 
than almost any part 1 have been in. Sab- 
bath-bnaking, gambling, and profane 
swearing are quite common. What else 
could we expect, where there is so little 
moral and religious instruction ? 

SUMMARY OF LABOUR. 

I have preached, since I left Carolina, 
thirty.four sermons, — 1 have, besides, at- 
tended a few prayer.nicetings. i have 
visited the sick a good deal. Several 
deaths have occurred. J have distributed 
a good many tracts and missioiiary pa 
pers; and I trust, with the influences of 
the Spirit, have done some good in the 
cause of the Redeemer. But i stand here 
entirely alone. The responsibility almost 
overwhelms me. That devoted iniss;on- 
ary, Rev. Luring S. WilHanis, and his 
lady, of the Choctaw mission, visited our 
vilUgo a few days ago, and cheered me 
considerably. They are 70 or 80 miles 
froiii this. May the Lord soon send me a 
eo-labourer. 

Shall this self-denying brother be fejl to 
stand alone ? Shall A rkansas<, with her 60,U00 
souls, destined, in four years, to become 100,(100, 
have but two Presbyterian ministers? Whom 
shall we send? and who will gofer us 1 Will 
none of the ministers of Jesus, will none of the 
candidates for the sacred ministry , return us an 
answer ? 



From Keo. George C. Wond^ Salem Grove, 
Marion co., Mo. 

It is with emotions of sorrow, and also 
of joy, that I take a retrospect of the three 
months just ended. During this period, I 
have witnessed much that was calculated 
to dishearten and discourage the ambas- 
sador of Christ, and on the other hand, 
hiT6 experienced much of God's goodness, 



and been called upon to praise him for \um 
wonderful works. 

DISCOURAGEMENTS* 

The public joijrnals have teemed witli 
the uniiappy excitement in Mariun county, 
and I net d not tell you ol' its sad iiiilu. 
ence upon the church, and tho whole 
comnmuity. 

There is another evil, too, and one that 
has been general throughout the country, 
that lias done nmch to retard the wheels 
of Zion, and destroy vital piety; it is a 
spirit of worldliiip.ss. It would seem as if 
thegreatniassofthecommunity, were act- 
ing under the influence of some strange 
charm — they are so eager after a perishing 
object. And were this thirst after gain 
confined to the world, the case would be 
difierent. But it is difficult to tell, who 
manifest the greatest anxiety for riches, 
those who proftss to have given all to 
God, or those who have never made & 
profession of religion. 

ENCOURAGEMENTS. 

In Salem church I have had a camp, 
meeting, which was a precious season. I 
had urged upon my people, the necessity 
of going to the meeting with their hearts 
prepared to take hold of the work, and I 
believe that when they came together, 
they were, in some measure, prepared. 
The first night, six came forward asking 
an interest in the prayers of God's people, 
and from this time, the meetir)^ appeared 
to grow in interest, our congregation to 
increase, and the number of inquirers to 
multiply. As the result of the meettn'g, 
we have received twelve to the commu. 
nion of the church, and expect to receive 
several others. Many, who, we trust, 
passed from death unto life there, will 
join the Methodist and Baptist churches. 

List night I roturnfd from Hannibal^ 
where I had been to attend another camp, 
meeting. This meeting was also a pre. 
cious season of refreshing to God's people, 
and a time, when many of the impenitent 
were made to tremble in view of their 
lost condition. During the meeting, four- 
teen were added to the church on exami- 
nation, and the evening before the meet. 
ing closed, twenty.five were anxiously in- 
quiring the way of life, many of whom, I 
hope, will soon come out on the Lord's 
side. 

Last spring I sent for 250 testaments, 
and have had every child in the forks of 
North river supplied with this 'blessed- 
book. 
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ILLINOIS. 

From Rev, A. T, Norton, Naples, ItL 

SEASON OF REFRESHING. 

We havo had, in this place, since I 
vrole yuu last, a protracted meeting ul' 
cout^idti ruble interest. Brother A. tiule 
was the only minislt-r with us from abioad. 
The minds of several persons were deeply 
affected, and six or seven give evidence 
of having passed from death unto life. 
As the fruits of this little shower of divine 
(Trace, five have already joined the Prea* 
byterian church, and one, who had been 
entertaining a hope for some time pre. 
▼ious. 



From Rev. John Lawion, Carthage, Han- 
cock CO,, III. 

Although this church numbers but ten 
members, yet, it is in an important station, 
twelve miles from the county seat, and 
eight miles from Augusta. 

One of the largest and most flourishing 
Sabbath schools in the county, is under 
the care of this church. 

A time is appointed for organizing a 
Congregational church, at Franklin, 15 
miles N. of this place, which is expected 
to be the largest c^hurch in the county. 
This will be the sixth church in the 
county, where, two years ago, when I 
commenced my labours here, there was 
Done. 

Brother Apthorp. from New.England, 
is about to locate himself as a preacher at 
Franklin ; of course, I shall be released 
from my labours there, and be able to de. 
Tote more labour on my other three sta. 
tions. Considering the prospect now, 
compared with what it was two years ago, 
we have occasion to thank God and take 
courage. This county is improving very 
£Bst, not only in religious order and morals, 
but in a civil point of view, yet, we have 
to endure many privations. 



From Rev, John G. Simrall, Carlinville, 
III, 

A GROWING CHURCH. 

We have new members coming in every 
month, by immigration ; — and I have no 
doubt, ere long, there will be here one of 
the largest and most influential churches 
in the state. We have a Sabbath- school 
in a flourishing state, under the manage- 



ment of Rev. Mr. Cooloy, a clergyman 
from New.England, teaching a lemalo 
school here. We have, alsti, just com- 
niencpd a Bible das?, emhr.cing tli« 
church and catigregalivn. The church 
here has done vvell ihis year, for its fe^izo 
and age, in ccmtributions. We have rais- 
ed money to build ii c<fmfortabIe brick 
church, lar^o enough to si-at three or 
lour hundred people, and have tho liouso 
now so far advanced, that we shall btf 
able to get in it, by the middle of Novem- 
ber. We have, also, raised $150 for the 
foreign distribution of the Bible. 

OBSTACLES TO THE PROGRESS OF THE 
GOSPEL. 

In the midst of our encouragements, 
however, we have many things to contend 
with, and there are many great ohstaelee 
in the way of the progress of religion. The 
country is new, and the minds of men are 
much taken up with their farms and im- 
provements and speculations cf various 
kinds. But little regard is paid to the 
Sabbath, by the great muss of our popula. 
tion. Ploughing and sowing and wa. 
goning are frequently carried on, in the 
country, on the Sabbath, and thousands 
on thousands havo no regular place of 
worship. 

Although this is a rich, growing and 
beautiful country, still, in the midst of all 
that has been done, and all our encourage, 
ments, the great woik to be accomplished 
here, has hut just been commenced,, 



From Rev. Lvcien Farnnm, Princeton, 
Putnam co , ///. 

"I WILL BLESS THE LORD AT ALL TIMES.** 

We are too apt to feel, that we have 
nothing to say of the mercy and* goodness 
of God, except when he is pouring out 
his Spirit in a remarkable manner, and 
bringing many sinners into his kingdom. 
At least, the mode of speaking and wri- 
ting too generally adopted, is such as to 
give the impression, by way of inference, 
that we have little^ for which to give 
thanks to God, only when he is display- 
ing, among hardened rebels, the wonder- 
working power of divine grace. When 
we witness, or take part in, those glorious 
** scenes surpassing fable, and yet tree ?• 
when, as the golden harvest bends before 
the summer breeze, so, in the solemn con- 
gregation, bends the richer harvest of 
souls before the breathings of the Holy 
Ghost, we are ready to exclaim, •• Bloae 
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the Lord.O my soul, and all that is with- 
in me, bless his holy name! And this is 
right. But, on the other hand, when the 
soul.Biibduing breath of the Almigiity 
Spirit hus gone by, and these scenes arc 
withdrawn, and the Wise slumber with the 
foolish, and no wandering sinner asks the 
way to Zion, wo forget to bless God for 
the mercies that remain. We speak only 
of the winter, the night, the durk cloud. 
I do not say it is wrong. I only ask, is it 
right to speak of these alottCt and thus 
luave the imprfssion, that God is good and 
der<erving of thanksgiving, only wiien he 
sweeps along suint and sinner heaven. 
w ird, upon an ocean of love,^upon a re- 
sisUes^i tide of renovating, sanctifying 
mercy and grace? 

Among UH, 11 IS now what I should call 
a liint) of Ktupidily, in re^pttct to religion. 
Not that we i.ave any marked neglect of 
the means of grace. Meetings are well 
attended. On ihe Sabbath, our house is 
gener.illy fillud— people listen with atten- 
tion — the Bible classes and Sabbath 
school are flourishing — but no sinners 
are converted. The word is lieard, but 
not obeyed. To human view the prospect 
is dark. I say with the psalmist, — 

** My God, I long—I hope— I wait 
For iliy salvuiion siill." 

But it delays. What shall I say ? Have 
we no nason to blt-ss God ? Mo«*t slirely 
we have. Health and phnty are bestow- 
ed, the day of probation is prolonged to 
these souls; the light of truth is not hid. 
den from their eyes ; God is reaching out 
the golden sceptre ; he waits, *' that he 
may be gracious." Do not the patience, 
forbearance, and long sufferings of God, 
which thus endure with his L^lupid clil- 
drou, wit'i heaven daring sinnurs, and 
withhold his avei^ing hand from destroy, 
ing them, furnish an exhibition of the 
divine character, that calls for gratitude ? 
Yes, and for sucii in6iiite compassion, 
for love FO anmzin^, so divine, I would 
praise the Lord, and ask you to praise him, 
on our behalf, and pray ** that tho long 
suffering of our God, may prove salvation 
to this people. 



Fir&m. Rev. C, Cory, Limut La Grange eo., 
Ind, 

The year specified in my last com mis. 
ston> has now expired and, with it, /ot/r 
yeart of my residence and labours in this 



region of country. Within this ^full pe- 
riod, the greater part of the support which 
1 have received, as a missionary, has been 
through your fcociety, for which, myself 
and my people are truly thankful. My 
own sacrifices, in order to preach the 
Gospel in these new settlements, have 
been considerable. During my residence 
in this region of country, I have been 
permitted to labour in /our revivals of re- 
ligion ; to witness a happy increase to our 
churches, both by letter and by profeFsion ; 
and to organize, and assist in organizing 
eight now churches. 

The pnst year has been one of more 
than usual prosperity. God has jrreatly 
revived his work ; rising of fifty hopeful 
conversions have taken place amnnv us; 
four churches of our order have hren or- 
ganized, in and near the sphere of my 
labours, and the fifth is expected to he or- 
ganized, in about three Wetks from the 
present time. 

When the influence, npon the icmpoml and 
eternal destinies of men, exerted througli iliese 
i'evi\als, and by these churches newly organi- 
zed in the heart of a rising community, shall 
I e disclosed in the judgment, how momentous 
will the lu hours of this humble missionary 
appear; and what a glory will it be, to lave 
contributed, fr^m love to Christ and to the 
soi'Is of men, to sustain him in his benevolent 
work. 



From Rev. William* Fisher, AUenville, 
SwilxetUnd^county, Ind, 

Mr. Fisher has never been comtnissiV ned by 
the A. H. M. S. He had been a faithfi.t ai d 
siiceessfu I minister for many \ears,al iheEn&t; 
nod eiicumstances, which he details below, 
led to his removal to the West. It must 
be interesting to e.\tTy Christian, to peieeive, 
how God has opened the way for his nsefulneFS 
there ; and to perceive, too, how mneb n ay he 
aecomplished, shigle handed, at any period of 
life, in our infant settlements, if the whole 
heart be only fiyed on doing good. 

You may think strange, that, at my 
ege, (about 60,) 1 should remove so far to 
Iho West, and engage in the work of the 
ministry, without any connexion with any 
missi«mary society, or any regular congre- 
gation, with which I could lubonr. My 
health was much broken down, by arduous 
labours at Meredith, where liiud preached, 
over sixteen years. The church had be- 
eoroe large, and required more labour than 
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I coald perform, in my feeble state. One of 
my sons had come and settled in this re- 
gion ; my other children wished to enii. 
grate to the West ; and, on account of the 
want of preachers here, my sou urged me 
to come on. I felt unwilling, that my 
children should be deprived of Gospel pri- 
vileges, and I thought, perhaps the Lord 
would enable me to do a little, to promote 
his cause in this destitute region. 

I arrived in this county in October 
last — took up a temporary residenoe, about 
three miles from Rising Sun — a few miles 
back from the river. The Methodists had 
circuit preaching once in two weeks, but 
rarely on the Sabbath. I was invited by 
them and a few Presbyterians, to preach 
on the Sabbath, in their schooKhonse. I 
continued to preach, once on the Sabbath, 
for some time. In general, the school- 
house was filled. 

Ill December, I removed and settled 
down in Allenville, about six miles di:*. 
tant. Hero, I have, generally, preached 
half of the time, and the other half, ut 
the place where 1 first preached. In tiiis 
place, wo have revived a temperance s«». 
ciety, and have sot up a Sabbath school of 
nearly fifty children. 

A CHURCH RIVIVED. 

A Presbyterian church was formedf 
some years ago, a few miles from the 
pldco where I first preached ; but, for 
wint of a miniitter, was in a low state. ' 
My desire was, to revive this church. I 
found two or throe elders still on the 
ground, who were able, efiicient men, as 
to intelligence and property. They com- 
plained, that missionaries had passed them 
by, because they were weak. I had 
pro.iched, Koine time, this summer, a se. 
cond sermon on tho Siibbath, in tlie vi- 
cmiiy of these church minibi-rs. With 
the advice of some m-ighbouririg minis. 
t rs, I appointed a meeting about the lust 
of July, to revive the church. I spent se- 
veral d.iys, in visiting and looking; up the 
remiiniu^ members of the church. On Fri- 
day, July 2<Hh, Kev. Mr. B irtlet, of Rising 
Sun, and Rev. Mr. Monleith, of Port 
Willi;im. Ken., who preaches pirt of tlio 
time at Vevay, came on to assist me. We 
began our meeting in tho afternoon, and, 
on Saturday, wo had two sermons, and 
th«n re-organ iz^d the church. Tliree per- 
ions were admitted from other churclies. 
One young woman was examined and ad- 
mitt d. Olio of the two men, that were 
admitted, was chosen an elder. Hn had 
the principal management of a Sabbuth 
gohool in the vicinity. 
On the Sabbath, we had a loUmn and 



interesting meeting. Nearly three bnndred 
people collected, and we held our meeting 
in a beautiful grove, near the school, 
house, which cuuld not hold the people. 
We had a sermon, then the elder elect 
was ordained, several children were bap- 
tized, and the sacrament administered, and 
then another sermon. The church then 
consisted ot thirteen or fourteen membeis, 
and there are some others who have 
moved into the vicinity, that communed, 
and will join the church 'before long. 
Probably, the church will be increased to 
twenty. This is called Zoar Church, and 
belongs to tho Presbjtery of Ox lord, i 
have a recommcnduiion to that Prcshy. 
tery, but have not had opportunity to 
present it. I hope, after I attend the 
Presbytery, to have a church formed at 
Allenville. It will be small at present. 

BETTER PROSPECTS. 

Things looked very dark, in a religioua 
point of view, when I came here. Tiiere 
were good religious people among our 
Melhiidist brethren. But intemperancv, 
profane swearing, Sabbuth breaking, quar- 
relliiig, &c., greatly abounded, aiid they 
do still, but I think reformation is rapidly 
advancing. Subbath schools are esta* 
blished all around me. I have assisted 
ill .establishing two or three. The cau^e 
of temperance is slowly gaining, and so- 
I cicties are fast being formed. I live near 
the centre of the county. There are but 
two or three Presbyterian churclies or 
ministers, that 1 know of, in the county. 
Zoar Church, is about two miles from Pa- 
triot — a new and growinsr town on the 
river. Most of the inhabaanis are Uni- 
versulisls— but there are a few Presbyte- 
rians there; and, I think, I shall preach 
there, some part of the time. It would 
not bo strange, from present appearances, 
if a Presbyterian me ting house should 
be built there hefore long. 

When 1 read so much in the flomo Mis- 
sionary, about the missionaries in this 
region, I little thought, at my age, I 
should Come hore to labour ia this great 
valley. 



VIRGINIA. 

From Rev, Featus Hanka^ Parkeraburg^ 
Va. 
HOW TO no Goon. 
Some two or three months since, leve* 
ral yonn^ ladies and gentlemen camc^rum 
New Hampshire to the West, for the pur- 
pose of doing good, by teaching eckooL 
\ One of the ladies inquired of me for a 
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situation. I recommended her to the set- 
tloment on Hughs' rivur, in which my 
church is siluated. where she h.is since 
been employed. She appears to be un 
aclivo ChrisliJn. Her excrlions in t'le 
Sahbuth school, in thit neighbourhood, 
have manifestly awakened renewed iriie 
rest, and given a Iresh impulse to the 
luinds of the people upon that subject. 



From Rev. Enoch Thomas, Harrisonburgh, 



Va. 



A HARD FIELD. 



There is much ignorance in this county, 
and education ia greatly neglected. In a 
Sabbath 'school of about twenty or thirty 
Echolars, there are but four or five that 
can read. Many adults can neither write 
nor read, and though the field I labour in 
is, on the whole, a pleasant one, it is, 
nevertheless, hard to cultivate. It is not 
like the prairies of the West, where you 
have nothing to do but turn up the sod, 
put in t'le seed, and wait till harvest for 
a plentiful crop. But you must clear the 
ground, cut down the trees, burn op the 
brush, blow the rocks, dig up the stumps, 
and gather out the stonos, before you can 
even plough the ground ! This is dis. 
couraging, but what must be done ? 
Here is a whole county, of about eighteen 
thousand souls, and no settled minister 
but one, — except an old gentleman, Ger- 
man Reformed, who preaches only in 
Dutch, which few can understand. If 
there are missionaries for the heathen, 
there should b6 surely for Rockingham. 



From Rev. Henry Little, Cincinnati, O. , 
Agent for the Western States. 

The following communication from Mr. 
Little is dated, at New Albany, Ind. 

FIVE PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS, TO THREE 
HUNDRED THOUSAND SOULS. 

In June, I visited Western Virginia, 
and found, that in a population of nearly 
three hundred thousand, there wore only 
Jive Presbyterian ministers. This wide 
field has been sadly neglected, and, with- 
out attempting to describe, or plead for it 
aU, there is a most pressing want of, at 
least,' one missionary to labour in the 
neighbourhood of Charleston, on the Kan. 
hawa river, and his support could be 
■Mde up by the people on his field. 



DESTITUTIONS IN THE INTERIOR OF OHIO. 

I have, also, been doing tue work of an 
Evdiigolist and Agent, a lew weeks, in tho 
interior of Oiiio. in tho vici -ity of 
Mount Vernon, there are three little 
c lurches, perishing lor wantof u n«uu«ler. 
At Dresden, on the Ohio canal, tiiey have 
raised a subscription, for tlie purpose of 
obtaining brother Harrison, ona of our 
missionuricH; and if he will settle with 
them, the people in the vicinity will, pro- 
bably, make up the whj)le of his support. 
But, in this case, the Irviile Cnurch, and 
tne Muskingum Churcli, must ho left va- 
cant. Tney are a little distance from 
Dresden, and might be easily supplied 
by one man. Hanover Church, too, with 
another interesting congregation near it, 
(now a part of brotiier Harrison's field,) 
would be left vacant. This is a promising 
field for him, or for any other good man 
who would enter it. A little further 
South, is a flourishing church, where our 
missionary, brother Tenney, has been la- 
boviring, two years, with such success, 
that they are now able to support a mi- 
nister, without foreign aid. But brother 
T. is now absent, and may not return. If 
he does not, they will need, exceedingly, 
a man of as good a spirit in his place. 

I have altio spent some time ' in the 
Miami Presbytery. One missionary has, 
recently, gone to their help, and the 
Christians of Dark county, are calling, 
most urgently, for another, and could, 
nearly or quite, support him. Several 
other congregations are destitute, and are 
urgent for a supply. 

" EASTERN SCHOOLS OF THE PROPHETS,** 

Destitutions, like these, are fo .nd in 
every part of the West. The Presbytery, 
that I am now visiting in Indiana, oppo- 
site Louisville, consists of twenty church- 
es, and has only six ministers. I cannot 
8ee, why those eastern schools of the pro.- 
phets, should not send us a much larger 
proportion of their graduates, annually. 
The whole southwest is, emphatically, a 
destitution, and has a just claim upon 
those, who are commissioned to ** preiicb 
the Gospel to every creature.** The north- 
west is better supplied; but such is the 
influx of emigrants, and the unparalleled 
growth of these states, that our mission* 
ary societies have, no one year, sent an 
equal ratio of ministers. Now, shall the 
young men shut their ears to our calls, 
and the churches stay their hands, when 
they have not even begun the work on a 
scale broad enough, or with energy enough* > 
to give proniise that it shall ever he com- 
pleted. . 



Digitized by 



Google 



leaej 



THE HOME MISSIONARY. 



m 



THE BEST PCRMANEMT FUNDS. 

I write tliij*. irt New Albany, Indiana ; 
trheru 1 find oiie ot" our best and n.oM 
flnuriKliin^ churcheB. W:.tn tliey wtre 
feebit', nix or eight years ago, we pave 
theni $l(K) a }*iiir'j but, liny have, long 
since, refunded that ; and, a year aj^o, 
gave nie, $142 ; and nov.* huve rollectrd 
nearly jj^lOO more; and they treat otl.er 
'Agents as well uh tiny dc» me. Our abun- 
dance was a supply lor their wants, and 
now, their abundance is a supply to 
others. Sveh chvrches^ are the fajest 
and most pruduclixe permanent Junds. 



From Rev. Ah an Nash, Sanditsly, O. 

I have been gratified lo witness the at- 
tention of my audience, for a few Sab. 
buths past. iSome individuals who have 
long neglected religion, come regularly, 
and listen with interest. Our iSabbath 
tchool is prosperous, and is increasing in 
numbers. I have the superintendence at 
present; and I preach, one evening in a 
week, to a few, and, occasionall}', go out 
four or five miles and preach to an atten- 
tive and large assembly, though it is in a 
small neighbourhood. The winter season 
is now fast approaching, which is, by far, 
the best time lo promote religion in places 
like this. Navigation is then closed, bu- 
siness is, in a measure, sut^pended, and 
speculation rages less; there are fev^er 
strangers visiting in the place, and the 
lionltti of the community is much greater. 
I cannot but hope, the Lord may deign to 
visit us soon with special influences. The 
region far around, is in an alarming state; 
stupidity reigns over all the churches, 
while fearful sins abound, unrebuked by 
the lives or precepts of Christians. 



From Rev. E. N. Nichols, Clinton, Le> 
nawer co., Mich. 

My last report, contained some account 
oi tlje deep regret, 1 was compelled lo feel, 
on account of the depressed state ol re- 
ligijius feeling among the people of my 
charge. I am still compelled to weep 
over the same declension, perpetuated — I 
fear, indeed, if possible, increased. V\hen 
I wrote before, I ventured to hope for 
better thing::, — a brighter day ; and so 1 
do to this hour, and will; but God only 
knows, whether I shall over see the people 



among whom I dwell, whom I 1ot«, and 
lor whom 1 labour, enjoying a fceai-on of 
rtligiouK revival. 1 mubi bay, 1 liaidly 
look lor an event so desirable uuriiig the 
current \etar oi ni} luLours. 'i his, 1 am 
cirluin, is owing, in purl, to my own want 
ul deep piely and lervent zeal. Sometimes, 
1 a.^cr.Le it to o>y indiscretion, or moro 
properly, to my want ol experience. 

MORAL INFLUENCE OF SPECULATION. 

Had 1 known, during the last winter, 
that the op< nmg ot spring would be at- 
tended witii a spirit of «|)<?ct//a/io//, border- 
ing upon inveterate mania, and which 
would wither, like dissolving flame, every 
vestige of pious feeling, 1 shcuid, per. 
Itaps, have done somewiiul otherwise than 
i did. 

But this I did not know, and the spring 
came, and with it, the spirit of specula, 
tiun, which has raged ever since, and 
whicji not only neutralises all eflorts to 
promote religion, but which enervates, 
and well nigh destroys all virtuous prin. 
ciples. None, but those who have wit- 
nessed a campaign of western specula, 
tion, can have any idea cf its irreligious 
and demoralizing tendency. 

SABBATH SCHOOLS. 

I 

Since my last report, we have started 
two Sabbath schools. They are both 
flourishing ; though the falling weather, 
and the distance at which many live from 
the place of worship, makes attendance 
irregular. Of the number who attend, or 
who belong to the schools, I am notable 
to give an exact account. About forty, I 
am told, belong to a school in a di%tant 
neighbourhood. This is under the care of 
a very pious and judicious officer of the 
church. 

The school held in the house of wor- 
ship durifjg the intervals of divine service, 
I superintend myself. Wo are determined; 
if possible, to have it embrace the congrt- 
gution. It is composed of old and young, 
high and low, rich and poor — of all class- 
es, so far as we can induce them to attend. 
We are about to establish, three or four 
miles out in the bushes, a third school. It 
is in a neighbourhood celebrated for im. 
morality, especially for hunting, fishing, 
gambling, drinking, &c., on the Sabbath. 
1 have been there several times to preach. 
1 hope God will make me a blessing to that 
neighbourhood. 

BENEVOLENCE REWARDED. 

The various enterprises of benevolence 
are contemplated by my people with eo». 
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Biderable interest. An Agent for the A. B. 
C. F. Missions addressed thorn not long 
since, 'ihey gave iiiin, for that cause, 
about thirty duiluTHi very cheerfully, Some 
objecled u little, as we bad a iSabbalh school 
library to obtain ; but no «f rtoii« objection 
was urged ; all gave something. A few 
days alter, some generous friends in Bos 
ton sent us a library, ample for our present 
v;ai)ts! A beuutil'ul illustration of the 
truth, he that watereth, shall bo watered 
also himself. 



subsequent date, Mr. N. 



In a letter of a 
writes as follows : 



It is humiliating to me, and to you, no 
doubt, it is exceedingly painful, that 1 liave 
so little to report of peculiar interest. We 
have had no revival, nor, so far as I 
know, any conversion since I wrote you 
last. There is good reason to believe, 
however, that the labours of your very 
unworthy missionary have not been en- 
tirely thrown away. The attention of 
the public to the institutions of the Gos. 
pel, has been uniformly on the increase — 
more decidedly so, lor the last three 
months, than during any part of the year 
in which I have laboured in this place. 
The Sabbath, so lamentably profaned in 
» these new settlements, appears, obviously, 
to be better regarded than hitherto. Our 
congregations on the Lord s day, are de- 
cidedly fuller than they have been, and 
seem still to be on the increase. Solem- 
nity and deep feeling are also strikingly 
manifest, during our seasons of devotion. 
The people of God, especially sonic of the 
sisters in the church, are unusual Ij' anx. 
ious for a revival of religion. Indeed, I 
cannot but hope, that what we are witness, 
ing from vSabbath to Sabbath, and even 
daily, is the harbinger of a brighter and 
better day to our feeble Zion. What is 
in store for us God only knows. We are 
making some effort to purify the church, 
and, thus, to prepare the way for Uini to 
come and dwell among us. 

Our Sabbath school still flourishes. 
Never before, has it awaken<dsodcep and 
so general an interest. I feel much plea, 
sure in seeing prejudices, ht^retofore pain- 
fully stubborn, fast wearing awny, and, 
one after another, old and young, fulling 
in, and ze a on sly co-operating with us, in 
this heaven-approved effort to enlighten, 
purify and save immortal souls. 

In closing the account of my prist year's 
labour with this people, I may say that, 
although we have not witnessed the in. 
gathering of souls to the kingdom of God, 
ma I fondly anticipated, when my labours 



commenced, yet decided good has been 
done. The society is enlarged and 
strengthened ; iJs unity has aleo b«:en pre- 
served. The church, too, has received an 
addition of some thirty members, and ap- 
pears most happily united and resolved 
to sustain and advance, among us, the 
kingdom of the dear Bedeenier. Our 
little church edifice is (a few dollars ex- 
cepted) paid for; and though, when I 
came here, a year since, it was ample for 
the congregation, we are now straitened; 
indeed, are beginning to think seriously 
about the erection of another. 



AN ABLE, DEVOTED MINISTER GREATLY 
NEEDED. 

From a professed follower cf Christ; at 
Grand Rapids^ Mieh., asking for mis* 
siooary aid, 

I have been situated here some time, and 
know this place to be an important point, 
in the great West^ and greatly in want of 
a faithful mini^ter of the Gosjiel. There 
is a population, of about six hundred 
within the circle of six miles ; and it is 
rapidly increasing, and there are not 
more than twenty, professors of rcli. 
gion, of all denominations hero. Ei^ht 
years since, there were only two while 
persons, within one hundred n ilea of thia 
place — one a missionary, and the other a 
French trader. Now, if you. can assist 
us, with the labours of a faithful mis. 
sionary, a short time, I think we shall soon 
he able to sustain among ourselves th« 
Gospel of the blessed God. 

A Missionary of the society, adds his tes* 
timony to the urgency of the foregoing re- 
quest, in thefullowitig language:^ 

I am requested to say something to yon, 
respecting the importance of the Grand 
Rapids, on Grand River, and all 1 have 
time to say now is, that there is no place 
within my knowledf^e, wliere an able, de- 
voted minister, is more needed, than at 
the Grand Rapids. When 1 say, an able, 
devoted minister^ I mean one capable of 
defisndtng the truth, who is devoted to his 
work, and not a speculator or a land, 
hunter — but who seeks to know nothingi 
but Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 

Again we ask, whom shall we send 7 And 
who will ge for us 7 
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From /J^t>. O. C. Thompson, St, Clair, 
Mieh., fpiving gome account of a recent 
visit to Mackinaw, 

At the meeting of the Presbytery, July 
6th, 1 was commissioneti to visit the 
church at Mackinaw. I consented to cji- 
rect my course thither. 

SADLT ST. MARTS. 

The boat in which I came up carried 
me, first, to Sault St. Marys, where I 
spent a Sabbath. You, doubtless, desire 
to hear from the good cause at the Sault. 
Iknow not better how to describe it, than 
to use Nehemiah's words, "the remnant 
that are left there, are in great affliction 
and reproach.'* Some of them feel it. I 
hope, in the good providence of God, a 
minister will soon be established at Macki- 
naw, who will revive and comfort the for- 
•aken few at S., by visiting them, and ro- 
Buscitating the church. 

MACKINAW. 

The church at Mackinaw is low. I 
preached there a week ago last Sabbath. 
They turned out well to meeting. There 
•re about 40 members in that church, but 
their prospects are gloomy. All the ofl^ 
cers that remain, will move away, if tlie 
mission there i« discontinued, as is con- 
templated. The church will then be com- 
posed mostly of females and soldiers in 
the fort. I have become deeply interested 
for this church, in discharging the duties 
of my commission. I question much the 
propriety of giving up that mission en- 
Mrely. I have proposed a change, from 
the mission family to a college, or high 
school for Indian youth. Mr. Schoolcraft 
likes the plan. 

Mackinaw is an important post. All 
the vessels to this upper country touch 
there. It is a port of entry, a good har- 
bour, &c, ; besides, it will soon become a 
resort for the summer reside/ice of weal- 
thy people. Some have already purchased 
there, on account of its healthfuJ climate. 

I hope you will be looking out for a man 
to occupy this ground, if you are not al- 
ready distracted with caJls of a similar 
nature. Their urgent request is, that you 
would not forget thom. 



CANADA. 

From Ret, A, J, Parker, Shiptm, L. C, 

THB STATS OF TW! imSMCB, 

The state of the ohur^h and people 

here, in respect to spirituality, is not 

Vot.IX. 17 



what I wish to report. We ore away from 
some causes of unholy excitement, wiiich 
agitate portions of our beloved Zion, bdt 
we are not away from all that is evil— net 
out of that world where Satan holds do- 
minion. The greate«Jt occasion we find, 
however, at present, to weep when we re- 
member our little Zion, is, than an apathy-»- 
a want of holy energy, is prevalent. Va- 
rious things have opera ti»d, to direct atten- 
tion a little more to worldly interests Hiis 
season ; and this, with the attention given 
to the building of our hoiirte, has seemed 
to absorh in a measure religious feeling. 

HOUSE OF WORSHIP. 

We have hitherto been obh>ed to meet 
in and about a school-house. Six months 
ago, an efifort was commenced for build- 
ing a chapel for our church and society. 
The result is, we have a house 42 feet by 
50, enclosed and now in finishing— to be 
compteted the 1st of March next. And with 
the assistance of about $400, which we 
have asked, and most readily received 
from benevolent friends abroad, and by 
persevering effort to accomplish the ob- 
ject, we have the means forthcoming. 

Our thanks are due to those friends,' 
who have so readily aided us. And our 
hope is, that Zion will not slways Ian- 
guish ; nor our God be as a way-faring 
man among us. 

The disposition of the people to favour, 
the object, and their readiness to contri. 
bate,' in some instances, "beyond their 
power," have exceeded our expectations, 
and somewhat confbunded our adver. 
saries. 

LABOURERS SENT INTO THB HARVEST. 

Another event, which has rendered the 
last six months a term of peculiar interest 
is the arrival of three new labourers in this 
portion of God's vineyard. Long had the 
cry gone up to heaven, in behalf of the 
Lord's heritage in this region. And,noW, 
we have it demonstrated before our eyes* 
that God is a prayer-hearing God. 

Within six months, I^ev. Mr. Robert- 
son has been stationed at Sherbrooke and 
Lenoxville— two most thriving villages, 
about forty miles southward from my stal " 
tion ; Rev. O. Pearson, at Compton, ten 
or twelve miles from brother Robertson's 
post, and Rev. Lewis Sabin, at Stanstead, 
twenty milejs furthersouthward. 

These, with brother A. a Hubbird, 
who was previously still nearer to me', 
constitute a brotherhood, which I hsA aU 
most despaired of ever witn«if in£^, . ^hlki 
in this field. 
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ST. rHANCIl, L. e. ASSOCIATION. 

For seven years, had I waited and 
wept, without a Presbyterian or Congre. 
gational minister stationed, more than for 
a few months, so near as sixty miles. 
And never, for the sp.ven years, had I been 
permitted to attend an Association or 
Presbytery, so near as seventy miles. 

Now, these four brethren beloved and 
myself, have been permitted to meet twice^ 
in the capacity of the St. Francis L.C. 
Association ; and thus far, I need hardly 
say, we have been permitted to know, 
that ** it is good for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity.*' 



From Rev, Lewia Sabin^ Starutead^ L. C, 

REVIEW OF LABOUR. 

Following the instructions contained in 
my commission, I conferred with the Se. 
cretary of the Canada Home Missionary 
Society, and was directed to this place. 
Here I have laboured, preaching the Gos. 
pel publicly, and from house to house, as 
God has given me ability. I have, gene- 
rally, preached three times on the Sab. 
batn, and two or three lectures in the 
week. I have visited from house to house, 
as much as my other duties would allow, 
conversing on the truths of the Gospel, 
urging the duties of religion, and praying 
with those whom I met. The cause of 
Sabbath schools, and Bible class instruc- 
tion, have come in for a share of my la. 
hours. My cares and labours have been 
multiplied, but the Lord has sustained me. 
And though I have not been permitted 
yet, to see such results as I could wish, 
still, we have reason to feel that the Great 
Head of the church has appeared, in some 
measure, to bless us. Wo are not loft 
without encouragement. 

CHARACTER OF THE CHURCH. 

The chureh comprises 70 members. It 
is, at present, united in feeling. It em. 
bodies a good degree of eneri^etic, active, 
and humble piety. Many of its members 
have hut little of this world's treasures, but 
I would hope, they are rich in faith and 
will be ready to every good work. 

8TAN8TEAD AND ITS POPULATION. 

Stanstead is a large town, and the key 
to the eastern townships. It contains 
wealth enough to sustain one minister for 
•very titousand of its inhabitants. 

WImyi J fint came here, the congrega. 



tion, on the Sabbath, was usually from 80 
to 100. But what are these among a popu- 
lation of five or six thousand souls, the 
number in this town. True, there b one. 
other denomination, and only one, which 
has regular preaching, and a living organi- 
zed church, — and though they have had a 
constant and able ministry, for several 
years, their Sabbath assemblies, I am told, 
tliough larger than ours, are not, very 
full. 

At present, our numbers on the Sabbath, 
are larger than at first; but, it is painful 
to think of the extensive and awful ne- 
glect of public w 
quent desecration < 

A large proport 
were, originally, fi 
from New Englai 
youth under the SOI 
while a few brougi 
them, many of the 
years ago in this tl 

left the hallowed infiuence of the sanctu. 
ary and the Sabbath, but seemed also, to 
feel that they had "fled from the presence 
of the Lord." Instigated by the desire of 
gain, they reserved little time or thought 
for their souls. The voice of the minister 
iof the Gospel, and the sound of the 
church-going bell, did not reach their se. 
questered retreat, or call off their atten- 
tion from their fertile hills and vales. 
From time to time, the gracious provi- 
dence of God has brought, here and there 
one into the kingdom of his dear Son. 
But multitudes have learned to whisper 
** peace, peace,*' to the troubled conscience, 
have declined to infidelity, or general un- 
belief. But "the preaching of the cross 
is the power of God." While we believe 
it will prove " mighty to the pulling down 
of the strong holds," the reflection is, ne-. 
verthelfiss, irresistible, how mach more 
glorious would be the results of planting 
and sustaining the Gospel, in connexion 
with the first settlement of a new country. 

Though this ehurch has been organized 
20 years, they have had but one settled 
pastor, — a man of superior talents and 
worth. He died two years since, after a 
connexion of only four years lyith this 
church. They have sometimes been bless, 
ed with temporary supplies, and sometimes 
been destitute. They have often been 
called to struggle with disappointment 
and adversity. In their forlorn condition, 
nothing could be more gtateful than the 
proffered aid of your society . 

THE YOUTH, THE UOtt OF THE CHI7RCH.> 

The hopes of the church are much ezci. 
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ted by the efforts that are made in behalf 
of the young. In the different neighbour- 
hoods, six Sabbath schopls are instructed, 
and Icept in successful operation, by the 
membcjrs of the church. These schools 
comprise about 200 scholars. They have 
small, but well selected libraries. One of 
these schools, containing 40 scholars, is 
held in the meeting. house, during the in- 
terval of public worrhip. 

There is a Maternal Association here, in 
a flourishing condition. The monthly 
meetings, I am told, are very interesting 
and profitable. . These hundreds of pre- 
cious youth may be converted to Christ. 
Our hearts are encouraged to hope, that 
they will, ere long, be found in the church, 
beautiful in holiness, and numerous as the 
drops of the morning. 

THS LABOURERS TBW. 

In *Hhe eastern townships, the labour- 
ers are few" indeed. The Wesleyan Me- 
thodists, andCalvinistic Baptists, are doing 
good. I am acquainted with bat one of the 
episcopal clergymen here, — I think him 
to be a very worthy man. The Congre. 
.gational and Presbyterian ministers are 
only five. In July last, these formed 
themselves into an Association. We met 
at brother Parker^s, in Shipton. It was a 
good meeting to us all, but especially to 
brother P., who for years has stood almost 
alone. Brother Chapin, who left his peo. 
pie in Mass., to labour in the townships 
three months, being sent out by the Hamp. 
shire Miss. Association, was with us at 
6hipton, and made up six in our little 
band. "The harvest is plenteous," and 
how can it be gathered 7 I fear that many 
will wander oo the dark mountains of sin, 
and be devoured, before we can find them 
and bring them into the fold of Christ. 

We need more men* At Granby and 
Shefford, where brother Chapin has la- 
boured this summer, until a fortnight since, 
with considerable success, is an important 
church, without a pastor. I might spread 
out the case of Brown's Hill, a place ten 
miles from this, — and Eaton, forty miles 
distant, each needing a missionary. 

GREAT DESIRE TO HEAR THE GOSPEL. 

In many of the destitute places, it is 
affecting, to see the desire to hear the 
Gospel, manifested by some. It moves 
the heart, and does one good to see it ; 
and more than compensates, for the sacri- 
fices requisite to go to them. Four weeks 
ago, I went — accompanied by a Baptist 
brother— to Barford, a newly settled town- 
ship of some thirty or forty families, 



twenty.three mfles fir^m thtt plaoe. I 
preached in the afternoon, according to 
previous appointment, and he continued 
the services in the evening. Here, a 
respectable number assembled, many of 
them with a hearing ear and a grateful 
heart. One young woman, of amiable 
accomplishments, came that afternoon 
five miles on foot, and brought her infant 
child in her arms, to hear the Gospel. 
Similar cases are not rare. She did nut 
complain. How many excuses for •»•. 
glecting the Gospel would be removed at 
once, if there were but a ditpotitioa to 
attend to it. 

While we need more labourers, I will 
say, we feel encouraged. We want the 
prayers of our Christian brethren. We 
cannot work successfully without them. 
When tliey have given their money, they 
should feel that they have done but one 
part of their duty. Brethren^ prat /or us. 



From Rev. Robert Carver PhUlipehurgh^ 
L.C. 

I entered the province, the first day of 
June, and on the Sabbath succeeding, 
preached at Rawdon, a newly settled 
township, fifty miles north of Montreal. 
Here, I spent four weeks, preaching e^ery 
Sabbath, except one. I'hat Sabbath I 
preached in L' Assumption, a French 
settlement, of considerable size, half way 
between Montreal and Rawdon. The 
congregations, in both places, were small, 
and composed, principally, of *'o/d coun- 
try people,** as they are called— Irish, 
Scotch and English, with a very few 
Americans. 

At L* Assumption, when I was there, 
no church had been organized. In Raw. 
don, one was in existence, formed, I think, 
by Mr. Curry, within a year. Considerable 
additions were^madeto it last February, by 
Rev. Mr. Miller, their present minister. 

Early in July, I came to this place, and 
have furnished the people with preaching 
every Sabbath since. Here is a small 
Congregational church, organized in Janu. 
ary, 1826, consisting at present, of 18 
members, a number of whom, however, 
liave removed from the place, so that only 
10 or 12 of them live sufficiently near to 
attend on my ministry. The church is 
what you would expect to find one, which 
had never had a settled pastor, and had 
enjoyed only occasional preaching. Since 
my arrival, the prospecU of the church 
have been gradually brightening. 
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Missionary Appointments by the Executive Committee of the A. H. M. 
from September l^th, to October Ibth, 1836. 



S. 



Re- appointments. 

Rev. R. V. Hall, La Pra rie and vicinity, L. C. 
Kev C. P. Hal^ey, Rusaelltown, L. C. 
Rev H HaJsey, Niagara and Lewiston.N. Y. 
Rev. Z. Eddy, fiJheriunn, N. Y. 
Rev. E. H. Stratton, Oakfield, N. Y. 
Rev. L. Hull, Angelica, N. Y. 
Rev. Q. E. Delevun, Uammundsnort, N. Y. 
Rev. R. Weit, Reading, N. Y. 
Rev. G. Eastman, Farmington, Mich. 
'Rev. N. Burton liidgebury, Conn. 
Bm. S Manning, Musonville. N. Y. 
Rw. A. Judaou, 8outljwark, Phii. 
Rev. L.Penneil, to go to West. 
Rev. J. W. Beecher, Huron, O. 



Rev. R. VV. Landie, Lower Providence, Pa. 
Rev. C. Smith, Bolton, N. Y. 
Rev. C. R. Fwk, Logan, O. 
Rev. R. Barnes, Washington, Hi. 

Missionaries not in Qmmission last fear. 
Rev. T. Baldwin, Darien, N. Y. 
Rev. W. Houden, Franklinvilie.N.Y 
Rev. R. Kay, Belleville, U. C. 
Rev. H. L. Miller, Saginaw, Mich. 
Rev, L. Kellogg, Columbus. N J. 
Rev. W. Ramsey, South West part of Phfl, 
Rev. J. Hellenstem, Allentown, Pa. 
Rev. B. M. Nyre, Womelsdorf, Fa. 
Rev. J. H. Bernheim, ±Uizabethtown, Pa. 



The Treasurer of the American Home Missionary Society acknowledges the 
receipt of the following sums, from September 15«A, to October 15/A, 1836. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE— * 

Lyme, to const. Rev. E. Tenney a L. 
MASSACUU 5>E'ri'S— 
Boston, Fark-st. Uh. Ladies, 175 ; Samuel 

Hubbard, lUU; 
Danvers, bequest of the Ikte Mrs. Dorcas 

Putnam, 
• East Abingtoq, to co*at R«v. Reed Wi^ 

kmson a L. Mi 
Hampshire Miss. Soc.por E. Williams, 

Treas.j 
New^Bedford, to const. Rev. J. A. Rob- 

eru a L. M. 
Northampton, Ladies* Benev. Soc, 
North bridge, to const, Mrs. Susan Forbush 

a L. M., 
Pilgrim C'ouference, to const. Rev. Tho- 
mas Bo u telle a L. M., 
Plymouth, Robinson Ch., to const. Rev. 

L. W. Cleric a L.M. 
Q,uincy, Evan. Ch. and Soc, to const. 

Rev. Wm. M'Uonuel a L. M., 
Rebobuth, Orleans Fem. Miss. Soc. 
South Reading, Fem. CenL 5k)c,, to const. 

Rev. Reuben Emerson a L. M., 
West Noedham, Ladies' Miss Soc, to 

const. Rev. J. W. Sessions a L. M. 
CONNECriCUT— 
Mystic Bndgf , Fem. Benev. Soc, in part 

to comtt. Mrs. Julia A. Stoddard a L. 



D.,100 00 



275 00 
100 00 



250 00 

30 00 
40 W 

30 00 

30 00 

34 00 

30 00 
15 00 

30 00 

30 00 



15 00 



New-Haven, East Dist, Miss. Assoc, per 

H. E. Hodges, T reas. 
Southport, Ci., Mrs. E. B. Perry. 
NEW-YORK*- 

Canaau, North Church, 
- OttUikill, Edward Hill, per Rev. Dr. Porter. 
Fulton, Aux;H.M.S., ' 

' Havaunu Church, per Rev. E. Buck, 
Kellogsvillo, C. Kellogg, 
Luaiberland, Cong. Ch., per. Rev. J. 

Harrison, 
JV^w- York Cityy vix :— 
Bleecker st. Ch., F.'W. Wolcott, 10 ; Sab. 

School, per M. Kilboum, 6 ; J. Donald- 
son, 2, 
Central CA., W. S. Barnard, 
First Free CA., Mon. con. coll., per Mr.' 

Doremusj 
Merc&r-st. Ch., Mon. con. coll., per L. 

Uolbrouk, 
Murray St. Ch., R. 8. Kissam, 5 ; E. P. 

Cook, 5, 
Second Avenue Ch., per. W. S. Chapman, 
Seventh Presb. Ch. Bible class, to const. 

Rev. E. P. Hatfield a L. M., 
SotUh Dutch C3fc., O, Holmes, 100 ; S. Cobb. 

jr-, ^ 105 00 



JOO 00 
10 00 

6 25 
500 
90 OU 
8 3«i 
4 00 

300 



18 00 
1 00 



76 34 



10 00 
85 00 



30 00 



Young Men's H. M. S., W. eJ. Dodge, 
M ' ^^•^"'^"•'' ^' Samuel Taylor, L. 
Ogden Fem. Miss. Soc., 
Painted Post, Fem. Miss. Soc, 
Ripley, Fem. Assoc, by J. Jackson, 
Rochester, Rev. Chester Dewey, L. M. in 

tull, 
Union, Presb. Ch., by Rev. J. M. Row- 
land, 
NEW-JERSEY— 
Mendham, Presb. Church, by Rev. D. H. 
Johnson, 
OHIO- 
Richfield, Maternal Assoc, per Mn. A. 
Broiison, 
HOME MISSIONARY, 



85 00 
33 00 
80 00 
14 75 

10 00 

17 19 



64 33 



3 00 
54 50 



tlOlO 68 
KNOWLES TAYLOR. Tiwurer. 



The fallowing sums are acknowledged as received bw 
Rev. Fheron Baldicin, in the staU of Illinois vre- 
vtqus to JiptU 1, itm. ^ ' ' •^ 

Alton, Benjamin Godfrey, L D 150- 
Wiuthfop S. (iilmao, L. D.,'lOo'' Ben^ 
jamm 1. Gilman, L. M., M ; Albert G. 
Sioo, L. M., 50 : Hezekiah Hawley. 
L.M., JU; Charles W. Hunter, L. M., 
Jo ; toamuel Wade, L. M., 30 • Wm 

.V"''''.' J'-^^o^ ' '^ ' *i«"ry ^ent La^ 
thys, L.. M., 30 ; Henry Booth by, L. M., 
30 ; a irieud, to connt. Rev. Frederick 
W. (iruves u^d Mrs. Graves Life Menn 
bers, 64,50; Enoch Long, i»0: G. W 
Walworth, 10; Thos. Lippincott, JO- 
Mary Long, 10 j A. B. RotfJ 10 ; F. w! 
Graves, 10 ; A. Alexander, 10 ; S. B 
Moore, 10.; J. W. Chickering, 10- b! 
F. Long, 10 ; other subscriptions. 9^.50* an •« 

Bellville, Alfred Co wles, 5 ;^ Rev. J P 
Brooks, 5 ; in full to const. Rev. John 
F. Brooks a L. M., " 

Canton, Presb. Ch., 

JacksooviUe, Presb. Ch., David B. Ayre., 
L. M., 30 ; Henry Jones, L. M., in paPt 
L) ; James G. Edwards, in part to const. 
Rev. A. Hale, L. M., i5 ; Mrs. A. Pren- 
tice, 10 ; Mon. con. coll., 35 : othet sub- 
scriptions, 101,50, 

Congregational Ch., Elihu Wolcott, 10; 
M. M. L. Reed, 10 ; Jeremiah Graves, 
10 ; utber •vbeeriptioiu,40, SO 
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AMGRICAX PASTOR^S JOURNAL., 

OR, 

SKKTCUBS OF REAL CHARACTERS, CONVERSATIONS, AND STRIKINO PACTS, FURNISHED 

CHIEFLY BY CLERGYMEN. 



THE AMIABLE INFIDEL COiNVERTED. 
[Furnished by a Clergym&n.J 

A. T. M. was a younij gentleman, 
of amiable disposition and insinuating 
address. He entered one of our rising 
institutions, at the West, and soon dis- 
tinguished himself, in every department 
of learning, to which his attention was 
directed. In mathematical studies, he 
easily surpassed all his competitors, 
and stood pre-eminent and alone. But, 
^uch was his afi'ability, his courtesy, 
and his modest deportment; that envy 
tbund no place in the hearts of his tei- 
low students ; they respected, they ad- 
mired, they loved tiim. Even when he 
was promoted to the rank of mathema- 
tical tutor, before he had reached his 
senior year, every student felt that the 
appointment was judicious, that M. 
was eminently qualified for the station. 
In his general deportment, he was an 
example of industry and regularity ; 
and his moral character was unim- 
peached. Little did his instructors 
think, that in the heart of one so ami- 
able and so exemplary, there lurked 
the demon of infidelity. 

A iew months after Al's. admission 
to the institution, it pleased the Lord, 
to call the attention of many of the 
students to the subject of their souls' 
salvation. One and another professed 
a hope in Christ ; many attended meet- 
ingii for religious conversation, and a 
general seriousness pervaded the insti- 
tution. M. appeared to take no particu- 
lar interest in the revival. On the 
iSabbath, he went, as usual, to the 
sanctuary, and listened, respectfully, 
to the messages of truth. {Sometimes 
indeed, when forcible and pungent ap- 
peals were made to the heart and con- 
science, a cloud would seem to gather 



upon his knitted brow, and his dark, 
piercing eye would flash displeasure ; 
plainly indicating, that the appeal 
found •no welcome response in his bo- 
som. Inquiry was made of his confi- 
dential friends, and it was soon ascer- 
tained, that M. had long been a de- 
cided, though secret infidel. 

Believing him to be somewhat im- 
pressed with divine truth, I sought an 
opportunity, after the public exercises 
of the Sabbath, to converse with him 
on personal religion. His half averted 
face, and stern aspect, showed, too 
plainly, that the subject was disagree- 
able to him, and that he wished to be 
left to his own reflections. With a 
few brief remarks, I left him. A few 
hours after, his room-mate called on 
me, with a request from M. that I 
would visit him without delay. I imme- 
diately went to his room, and what a 
spectacle ! M. was stretched upon hig 
bed, rolling and tossing in the utmost 
agony. He requested me to pray for 
him. I attempted. For a moment he 
was calm and quiet. The next mo- 
ment, his whole frame was convulsed, 
by the intensity of his mental anguish. 
He said but little. Now and then, 
amidst his violent agitations, 1 could 
hear him say, in a suppressed whisper, 
'*lost! lostr I spoke to him of the 
mercy of God in Christ Jesus, but it 
availed not. I dwelt upon the justice 
of God in the condemnation of the 
sinner, but I could get no clue to the 
actual state of his mind. At inter- 
vals, he would be entirely composed,, 
and then, without any visible cause,, 
his whole frame would be agitated,^ 
and the most heart-rending groans 
would arise from his breast. In this 
condition, he contmued about thirty 
hours, and then suddenly commenced 
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praising his God and Saviour. It was 
one of the clearest cases of conversion, 
1 ever witnessed. The Saviour, which 
he had found so precious, he began to 
commend to his iellow students, with 
great effect. 

A convenient opportunity present- 
ing, I requested him to give me some 
account of nis early life, and, espe- 
cially, to inform me, what was the state 
of his mind, when hito bodily agitation 
was so great. He said, his parents 
were pious, and he was earJy taught to 
revere the word of God. He believed, 
because his parents believed, but had 
not a particle of emdenccj on which to 
rest his belief. He supposed the Bible 
to be true, of course ; and never, for a 
moment, thought of doubting it, until 
one of his associates repeated to him 
some of Paine's objections to the Bible. 
This took him altogether by surprise. 
He had supposed, tliat the sacred vo- 
lume rested on a basis, too firm, to be, 
for a moment, suspected, but what that 
basis was, he knew not. He procured 
a copy of Paine, and became familiar 
with his irreverent and vulgar attacks 
upon the Bible. 

About this time he fell in company 
with a preacher, who proved to be as 
much an infidel, and as little informed 
on the subject, as himself. He hastily 
concluded that the Bible was false, and 
that the clergy were imposters. As he 
increased in years, he reflected more 
seriously on the subject, and began to 
think that he had been premature in 
rejecting the word of God, that as an 
honest man, he ought, at least, to ex- 
amine the other side, and see what 
could be said in favour of Christianity. 
He commenced the examination, de- 
termined to follow the leadings of evi- 
dence. One infidel prop after another 
was removed, and his frail fabric stood 
tottering, when, on the Sabbath above 
alluded to, a sermon, on the resurrec- 
tion as demonstrating the truth of 
Christianity, left him entirely without 
support. He had solemnly promised, 
when his objections were removed, to 
embrace the Gospel. And now, the 
time had come. He felt, that he had 
abused the mercy of God, and now he 
wished to fly to his protection. Crush- 
ed, beneath the weight of his own sins, 
and apprehending the punishment just- 



ly denounced against sinners, his an- 
guish was too intense to be endured. 
His mind, in seeking some relief, would 
fasten upon the reasoning of Paine 
against the Scriptures, and this would 
give him mon^ntary respitjs. Then 
the overwhelming evidences of Chris- 
tianity, would rush to his recollection, 
and throw him into the deepest dis- 
tress, till, at last, he was made willing, 
and the lamp of hope was lighted up 
in his soul. In a iew months more, 
after adorning his profession, he was 
called, In the triumphs of faith, to his 
reward on high. 

In view of this history, my mind was 
impressed with this thought. How im- 
portant, that parents and teachers 
should arm their children and pupils 
against the attacks of infidels, by fur- 
nishing them with the outlines of evi- 
dence on which the Bible rests,, and by 
informing them, that objections have 
been made to the Bible, and showing 
them, how easily they can be removed. 
By such a. course, no doubt, many a 
youth might be saved from infidelity. 



FREEDOM OF CHRISTIAN INTERCOURSE. 

It is an infirmity common to near- 
ly all men, to think the former days 
better than the present. We attri- 
bute to the generation, and to the 
times, thfe deterioration which is per- 
sonal to ourselves, or has its existence 
in the nearer view which experience 
has given us of facts, which before 
were but imperfectly understood. Still, 
changes do occur in the state of society, 
and in the modes in which religious 
feelings develope themselves ; and it 
would be unreasonable to suppose they 
are always for the better. 

As an example of an alteration for 
the worse, I would mention the ab- 
sence of that conlidence and freedom 
from restraint, which formerly charac- 
terized Christians in their intercourse 
with each other. Almost every pro- 
fessor of religion, whope experience 
enables him to look back upon twenty 
years spent in the service of his Mas- 
ter, feels an involuntary sigh steal from 
his bosom, as he remembers the de- 
parted freedom and familiarity of inter- 
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course, which he once was wontto bold 
with his brethren and sisters in the 
Lord, in the earlier days of his new 
life. There may be, at present, more 
precision of doctrinal views, more dig- 
nity of intercourse, than formerly, but 
we have suffered a loss in the whole- 
heartedness, the intense sympathy 
which pervaded the breasts, and mark- 
ed the intercourse of active, spiritual 
professors of religion. How seldom, 
at the present day, do we hear persons 
newly convierted, or saints of ripe ex- 
perience, detailing the history of their 
relio-ious conflicts and victories, or ad- 
monishing each other, by the trials 
through which they have been led, to 
guard aorainst the follies which have 
produced those trials. And the reason 
is, not that Christian experience is dif- 
ferent, but that the fashion is altered — 
the never ceasing fluctuation of human 
manners, has invaded even the inter- 
course of the family of Christ. 

To give illustrations of this may 
scarcely be necessary, and yet without 
them, my object in writinsr this article 
may not be answered. The following, 
among many examples that might be 
adduced, are fresh in the records of me- 
mory. 

"Brother H ," said a Christian 

merchant to a friend whom he met oc- 
casionally — »« l)o you not remember the 
meetings we used to have in the lofl of 
my store, when T kept in — street ?" 
•* O yes," was the reply, " I often think 
of them, and sigh for the return of such 
blessed seasons. There were A. and 
B. and C. (and others whom he named,) 
how happy we used to be when to- 
gether, and how loth to part!'* ** Yes," 
said the first, " and so free was our in- 
tercourse, that we used to know each 
other's sniritual troubles, andif anyone 
was in difficulty and darkness, he was 
sure to have the sympathy and prayers 
of all the rest. We did not then mind 
meeting in a cold room, but could kneel 
down together, amid the barrels and 
boxes, on the unswept floor, and found 
it a.Bethel." Thus did these brethren 
fifo on, recalling the days of their first 
love, and dwelling with delight on 
tlie simple manners and frank commu- 
nications of their early discipleship, 
and regretting the necessity^ which 
seemed to be imposed upon them by 



the altered usages of society, to be 
more distant and reserved ; and, par- 
ticularly, that now, though belonging 
to the same church, Ihey knew so little 
of each otkefs spiritual condition^ as to 
be almost without a motive to pray for 
each other. 

Another example. I remember a 
social circle, assembled in a log house 
of the West, — (the memory of that 
cabin is dear to me, for it was kept 
warm with the breath x)f prayer and 
praise.) — There were present, besides 
the family, several professors of reli- 
gion, among others, tWo young men, 
who, from their similarity of character 
and strong attachment to each other, 
were called by their friends •< David 
and Jonathan." In the course of the 
"^ow of soul," it was ascertained, that 
both of these young men were in spi- 
ritual darkness. As the evening ad- 
vanced, and prayer and singing were 
mingled in the communion of that 
Christian circle, the various experience 
of those who composed it was drawn 
out, in reference to this point, viz : th^ 
way in which holy affections may be ex- 
cited. One of the older professors pre- 
sent, then briefly analyzed what had 
been said, and deduced the conclusion, 
that holy affections cannot be expected, 
where the appropriate objects of those 
affections are not before the mind. 
The effect of the whole on these two 
young men was most happy. They 
had been examining themselves, with 
the expectation of finding religious 
emotions, whilst they were doing no- 
thing, and contemplatinfr nothing fitted 
to awaken emotion. Here they saw 
their error, and whilst they gained an 
accession to their stock of truths, they 
learned the way to foil the adversary, 
in his future assaults of the same kind. 
They now learned, that if they wished 
for love to Christ, they must bring him, 
in the details of his character and won. 
drous deeds, before the eye of the soul; 
if they wished for -concern for the souls 
of sinners, they must not only go to 
their chamber expecting to find it there, 
but must fix their attention on some 
particular sinners, labour and pray for 
their conversion, and experience the 
resistance which corrupt human na- 
ture makes to all such efforts of love, 
and then they would feel emotions 
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of pity for sinners, and abhorrence 
for sin. 

Another example of the same kind, 
I remember, occurred as folfows. A 
pious lady, who was lamenting to a 
friend, her want of sensible affection 
to the Saviour, and even doubting her 
interest in Christ, experienced speedy 
relief, in consequence of her friend's 
repeating the hymn, beginning 

** Hvk, my soul, it is the Lord." 

As the stanzas went on, and as each 
kind and faithful act of Jesus in behalf 
of the soul was brought under her no- 
tice, she felt the ice within her melt 
away, the clouds dispersed, and she 
was enabled to exclaim, »* Lord, thou 
knpwest all things ; thou knowest that 
I love thee!" 

But further examples need not be 
cited. May such blessed simplicity re- 
turn — ^may this happy frankness, this 
confidence in a Christian because he is 
a Christian, become again a trait of 
our professors, and it will obviate a 
defect, which all the activity and ma- 
chinery of modern piety cannot supply. 



THE CONVENIENT SEASON. 

There is a large class of those who 
bear the Gospel, that, we have reason 
to fear, will fail of eternal life, because 
they are looking for a season, more 
convenient than the present, for attend- 
ing to their spiritual interests. They 
may feel, that there is a reality in eter- 
nal things, — they may be convinced, 
that they have a great work to do, to 
prepare for happiness in the presence 
of a holy God — they may admit, that 
they must be born again, or they can 
never enter the kingdom of Heaven. 
But, they cannot be persuaded to at- 
tend to their immortal interests now. 
They have so many cares — so much 
business^ that they cannot find a mo- 
ment's time for reflection. They do not 
intend to neglect these interests for- 
ever. But, at some more convenient 
season, they determine to make their 
peace with God. 

This class of hearers, often occa- 
sions a Christian minister more solici- 
tude than any other. There are those 



among them, who will adjnit the truth 
of all that he preaches, and who feel, 
that it is his sacred duty, to ur^ge the 
high motives of the Gospel upoii every 
man's conscience, and to press p:en 
into thfe kingdom of Heaven. But still, 
all that he says, glances over their 
heads, and leaves them unaffected. 
They design, at Pome future time, to 
take heed to these things ; but tfie Tpre- 
sent, IS not a convenient «ca*on— they 
have so many cares, 

L. W. was a man of this description. 
He was intelligent, charitable, and 
public spirited. He was a firm friend 
of good order; and contributed, large- 
ly, to the support of a preached GospeL 
He as-sented to the great truths of this 
Gospel, and would often say, with evi- 
dent emotion, that he must have a neto 
heart. But he was overwhelmed in 
the cares of the world. The conve- 
nient season never came. But sickness 
came — and came, in a moment of which 
he was not aware, and with a violence, 
that no human power could control. 
His minister was immediately called. 
He came. But he came too late. 
Reason had taken her everlastinff 
flight. He lingered, for a day, and 
dropped into eternity. He had scraped 
together seventy thousand dollars of 
this world's goods. But where, ye 
men of business and of cares, where is 
his SOUL ? 

Header, art thou a man of cares? 
Care for thjr souL Art thou looking 
for a convenient season ? Behold, now is 
the accepted time. Behold, ncm is tho 
day of solvation. 



PARENTAL INSTRUCTION. 

Says a Missionary of the A. H. M. 
S., 1 have recently been called to the 
awful task of pi'eaching, through the 
grates of a prison, to two unhappy 
men condemned to the gallows ; one 
of whom, has expiated his crime, with 
professions of piety deeply clouded by 
the circumstances. The other, \^ to 
be hung in a few days. Oh ! tell the 
world-^taD parents, that the want of 
PARENTAL and Sabbath instructions, 
chiefly account for the horrid deeds of 
these unhappy men and their awful end. 
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Go, Prkach the Gospil Mark xvi. 15. 

How shall they preach except they be sent?.. .Rom. z. 15. 



¥•1. IX. ]>ECE]fIBBR !• 1836. No. 8. 

A QUESTION. 

WhT should we prosecute the work or home MTSSTONS with 80 MUCH 
ENERGY, AND AT SUCH A LARGE EXPEiNSE, WHEN THE DEMANDS OF THE FOREIGN 
MISSIONARY CAUSE ARE SO URGENT ? 

ANSWER, 

For two reasons. First. — The great importance of the American peo- 
ple, CONSIDERED WITHOUT REFERENCE TO ANY OTHER PEOPLE. The empire of 

China, according to Gutzlaff, contains 367 millions of people. The population 
of the Uliited States, according to Mr. t)arby, by a ratio of annual increase 
much less than has marked its progress for the last forty years, will be, in one 
hundred years from this time, 333 millions, which is only ,S4 millions less than the 
present population of China. If it is doubted whether the territory of the 
United States can sustain such a population, let the reader glance at the follow- 
ing facts in the history of China. 

<* Chih-le, the province where the court is established, is extremely sandy, 
and by no means fertile. Its area comprises about 59,700 square miles, and it 
contains, according to the latest census, 27,990,871 inhabitants !" The area of 
the state of Illinois is 57,900 square miles, and with its superior fertility, who 
will doubt that it may sustain as many inhabitants as Chih-le, in China. ^ 

Keang-soo and Gan-hwuy, comprising 81,500 square miles, with 72,011,560 
inhabitants, are exceedingly fertile, and* perhaps, the most populous districts^ of 
China. Why may not Missouri, with an area of 65,500 square miles, support an 
equal population, in proportion to its territory? And why may not the Missis- 
sippi valley, embracing an area of 1,353,145 square miles, support as many in- 
habitants as China Proper, with an area of 1,298,000 square miles? 

But if the population of this country shall increase as rapidly as we have 
supposed, and be sustained on our soil, and religious influence shall not keep pace 
with its advancement, then, in one hundred years, the conversion of this nation 
may be as great a work as is now the conversion of China. To prevent such 
a result, how tremendous is the responsibility of the present generation ! No 
mind can estimate the importance of furnishing an adequate supply of the 
means of religions instruction to these states without delay, that they may 
Vol. IX. 18 
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begin with the beginning, and grow with the growth of the nation. Every 
pastor and every Christian should awake to the claims of so great a cause. 
Shall these unborn myriads love God and cultivate the amiable and holy virtues, 
or shall they be a vast unhumbled people, al^andoned of heaven to blasphemy and 
licentiousness ? Shall the sun shine upon the numberless cities that in the next 
century will cluster along our lakes and upon our water-courses, and his light 
be reflected from the^ spires of temples of the living God ; or shall he shed his 
reluctant rays upon a laikl wasted and blighted by infidelity and crime, and upon 
a people whose abominations have cried to heaven, till they have been given 
over to dig with their own hands the grave of their liberties! In a word, shall 
the future millions of America be saved or lost? 

But there is a second consideration from which the necessity of evangelizing 
this country is still more apparent, and that is, the united states will kot 
STAND OR FALL ALONs. They are destined to exert an unequalled influence on the 
character and destiny of other nations. The nature of our institutions, social and 
political, fit us to acquire and to wield greater power abroad than probably any 
other people. In Europe, we behold an aggregation of independent kingdoms, 
having difierent languages, laws, and religious views. In all of them we see 
the people split up into grades, which are so separated from each other as to 
have but little mutual influence. Between the different ranks of society there 
are chasms almost impassable; hence, in such communities, truth spreads slowly, 
opinions are propagated with comparative difficulty ; it is almost impossible to 
create anything like unity of interest , or impress upon the whole population a 
homogeneous character. But in this country it is diflferent ; with one sad 
exception, we have no artificial distinctions in society ; all are equal, 
all claim the right of canvassing and deciding upon the claims of every new 
practice or opinion ; we all speak the same language, have the same civil and 
social character ; intelligence circulates with immense rapidity throughout all 
classes of the community, and from one end of the land to the other. Every im- 
provement in the arts, or theory of science, or doctrine of religion that is 
broached in one section of the land, immediately becomes the property of the 
whole nation, and is rejected or embraced almost without distinction of territo- 
rial location. These circumstances give a unity of character to Americans 
that can never be possessed by any other people. The power of America will, 
therefore, be the power of an entire nation — it will be uniform, and make a deep 
impression wherever it is exerted. Now bear in mind, that these free institu- 
tions and these elements of power belong to a nation that in 100 years will be 
333 millions — who go abroad to every land, and sail on every sea, and who 
speak a language that will, undoubtedly, be the language of all North Ameri- 
ca, (except Mexico,) of New Holland, South Africa, and, probably, of Soutliern 
India and the Pacific Islands, as well as of Great Britain, — bear these things in 
mind, and the religious influence of this country becomes incalculable. The 
conversion of this nation will be, in eflfect, the conversion op the world. But 
let this be an irreligious people — ^let the giant energies of this great republic 
be exerted to scatter abroad infidelity and crime, — let our ships carry a moral 
pestilence from our shores, and bear it away to the distant oceans where cupi- 
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<lity or enterprise may allure them, and, humanly speaking, the eonTersion of 
the world would be impracticable. 

The conclusion is inevitable, then, that America mustf by all means, be thoroiigly 
•evangelized. 



CORRESPONDENCE OF THE A. H. M. S. 



ILLINOIS^ 

From Rev, A.. Hale j JackeonvilUt III. 

I have recently returned from a tour to 
the north-western part of the state, and 
to Wisconsin Territory. 

My journey was principally in the lead 
mine district, and East of the Mississippi 
river. Brother Kent, of Galena, and my. 
self, visited the principal viilages'and set- 
tlements. We fbund no minister of our 
denomination, and very few of any other. 
Indeed, we have no missionaries north, 
west of Rock River, except brother Kent 
and brother Watson at Du Buque. 

WANTS OF WISCONSIN. 

In Wisconsin Territory, with a popula- 
tion of 25,000, there are not more than 
four or five ministers, that we could hear 
of, of all denominations. The population 
of the Territory is somewhat peculiar. A 
far greater portion of them due foreigners 
than of the people of Illinois. They are, 
«8 a body, more intelligent. There is 
more open wickedness — such as intempe. 
ranee and gambling — more infidelity, or 
rather, it is more bold and open ; and 
there is more money. We need, hnme. 
diately, two missionaries, to plant within 
forty miles of Galena. But they must be 
men — men of sound minds, and warm 
hearts — men who can meet opposition, 
and bear insults, and who are willing to 
labour hard, and bear reproach, for 
Christ's sake. 

It must not be forgotten, that churches 
in Wisconsin are as scarce as ministers. 
All is new. There are a few professors 
of religion, scattered over the field, pant- 
ing for the bread and water of life, and a 
large number, who once were enrolled 
among the people of God, but are now 
twice dead, and among the most formida. 
ble obstacles to the progress of religion. 

We wish it were in our power to furnish, 
immediately, the men that are needed for the 
field which our brother has surveyed. But 
where shall we look for them? The cry 



comes to us, on almost every breeze, ''men! 
men!" And what shall we say t Shall we 
say to the perishing, your case is indeed de- 
plorable, but it is also irremediable 7 You 
need help, but there is no help for you ? Dark 
as your prospects are without a preached Gos- 
pel, you must go to your graves and to the 
judgment.seat, without it 1 And shall we say 
this in the name of the churches of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and in the name of his minister- 
ing servants, and in the name of hundreds of 
young men, who have within a few years been 
brought into the kingdom, and but few of 
whom have consecrated their ^enerdes to the 
ministry of reconciliation ? Are our Christian 
brethren prepared, to share with us the re- 
sponsibility of such a reply ? Or will they in- 
quire earnestly and prayerfully, what the Lord 
will have them to do, in this critical condition 
of Zion 1 What are the causes of the present 
alarming scarcity of religious teachers? Is 
the tone of piety in the church what it ought 
to be ? Is the command of Christ obeyed, 
pray ye the Lord of the harvest, that he will 
•end forth labourers into his harvest? Are 
there no more of the sons of the church, that 
will come forward to minister at her altars t 
And must this fearful disparity between our 
destitutions and our means of Supply continue 
to increase, and the kingdom of heaven ere 
long be taken from us, and given unto those 
who will brmg forth the fruits of it ? 



From Rev, FUvel Bascom, Pleasant 
Grove, III, 

From the date of my last report to the 
1st of September, I continued to divide 
my labours between the four places which 
have long been under my charge. Since 
that time, I have been constrained to 
leave Pekin and Sand Prairie, and devote 
myself to Pleasant Grove and Tremont, 
the people in those places being very de- 
siroos of having my whole time. 
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A MINISTEB, WANTED. 
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In Pekin a wide door is open for the 
usefulness of a Presbyterian minister, of 
the right stamp. The town has been set. 
tied five or six years, and, to my know- 
ledge, no minister of any denomination 
has ever resided there ; and at the present 
time, there is an earnest desire, on tiie 
part of many of the leading citizens, to 
have a clergyman settled among them. 
There is ability and willingness to raise 
a large portion of his salary, and to erect 
a house of worship for the congregation. 

UNION MEETING, 

In Sand Prairie I held a camp meeting 
in September, in union with the Cumber- 
land Presbyterians. Though the weather 
was unfavourable, yet it was an interest, 
ing meeting. A precious feeling of union 
between the brethren and ministers of 
the two denominations was cultivated ; 
Christians were revived, and brought to 
tho exercise of penitence and faith, and 
were aroused to unwonted activity for the 
conversion of sinners. Several of the im- 
penitent were awakened, and some pro. 
fessed submission to God, on the terms of 
the Gospel. 

ZION RBVrVED. 

A protracted meeting was held in our 
new meeting house in this place, the first 
week in September. It was a season of 
lp>oat solemnity. Our little church were, 
in some good measnre, prepared to enjoy 
and improve such an occasion ; and when, 
at the commencement of the meeting, 
the Uuih was brought to their minds, in 
its simplicity and power, there was a bro- 
kenness of heaft apparent, which it is 
delightful to witness, but fur more so, to 
experience. A spirit of believing prayer 
was equally apparent, accompanied with 
faithful and affectionate exhortntion to 
the impenitent. And need I add, that 
this state of things was followed by cases 
of conviction and conversion among the 
impenitent? Every unconverted person 
who attended the meetings was s«rious, 
and more or less awakened to the realities 
of religion. From eight to twelve have 
since professed hope in Christ, and, to 
hnman view, appear to bo true converts. 
Others are still in an intercftting state of 
mind ; and wo hope yet to . bo able to 
speak of more coiiver«ton«, as the result of 
tkat meeting. Our entire dependence on 
tlie Spirit of God, was distinctly kept in 
view,, through all oar exerdsos^ and was 



deeply felt by many of the church. And 
we feel, that all the praise belongs to 
God. Most of the converts are among" 
the children and youth of our Sabbath 
school. 



From Rev, E. H, Hazard, Propheisiown, 
Whiteside co,, 111, 

WHO WILL GO FOR US ? 

Since my last, I have been through the 
settlement, from the mouth of Rock 
River to the northern line of Ilhnois. I 
spent two Sabbaths at Rockford, and at 
the mouth of Kishwakee, one at Cleave- 
lund, near the mouth, and the remainder 
I have spent in preaching to the people in 
this settlement. 

I mentioned to you in my last, that 
there are numerous destitute settlements 
in this region, whose inhabitants are de- 
sirous to have preachers sent to them. 
These are all increasing rapidly in popu. 
lation, and a host of ministers will soon 
be needed to supply the wants of Rock 
River. I am fully apprized of the impos. 
sibility of your society's being able, with 
all your solicitude and effort, to supply 
fully these wants. But« cannot your so. 
cicty send out, at least two men, who may 
occup3' some of the most important points 
on tho river — say one at Rockford, and 
the other at, or near, the mouth of Rock ? 
You would then have three missionaries, 
stationed about forty miles apart, upon 
one of the most beautiful and health]!^ 
navigable rivers of the valley. And would 
this be more than our share, of the few 
you have to send out ? The people are 
extremely anxious, at both these places, 
to have a man sent them. When I was 
at Rockford last, a man (not a member 
of the church) said to me, " I hope you 
will write to the Home Missionary So. 
ciety every week, until they send us a 
minister." A church might be formed 
there immediately, of fifteen or twent/ 
members. 

We commend the foregoing communication, 
and the one which follows, to the special notice 
of candidates for the sacred ministry. Our 
hearts have been moved with compassion, as 
we have seen, in these and in other communi* 
cations, the moral wants of this section of our 
country portrayed. And we have looked 
around, but have looked in vain, for the men, 
who will go and preach the unsearchable 
riches of Christ ie these destitute setUeoieBte* 
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Here is a field, wide enough and fertile enough, 
for the expansion and the exhaustion of any 
man's powers. Here, churches are to he 
planted— characlpr is to be formed — founda- 
tions are to be laid, and the foundations of 
many generations. Here, villages are spring- 
ing up, and a population is rushing in, and a 
little one is soon to become a thousand ; and 
a devoted man of God, by what he may ac- 
complish while living, and by what his works 
may eventuate in after he is dead, may take 
fust hold of interests, the magnitude of which 
BO finite mind can comprehend. And who is 
the man that will hearken to ihis call, and 
plant himself in this inviting portion of the 
vineyaitl? We will promise him work enough, 
and bread enough, and we will point him to a 
promise, in Daniel xii, 3, large enough, to sa- 
tis/y his highest aspirations. 



From a Layman, at Rockford, III 

GREAT NEED OF A DEVOTED MINISTER. 

I wish to ascertain, whether it is in the 
power of your society, to send us imme- 
diately, a preacher of the Gospel. If you 
could do this, 1 have no doubt we should 
be able to support him, without expense 
to the society. At all events, we are pre- 
pared to make the attempt. We have as 
yet ne church, but there are probably a 
dozf»Ti or more, including both sexes, pre- 
pared to be formed into a cliurch, as soon 
as an opportunity presents itself;— that is, 
as soon as some one will come among us, 
qualified to accomplihh the desirable ob- 
ject. For this, we are waiting. Must we 
remain in this unconnected state, exposed 
to numerous temptations, without even 
the bonds of church fellowship or union, 
for Qur defence? Wo must have a 
preacher, if one can be obtained. But, 
we want a man possessing the spirit of 
his station — a man of God, not of the 
world. The station may not be of more 
importance than some others in the grow- 
ing West ; but I am sincere in the opinion, 
that few places, if any, yet unoccupied, 
are of higher importance than this. Rock 
River country possesses advantages, 
which will give it rank among the most 
important in this portion of the West. 
Bui I cannot now enter into a detail con. 
cerning it. Had your correspondent, in 
a late number of the Home Missionary, 
been as well acquainted with Rock, as 
with Fox River, he might have added a 
ehapter of interestlog matter io hia com^ 



mnnication. The inhabitants of this part 
of the river, are mostly from the East- 
men of enterprise and intelligence. 



From Rev, Enoch Kingsbury, DMnviUt, 

The past quarter has been one of more 
than usual labour and interest. It hat 
been tiie most sickly season in the ycer, 
and death has made its ravages. 

ENCOURAOEUENT. 

My calls have been unusually great. 
And never have I known a time, When 
there was a fairer prospect of usefulness. 
Some, within the field of mjr labours, have 
inquired for, and I trust found, the way 
to Zion. Such have been the calls, that 
I have been absent a great part of my 
time; and yet I am convinced that I 
ought now to be here all my time. Such 
is the urgent request of some, who are 
the most interested in the cause of Christ. 
What will become of this wide.spread 
and destitute field — I know not. But 
some of it, I must leave ; for I am satis* 
fied, that my labours are too much di- 
vided. It is too much like farming a 
township. 



From Rev. H, S. Colton, Hennepin^ Paf- 
I nam eo„ III. 

LAMENTED DEATH OF ELDER W. 

Colonel J. W., who came hare fron> 
Massachusetts, last year, and connected 
himself with this little feeble church, 
about the first of January last, and who 
was ordained ruling elder soon after, was 
removed from us by death, on the 28th of 
August. His mother, who connected 
herself with us at the same time with 
her son, was also removed by death, on 
the 25ih of August. Bv the removal of 
elder W., this church has sustained, to 
human view, an irreparable loss. Under 
God, he seemed to be the mainspring ot 
nearly all the operations of this chtiroh. 
His mind was remarkably active, his feel, 
ings ardent, and his enterprise and tkC* 
tivity attracted the attention of all. His 
plans of usefulness were extensive, and 
constantly increasing, as ho saw new 
fields opening before him. He possessed 
the entire confidence of all who knew 
him. The circumstance of elder W.*a 
death has spread a dark cloud over this 
ehuroh. Truly the Lord's ways ar« not 
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at ours, nor his thoughts as ours, but as 
high above them as the heavens are above 
the earth. For a. few weeks past, our 
meetings have been very well attended, 
and good attention paid to preaching ; but 
nothing of special interest is manifest in 
the congregation. 

HINORANCES TO THE GOSPEL IN NEW SET- 
TLEMENTS. 

None, but those who live in this coun- 
try, and feel for the interests of Zion, 
can properly estimate the counteracting 
, causes to ministerial influence and useful. 
ness in this region. — Such, for example, 
as immigration^ emigration^ speculation in 
the extreme^ want of conveniences for 
secret prayer, for social prayer, for gene- 
ral religious meetings, &.C., &.c. Another 
thing. The population of this country is 
composed of people from all parts of the 
Union, as well as from foreign lands, 
with all their diversity of habits, views, 
feelings, education^ mental and religious. 
Of course, they are not bound together 
by those common ties, which cement so- 
ciety, in older portions of our country. 



From Rev, Lucien Famam^ Prineetoiit 
Putnam Co.^ Ill, 

HELPS NOT MEET. 

A good degree of harmony prevails in 
this church, and we only need more of the 
spirit of Christ, to make us a happy peo- 
ple. We have difficulties to encounter, 
such as are incident to a new country, as 
well as those which are common to all 
Grod's people, in this world of pilgrimage. 
We have, perhaps, escaped the influence 
of the spirit of speculation, to a greater 
extent than most of the churches in this 
part of our country, yet we see and feel 
the effects of that current of worldliness, 
which sets so strong towards the gulf of 
perdition, bearing away immortal souls to 
ruin. We have to encounter the reproach 
which is brought upon religion by Chris, 
tians, and, in some cases, by ministers, 
who come from the East, professedly to 
do good, and when they get here, forgvt 
their object, give themselves up to the 
world, and instead of aiding, hinder the 
cause. Those who have been toiling amid 
difficulties and discouragements ; who 
have borne the burden and heat of the 
day ; and have been praying, and calling 
for help, to gather in the ripening harvest, 
fix»l the disheartening, withering influence 
of such helper*. They will weep at the 



sight of them, because, by them their 
burdens are increased, and their hand* 
weakened. Yet, not all — nor a majority, 
are of this class. Far from it. Many 
come who are fellow-helpers of our joy ; 
whose coming is hailed as a blessing — 
with devout thanksgiving to God. But 
still, there are far too nMiny, in respect to 
whom the prayer will break spontaneous, 
ly from every heart that loves Zion, 
'* Good Lord, deliver us." We shall be 
more benefited, by accessions which will 
bring an increase of holiness, and of the 
power of the Spirit, than by such as brin^ 
merely wealth and worldly influence.- 
** Not by might, nor by power ; but by 
my Spirit, saith the Lord.'* 



From Rev. Isaac Foster, Plainfield, III,- 

DESTITUTIONS OF NORTHERN ILLINOIS. 

My heart bleeds,, when I look on the- 
moral desolations of this extended re. 
gion, to think of the multitude of sheep 
without a shepherd, and the multitudes or 
souls for whom Christ died, perishing in 
their iniquity. I suppose, from the best 
information I can obtain, there are sixty 
or seventy thousand souls in the northern 
part of this state, that have not more 
than about a dozen efficient ministers, of 
all the evangelical denominations, and I 
have heard of only one of our order — 
brother Clark, North of here, this side of 
Green Bay — a distance of from two to 
three hundred miles, of rich, fertile coun- 
try, filling up most rapidly. The tide of 
immigration, is without a parallel. And 
who will take possession of this fairest, 
richest portion of our continent for Christ,, 
before the enemy shall have entrenched 
himself in his strongholds? On the norths 
west, there is brother Hazard on Rock 
River, brother Kent at Galena. I know 
of no others, to the outskirts of civiliza^ 
tion. 

WORLDLY PROFESSORS. 

There are many professors nf religion,, 
who come out to this western world, pro- 
fessing to wish, and probably intending, to- 
do much for the cause of the Redeemer, 
who, when they get on the ground, find 
the cares of the world so great, the ne. 
cessity of providing a home so urgent, and 
more particularly, the beautiful and fertile 
country of cheap lands so inviting, that 
they fall into temptation — ^lose their spi- 
rituality, and having no shepherd to 
watch over them, and bring them back to 
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the fold From wlience they stray, they are 
burred up in the world, and thus become 
rstumbling blocks in the way of sinners. 

TENT MEETING. 

I have ju^ closed a meeting in brother 
'Gridley*8 teirt, which was sent out to him 
'by eastern friends. It was held at Black, 
••tone's Grove, and continued, with some 
intermission, over three Sabbaths. God 
'blessed us, with the outpouring of his 
spirit. Many Christians, we trust, were 
quickened, und a goodly number of the 
impenitent hopefully submitted their 
hearts- to Him who died for them. The 
number will be best counted up at the 
judgment. 

Oh, that 'Some of our good brethren in 
'the ministry at the East, could but see 
this inviting field, as I see it. Methinks 
'they would be willing to exchange their 
"fine Churches for log huts, or shady 
^oves, to preach the word of life to per- 
'isliing sodls. There are many trials to 
«ndure, in the privations of this new 
xountry, that I anticipated not before I 
-entered it. But God has given me 
strength and health, so that I have been 
enabled to labour, as I never have done 
ijefore. 



^r9m Rt9, S. G. Lowry^ Crawfordsville, 
Jnd. 

In my last excursion through the north 
^rt of the state, I visited Kosciusko co., 
irhere brother Jones is located. It is a fine 
Ksounty of land, and has an unusually dense 
'population, for the age of it. But very 
oiew religious people. Some eight or ten 
^members of our church are scattered in 
different directions. I have since learned 
•of fourteen members, that are going into 
one part of it in a short time, others no 
>doubt will be there soon. 

There are many places yet in this state 
'that ore unsupplied. And many are 
places of great importance and good 
promise. We want you to send us more 
MEN, and then we shall want you to send 
■us more money. Can't you furnish a man 
for Fort Wayne. I name that place now, 
because it is a place of so much import- 
ance. Let us have good men and true. 

In several of the churches in this Pros. 
f>ytery, there are now pleasing indications 
of the divine presence. This makes our 
Jhearts rejoioe. Let us hope in God. 



From Rev. M. M» Post, Logansport, Ind, 

CLAIMS OF NORTHERN INDIANA. 

Notwithstanding the efforts to supply 
this state with the institutions of religion, 
the destitution increases. 

The population is ever outrunning the 
supply ; even for the last ten years, the pro. 
portionate increase has been greater than 
that of Illinois, remarkable as that has 
been. This fact I think ought to be un- 
derstood at the East. And another, — ^that 
the northern half of Illinois is in no re- 
spect, unless it be in the character of its 
immigrants, superior to the collateral sec- 
tion of Indiana, and that in nearly all 
other respects, especially in those of the 
admixture of woodland and prairie, of 
wholesome water and mill and manufac- 
tory privileges, it is decidedly inferior.— 
The character of the settlers in that part 
of Indiana also, is uncommonly high for 
enterprise and worldly thrift. For so new 
a country, the internal improvements 
successfully commenced, and some of 
them fur advanced, are, in number and 
importance, without a parallel. I hope 
the benevolence of eastern christians and 
patriots, will be wisely directed, and while 
they,. in no degree, restrict their efforts to 
bless other parts of our common beloved 
country, they will greatly enlarge them in 
behalf of Indiana. 



From Rev, John Thompson, Crawfordi. 
vilUj Ind. 

HOPE ENCOURAGED. 

Seven members of our Bible class, j6ined 
the church at our Inst communion. There 
is also an evident progress in piety among 
our members. And the solemn, and often 
deeply interested attention to preaching 
and prayer meetings, constrains me to be- 
lieve, that the Lord is among us ; and 
inspires the hope, that we shall yet see 
better days. This hope is strengthened 
by very plain indications, that the minis- 
tersand churches around, are thirsting 
for a revival. Our Presbytery met at 
Rockville, the first of last month, and was 
followed by a communion. The Lord 
blessed the preaching, and a very pleasing 
awakening took place. Twelve professed 
that they had found the Lord, and have 
since been added to the church. The 
interest still continues; and the elders 
and old church members are very much 
revived, making it hopeful that the work 
will continue. Last Friday, brother Shields, 
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was installed pastor of the united congre. 
gations of Pleasant Hill and Poplar 
Spring. The meeting was at the latter 
place, and was continued until Monday, 
having the Lord's supper on Sabbath. — 
The season was very solemn from the 
first; and the interest increased to the 
last. Many seemed to feel very deeply 
on the subject of their souPs salvation. — 
The whole church appeared very much 
revived. 

We have lost one valuable member at 
Union — a mother in our Israel. She died a 
few weeks since ; and so peaceful and com- 
posed was she in her last moments, that 
many were astonished, at her victory over 
the fear of death. So much feeling was 
never seen, with us, as at her funeral. 



From Rev.W. W. Woods, Putnamville, 
Putnam county, Ind. 

It is very pleasing to record the loving 
kindness of the Lord, in building up 
the waste places of Zion. We have 
been in a cold and formal condition, for 
some months past, but the long slumber 
in sin, seems to be broken up ; we have 
again been refreshed at our late commu- 
nion, in the Green Castle church. Twelve 
were added at that time to the church, 
eight of whom were, for the first time, ad. 
niitted to church privileges. 

The great obstacle to the advancement 
of Zion, in this part of the country, is 
worldly mindednesa in the church. Rail- 
roads — internal improvements have been 
the text for months, from which the people 
have been preaching, in season and out of 
season. The fever however seems to be 
abating, and a more healthy action, wc 
trust, will follow, when they will come 
back with penitence to the deserted cause 
of Christ, and acknowledge again its 
claims to be tlie all-absorbing subject. 



From Rev. B. Woodbury, Plain, Wood 
CO., O. 

It is one year this day, since I com- 
menced my labours, as your missionary, 
in Wood CO., Ohio, and I now report to 
yovk the sequel. 

You will allow mo first to say, that 
although I am not dispirited in view of 
the past year, I am far from being satisfi. 
«ed.^ I feel, indeed, that God, in the great. 
I «f hiB goodness has blessed my hum- 



ble attempts to serve him, while I have 
been all unworthy. I feel, that althojigh 
I have been able to do something f )r the 
honour of his name, yet in all things I 
have come short of his glory. 
' The little church, which commenced its 
career in December, 1835, by the gather, 
ing together of ten or twelve persons 
into covenant relations, now consists of 
twenty-four members. Seven others 
stand propounded for admission. The 
little Sabbath school has increased to a 
number rising of thirty. We have a fiible- 
class, at present embracing our own 
young peopl3, designed to embrace thoso 
of other families and communKies, which 
we think will be large for the population, 
and very useful. This Bible class, or 
young people *s meeting, embraces as one 
of its objects sacred music, and as it goes 
from house to house, in a circle of three 
or four miles, and all feel great interest tO' 
attend, the social benefit, I deem of no 
small consideration. 

Of our auditory, I would say that they 
make great sacrifice, on the Sabbath. — 
Most of the Christian families shut up 
their houses — and are from one to two and 
a half hours on the road to meeting, drawn 
frequently by oxen. Some women walk 
four miles — others ride on horseback, 
as far as six, seven, and eight miles. In 
good weather our congregation numbers 
about seventy. This number, doubtless 
to you appears small. But were you here, 
your feelings, I think would be modified. 
Our little church meets indeed, at the cen. 
tre of Plain, but it looks out by its mem. 
hers over the interests and perhaps desti. 
nies of five or six townships; and most 
probably, will prove the mother stock of 
as many churches, in a very few years. 
I was recently, the only ordained minister 
in the whole valley of the Maumee, from 
its mouth to Fort Wayne. Supplies have 
just been procured at Perrysburgh and 
Maumee. 

We have formed a permanent Home 
Missionary Society in oiir church. This 
is of recent origin, and its re'suUs will be 
duly reported another quarter. Sufiice it 
to say, that all the church embrace it 
heartily, and will respond as they are able. 
We have had no other hold on Foreign 
Missions, than the Monthly Concert. This 
has been attended in two places, and has 
yielded $5. This will be forwarded 
in due time to the Board. We consider 
thisquite important, as the first fruits of a 
very young vineyard. The Lord grant 
that the geaeral harvest may be abundant. 
Th^ Tract box did not arrive till late in 
the spring. I am now selling the volumes 
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ai Iihave opportunity — and the good seed 
^ going ih all directions. The Tracts so 
kindly given me, t distribute every where, 
at home and on my joumeys-^and they 
are doing good. I have nearly completed 
the survey of my field for the supply of 
the Bible. I have found but one desti- 
tute family. 



From Rev. H. 



R, Howe, Vintottt Gallia 
CO., Ohio. 



DEATH OF MRS. H. 

While the Lord has gladdened the hearts 
of all that love his holy name and- holy 
cause, by manifest tokens of his presence, 
lie has caused the heart of the little church 
in this place to bleed, by removing one from 
her communion, by the hand of death, 
who warn dear to all, and to whom all 
could look for example and instruction. — 
My dear companion sleeps in the grave. 
On Sabbath morning, Aug. 14th, her ran. 
somed spirit took its upward flight to man- 
sions on high, leaving her companions 
** in the kingdom and patience of Jesus,** 
to weep and labour yet a little longer in 
this val^ of tears. I had felt myself alone 
before, but this fact was more forcibly 
impressed on my mind, on that mournful 
occasion, when I looked around and not 
a ministering brotlier of my own denomi. 
nation, within thittjsf miles, to perform the 
services, even at the fbneral of a wife. — 
Mysterious indeed, is this visitation of 
Providence, but sure I am, that the same 
benevolent hand which gave, has taken 
away, and that benevolence dictated, as 
much the latter, as the former dispensa- 
tion. 

Mrs. H. was a native of Lee, Mass 
From her 17th to her 26th year, she was 
an intelligent, consistent and devoted 
Christian. Her whole energies were given 
to this field of missionary labour. With, 
out a murmur, she endured all the priva- 
tions, incident to a residence in this un. 
cultivated region of the vast valley of the 
West. But I must forbear — and speak of 
our prospects in general. 

SEASON OF REFRESHINoi 

Some time in the month of July, the 
church and congregation of Huntington 
resolved on holding a meeting for several 
successive days. It commenced on the 
15th, and closed on the 20th of September. 
A deep, silent, and delightful solemnity 
prevailed daring the whole season. On 
Sabbath, 45 persons attended an inqniry 

Vol. IX. - 19 



niecting; and on Monday night, 50 indi- 
viduals came forward, and requestol an in- 
terest in the prayers of God's people. Before 
the meeting closed, from 20 to 25 expressed 
the hope and belief, that they had passed 
from death unto life. The children of God 
were filled with sweet and delightful emo- 
tions of sonl — careless professors felt their 
sandy foundations crumble beneath their 
feet, and sinners trembled in view of their 
guilt and final doom. We all felt that God 
was there. The preaching was plain, 
pointed and dispassionaite. Since the meet- 
ing, 8 persons have been examined for ad- 
mission into the church. There are still 
tokens of the presence of the Holy Spirit in 
the congregation ; several cases of conver- 
sion have occurred within a few weeks. 



F^om Rev, E. Bascom^ Jackson, Jackson 
CO., O. 

Here are five counties without a Presby- 
terian minister, except brother Howe and 
myself; yet there is a church at every county 
seat, and a few others organized. My heart 
sinks, and my spirits <&oop, when I think 
of the magnitude of the work in which I am 
engaged. 



F^ffm Rev. G. G. Poage, Bainbridge, O. 

I have just returned from the meetings of 
our Presbjrtery and Synod. From the re- 
ports on the state of rdigion in the bounds 
of this Synod, it ai>peafs that there is eeta- 
sion both for rejoicing and mourning. No 
signal revival of religion has been enjoyed, 
no copious effusion of the Holy Spirit, no 
large ingathering of souls into the church ; 
yet there is reason to believe, that the 
preaching of the word, and other m^ns of 
grace, have not been in vain ; many souls 
have been born again, and considerable ac- 
cessions have been made to most of the 
churches. . 

On the other hand, vice, in its various 
forms, is extensively prevalent. The dese- 
cration of the Sabbath, especially on tly 
great thoroughfares, is believed to be on the 
increase; and what is most lamentable is, 
that many professed Christians are involved 
in this sin, and by their example, exert a 
most pernicious influence. Intemperance 
continues to make its ravages among vm, 
though it is, in a great measure, banished 
from the churches. A worldly spirit is the 
great sin in the church. There is a great 
want of active piety and zeal in the cause of 
God, and for the salvation of souls. Yet 
Grod has not left his people without cause 
for ^atitude. The preaching of the Gos- 
pel IS generally well attended. Sabbath 
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school, Bible class, and catechetical instruc-^ 
tion, is extensively enjoyed. The reli- 
gious and benevolent enterprises of the day, 
receive the attention and support of the 
churches. ' The cause of foreign missions, 
especially, is receiving increased attention, 
in some places, in the bounds of our Synod. 
The claims of the oppressed and degraded 
have not been forgotten. Efforts have been 
made for the instruction and moral eleva- 
tion of the coloured population, with cheer- 
ing prospects of success^ 

In mv own congregation, the prospect is 
rather less encouraging at present, than 
formerly. In' reviewing the three years I 
have laboured here, I have reason to lament, 
that I have done so little for the glory of 
God, and the good of souls. Yet, I have 
reason to believe, that my labour has not 
been in vain in the Lord. Though the 
seed lie buried long, it may yet spring up, 
and produce firuit. I would here express 
the gratitude of this church, to the A. H. M. 
S., for the aid they have received. To you, 
under God, they are indebted, for the stated 
means of grace for tliree years past. 

PJENNSYLYANIA. 

F\om Hev. A. Ketckim, Bethany^ Pa. 

DESTITUTIONS IN WAf NE COUNTY. . 

I am the only Presbyterian minister in 
this county, excepting brother M' Reynolds, 
who lives in an adjoining county, and 
preaches a part of the time at Canaan; and 
there arc six Presbyterian chnrches. Like 
the seven churches of Ariia, God has re- 
mored their candlesticks out of their places, 
and now, a deathlike stupor reigns through- 
out our borders. At Honcsdale, a large 
hou:<e of worship is going up, to be done 
next spring. The congregation are still 
destitute. Mount Pleasant wants a minis- 
ter, and can^ unite with Herrick, four or five 
miles distant; and this would be a large and 
important field. Herrick lies just in the 
bounds of Susquehannah county. 

And now, shall the cause languish, and 
these churches become extinct, for the want 
of labourers 1 To me, the prospect is 
gloomy beyond description. The fields are 
all white— the cause of Christ calls for la- 
bourers, d, may the Lord of the harvest 
send forth labourers into his harvest. Can 
you not send us one labourer? 

CANADA. 

From Rev. E, Mar9K Brantford, V. C. 

IliTKBBST AT THB OOHMUMION TABLE. 

Our last communion was one of deep 
interest, and, I hope, of much profit to 
the chnrch. One of the Sabbath school 
scholars, of about five or six years oFage, 
Had jiis^ died, in the hope of heaven; 



evincing, that she bad not been taqg^ht 
the word of God in vain. She not only 
gave clear evidence that she understood 
the way of salvation, but appeared like a 
Christian of riper years; and, in an inteU 
ligent and affecting manner, entreated 
those about her to prepare to meet her in 
heaven. . 

Also, one of the sisters in the church', 
who was greatly beloved, after an illness 
of some montiis, was taken to her fin^ij 
rest. In all her sic^Hness, vhe exhibR^d 
a childlike Christian spirit, — was patient, 
meek and submissive, under the hand 
that afi[licted her, and prayed to her hea. 
venly Father, for grrace to g^wify him in 
life and in death. She fek a great anx- 
iety for the conversion of her kindred* 
As she drew near to her endt she vrtm 
favoured with bright views of Imavoo, and 
enraptured with the pros^ot of soon 
having her dwelling there. Her partiog 
exfiortations and triumphant death, mado 
a deep impression on many. This sister 
had been converted, through the instrn* 
mentality of the church, and had been led 
on by their counsels and prayers from 
strength to strength; and now^ ae tbey 
saw her pass from earth to he&Ten, thejs 
felt that their labour had not been in ^ain 
in the Lord. 

As we came around the table, tbeeei 
circurastanoes, mingling with the aeenee 
of Calvary, brought heaven e»d eternity 
near, — warming and enliTening erery 
lieart, and teaching ua, more clearly* how 
to live in humility and die in faith. 

A DOOR OF USEFULNESS OPEN. 

There is a door opened for Americans 
to do good hero, especially among those 
who were formerly from the United! 
States, or have descended frofn those 
who were. 

What most limits the extension of our 
usefulness, is the want of men, and 
means to sustain them. For men, wa 
must look wholly to our brethren in the. 
States. As to meansu some few churchest^ 
certainly, might do much more than they 
have done ; though it is not in Canada^ 
as among yeu, that many rich people 
belong to evangelical churches. Our 
churches are in their infancy; and, of 
course, far behind you in the spirit of 
expansive benevolence and the meant of 
doing good to others. We must thea 
continue 'tp look to your society, ae chil. 
dren look to parents, both for your 
prayers and for your alms* We arer 
thankful for what we have received, and 
hope that what you have bestowed upon 
us will not be in vain. 
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NEWHAMPSHIRE WISSIOKARY 
SOCIETY. 

iBxtracts from the Annual Report of 1836. 

Seventy.one different places have been 
mided by tbe fands oT tbis society, in se. 
curings the preaching of the Gospel a part 
«r the whole of the time ; sixty ministers 
hftye laboared in the eAiploy of the so- 
ciety ; fifty. three of these are settled pas. 
to?s, or have famished a stated supply, 
others hare performed a shorter service. 
Unitedly they have performed the amount 
of forty-three years of ministerial labour. 
Not far from 3,500 of the dij^ciples of the 
Lord, who must otherwise have been 
destitute, have in this way enjoyed 
the preachiRg pf the Gospel. Twelve of 
the churches under the care of this so. 
■Cfiety have experienced seasons of special 
religious interest; not j^r from SOfO are 
believed to have been added to these 
tshurches. With the congregations sup- 
plied with preaching by the aid of this 
society, are connected not less than 5000 
tihlldren and youth, who are under a 
course of biblical instruction ; many of 
whom, daring the past year, have hope- 
fully submitted their hearts to Christ. In 
connexion with these labours, the cause 
of temperance has been materially aided, 
and the best interests of the community 
advanced. 

We give a few facts, respecting some 
of the places aided by the society. 

«RBAT FALLS, 60MBR8W0RTH, STRAFFORD 
CO. 

This churcli was organized about nine 
years since, and -consisted then of eight 
members. It was early assisted by this 
society, and afterwards by the A. H. 
Missionary Society. But this church 
and society have since been able to erect 
a house of worship, sustain their own in- 
stitutions, and render important aid to 
the various benevolent objects of the day. 
They have been distinguished above most 
other societies in the vicinity, by the in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit. There are 
not a fewy now connected with other 
churches in different parts of the land, 
who commenced their Christian course 
in this place. 

We are now able to say, that by the time- 
)y tad which has been received from Bos- 
ton,;If[artfbrd, Ct.,«nd Dover and Concord 
in this state, this church and society have 
been freed ffom their embarrassment, 
theiif debts hare been paid, snd they have 
thready rtfiinded to our treasury more 



tKon half th« scrm *«Hiich th«y iv^efted 
from vtB. 

During the past year, the Spii'it of the 
Lord has been poured out upon them, 
and more than twenty have hopefully cm- 
braced the Gospeh 

ISLSS OP SHOALS. 

Assistance has for several years been 
granted by this society, in securing reli- 
gious instruction to the people upon the 
Isles of Shoals. Thi« baa been done 
through the agency of a society of bene- 
volent ladies in Newburyport, by wlioae 
self denying efforts great, good has been 
done ^rnang t)ie peo4)Ie of these ialandf • 
It is hoped that ^he churches in New- 
Hampshire will not oease to remember 
them< They are within our border^. 
They have a convenient house for wox« 
ship, constructed from the stones of the 
island upon which it stands. There are 
the graves of some of the fathers of New- 
England, whose prayers and pious ex- 
ample are our inheritance. But their 
posterity are cut off from religious privi- 
leges and influences, except as they are 
furnished them by the benevolent. 

WILTON, HILLSBOROUGH CO. 

This church, which, five or six yearf 
ago, when it was received under the pa- 
tronage of this society, numbered thirty, 
five, now consists of 120. All the r»gcu 
lar members of the congregation sre 
members of the Sabbath schooL Two 
have gone forth as missionaries to the 
heathen. Four young men are in the 
course of preparation for the Christian 
ministry. Twenty. seven bave been r^ 
ceived to the church during the postjeah 
This church has been assisted $100, the 
past year, and has in this time contjri.. 
buted, in various ways, to efur funds, 
$101. 

THORNTON. 

The church in tbis place, has for many 
yoar0 been in a depressed state, ana 
passed through various trials. Bi^t du- 
ring the past year, the Lord has shown 
favour to that people— a revival of mi|ch 
interest, has been enjoyed, nineteen bav^ 
been added to the church, and hopes ar^ 
entertained of an additional number* 
The prospects of that church are now 
considered as encouraging, provided tLejr 
can continue to enjoy the fostering car% 
of this society. 

NKW.CH£BTRR. 

This clrarch has received aooesttons 
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Um past year. Ooa of these, says the 
pastor, was a child of the covenant for 
sizty.five years, before vhe was ready to 
acknowledge his covenant obligations. 
** But this,** said be, ** ivas by the grace 
of God, what held me, — the remembrance 
that my parents early dedicated rne to 
God in baptism. I never could forget it. 
I (Jesire now to dedicate myself to this 
covenant-keeping God.** 

MILTON. 

The pastor of this church says, in his 
report, ** We have had almost one con- 
tinued scene of reviving in religion for 
five or six months past. The number of 
hopeful conversions we have not yet de. 
finitively reckoned. Perhaps there have 
been fifty or sixty ; thirty.eight have been 
added to our church. This is more in 
number than previously composed the 
church. In other respects, the church 
may be considered as more than doubled. 
There were but few males in the church, 
previous to the late additions ; fourteen 
of this number were males, and most of 
them heads of families. A number of 
young men have apparently become in- 
terested, some of whom may yet be found 
among the ministers of Christ. 

Many fiimily altars have been erected 
%mox\fC us of late, as many, it is judged, 
as before existed. The interests of tem. 
perance have been greatly promoted by 
this attention to religion, and numbers 
who have abandoned the use of strong 
drink, merely from a conviction of its ill 
•fiTeets, have been brought under a reli. 
gious influence. The attendance on 
meetings has of late been unusually good. 
A new house of worship has been finished 
the past year. This effort gave a de- 
eided impulse to the cause of truth 
«mong us. Just so soon as the people 
began to build for God, he began to bless 
them with the pouring out of his Spirit, 
and the gathering in of souls into his 
kingdom. Sabbath schools have been 
prosperous. More than 300 children and 
youth are connected with them. This is 
about one iburth of the population of the 
town. 

It is with such blessings, that our 
feeble and unworthy efforts the past year 
iiave been crowned, and notwithstanding 
the many discouraging circumstances 
which ha<e met us from time to time, 
and the little which has been done, com- 
pared with what might have Imoii done, 
with more faith and greater means, we 
will yet thank God, and take courage. 
But it still remains a question of over- 
•rbelming interest, whether the churches 



in this state, in their present worldly 
prosperity, can remain guiltless, and hope 
to prosper while such multitudes among 
us are living and dying, from year to year, 
without the Gospel ministry. 

It is to be borne in mind, that the re- 
sponsibility of attending to their wants is 
not divided among the Christians of our 
land, and the world, and we are called to 
sustain only a share of it ; but that it de- 
volves wholly upon the churches of this 
State. No other body of Christians can 
be expected to come, and see to the wants 
of New.Hampshire. We must make pro- 
visions for the poor and destitute among 
ourselves, or they must remain as they 
are to the end of time, and we meet them 
at the day of judgment, saved by our 
beneficence or cursed by our covetous- 
ness and sloth. 

There is an additional fact in regard to 
this State, whieV gives interest to our mis- 
sionary operations. It is, that firom present 
appearances, it is destined to become exten- 
sively a manufacturing State. For this bu- 
siness, the numerous waterfalls on all our 
considerable streams' afford abundant en- 
couragement. 

Already are manufacturing villages 
springirg up in every direction, where our 
youth are collecting ; and there, at no dis- 
tant period, a large number of them will 
find their employment. Shall the preaching 
of the Gospel be early established in these 
places 1 Already is assistance asked for 
such a purpose in ten of these places. — 
Others will soon be in a situation to re- 
ceive it. 

The condition of the northern part of 
this State is such, at the present time, as to 
require particular notice. For more than 
one hundred miles on Connecticut river, the 
garden of the State, there is not at this time 
a settled congregational minister, and in 
all that region but two or three missionaries. 
There are a few places in that part of the 
country where it is expected the ministry 
will be re-settled, so soon as suitable men 
can be obtained. But to a very great ex- 
tent the people must be destitute of religious 
instruction of any kind, if not supplied by 
this society. Strafford county has received 
no additional supply of ministers, while 
three have been removed. Seventeen 
towns out of the thirty-four in that county 
are still destitute of the preaching of con- 
gregational ministers, and to a great exent 
of the -preachihg of ministers of other re- 
ligious denominations. Five towns in 
Rockland county, have recdved a suppjy 
during the past year, and all of them by the 
aid of the Missionary Society, except 
Kingston ; yet there are fourteen xlestitiite 
towns in this, the oldeat county in the State. 
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Our ttttention was called at our last anni- 
Ttraary to the destitute condition of the 
Protestant population of Lower Canada, 
■and particularly that part of it occupying 
the eastern township. It appeared clear 
that assistance was needed. We felt that 
we were emphatically their neighbours ; — 
niAny of them in former years having gone 
-out m>m among ourselves. The resolution 
was afterwards adopted by the trustees, to 
attempt to sustain one missionary in that 
Province, and, under the manifest guidance 
of Providence, we have been able to intro- 
■duce in that field one faithful labourer, a 
brother beloved, from among ourselves, in 
whose ability, discretion, faith and perse- 
verance, we have entire confidence. His 
location is Compton, a town, to use his 
■own language, at least ten miles square, and 
almost every foot of it capable of cultivation; 
with a population exceeding two thousand, 
and may soon contain twice that number. 
The town has one acknowledged centre, 
«nd place of business ; and the roads are so 
constructed as to make it easy of access 
from all parts of it. Eventually I think, 
says he, tnat a large congregation may be 
gathered here. As to the importance of 
this undertaking, after having been long 
«noughupon the ground to form an opinion, 
we have his views in the following language. 
I deem the undertaking of the I^w-Hamp- 
-shire Missionary Society, to sustain a mis- 
sionary in this Province, highly important. 
I am well persuaded thiat the great Head of 
the church approves of the undertaking. 

The expense of the enterprise must be 
considerable in the outset ; much more than 
it would have been a few years since, when 
■an attempt was made by the people of that 
place, to obtain a minister, but failed, be- 
cause no one would go and preach the Gos- 
pel to them. Three hundred dollars is the 
estimated expense for the present year, and 
from the interests which this mission has 
already excited in this State, we have reason 
to think that this amount has been contri- 
buted by our friends in advance of what 
would have been contributed, had it not been 
undertaken. 

We would here acknowledge our obliga- 
tions to the American Tract Society at Bos- 
ton. By a grant from that society, each of 
the missionaries in the employ of this soci- 
ety in the year 1835, was furnished with 
their publications to the amount of S5, 
for gratuitous distribution. At the com- 
mencement of the present year, a resolution 
was adopted by the trustees of this society, 
to expend $100 for the same purpose. On 
being informed of this appropriation, the 
Tract Society at Boston, generously appro- 
priated an equal sum. In this way each 
jnissionary has had the opportunity, the 



present year, of procuring for distribution in 
his vicinity the same amount of tracts as 
the last year. By these iastances of libe- 
rality, we hope tne churches in this State 
will be reminded of their obligations to the 
Tract Society. No small part of what they 
have contributed to that institution has been 
sent back to refresh the barren regions of 
their own State. 

One missionary reports that the tract en- 
titled " The Way to be Saved," was sent 
by him into a family at a distance from 
him, where tracts where but little known, 
and that it fell into the hands of a young 
lady, who had for sometime read her Bible 
with a desire to know what she should do 
to be saved, but had not been able to ;di»^ 
cover the plan there revealed, until she read 
this tract She has since come and united 
with the church under the care of this mis- 
sionary. 

The address to the yoimg mtm of this 
country, on the use of ardent spirit, was put 
into the hands of tin old man^ who had been 
in the habit of using it from his youth, and 
he has now become in this respect a new 



A tract containing arguments against in- 
fidelity, was put into the hands of awomax^ 
professing to be a Universalist. She has 
since turned her attention to the study of 
the Bible, has been convinced that her Uni- 
versalism was leading her to rank infidelity, 
and now cives pleasing evidence that she is a 
disciple o? Christ. The circulation, he says, 
has created a thirst for tracts, so that he 
cannot get enough to supply the people. — 
He has distributed the $5 worth furnishei 
by the society, — expended $5 from his own 
funds for this purpose, and distributed se- 
veral additional bundles, and the demand 
for them increcises. » 

t The agent reporU, that in complying with 
his instructions, and fulfilling his obliga- 
tions, so far as he had been able to do it, to 
this society, he has presented the cause of 
Home Missions in 80 congregations on the 
Sabbath, attended the meeUngs of four 
county conferences, and two Associations, 
visited and addressed, as opportunity 
presented, about 30 of the feeble church- 
es, and destitute places, preached in the 
course of the year 140 sermons, ajnd trav^ 
led about 2900 miles. 

He has also endeavoured to keep the sub- 
ject of Home Missions before tne public 
mind ; in the first place, by the circulation 
of the last report of this society, 1400 of 
which have been distributed, and aflor- 
wards, by the distribution of the report of 
the Cent Institution, containing an address 
to the ladies of this State, l&OO of which 
have been sent out ; and about the 1st of 
June, by a circular showing the operations 
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and wants of the society ,. 4D€0 of which 
were distributed through the State. H« iias 
also received, and circulated monthly, 150 
of the publication of theparent society, the 
Home Missionary aind Pastor's Journal. 

It has been a subject of regret, that it 
should have been found necessary for the 
agent to spend so large a portion of his time 
as he has done, in soliciting funds. While 
the time of more than one man is required 
mthe other department of his labours, in en- 
couraging and assisting the feeble churches, 
in attending to the wants of the destitute 
generally, and in endeavours to secure the 
labours of a greater ttumber of ministers ; 
three fourths of his time, embracing the 
best portions of the year, has been required 
in spreading out the wants of this society 
]before the churches. It is well known to 
httTc been an unusually difficult time for 
collecting funds the past year. This has 
made it necessary that greater ei&rts should 
be made for this purpose. 

The report of the Treasurer shows the 
ineome of this society for the past year to 
have been ^699. Though this is a less 
sum than was fixed upon at the commence- 
ment of the year, yet it is greater than at 
fome times in the year we dared to expect, 
and greater by $2000 than was ever before 
raised in one year in this State, for this so- 
ciety. The operations of the society have 
all the year been embarrassed for want of 
ftmds, and the trustees have been obliged to 
bofpow', and at sometimes, to the amount 
-of seven or eight Imndred dollars ; and still 
a number of the brethren to whom money 
had been pledged, have been deprived of it 
for months. While we deeply feel that 
this society has not received from the friends 
of religion in this State what was expected, 
while ♦nany individuals and churches have 
contributed nothing, and many more have 
given little, we would gratefully acknow- 
ledge the hand of a gracious Providence in 
the liberal contributions of a pleasing num- 
her of individuals and churches. There 
arc not a few cases where special efforts 
and sacrifices have been made, to secure 
the snceess of this cause. There are those 
to whose liberality our Treasurer's report 
bears honorable testimony. Now, it is a 
fact well known to us, that the great pro- 
portion of these persons are in moderate 
circumstances, and not a few of them are 
poor. The rich in our churches and con- 
gregations, except in a very few cases, have 
neglected to come to our aid. We often 
receive the vfidmes' mites, but do not see 
the ainmdance of the rick. It is believed 
there is n^ individual in the State, who has 
contributed tlie past year so much as one 
hundred -dollars to this society. We are 
happy to learn that this is not the case in 
every portion of the country. In reference 



to a similar association irr the western j^art 
of New- York, we have m their last report, 
the following statement : " 1 he expense df 
this society for the year past, was< borne 
by forty individuals, who contributed the 
necessary amoant, !B;6,050, in donations 
varying from 1,000 to 100 dollars. Theas 
men have sustained a great and noble wock. 
The churches aided, h^ them in rem em* 
brance. They have mlade for themselves 
an enduring monument. Their namea are 
engraved, not on stone, but on the tablets of 
Tenovated, immortal minds. Their munifi- 
cence has also placed at the disposal of the 
Board, a sum sufficient to sustain 50 mis- 
sionaries in other parts of our land, as all 
the smaller donations, received during the 
same time, have in consequence been trans- 
mitted to the parent society for that pur- 
pose." — Now It cannot for a moment be 
doubted, that there is an equal number 
of individuals in this State, who have the 
ability, if their hearts wene set upon it, 
to sustain all the expense of this society, 
and allow its present income to go to the 
parent society. It is a well known fact, 
that within five or six years past, there has 
been a great increase of wealth in the 
churches of this state. But. where is the 
evidence of any suitable return to Grod for 
this, and the other favours, almost without 
number, by which we have been distin- 
guished 1 We have had occasion to mourn 
the absence of the reviving Spirit of God. 
But is it not a fact deserving of notice, thai 
a much larger proportion of the churches 
sustained by charitable aid have been bless- 
ed by revivals the past year, than of tlie 
other churches of the State. This fact is 
manifest, from the returns which have been 
given in at the General Association. Does 
it afford no indication of the will of God 1 
Ought we not, without del ay, fully and he€M^ 
tily, to put to the test his own gracious 
assurances, when he says, " Bring ye all 
the tithes into the store-house, — and prove 
me now herewith, saith the Lord of hbste^ 
if I will not open you the windows of hea- 
ven, and pour you out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it." 



WESTERN RESERVE DOMESTIC 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

APPOINTMENT OP AN AGENT. 

Theeause of Home Missions on the West- 
erti Reserve has had no permanent agent, and 
but a small amount of temporary agency, for 
a year or two past. We are happy to an- 
nounce to the friends of the society, and es- 
pecially to the churches in northern Ohio, the 
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mp^ietioeAt t>f itovi. O^ P. HOYT, late of 
Canhndge, N. Y^ to fill this v«c«Dcy. Mr. 
H. has promptlj repaired to hit field, «Bd is 
ttlready actively engaged in the duties of his 
agency. Prom his experience as agent in the 
skme species of well doing, on another field, 
and his consequent kno wiedgc of the various 
exigenciesof the feeble and destitute churches, 
we anticipate an increase of interest and effi- 
ciency in this auxiliary. 

The anniversary of tho W. R. D. M. 
Society was held on Friday, lOth Oct. 
There having been no permanent agent 
and corresponding secretary, a report of 
the- directors was not presented. The 
following statements were presented by 
Rev. J. H. Eells, who had acted as tern- 
porary agent. He had travelled 2,500 
miles, visited most of the churches in 
five bounties, had been universally cor- 
,dially received, and had found that this 
cause had taken a strong hold upon the 
affections of the people. The receipts 
during the year, amount to $1600; and 
about $700 had been pledged, but not yet 
paid. 

Fifteen missionaries had been commis* 



•ioaed within the y«sr« and flw ot|ieT» 
Bttstained, who wer« e«innilesioned nrar 
the close of the preoedmg year. Besides 
tkeee, fourteen have bt«n commisMODed 
by the parent soeieiy and five otfaett 
sustained, wW were eommiisioiMd wmax 
the dose of the preceding fem* Totals 
tfairty.nine miMioii»riei. 

OFFICERS. 

The following officers were elected fw 
the current year : 

Corresponding Soeretar^ 
Rev. O. P. Hoyt, Cleaveland. 

Treiuuror, 
T. P. Handjv £«qn Cleftvelaiid. 

Auditors 
P. M. Weddell, Cleaveland. 
Directors, 

Rev. D. Witter. Re,v. D. C. Blood. 
Rev. J. Seward. Mr. A. Seymour. 
Rev. G. £. ?eiroe, Mr, £. Folsom. 
Rev. D. W. LaAhrop. Miw A. W. WalWorth. 
ReVf S. C. Aiken. Mr, J. JU Severanoe* 
Mr. B« Xi. X^jrwasu 



HOME MISSIONARY EFFORTS IN OTHER CHRISTIAN 
COUNTRIES. 



The important step which was taken by the 
A. H. M. S., at its last anniversary, (viz., the 
alteration of its constitution, so as to admii of 
its extending aid to Home Missions in other 
aoniinally Christian countries,) has met with 
very general approbation from the roost active 
and liberal friends o£ the cause. The grant of 
$3y000 in aid of the Evangelical Society of 
France, which was announced in our last An- 
nual Report, was received whh the warmest 
gratitude, and we are assured was a most op- 
portune and useful appropriation. Other ap- 
peals in behalf of the same Society, and of si nii-- 
lar associations, have been received, and have 
deeply affected the hearts of the Committee. 
Biit they have, thas fcir, been compelled to 
deny themselves the pleasure of responding to 
these appeals, except in a single instance — 
that of the " Evangelical Society of Geneva** 
Thi^ society carries on its operations by th^ 
naeans of ^ colpart0ge^" ,ot the distribulien of 
the Sciiptoree and traou.by«uitaUfi itinemat 
labonrers, andby* evangMxmtion,** or|>i«Bach* 
ing the Gospel. It Is for this latter porpose 



that it sought the aid of the Ainerioan I3om# 
Missionary Society ; and the Executive' Com- 
mittee have accordingly made to that Society 
an appropriation of $1,000 for the current year. 
We are assured thot the iotelUg^noe of thift 
greally encouraged the friends ot evangeUcal 
piety abread^ and the.offioednof the Society) 
at QeneiKa have fbrwarded to uathe reperi; 
wMsh theh*C^mmitl»e presented, for the year 
ending April 1, 1836. ft would be highly 
gratifying, we doubt not, to our readers, to 
have this report entire, but as a considerable, 
portion of it respects the Bible fmd Tract de« 
partn«Boi& of the Sopiety's labpu>B| ajid will 
probaUy iSiBach the public through ather «ha»" 
nels, we confine mir eactradts to the- depart 
nient of pwaeyngt in aid >«f wfaldi our appMK 
priations were made. 

Evtmngelvcoti^^omiin Freuiee, 

The labours of tour tooiety for Qw 

evangeli^aiioh of France ho,v^ heen much 

blessed in the' department of Saone and 

Loir^. Yecnhsornmittee hiivethoughtit right 
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to endeavour to consolidmte what has been 
begun in former years, before they attempt- 
ed any new work in other departments. 
Yon have seen in our last year's report, 
bow severe the struggle wa^ for some 
months. Since then, all has been quiet, 
and we have been allowed to rebuild the 
breaches made by the enemy. The Gos> 
pel will never be preached in a country 
without men's making some opposi- 
Uon to it, and the emphatic expression 
of Luther, that " wherever Christ raises 
up a church, there the devil is sure also 
to build a chapel,** has been but truly ac< 
complished in the department, of which 
we are speaking. It is now actually di- 
vided into five stations, which we will 
successively examine with you. 

Tournus. 

This little church, the first born of our 
society, continues to prosper. It consists 
of atmut a hundred members, of whom 
the -greatest part seem to be sincerely con. 
verted to the Lord. The number of hearers 
who fbllow the services, varies from 50 to 
980. The place where the meetings are 
heldi is already too small for them, and 
your committee will soon be obliged to 
seek another larger. We have been able 
to comply with the wishes of the pastor, 
Mr. Achard, by establishing a school, 
which is attended by 20 children, many 
of whom appear to be really pious. The 
smallness of the number is owing to the 
decidtid opposition of the Roman Catholic 
clergy, who employ every means in their 
power to keep the children away. It is 
diflicult for the parents always to resist 
the temptations that surround them, as 
the church of Tournus consists chiefly of 
very poor persons, who are often threaten- 
ed, and sometimes actually deprived ot 
the svmii of money given them by chari- 
table institutions, when they send their 
children to the evangelical school. 

The Bible society formed in this sta. 
tion, begins to take an active part. A 
tolerably large number of Bibles and Tracts 
have .been sold this year. Mr. Achard 
has thought it fit, not to visit, for a time, 
tb« posi of- Sene«ey ; the prejudices and 
indifiereaoe of the inhabitants, and the 
small number of hearers, convinced him 
that he could employ his time better. 

You will have seen by the monthly 
bulletins, that the village of Brandon had 
requested Mr. Aohard to preach the Gos- 
pel there, having had no service among 
Uiem for many years. For some weeks, 
the service was very well attended ; but 
the neighbouring clergy becoming ac- 



quainted with the cirenmstanee, sent 9 
priest in great haste to perform mass in a 
chapel which was before quite neglected, 
and they have spared no pains to re.esta.i' 
blish the popish worship in the parish. — 
Nevertheless, the Gospel is not preached' 
here without fruit ; and an adult school is 
established, to enable them to read thtf 
Scriptures. A small congregation, com. 
posed of from 13 to 15 persons, who seem 
attached to the doctrines of the GospeU 
meet together every week, and though the 
number is small, we must not be uneasy, 
as the spirit that pervades it, will ulti-: 
mately extend further than the cottages of 
Brancion. 

Chalons Sur Sadne. 

This station, Which is too large to be 
served by one pastor, is now divided into 
two, that of Ch&lons itself, and that of Giy- 
ry, now placed under the care of Rev. Mr. 
Berbey. 

Mr. Hoffman, who resides at Ch&lons, is 
much blessed in his ministry, and the num- 
ber of his congregation increases ; the con- 
verted catholics amongst them show muclt 
zeal for the truth. *'^A short time a^o,** 
writes Mr. H., ** they kept on the defensive, 
but now they give witn courage, and ift 
general, with moderation, a reason for the 
hope that is in them ; some even assemble 
their friends and their neighbours tosether 
to pray and read the Scriptures with them." 
Mr. H., whose zeal knew no diminution 
during the painful conflict which he had to 
support last year, had continued his minis* 
try with activity, and is now rewarded by 
seeing its fruits. Amongst the means em- 
ploy^ by him, we will notice an adult 
school, of from 15 to 20 persons, one or 
whom is eighty, and another seventy-four 
3rears of age, who come asskluously to learn 
to read the Bible. In spite of many de- 
mands made in France, and in the Canton* 
de Yaud, we have not yet been able to find 
a schoolmaster fit for this important and 
populous station. "Would that these lines 
might reach some heart disposed to come to- 
Ch&lons, where much good could be done,. 
by a Christian schoolmaster. 

Mr. H. desirous of filling no . this 
blank, has formed himself a children's 
school, which is held three times a week, 
but when one considers that Mr. Hoflman 
preaches four times a week, and holds seve- 
ral meetings besides in private houses, it is 
evident that this fatii;uing occupation, added 
to the rest, must be beyond his strengths— 
As the flock is poor, 6m female part meet 
once a week to work together, and the pro- 
duce is destined for tl^ mission house ia 
Paris. 
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Mdcon» 

This station prospers — the number of 
persons who followed Mr. Zipperlen*s 
ministry, amount to from one to three 
hundred, and sometimes even much more. 
In general, the service is remarkable for 
the attention and order that prevail. — 
The opprobrium that attends the Gospel 
in general, does not seem so great at 
M&con, as it is elsewhere, and the better 
instructed and richer class' begin to fol- 
low the service of the Protestant chapol. 
Discussions on religious subjects occur 
even in the highest society, and we cun- 
not but look upon these little indications 
of spiritual life as a happy beginning — ■ 
praying that they may become in the 
hands of the Almighty, a means of 
showing that rich and poor are equally 
in want of a Saviour. The 'Sunday 
schools and catechisms are regularly at- 
tended. Mr. Zipperlen, ever anxious to 
render himself as accessible as possiblo, 
has established familiar meetings or con- 
ferences, where any one can freely ques- 
tion the pastor on points of doctrine, or 
texts of scripture ; this excellent example 
has been followed elsewhere with much 
success. 

The pastor of Md.con, has considered 
his flock as sufficiently enlightened tu 
allow him to celebrate the Lord's supper 
with them, and there are now fifty com- 
municants. Mr. Z. requires of his com- 
municants before he admits thein to the 
Lord's supper, (as is the custom in all 
reformed churches,) to give him sufficient 
proofs of their being Instructed in the 
doctrines of the Gospel, and that their 
state of mind and conduct are in harmony 
with their words. When once admitted 
to the sacrament, every one is at liberty 
to take it again without examination. — 
The Bible Society formed by the mem. 
bers of this new church, begins to act with 
rigour ; it has sold in the last four months, 
to the amount of sixty.three francs. A 
particular service for the missions seems 
to have excited much interest, and the 
money collected there is sent to the mis- 
sion-house in Paris. 

We have succeeded also in establishing 
a children's school. Mr. Elie Band, from 
the Drdme, after haying gone through 
the examinations required by the laws, 
spent some weeks in Geneva, seven 
months ago, to learn the system of the 
schools there, and has opened his at M&. 
con, with seventeen children. Though 
this number seems small, yet it does not 
discourage us, as it is infinitely better to 
bef in with a small namber of children 
well disciplined, and make them complete. 

Vol. IX. 20 



ly masters of the system followed in these 
new schools ; and We have every reason 
to believe, that in spite of the prejudices 
which will ever exist where the Gospel is 
preached, this school will become by the 
blessing of God, a powerful means of ef- 
fecting good. 

These three churches, as you have seen, 
present us with a very encouraging aspect 
of stability and advancement; the feeling 
that has drawn these congregations to. 
gether, is j20 longer one of simple curiosi* 
ty, and we can plainly discern, that the 
work conducted by the word of God, 
though it may advance slowly, yet ad- 
vances surely. Elders or deacons have 
been chosen, to help the pastor in his la- 
bours, who attend the sick, to converse 
with them on th^ Saviour, to read the 
Bible, and pray with them. They also 
assist the pastor in the adult schools, and 
distribute alms to the pocr of the flock ; 
while the female part meet to work, that 
they may have wherewithal to give. In- 
terest is beginning to bo felt also for the 
Mission and Bible Societies ; and what 
we are of all most pleased to notice, is 
that these young Christians begin to feel, 
that those who hear the word, ought to 
make some sacrifices for the expenses at- 
tending the preaching of it. They have, 
therefore, defrayed those occasioned by 
the fitting up the schools and chapel, as 
well as that of lighting. The flock of Mlicon 
have placed an organ in their church, by 
means of a subscription. Our evangelists 
in these three stations, have not confined 
their labours to the towns they inhabit ; 
their sphere of action is extended also to 
tlie country round about, where the 
example of the neighbouring towns has 
always more or less influence. Mr. Zip- 
perlen wrote us last month, that ** the en. 
virons of M&con do not remain insensible 
to the awakening here ; for some time 
past, and especially on the Sunday morn- 
ings, we have remarked several men in 
our church, who have come one or two 
leagues, and who often remain for the 
evening service, carrying home with them, 
tracts and testaments. I have no doubt 
that as things advance in the town» the 
country also will feel the happy influ- 
ence. 

We will now proceed to that part of 
our labours which has made the least pro- 
gross. 

Louhrnns, 

This station, under the care of Mr, 
Charlier, can reckon up fire difl^erent 
places of worship, where the Gospel is 
preached. The unbelief of the people, 
and the fanaticism of the pries^ have pni- 
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tented formidable obstacles. The unfor. 
tunate necessity that your committee was 
under, from its groat want of labourers, 
of changing but too often the evangelists 
of the station, had much hindered the 
work which at first appeared to be so pro- 
mising. Nevertheless, here, as elsewhere, 
we can perceive the faithfulness of our 
Lord. The services at Louhans, at St. 
Usuge, at Soriney, and at Branges, for 
instance, which is a large commune, seve- 
ral leagues in extent, the meetings are 
much more regularly attended, and con- 
sist of from eighty to a hundred persons, 
of whom many give signs of spiritual life. 
Mr. Charlier goes regularly round these 
four churches, and preaches seven times 
a week ; an evangelical schoolmaster is also 
much desired for this station, who could 
help Mr. Charlier in his services, whilst 
he sets on foot, at the same time, 9ne or two 
schools, for it is impossible that the bodily 
strength of the pastor can suffice for such 
fatiguing occupations. 

Givry, 

This station at present consists of six 
hamlets or large communes. Here it 
was, that last year an amazing crowd was 
collected to hear Mr. Hoffman preach ; 
but here was seen what presents itself in 
so many pages of the history of the refor- 
mation. The people showed a great deal 
of interest, as long as they saw in the new 
religion, nothing but an attack upon the 
shameful superstitions of the Romish 
church ; but as soon as ever the preacher, 
after having shown them that the word 
of God condemned popery, that it had 
even taken care to predict, many ages 
before, what the mystery of abomination 
would be, and warned tho church of all 
that man*8 imagination would invent to 
turn away souls from the truth : when he 
then, after having pointed out these vital 
errors, showed them, that he did not come 
to bring them that empty Protestantism, 
which has been but too well described by 
the author of ** Lettres de la Montagncs," 
as one which consists in attacking every 
one's faith, without knowing what one bo- 
lieves oneself. When he warned all those 
that heard him, in the name of the living 
God, and with his word in his hand, that 
every soul of man is lost, if he does not 
turn to Christ ; when he laid before them 
'the doctrine of true ^race, as a doctrine of 
life for them that believe, and of death for 
those who despise it ; when he showed 
them that Christ requires more than words, 
a heart regenerated by the Holy Spirit, 
which shows forth its faith by its life, 



then the hearers left him, his places of 
worship were deserted, and a strong oppo. 
sition declared itself. It was a time of 
great trial. It was also impossible that 
the health of our excellent evangelist 
would be equal to nine sermons a week. 
It seemed, for a moment at least, that roan 
had been too hasty, and that the Lord had 
not yet declared that ** the time was come.** 
But, thanks be to his unbounded mercy, 
we now see that he had prepared for him. 
self a great people in this country. Mr. 
Barbey was chosen to assist Mr. Hoffman, 
and Givry was confided to his care. For 
many months his task was a most painful 
one, and he was obliged to seek one soul 
after another, and engage, as it were, in 
single combat with infidelity and bigotry. 
During the winter, he established an adult 
school, consisting of eighteen persons, at 
Givry. Among them is a man of thirty, 
who learned to read in five weeks. Tho 
meetings have become gradually more nu- 
merous, and are now regularly attended 
by eighty or a hundred persons. Mr. 
Barbey has also had many trials to bear, 
at St. H^ldna, at Buxy, at St. Desert, and 
Bourgncjuf. Nevertheless, in each of 
these places, from twenty to thirty per. 
sons meet once a week, to hear the Gospel 
preached. 

Such is the report we have to lay before 
you of the work of evangelization, and you 
see, gentlemen, that in less than three 
years, fourteen houses of prayer have 
been opened in this department, and three 
schools founded. 

It would seem as but little to us, wore it 
but the work of man ; but the Lord hat 
graciously shown us that it is his own, by 
calling forth in these young congregationa, 
a spiritual life, which is not always to be 
found in churches that have heard the 
Gospel preached for many years. Let us 
not lose sight of this important fact, as it 
answers, at once, all the objections that 
man's unbelieving heart can suggest. — 
Several hundreds of souls, in the midst of 
these fourteen congregations, have, by the 
mercy of God, received Christ as their Sa. 
viour, and have confessed him not only 
by their words, but in their lives. You 
will also have remarked, from what I have 
laid before you, that these souls have not 
only passed from darkness to light, but 
that they have also felt the necessity of 
proclaiming their salvation to thoae that 
surround them. . This beginning of spi- 
ritual life, fills us with hope for the future. 
We read in the Acts, that when Paul came 
to Ephesus, the church there consisted 
only of twelve perfons, and that two years 
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afterwards, the number of those that be. 
lieved was so great, that the enemy of 
souls raised up a tumult, to stop the pro. 
gross of the Gospel. And, gentlemen, we 
would fain believe, that the same Lord 
who has himself effected these small be- 
l^innings in this part of France, will do 
more than we can dare to hope. 

These churches are Indeed composed 
of what the world calls poor and miserable, 
but was it ever otherwise ? and does not 
the Lord show us, in the history of his 
church, that he always made use of the 
weak and lowly of this world to confound 
the strong, that the glory may be given 
to Him alone. The years that have just 
flown over are memorable ones for the 
people of God. 

The Lord has kindled a flame, of which 
we only see some little sparks carried 
about by the breath of the Holy Spirit, 
from one end of the world to the other ; 
but it ezistSi and no human power can ex- 
tinguish it; and whether we look on what ^ 



is already done, or whether we look to 
the powers of aotion reserved for the fu. 
ture, it is impossible not to acknowledge 
that Wo are entering on one of those 
solemn eras, predicted in the sacred vol. * 
ume. The wants of France are incalcu. 
lable, and might discourage us by their 
immense extent, if we were to compare 
what remains to be done, with the means 
of doing it : but now is Lhe time, if ever, to 
sow in faith, and these young churches, 
when the spirit of Christ shows itself, 
promise to furnish us, before long, with 
zealous g** Colporteurs" and evangelists 
beyond all calculation. 

But during the intervening years, our 
Christian-brethren, wherever they may be 
found, must not refuse their aid, for it is 
impossible for these poor congregations to 
maintain their clergy. If once the flame 
is kindled, who shall extinguish it? Help 
UB then, oh Lord ! for we trust in thee, 
and in thy name are we come up against 
this multitude! 



Missionary Appointments hy the Executive Committee of the A. H. M. S. 
from October I6th, to November Ibth^ 1836. 

Rt-appointmenU. 

Rev. Elijah Back, Havanna, N. Y. 
Kev. John N. Smaltx, Ger. Ref. Ch., Trenton, N. J. 
Rev. Thomas Hohday, White Lake, N. Y. 
Rev. Ellery Bascom, Jackson, O. 
Rev. Varoum Noyes, Guilford, O. 
Rev. W. P. Apthorp, Franklin, 111., and Fort Ma- 
dison, Mo. 



MiB9ionarie» Jiot in. Commission last pear. 

Rev. Elijah Wollage, Pultney, N. Y. 
Rev. Robert Hubbard, Oiwian, N. Y. 
Rev, J. Townsend, Fort Gibson, N Y. 
Rev. Joel Osborn, New Concord, N. Y. 
Rev. Robert Brothorton, Canton and Madiaonville, 
Miss. 



]00 00 
188 75 



52 25 



109 00 
100 00 



The Treasurer of the American Home Missionary Society acknowledges the 
receipt of the following sums, from October IblK to November 15/A, 1836. 

ilAINF^ 
Portland, legacy of the late John A. 

Smith, by Mrs. Harriet M. Smith, 

ex'rx., 300 00 

KEW-HAMPSHIRE— 
Missionary Society, by F. N. Fisk, Esq., 

Treas., 500 00 

Dunbarton, Mrs. Abigail Buntin, L. M., 

in part, 10 ; John Buntin, do., 5, 15 00 

Hancock, Joseph HiU, L. M., in full, 5 00 

Hopkinton, S. B. Sergeant, 3 00 

Ossipeo, Rev. Abel Manning, L. M., in 

full, 90 00 

Pembroke, Mrs. Catherine Stevens, to 

const, her son, Charles Emery Stevens, 

a L. M. 30 00 

VERMONT— 

Vergennes, Juvenile Benev. Soc, 17 28 

MA8SACHUSETT.S— 
Missionary Society, by B. Perkins, AssH. 

Treas.,' 442 25 

Braintree, Jonathan Newcomb, for Mis- 
sions for France, 100 00 
Brighton, Young Man's D.M.S., to aonst. 



Ellsworth C. Holbrook, James Rieker, 
and George L. Baldwin Lite Members, 

Franklin, Rev. Mr. Smailev's Soc , 

Mattepoisett, Aux. Soc, Sy John A. Le 
Baron, 

Monson, A. W. Porter, 100 ; Praying Cir- 
cle, 69, 

Taunton, Rev. Mr. Maltby's Soc., 
CONNECTICUT— 

Bethlem, legacy of the late Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Uillhouse, by Joseph Bellamy and 
David Buel, Ex'rs., 

Lebanon, in part of legacy of the late 
George Metcalf, by T. E. Metcalf, 
Ex'r., 

Middletown, Fem. H. M. S., to const. 
Deacon Richard Raud a L. M., by £. 
Colton, Treas., 

New-Haven, a member of the First 
Chufch, 100; Centre Sab. Sch. Miss. 
Assoc, by Miss Grace A. Da;;£ott, 52, 

Stonington Fem. Miss. Soc, by Miss L. 
A. Sheffield, 
NEW-YORK- 

Big Hollow, Samuel Atwatdr, L. M., in 



iig Ho 
full, 



500 00 

100 00 

30 00 

152 00 
90 00 

15 00 
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C&iro, Wm. Avery, in part, to const, him- 
. Milt &nd Mrs. Xverv Life Members, 
Clintonville, Presb. Ch., by J. W. Flack, 
Carmel, widow's mite, 
Duriiam, Fem. Char. Soc, by Mrs. H. 

Hand, Treas., • 

Marshall, Elias Page, 
Matteawan, Prosb. Ch., Mon. Con. colL, 

per Rev. J. D. Wickbam, 
Mayfieid, Aux Soc, by Kev. J. Wood, 
Mount Hope Cong*l. Ch., by Rev. D. 

Abel, 
JVeio- York Oify, tJiz ;— 

Bleecker at. Ch., T. Lord, 20 ; Mon. 
Con. coll.. 12.20, 

Laifrhtst. Ch., H. Mott, 1 ; I. Sayrs, 
5; H Coit, 5, 

Mercer-st. CA., Mon. Con. coll., per L. 
Holbrook, 

Pearl-st. Ch , Coll., by R. Aikman, 
Sand Lake, by Rev. E. M'Dowall, 
Stuyvesant, Eiobeit Gosman, 
Suilivao Co., a lady, to const. Rev. 

Thomas Holiday a L. M. 
Troy, 2d Presb. Ch., Gent. H. M. Assoc, 

. Ford, 

y R. Adams, 

, by Rev. T. 

., by Rev. G. 

hacl, 

in part, 

1., 

., Mon. Con. 



'. B. D. Wells, 
do., 

)c., to const. 
U M., 
J. Lyons, 
Fhtiadeip/ua, »u :— 
Fir8t Preab. Ch., L M. Van Harlin- 

gen, 50; friend, 100, 
First Cong'l. Ch., Mon. Con. coll., 
Fifth Pregb. Qh., Mon. Con. coll., G. 
W. M'Clelhmd, Treas., 
Rev. G. Duffield's Ch., in part, 
R. W. Davenport, 
Reading, Hon. Wm. Darling, 
Womelsdorf, Presb. Ch., Moo. Con. coll., 
DELAWARE— 
New-Castle, Presb. Ch., Mon. Con. coll., 

»); friends, 18, 
Wilmington, Hanover-st. Ch., Mon. Con. 
coll., 40 ; Fem. Praying Soc, 10; Fem. 
Miss. Soc, 2; coll. and donations, 
49.82, 
Second Presb. Ch., 
TENNESSEE— 

George Ewing, by Rev. R. E. Tedford, 
OHIO- 
Berlin, Presb. Ch., by Rev. C. N. Ran- 
som. 
Friend', by Rev. J. Huntting, 
HOME MISSIONARY, 



90 00 
6 00 
50 

725 
3 00 

10 42 
25 00 

18 00 



32 20 

11 00 

35 23 

64 13 

5 76 

100 00 

30 00 

233 00 
5 00 

23 50 

5 25 

10 .*» 
500 

200 
5 00 
1 00 

26 00 
28 93 

500 

8 00 
10 00 
40 50 

30 00 
5 50 



150 00 
10 .50 

42 77 
145 00 
10 00 
50 00 
18 00 



48 00 



101 82 
14 06 



23 00 



825 
10 00 
23 57 



$3754 17 
KNOWLES TAYLOR, Treasurer. 



Receipts of the Western .Agency , at OenevOf JV. F., 
fnm SepL llth to Jfov. lltA, 1830. 

Albion, Miss Adeline Veeder, to lUftain 
a feeble ohureh, 100 00 



Auburn, J. H. Hardenbur^b, 100* Ri« 
chard Steele, Esq., semi-annual do- 
naUon,50, ' ^' i^Q 00 

Buffalo, First Presb. CA., H, Pratt, Esq., 
in full, to sustain a missionary, SO; 
Joseph Dart, do., 50; H. P. Russell, 
do., 50 ; Jabez Goodell, do., 50; H. B. 
Seymour, HO ; Orlando Allen, 25, 375 00 

Pearls St. CA., H. B. Heacock, in full, 
to Bustain a missionary, 50 ; Ira Joy, 
do., 50 ; J. J. Baldwin, do. do^ 50, 150 00 
Cayuga Bridge, Lorin Willard, Esq., in 

part, 35 00 

Eliicottville, by Rev. S. Cowles, 6 00 

Geneseo, C.Colt, 10; Z. Griswold, 10; 
E. H. Perkins, 5 : Isaac Chamberlain, 
5 ; C. Shepherd, 5 ; others. 0.60, 44 60 

Geneva, Mr. Robbins, 5; Sarah Cooley, 
1 ; coll. in part, 53.80 ; Judge Suther- 
land, 25 ; others, 20 75, 104 55 
Gorham, Ladies' Miss. Soc, by Rev. Mr. 

Oaylord, II 00 

Ithaca, Ansel St. John, Esq., 100; L. 

Himrod, 10; R. Coddington, 1, 111 00 

KnowleHville, per Rev. J. Thalhimer, 15 00 

Livonia, 18 00 

Newark, Wayne co., 17 03 

Ogden, Ladies* Soc, in part, by Charles 

Church, 12 00 

Penn Van, 132 75 

Pultney, 17 83 

Riga, to const. Rev. Richard Do Foreit 

a L M., 31 00 

Rochester, H erv^y Lyon in ftdl, to sus- 
tain a missionary, 75 00 
Trumaneburgh, L. Strobridge, 5 ; J. Kel- 
logg, 5 ; others, 10, 90 00 
Walworth, Rev. J. ij. Ware, 7 ; otbert, 

2.78, 9 78 

Warsaw, 5 00 

Woodhull, 5 00 



•1335 53 



Receipts of the Central .Agency, aX UticOyJ^^ F., 
from Sept, VJth to Oct. 20tA, 1836. 

Augusta, Fem. H. M. S., 
BoonviUe, Presb. Soc, 
Bridffewater, do. do., 
<JamDridge, do. do., 



Elbridge, Mather, Esq., 

Leydeo, Cong. Soc, per R. Kimball, 
Miidison, Cong. Soc, 
O.xford, Presb. Soc Sab. Sch., 
Peterboro*, Gerrit Smith, 
Watertown, Joel Goodell, legacy, 
West Leyden, Presb. Soc, 
Whitehall, 



900 

863 

10 00 

35 25 

550 

500 

31 75 

2 75 

100 00 

7 50 

13 05 

75 00 

f303 4S 



The foUowing sums are acknowledged as received if 
E. P. Hastings, Esq., Detroit, Mich. 

Adrian Church, 

Ann Arbour, First Presb. Ch., 

Bloomfield, Deacon E. Fisk, L. M., 30 ; 

A. M Morris, L. M., 30, 
Brownstown, to const. Rev. A. Worth- 

ington L. M., 
Detroit, E. P. Hastings. 100 ; G. E. Hand, 

15; Chester, 10; Z. Chandler, 

10 ; J. L. Whiting, lOj 
Farmington, First Presb. Ch., 
Munroe, 
Plymouth, 

Stoney Creek, Gent., 5.25 ; Ladies, 7.63, 
Tecumseh, First Presb. Ch., 
White Pigeon, 
Ypsilviti, First Presb. Ch., 

•357 38 



3 00 


38 00 


' 0000 


3000 


* 145 00 


12 35 


500 


500 


12 §7 


17 00 


16 00 


13 35 
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AMERICAUr PASTOR'S JOURBTAL, 

OR, . 

SKETCHES OF REAL CHARACTERS, CONVERSATIONS, AND STRIKING VACTS, FURNISHED 
CHIBFLF BY CLERGTMEN. 



A GREAT CHANGE. 



[Farnished by a Miuionary.] 

Capt. R. was instructed in childhood, 
by pious parents. But, fixing his at- 
tention on false professors, and associ- 
ating in the army, where he held an 
office, with ungodly chaplains, he fell 
into the labyrinths of infidelity. He 
rejected the Bible as a divine revela- 
tion, and amused himself in perverting 
its truth. It is not necessary to name 
particulars, in regard to the religious 
books which pious friends put in his 
way» nor the fruitless efforts that were 
made to lead his mind to the truth, by 
personal conversation. He was, how- 
ever, fond of reading history, which had 
a tendency to keep up in his mind a 
strong apprehension, that the Bible 
would, after all, prove to be true. 

At length, God, in his sovereign mer- 
cy, directed the steps oft. two faithful 
ministers to the place where he resided, 
to hold a protracted meeting. Capt. 
R. had the curiosity to attend the 
meeting; and his mind was affected 
seriously by the first sermon he heard. 
He resolved at once, that religion 
should be the great object of his pur- 
suit to the end of life ; and that ardent 
spirits, which he had used freely, should 
never again touch his lips. It was not 
long before a change of heart began 
to appear. 

His Bible, for some months, was al- 
most the only book he read. The New 
Testament, he read through in course 
several times, in a few months, with a 
pencil in his hand, to mark any striking 
passage, or any which he thought 
peculilirly adapted to himself. He said 
he did it, for two reasons ; one was, his 
own benefit, another was, that when he 
waj dead, his children might look at- 



tentively at those passages. The pres- 
sure of worldly business upon him was 
immense, but it was never known to 
cause him to omit, or out short family 
devotions, in which he read the Bible, 
sung, and prayed with remarkable 
fervour. He journeyed much in steam- 
boats, in which, as well as elsewhere, it 
was his purpose to do good. His man- 
ners were uncommonly attractive, and 
bis powers of conversation rarely sur- 
passed. His imagination was powerfiil, 
and when kindled, a stranger would 
listen with amazement. He had tender 
feelings for those that weie in the er- 
rors in which he was once lost. And 
often, did the hardened scoffer melt to 
tears before him. He could say, »• 1 
once thought and spoke as you do, but 
I have been convinced of my error, and 
have found a more excellent way."— 
In all his travels, his Bible was his com- 
panion, and texts of Scripture he kept 
in his pocket-book, to regulate him in 
his business. 

He was a man of ardent tempera- 
ment, and he endeavoured to guard 
most carefully the weakest points. It 
was a favourite psalm off his, 

" Thui I resolved before tjie Lord, 
Now will I watch my tongue." 

His plans for doing good were large, 
but he did not live to accomplish them, 
With the assistance of his neighbours, 
he intended to support a minister, build 
a meeting-house, and finish and furnish 
it, even to the organ. He considered 
that a tenth, at least, of all be had be- 
longed to the Lord. He was an ardent 
advocate of the cause of temperance, 
and many, through his instrumentality, 
were persuaded to quit the intoxicating 
cup. He loved the cause of Christ 
through the world. He laid " it if all 
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one." When his minister expended 
part of his labours abroad, he said, 
he would pay just as much for his 
support. " TJie cause is one." 

His last end was peace. For a 
short time before his last sickness, he 
thought much of his departure from this 
world. During his sickness, he viewed 
death near, 4)ut it seemed disarmed of 
its terrors. In his more lucid moments, 
he gave religious instruction to his 
children, administered the consolations 
of the gospel to his wife, and spoke, 
with deep interest, of his minister, and 
of the welfare of the little church to 
which he belonged, fiut, he has gone 
to his rest, having been a member of 
the church, only about a year and a 
half. His race was soon ended. But, 
we trust, his reward is great. Blessed 
are the dead, who die in the Lord. 



HOW TO GET BID OF A UNIVERSALIST 
PREACHER. 

{Farniflhed by a Clergyman.] 

Rev. Mr. R., a Universalist preacher, 
made an appointment to preach in a 

schoolhouse,in the village of . 

Among those who attended his preach- 
ing and wished to believe his doctrine, 

was Doctor L • After preaching, 

the preacher was invited by Doctor 

L , to partake of the hospitalities 

of his house. This was something- 
Dew in the family of the Doctor, and 

Mrs. L , concluded their guest 

should be treated as a minister of the 
Gospel. Accordingly, she announced 

family worship, handed Rev. Mr. R. 

the Bible, and requested him to conduct 
the exercises. This was taking his 
reverence on surprise. But he could 
not avoid it. He, however, soon hur- 
ried away, and has not found it con- 
venient to partake of Doctor L 's 

hospitality since. 

A few days afterwards, Mrs. L , 

and her neighbour, Mrs.'P , met, and 

the following conversation ensued. — 

Well, Mrs. L , I understand you 

had the honour of entertaining the 

Rev. Mr. R . O yes, but I don't 

think I shall be honoured in that way 
again. Why not ?— Why ? I made him 
do, what he hates as bad as I do — I 
^nade him pray. Do you think he hatet 



to pray 7 Yes, it was a tough job for 
him; but 1 fixed it so he could'nt get by 
it. I put on the best face I could, and 
said to the Doctor, we must ask Mr. 
R. to pray. To -pray ! said the Doc- 
tor ; O no, that's not necessary.— 
Why ! how will it look to have a min- 
ister stay with us, and not ask him to 
pray .'' How do you think he will like 
it ? Do you think I would treat him 
so meanly ? So the Doctor couldn't 
do otherwise, and I got the Bible and 
handed it to Mr. R. and asked him to 
pray. He looked as if he would rather 
have had atooth drawn ; but he couldn't 
get by it — and he hurried off as soon 
as he could afterwards. So I'll war- 
rant you, that 1 have got rid of him. 



THE LUXURY OF DOING GOOD, AND HOW 
TO ENJOY IT. 

A Striking illustration in point, we copy 
from the " Philosophy of Benevolence." It 
is a sketch of the experience of an individiral 
in humble life, as he gave it to a circl« of 
Christian friends. 

<• You know, my friends, that I am 
a poor man. Fifty acres of land is all 
I have from which to support myself, 
wife, and six children. For fifteen 
years after I professed rehgiou, I 
thought myself perfectly excused in 
giving nothing to religious objects, 
and 1 believe others thought so too, 
for they never called on me for any- 
thing. I was in debt, could hardly 
bring the two ends of the year toge- 
ther, my family was poorly provided 
for, and we were even in the habit of 
receiving occasional donations from 
our neighbours. Being, about five 
years since, at a neighbour's, a lady 
called to ask assistance for a poor fa- 
mily* who had been burnt out, and lost 
two children in the fire. 

** I was so much affected by what I 
heard, that to be able to give some- 
thing for their relief, seemed to me 
womd be an inexpressible gratifica- 
tion. I had in my pocket a piece of 
silver, of small value— 7it was all the 
money I had in the world, but still, ere 
1 was aware, my fingers were upon it, 
and I involuntarily handed it to the 
lady. On my way home, I reflected 
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upon myself, thought my family needed 
this money at that moment, to buy 
necessaries with, and if Ihey did not, it 
was the property of my creditors, and 
I ought not to have given it away. It 
disturbed my mind so much, that I 
went and spread the case before God 
in prayer. While thus engaged, the 
words of our Saviour occurred to my 
mind — ' Give to him that asketh thee, 
and from him that would borrow of 
thee, turn not thou away.' My faith 
found here, a support for itself, and 1 
rejoiced that our {Saviour did not single 
out the rich fiom the poor, as under 
obligation to observe this piecept, but 
addressed it alike to all. Satisfied 
that I had done no wrong, I was will- 
ing to leave the result with God, and 
bent my thoughts to see how I could 
repair my loss, and allow myself the 
gratification of doing good in this way, 
on future occasions. J soon discovered, 
that in the manner both of purchasing 
and using articles of consumption in 
my family, I might practise greater 
economy than I had been accustomed 
to. By buying every thing on credit, 
I had subjected myself to the double 
loss of giving more for articles, and of 
paying interest on the money they 
cost. After all, they must be paid for; 
and hence, by contriving to pay when 
I got them, I should make a saving. 
And it was only by exercising great 
care and self-denial, the first year, that 
we succeeded to revolutionize these 
old habits ; but when it was done, it 
cut off" no small item of useless ex- 
pense. I found, also, that there were 
several articles of previous consump-" 
tion, such as a number of gallons of 
ardent spirits, and as many pounds of 
tobacco, which we could give up alto- 
gether, and yet be better off than we 
had been with them. I contrived also, 
with the assistance of my wife, who 
entered into all my plans, to use what 
I purchased much more economically 
than before. Many ways both of in- 
creasing the comfort of living, and of 
doing it at less expense^ occurred to 
us, that we had never thought of, 
which we reduced to practice, greatly 
to the improvement of our table and 
fireside enjoyments. By these means, 
we effected a very considerable re- 
trenchment of our expensiHs. 



*♦ I then looked over my farm and 
manner of husbanding it, to see if 1 
could not increase my income. By 
early rising, and being more strict in 
training my sons to business, I was 
able to supersede the necessity of 
hiring a man, in harvest. I kept up 
my fences, disburdened my barn-yard 
of a quantity of manure, which had 
long lain useless, and scattered it over 
my fields, greatly to the improvement 
of the soil ; was punctual to get my 
crops in at the proper season, and to 
harvest them before they were injured. 
By all these plans, which I pursued up 
with diligence the first year, I closed 
the crevices through which the little 
fountain of my wealth had been 
wasted, and at the some time, in- 
creased the stream of my income ; I 
liquidated my debts, paid my taxes, 
supported my family better than be- 
fore, and had something to give away 
besides. As God had prospered me 
so far, I felt it my duty to lay myself 
out still further for his glory, in culti- 
vating my little farm. 1 therefore set 
off one tenth of that part, which was 
productive, about three acres, deter- 
mined to cultivate it, and devote the 
proceeds to God. From this, 1 real- 
ized the first year, about one hundred 
dollars, which I appropriated to va- 
rious objects of benevolence, and from 
the rest of my farm, I obtained more 
than ever 1 did from the whole, in any 
one year before. Since that time, I 
have enjoyed the luxury of doing good 
with my money, my family have been 
better supported than ever, and bless- 
ed be God, all my children have be- 
come hopefully pious, one of them is 
studying for the ministry, and my 
house has been like the house of 
Obed-edom, where the ark rested." 
Here his heart was too full to admit 
of his saying more. 



•* I HAVE LOST MY SOUL.' 

S. G. was a young man of amiable 
disposition, superior talents, and un- 
blemished character. He had been 
nurtured in the bosom of a pious fa- 
mily, and faithfully instructed, in the 
great doctrines of the Gospel. His 
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intellect assented to the truth of these 
doctrines, but his heart had never felt 
their power. 

At the age of nineteen, he entered 
one of our most distinguished institu- 
tions of learning ; and during his first 
year, there were few of his class, who 
excelled him in scholarship, who stood 
higher in the respect and aflfection of 
their acquaintances, or who gave fairer 
promise of long Ufe and extended use- 
fulness. 

At the opening of his second year, 
he was seized with a virulent typhus 
fever. His mind, almost from the 
moment of attack, was so bewildered, 
as to preclude all hope of administer- 
ing, successfully, to his spiritual neces- 
sities- His friends could say little to 
him, of his sins or his Saviour; nor 
could they obtain any satisfactory evi- 
dence, that he had, even for a moment, 
a clear conception of his condition and 
his prospects. 

He remained ia this state, till a few 
hours before his death. He then seem- 
ed to awake, a moment, from his deli- 
rium, and to be fully conscious of the 
power of his disease, and of the reali- 
ties that were fast opening upon his 
spirit. He cast his eyes around the 
room in which he lay, and upon the 
friends that stood by bis bed-side, and 
exclaimed, ** O my toul^ my soul ! i 
have LOST my soul!" His delirium 
soon returned, and, in a short time, his 
spirit went back to God, who gave it. 

The exclamation of this dying young 
man, made an impression, upon the 
mind of the writer of this article, 
^ which he will carry with him to his 
grave. It taught him the value of the 
«oul, and the importance of attending, 
first of ail things, to its salvation. 
Reader, how is it with thy soul? — 
Should its probation this moment 
close, would it be savedt or would it 
be lost? 

** PRECIOUS SAVIOUR." 

Mrs. H. became, in early hfe, a hum- 
ble follower of Christ. She adorned 
her profession, by her consistent ex- 
ample, her pious zeal, her deeds of 
charity, and her various and unwearied 
efforts to promote, to the utmost of her 
ability, the kingdom of her Redeemer. 



When first I saw her, disease had 
laid her, emaciated and pale, at the 
gate of death. Her beauty had faded 
as the leaf. Her withered limbs and 
ghastly features told, that the moment 
of her departure was at hand. She 
had bid farewell to her bosom friend, 
and her httle ones. She had told them 
to believe in Jesus, and prepare to meet 
her in Heaven. And now, her eyes 
were set, her pulse was still, and all 
around thought she had gone to her 
rest. When, suddenly, her dying eye 
shot forth a beam of rapture, and kin- 
dled with celestial joy ; and with a 
smile, sweeter than an angePs, she ex- 
claimed, " Precious Saviour, precious 
Saviour,*' and fell asleep. 



SELF EXAMINATION. 

BEFORE COMMUNION, ASK TOURSKLF, 

1. Am I prepared to approach the 
table of tny Lord with lively penitence 
and faith ? 

2. Have 1 fervent charity toward all 
the brethren ? 

3. Have I grown in grace since the 
last communion ? 

4. Is it owing, in any measure, to 
my neglect of duty that no more con- 
verted souls are now coming, for the 
first time, to the table of Christ.? 



1. What good can I do to-day ? — ^to 
my own family ? — to the church ? — to 
the world ? Especially, what impeni- 
tent sinners can I warn ? 

2. To what temptations shall I be 
peculiarly exposed .'* 



ETENING. 

1 . What good have I done to-day ? 
to my own family ?— to the church ?— 
to the world? Especially, what im- 
penitent sinners have I warned ? 

2. Have I been faithful in the duties 
of the closet ? 

3. Have I gained a victory orer 
temptation, and lived near to God ? 
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How shall they preach except they be sent?.. Mom, x. 15. 
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LETTERS FROM THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 
The Corresponding Secretary, Rev. Dr. Peters, being on a tour in the Western 
Stales, we present our readers with the following extracts from his Correspond- 
ence, addressed to his associates at the Home Missionary Rooms. They were 
written during his passage from Cincinnati to St. Louis, after having attended 
the anniversaries at the former place. 



LETTER I, 

Steamboat^ on the Ohio River ^ Nov.., 1836. 

AMNIYERSARIES AT CINCINNATI. 

Dear Brethren:— I arrived at Cincinnati on 
Tuesday morning. The Tennperance Anni- 
versary had been held the evening before, 
and was spoken of as an interesting meeting, 
firother Spaulding engaged me on my arrival, 
to address the Education meeting on Tuesday 
evening. The report was a good one, and the 
addresses were said to be as good as usual. 
I did what I could to give interest to ibe occa- 
sion, and have reason to believe that my labours 
were not wholly in vain. On Wednesday 
evening, the Home Missionary Anniversary 
occurred. Mr. Little's report was excellent in 
spirit, and interesting in detail. Addresses 
were delivered by Mr. Lehmanowsky, a Polish 
Christian, who has been several years in this 
country, and been highly useful among the 
Germans and others, in Ohio and Indiana. His 
remarks were spirited and good. Then fol- 
lowed Rev. J. M. Dickey, of Indiana, with an 
address, which, for simplicity of manner, and 
riehness of historical detail, I have seldom 
heard surpassed. Having resided a quarter 
of a century in the state of Indiana, he was 
better able than any other man in it, to describe 
the self-Kienial of the ministry, and the history 
of the churches. ^ T wenty*one years ago," he 
said, **a new thing ocourrttd in Indiana. It 
was Ae meeting of ^rea Presbyterian ministers 
in that state. Now there are not less than 
ty, and ohorabea alfaad? orsaaifed da« 
OL. IX. fil 



•^; 



mending many more !" Things of this sort 
were said by him from his own personal know- 
ledge, with an appropriateness, and a veracity 
of feeling, which produced a marked effect on 
the audience. Our agent, Rev. T. Baldwin, 
of Illinois, having arrived just in season for 
that occasion, made the next address, in his 
best style of warm and impassioned eloquence, 
rendered pungent and controlling, by his fa« 
miliar acquaintance with the subject, add the 
spirit-stirring facts which are furnished by tba 
brief and brilliant history of the Home Mis* 
sionary cause in that state. On me it devolved, 
to close the addresses of the evening; and I 
can truly say, I have never addressed an au- 
dience under any circumstances more suited to 
impress my mind with the importance of the 
work in which we are engaged, or to excite my 
best feelings on its hebalf. 

On Thursday morning, the Sunday schools 
of the city were assembled, and addressed by 
several gentlemen. In the afternoon, the Emi- 
grants* Friend Society held an interesting meet- 
ing, addressed by Mr. Lehmanowsky, Prof. 
Biggs, and myself; and in tlie evening, the 
Sunday School Union held its anniversary, 
with interesting addresses, by N. Wright, Esq., 
Mr. Baldwin, and others. The Foreign Mis- 
sionary anniversary was on Friday evening, 
and was not surpassed by any other. Ad- 
dresses were made by Rev. Mr. Shedd, of 
Ohio; our friend, Mr. Brigham, of New- York; 
Mr. Baldwin, of Illinois, and myself. On Sa- 
turday evening, a meeting was held on behalf 
of the Bibia Society, with iuterattiii|» eflbot. 
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On Sabbath morning, it was my privilege to 
address a large and deeply interested congre- 
gation, in Dr. Beecher's church, on the sub- 
ject of Home Missions; when the annual sub- 
scription of that church was taken, amounting 
to more than $500. At evening, I preached in 
the Third Church, under the pastoral care of 
the Rev. Mr. Mills, late of Kentucky. When 
I add to this running account of the public 
exercises, ibat every morning was occupied 
with a prayer meeting, and other portions of 
each day in meetings for consultation and ad- 
vice on the subject of our benevolent efforts in 
the West, you will perceive that the week was 
one of much activity and labour, as well as of 
deep and thrilling interest. 

IIjrLUENCE OF THE WESTERN AKNIVERSARIES. 

The number of clergymen and others from 
Ohio and the adjoining states, was larger than 
has been usual at the^e anniversaries in former 
years; and I am happy to add, that my own 
impressions of the importance of these anni- 
versaries to the cause of religion and of benevo- 
lent efforts in the West, have been greatly in- 
creased. Great advances have been made in 
both these respects, since I was last in this 
country, nearly four years ago; and nothing 
exhibits these advances so palpably, for our 
encouragement in every good work, as the re- 
ports at these anniversaries. They also pos- 
sess the advantage, familiar to us in older cities, 
of calling together the friends of missions from 
every direction in the country, to unite their 
sympathies and counsels on subjects, which, 
with the blessing of God, are better suited than 
any other to promote the growth of grace in 
their own hearts, and through them to bless the 
churches. I rejoice, therefore, to see these an- 
nual assemblages in the West increasing in 
interest and in the extent of their influence, 
both on the ministry and the churches. There 
are some, it is true, in these states, whose 
minds have been ill affected towards our bene- 
volent societies, by the alarms which have been 
sounded out through the land by those who 
contend that missionary operations are never 
safe, excepting when they are conducted in the 
name, and by the authority of church courts, 
as cuch. There is no evidence, however, that 
the number of sttch is increasing. The resolu- 
tions of certain ecclesiastical bodies, recently 
adopted and industriously circulated, in opposi- 
tion to voluntary socictiesj are to be regarded 
only as the expression of the feelings of those 
who Uavt never eo-operated with us, many of I 



whom, when the present occasion of their tem- 
porary excitement shall have passed away, 
will regret these caui^eless assaults upon insti- 
tutions which have done more than all others 
to bless our country with the administration of 
the Gospel, and make it a blessing to the world. 
That there should exist, to any extent, among 
good men, prejudices against the American 
Education, Home Missionary, and Foreign 
Missionary Societies, must appear marvellous, 
to the benevolent and devoted patrons of these 
institutions generally, who have been familiar 
with their objects and measures, and have 
watched their progress, and rejoiced in their 
results. But, whatever may be the strength, or 
the extent of these prejudices, nothing can be 
better adapted to diminish and remove them, 
than the annual reports of the doings of these 
societies, with the excellent spirit which, both 
in the East and the West, attends their anniver- 
sary meetings. It is not too much to hope, 
that we may in this way furnish even to those 
who have doubts of the usefulness of these so- 
cieties, so many opportunities of correcting 
their impressions, as shall induce them to unite 
with us in sustaining them, both by their pray- 
ers and their contributions. When I look at 
the vast amount of work to be done, the extent 
of country to be occupied in our own land, the 
number of ministers to be educated and sustain- 
ed, and the immense number required to carry 
the Gospel to other countries, I cannot but 
regard such a result as most desirable. O 
for the spirit of the Highest to descend, and 
make his people one, in their endeavours to 
convert the world. 
Most affectionately yours, A. Peters. 



LETTER II. 

Steamboat, on the Mistissippi Rivera > 
Nov., 1836. S 
Dear Brethren :— We left Louisville on the 
morning of \he lOlh, in tlie steamer Clintoot 
having on board a crowd of passengers, among 
whom were five Presbyterian clergymen, viz. 
Rev. J. Waters, of the state of New-York, on 
his way, with his family, to the state of Illinois 
the Rev. President Laberee, of Tennessee; the 
Rev. T. Baldwin, of Illinois; the Rev. R. Da- 
vidson, of Kentucky, and myself; and one Bap- 
tist minister, the Rev. Mr. Sweet, of Illinois; and 
several laymen and ladies, professors of reli- 
gion, of different denominations ; in all about 30> 
the whole nttiai)er of cabin passeagers hehng 
about 100, and perhaps an^eqmil number in th^* 
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steerage. Several of us had come in the same 
boat from Cincinnati; and on entering it, had 
agreed with the captain to land us at any place 
on the river where we might wish to spend the 
Sabhath, provided we should not reach St. 
Louis before that day. We had also, with the 
leave of the captain, enjoyed the privilege of 
conducting morning and evening devotions in 
the cabin, to which most of the passengers 
yielded a respectful attention. The large ac- 
cession to our numbers at Louisville, though 
it embraced many who appeared reckless of 
spiritual things, did not abridge our religious 
privileges. Our morning- devotions were con- 
ducted immediately after breakfast each day ; 
and at evening, when the proper hour arrived, 
at our request, the card and chess players 
would suspend their games, and attend with 
apparent seriousness to our services. One 
evening we were obliged,' by the dense fo^ on 
the river, «* to lie by," as they say, and the boat 
being still and at rest, we obtained leave to 
protract our services ; and Mr. Laberee, by re- 
quest, preached a lecture, with much point and 
animation, to which the captain and officers of 
the boat, with the whole of the passengers, gave 
a fixed and interested attention. The captain 
remarked the next morning, that this was the 
only sermon he had heard for seven years. 
During that time, he had been employed prin- 
cipally on the waters of the lower Mississippi, 
and had -known no Sabbath. Such is the ef- 
fect of the uniform practice, on these waters, of 
employing the Sabbath as other days. 

As we approached the close of the week, we 
proposed to the captain to lie by on the Sab- 
bath, 31 of the passengers uniting in the re- 
quest; but in vain. He treated our request 
respectfully, but pleaded the uniform usage of 
the river boats in justification of his refusal, 
and said he would not be hired to stop short of 
$500. This being more than we were willing 
to allow, 19 of our number went on shore at 
Smithland, in Kentucky, at the mouth of the 
Cumberland river, on Saturday night, and took 
lodgings for the Sabbath, trusting Providence 
to supply us with another boat to convey us on 
our journey on Monday. Such is the power- 
ful influence of public opinion, and of almost 
universal usage on these waters, and the feeble 
hold of religious obligation upon those who 
throng the boats of these rivers, that, of the 31 
professors of religion on board the Clinton, only 
nineteen were willing to endure the sacrifice of 
time and money which the sanctification of the 
Sabbath would have demanded. We would 
be careful to indulge xio uncharitable judgment 



of those who proceeded on their way ; yet wa 
must express our deep regret and lamentation, 
that the temptation to disregard the Sabbath on 
these rivers, is so great as it really is. To 
show .the reality a"nd the force of this tempta. 
tion, it is only necessary to remark, that the 
actual expenFC to the 19, who, in this instance, 
turned aside to rest on the Sabbath, was more 
than $130, the charge of each individual at the 
tavern being $2 25, and the additional expense 
of passage to St. Louis in another boat, $5, ma- 
king to each of us an additional charge of $7 25, 
for the privilege of observing the Sabbath ac- 
cording to the commandment of God. To one, 
a clergyman of limited means, who is removing 
with his family of six persons, including him- 
self, the charge of keeping this Sahbaih has 
been $43 50. In such cases, the temptation is 
great, to save this oppressive expense, by disre- 
garding the day of God, especially when the 
voice of public opinion is loud and constant, as 
it is here, in resisting the suggestions of con- 
science and the claims of the Gospel. When, 
O when, shall these adverse influences be 
changed, and the cabins which float upon our 
broad rivers and streams, as well as our homes , 
upon tlie land, become bethels! The import- 
ance of commencing some systematic action 
on this subject, begins to he discussed among 
western Christians; and I am not without hope 
that arrangements will be made to establish 
lines of boats on these rivers, whose proprietors 
will be st^tisfied with the gains of six days* la- 
bour, and whose officers, passengers and crews, 
may enjoy the sweet satisfaction of resting on 
the seventh day from all their labours, and de- 
voting its sacred hours to the worship of God. 
But I must go back, and give you some ae- 
count of our 

SABBATH IN KENTUCKY. 

Smithland is one of the oldest settlements 
on the Ohio river, having been occupied as a 
town as long as Nashville in Tennessee. It 
is pleasantiy situated, on the Kentucky side of 
the river, and is the landing place of numerous 
boats for the transfer of passengers and frei«;ht 
for the Cumberland river, and for both direc- 
tions on the Ohio. Its population is from 600 
to 800. The Sabbath morning opened with a 
pleasant sun, and we rose to contemplate the 
field upon which a beneficent God had placed 
us to »pend one day in hi» terviee. The pub- 
lic inn where we were all accommodated, wms 
spacious and ample, and our host and hostess, 
with their servants^ were nttenuve to onr wants. 
We found among the books of the lady of Xh^ 
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house, th» large fttmily Bible, Ambrose on 
''Looking unto Christ," and several other 
standard religious books, which indicated that 
her education had been under Presbyterian in- 
fluences; and her deportment was dignified and 
serious. We announced our object in having 
left the boat to spend the Sabbath on shore ; 
and breakfast being over, and our morning de- 
votions concluded, we inquired what opportu- 
nities were furnished in the place for public 
worship. We were informed that they had 
occasional preaching in a small schoo l-house 
by a Cumberland Presbyterian; and that a 
young Episcopal minister, who was teaching 
a school in the place, was accustomed to con- 
duct the service of his church once on the 
Sabbath, when the school-house was not other- 
wise occupied. His was the only service 
appointed that day, and was to commence at 
11 o'clock. The afternoon being unoccupied, 
our host kindly offered us the use of his large 
rooms for public service in the afternoon and 
evening, and notice was circulated through the 
village. In the morning, we attended the ser- 
vice of our Episcopal brother. It was in a log 
school-house, about half a mile from the vil 
Irtge, in a secluded spot, and very inconvenient 
of access. We found the ropm in miserable 
repair, open and cold, and capable of holding 
perhaps 60 persons. On our entrance, the 
young preacher was dismissing his small Sab-^ 
bath school, which he sustains with exemplary 
diligence. He then commenced his service, 
and there remained in the house about 15 in- 
dividuals, besides our company. Such is the 
carelessness of the inhabitants of the old town 
of Smilhland, in regard to religious institutions 
and observances. The occasion, however, was 
instructive ; and the sermon such as deserved 
a better audience, and a much more general 
attendance of the people. We returned to our 
lodgings, feeling that it was a privilege to min- 
gle, though it had been with so few, in work 
and worship so divine. 

At 3 o'clock in the afternoon, the people as- 
sembled at the tavern. Our accommodati<ms 
were much better, and our audience many 
limes larger than that of the morning. Mr. 
Davidson, at our request, preached an animated 
and appropriate sermon, which was received 
with fixed atttntioa and interest. To us, the 
season was sweet and interesting, and we felt 
that our presenee and labours were not in vain 
in the Lord. At evening, the assembly was 
much lai^r, filling every room within the reach 
of the voice of the preatebcr, when it was my 



privilege to speak to them of the things whieh 
concern the redemption of sinners, by the blood 
of Christ, and the way of salvation through 
him. We closed the day with warm and deep 
feelings of gratitude for the facilities of useful- 
ness to which we had been admitted, and not 
without some hope and confidence in God, that 
the impressions of his truth, by the influences 
of his Spirit, might be made permanent and 
saving upon the hearts of some of our hearers. 
We reminded them of the great blessing of a 
preached Gospel to any people, and the great 
obligation resting upon suchsS people as this, 
so settled in their habitations, so numerous and 
able, to build a house for the Worship of God, 
and to sustain the institutions of religion, for 
the benefit of themselves and their children, 
and the numerous strangers who daily throng 
their public houses, and contribute to iheir 
increasing wealth and prosperity. 

On Monday morning, just as we were rising 
from breakfast, a boat arrived, the Vermont, on 
which we resumed our passage, with accom- 
modations quite as good as those which we 
left in the Clinton, on Saturday night. Here, 
too, we found ourselves associated with an or- 
derly groap of passengers, a majority of whom 
^united with us in our morning and evening de- 
votions. Truly, it will be pleasant to pass 
upon these waters, when the countless boats 
that will float here, shall be consecrated to 
God, and incense and a pure oflering shall go 
up to heaven from the thousands that shall do 
business upon these great and long rivers. 

INFLUENCE OF STEAMBOA.TS. 

Since onr Sabbath in Smithland, I have been 
led to reflect upon the immense influence which 
might be exerted by Sabbath»keeping boats in 
all the towns which line these rivers, a distance, 
on them all, of not lees than 10,000 miles. 
The eflect of the frequent intercourse of these 
villagers with travellers, would then be the re- 
verse of what it is now. It would no longer 
break down and destroy, but build up and 
strengthen religions institutions; and the arri- 
val of a boat, on Saturday night, would be re- 
garded by religions people, not as a eurae, btit 
a blessing. 

ADVANTAGES POSSESSED BT THE NEW STATES. 

I have also been impressed with the contrast 
between the great advantages enjoyed by some 
of the new states 6f the West, and those which 
wei^ possessed by tlie older states in this val- 
ley. The early habits of the people of Ken- 
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tucky, in res^rd to religious observances, were 
formed before any efficient system of Home 
Missionary operations had been commenced. 
Hence very many places in that stale, like 
Smithland, having commenced their settlement 
without those encouragements which are now 
afforded to new settlements to establish reli- 
gious institutions; and having been long accus- 
tomed to dispense with them, have at length 
become insensible of the value of ihose bless- 
ings. The desolations of Kentucky are ac- 
cordingly very great, and many, and difficult to 
be repaired; while Illinois, with a population 
only about half as numerous as that of Ken- 
tucky, and rapidly accumulated from all parts 
of this country and the civilized world, has 
already secured (all within the last ten years) 
a more numerous supply of efficient ministers 
than Kentucky. This contrast is doubtless to 
be attributed, in a great measure, to the active 
operations of the Home Missionary Society in 
lUinoiS) affording early aid to new settlements 
in the support of approved ministers, and thus | 



encouraging cfaurches and congregations to 
exert their own, energies for the same object. 
In this way the churches of Illinois have been 
early initiated into the doctrine of their own 
responsibilities, and by being blessed, are pre- 
pared to be blessings to others. Here, acccHrd- 
ingly, the value and usefulness of our Society 
are seen and appreciated, as they are in all other 
states where they have been invited and cor- 
dially seconded. It is regarded with none of 
those suspicions which have ever embarrassed 
its operations in Kentucky, and which have 
lately been expressed by a portion of the clergy 
of that state; and the reason is obvious ; its ob- 
ject and tendency are there distinctly seen. 
May it have free course in every state, until its 
work shall be accomplished in the building up 
of the kingdom of Christ, in the length and 
breadth of this immense country. Commend- 
ing you and all our associates to the grace of 
God, I remain yours in the bonds of the Gospel, 
Absalom Peters, 
Cor. Sec. A. H. M. 8. 



AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 



LOWER CANADA HOME 
SIONARY SOCIETY. 



MIS- 



The Society from wliose Report the 
following extracts are taken, is called the 
** Canada Education and Home Mission- 
ary Society," though it is in the latter 
capacity alone that it holds a relation to 
thd A.H. M. S., and indeed it is at pre. 
ient doing nothing for the other object. 
It has existed for nine years, but for want 
of an Agent devoted to its interests, and 
attending wholly upon this one thing, 
little more was accomplished, for the first 
eight years, than merely to ''strengthen 
the things that remained, and wore ready 
to die," and to keep alive Christian sensi. 
bility to their own wants. More recently 
an Agent, Rev. W. F. Curry, waa engaged 
by the Society to devote himself to the 
work, and the happy results are already 
seen in the facts presented in their Report. 
It should moreover be stated, that the 
Lord has, within ft year or two, called 



the attention of his people, particularly in 
Massachusetts, to the condition of the 
American population in Canada, and to 
this fact may be attributed, in some de- 
gree, the success which has been realized 
in the eiforts described below. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORT. 

Condition of the field at the commence, 
meni of the year. 

At the commencement of the present 
year there were but six of our missionaries 
in the field, and two of these had been 
recently introduced. So that after eight 
years effort and painful anxiety, our terri- 
tory for hundreds of miles was yet un- 
blessed by the influence of the Gospel, 
and was as the valley of the shadow of 
death, except in a few favoured spots, 
where the Missionaries of other Societies 
had gathered their small flocks from the 
surrounding multitudes, that were wan- 
dering vlpoti the dark mountains. It was 
found necessary, in the prosecution of our 
plans after the last anniversary, speedily 
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to consummate' our contemplated connex. 
ion with the American Home Missionary 
Society, by bocomingr their Auxiliary : for 
the double purpose of securing the amount 
of funds necessary for sustaining our 
operations in fuiure, and, at the same time, 
securing the contidence of a greater circle 
of Christian friends. 

In this, our most sanguine hopes have 
been realized. The American Home 
Missionary Society received us with open 
arms, and our frequent calls for aid have 
been promptly answered. The young men 



at the schools of the Prophets, who are 
preparing for the Gospel ministry, when 
they heard from your Agent and others, 
the wants, the circumstances, ai)d pros, 
pects of Canada, were deeply interested. 
Of the comparatively small number af 
those preparing for the ministry, (small 
when viewed in connexion with the con- 
stantly increasing demands throughout 
the world,) we have received our pro- 
portion since our wants have been made 
known, and the promise of continued help. 



The following abstract will present^ in a condensed vieWj our Missionary statistics 

for the last year. 



Extracts from the reports of Missionaries. 

Shipton, one of the Eastern town, 
ships, contains 1500 inhabitants, 1150 of 
whom are Protestants. The Rev. A. J. 
Parker, our missionary, is the only resi- 
dent minister in the town. He organized 
the church of which he is now the pastor, 
in November, 1832 ; but it was not until 
recently that he could devote much of his 
time to their spiritual culture, on account 
of the numerous and pressing calls for 



his service, in more destitute neighbour, 
hoods. For a long time, he was the only 
Congregational or Presbyterian minister 
within a territory of more than one hun- 
dred miles square, and comprising more 
than 30,000 inhabitants. 

Mr. Parker»8 church, within tlifi last 
summer, has been engaged in accomplish, 
ing what appeared to them once an almost 
hopeless task, the erection of a suitable 
house of worship; but the pastor laments 
** that this and the world, have engrossed 
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their attention too much, and thrown that 
which is spiritual in the back ground.'* 
The General Agent visited this station 
during the last year, and spent a short 
time in preaching and visiting, in com. 
pany with this brother. He left the 
ground, deeply impressed with the con vie 
tion of what he had so often heard, viz : 
that tlie labours of this missionary are 
laying the foundation of a most important 
spiritual structure, that shall ere long, 
gladden the sight, and be a storehouse of 
blessings for the multitude around. 

For particulars of Mr. P*8 labours, see for- 
mer numbers of the Home Missionary. 

MELBOURNE. 

This town, adjoining Shipton, contains 
from 800 to 1000 souls, nearly all of 
whom are Protestants. There are but 
two resident ministers in the town, one of 
whom is our missionary, the Rev. A. O. 
Hubbard. His commission bears date 
June 15th. He has entered on his second 
year, and although encountering many 
discouragements, he is persuaded that his 
labours were not in vain. In his recent 
report, he thus writes; — "When our 
church was first organized, it consisted of 
eighteen members ; one half of these were 
received by profession ; a fow especially 
in the back part of the town have indul. 
ged hopes of their acceptance with God, 
since I commenced my labours in this 
place. In the neighbourhood just refer- 
red to, good has evidently been done, 
three brothers with their wives have been 
joined to our number. At our commu. 
nion in April, fuur additional members 
were received, and at our communion in 
July, six ; these with the four received in 
December, number thirty.two. I am 
happy to say, that our little band promises 
well. 

The General Agent has also visited this 
station, and can bear witness to the faith, 
fulness of the preceding report. 

SHBRBEOOKE AND LENOXVILLE. 

Sherbrooke being the seat of the agency 
of the British American Land Company 
in the townships, and possessing many 
other natural advantages, must eventual- 
ly rise into importance, and exert a power, 
ful moral influence on the surrounding 
coantry. In December last, u «harch was 
organized at that place, comprising twen- 
ty.seven members, some of whom reside 
in LenoxvHle, four miles distant. In 
May last they succeeded in securing the 
.seryiees of the Rev. J. Robertson, who has 
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ever since been labouring amongst them 
with much acceptance. 



This town contains about 2000 inhabi. 
tants. The Rev. O. Pierson, the mission, 
ary, commenced his labours early last 
spring, and is sustained by the New 
Hampshire Missionary Society. With a 
self denial that few experience, this bro- 
ther turned away from several pleasant 
places ill Vermont, where his labours were 
requested, and came into the province at 
a most inclement season. He commen- 
ccd his work amidst discouragements 
enough to make a stout heart quail; yet 
he has persevered, and in his last com. 
munication informs us, that he hopes 80<m 
to organize a church. In April last, the 
first monthly concert for prayer ever ob- 
served in that town, was held at his bouse. 



This town contains about 3000 inhabi. 
tants ; a Baptist minister is settled there. 
The Wesleyans have a part of their cir. 
cuit there, and the people are also sup. 
plied with preaching by on Episcopal niin. 
ister. The Congregational church was 
organized in November last, bat have not 
yet sucoeeded in securing the services of 
a pastor. 

8TAN8TEAO. 

This is a comparatively old town, and ». 
sembles in its physical features some of 
the most beautiful sections of New-Eng. 
land. It contains about 5000 inhabitants. 
Mr. Sabin, in his last commnnication, 
thus writes : — •* At present the church ap. 
pears to be united and prosperous, and I 
think there is evidence of an increasing 
spirit of piety and prayer, for a few weeks 
pastb Our last communion on the first 
Sabbath in September, (the only one I 
have dispensed to this church,) was, I 
trust, a profitable, and certainly it was ft 
pleasant and afiTecting one. This season 
was the more interesting, as some indivi. 
duals sat with us at the table of our Lord 
for the first time for two or three years. 

*' Most of our population are sons and 
daughters of New.England; they passed 
their youth under the sound of the 60s. 
pel ; and while a few brought its spirit 
along with them, many of those who sot. 
tied twenty or thirty years ago in this then 
wilderness, not only left the hallowed in- 
fluence of the sanctuary and the Sabbath, 
but seemed also to feel that they bad fled 
from the presence of the Lord.** 
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In the different Deighbouriioods there 
are six Sabbath schools, instructed and 
kept in successful operation bj the mem. 
bers of this church. They comprise above 
200 scholars ; they have small but well se- 
lected libraries. 



This town is on the borders of Vermont, 
Krest of Stanstead, and has been supplied 
one third of the time, for a part of the year 
only, by the Rev. W. E. Holmes. Nothing 
of peculiar interest has been reported from 
this place. 

MISSISQUOI BAY. 

The Congregational church was organ, 
ized in 1826 ; but, like many others, just 
within our borders, has not gained strength 
with years. At present it numbers only 
14 members. Since Mr. C. commenced 
his labours in June last, there has been a 
gradual increase of the congregation, and 
two members have been added to the 
church. The Sabbath schools contain 
aboui 75 scholars. 

HENRTVILLE AND VICINITY. 

The Rev. J. J. Gilbert at present occu- 
pies 4 stations, at one of which a meeting- 
house has been recently erected, princi- 
pally through his exertions. 

B.USSKLLTOWN' 

Numbers about 1500 inhabitants. It is 
an important, and in some respects, a 
very difficult station. The Congregational 
church was organized in December, 1832, 
by the Rev. James Nail, a former mis- 
sionary, and is now supplied by the Rev. 
C. F. Halsey, who has recently com- 
menced his second year. He has been 
indefatigable in his efforts for the good of 
thtit people ; and considering all the cir. 
cumstances, has succeeded well. The 
administration of discipline, which was 
much needed in the church, has b^en of 
late more prompt; and its beneficial re. 
suits ace already apparent. 

LAPRAIRIK. 

For some time previous to the spring of 
1834, this place had been almost forsaken 
by all denominations of Christians. No 
minister was resident in this place. The 
Presbyterian and Congregational church 
had been broken up, and this few professors 
that were left were as sheep without a 
ebepherd ; after a season of inaction and 
diseouragement, they appointed a day of 



fastuQg, humiliation, and prayer. A revi- 
val began. Several of the clergymen from 
Montreal who went to their assistance, 
found themselves surrounded by the tokens 
of God's presence and power. Christians 
wept and prayed ; converts rejoiced in the 
Lord ; and convicted sinners inquired, 
"men and brethren, what shall we do?" 
The church was in a few weeks reorgan- 
ized, with about 20 members; and imme- 
diate efforts made to secure the services 
of a pastor, lu September following, the 
Rev. R. y. Hall, their present pastor, ar* 
rived, and commenced his duties. 

[For particulars, see page iI3, of this vo- 
lume.] 

GRANBY AND SHEFFORD. 

[The report of this station, from the mission- 
ary, Rev. H. B. Chapin, is reEerved until ihe 
next number of the H. Miss., where it will be 
presented more in detail than is practicable in 
this abstract.] 

ST. EUSTACHE. 

This congregation is in a Scotch set- 
tlement, and is surrounded entirely by 
Canadian Catholics. Mr. Shanks, their 
minister, has been with them three years, 
during which time, he says, the congrega. 
tion has more than doubled. It has been 
only during the last year that he has re- 
ceived aid from this society. He report* 
nothing of special interest, except the re. 
gard had by both parents and children for 
the Sabbath schools. 

NEW GLASGOW AND VICINITY. 

The Rev. Mr. M'Killican was com. 
missioned for ten months to labour a part 
of the time in this place. It is gratifying 
to learn, that in this town the cauFo of 
temperance has gained a most decided 
triumph, and that they are enrolling hun- 
dreds on their lists of persons pledgedto 
entire abstinence from all intoxicating^ 
drinks. 

lAWIMM. 

This town contains a population of about 
1700, nearly one half of whom are Ro- 
man Catholics. The inhabitants, with a 
few exceptions, are emigrants from Great 
Britain and Ireland^ and generally mani- 
fest much desire to avail theraaelvee of tb9 
means of grace. There are in the town, 
besides our missionary, an Episcopal 
minister, who preachea three fourths af 
hii tiiM» «nd t Methodist one* a month* 
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Early last winter the general agent made a 
necond visit to this town, and spent a 
few days in preaching to a solemn assem. 
bly. Two or three disfeiples who had 
wept for joy, when on a former occasion 
they anticipated a season of such high 
privilege, were now instant in prayer, 
for themselves, their families, and their 
neighbours. God heard and answered. 
He manifested himself graciously to the 
people; not only did deep solemnity per- 
vade the place of meeting, but sinners. 
we trust, were bom into the kingdom. 
The result was, the organization, on the 
5th of January, of the First Presbyteri- 
an Church of Rawdon, consisting of se- 
venteen members, all of whom adopted 
the pledge of abstinence from all intoxi. 
eating drinks. Rev. J. Miller went to 
Rawdon in June last, where he has been 
since labouring with every prospect of 
continued success. 

Within the last summer, by the stre. 
nuous exertions of a few individuals, a 
house of worship has been erected and 
enclosed, and having expended all that 
they or the people can at present appro- 
liriate tor that purpose, they fear that, for 
want of funds, they shall not be able to 
make it habitable during the approaching 
winter. 



This settlement contains about 1000 
souls, amongst whom are scattered a few 
Roman Catholic families. Our misslona. 
ry reports nothing of special interest that 
will not be found in the table of statis- 
tics. 

lltTLL. 

This township contains at present about 
2200 inhabitants, 1800 of whom are Pro. 
testants. A large proportion of these last 
are from New-Hampshire and other New- 
England states. The Rev. P. Montague, 
who was recently ordained and installed 
the pastor of this church and society, 
commenced his labours in May last. 

SUMlfART^ 

There are now in commission, and la. 
bouring within our bounds, fourteen mis- 
sionaries, including the general agent. 
Five of these have been ordained, and 
two installed during the year. 

The aggregate of missionary labour 
during the twelve months, has been 
eighteen years. 

The appropriations made for the sup« 
port of. missionaries has been, in round 
numbers. 3000 dollar?; 2300 of which 
have been received from the funds of the 

Vol. IX. 22 



American Home Missioniry Society, er 
her auxiliaries in the United States. 

There are 576 members of churches re. 
ported, and 188 of these as having united 
since the last anniversary. A full report 
would swell the number of church mem. 
bers to 600, and the additions to 200. 

Eight hundred and ten members of 
Sunday schools, and 2030 members of 
temperance societies, have been also re. 
ported; but these numbers are also far 
below the troth. 

Our prospects brighten. And if our 
prayers, our alms, and our efforts, shall 
continue tb be ilcceptable unto God, we 
shall hasten the coming of the day, wheii 
the thousands of Protestants who are 
scattered throughout this land, shall be. 
come a holy people, and over the grave 
where prejudice and sin lie buried, shall 
hold up before the eyes of the astonished 
Catholics, the light, and love, and blessed, 
ness of the glorious Go'spel of the Son 6f 
God. " For as the earth bringeth forth 
her bud, and as the garden causeth the 
things that are sown in it to spring forth, 
so the Lord God will cause righteousness 
and praise to spring forth before all na- 
tions." 



DOMESTIC MISSIONARY SOCIE- 
TY OF UPPER CANADA. 

The ministers belonging to the Presbytery 
of Upper Canada, have formed an auxiliary 
totheA.H. M. S. under the above title, and 
presented the following appeal in behalf of 
the churches under their care. 

This Presbytery is made up of six or 
seven ministers, who have the charge 
each of from one to three churches, of 
which there are not far from twenty.five, 
and the number of members may he from 
six to eight hundred. 

The question, whether these churches 
shall be sustained m maintaining their 
denominational character, is one we have 
tried to decide under the inBueneeofa 
prayerful spirit. Shall they be disbanded t 
Shall they unite with English Indepen- 
dents ? They have tried it, in one in- 
stance, to their deep regret. Chiefly 
owing to the opposition of the majority of 
nnembers of the churches of that denomina- 
tion to the cause of temperance, our 
chuvehes cannot unite with them. But 
in addition to this, and other reasons 
which mi|rht be iz»entioned, there is n i|». 
lional diffBrenee which Headers it prcit^ 
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k\y unpleaiant to both English and Amo. 
ricans to moot together. Shall they go to 
the Kirk of Scotland, and be amalgama. 
ted with them 7 Thej are opposed in 
principle to church establishments. And 
the Kirk takes all she can get from go- 
Ternment, as well as some of the different 
orders of Methodists, of which there are 
four in the province, and also the Church 
of England. Or shall these churches 
struggle in poverty for a season, trusting 
in God for a supply of ministers to break 
to them the bread of life, and the means 
by which they can be supported 7 Sha!l 
they call on ministers of the Gospel to 
come over and help them 7 Shall they be 
comforted and assisted by the prayers 
and alms of Christians in the United 
Slates 7 Can the Home Missionary So. 
eiety do nny thing towards feeding these 
lambs in the wilderness 7 We would be 
glad of advice, and shall be anxious to 
hoAT, whether you can take us under your 
patronage, and send us an agent and 
a missionary who will go among our 
churches, and cheer the hearts of the peo- 
ple of God which seem ready to despond. 

It is said that there are many places 
throughout the province settled in part 
by people from the Stales, where minis- 
ters from their own country are desired, 
and where many small churches might be 
organized. 

Now, in view of the difficulties we are 
obliged to encounter, of which you may 
not be ignorant, indin view of the urgent 
calls for Inbourers in the churches of the 
United States, shall we leave and fill your 
vacancies, or shall we remain, hoping 
that God has many people here to be 
brought under the influence of the Gos. 
pel through our agency, and may we ex- 
pect any additional labuurers to do a 
work which is indeed needful to be done, 
but which is entirely beyond our ability 
to accomplish 7 

In answer to the foregoing, these brethren 
have been assured of the condkl eo>op«ration 
of the A. H. M. S., as wel? as oar deep sym- 
pathy with thera in the aflecting state of their 
fcsUe churches and waste places. 



REPORTS. 

VIRGIJfLU 

From Rev. Ftstus Hanks, Park$rshurs, 
Va. 

tTNION TRHPKKA.HCTK MKBTINO. 

The Methodist minipters upon this oir. 



cuit and myself, agreed to devote Sun* 
day, the 18th of Sept., to a joint effort ii» 
the cause of. Temperance ; and I do not 
believe that a meeting has lately beeiv 
held in this place, whose influence will b» 
more salutary and permanent. The con« 
gregation was unusually large, and atten. 
tive. We laboured to convince them of 
the vast importance of adopting the ex- 
tended pledge, embracing intoxicating 
liquor of every kind. Many of the 
friends of Temperance were prepared to 
take this step in advance. A pledge wa^ 
circulated, and signed by some 60 or 70 
persons, and a number have been added 
since, among whom are soma of the most 
respectable and influential people in the 
place. 1 believe the cause is gaining 
ground in this region,, but very slowly. 
It has serious obstacles to encounter. 
The community generally are decidedly 
in favour of restraining the traffic, and a 
large proportion believe that it ought not 
!to be licensed at all. Bat the men who 
are determined to sell spirit, watch t he- 
opportunity, and make application for li- 
cense when they are sure a majority of the 
I magistrates upon the bench love their 
drams. It is only at such a time, that 
they can succeed. It ought to be said, ta 
the honour of a considerable majority of 
the magistrates in this country, that they 
would not consent to license any man to- 
destroy others for the sake of enriching 
himself. But the misfortune is, that three- 
magistrates form a quorum ; and, some- 
times, that nunober can be found opoa 
the bench, who would not refuse. I 
know of no man who sustains a rvputabk^ 
character as a follower of Christ, who> 
is engaged in vending ardent spirits. But 
a few may be found who profess religion, 
that love to drink it, and oppose Temper- 
ance societies. 

8PA8M0DI0 RELiaiON. 

Our Sabbath school, which first wanlF 
into operation two years ago last spring,, 
has never been suspended, winter or sum. 
mer. Every spring, re- 
vive their school with great zeaU but it 
gradually runs down, and in a few months 
is given up till the next spring. One or 
the greatest difficulties in brmginff the- 
holy, transferming, and permanent mflu- 
ence of the Gospel to bear upon this com- 
munity, is a restlesf, feverish desire for 
something new, and a consequent fickle- 
ness in the dispositions and pursuits of 
the people. Most of them seem to have 
no idea of engaging in the spiritual, holy, 
! folf denying duties of religion, with refer. 
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«nce to permMnent acHcn, 0nd Itmott re- 
<8ult9. They do not calculate to hold on 
more than a few montht, and then go in 
pursuit of something new. Erety thing 
goes by spasrat. This is the legitimate 
consequence of that kind of religious in. 
fluence, to which this region has been 
subjected. But I am happy to perceive 
that an important change is gradually ta. 
king place. There are those who have 
"begun to reflect and compare, and who 
lare convinced that this inconstant, fitful, 
spasmodic manner of serving ^od, is not 
only at variance with that which the Bi- 
ble inculcates, but in many respects, inju- 
rious to the best interests of the commu. 
nity. They begin to entertain the im- 
pression that the religion of the Bible 
was designed to remodel the character, 
and to exert, increasingly^ a holy influ. 
•ence until death ; and this, as a prepara- 
tion for the eternal enjoyment of God in 
heaven. I have great confidence that 
our Sabbath school will do much to cor- 
rect erroneous impreosions, and to ex- 
tend the influence of the truth, as it is in 
Jesus. 



THE POrr OFFICK AND THE iABBATH. 

A missionary in the West, gives us the fol- 
lowing illustration of the conflict of human 
with the Divine authority. 

A gentleman and his wife, of highly re. 
«pectableand intelligent character, who had 
*«njoyed some early religious advantages, 



became deeply interested in the tubject 
of religion, and, I Irust, experienced a. 
saving change of heart. They made ap. . 
plication, and were admitted as members 
of the church. The man had, for many 
years, been a post master, and exchanged 
the mail on the Sabbath. Soon aAor 
he entered publicly into covenant with 
God and his people, he began to feel 
unpleasantly about this part of his busi- 
ness. After reflection, and earnest pray- 
er, he became convinced that, for him to 
transact such business upon the Sabbath, 
would be a deliberate |violation of the 
sanctity of that day. He therefore 
promptly wrote to the F. O. Department, 
and requested, that, if possible, there 
might be an alteration bpon the route, 00 
that the mail should not arrive at that 
office on the sabbath, as he conscien- 
ciously believed it was wrong for him to 
attend to it on that day ; or, if such al. 
teration could not be made, that he might 
be excused from opening the mail when 
it arrived on the Sabbath ; or, if neither 
of these could be done, that his commu- 
nication might be considered as a resig. 
nation of his office. He was informed by 
the department, that neither of the things 
requested could be done, and that his let- 
ter was regarded and accepted as a resig- 
nation. O, that every post master who 
professes to follow Jesus, possessed such 
a conscience, and such decision of charac- 
ter. The church would soon wash her 
hands of one abomination ; and the work 
of desecrating the IiOrd*s day would be 
prosecuted by none but wicked men. 



Mistionarp Appoinlments by the Executive Committee of the A. H, M. S; 
fr&m November Ibth, to December 15Mj 1836. 



Rev. 
Rev. 
iRev. 
>Kev. 

Bev. 
Rev. 
Rer. 
Rer. 
Rev. 

Rev. 
Rsv. 



JU-app^intmtnU. 

Burnap, ParUhville. N. Y. 

D. WilUt, Eatan ViUa^ej^N. Y. 



Y. 

villa, O. 
ad Pleasant 



,IlMl. 



• and Blen- 



Rev. John Smith, Chester township, Peon. 
Rev. N. H. Harding, Milton, N. C. 
" Rev. Benjamin Woodbury, Plain township, Wood 
CO., O. 
«•▼. eton, 111. 

Rev. irove and Tremont, lU. 

in Lands. L. C. 

iin«,N.Y. 

n, N. J. 

and Oarliiile, Ind. 

, Wisconsin Ter. 

i.e. 

:k,0. 

Irownslown k. M Oh., 



Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev, 
Rev. 

Rev. 
Rev. 
Rer. 



le. If. Y. 

,0. 

«ct and litbwti Chs., 
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Rev. Austin Kont. Maueoa and Bravher, N. T. 
lUv. Danial Van Valkenburff. KichfiaJd, N. V. 
Bav. George Sheldon, Franklm Mill«, O. 
Rev. P. Ri&Br, Corydon, Ind. 
Rev. J. li. Hoffman, Jonesboro% Tl. 
Rev. Benjanio Russell, Gaiiisteo, N. Y. 
Rov. Jesne Townsend, Port Gibson, N. Y. 
Rev. A. W. Bushnell, Livingstonviile, N. Y. 
Rev. R. S. Fiuley, Louisiana. 



Rev. Abel Pienon, D. D., Meigs and Bradley eoi., 

Tenji. 

Rev. Moses P. Clark, Pottoo, L. C. 
Rev. J. M. Ellis, Gram Lake, Mieh. 
Rev. E. B. Emerson, Stoney Creek, Mich. 
Rov. A. fl. Welif, Troy, Mich. 
Rev. F. Turkorman, Pleasant Valley West, N. Y. 
Rev. J. G. Wilson, Salem, Ind. 
Rev. G. N. Smith, Plainfield and Otseco, Mich. 
Rev. D. Pratt, Hudson and Bean Creek, Mich. 
Rev. L, H. Van Doren, Farmington, Mo. 



The Treasurer of the fAmerican Home Missionary Society acknowledges the 
receipt of the following sums, from November Ibth to December 15/A, 1836. 



CONNECTICUT— 
Fair Haven, Ch. and Cong., f^ 00 

Greeiisfarms, 28 50 

Greenwich, First Cong'l Soc, 7 50 

New-Canaan, <;nng'l Ch. and Soe., 42 95 

Ne w -Haven, Centre idab. Sch , to conet. Mis* 

r^ *__ r. .. - T %M 30 00 

20 00 
5 78 
12 31 

40 00 



[02 00 
m 62 



100 00 



Montrose, Presb. Ch., coll., 47 50 ; Benjamin 
Sayre, L. M . in part, J5, OS 50 

Philadelphia, Western Presb. Ch., mon. 
con., coll., 5 25 

Wilkesbarre, W. C. Gildersleeve, 5 00 

HOME MISSIONARY, 24 78 



mour.S: P. Sumner, I. ^ „ „ -416,50 

Fota-a Free Cjk., Young Men^s D. M. S., by 

L.Coe, ' * 100 00 

Mereer-st. Ch. E. Wainwrlght, 100: N. Lit- 
tl.'fieM. 25 ; W. Shaw, 20 ; A. Bronson, 20 ; 

W. W Campbell, iO;coU. 150 22; Mon. 

Con.coH.,30 40, , .„ ^S 

Remsen, Heman Ferry, L. M. in full, 15 00 

8<iuth New-Berlin Cong., " ^O 

Unionville, Presb. Ch , coll., ,^. ^ 32 06 

Windham, Young People'* MiM. Boc., oj 
Rev. li. R. Lock wood, 30 00 

NEW-JERSEY— 
Dover, Preeb. Ch , coU., 25 67 

Hardiston, First Presb. Ch., coll., in part, to 
ooosl. Rev. Ezra F. Dayton, L. M., 22 00 

1 00 
, Esq., L. M. 30 00 

h., 30 62: Rev. E, 
is niece. Miss Ann 
in part, 20, 60 €2 

Sm]., by J. Talbot, 10 00 
ill:,laual^ 50 00 

».,coU., 49 14. 

C4.,do. 28 50] 

, Mon. Co«., eon., 25 46 

Sfteond Prefb. Ck.. coll., in part, 70 05 

Barrirf)urgh, Presb. Ch., coll., in pari, 106 00 

BeiHMdale, Pre«b. Ch, noU., 40 M; baac 

JS.F(Wt«r,L.M.,uipafft,U, £5 ^ 



$2637 38 
KNOWLES TAYLOR, Treasurer. 

RuehU of the Western Agency at Osimdo, ,V. F., 
from Jiov. llih to nee llth, 1836. 

Benton, Jonathan Whitaker, 10; William 

Roy, 10 ; others, 20, 40 00 

Branchport, Ladies' Misa. Soc, 25 00 

Bristol, 12 57 

Castieton, 5 00 

Cayuga Bridge, Lorin Willard,2d quarterly 

payment, 25 00 

Geneva, 10 00 

Newark, Wayne Co., Mrs. Sarah Lusk, 5; 

others, 2 75, 7 75 

Rochester, First Presb. Ch.. Mrs. Eliza 
West, 100 ; G. F. Bush, 25 , Jas. 
K. Livingston, Esq., 100, 225 00 

« Brick Ch., Lewis Scelye, 50 00 

Scipio, Second Presb. Ch., 16 31 

Scottsviile, A. Hanfbrd, 5 * N. Hanford, .6 ; 
Mr*. Filer, 5; P. Filer, 2 ; Smith SUonK, 
2; I. Kobinson, 2; Mrs. Haines Hanford, 
10 ; P. M. Naoghtou, 2 ; Miss E. M'Elroy, 
1 ; others, 3 25, 37 25 

Seneca Falls, W. G. King, 10 ; Mrs. McAllis- 
ter, 5; others, 18 16, 33 16 
West Otto, Fem. BeneY. Soc, Mrs. Eunice 
Plumb, Treas., 12 00 

^499 04 



Receipts of the Central Agency at t^eneva^ A*. F., 
from Oct, l&A to Dec, lOfA, 1836. 



10 51 

5 00 

33 81 

M 18 



Boonville, per R. Kimball, 

Bridgewater, 

Camden, •" 

Coofierstown, 

Homer, Sisters' Soc, Mrs. S. Woolworth, 

Treas., • 30 00 
Marshal, E. Paee, 3 00 
Middle GrtnviUe, 15 00 
New -Hartford, • 26 27 
Obwego, Fem. H. M. S., Mrs. D. P. Brew- 
ster, Treas., 22 88; Presb. S. S., per R 

Park, 8 71 ; Presb. Soc, 58 64, 90 g 

Plessis, 10 ej 

Rome, Second Ch., »8 13 

Sprmgfield, » 41 

Theresa, 31 

West GranviUe, 12 00 

•3S8 54 
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AMERICAN PASTOR'S JOURNAIi, 

OR, 

SKETCHES OP REAL CHARACTERS, CONVERSATIONS, AND FACTS, FURNISHED 

CHIEFLY BY CLERGYMEN. 



GLEANINGS FROM THE SEVENTEENTH 
CENTURY. 
Editor of the Pastor's Journal— Sir, In the 
course of some recent investigations relating 
to the progress of religion in the 17 th century, 
I have met witli many anecdotes of deep in- 
terest, from which I have selected a few, 
which I propose to furnish, in their own 
quaint style and orthography, for the readeis 
of the Pastor's Journal, if deemed by you suit- 
able for that publication. Though not ** ori- 
ginal," as your work seems to require, they 
are found only in books so rare us to be vir- 
tually lost to the present generation, from 
whom the knowledge, as well as the spirit, 
of the ancient * Puritans' is so rapidly passing 
away, 

Vours, &c. 



ANECDOTES OF A PURITAN. 
[From Gillies* Historical Gonectiont.] 

Old Mr. Studly wag a lawyer in Kent, 
^f about 400/. a year. Ho was a great 
enemy to the power of religion, and 
a hater of those that were then called 
Puritans. His bon, in his youth, seem- 
ed to follow in the same steps, till the 
Lord, that had separated him from the 
womb, called him home, which was as 
followeth. The young man was at 
London, and being drunk in some com- 
pany, and going in the night towards 
his lodging, fell into a caller, and in 
the fall was seized with horror, and 
thought he fell into hell at that time. 
It pleased God he took little harm by 
the fall, but lay there some hours in a 
drunken drowse, bis body being heat 
«d with what be drank, and his soul 
awakened, he thought he wns actual- 
ly in hell. After that he was come to 



himself, and was got home into Kent, 
he fell into melancholy, betook himself 
to read and study the scriptures, and 
to much prayer ; which at length his 
father perceived; and fearing he would 
turn Puritan, was troubled, and dealt 
roughly with him, made him dress his 
horses, which he humbly and willingly 
submitted to. And when, at that time, 
his father perceived that he sat up 
late at night, reading in his Bible, he 
denied him candle light ; but being al- 
lowed a fi^re in his chamber, he told 
Mr. Knight, he was wout to lie along 
and read by the fire hght ; and said, 
that while he was dressing his father's 
horses in his frocl^, and in that time of 
reading by the fire, he had those com- 
forts from the Lord, and joys, that he 
had scarce experienced sinee. His fa- 
ther seeing these means ineffectual, 
resolved to send him into France, that 
by the airiness of that country his me- 
lancholy temper might be cured. He 
went, and being at his own dispose, by 
the Lord's guiding him, he placed him- 
self in the house of a godly Protestant 
minister ; and between them, after 
they were acquainted, (and such is the 
cognation of saving grace in divers 
subjects, that, a little time will serve 
for Christians to be acquainted) there 
grew great endearment. Great pro- 
gress he made in speaking the lau* 
guage ; ^and his father, expecting an 
account from the gentleman with whoqi 
he sojourned, or his proficiency in 
speaking French, he sent it to him ; 
but soon afler he had orders to return 
home. And the father directing it, or 
he intreating it, the landlord with 
whom he bad sojourned, came into 
England with him, and both were made 
very welcome at his father's house, he 
not knewmg that he was a minister. 
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At last the father took tlie French 
gentleman and his son at prayers to- 
gether, was anffry, paid him what was 
due to him, and seat him away. Then 
his father having an interest in a per- 
son of honour, a great lady at White- 
liall, and his son by his now past edu- 
cation, accomplished for such an em- 
ploy, prevailed with that lady to take 
his son for her gentleman, to wait upon 
her in her coach, lie thought by a 
court life to drive away his melancholy, 
as he called his son's seriousness in re- 
ligion. The lady had many servants, 
some given to swearing and rudeness, 
whom this young gentleman would 
take upon^ him to reprove, with that 
prudence and gravity, that sin fell down 
before him. And if any of the servants 
bad been ill employed, and they had 
heard him coming, they would say, let 
us cease, or be gone, Mr. Studlyis 
coming. After a year's time, his fa- 
ther waits upon the lady, to inquire of 
his son's carriage. She answered as 
it was, that she was glad that she had 
seen his son's face, he. had wrought a 
mighty reformation in her family. She, 
that had formerly been troubled with 
unruly servants, by his prudent car- 
riage was now as quiet in her house 
as if she had lived in a private family 
in the country. After this the father 
stormed, what, will he make puritans 
in White-Hall? told the lady that was 
no place for him, he would take him 
with him, which to her trouble he did. 
When he had him at home in Kent, as 
his last refuge, he thought of marrying 
him : and to that end found out a match 
which he thought fit for his ends, to sti- 
fle that work of religion in his son. He 
bad him one night put on his clothes in 
the morning, and ordered his servant 
to make ready their horses in the morn- 
ing, and himself to wait upon them. 
When they were riding oa the way, he 
^bade the man ride before, and spake to 
*his son to this purpose : " Son, you 
have been matter of great grief to me, 
and having used much means to reclaim 
you from this way you are in, to no 
purpose, I have one more remedy to 
apply, in which if you comply with me 
I shall settle my estate on you, else 
you shall never enjoy a sproat of it ; I 
am riding to such a gentfenian's house, 
to whose daughter I intend to marry I; 



you." "^The son said little, knowing 
that family to be prophane ; but went 
with his father, who before had made 
way there. They were entertained 
nobly, he had a sight of the young lady, 
a ffreat beauty, and the young man 
fell much in love with her. When they 
had taken their leaves, on bis way, his 
father asked him '* What he thought 
of her.'*" He answered, "No man 
living, but must be taken with such an 
one ; he feared she would not like him.*^ 
The father was glad it had taken, bid 
him take no care for that. The wooing 
was not long: at three weeks end they 
both came to London to buy things 
for the wedding. The father had char- 
ged, that the time of wooing in that 
gentleman's house, there should be no 
swearing nor debauchery, lest h\» «on 
should be discouraged. Wedding 
clothes were bought, and the day 
come, the young couple were married. 
At the wedding dinner, at her father's 
house, the mask was taken off; they 
fell to drinking healths, and swearing 
among their cups ; and^ amongst others, 
the bride swore an oath. At which 
the bridegroom, as a man amazed, took 
occasion to rise from the table, stepped 
forth and went to the stable, took an 
horse, none observing, all were busy 
within ; he mounted, and rode away, 
not knowing what to do. He bewail- 
ed himself as he rode along, as undone, 
and deservedly ; for that he had been 
so taken in love, and the business so 
hurried on in design ; he said he had 
at that time restrained prayer, and 
slackened his communion with God, 
when, as in that grand affair of his 
life, he should have been doubly and 
trebly serious; and so might thank 
himself, that he was utterly undone. 
He sometimes thought of riding quite 
away. At last, being among the woodsi 
he led his horse into a solitary place, 
tied him to a tree, in his distress, and 
betook himself to his prayers and tears, 
in which he spent the afternoon. The 
providence of God had altered his ar- 
gument of prayer ; which was now for 
the conversion of of his new married 
wife, or lie was undone. This he 
pressed with prayers and tears a great 
part of the afternoon, and did not rise 
from prayer without good hope of be*- 
iqg heard. At the bride house wai 
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hurry enough; horse and man (after 
they missed the bridegroom) sent 
every way. No news of him. He 
was wrestling as Jacob once , at Pe- 
nieL In the evening be return- 
ed home, and inquiring where his 
bride was, went up to her, and found 
her in her chamber pensive enough ; 
she asked him, ** If he had done well 
to expose her to scorn and derision all 
the day ?" He entreated her to sit 
down upon a couch there by him, and 
he would give her an account of his 
doinfir what he had then done, and tell 
her the story of his whole life, and what 
the Lord through grace had done for 
him. He went over the 'stoiy here 
above-mentioned, with many beautiful 
particulars, (no question here omitted,) 
not without great affection and tears, 
the flood-gate of which had been open- 
ed in the wood. And ever and anon, 
in th<^ discourse would say, through 
grace God did so and so for me. When 
he had told her his story over (and 
by the way, this was the apostle Paul's 
method by which many were convert- 
ed, to tell over the story of his conver- 
sion,) she asked him what he meant by 
that word, so often used in the relation 
of his life, ** through grace,'* so igno- 
rantly had sho been educated; and 
asked him if he thought there were no 
grace in God for her, who was so 
wretched a stranger to God ? Yes, my 
dear, saith he, there is g^race for thee, 
and that I have been pray mg for this day 
in the wood ; and God hath heard my 
prayer, and seen mv tears, and let us 
now go together to him about it. Then 
did they kneel down by the couch-side» 
and he prayed, and such weeping and 
supplication there was on both sides, 
that when they were called down to 
Slipper, they had hardly eyes to see 
with, so swelled were they with weep- 
ing. At supper, the bride s father (ac- 
cording to his custom) swore. The 
bride immediately said : Father, I be 
seech you swear not. At which the 
bridegroom's father, in a great rage, 
rose from table ; what (says he) is 
the devil in him ! has he made his 
wifo a Puritan already.^ and swore 
bitterly, that he would rather set fire 
(with his own hands) to the four cor- 
ners of his fair-built house, than ever 
he should enjoy it. And accordingly 
he acted, mode his will, gave his son 



(when he should die) ten pounds, to 
cut off his claim ; and gave the estate 
to some others, of whom Dr. Reevei^ 
was one : and not long after died. 
Dr. Reeves sent for the gentleman, 
paid him his ten pounds, told him he 
had been a rebellious son, and dis- 
obliged his father, and might thank 
himself^ He received the ten pounds,, 
and meekly departed. 

His wife (the match was so huddled 
up) had no portion promised, at least 
that he knew of, who relied on his fa- 
ther, so that she was also deserted by 
her friends : and having two hundred 
pounds in her own hand, that had beex» 
given her by a ^rand-mother, with, 
that he took an« stocked a farm in 
Sussex, where Mr. Knight had often) 
been, and seen her who had been high- 
ly bred, in her red waist- coat, and. 
milking her cows; and was now be- 
come the great comforter and encou- 
raffef of her husband, exceeding chear- 
fufiy. God, saith she« hath had mercy 
on me, and any pains-taking is plea- 
sant to me* There they lived some- 
years with much comfort, ^nd had by the- 
blessing of marriage, divers childreik. 
Afler some three years he was met m 
Kent, on the road, by one of the te- 
nants of the estate, and saluted by the 
name of landlord ; alas, said he^ I am 
none of your landlord : yes, you are, 
said he ; I know more than you do 
of the settlement ; your father, tho' 
a cunning lawyer, with all his wit,. 
could not alienate the estate from you, 
whom he had made joint purchaser. 
Myself, and some other tenants know 
it, and have refused to pay any money 
to Dr» Reeves ; I have sixteen pounds 
ready for you in my hands, which I 
will pay to your acquittance* and that 
will serve to wage law with them. He- 
was amazed at this wonderful provi- 
dence, received the money, sued for 
his estate, and in a term or two reco- 
vered it. ^ He that loseth his life* 
for my sake and the Gospel's shall 
find it." 



JOHN WELCH AND THE TRIAR. 

Mr. Welch was a Scotch minister,, 
at Air, who, with several of his bre- 
thren^ was imprisoned by King James 
VI., because they would not comply 
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with his measures in ecclesiastical af- 
fairs. Afterwards, Mr: Welch left 
Scotland, November, 1606, and went 
over into France, where, in a little 
time, by the Lord's blessing on his dili- 

fence, he was able to preach in the 
'rench language, and was speedily 
called to the ministry, first in one vil- 
lage, then in another; and afterwards 
was settled in St. Jean d'Angely, 
where he continued the rest of the 
time he sojourned in France, which 
was about sixteen years. There were 
many times persons of great quality in 
his auditory, before whom he was just 
as bold as ever he had been in a Scots 
village. While Mr. Welch was min 
ister in one of these French vil- 
lages, upon an evenmg, a certain 
Popish friar travelling through the 
country, because he could not find 
lodging in the whole village, addressed 
himself to Mr. Welch his house f»r one 
uight. The servants acquainted their 
master, and he was content to receive 
this guest. The family had supped 
before he came, and so the servants 
conveyed the friar to his chamber, and 
after they had made his suppier, they 
left him to his rest. There was but a 
timber partition betwixt him and Mr. 
Welch : after the friar had slept his 
first sleep, he was surprised at the 
hearing of a silent, but constant whis- 
pering noise, at which he wondered 
very much, and was not a little troubled 
with it. The next morning he walked 
in the fields, where he chanced to meet 
a countryman, who, saluting him be- 
cause of his habit, asked him where 
be had lodged that night ? The friar 
answered he had lodged with the Hu- 
guenot minister. Then the country- 
man asked him, what entertainment 
he had ? The friar answered, very bad 
for, (said he,) I always held there were 
devils haunting these ministers' houses, 
and I am persuaded there was one 
with me this night ; for I heard a con- 
tinual whisper u\ the night over, which, 
1 believe, was no other thing, than the 



minister and th6 d6vil coiiverslng to- 
gether. The countryman told him he 
was much mistaken, and that it wa^ 
nothing else than the minister at his 
night-prayers. O ! said the friar, does 
the minister pray any ? Yes, more . 
than any man in France, (answered 
the countryman,) and if you please to 
stay another night with him, you may 
be satisfied. The friar got him home 
to Mr. Welch's house, and pretending 
indisposition,entroated anotner night's 
lodging, which wos granted him. Be- 
fore dinner, Mr, Welch came from his 
chamber, and made his family exercise, 
according to his custom ; first he sung 
a psalm, then read a portion of scrip- 
ture, and discoursed upon it, thereaf- 
ter he prayed with great fervour (as 
his custom was:) to all which the fri- 
ar was an astonished witness. After 
the exercise, they Went to dinner, 
where the friar was very civilly enter- 
tained; Mr. Welch forbearing all 
question and dispute for that time. 
When the evening came, Mr. Welch 
made bis exercise as he had done in 
the mornng, which occasioned yet more 
wondering in the friar, and after sup- 
per to bed they all went ; but the friar 
wanted much to know what the night 
whisper was, and in that he was soon 
satisfied, for after Mr. Welch's first 
sleep, the noise began, and then the 
friar resolved to be sure what it was, so 
he crept silently to Mr. Welch's cham- 
ber door, and there he heard not only 
the sound, but the words exactly, and 
communications betwixt God and man, 
such as he knew not had been in the 
world. Upon this, the next morning, 
as soon as Mr. Welch was ready, the 
friar went to him, and told him that he 
had been in ignorance, and lived in 
darkness all his time ; but now he 
was resolved to adventure his soul 
with Mr. Welch, and thereupon de- 
clared himself Protestant. Mr. Welch 
welcomed him, and encouraged him, 
and he continued a Protestant to hi» 
dying day. 
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Go, Preach the Gospel Mark xvi. 15. 

How shall they preach except ihey be Bent?.. .jRmn. x, 16* 



T«l. IX. 



FEBBVAKY 1. 1837. 



No. lO. 



AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

CANADA. 

As we promised in our last number, we now lay before our readers extracts 
from the deeply interesting report and journal of the Rev. H. B. Cbapin, of 
Westhamptou, Mass., who has performed three months missionary service in 
Lower Canada the last season ; — tl)e expenso of his mission bem^ assumed, and 
his pulpit supplied during his absence, by the churches of the Association to which 
he belongs. The same Association, it will be recollected, delegated two of their 
number, Rev. Messrs. Clapp, of Enfield, and White, of Southampton, to perform 
a similar service two years since. The labours of these brethren have been 
greatly blessed, in advancing the cause of Christ in CauadH. A deep sym- 
pathy for the destitute and the perishing in those provinces has been awakened 
in the churches around them, and liberal contributions have they forwarded to 
the treasury of the A. H. M. S., for the purpose of sustaining permanent labour- 
ers in the field, which has occasionally been blessed by one and another of their 
beloved Pastors. The Lord give unto the members of the Hampshire Associa- 
tion the locompense of those who turn many to righteousness, and the Lori in- 
cline many other Associations to go and do likewise ! 



THE field of missionary SERVICE. 

« 

My missionary field is Granby and 
Shefibrd, making a circuit, including ihe 
back settlements, of thirty miles. 

Granby is bounded on the West by the 
seigniory of St, Hyacinthe, or the French 
country; — a land that interests the tra- 
veller with its whitewashed hamlets, ex. 
tensive meadows, and fields of wheat ; 
where nature reveals her. beauty amid 
scenes of moral darkness and death. 
The high cross by the way side, with its 
mock implements of crucifixion, is a 
standing memorial that here the beast 
has dominion. 

St. P^i has a Catholic population of two 
thousand souls. A cloud of darkness rests 
upon this people. Here apparently fall 
the last rays of Gospel light. All beyond 
is a land of darkness, deep and perpetual. 



No revival has ever blest the people bo* 
tween me and the St. Lawrence, or, to any 
f reat extent, the most fa ourod portion of 
the country from Stanttead to Montreal. 

There is no minister of our order in the 
confidence of ihe people, if I am correctly 
informed, on this great business road, for 
the distance of one hundred miles. 

A recent account states, that not ono 
parent in thirty amongst the French Ca- 
nadians, can either read or write. 

A great mass of mind lies in sint sor* 
did, degraded, and untaught. 



Granby is a small pleafsant villaare with 
one thousand two hundred inhabitants ; 
has good water-power for mills and ma:*u- 
factories — is on the stajfe road, fifty milet 
from Montreal, and the same distanoe 
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from Staattead. The town is clipped a 
littlo on the West by the seigniory of St. 
Hyacinthe, and is ten miles square. At 
the North is a dark forest of thirty miles 
extent, unbroken but by here and there a 
clearing and a hut, and is the range of 
more deer and moose, than men. 

DIVERSITY OF HBARERS. 

I bare had hearers of different nations 
and dialects — English, Scotch, French 
and American. Sects — Episcopalians, 
Methodists, Independents, Cntholics, 
Presbyterians,''Universalisls, New Lights, 
and Congregailonalists, Nothingarians, 
and Anythingarians. 

Among these, subject to sectarian and 
national jealousies, your missionary conies 
once in two weeks for his turn at the 
school-house desk, as there is not a sane 
taary belonging to the people of our faith, 
or a church-going 'bell within fifty miles. 
Any body, no body, and every body can 
preach that happens along. He that 
makes the first appointment holds the 
house. Hearers flock in without know, 
ing to what denomination the preacher 
belongs. The consequence is, religions 
opinions are floating and unfixed. The 
Sabbath is desecrated by many. Revivals 
of religion are often publicly denounced. 
My heart fainted within me, when I was 
put down at Granby, and understood the 
state of the church and society. 

STATE OF THE CHURCH. 

The church had enjoyed no communion 
forupwards of three years. The congre- 
gational interests were at the lowest point. 
To a pastor coming from New-England, 
every thing of a religious character ap. 
pearedto be dead or dying. 

My impressions and views in the second 
or third week,as then recorded, were asfol- 
lows: — The field assigned me not only 
lays a heavy tax upon my physical powers, 
but presents many considerations of deep 
and lasting interest to the church of 
Christ and salvation of souls in this ro* 
gion. To a missionary who looks not be. 
yond things visible, there is much to dis. 
hearten him. The diversity of national 
character, of religious education and sen- 
timents, the diflbrence of childhood-im. 
pressions and associations, influencing the 
young and old, render it a drilling process 
to reach the heart and reform the man. 

At Granby the church is completely 
down; a dense fog and darkness cover it ; 
tbe lights, which have not ceased wholly 
to shine, are greatly obscured. There are 



a precious few, I believe, whose eyes weep, 
and whose hearts bleed over these desola. 
tions of Zion. 

Strange things have been done here as 
to admission of members, and the church, 
strictly speaking, know not who are or 
should be her members. 

I thought if God would but make me 
instrumental in reclaiming this prostrate 
church, healing any of its unhappy divi- 
sions, and of placing it upon principles 
which should make it more distinct and 
separate from the world, and bid them 
farewell around the table of tlic. Lord, I 
would say I had finished my work, and de- 
part in peace. 

This, after much anxiety, and the re- 
sults of two ecclesiastical councils, I have, 
to a good degree, by the aid of infinite 
wisdom, been permitted to accomplish. 

IXTERESTINQ COMMUNION. 

Sahhathj August 28. — In the presence 
of a full house, the church renewed her 
confession of faith and covenant. This 
was like the day of her espousals — a so- 
lemn transaction, and deeply felt. Then 
camo the holy supper, the communion of 
saints — the first the church had enjoyed 
for more ^han three years. Praying mo. 
there walked six miles through the 
woods, to gladden their hearts and eyes 
with the sight. 

And we were glad. We prayed — wo 
sung — wo wept — we blessed God that he 
had opened a fresh spring in the desert for 
his thirsty people, and given them a littlo 
reviving in ihcir bondage. There was ono 
admission to the church, and one baptism. 

GOSPEL ORDINANCES APPRECIATED. 

Said a pious Scotchman, as with his wife 
he was walking back to his distant hut — 
"Sixteen years have I been on the conti- 
nent of America, but I have enjoyed no 
day like tliis day." 

I afterwards rode eighteen miles to pass 
the night with this very interesting fami- 
ly, where I found the custom and exam, 
pie of what is so beautifully described in 
the "Cotter's Saturday Night.** It was a • 
scene that transferred me to the land of 
his fathers ; and the tears which were shed 
by parents and children, as we unitedly 
looked up to God for his ble«»ing, had, I 
trust, a more durable record than mine. 

The evening I came to his humble 
dwelling, which, with the exception of 
benches, contained but one old chair for 
a seat, he said, with a good deal of emo- 
tion, as he presented me his toil-worn 
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Imih], ** I could onee, sir, have taken joa 
into &a good a room, and shown you as 
rich furniture as you find in this country, 
but it is all gone.*' Said his weeping wife, 
" / fisMr thought God was good, until I 
was poor,*' 

** Were you not weary, madam, when 
you came home from the communion at 
the village ?•* •» O ! yes, sir ; I was so tired 
I could hardly stand, but it was the hap- 
piest day I have seen in America." 



Shefford lies twelve miles East of 
Granby, and is twelve miles square. Po- 
pulation 1500 or upwards, mostly Ameri- 
cans, with a great variety of religious 
opinions. 

My places of preaching, on the Sabbath, 
are at Waterloo village and Four Corners. 

There is a Sabbatli school at Four Cor- 
ners, and a well selected library. Water- 
loo has unfailing water-power for manu- 
facturing purposes, an enterprising class 
of inhabitants, and nothing is wanting 
but a sanctuary, and a devoted, settled 
pastor, to produce the happiest results. 

A road nearly completed by the British 
American Land Company, is soon to be 
opened from Sherbrook on the St. Fran- 
ces, intersecting the Montreal road a few 
miles West of Waterloo. A line of stages 
will be immediately put on this route ; 
the travel to Montreal much increased ; 
public houses erected ; and if these feeble 
churches at Granby and Shefibrd be not 
soon supplied with a stated and influen- 
tial ministry, your assistance may come 
too late. 

Neglected a year, and two years hard 
missionary labour may not make their 
prospects as encouraging as at present ; 
yea, thby may be wholly broken up and 
dispersed. 

STATE or THE ORUllCa AT WATERLOO. 

I cannot state the circumstances of the 
church at Waterloo moro accurately, than 
I noted them in June and July . 

June 23. — Preached at 5 o'clock — more 
present than I anticipated — distributed 
some hundred pages of tracts — cheerfully 
received. A Universalisl preacher pre- 
sent, who took notes of my sermon — 
preaches here occasionally — some fami- 
lies disposed to favour his system — more 
who wish it true. Some months more, 
and tiiis interesting village might havo 
been lost to' evangelical truth. A few 
begin to see end feel their need of divine [ 



help—have prevailed on three pions fami- 
lies to meet on each Friday evening for 
prayer. 

July 18.— Waterloo begins to rise in 
self respect. The brethren not ashamed 
as they have been. The meetings assume 
an interesting and promising appearance. 
Some little prayer.meetings that were 
dead begin to breathe again. The sound 
of salvation brings out parents and child- 
ren along the footpaths, from the log-huts, 
for six or eight miles around. The church 
feel, that if they could bo blessed with n 
judicious, devoted, and stated ministry, 
considerable now might be done for its 
support. 

This eager desire of the people should 
be met, before they sink back to their 
former state of discouragement, and be 
compelled to say, as some have already 
said, that they must sell and remove, er 
be contented to live without the ordinan. 
cesof the Gospel, and without the expec- 
tation that thsir dear children will ever be 
gatliered into the kingdom of Christ. 

I have seen more tears occasioned by 
the preached word, a few weeks past, 
than I have witnessed in my own sano- 
tuary for two years. 

Nor have I the least doubt, but that the 
Spirit of God is moving upon the minds 
of some; but whether their pride will sup- 
press their seriousness, and they effectu- 
ally conceal the conflict, or with broken 
hearts bow to the sceptre of love, is pro- 
bably what I shall never know in this 
life. 

Amid such appearances, this little strug- 
gling church cannot bear the thought of 
my leaving them, and of being forsaken, 
to sink into their former deplorable state 
of stupidity and sin. They have been so 
often raised by hope, and darkened by dis- 
appointment, that all their bones have 
been broken and out of joint. And when 
I have spoken of leaving them, they have 
answered with tears and a choked utter- 
ance, saying, ** It is of no use to 1r)f any 
longer; we shall neverjiave a minister ^ and 
we are to be left to weep and die unpitied 
and uncaredfor." 

Think not this feeling is for the man. 
They do love the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
and pray and long for the bread and water 
of life. You cannot suppose, then, that I 
can go from this field, and turn away 
from such hearers, without some fearful 
forebodings of what shall be hereafter- 
Nor are these the only places which claim 
the sympathies and prayers-of a mission- 
ary. 
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AFFECTING DESOLATIONS. 



There is a wide region of desolation 
around me. Townships and villages with 
seven hundred and fifleen hundred inhabi- 
tants, and ho minister ; and hundreds of 
souls do not hear so much as one sermon 
a year. And in some of thase neighbour- 
hoods, shut in by the wilderness, and even 
in some towns, we may safely presume, a 
Caospel sermon has never been preached. 

I could drop my pen, and weep and 
pray over these desolations. And the 
only encouragement which I feel, as I 
turn my last look upon these dark and 
distant forests, is, that the eye which 
sees all, wept over apostate man before 
yours or mine were opened. 

SACRAMENTAL SEASON AT WATERLOO. 

Sahbathy Sept. 5. — The Lord appears 
in mercy to build up this afflicted church. 
Surely he has answered the prayers of 
his weeping saints. 

When hope was expiring, God said, I 
will keep thee. In the morning preached 
from Math. vi. 10. And again the friends 
of Zion wept. After a short recess, the 
little baud of brethren and sisters stood 
in a body before the desk, to renew the 
confession of their faith and covenant, and 
to receive an additional number to their 
fellowship. One person on prolession, 
and seven others who had presented let- 
ters, and been examined, now entered into 
covenant; when one third of their pro- 
sent number were, by vote, upitcd with 
them, to share their trials and triumphs. 
The evident presence of God, the solem- 
nity of th« hour, the kneeling candidate 
to receive the baptismal seal, the action 
of lengthening the cords and strengthen, 
ing the stakes of this church in the wil. 
derness, made this one of the brightest 
scenes of my earthly pilgrimage, and in 
a still small voice whispered to us all, Ged 
hath not forgotten to be gracious. 

For the first time within nearly four 
years, the cliurch came around the tablo 
of the holy communion. With an over- 
flowing heart and eye, she took the cup of 
«alvatio«^ an^ ealled on the name of the 
Lord. 

The new members are all heads of fa- 
milios, all members of the temperance 
society, are sound in the faith, an^ would 
be a ligbi and honour io any church. 

fARTINO SCENES^ 

The last public interview of your ims. 
«iontry was with heavenly many of whom* 



by their tears and speechless grief seemed 
to say, if they could have the Gospel of 
their youth no more, life was no blessing, 
and they could not say, farewell. 

In the evening we had a precious part- 
ing prayer.meeting in the village. I in- 
duced the brethren to pledge themselves 
individually, that they would be faithful 
to prayer, and not eease to call on God, 
until he should send them a minister; and 
that when there was no Evangelical 
preaching, they would meet, read a ser- 
mon, and have a regular course of wor- 
ship. 

On the morning of my departure, as I 
gave a farewell tract to a young lady, I 
incidently asked her, if she had any hope 
of salvation. She was sq much affected 
she could not speak, but fell into a chair 
and sobbed like a child. When composed, 
I found on inquiry, she hoped God had 
mercy on her soul, at our last meeting in 
the school.houso. 

MELANCHOLY IGNORANCE. 

On my return, came up with two little 
girls ; gave the eldest, perhaps ten years 
old or more, a tract; asked her, "can you 
read?'' **Some." "Do you attend 
Sabbath school ?" '' No." " Do you go 
to meeting?" ** No, too far off." " Well, 
my dear, do you know who made^ you ?" 
•» No, sir." "Were you never told?" 
" I've forgot." •• What! not know who 
made you, and made the world, and made 
all you see ?" " No, sir." " If I tell you, 
will you remember?" "Yes, sir." '* God 
made you.^^ " Do you play on the Sab- 
bath ?" " Don*t know." " Do y«>u know 
what the Sabbath is ?•' ''No^sirJ* "Don't 
you know when the Sabbath comes." 
"JVb, sir." " Will you promise to tell 
your little sister whit I have told you ?" 
" Yes, sir." " Good bye, children, and 
never forget who made you." She was 
an interesting child, kept a flashing, in- 
telligent eye upon me, and looked as if I 
were telling he^ some wonderful news. 



APPEAL. 

God, I verily believe, has set his seal to 
this mission, and will abundantly reward 
those who have sustained it, for what they 
have done to relieve and bless the poor 
and the destitute. And now, as I leave 
this field of my labours, I would affection- 
ately appeal to the churches and to min* 
isters, some of whom are making here 
and there a New-England village like a 
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city of the Levites, if in view of th eout. 
stretched and empty hands, wa ntsand 
tears of this bereaved people, theycan- 
not be helped to a minister of their faith. 
They will love any good, spiritaal, prudent 
and devoted man. And if he wants to 
win hearts, and consecrate them and him. 
«elf to Christ, and spend a life of self.de. 
nial for his Master, he can do it here. 

Mnst mothers here weep, like Rachel, 
and not be comforted, or like Hagar in 
the desert, because their soul cannot bear 
to see the death of their dear children ? 
I return, with the firm conviction, that 
nothing less than an intelligent, devoted 
and settled ministry, will meet the wants 
of this rising country, or prove a perma. 
iient blessing. And if a man cannot 
make up his mind to encounter the diffi. 
culties of the country, endure its priva. 



tions and hardships, and live and die ** un. 
honoured and unsung," for Christ»8 sake 
and the poor of his flock, he may indeed 
turn his heart to places where higher 
earthly distinctions await him, but to few, 
I believe, where, if faithful, he would re- 
ceive a higher reward in the kingdom of 
heaven. 

The following note, appended to the repor 
is dated Weslhampton, December 5, 1836. 

I have recently had a call from the dcs- 
titute churches of Granby andShefford — 
haye laid the subject before my congrega. 
tion — and referred the question of my dis- 
mission to a mutual council. And though 
I am pleasantly situated, have a kind, in- 
telligent and united people, and a salary 
sufficient, yet if it be the will of God, / 
and mine are ready to go. 



CORRESPONDENCE OF THE A. H. M. S. 



WISCONSIN TERRITORY. 

From Rev. Cyrus Nichols^ Racine, Wis- 
fonsin Territory, 

We had a very pleasant journey, and ar- 
rived here- on the 25th of August. I had 
expected to find the country, on this side 
of Chicago, chiefly uninhabited ; but in 
this Iwas disappointed. It is thinly set- 
tled all the way to Racine, a distance of 
about sixty -three miles, and indeed far be. 
jond. There is not a pleasant site for a 
farm on tbe route that is not occupied, 
and for a considerable part of the distance 
the road is fenced, and there are many 
large farms fast coming under cultivation. 

Less than two years ago, an Indian 
trail was almost the only road on this 
route. Now, the settlements on Pike and 
Root rivers are very considerable, and the 
£r8t settlers, together with many new 
emigrants, are rushing out to Fox and 
Rock rivers. Indeed the country is fast 
filling up more than forty miles back into 
the interior. I believe this is a very heal, 
thy country; and it is certainly fertile, 
and the most beautiful I have ever seen. 
Prairie and timber are interspersed, much 
as in Illinois. People have been rushing 
int<» this country for the last eighteen 
months, without cessation, and the proba. 
bility is, that the crowd will continue to 
increasa. ' As aoon aa the land cornea into 



market, I have no doubt it will be nearly 
all taken up by actual settlers, for many 
miles, provided they can get it at ** Con- 
gress price,^* 

The inhabitants are generally from 
New-York and New.Rngland. A few of 
them appear to be friends of the Redeem, 
er, and a great many are enemies of the 
cross. There are a number of Methodist 
preachers in this region. One Mormon 
preacher, who professes to speak in an 
unknown tongue. There is no other man 
of any denomination wiio preaches, to 
my knowledge, nearer than Chicago, and 
I believe the Presbjterian church at that 
place is destitute at present. 

I understand that Mr. Barber, the Pres- 
byterian minister at Mil\Vaukee, twenty, 
five miles from us, does not preach at pre. 
sent. Thus you perceive the field for ef- 
fort is wide, and demands many labourers. 
Instead of one Presbyterian minister in 
this region, there should be ten at least. 

At Racine, recently made the county 
seat of this new county, I commenced my 
labours on the first Sabbath of September. 
Here are some ten or twelve Congrega- 
tional and Presbyterian professors of re- 
ligion, whom I hope to unite in a church 
before long. The congregations here are 
small, say from thirty to fifty hearers. 
There are many opposers of religion in 
and about this infant town, as may be seen 
by their riding, hunting, shooting, and ai. 
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tendingr to their ordinary business on the 
Sabbath ; yet I am assured ihey are im- 
proving in these respects. 

Mount Pleasant is a small settlement 
in a grove about seven miles from Racine, 
nearly West. It has long been an Indian 
trading post, and a considerable number 
of the red men still reside there. 



MISSOURI. 

From Rev. G. C, Wood, Salem Orove, 
Marion co.. Mo, 
When I made my last report, I had just 
returned home from the camp-meeting ut 
Hannibal, where we had enjoyed a pre- 
cious season of refreshing. I soon after 
went to Pleasant Hill church, Monroe 
county, where I had appointed a sacra- 
mental meeting. The weather was ex- 
ceedingly unpleasant; it rained hard, and 
the prospect wus very discouraging. I 
had my family with me ; and as we rode 
through a drenching rain all day, wo tried 
to feel that it was all for the best ; that the 
Lord was trying our faith. On Saturday 
morning we got to the place of meeting, 
and found a large congregation assembled. 
I preached, and saw and felt that God 
was there. After sermon, five persons 
came forward to be examined for admis- 
sion to tiie church, and were received. 
Most of these were heads of families. I 
preached again in theeveningto a solemn 
congregation. The next day was the 
Sabbath, and it was a time of the out-pour- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. After the sacra- 
ment was administered, a number came 
forward and asked Christians to pray for 
them. On Monday, wo had another inte- 
resting day, and received six more into the 
church. 

LABOURERS WANTED. 

I have seen no appointments in the 
Home Missionary of lato for Missouri. 
Why is it that our brethren are afraid to 
come here? I am sure they would find 
work enough to be done. The destitu- 
44ons are great — the field white, and iUe 
.precious harvest ripe, and unless reaped 
toon will be lost. Many single counties 
in New- York have more ministers in them 
,than the whole state of Missouri. We 
, will still pray the great Lord of the har- 
vest. 



^rom Rev. J. F. Cowan, Poiosu Wash, 
inglon CO., Mo. 

SEASON OF REFRESHING. 

On the 22d of Septembe^ I left home 
'^ith my family, to assist Br. Donnell in 
,iiis Camp-Meeting. The meeting com. 



menoed that evening at early candlelight, 
under his capacious and very convenient 
shed, and continued until the second 
Monday following. 

The result of this season of religious pri- 
vilege, was the refreshing of God's dear 
people — tlie healing of some serious diffi- 
culties in the church, and the hopeful 
co7iversion of about seventy fotiU. A nam- 
ber of the individuals thus brought into 
the fold of the Saviour are heads of fami- 
lies, and amongst the most respectable of 
that very intelligent and respectable com. 
munity. 



From Rev, Nahum Oould, Union Orov^, 
Putnam co., III. 

Soon after I last wrote to you, I took 
a journey westward. Visited brother 
Hazard on Rock River. He has a delight- 
ful situation, occupying an important 
field. Thence I went to the outlet of 
Meredosia Swamp on the Mississippi; 
and thence to the Rock Island rapids on 
the West side of the river, where I spent a 
Sabbath. 

From this place, I went West on to the 
Sedar River, the North fork of the Iowa, 
passed along the Jowa to its mouth, and 
also along the Mississippi again to Rock 
Island. 

The settlement up and down the river 
for 80 mil6s which I travelled, has become 
very considerable. The land is not yet 
surveyed, but mostly claimed and settled, 
within 18 months. Among the settlers 
there are but few professors of religion. 
I found some Baptists, some Methodists, 
some Presbyterians, some Catholics. But 
it was told me, that " the Lord had not 
crossed the Mississippi." I found no 
church of any order, no stated preacher 
of the Gospel. I believe a minister of 
our order would be well received there ; 
and surely if there were but one, he would 
find work enough. Ho should be furnish, 
ed with Bibles. Many hundreds of fami- 
lies have come in hither, and are making 
preparations for winter ; some with no. 
thing but their wagons to lodge in ; others 
have tents. Many of these expected to 
remain for the month of October, with- 
out a house or any other shelter. The 
men were employed in cutting hay for 
their cattle. We usually had to lodge in 
our wagon ; two nights we slept in tents. 
One dark and rainy night, we were ob. 
liged to make a camp such as we could ; 
for our clothes in the wagon were wcl, 
ftod it was cold. Difficulty in finding 
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habitatiofis would not be so great, were 
it not for streams to hedge up one's way, 
which are sometimes fearful in crossing. 

TUH INDIAN CUISr AND THK WHISKET BOT- 
TLES. 

I spent a Sabbath at Rock Island. 
Here is the fort now abandoned, the tra. 
der^s house and store, and the Indian 
agent's house. It was a time of treaty 
with the Fox and Sioux Indians ; about 
1,000 were present. I preached to a small 
congregation of whites. The agent, Gon. 
Street, attended, he is a pious, good man, 
a Cumberland Presbyterian. I would have 
preached to the Indians in theaflernonn, 
had they been better informed respecting 
professing Christians and Christian minis- 
ters. The interpreter kindly offered me 
bis services, but the chiefs said, they 
** would hear no Christian services." 
About the time I would have preached to 
them, a steam-boat called in front of the 
trader's house, where a large number of 
the principal Indians, chiefs and warriors, 
were assembled. A gentleman came from 
ihe cabin with two bottles of whiskey, 
and as he stood upon the boat, where he 
could reach the shore, already crowded by 
the natives, offered tJiemto Black Hawk; 
bat he turned his eyes another way, giv. 
ing no heed to the stranger. "While the 
gentleman was calling on the venerable 
old Indian to take the bottles, the boat 
began to move off: determined, however, 
to leave the bottles, he reached out and 
set them upon a cragged rock : but ere he 
was six feet from shore, a young chief, 
with great dignity, stepped up, took the 
bottles, placing one under the lefl arm, 
and grasping the other by the neck ; then 
casting his eye upon Black Hawk, then 
again on his compani jus, dashed it upon 
the rock, with such power as seemed to 
mingle the bottle itsel' with the whiskey. 
He then took the other, which shared the 
same fate. A smile passed over the coun. 
tenance of the old warrior, and the scene 
closed. It was a melancholy reflection, 
that this people might have heard the 
Gospel to-day, were it not for the opinion 
they have of our religion from such men 
as they have to deal with. 

From ihe Rev, A. P. Brown, Jereeyville, 
Green co,, III, 

Two years and six months ago, I first 
Tisited this place. Then, but a small 
portion of the land had been purchased, 
very little was enclosed or cultivated, and 
but a few peoplt were to be found near 



this place. Now, all the land is purcha- 
sed, a good portion is in cultivation, 
many buildings have been erected, busi- 
ness has increased ten-fold, population 
and the value of real estate nearly in the 
same proportion ; and the price of labour, 
building materials, and most kinds of pro- 
vision, has risen one hundred per cent. 

We are in a whirl of business and 
worldly enterprise, and amid the hurry 
and confusion, religion seems to be push- 
ed aside. The worldly prospects of this 
place are flattering : and how immensely 
important is it, that Gospel institutions 
should be planted und sustained. 



PENNSYLVANIA. 

From Rev. J, M, Bear, Marple^ Pa, 

INTERESTING REVIVAL. 

We are not without indications of the 
gracious presence of God's Spirit. In 
November we held a protracted meeting 
that seemed much blessed. In the judg. 
ment of charity, it has been the means of 
awakening seventeen persons who give 
evidence of piety. There are three or 
four more whose cases are doubtful yet, 
for whom I entertain some hope. Old 
professors are greatly wakened up, and 
the work of the Lord still seems to be 
going forward. Our meetings are solemn 
and impressive, as much so as any that I 
ever attended. The work thus far has not 
been characterized by undue excitement, 
but a deep toned, solemn feeling has gene, 
rally prevailed. It seems emphatically to 
be the work of the Spirit on the heart, 
through the understanding. We have 
had some very interesting cases. Some 
two or three aged men who appeared hard- 
ened and hopelesssubjects previously, have 
been brought to feel their sins, and ulti- 
mately, as I hope, to trust in Christ. 



Fromthe Rev. John A. Murray, Genevai, 
Secretary of the Western Agency of th^ 
A. H. Jtf. S.for the State of New.York, 

CLAIMS OF THE EASTERN AND MIDDLE 
STATES. 

In our anxiety to send the Gospel io 
the far West, is there not danger of over- 
looking nearer desolations ? A cry is 
heard throughout the Eastern and Mid- 
dle States, •• let w» go West.** A multi- 
I tude are on the way, and a greater multi. 
I tude are preparing to follow. As in the 
I New-England and Middle States there it- 
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only one Presbyterian or Congregational 
minister to 3,000 inhabitants, there must 
be in these stales many moral wastes. 
The best interests of the West require that 
these wastes should bo built up— as the 
more that is done for these states, the 
more salutary will be the influence of 
those who leave them for the West. 
These wastes ought to be searched out. 
They must be known before adequate re- 
storative, means will be put in operation. 

About four years ago, a gentleman in 
Pennsylvania published the following tacts 
respecting the northern counties of that 
state. "In Tioga county, containing fif- 
teen townships, there is not a single meet- 
ing-house. In Potter county, next West, 
there is not a single meeting-house. And 
in M'Kcan county, next West, there is only 
one Baptist minister, and no meeting, 
house." The destitution h now nearly 
as great. One county town, I am inform- 
ed, has no evangelical church or minister 
of any denomination. A gentleman who 
travelled through these counties two years 
ago, told me that he heard of but one min- 
ister, and that that minister was intempe- 
rate, and an Universalist. Even in the fa- 
voured state of New-York, probably seve- 
ral hundred thousands of its population are 
destiluto of the stated ordinances of the 
Gospel. Last winter, 1 spent a night at 
a tavern in a wild and destitute part of 
this state. About a dozen men were up 
nearly all night carousing. In this rabble, 
an editor of an Infidel paper published in 
western New-York was busily engaged 
in soliciting subscribers, and succeeded in 
obtaining several. The enemy is abroad, 
sowing tares in the towns Christians' ne. 
gleet to cultivate. 

These remarks were suggested by the 
following letter recently received from 
the officers of a church in Steuben coun- 
ty, New-York, enclosing $5 for the A. H. 
M.S. 

•* Your letter addressed to this church 
in behalf of Home Missions, was receiv- 
ed and laid before the church, and each 
individual seemed anxious to contribute 
according to bis ability. Five dollars is 
but a small sum, but, sir, our church 
is small, only six male members. Only 
one is a freeholder. The others are poor, 
and mostly hard pressed for a comfortable 
living. The church formed itself into a 
Missionary Society auxiliary to the A. 
H. M. S. 

•» We are not able to take papers either 
political or religious, and should consider 
it a favour to receive the Home Mission- 
ary, especially as we are destitute of stated 
Presbyterian preaching. For a few years 



past, we have scarcely had two Sabbaths 
preaching a year. We are not able to ob- 
tain a minister, or to support one if he 
could be obtained, without the very libcril 
aid of your Society. * Can you send u* 
a missionary?' " 

A gentleman who has just sent me $100 
fop that region, writes of the church 
above : ** There is but one freeholder 
in the church, worth twelve or thirteen 
hundred dollars, with a sickly wife. The 
church cannot raise for their minister 
more than $50.»* Speaking of a neigh- 
bouring church, he says, " there are only 
three male members, and they cannot pro- 
bably raise more than $25." 

Some months ago I hoard thp following 
interesting incident respecting the church 
which forwarded the five dollars. 

The Rev. John Walker spent a Sabbath 
here, and administered the Lord's supper. 
The privilege of commemorating a Sa- 
viour's dying love was so highly apprecia- 
ted, that fifteen females, living seven miles 
distant, set off with a single horse to be 
present on the occasion. 'J'hey took turns 
in riding. One or two riding on horse- 
back, and the rest walking. At the close 
of the services they returned in the same 
way to their distant homes, grateful for 
their rich privileges, and that the Gospel 
with its precious ordinances had once 
more been brought so near them. 

Who will go and preach the Gospel to 
this people, thus needy, and thus hunger- 
ing for the bread of life ? 

From Rev. E. H. Stratton, Oakfield, Geru 
esee co., N, Y. 

OUTPOURING OF THE SPIRIT. 

In giving my report for the four months 
ending on the 1st October, I find abund- 
ant occasion to bless God, in having been 
permitted to witness most glorious displays 
of his special grace, in the conversion of 
sinners. As early as March, it became 
manifest that the Lord's Spirit was mo- 
ving upon the hearts of his people. 

The work gradually advanced in the 
church, until the middle of May, when its 
influence became apparent upon the hearts 
of the impenitent, and a few were con- 
verted. 

On the 9th of June, a protracted meeting 
was commenced, which ^was continued 
without interruption for fourteen days. 
As the fruits of this revival and protract, 
ed meeting, 48 have been added to the 
Presbyterian church, 38 by profession and 
10 on certificate ; and about 20 have uni- 
ted with the Methodists and Baptists ; and 
I should think that there «rere from 10 to 
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15 others, who profeif hope. Among tfavse 
converts, may be seen men of every uge 
and previous character; the aged sin- 
ner of 60, and the youth of 10 — ^tbe aban. 
doned and the virtuous — the temperate 
and the intemperate — the presumptuous 
scoffer and the proud moralist. The last 
Sabbath in August was a time of thrill- 
ing interest with this church — and espe- 
cially to some of us, who, by a retrospect of 
only two years, saw it consistingof 7 mem. 
bers, 9 male and 5 females, one of whom 
we were then called to cut off from our 
communion. On beholding our number 
increased to nearly 90, we were constrain- 
ed to exclaim, *' what hath God wrought /" 
This revival has raised up for us a few 
able, self-denying, faithful Sabbath school 
teachers, and the Lord has strengthened 
their hands and encouraged their hearts, 
by blessing their labours, to the hopeful 
conversion of some of their scholars. 



FrmnRgv, Felix Kyte, Lumhtrland, N,Y, 
/ 

DBOPS or MBROY. 

It gives me much pleasure, that I have 
it to sav, that we have very plain indica- 
tions of the work of the Spirit of God upon 
the minds of several at this time, and we 
have reason to hope that some conver- 
sions havo recently taken place, but of 
this we would not speak in too confident 
terms, until there shall have been some 
further trial and manifestations of the 
fruits of the Spirit. It is not too much 
to say, that a happy and tender feeling 
exists in this portion of the commonitvat 
the present time. 7^ aged, as well as 
the child of tender years, have been bowed 
down, we hope, in true submission to God. 
It may not perhaps be proper to say that 
we have a revival, in the sense in which 
that term is generally used. But the 
church has recently felt the reviving in. 
fluence of God's Spirit, upon the hearts 
of its members generally. Sinners have 
cried for mercy, and there are fair pros, 
peels of an ingathering into the fold of 
Christ. One pleasing trait of our pre. 
sent situation is, thatiove abounds among 
the professed followers of the blessed 
Jesus. May this spirit, the want of which 
has so long proved a barrier to the con. 
version of souls, be long eontinued among 
us ! and may no unhallowed hand put a 
■top to the good work now in progress, or 
tend to grieve away the Holy Spirit of God. 

Vol. IX. 24 



From Riv, Waten Wmrren^ C««fiont9tiie, 
Delaware co,^ N, Y, 

THE LORD RAISING UP LIBOURKRS FOR HI* 
VINEYARD. 

Since the date of my last communiea* 
tion, thirteen have been added to the church 
by profession, among whom are threa 
young men who are calculating to study 
for the Gospel ministry . 

During the last quarter I have spent §•• 
veral days in company with brother Graves, 
in labouring with the church at Cook Set. 
tiement, about six miles West of this place. 
Convictions, during the meeting, on the 
part of impenitents, were unusually deep. 
Some, who resolved that they would not 
attend the meeting, were awakened while 
at work in their fields, and after two or 
three days, came to the meeting, ready to 
make the anxious inquiry, **What must 
we do to be saved?" Over twenty ex. 
pressed hope in Christ during the meeting. 
There are three or four young men among 
1 he converts at that place, who are also 
beginning to look forward to the Gospel 
ministry. 



VERMONT DOMESTIC MISSION. 
ARY SOCIETY. 

Extractt from the Report of the Du 
rectoro* 

During the year, more or less mission, 
ary labour has been performed in 62 «dif- 
ferent fields. In 15 of these, however, 
the amount of labour is less than three 
months each. The whole number of 
missionaries employed is 50. The whole 
amount of missionary labour is 34 years. 
The additions to the several churches aid. 
ed, so far as reported, are 199 : by certi. 
ficate 53 ; on profession 146. The spe. 
cial reviving influences of the Holy Spi- 
rit have been in a mournful degree with, 
held from the feeble churches during the 
year. To 38 churches no additions are 
reported ; and the additions to the remain, 
ing 24 vary from one to 29, It is true, the 
number of hopeful conversions within 
your field during the year is about 255 ; for 
which we ought to return devout thanks, 
giving to the God of salvation. But sure- 
ly, the day when troth and godliness shall 
achieve their victory ever our nominally 
Christian land is far in the distant future, 
yoa, is never to arrive, UBless the work 
of conversion is carried forward at a rate 
far more rapid and glorious. And he with 
whom is the residue of the Spirit, is eon. 
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tinaallj admo^iishingp his churches and 
ambassadors, by the declaratioD, *' Ye are 
not straitened in me" — ** Ye ask and re- 
ceive not, because ye ask amiss." 

Within the year, two of your missiona- 
ries have been regularly settled as the pas- 
tors *of the churches to which tliey were 
•ent. Two of the churches heretofore 
aided by your funds have expressed their 
gratitude for your timely beneficence, and 
the hope and intention of sustaining their 
pastors without further aid from your 
treasury. 

Of the missionaries under your commis 
Mon within the year — and with one excep. 
tion, considered as permanent as any — 
tfixteen have left the field. This number 
does not include the members of the An- 
dover Theological Seminary, employed 
during the last spring vacation. Six of 
the above 16 are now connected with able 
churches ; two are now in Canada ; two 
have gone to the West ; one on a foreign 
mission ; one to Massachusetts ; one to 
New.Hampshire ; the health of one has 
failed, and two may yet labour in this 
state. Five new missionaries have been 
commissioned for one year, four of whom 
have never before laboitrpd in this state. 
At the present time the number of mis- 
sionaries under commission from your 
board is 28. Of this number, 1^^ are 
pastors of the churches with which 
they respectively labour, and 15 are em 
ployed as stated supplies. The num- 
ber of feeble churches in your field now 
wholly destitute of the stated administra. 
tion of the word of God, is 60. 

In no former year has the spirit of emi- 
gration drawn so heavily on the numbers, 
the energies, and the pecuniary resources 
of the feeble churches, as during the one 
just closed. By this, four or five churches, 
heretofore able to sustain the ordinances 
of the Gospel, are now to be reckoned 
among the feeble ones. 

The reports of your missionaries repre- 
sent the cause of temperance in your 
fields, as on the whole taking a stronger 
hold on the consciences and hearts of 
professors, and the more intelligent and 
moral of those making no profession. 

All the feeble churches, as far as prac- 
ticable, have been solicited to unite with 
their more wealthy sister churches, in 
contributing to your funds according as 
the Lord hath prospered them. We should 
be very unwilling that any of the feeble 
^^arches, even the most feeble, should 
feel, that because they are poor, they are 
released from all obligations to do their 
part to sustain the cause of Christian be- 
nevolence. This cause is distinct from 



that of securing, the Gospel ordinances 
for our own benefit. What we can and 
ought, to do in supporting one to break 
unto us the brdad of life, is one thing, 
and what we can and ought to do in the 
great cause of Christian benevolence, is 
quite another. The latter is a very difl 
feront claim from the former. How shall 
we obtain the best evidence that the fee. 
ble churches, aided by your funds, arc 
growing in grace, abounding in the works 
of the Lord, unless we see an increasing 
benevolent spirit ; and how may this be 
ascertained but by increased benevolent 
action ? And wliat branch of the great 
cause of Christian^ benevolence is better 
adapted to awaken the deepest sympathies, 
and secure the best benevolent efforts of 
the feeble churches, than the cause of do. 
mestic missions 7 We would say to the 
poorest church, and to the poorest mem- 
ber in any church, give to the cause of 
Christian benevolence — give according to 
what you have, and give most to that par. 
ticular branch of this cause which you 
conscientiously believe has the strongest 
claim upon you. And this-we say, in the 
language of Paul, ** not because we de- 
sire a gift, but we desire fruit that may 
abound to your account." 

OBSTACLES. 

The churches which you especially la- 
bour to strengthen and build up, and the 
waste places which it is your aim more 
particularly to cultivate, are very differ- 
ently situated from those in the new and 
growing parts of the country. The ha- 
bits of the population are formed. The 
habits of these feeble churches are form, 
ed, and formed, too, in past times, and 
under circumstances not the most favoura- 
ble fi^r securing that elevated standard of 
Christian spirit &nd action which the 
Gospel and the exigencies of the world 
peculiarly demand. These churches ge- 
nerally have not been favoured with the 
instructions and efforts of those faithful 
pastors who are appointed of God to train 
his church for every new state of things 
which may exist, and for every new 
emergency in the moral world. Our 
feeble churches generally are not located 
in new and growing villages, or in towns 
with a rapidly increasing population. 
The habits of these churches, or that of 
the population around .them, are not in a 
reforming state. No, the work of a mis* 
sionary in Vermont is to change fixed ha. 
bits, rather than to shape aright those 
which are forming. And the former, if 
not more important, is surely more diffi. 
cult than the latter. The feeble churches 
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in this state are not to be built up and 
enlarged, by additions of numbers and 
mature piety from older portions of the 
church. Nearly all the valuable acces. 
sions which they receive, must be by the 
grace of God, as it gains the victory over 
the covetousness, the error, and impeni- 
tence of ungodly men. With the same 
advances in the divine life, and the same 
number of conversions as in the new and 
fast settling portions of the land, we can. 
not report new churches organized, and 
infant churches growing and becoming 
strong, as may be done there. A|most all 
we gain must be upon the kingdom of 
darkness, while infant feeble churches in 
other portions of the home missionary 
field, are continually receiving important 
accessions from older ones. 

The frequent changing of ministers is 
an evil pressing most heavily upon the 
greater portion of your field. Not more 
than four of your missionaries have been 
three years in the fields now occupied by 
them. This state of things must be con- 
sidered, both as the parent and ofi*spring 
of that fondness for novelty which cha- 
racterizes more especially the less inform- 
ed portions of the community, and which 
even provesprejudicial to the intelleotual 
and moral training of immortal spirits. 
Intelligent, consistent, and mature piety 
in a church, will generally be the result of 
plans, and ofibrts, and instruction, regu- 
lated for several years by one mind. A 
skilful and studious ambassador for Christ, 
will generally need more than two or three 
years, to make his influence felt the most 
happily and the most permanently upon a 
church and congregation. It is true, there 
may be ministers whose attainments and 
habits are such, that one or two years is 
time enough for them to preach oil they 
know or are willing to learn. But such 
are not the ones usually, whom the great 
Shepherd honours, as the instruments of 
leading his flock into green pastures and 
by the side of still waters, that they may 
grow. 

We deem it the duty of the directors, 
hereafter, in the distribution of your 
funds, as far as practicable, to give the 
preference to those churches which are 
to enjoy the labours of a regular pastor. 
We mention, as another obstacle in the 
way of strengthening the feeble churches, 
the existence of what is usually denooii. 
nated "company meeting-houses." These 
houses aflbrd no home to a church, be- 
cause that one half or one fourth, or some 
portion of the time, other denominations 
poisess them. Churches of evangelical 



denominations, so long as there is sucb.ii 
difiereuce between them as to prevent 
their becoming one church, will always 
find it for their peace and spiritual good, 
to have each their own homes, and be re. 
gularly found there. 

Perhaps nothing tends more directly to 
awaken mutual jealousies among churches 
of different denominations — to beget an 
instability in professors, or to prevent the 
growth of a church, than these com- 
pany meeting-houses. To the feeble 
churches we would say, secure for your- 
selves a house of worship, which you 
can exclusively control. Whether that 
place be a log cabin, a ceiled house, or a 
gilded temple, is comparatively of little 
importance. But it is of the utmost im- 
portance that every distinct church should 
have a home, and that the members and 
their families be regularly found there 
every Sabbath. And wiien the groat 
Head of the church has no preacher for 
you, he will bless you in your mutual 
prayers and praises, and in reading his 
word and evangelical sermons. 



NOTICE TO MISSIONARIES. 

We wish to call the attention of the mis- 
sionaries of the A' H. M. S.,to their reports, 
due on the first day of April. 

We look to these reports for the materials, 
from which to make out the Annual Report of 
the Society. It is important, iherefore, that 
they should be accurate and full, Hud that 
they should be forwarded, without failure^ as 
early as the time specified. 

Each missionary will find in his commission, 
an outline of particulars to be noticed in his 
report. To these should be added, whatever 
of special interest has occurred on his field 
of labour since last April, or duriag such a 
portion of the year from April to April, as he 
has been in commission. 

We make this request at the present time, in 
the hope that the preparation of this report 
will receive the early and the special atten- 
tion of every missionary. By complying with 
our request, our brethren will subserve the 
cause of our common Lord and Master. 

Missionaries of Auxiliary Societies, who 
make their quarterly reports to the secretaries 
of their respective auxiliaries, are requested to 
bear in mind, that repoits from them are 
due to the A. H. M. S. also, on the first dat 

or APRIL. 



Digitized by 



Google 



188 



THE HOME MISSIONARlf. 



Miisionary Appointments hy the Executive Committee of the A. H. M. S,f 
from December lUh, 1836, to January Ibth, 1837. 



Re-appointmenU, , 
Ker. J. R. Rowlett. Br&nchport, N. Y. 
Rev. O. Juhnioiif Elklaiid, Penn. 
Rev. Charles F. Butler, Goorfetown, N. Y. 
Rev. A. P. Alhn. Worcester, N. Y. 
Rev. £. C. Beach, Lysander, N. Y. 
Rev. Phineas Camp, La Farseville and French 

Creek, N. Y. 
Rev. Moody Chase, Danville, Ind. 
Rev. Ulrie Af aynard, Darien, Conn. 
Ray. Felix Kyte. LumberlaDd and Barry ville, N. Y. 
Rev. Samuel Dunton, Tiffin, O. 
Rev. Jonathan Cable, l«icking, O. 
Rev. David Abel, Mount Hoiie, N. Y. 
Rev. J. G. Kanouse, Lodi Plains. Mich. 
Rev. Gardner Hayden, Brunswick, N. T. 
Rev. John D. Wilson^ Mount Vernon Ch., Blount 

CO.. Ten. 
Rev. Dftvid E. DUon, Franklin, Lenawe eo., Mich. 



MunonarieM not in Commusian la$t f»ar. 
Rev. L. Rosers, Portage, Hunt's Hollow, N. Y. 
Rev. Ezra Scovell, Covington, N. Y. 
Rev. Alvan Parmelee, Middlefield Center, N. Y. 
Rev. Solomon Chalec, Virgil, N. Y. 
Kev. F. H. Ayres. East Lincklaen, N. Y. 
Rev. J. B. Fish, West Hartwick, N. Y. 
Rev. Abiram Mills, Litchfield, N. Y. 
Rev. Jacob Allib<>r;i, Kensington, Penn. 
Rev. John Crawford, Coal Creek ch., Ind. 
Rev. Reuben H. Close, St. Catheriue*s, CJ.C. 
Rev. p. L. De St. Croix, Highlands, N. Y. 
Rev. M. H. Wilder, Bath, Ind. 
Rev. George Painter, Anchor and Hope, and Har- 
mony churches, Va. 
Rev. Samuel Harlow, Washington Hollow, N. Y. 
Rev. S. P. Gammage, Oyster Ponds, Long Island, 

N. Y. 
Rev. John C. Eastman, Washington, Fayette eo., O. 



The Treasurer of the American Home Missionary Society acknowledges the 
receipt of the following sums, from December Ibth, 1836, to January 16/A, 1837 



MAeSACHUSETTS— 
Northampton, Edwards Ch. Sab. Bch., 
Wiliiamstown. Cong'l. Soc, 
CONNECTICUT— 
New-Haven, Eastern District H. M. S.. of 
which 30, is to consL Mrs. Sally Gillett 
of Branford a L. M., by H, £. Hodges, 
Treas., . 
NEW-YOR^— 
JVeip- York City, vh.:— 
BUeeker-H. Ch-t A. Fisher, 
"— ^ — -> ^^ K e, oc. Latiie, 



935 00 
100 00 



150 00 



; G. L. 
IS, 100; 



100 00 
71 12 



10,_ 



)06; D. 
; R. P. 
t. Raw- 
Murray, 
ranniss. 



105 00 



150 00 
134 00 



Pearl-st, Ch.., Mon. Con. coll., 35.67; 
L. Corning, to const. Rev. Peter Parker, 
Rev. Henry Chase, and Eliza M. Cor- 
ning, Life Members, 100, 
NEW-JEKSEY— 
Madison, Presb. Ch. coll., in part, 56 ; Fern 
Miss. Soc, 13, 
PENNSYLVANIA— 
Harford, Gong'i. Ch. and Soc, to const. 

Rev. Adam Miller, a L. M. 
Harrisburgh, Legacy of the late D. R. 

Sturgeon, by W. Graydon, Esq., 
Pittsburgh, Sd Church, D. Bushnell, 
*' Thank oflfering by a Lady, 
*' A coloured girl, 
>' Two Young Lsldies, 
DELAWARE— 
Delaware City, St. Goorge^s Ch., Mon. Con. 
colU 13 ; coll., in part, 35 97 ; Sab. Bch., 

MARYLAND— 

Elkton, Friaby Heoderson, Esq., 
GEORGIA— , , ^ ., , 

MeDonough, John Daily, Jr., 
ALABAMA— 

HuntsviUe, Beoev. Soc, by J. V. Veitcb, 
OHIO- ,„ ^ 

Annapolis, A. Work, 
n^LlNOlS- 

Tremont, by Rev. J. Waterf, 
UPPER CANADA— 

St. Catherines, Presb. Ch., Mon. Coa. coll.. 

Friend, 3 : do. 1, 
HOME MISSIONARY, 



325 06 



135 '67 



68 00 



30 00 

100 00 
10 00 
500 
1 00 
3 00 



50 83 

50 00 

S5 00 

50 00 

300 

10 00 

10 00 

400 

45 00 

tl666 68 



Rueipts of th» Central ^gmey at Oenevot JV. F., 
from nee. lOth, 1836, to Jan. 14th, 1^7. 
Augusta, S. Strong, 5 ; Deacon Knox, 1 ; 
S Allen, 2; W. H. Chandler, 90: J. J. 
Knox, to const. Sarah Ann Knox, L. M., 

30 ; contribuUon, 7 05, 65 05 

Barker, 11 06 

Hamilton, 3d Church, 10 00 

Hampton, 21 01 

New- York MUU, 46 38 

Oriskany, 1 00 

Oriskanv Falls, 38 05 

Paris HUl, 37 81 
Rome, 1st, Church, J. W. Bloomfield, 50, 
of which 30, is to const. Rev. Herman 

Pruyn a L. M.; contribution, 89 14, 79 14 

Triangle. 14 00 

Utica, Welsh Ch., S5 00 

•' Bleeekerst.Cb., 34 11 

" First Ch., 30 33 

Waterville, 48 05 



$450 89 



Reetiptstf tke ^if'f^Ttc^^mcy atOeneva^ JV. F., 



from Dee. llthy 1836, to Jan. llCA, 

Burton, by Rev. Mr. Waith, 

Centerville, by Rev. L. Hall, 

Clyde, 

Cold Spring, by Rev. L. Hall, 

Columbia, 

Greenwood, 



500 
34 89 
10 63 
14 00 
406 
500 



vvrecu w«u»i, 

Havanna, Ladies* Miss. Soc, Mrs. Buck, 

Treas., 10 00 

Ithaca,TimothyS. Williams, 100 00 

Lyons, I. M. Demmon, 10 ; I .Crool, 10 ; 

Copt. Tower, 10 ; C. Crool, 8, 33 00 

Newark, Wayne co., 9 00 

Perrinton, by Rev. A. G. Brooks, 10 00 

Pike, Fem. Miss. Soc, to const Mrs. Susan- 

nail Wilcox, L. M., 33 00 

Prattsburg, El am and Benjamin Bridgei, 

100; otliers, 25,50, 135 90 

Riefamond, IS 5i5 

Rushville, Luther Harwood, L. M. in full, 
35; R Gilbert, 10; O. Harwood, 10; J. 
Wisewell, 5; S. MUler, 5; O. Green, 5; 
Mrs. O. Green, 5; W. H Lamport, 3; 
Mrs. M. C. Brackett, 3 ; Mary Horton, 3 ; 
Deborah Whitman, 3; Clarissa Harwood, 
3; L Bryant. 3; Lydia Chrystie,3: J. 
Cbry8tie,3 ; L. George, 3; others, 38,46. 115 46 
SpringviUe, 85 00 

South Glean, by Rev. Mr. Waith, 17 31 

Warsaw, Ladies* Miss. Soc, Mrs. A. Crock- 
er, Treas., 16 00 
Wells, 6 56 
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SKETCHES OF REAL CHARACTERS, CONVERSATIONS, AND FACTS, FURNISHED 
CHIEFL7 BT CLERGYMEN. 



" I AM ArRAID TO DIE." 
[Furniihcd by a Clergyman.] 

This was the language of a young 
female, who has this day been carried 
to the grave. She lived to be twenty- 
one years old, without loving God. 
Her mind had been much impressed 
with serious things, within a few years, 
and even within a few weeks, but she 
put them off for a more convenient 

season. She recently came into N , 

to spend thanksgiving with her 
friends. Soon after the religious festi- 
val, she was taken sick. In a few days, 
the disease manifested itself in the 
form of consumption. Her physician 
told her she had but a short time to 
live. At this, she was surprised, and 
immediately became much distressed 
for her soul. The pastor was called 
in to converse and pray with her. He 
endeavoured to convince her of her 
need, and direct her to Christ for help. 
L. rolled her head upon her pillow, 
and mournfully exclaimed: **I am 
AFRAID TO DIE." The pastor set forth 
the character of God, to show how 
worthy He was of her confidence and 
love. But L. could not love .flim. 
She could not yield up all to Him. 
She said to the pastor, though a stran- 
ger, she could safely leave her case 
with him, if he had power lo dispose of 
it. L. was then shown her great sin 
and guilt, in thinking less of her God 
and Saviour, than she did of a fellow- 
worm. Christ was exhibited to her, 
as willing and able to save even to 
the uttermost. His invitations were 
repeated, and L. was urged to accept 
them, and believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. But, « O," said she, »« this u 
a poor time to prepare/or death, — I am 

AFRAID TO DIS." 



In the course of her short sickness, 
the pastor visited her several times. 
When he approached her bed, L. cast 
her eyes upon him with the deepest 
interest, and grasped his hand, saying: 
*• Oh, that I was prepared to die ; but 
I have pnt off religion, till now it is too 
late to seek it." ' She was reminded 
of the thief on the cross, and encoura- 
ged to commit her all to the Saviour ; 
of the prayer of the publican ; and 
was told that this short prayer offered 
aright would be heard in heaven. She 
tried, — she prayed, but all in vain. 
We wept, as we heard her cries for 
mercy, and her expressions of fear and 
terror. We felt that there is fearful 
meaning in the divine declarations: 
Then shall they call upcm mc, but I will 
not answers-Many shall seek to enter in, 
but shall not oe able. 

The pastor was confident her anxie- 
ty arose from anticipated punishment. 
He endeavoured to show her mistake, 
in being more afraid of suffering, than 
of sinning. She was told that the 
great evil of sin consisted, in its being 
committed against God ; that she 
ought to repent of it, because it was a 
transgression of His will, and not 
merely because it would send her to 
hell ; that she should pray to be for- 
given, not merely that she mi^ht be 
saved, but that she might glorify her 
God and Saviour. She realized the 
difficulty in her case. She thought ; 
she talked ; she prayed ; she desired 
the prayers of others ; but when the 
pastor called again, she said : *' I 
don't know but it's because I am so 
ignorant, I can't feel as 1 want to,— « 

I AM AFRAID TO DIE." 

Every time her physician called, 
L. asked him, how loqg she should live; 
she was nfraid of being hurried away 



Digitized by 



Google 



190 



THE PASTOR'S JOURNAL. 



[F«b. 



unexpectedly. The same inquiry she 
frequently made of her watchers. 
Several nights she did not shut her 
eyes to sleep, she was so afraid she 
should never wake. She charged those 
who had the care of her, not to let her 
sleep, or if she did, to wake her in a 
very few minutes. She had her reason 
perfectly, till the very close of her life. 
Most solemnly, and earnestly, she 
warned and entreated her brothers and 
sisters, not to put off repentance till on 
their death-bed, for, said she, ** this is 
a poor place to prepare for death," 

The last time the pastor saw her, L. 
had no hope. Her condition was a 
dreadful commentary on the passage — 
having no hope^ and witliout God in the 
world. Her body was racked with 
pain, and her mind sunk in despair. 
*• O," said she, " I feel as though I 
could warn sinners not to put ofi" reli- 
gion till they come where I am — now 
it is too late," Notwithstanding all 
the prayers and efforts made to save 
her, there was no change in her state. 
The night she died, she manifested as 
much fear and terror as ever before. 
When struck with death, her friends 
were called, and she spent her remain- 
ing strength in warning them to pre- 
pare for death, and not to put it off. 
Said s.he, *♦ I am dying — I expect to be 
miserable — you must seek religion, 
then you will be happy." 

Reader, for your benefit, I have de- 
scribed a case, which has made my 
heart bleed. . Are you without reli- 
gion .'' VVhat a poor, miserable crea- 
ture you are I Perhaps you are now 
easy; but the time is coming, when 
you will feel your need. Do you hope 
to obtain it on a sick and dying bed.? 
So did L. But hear her testimony, 
and take warning. " This is a poor 
time — this is a poor place to prepare to 
die — Now, it is too late !" O, sin- 
ner, seek the Lord now^ while he may 
be found; call upon him while he is 
near. When you are sick, you will 
have enough to do to bear your pain, 
without being distressed about the con- 
cerns of your soul. You will have 
enough to do to die ; you will have no 
time to prepare for death. 

Are you serious, and somewhat at- 
tentive to religion.'* So was L. A 
little while before her death, she spent 



the most of a week in religious meet- 
ings. She listened to the word, — she 
sought the prayers of God*8 people. 
But she went no further. You know 
her end. Stop here, sinner, and you 
are lost I Stop here, and death will 
fill you with terror — Yov^ will be afraid 
to die. Stop here, and she who has 
warned you from a dying bed, will be a 
swift witness against you in the judg- 
ment. G. L. 



THE PERPORMAKCE OP DUTY ESSEKTIAL 
TO CHRISTIAN ENJOYMENT. 

[Furnished by a Miisionarf.] 

Mr. S. lived to the age of 65, with- 
out praying in his family, or confessing 
Christ before the world. His wite 
had long been a professed follower of 
the Lamb. His children, consisting 
of two sons and a daughter, had come 
to the age of maturity around him. 

Mr. S. was a native of New-Eng- 
land. In his youth, he enjoyed the 
preaching of the Gospel, and much 
pious instruction. During the latter 
years of his minority, his attention 
'was arrested by the truth— he was 
convinced of his sin and guilt, and 
anxiously engaged to seek the salva- 
tion of his soul. At length, he felt re- 
solved to serve the Lord. • la the 
mercy of God through Christ he hoped; 
but his hopes were mingled with fiears 
and doubts. He neglected to make a 
public profession of religion, and his 
religiou.s affections grew languid. 

Atler a few years, he married and 
removed out of New-England to set- 
tle in a Country then new. The hard- 
ships and privations incident to a new 
country tasked his energies. But 
under the smiles of a favouring Pro- 
vidence, he acquired property. — His 
industry, integrity, and intelligence, 
secured for him general respect. His 
body was invigorated with health ; his 
table laden with plenty ; his bams filled 
with golden harvests. In his worldly 
interests he was thriving. But it was 
not so with his soul. 

The country became more settled, 
and at length a church was organized 
within ten miles of him. His wife 
was one of its members. But his con- 
fidence of his own good estate tlirough 
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grace, was now exceedingly weak. 
He was unhappy, and he felt more and 
more disinclined to take the stand of 
a Christian. 

Thus he lived for 30 years— clinging 
to a trembling hope, yet without a 
heavenward progress, and without 
being happy or useful. When Chris- 
tians conversed with him from time to 
time, they hoped he was a renewed 
man, but they could not persuade him 
to take up the cross in the duties of 
tbe family and the church. 

His scattered locks were now 
whitened with the snows of age, and 
God saw it best to chasten him with a 
complicated, lingering, and painful 
disease. In his sickness I saw him, 
having preached at his house on the 
nature, necessity, and eifects of the 
Christian disposition, exhibited in the 
12th chapter of Cor. I enquired, if he 
felt as there described. *• Sometimes," 
said he, <' I think 1 do, I am a poor sin- 
ner. 1 don't know, I think I have had 
this spirit. It is every thing. But 
then," — here he told me his difficulties. 
He had never had confidence to call 
his family together, and pray. He 
felt it to be a duty. I gave him some 
su£rgestions about the best manner of 
commencing, and he engaged to make 
trial. 1 lett him, and in two or three 
months visited him again. To his joy 
he had set up family prayer. Me main- 
tained it when he was able. It was 
found to be easy. His diffidence was 
gone, and he was evidently more de- 
cided for Christ. 

On being visited again, his views ap- 
peared more clear, and he wished to 
unite with the church. His health 
was poor,and not likely ever to be bet- 
ter. The day was appointed to admit 
him, and dispense to him the memo- 
rials of the death and love of his be- 
loved Saviour. I went at the time. 
A number of professors and others^ 
were assembled. It was a hallowed 
place. Mr. S. was on the bed, but 
was much more comfortable than for 
several weeks previous. He convers- 
ed freely^ I asked him of his health. 
He said, he had suffered a great deal 
of pain for a long time ; but it was all 
right — he was almost through. God 
was good. " Do you feel that such 
sufierings are deserved.'* «0, yes; 



these sufferings are nothing*' he replied 
'* I am a polluted and sinful creature. 
I am unworthy. O, I have nothing but 
unworthiness and sin." *• Well, sir, 
what supports you ?" **]Mone but 
Christ, ** said he. ** What a Saviour I 
able and willing. I have long been 
denying him, but Christ is all. I have 
been ungrateful and disobedient, but 
Christ has been bringing me back, I 
think. I have suffisred, but it is mercy 
to us to suffisr here a little, and not be 
left to suffer forever without hope? O, 
sir, Christ is worthy — we can't have 
any other Saviour!'* " But you do not 
want another .'*'* '• No, no," he respond- 
ed, *' I wish for no other, but Christ.'* 

He said that he looked back, and if 
ever he experienced the renewing 
grace of God, it was when he was in 
his youth, that he had lost much by ne- 
glecting his duty. And he most affec- 
tionately warned those present not to 
slight any known duty of religion. 

To the wife, the children, and all pre- 
sent, it was an affecting scene, as he, a 
mortal on the verge of immortality — 
" avouched the Lord to be his God," and 
partook, for the first time with his fel- 
low Christians, of the symbols of a 
crucified Saviour. And 1 have reason 
to. believe that lasting, good impres- 
sions were made un the minds of some 
of the unconverted spectators. 

1. As 1 stood by the bed of that man, I 
was impressed with the thought, that 
'* the seed sown in good ground God 
will not suffer to be lost." 

2. When the children of God are 
neglectful of duty, and careless about 
the interests of Christ's kingdom, it 
may be needful for God to lay heavy 
chastisements upon them, in order to 
bring them to duty and himself. 

3. God will not suffer a child of his, 
who neglects known duty, to be happy, 
or to enjoy spiritual prosperity while 
so doing. But he will sooner or later 
darken his skies, and blight his pros- 
pects, till he brings him right. *' Whom 
the Lord loveth, he chasteueth.** 

IMPORTANCE OF FAITHFUL FAMILY 
VISITATION. 

[Furniriied by a Miuionary.] 

More than a year ago I called, with 
one of my elders, to see a family in tbe 
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— . On our enter- 
ing the house, the father, evidently 
much irritated, took his gun, and went 
immediately out. To some inquiries 
which I made of the mother respect- 
ing her spiritual state, she replied, in 
substance, '* that she was a communi- 
cant in the - church ; that she 

thought she had religion enough al- 
ready, and did not wish to be troubled 
on the subject." I endeavored to deal 
plainly with her, and on our leaving 
the house we united in prayer. I called 
again at that house, about six weeks 
ago. The man met me with tears, and 
began by confessing the shame he felt 
for running away at the former visit. 
On entering into conversation with him, 
I found that he had indeed " come to 
himself." He told me that the impro- 
priety of his conduct when I first called 
at his house, had led him to reflection ; 
that he had attended my preaching re- 
gularly for about three months; and 
that feeling himself to be a poor lost 
sinner, he desired to cast himself on 
Him who was able to save. On con- 
versing with the mother, I found that 
her history, during the year, had been 
essentially the same. By this time my 
heart was full; and after ascertaining, 
as well as I could, the genuineness of 
their experience, and after giving them 
what instruction appeared necessary, a 
scene of prayer and praise ensued, 
which wilV 1 hope, be remembered 
throughout eternity with joy. They 
now both appear well, and were among 
those received into our church at our 
Jate communion. 



beek ye first the kingdom of god, 

[From the Philosophy of BenoTolenee.] 

B , when a young man o^ 



mneleen, came to the city of , 

without money or friends, but with a 
character formed to virtue and intelli- 
gence, under the best influences of a 
New-England village. At first his mind 
was confused amid the throng of men 
and din of business in a great city; and 
anxious to dissipate the gloom that 
came over his feelings, as well as to 
obey the dictates of conscience, he 
walked out the first Sabbath after his 
arrival to find a church, and chanced 



to fall into one of which Dr. •i**^— ' 

was pastor. It proved one of the Doc- 
tors happiest efforts ; his attention was 
riveted ; he had never heard the like 
before, and his mind was thrown upon 
a track of thought ^entirely new* He 
went again and again, and the more he 
went the more interested he became, 
till at length he was led gradually to 
renounce his sins, and repose in the me- 
rits of Christ for salvation. He sought 
an interview with the Doctor, who en- 
couraged his hopes — explained to him 
the ways of the Lord more perfectly, 
'and ultimately admitted him as a mem- 
ber of his church. B-* advan« 

ced rapidly in a knowledge of religion 
and business, growing in favour with 
God and man $ and when he entered 
into trade lor himself, it was with the 
secret determination, to which he ever 
afterwards adhered, of devoting a cer- 
tain portion of the proceeds to God. 
His success was unexampled, and in 
the short space of twelve years he hail 
given to religious objects more than 
forty thousand dollars ; and dying at 
an early age, he left in his will about 
the same amount to be thus appropria- 
ted, besides leaving an ample provision 
for his family. The proverb was exem- 
plified in him, that, " the liberal devi- 
seth liberal things, and by liberal things 
shall he stand." 



COtJNSEIi OF THE LORD. 

Prov. iii. 9, 10. — Honour the Lord 
with thy substance, and with the first 
fr\iits of all thy increase : So shall thy 
barns be filhB4 with plenty, . and thy 
presses shall burst out with new wine. 

Prov. xi.*24, 25 There is that 
scattcreth and yet increaseth; and there 
is that withholdeth more than is meet, 
but it tendeth to poverty.— TTie liberal 
soul shall be made fat: and he that 
watereth shall be watered also him- 
self. 
Prov. xix. 17. He that hath pity upon 
the poor, lendeth unto the Lord : and 
that which he hath given will he pay 
him again. 

Acts XX. 35. Remember the word? 
of the Lord Jesus, how he said,— It iff 
more Idessed to give than to receive. 
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Go, Preach the G«sfkl Mark xvi. 15. 

I low ehall they pbeacu except they be sent?.. .iSom. z. 15. 

■ I ' - -I ' 

T*l. IX. mARCH !• 1837. N*. II 

MONTHLY CONCERT OF PRAYER. 

PRAYER FOR THE HOLY GHOST. 

Chrtst has spoken for the encouragement of his people many grreat and pre- 
cious promises. Among these, none are dearer to thosQ who sigh over the deso- 
lations caused by «in, than the oft repeated assurance that he would send the 
Comforter to aid the efforts of his followers in the conversion of the world. Still, 
with the greater number of Christians, there seems to be a scepticism as to the 
availahUness of these promises — an unbelief which prevents their asking and re- 
ceiving a large measure of the Holy Ghost. That the fault is not chargeable 
on God, his word and his character assure us. In view of the moral deso. 
ations of Israel, the Prophet asks — ^**Is the Spirit of the Lord straitened? 
Are these his doings ?" And at the feast, "Jesus stood and cried, if any man thirst, 
let hirn come unto me and drink — this spake he of the Spirit, which they that 
believe on him should receive/' 

If, then, the promises of God and his compai-sion allow us not to doubt that he is 
able and willing to impart *»his Holy Spirit to those that ask him/' why shall we 
pot receive the blessings in any measure that we may need, however great? 
Why shall not every Christian heart swell with irrepressible longings, and every 
Christian knee be bowed in ceaseless prayer for this indispensable gifl, until 
the promise be fulfilled, and a rain of righteousness be poured down upon all 
lands? Are molivea wanting? Let us consider some of the arguments which 
fihould constrain us to plead, even to agony, for this blessUg. 

1. Let the Christian think how much his oum soul will be benefited by a larg^ 
measure of the Holy Ghost. How oden does temptation aibsail him and find an 
easy victory, because of the defect of principle in his soul ! Alas, for the inconsisten- 
cies, the unsteady aim, the feeble and irresolute desire and pursuit of goodness ! 
How oilen is his soul pervaded with shame on account of his want of morai 
courage; his closet becomes a cold and comfortless resort ; afiSiction fills him with 
the sorrow of the world — the despondency of a slave, instead of the submission of 
a child ; death is not welcomed as a friend, but dreaded as a foe. And, then, the 
whole moral impression made by his conduct and conversation on the ungodly 
world, how it points the satire of the scorner, and covers the face of pit^ty witk 
blushes ! But if be were filled with the Holy Ghost, how difi[erenl would be his 
state and influence ! His peace would be like a river. The high aim and consis- ' 
tent energy of his zeal would constrain the world to take knowledge of him thft 

Vol. IX. 25 
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he is one of the sons of God. Mis heart would be hold, and the ungodly would 
quail beneath his rebuke. His faith would uphold him in adversity, and triumph 
in death, as the birth day of a noble and endless life. Surely, then, each and 
every Christian has occasion daily and fervently to pray for the Holy Ghost. 

2. The present waking upof Uie human intellect, all over the world, will 
run into a universal infidelity^ unless it receive a sanctified direction, by a large 
aiid general efFusion of the Holy Ghost. Look at the men devoted ta the natu- 
ral sciences, particularly in the old world. Who, that watches their progress, 
does not perceive a tendency so to dispose of the facts of science, as to get rid of the 
authority of revelation I What Christian does not feel the importance of having 
all researches and reasoning in reference to the works of God conducted under 
the influence of God's own Spirit ? The various inventions of the age, important 
•as they may appear, are but facilities fur greater sinfulness, unless the minds who 
originate them, and the people who uso them, are under the direction of high moral 
principle. All our steam-boats, our locomotives, and other means of travel, will 
greatly augment dissipation and Sabbath-breaking ; our labour-saving machinery 
ivill tend to promote idleness, if the controlling power of piety do not prevent. 
Consider the vast resources of our wide country ! how rich and strong to do evil, 
unless pervaded by the power of godliness ! Look abroad over the countries of 
Europe, particularly France and Germany, and behold thousands of institutions 
of learning furnishing their hundreds of thousands of minds with the knowledge 
which will render more manifold the curses and scourges of mankind, unless 
by the Spirit of grace it be sanctified to better uses. Look at many of the hea- 
then nations, ready to abandon their systems of error. We are told by missionaries 
that many intelligent Hindoos have already rejected the absurdity of their former 
belief, and are adopting the dreams of scepticism in its stead. The same is 
true in many portions of the Catholic world. Is there not, then, imperious need 
that the word of God should be accompanied by the overwhelming influence of 
the Holy Spirit, lest the human mind, in its efforts to disenthral itself from 
ignorance and superstition, should go too fkr, and break through all the 
restraints even of virtue and religion .'* 

3. The same necessity for a large and immediate outpouring of divine influ- 
ence, is felt in all our benevolent operations. Already has the church prepared 
a vast amount of moral machinery, but it lacks the moving power. Our societies 
are organized, large numbers of missionaries are sent forth. Bibles and Tracts are 
dispersed abroad, schools are multiplied ; still little impression is made. The plea 
for sympathy and help to the faithful herald of the cross, on his distant outpost, 
comes to us on one breeze, and on the next is borne the tidings that he has fallen 
amid the heat and the toil of his conflict. Meanwhile the world rolls on in sin, 
the nations are dying, and but few souls are saved. Surely these thin jfe must not 
continue to be so ; the world must have — it cannot do without the influence of 
the Holy Ghost, in unwonted measures, 

4. And how many arguments does our own country furnish for prayer with 
Tvference to this great object ! All the necessity arising from disturbed politics, 
from an unregulated spirit of trade, and from dissensions in religion, impels us to 
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pray for the Holy Ghost. What an amount of valuable truth is poured 
forth from the pulpits of this nation on every Sabbath-day ! Who can calculate 
the agrgregate of mental and physical labour constant ly going on in the work of 
preparing and circulating religious books, in teaching Sabbath schools, and in other 
methods of religious effort ? And yet how few, and (compared with the vis^ible 
means) how small the results ! But O, if the Spirit were poured out from on high, 
how changed would be the scene ! The tumult of party, in the church and in the 
state, would give place to confidence and good will. The consecrated wealth of 
our highly favoured country, would be expended in blessings for the nations that 
now sit in darkness. The ministration of truth would be a ttended with the ceaseless 
gathering of converts, and the sanctification of believers. O, who, then, that can 
pray, but will pray to God to give his Huly Spirit to this country and the world, 
in measures surpassing what have ever been enjoyed ? 

There is, O, there is a day coming, when ail pious hearts will thus pray, and 
when to their prayers shall be granted the long expected " promise of the 
Father." Then will the latter day dawn ; t;he earth will then begin to be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord, and he whose right it is, shall reign. His kingdom 
shall come, and his will be done on earth as it is m heaven. 



CORRESPONDENCE OF THE A. H. M. S. 



MISSOURI NEEDS TWENTY PRESBYTERIAN 
MINISTERS IMMEDIATELY. 

Appeal from Troy, Lincoln co., Mo. 

I address you in behalf of those famish- 
ing for the word of life. The Troy church 
is without a pastor, and after having 
made several unsuccessful attempts, look | 
to the A. H. M. S., as their last hope. I 
The church is small and poor, only 25 
members; they have, however, a stand, 
ing subscription of ^170, which will be 
paid to ward's the support, for half of the 
time, of any suitable man, who shall come 
among them. 

Troy is a small town, of about one 
thousand inhabitants, the county seat of | 
Lincoln, and is fast increasing. 

EIGHT C04JNTIES IN MISSOURI. 

There are eigrht counties, of which 
Troy is not far from the centre, lying be- 
tween Palmyra and St. Louis, embracing] 
a torritory of 130 miles long, by 80 in 
width, in which there are but two Pps. 
byteri:in ministers, one of whom is nearly 
laid aside by infirmity. Tlierf. are on the 
same territory seven or eight churches, 
who are indeed scattered as sheep without 
a Bhepherd. On either side of Troy, at 
Eagle Fork, and at Waverly, are churches, 



which would be able and happy to pay 
something fur preaching, each one fourth 
part of tiie time, until the Troy people 
could give entire support to a minister, 
which would be in one or two years, at 
farthest. They need a humble, devout; 
working man, who fears no sacrifice, and 
can set his face lil^e a flint against all 
manner of iniquity. He should also be a 
man of popular address. The right man 
will do good in Troy ; while a man of 
feeble intellect, and soul.leps, or of head- 
long and hasty temperament, will do harm. 
Do, if possible, send help to this church. 
There are a few names who will love and 
cherish a servant of the blessed Master. 

Mr. , is a choice spirit, and is pray, 

ing and fasting, and waiting for the saU 
vation of Israel. Does not the A. H. 
M. Soc. commiserate such a people I 

PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS IN MlSSOURf. 

There are in the state of Missouri 22 
Pr«.'sbyterian ministers only. Eleven of 
these are in Marion county, and nine are 
teachers of their institution. Two others 
teach in other institutions. Seren ,or 
eight only preach regularly. In the ptnte. 
there are above 40 organized churches, 
If the A. H. M. Society could send oat 
twenty minigtert in six monthi to Mitsouri 
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the blessings of many ready to ptrish 
would come upon her. Has not Missouri 
been forgotten ? 

[We know not wlmt kind of logic it is, which 
can justify the youth of piety and talent in our 
churches, in holding themselves back from the 
work of the ministry, when appeals like the 
foregoing are made from almost every part of 
our land— to say nothing of the heathen 
>vorld.] 



COMMON SCHOOLS. 

There is as yet through this country a 
lamentable deticiency in the manner of 
conducting common schools, employing 
tho teachers, &c. It is not usual for the 
applicant to be examined in regard to his 
qiialiBcations. The course commonly 
pursued is simply tliis : Any person, wish, 
ing to obtain a school, carries around a 
paper containing his terms, and if he re- 
ceives sufficient encourngoment, ho com. 
niencos his school. When tho teacher 
proves himself to possess the proper quali. 
fications, no groat evil results from such a 
course. It is very obvious, however, that 
tlie case may often happen otherwise, and 
then an attempt to remedy tho evil will 
bring out an expression of public senti* 
ment, and of course of public character. 
The moral sense of one community has 
recently been fairly tried on an occasion 
similar to the one just stated. A school 
commenced here some months since in the 
usual manner. It was soon currently ro. 
ported that the teacher was a dram-drinker, 
and even the children complained of the 
ofTensiveness of his breath. At length a 
school-meeting was called, the object of 
which was to secure another and better 
teacher. The friends of the present in. 
cumbent rallied, and with a grocer as their 
principal speaker, appeared at the meet- 
ing. Th3 result was, that no change was 
produced in the school, although a teacher 
of first rate qualifications was at hand. 
This statement is sufficient to show that 
much remains to be done in this vicinity 
before the purifying influence of tho Gos- 
pel shall generally prevail. 



COUNT THE COST, 

When a missionary goes to the heathen, he 
is sustained by the con.<;ciousness of doing a 
thing that is regarded as morally sublime. 
But the Home Missionary finds bis courage 
worn Away by the constant attrition of causes 
to the resistance of which no idea of iieroism 



is attached. If he succeeds, )ii hears nb 
plaudits; if he fails, he receives no sympathy* 
The following is a specimen of such difficul- 
ties : — 

1st. The members of our church are 
not only few^ but what is more, and 
worse, they are scattered from one to ten 
miles around ; hence the difficulty of get- 
ting any considerable numbor of them to- 
gether, to be blessed by the influence of 
prayer meetings, monthly concerts, &e. 

2d. The members of this church gener- 
ally are inexperienced. They do not seem 
to hnvo been trained to know practically 
what it is to be ** labourers together with 
God?' 

3d. We have no place of worship (in 
town) except the school house, which we 
can occupy only one Sabbath in four. 
Add to thv'se, (which merely respect the 
externals of the church,) the numberless 
defects of individual nlnracter, the peca* 
liar temptations of the West, the subdivi- 
sions of the community into sects, and 
the opposition of an ungodly world. 

When 1 look at these things, however, 
I remember that sociciy is here in its in. 
fancy, and have reason to believe, that by 
patient continuance in welLdoing we shall 
see these evils by degrees, perhaps slow 
degrees, disappear. This is an important 
district of country. Its population is riU 
pidly increasing, and must be brought tcn- 
der the influence of the Gospel. I have 
seen too much of the goodness of God in 
this rising state, to yield easily to discour« 
agement. 

RAPID lUPROTBHENT OF ▲ PLACE Ilf 
ILLIN0I8. 

Over the field where I laboured, at tko 
only Presbyterian minister for nearly two 
years after I came to this state, and where 
there was but one Presbyterian church, 
there are now nine Presbyterian churches 
and eight ministers. One of these churthes 
not' only supports their minister, (by giv- 
ing him $1,000 per annum,) but have con- 
tributed, during the year past, more than 
$1,000 to various benevolent objects. 
Such changes as these are cheering, and 
are calculated to inspire confidence in 
God and in his truth. 

From Rev. E. H. Hazard, Little Roelst 
Whiteside CO., Illinois, 

THE ROOK RIVER COUNTRY. 

Since my last, I have remoired my fMni- 
]y from Vermillion to Littio Rook. This 
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is a town lately laid out on Rock River, 
forty miles from its mouth, and near the 
mouth of the Little Rock, from which it 
receives its name. In this place I formed 
d church in June last, consisting of nine- 
teen members, males and females, about 
an equal number of each. Being invited 
to settle with them, I accepted their invi- 
tatioh, and moved my family here some 
lime in the month of August last ; since 
that time I have been able to do but Utile, 
except to prftacii on the Sabbath, and at- 
tend to the settling of my family. Meet- 
ings have been maintained regularly on 
each Sabbath since the formation of the 
church, being managed by the lay mem- 
bers in my absence. Two prayer meet- 
ings have been attended during each 
week. 



^* Whorti shall we send^ and who will go 
for U8 T^ Is. vi. 8. 

I suppose your Society are already ap- 
prized that the Rock River country is set- 
tling very rapidly with an intelligent and 
enterprising people, wiio are many of 
them anxious to secure as early as possible 
the benefits of the preached Gospel. I 
know that all these new and rapidly ris- 
ing settlements cannot be supplied by your 
Society, for want of men ; but 1 feol it to 
be exceedingly important to the cause of 
Christ, that there be at least two more of 
jour missionaries on Rock River: one, 
perhaps, at the mouth of Rock River, and 
one at Rockford, about sixty miles above 
us. At both these places the people are 
Tery anxious to have a missionary sent 
them. Could your Society send men to 
these places, you would have three mis- 
sionaries situated about fifty miles apart, 
upon one of the most beautiful and im- 
portant navigable rivers in the valley of 
the Mississippi. 



PRAT POR THE tiOMB MISSIONARIES. 

The following is the retrospect of a Mis- 
eionary who has been three years in the West : 

I look back upon these years with joy 
and with sorrow. I rejoice, in view of 
hundreds of Christians who have been 
made glad by hearing the blessed Gospel, 
and qnickened in their Master's service, 
and in view of back-sliders reclaimed, and 
ainntors converted to God. Several Sab- 
biith schools I have assisted in establish- 
Ui^t* ti^^ ke%d hafc been sown that I ^rust 



will spring up untn everlasting life. The 
temperance cause has prospered where I 
have laboured, beyond my most sanguine 
expectations. 1 have also been permitted 
to give the precious Bible to many that 
w*ire destitute. But, on the other hand, 
thousands have listened to my voice who 
exhibited no signs of penitence, and more 
have passed by the very door of the house 
of worship, and would not enter it. On 
every side pf me moral darkness has pre- 
vailed, and there has been no one to point 
out the way of life. When will all our 
waste places bo visited and enlightened by 
the Gospel? 

TRIALS FROM SICKNESS. 

Among our severest trials has been that 
of sickness. We both have suffered much 
since the middle of summer. When the 
diseases of this country sjize upon per- 
sons, it is difficult, in many cases, to re* 
cover health for several weeks and even 
months. I have been able to preach but 
little for the last quarter. The Lord has, 
indeed, laid his hand heavily upon me. It 
was so painful to sit in my house when 
the Sabbath returned, that I ventured out 
to preach while I was too weak and feeble 
for the exertion. But another cause has 
much retarded my recovery. Labour has 
been so scarce that I could not procure 
fire wood and other necessaries for living 
without more exertion than was reasona* 
ble for one so feeble. I might tell a tale 
of real suffering, but I choose to refrain 
from it. Our neighbours have been very 
kind, but some of them, though Wealthy, 
have been little better off than ourselves. 



VALBDICTORT REMARKS. 

This is an important point to be occu- 
pied, as much so as any in the country. 
But it must be occupied by a man of more 
strength than I possess; indeed, I am 
much broken down, even so early in lifb.. 
But I shall ever feel a deep interest in the 
Home Missionary Society, and shall ever 
be ready to co-operate in the great and 
good work of spreading the Gospel. In 
taking leave of the Home Missionary So- 
ciety, I am constrained to bless God, that 
by its aid I have been enabled to publish 
the Gospel to many who would otherwise 
scarcely have thought of the sacredoess of 
the Sabbath, whom 1 hope to meet in hea. 
von. Ifthe repentance of one awakens joy 
in heaven, the repentance of many ought 
to thrill our hearts with rapture. 
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The following ex tracts from mis.'ionnry reports 
are publUhed lor the purpose of dm wing niieii- 
tion to ihe kind of influence whicli uiissionuries 
exert. No sooner does the devoted minitster 
of Christ enter n place, than good is devised, 
schools are projected, the macliiuery of well 
organized society is set in motion, and every 
healthful elemenf of social order is cherished. 
Hovvdiffeient i-' the influence exerted over our 
country by the apostles of a cold, sabbath-less 
scepticism! And who can doubt, that even 
on worldly principles, it is cheaper for our 
country to sustain Gospel institutions than 
to do without them ? 

From Rev, P. S. Clelandy Jeffersonville^ 
Indiana, 

We expect many accessions to our 
number during the present year, and it is 
vastly important that there should be a 
large, active church in this place. My 
congregations are increasing; there seems 
to be a grovi'ing interest in my preaching. 
The Sabbatn school is doing well. We 
have an excellent superintendent, and 
some fine teachers. The school bids fair 
to be very useful in this pluce. I think 
we shall succeed in establishing sonc 
good common schools soon, and ultiinate* 
ly a good male and female academy. The 
church is becoming more systematic in 
its pl.ns of uselulness and benevolenfc ex. 
ertions. Wo are organizing for future ef- 
forts, as I hope, in the cause of Christ. I 
think that the members of the church he 
gin to understand better what are the du- 
ties of Ciiristians. A considerable sum, 
for a feeble church, has been contributed 
to the cause of foreign missions during 
the year. 

The most interesting occurrence dufing 
the last quarter was my ordination and in- 
stallation over this church. Tnis took 
place Nov. 17th. This event has settled 
my mind as to my remaining here. And 
as an intimate and responsible relation has 
benn formed between the church and my. 
self, I hope we shall move on eflSciently 
end harmoniously in the work of the 
Lord. 



From Rev. J. A. Carnahan, Dayton, Ind, 

The past fall and winter, so far, have not 
been without some pleasing events, in the 
midst of 80 many which are discouraging 
to the missionary. God, in his mercy, 



has spared the lives of his people, and has 

added a few to their number of such as we 
hope will be saved. So far as is known 
to your missionary, the people of his 
cha go live in the most perfect harmony. 
Agitating questions have hitherto not af- 
fected u^'. As I have intimated, we have 

j had s mie indications of good among us. 

I An unusual nuuibt-r have attended upon 

' the public preaching in our churches. 

I They have generally been solemn, and 
sometimes exceedingly so. God's people 
have been quickened, and sinners convert- 
ed. Ih the month of October the interest 
appeared more visible in the congrega- 
tion, and has continued less or more sa 
up to this date. 

INTERESTING INCIDENTS. 

Last Sabbath was a communion season 
with us, it was a very interesting day to 
the Church. It devolved on me to per- 
form one of the most solemn and delight- 
ful duties 1 ever performed; it was the 
baptism of an aged man and his wife, 
whose heads ** were blossoming for the 
grave.*' They have recently indulged 
hope in Christ. O, to see these aged sin- 
ners — we trust saved by grace — arise be. 
fore a large concourse of people in the 
house of God, with the tears rolling down 
their furrowed cheeks, and dedicate them- 
selves to God, was enough to make the 
whole church weep with joy ! I shall 
n(!ver forget the scene. They were the 
oldest persons to whom I ever administer, 
ed the ordinance of baptism. 

There are still some in the midst of us 
who are indulging a hope in Christ, but 
have not yet attached themselves to any 
church. There are also a number con- 
cerned about their souls. 

MINISTERS NEEDED IN NORTHERN INDIANA* 

Permit me to say to the Committee of 
the Society, is it not possible for you to 
send us two Missionaries soon ? Tliey 
are greatly needed. Two adjoining coun. 
ties, with a dense population and flou- 
rishing villages, one of them on the Wa- 
bash Canal, are now destitute of Presbyw 
terian ministers — I refer to Car»'oll and 
Clinton counties. It is of great impor- 
tance that thrro should be men here of 
the proper spirit and qualifications; in- 
deed, I might say there is a loud call for 
ministers in all this region of the state. 
None other, in my estimation, has such 
claims upon Domestic Missionary Socie. 
ties, and I hope we shall not be forgotten 
in your sending forth of men. 
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A. BRAND PLUCKED FROM THE BURNING. 

The number added lo our communion 
during ihe year, is fifteen ; ten by U4ler 
and five by profession. One of tho hitter 
had been ond of those ahnost hopeless 
characters, who having fallen into tho 
hands of thd destroyer, are robbed of pro- 
perty, sensibility to the t«'nderesl relations 
of life, character, and all that is valuable 
in this worfd, and whose prospects arc so 
fearftiUy dark for the future. But he hus 
hopefully come to himself, and arisen and 
gone to hid God, and penitt^ntly confessed 
his sJns ; and not only confessed, but lo 
tho acknowledgment of his former com- 
panioiis, forsaken them. Ho feels most 
deeply the absolute necessity of the ** to- 
tal abstinence" principle. Ho has become 
an industrious and sober man, and a con- 
stant attendant upon public worship. Hip 
wife has likewise united with our church, 
and a few Sabbaths since they came for. 
ward, with their two youngest children, to 
have them dedicated to their covenant- 
keeping God. It is truly cheering to see 
them and their children doing their pa/ls 
to cause tho ways of Zion to rejoice, be. 
cause many come to, her solemn feasts. 

GENERAL IMPROVEMENT. 

Some others who had formerly been 
accustomed to attend to the ministrations 
of our communion in older states, hut who 
had almost 4ost the remembrance of the 
Sabbath, and in a great d»?gree the fear of 
the Lord, have began to attend meeting.-.ind 
their sensibility to religious truth is begin- 
ning to be revived. One of this class said 
to me last Siibbath evening, after preach- 
in)!: at his house, ** I shall buck. hunt it 
BO more on the Sabbnih." Many that 
were dedicated to God in infancy, will, 
no doubt, be brought to illustrate the cove- 
nant-keeping mercy of our God, through 
the instrumentality of your Society. 



WISCONSIN TERRITORY. 

Extract of a letter from Milwaukee^ ap- 
pealing for a Minister. 

Our necessities for an able andfaithful 
man of God, one strong in intellect, and 
strong in faith, and also sound in doctrine, 
'are continually increasing. We have a 

food number of Congregationalists and 
resbyteriana, and, 1 think, some devo- 
ted people ; but as yet wo are without 
««lHirch organization. An attempt has 



been made to form one on the Congrega. 
tional Union plan, which, as I understood 
it, means to break down all other denomi- 
national distinctions, and establish one on 
their ruins. This has been proposed and 
advocated by a young clergy nmn from 
western New.\ork, and although he has 
not yet succeeded, you will readily see 
how our people, unsett'ed as they are, 
would be affected by such a subject. We 
apprehend that the longer we delay form- 
ing u church, the more difficulties will 
grow up in the way; but some of us are 
eery desirousof the counsel and assiistance 
of a sound minister of the Gospel to di- 
rect us in that solemn and responsible du- 
ly, and hardly dare attempt it without. 
But this is only one of our wants : we 
have a large and rnipidly increasing popu- 
lation, (at present about 1500,) and while 
this branch of God's heritage is runnitkg 
to waste, the world around us is going on 
in its own chosen way to ruin. Will 
you not try and do something for us? 
We propose to pay our own minister, and 
to jiive such a man as we want what may 
be necessary ; and as our place is one 
among the most important in a moral as 
well as most other points of view, in the 
might It West, we hope, \f possible, such a 
m.jn as we want may be found, and sent 
to us with as little delay as is practicable^ 



ADVANTAGE OP LEARNING TO A MINISTER. 

A fact has recently come to our know- 
ledge, which illustrates, the advantage 
which a learned minister often has over 
the unlearned, in his conflict wirh [tho 
unheliever. A missionary of the A. H. 
M. S. in one of tho western states, at the* 
close of a long discussion with a profes- 
sional gentleman of sceptical sentiments, 
was told by his opponent, ** I could con- 
fute you at once if I had the original 
Scriptures." This was said, doubtless, 
under the vulgar impression that mission, 
aries are an order of ministers of inferior 
attainments, sent out because they are un- 
able to obtain, or unqualified to fill sta- 
tions in the older settlements. But he 
mistook his man. The original Scriptnres 
were soon produced by the missionary, to 
whom the study of them was familiar, 
when, behold, the crest-fallen boaster was 
compelled to acknowledge that ** he could 
not read a word of them." 

The missionary's knowledge in this 
case, as in that of Marty n, when he had 
occasion to appeal to the mathemiitics, 
was called for unexpectedly, and when 
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there was no opportunity for specific pre. 
paration. How many occasions ithere are 
in which the deficiency of euch knowledge 
is set down to the discredit ol" Christianity, 
he only knows who holds his ministers 
bound to be "thoroughly furnished." 

TESTIMONY OP AN INTELLIGENT CLERGYMAN 
RECENTLY SETTLED IN KENTUCKY, 

*I do most sincerely pray that you, dear 
brethren, and the other members of the 
committee, may be strengthened for your 
work, and be abundantly comforted, and 
not be cast down by small things, when 
you are pressing after great things — the 
things of Christ's kingdom — as he mani- 
feslly shows you by his seal and signa- 
ture. Wlio could have thought it possible 
that this great and good work could be 
gainsayed ? The cause of Home Mis- 
sions, as now conducted, I believe — if I 
believe anything — is the cause of God. It 
accords with the plain truths and fucts of 
the Bible ; it sympathises with the pressing 
need of perishing souls ; it is in unison 
with the tirst gush of holy love in the 
converted heart: and composed of such 
elements, and sustained by such a basis, 
it must stand. Go on, and prosper. 



From the application of a Minister in 
Tennessee for aid. 

SHALL HE HAVE HELP ? 

Since my last,! have organized a church 
in the Cherokee Nation, consisting often 
members. 

Although Ibis church is young and 
small, yet it presents an encouraging ap- 
pearance. They are very much united in 
brotherly leve. They believe that their 
strength and hope of success does not 
depend OB number, but alone on the omni- 
potent arm of the eternal Jehovah. They 
are praying Christians; and although 
there is much wickedness and ciitae of 
almost every kind around them, yet I 
hope that God, who is the hearer and an* 
swerer of the prayers of his own dear 
children, will, in answer to their earnest 
supplications, raise up a numerous seed 
here to serve him. 

On the second Sabbath in November we 

bad a sacramental meeting in church. 

We had a very interesting communion. 
Although there were not many conver- 
sions, yet it was a season long to be re- 
membered by the children of God in this 
church. There were two received into the 



communion of the church on exacSifla. 
tion. 

I shall still have to be indebted to your 
benevolent Society for the greater part of 
my support. The field in which I labour 
is one that affords but little pecuniary 
aid to the support of tlie Gospel. The 
church pays me from thirty to fiAy dol- 
lars per annum. I never as yet should 
have received enough to bear my expen* 
ses, had it not been for the kindness of a 
friend who has boarded me and kept my 
horse without charging mo any thing for 
it ; but that friend has moved away, and 
you may judge of my situation. I do 
not wish to leave my present field of la. 
hour; if I should, the people will be kit 
entirely without the means of grace. I 
love the people here, and so far as I can 
learn, they are anxious I should remain 
with them. lam willing to undergo all 
the srlf denial that may Iks necessary, if I 
should be made instrumental, under God, 
in the salvation of the souls of my fellojv 
men. 



From the Rev, Edward B, Emerwn, 
Stoney Creek, Mich, 

My log meeting-house is in the town of 
Augusta, and the members of my congre- 
gation come from Ypsilanti, Augusta, 
Pitt and York, as no other Presbyterian 
minister is located in this field (144 square 
miles; save Br. Wead, of Ypsilanti. My so* 
ciety is small — in its infancy, as must of its 
members have settled here within three 
years. Within three years and a half this 
church has been formed, and now con- 
tains thirty-four members, of whom ono 
chird are males. Since my coming, two 
have been added to tiie church, one of 
them by letter. About fifteen or six- 
teen will join at the next communion, 
one . third of them on examination. 
Of these, several are the fruits of some 
special interest which commenced a month 
ago, and is now increasing. A dozen 
cases exist of very deep seriousness. 
Weekly prayer-meetings are pretty well 
attended in the different neighbourhoods. 
Although there are about one hundred 
families in my parish who have a stronger 
predilection for Presbytorianism than any 
other system, still, as manv have no con* 
veyances, and live at a disisnce, my aver- 
age number of hearers on the S'abbaUi 
amounts to but little over a hundred ; but 
in my meetings in different sections of the 
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Society n%tMj all of them may be seen. 
As to Temperance, nothing hardly has 
been done. A few days since, however, 
I aided in the formation of a society, on 
the principle of total abstinence ; it com. 
menced with about thirty members, and 
others are now joining. It was formed 
for the town of Pitt. I shall try also to 
form one for Augusta soon, and also for 
York; one exists in Ypsilanti, to which a 
large addition has recently been made* 



From Rev, Alvan J^ash, Sandiuky City. 

Although I have no cheering intelli- 
gence of revivals or of conversions to re. 
port, I still must say, to the praise of 
God's goodness, that Zion here has made 
considerable advancement during the 
year, in getting prepared for future pros- 
perity. I did not expect an immediate 
harvest of souls when I came bere. 
Though the field had been occupied by 
labourers at different times, and of diffe^ 
rent denominations, and little fragments 
of churches existed, all was in confusion, 
without any preparation for pure spiritual 
life. There were more professors of re- 
ligion in the place out of the churches 
than in them, and my audience for the 
first half of the year was usually com. 
posed of five denominations— besides 
some •• scattering'* — and we were all 
crowded into a small school-room; but 
during the year our house of worship has 
been completed throughout, with an ex- 
cellent lecture-room, and furnished with 
a large, sweet-toned bell. The Episcopal 
society have finished a lecture.room, and 
obtained a clergyman, and have separated 
from us. A new Methodist society has 
been organized, and has obtained a local 

Sreacher. The old Methodist society 
ave begun to recruit their strength, 
and have a circuit preacher. A few Bap. 
tists remain with us. This separation 
broke up all organized operations for pro. 
moting sacred music ; and we have been 
at work for some time past to organize a 
choir. It divided the Sabbath school ; it 
has led to the distinct operation of socio, 
ties for benevolent objecto, especially 
amongst females. We are now distinct, 
but harmonious, and all the affairs of a 
religious nature have become permanent, 
ly arranged. My audience is quite re- 
spectable for numbers, and attentive ; and 
of late I am happy to know of some cases 
of special seriousness. Our little church 
has become well united, and appear to feel 
VoL IX. 26 



a quickening influence. The way is pre. 
pared externally for the spiritual prospe- 
rity of Zion ; but our unbelief may still 
prevent the effusions of the Holy Spirit, 
though I fain hope tiiero is some earnest 
deslro and fervent prayer that God would 
not longer leave us as ihe '* heath in the 
desert." 

My people seem to be truly mindful of 
their obligations to your Society ; and 
they are not prepared to say yet whether 
they shall be able to get along for ano. 
thor year without some assistance. They 
will do all their circumstances will admit, 
for the church is very desirous to relieve 
your Society altogether, if possible. 



From Rev, Varnum Noyes, Ouilford^ O, 

In reviewing the past year, I can see 
some things which are pleasant, and some 
that are painful. The church in this place 
is gaining in strength and numbers, and 
there has been a more general attendance 
on public worship, than in years past; the 
pastoral relation has been formed ; our 
Sabbath school and Bible classes have been 
increasing in numbers and interest ; yet 
we have not enjoyed the special, reviving 
influences of the Holy Spirit. How much 
of the blame of this state of things restv 
on the head of your missionary, I shall 
not attempt to determine^ I am by no 
means disposed to claim exemption from 
blame in this matter. I have no doubt, 
that I have been delivering the truth of 
the Gospel to my people the past year; 
but I have not always spoken ** as a dying 
man to dying men.** 

SEED SOWN. 

In my labours the past year» it has been 
a prominent object with me to enlist my 
people in benevolent objects, the obser« 
Vance of the Christian Sabbath, the month* 
ly concert of prayer, &c. In these things 
I have not laboured in vain. Although 
this church is small, we have raised the 
past year sixty dollars for benevolent oh. 
jects, and there are twelve or fifleen dolt 
lars more subscribed that have not as yet 
been paid. 

I have also been instrumental in form* 
ing a parish library, containing about fifty 
interesting volumes, which promises to he 
useful to the congregation. 

For the first lime, we have resolved te 
continue our Sabbath school through the 
winter. The number of scholars in the 
Sabbath school is not so great as in the 
sunmier, but the number in the Bible claas 
much greater. We have three Bible clast^ 
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es, containing about twelve members 
each, which recite during the intermission 
on the Sabbath. 

A CASE NOT UNCOMMON. 

A few^ days since I received a message 
to visit a siclt woman. Although the day 
was very cold and stormy, and the dis- 
tance considerable, I hastily repaired to 
the place of her residence, expecting to 
find her in great distress an^ anxiety 
about her soul ; but, instead of this, I 
found her anxious merely to be baptized^ 
and receive the Lord's supper. O how 
much popery there is in the world ! 
I told the woman that ordinances would 
not save her without repentance, and la- 
boured to direct her mind to her sinful- 
ness. Alas, I fear that the judgment will 
show that vast multitudes have depended 
on ordinances to save them. I have vi- 
sited this woman a number of times since, 
and although she entertains some hope, 
and makes many good resolutions, I fear 
that they will all be forgotten if she reco- 
vers her health. 



NEW-YORK. 

From Rev. Samuel Manning, Mason- 
vilUj New.York, 

EVILS ARISING FROM AN UNSETTl E D MIN" 
ISTRY. 

It is a great evil among many of the 
churches in this vicinity, that instead of 
taking measures to secure the labours of a 
pastor, they depend on occasional sup- 
plies ; having a minister sometimes for a 
few months, and sometimes for a longer 
period. 

Among the evils resulting from this 
course are the following : — 

1st. The people are indifferent to the 
subject of religion and the means of grace, 
unless there is something to gratify the 
thirst for novelty — a new voice, man- 
ner of addresSf or new movements. 

2. Ministers, who expect to spend but 
a few months in a place, are strongly 
tempted to make use of unwarrantable 
measures to promote the cause, and to en- 
courage people to take up hopes, and in- 
troiiuce them into the church with little 
opportunity t)f testing the soundness of 
their hopes, and hence there have been 
glowing descriptions of good done, when 
it has been found, by subsequent observa. 
tion, that the cause of religion, instead of 
being strengthened, had been absolutely 
depressed. 

8. This course is generally attended by 

a great neglect of doctrinal instruction, 

in any thing like a connected or systema- 

. tic order ; and hence a great degree of in- 



difiference to tlie subject of dbcirinal va- 
struetion, if not actual opposition to tb«" 
doctrines f grace anno ng those who pro- 
fess religon. And the consequence is, 
some churches are so divi<kd in sentiment, 
that they cannot co-operate together. 



MISSIONARY TRIALS. 

•* Brethren^ pray for «».*' 

We select the foHowing from numerous 
cases, showing that the Domestic as well as 
the Foreign Missionary has great obstacles to 
encounter. 

I feel that I am on missionary ground. 
This part of the field, ^tis true, lies in my 
native country, yet to the shame of the 
religious community, it lies uncultivated. 
It is even more neglected than many fo. 
reign fields ; and in additipn to this, and 
what renders it more difficult for the la- 
bourer, an attempt at cultivation has been 
made by unskillful hands, of which the 
enemy has taken advantage, and has been, 
for several years past, sowing tares ; in- 
somuch that there seems but little room 
for the' good seed. 

I am alone. While the foreign mission, 
aries go forth *' two and two," — in my rfc- 
liberations, in my plans and purposes, I 
am alone. In the execution of these plans^ 
and in the midst of a wide spread desola- 
tion, I am emphatically alone. For 
months together I see no brother with 
whom I can take sweet counsel. But 
stop ! " lo," a voice from the Saviour, " I 
am with you always, even unto the end 
of the world." My heart then must not 
faint, nor my hands grow weak. I will 
again ply the oar, if, pek'adventure, these 
thousands of souls may yet be rescued 
from the vortex of ruin, to which Satan 
seems to be fast hurrying them. But un- 
belief still says, what can you do alone ? 
Then I cry to the Lord of the harvest, 
** send forth more labourers into thisvine- 
yard." We want missionary stations here, 
as on foreign missionary ground. Bat 
they must be sustained ; and will the 
churches not do it ? 

1.^ On the authority of , EiSq.f 

who has resided five years at one of my 
preaching stations, in a circumference of 
ten miles in diameter, nine out of ten 
cannot read. Nine tenths of the adult po. 
pulation^ are unable to read the Book of 
God, and of course know nothing of its 
precious contents, but as interpreted, not 
unfrequently, in support of some human 
system of theology, by which party pre- 
judice and unholy feeling^ are •itber 
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venerated or itrengthened. In an adjoin, 
mg county, in a settlement where God 
has opened to me a door of usefulness, 
mj first appointment, which was made at 
the call and earnest request of the inha- 
bitants, was at the house of the principal 
and oldest man, and first settler, who had 
been on the ground 28 years, and given 
character to the neighbourhood. Having 
(not without design) left my bible, I 
called for one, but as some attempt at eva- 
sion appeared, I commenced divine ser- 
vice by«ainging, and then, in the hearing 
of the congregation, made a second ap- 
plication for a "bible, when, after some 
search, a fragment of the Old Testament 
was discovered, which the venerable pa. 
triarch brought with him, near half a cen- 
tury since, from Ireland ; but, by the way, 
it did not contain ray text. However, 
knowing the chapter and verse, I repeated 
it as from the old book, enjoining my hear- 
ers, each to take his bible and look it out 
immediately afler meeting, which I was 
aware by one family could not be done ; 
probably, it could not by several. The 
consequence has been an inquiry for bibles, 
and a desire to purchase ; but none could 
be obtained, except a borrowed one for the 
next meeting. In another settlement no 
bible could be obtained short of the third 
family te which application wets made ; 
in short, only two of the thirteen town- 
ships of this county have ever bden sup- 
plied with bibles. Somo scattering ones 
have found their way into other townships. 
Said, I to a man labouring for me, who 
lives three miles out of town, how many 
in your settlement eannot read ? None 
can read well, was the reply. In doing 
business with town and county officers, 
many in this county are under the neces- 
sity of making their ** mark," because 
unable to write their own names. 

2. Prejudice, the offspring of ignorance, 
calls loudly for enlightened clergymen. 

3. Indolence : probably not half the 
amount of labour is performed here as in 
the north and east. 

4. Ardent spirits : scarce the first rays 
of light on this subject have as yet reach, 
ed us here. Whiskey is a common drink. 
I have not seen so much intemperance 
0ince I lefl the place where I was educa- 
ted, as during the three months of my la- 
bour in this town. 

All that poverty and wretchedness, 
which may be expected to result from the 
foregoing, proves that it is the duty of 
churches and ministers to awake to res- 
cue our own country from the deadly 
grasp of heathenism. 

But we want ministers who possess, in 



addition to the usual qDalifications, 1. A 
strong constitution. 2. They must be 
off-handed men ; using notes would ruin 
the cause. 3. They must come unem- 
barrassed by debts contracted for their 
education. You may as well expect a fo- 
reign missionary to refund his loans to 
the Education Society, as a missionary in 
the dark regions. 



From a Missionary in Wisconsin Ter, 

The following, from a place 'which is so 
new that our readers would search for it in 
vain on the most recent maps, shows the dif- 
ficulties that the people, as well as miniscers, 
have to encounter in the beginning of their 
settlements. Is it not evident that such pla- 
ces must receive help from abroad ? 

In every place we are compelled to as- 
semble in small private dwellings, for the 
want of better accommodations, there not 
being even a school-house for our con- 
venience. Last Sabbath, the meeting 

was held at P , and though the 

congregation did not much exceed sixty, 
still some went home for'want of room. 

No church has yet been constituted. 
Those who wish to unite in it are scatter- 
ed, and strangers to each other, and wish 
time to become acquainted. This is slow 
business, as most of them have no team 
but oxen, and some have no mode of con- 
veyance. Imagine tha father of a family 
yoking his oxen early on Sabbath morn, 
ing, wrapping his wife and several chil. 
dren in blankets, seating them upon a pile 
of hay thrown upon a sled, and then 
driving several miles through prairie and 
timber, on a road but little beaten, with 
the snow twenty inches deep, while the 
mercury stands at zero ; while some wo. 
men walk nearly two^niles, that they may 
unite with a few who lovo Jesus, in prais- 
ing his name, — and you will have some 
idea of the manner in which our congre- 
gation is collected. 

Prayer-meetings are more or less regu- 
larly attended at the places of preaching, 
and at two other neighbourhoods. At one 
place only three families can attend. I 
think there is a growing interest on the 
subject of religion at Pike, and on the 
head waters of Pike — especially at the 
latter place. Meetings are solemn and 
well attended, and Christians appear to be 
revived and encouraged. Our only hope 
is in God in every case, and our present 
circumstances, I trust, lead us to feel it 
deeply. Brethren, pray for us. We shall 
attend to the monthly concert, Sabbath 
schools, &c., as soon as practicable. 
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THE HOME MISSIONARY. 



Appointments by the Executive Committee of the A. H. M. S.ffrom January 
Ibth, to February Iblh, 1837. 



Missionaries not in Commission last year. 
K«T. R. McCartee, D. D., Port Carbon, Pa. 
Rev. D. Wftghbufo, Enfield, N. Y. 
Rev. Seth Williston, Kirkland, N. Y. 
Rev. TertiuB Reynolds, Essex, N. Y. 
Rev. B. B. Juds.m, Rup^Ses, O. 
Rev. Randolph Stone, Willoughby, O. 
Rev. Joseph Merriam, Randolph, O. 
Rev. Simeon Salisbury, Center Ch., Jefferton co., 
Ind. 

Re-appointments. 

Rev. Joseph McCpoI, Potlsville, Pa. 

Rev. John Patton, West Ch., Philadelphia, Fa. 

Rev. S. G. Lowrey, Ajrent, Indiana. 

Rev. E. J. Chnpmiin, 2d Ch., Sullivan, N. Y. 

Rev. James Griffith, Welch Ch., Utica, N. Y. 



Rev. A. T. Norton, Grigjrsville and_ Pittsfirid, DL 

Rev. N. C. Clark, Big and Little Woodt, lU. 

Rev. O. C. Thompson, St. Clair, Mich. 

Rev. W. A. Mct'ampbell, Hopewell, Ten. 

Rev. P. S. Cleland, JeffersonviUe, Ind. 

Rev. H. S. Colton, Long Grove, HI. 

Rev. John Keycs, Newburgh. O. 

Rev. Ira Smith, Ashtabula, O. 

Rev. Wm. Sadd, Avon, O. 

Rev. Abijah Blanchard, Greenfield} O. 

Rev. Azor Smith, Litchfield, O. 

Rev. D. Beers, Greenport, L. I. « . », — 

Rev. J. Mnrr, Beanisville and Fertv^roileCrMK, U.C. 

Rev. Nathaniel Hood, Newport, Ten. 

Rev. S. Newbury, Peru, Ind. 

Rev. Peter (-roclcer, Richmond^ Ind. 

Rev. iSilas Woodbury, Kalamazoo, Mich* 

Rev. J, F. Cowan, Potosi, &lo. 



The Treasurer of the American Home Missionary Society acknowledges the 
receipt of the following sums, from January Ibth, to February Ibth, 1837. 



MASSACHUSETTS— 

Amherst, Rev. Heman Humphrey, D. D. 
g Lee, cult., 84 ; Ann. sub., 5 ; Mon. con. 
.coll.,li, 
Friend to Ifome Missions, 
CONNECTICUT— 

' Hartford, in partof leeacy of thelate Nor- 
man Smith, bv F. Perkins, Executor, 
fitonington. Ladies, by Rev. P. H. Shaw, 
4 ; Fern. Miss. Soc, 18 ; Juvenile Miss. 
Soc, 2, 
Vernon, legacy of the late Jacob Talcott, 



by Ailyn Kellogg, Executor, 
W-YORK- 



Baih, legacy of the late C. Hurlburt, by 

W. W. M'Cay, Esq., 
Coventry, First Cong*]. Cb., per Rev. E. 

Whitney, 
Jamaica, L. L, Presb. Ch., Mon. con. 

coll., 
Newfield, coll., by Rev. A. Lilly, 
JVVw- York City, viz : 
^Uen-st CH., 

Bleecker-sL Cft., Mon. eon. coll., 
Control Ch., coU., by S. M Blatchford, 
First Fres Ch., coll. and sub., in part, 
Mereer-st. Ch., Mon. con. coll, 
Spring-gt. Ch., coll., by S. B. Halliday, 

BoyaVton, First Cong'l. Ch., by Rev. A. 

Ingersoll, 
Troy, Eliphalot Wickes, Esq., annual do- 
nation, 
NEW-JERSEY— 
Lyons Farms, N. J., coll. at Prayer Meet- 
ing, by H. Meeker, 
JVevorAjViz ; 
First Presb. Ch.. subscription in part, 
Second « •• '^ 

Third •* " " 

Newton, Fem. Home Miss. Soc, by Miss 
Nancy Howell, Tr., „ _ 

South Orange, Mon. con. coll., by H. 
Doolittle, 
VIRGINIA— 
Draper's Valley, An individual, by Rev. 
G. Painter, 
GEORGIA— _. ^ 

A friend, by O. R. Kingsbury, 
OHIO— 

Piketon, Rev. G. C. Beaman, donation, 
ILLINOIS- 

By Rev. J. C. Campbell, 
WISCONSIN TERRITORY— 

Milwalkie, Mon. con. colL, by S. Hinman, 
UPPER CANADA— 
St. Catherines, Mon. eon. coll., 
A Friend to the Redeemer, by Rev. J. 
Leavitt, 
HOME MISSIONARY, 
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Receipts of (he Western .Agency at Geneva, JV. F- 
from Jan. 12tA, uTFeb. IZth, 1837. 
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Bristol, 

Canandaigna, Th. coll^ 
Covington, by Rev. £. Scovell, 
Darien Center. 

EastBIoomfield, Anson Munson, 20 ; Her- 
man Bates, 20: Ira Pixley. 10 ; D. Rice, 

5 ; J. Adams, 5 ; D. Tomlinson, 5 ; M. 

Adams, 4; U. Park^3; T. Ganse, 3; 

S. Peck, 3: C. Pomeroy, 2 50; G. 

Rice, 2" 17 ; M. Fairrhild, 2 ; D. Lyon, 

2; G. North, 1 ; Emily Munson, I; J. 

B. Friend, 50 ; Wm. Munson, 50; 

A. Adams, 75 ; Mrs. ParkB, 50: V. 

Dudley, 25; F. Beobe.O 50; Ladies, 

8, 
East Palmyra, 
Gainesville, 

Geneva, F. W. Cruttenden, 
Hector, Ladies, 12; others, 8, 
Jasper, 
Junius, 
LakeviUe, 
Livbnia, 
Mead's Creek, 
Orangeville, 
Ovid, Dr. Reuben 8. Brown, to loatun a 

Missionary, 
Palmyra, Dea. S. Handy, 
Pembroke, 
Perry Center, 
Pittsford, 
Richmond, 
Rochester, viz : 

First Presb. Ch, Gen. Gould, 25 ; Frede- 
rick Starr, 20, 
Brick Ch., N. B. Herrick, 10 ; T. Allen 

5 ; O. Hastings, 6 ; A. Kolsey, 5 ; J. W. 

Sibley, 2 : others, 16 75, 
Bethel Ch., P. Smith, 10 ; S. D. Porter, 10 ; 

G. A. Avery, 5 ; Mrs. Thurber, 5 ; Mr. 

Moore, 50, _, 

Free Co^j'i' C»., A. W. BUey, 30; 

others, 20, 
Romulus, _^ 

Seneca Falls, John G. Gray, 10 ; D. W. 

Forman, 10: Dr. J. K. Brown, 10; tt 

M'AUister, 10; Miss Walker, 2; R. 

Palmer and others, 3, 
Sweden, 
Trumanshargh, Dea. J. Horton, 10; 

oth<»r8, 32; _ 

Victor, N«than Jenks. 10 ; Harvey Hart, 

5 ; Wm. Bushnell. 5 ; S. T. HoUister, 3 ; 

Asa Root, 2 ; S. Talmadge, 1 ; L. Root, 

1; F. Hwt, 1; W. WeBs,0 50; Mrs. 

Hickoz, 25; H. Mosher, 50; L. 

Mosher, 25; others, 11 00, 
Vienna, 
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AMERICAN PASTOR'S JOURNAL, 



«KBTCHIi OF RIAL 



OR, 
OHARAOTBRS, CONVERSATIONS, AND BTRUONO FACTS, FURNUHKD 
CHIEFLr BY CLERGYMEN. 



THE swearer's PRAYER ANSWERED. 

Mr. E was born in — — county. 

New- York, and was one of four or five 
heirs to a large estate, which came into 
their hands a few years since. Within 
the period of four or five years, Mr. 
E , by habits of dissipation, squan- 
dered away about fifleen thousand dol- 
lars, and became a poor and miserable 
man. He had an intelligent and amia- 
ble wife, and two children, who often 
suffered much in consequence of his 
dissolute habits. He trampled under 
foot the holy Sabbath, and religious 
institutions; he drank deep from the 
intoxicating bowl; he spent much time 
and money at the gambling table, and 
his pTofaneness was to uncommon and 
i^near<A/^, that ordinary swearers were 
shocked at his horrid oaths. 

Not long since, he removed to the 
** far West," where he continued to in- 
dulge his habits of dissipation, as far as 
his means would allow. Upon one oc- 
casion, as he was returning from a 
Deiffhbouring settlement, on one of the 
coldest winter evenings, he drank so 
freely, that he became almost insensi- 
ble, fell into a stream of water, and- but 
for timely aid that was rendered, would 
unquestionably soon have perished. — 
This circumstance so far palsied his 
frame, that he was unable to perform 
any labour for several weeks. 

He was possessed of a violent and 
irascible temper, and was famed for his 
harshness and cruelty to horses and 
cattle. About four weeks previous to 
his melancholy death, he procured a 
large ox goad, and fastened into one 
end of it a spur, with which to punch 
and lacerate his cattle. His brother 
and other members of the family remon- 
-strated against such cruelty, but he was 



not to be shaken from his purpose. 
On the following day, as he was ready 
to use his goad, he discovered that 
some one had broken ofif the spur, upon 
which he became very much enraged, 
uttering the most profane expressions 
and blasphemous oaths, regardless of 
the remonstrances of his family and 
some neighbours who happened to be 
present. Mr. E-^^— exclaimed, **If 1 
ever drive that team again, may God 
Almighty send a thunder bolt, and kill 
me instantly !'* Nearly four weeks 
after this event, during the first storm 
that occurred, accompanied with thun- 
der and lightning, as he was driving 
•^ that team," his prayer was answered, 
for God Almighty sent a bolt, which 
killed him and one of his oxen instantly, 
who fell upon their faces, and lay side 
by side, until, a little while after, they 
were discovered by the family. 

<< As the fishes that are taiken in an 
evil net, and as the birds that are 
caught in the snare; so are the sons of 
men snared in an evil time, when it 
falleth suddenly upon them." 

A Pastor. 



<• I mean to be better. ' 

Mr. W., in the town of , (among 

the first visited with a special outpour- 
ing of the Spirit, in the fall of 1830 and 
the winter following,) was the son of 
professedly pious parents. He left the 
home of his childhood at an early age, 
and settled where he now resides, about 
twenty years since, when the country 
was just opening, and presented an 
inviting field for the industrious and 
enterprising. From the time of hif 
leaving the parental roof, he began to 
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form habits contrary to the principles 
of Christianity, and to embrace senti- 
ments at war witli its doctrines. He 
was professedly a Universalist. 

One day, when the minister of the 
place, in the course of his sermon, al- 
luded to the excessive labours, and 
exposures, and trials, and sufferings of 
Paul, he drew the inference, that Paul 
must have been guilty of extreme folly, 
thus to have done and sufiered, if all 
men were to be, at all events, finally 
saved. Common as was the truth, and 
gimple the inference, directed by the 
Divine Spirit, they made a deep im- 
pression on his mind. Such were his 
feelings, that, on leaving the sanctuary 
in company with an intimate friend, on 
his way home he remarked : — *« If these 
things are so, it is time for you and me 
to be living different lives. Our con- 
dition is critical, it is dangerous and 
alarming." But, like multitudes who 
know and acknowledge their danger, 
he took no measures for immediate es- 
cape. Soon after this, Mr. — — visited 
the village where he resided, and 
preached the celebrated sermon to 
which tens of thousands have listened 
with intense interest, from the text, 
•' The wages of sin is death." To this 
Mr. W. also listened, and while he 
heard he trembled, for his last hope 
of salvation arising from hia former 
belief was torn away. He was trou- 
bled. His soul was in bitter agony, 
and his fearless and earnest inquiry 
was, '* What must 1 do to be saved ?" 
His case was looked upon with anxiety 
by many Christians, and he was made 
a special subject of their prayers. 
After a short period, he was visited by 
the minister of the parish, who solicited 
from him an honest disclosure of the 
existing state of his mind. He unhesi- 
tatingly replied in the following sen- 
timents : — ** 1 have," said he, *- been 
deeply concerned for my soul. I am 
conscious of having been a ffreat sin- 
ner. I deserve punishment, mstead of 
mercy, at the hand of God. When 1 
look back and see, not how I have 
neglected religion, but how 1 have op- 
posed and ridiculed it, and derided those 
who professed it, I confess, that I am 
now the wonder of God's patience and 
forbearance. But God has kindly open- 
ed my eyei to see my sins and my de- 



serts; and now, for a short time, I have 
been lees concerned, and less fearful. 
I'he burden that pressed me down, is 
removed. 1 have come to the resolu- 
tion to be different. 1 mean to be better. 
I shall change my habits. 1 shall re- 
frain from those sins T have heretofore 
committed. I intend to walk no more 
in those wicked ways which I have 
formerly trod. 1 design to attend on 
the means of grace, and put myself in 
the way of religion ; and 1 think, by fol- 
lowing out this plan, I shall become 
better, and shall soon have the eyidence 
that God has forgiven me, and that I 
shall be accepted. These resolutions 
have led me to dismiss anxiety; and in 
the performance of the duties proposed, 
1 expect to find safety." When be 
had thus stated his views, he requested 
his friend to tell him, plainly, what he 
thought of his case, whether he was or 
was not pursuing that course which 
was best calculated to terminate in the 
salvation of his soul. To this interro- 
gation he received the following reply : 
**I expect," said his minister, *« to give 
an account of the opinions, together 
with the spirit in which they are given 
at the judgment-seat of Christ. With 
the expectations I have of meeting 
you there, and of your being witness to 
my faithfulness or unfaithfulness, I am 
constrained to say, that I conceive you 
to be in the greatest possible danger ; 
and, instead of commending, I am com- 
pelled to condemn your course. The 
resolutions you have formed, do not 
appear to have originated in any degree 
of reliance or dependence on God. So 
far as can be seen, you are relying on 
your own strength. The plan you 
propose, if pursued, will only consti- 
tute you a self-righteous man. You 
evidently intend to purchase God's fa- 
vour ajid forgiveness by your reforma- 
tion, when Christ expressly declares, 
that 'except your righteousness ex- 
ceeds the righteousness of the Scribes 
and Pharisees, ye can in no wise enter 
into the kingdom of heaven.* Such 
experiments upon God's mercy are dan- 
gerous and ruinous." The minister 
then pointed out to him the true na- 
ture of evangelical penitence and faith. 
With this view of his case, and me- 
thod of treating it, he was disappointed; 
but with his disappointment there wai 
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the return of pungent conviction, anxie- 
ty, and alarm. He was strongly agi- 
tated, but acknowledg^ed his error and 
danger. It can easily be conceived, 
that in the mind of one of his habits of 
open opposition to Christianity, there 
would be a struggle. The Spirit on 
one side was convincing him, reproving 
bim, and leading him into the truth ; 
the world and Satan, on the other, were 
exciting the enmity of his natural heart 
to rebel. To become a Christian, he 
must do what Solomon counted next 
to impossible ; he must learn to do well, 
though he had been accustomed to do 
evil. Like the Samaritan lepers, if he 
remained where he was, he must die ; 
if he returned to his former habits, it 
would be no better; Jesus Christ was 
the only alternative : coming to him, re- 
peating, submitting might be his safety. 
But this was Md duty, saved or not ; it 
was his last resort : and how often is 
the sinner's extremity God's opportu- 
nity. In this frame of mind, when his 
circumstances were most critical, his 
minister committed his soul to the mer- 
cy seat in fervent prayer, and left him 
in the presence of a weeping family, 
and of his Maker, to believe and Hve, 
or disbelieve and die. Oh, how import- 
ant the moment! His destiny for 
Heaven or Hell was probably to be 
decided now ! Grace prevailed. The 
harps of Heaven were struck with notes 
of joy, at the repenting, returning pro- 
digal. But a few hours had elapsed, 
before he who had been made the sub- 
ject of special grace, was seen going 
from house to house, and, in the lan- 
guage of the Psalmist, saymg, " Come 
and hear, all ye that fear God, and I 
will declare what he has done for my 
8oul." Oflen has he been beard to 
say, « O, if my condition had not then 
been faithfully told me, I should have 
been a self-righteous Pharisee, attempt- 
ing to bribe God with outward reforma- 
.tion, while I had been slighting my 
blessed Saviour, and refusing the kind 
and merciful offers of pardon and re- 
demption through his atoning blood." 



ONE TBING IS NEEDrUL. 

" My earnest and only desire is to 
depart and be with Jesus. Jesus is so 



precious to my soul ; I can give up my 
husband and my child, and all my earth- 
ly prospects, for I long to be with my 
beloved Saviour. 1 am a poor sinner ; 
but Jesus is my hope, and 1 long to be 
in his presence, and to sing his praise 
in heaven. (J how much he is doing 
for my soul." Such is the language of 
triumph, which, as a pastor, I have 
heard from a dying Christian. 

Again, I have been called to witness 
the departure of souls for eternity, 
in an unbelieving, stupid, impenitent 
state. My heart has ached in view of 
their condition, and I have said to my- 
self in meditation, and to Jesus in 
prayer, O that they might be brought 
to feel their lost condition as sinners, 
and to trust in the precious Saviour. 

My brother, 1 have looked upon these 
scenes and received instruction : I will 
tell you what it is. It is this: How few 
truths are necessary for a dying man. 
Take the first cose ; " I am a poor sin- 
ner, but Jesus is my precious Saviour. 
How I long to be with Jesus." Take 
the case of the dying stupid sinner, 
and what pastor's heart would not leap 
for joyi could he but be instrumental 
in bringing him to feel that he was a 
lost sinner, and to trust alone in Christ 
for salvation .'' 

Now I have no disposition to impugn 
systems of theology, nor will I trust 
myself to remark on the controversies 
of the present day, between different 
denominations, or individuals of the 
same denomination ; but I wish to call 
the attention of my brethren, whom 
God has put into the ministry of recon- 
cihation, to this one fact, how few truths, 
are necessar*yy and how little do these 
few need refining for a dying man. " I 
am a poor lost sinner, and all my hope 
is Jesus Christ; he is precious to my 
smil. I long to go and dwell with 
Jesus.** Do we not give such a soul 
the parting hand, with the cheering^ 
hope of meeting it in heaven ^ 

It it unnecessary for me to enlarge. 
All who will be profited by the sugges- 
tion, are able to make their own reflec- 
tion. And may the writer, and all to 
whom is committed the ministry of re- 
conciliation, go forward in our work, 
with the full conviction ever resting 
upon our minds, that all our fellow-men 
must die, and in that solemn hour, they 
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^f ill need notbing so much as to realize 

THEIR LOST CONDITION AS SINNERS, AND 

A GOOD HOPE IN JESUS CHRIST. Here 
is an ample field for all our energies, 
and all our thoughts, and all our pray- 
ers. 



GLEANINGS OF THE SEVENTEENTH 
CENTURY. 

Revival in Ireland, county of Antrim. 

" There was a solemn and great work 
of God, which was in the church of 
Ireland about the year one thousand six 
hundred and twenty-eight, and some 
years thereafter, which was a bright 
and hot sun- blink of the gospel; yea, 
may with sobriety be said to have 
been one of the largest manifestations 
of the Spirit, and of the most solemn 
times of the down-pouring thereof, that 
almost since the days of the apostles 
hath been seen ; where the power of 
God did sensibly accompany the word 
with an unusual motion upon the hear- 
ers, and a very great tack* as to the 
conversion of souls to Christ. The 
goings of the Lord then full of majesty, 
and the shout of a king was heard in 
the solemn meetings of his people, that, 
as a judicious old Christian, who was 
there present, did express it, he thought 
it was like a dazzhng beam and ray of 
God, with such an unusual brightness, 
as even forced bystanders to an asto- 
nishment ; a very effectual door opened, 
with more than ordinary enlargement, 
which the ministers of Christ there 
did find in the preaching the word, 
whilst the people might be seen hear- 
ing the same in a melting frame, with 
much tenderness of spirit ; surely this 
WAS the very power of God, a con- 
vincing seal to the truth and ministry 
of his servants, who were then perse- 
cuted ; yea, a thing which, as it was 
known, had an awful impression, and 
was a terror to their adversaries. I 
remember amongst other passages, 
what H worthy Christian told me, how 
Bometimes in hearing the word, such a 
power and evidence of the Lord's pre- 
sence was with it, that he hath been 
fi>f€ed to rise, and look through the 

* A Scoti word for a draught of fiihet. 



church, and see what the people werd 
doing, thinking from what he felt in his 
own spirit, it was a wonder how any 
could go away without some change 
upon them. And then it was sweet 
and easy for Christians to come thirty 
or forty miles to these solemn commu- 
nions which they had, and there con- 
tinue from the time they came, until 
they returned, without wearying, or 
making use of sleep, yea, but little 
either meat or drink, and, as some of 
them professed, did not feel the need 
thereof, but went away most fresh and 
vigorous, their souls so filled with a 
sense of God. 

* There were nine or ten parishes 
within the bounds of twenty miles or 
little more, wherein there were godly 
and able ministers, who kept a society 
together, and every one of these had 
the communion twice a year, and that 
at different times, and had two or three 
of the neighbouring ministers to help 
thereat; and most part of the religioui 
people used to resort to the commu- 
nions of the rest of the parishes; and 
most of all the ministers of these pa- 
rishes used ordinarily to meet the first 
Friday of every month at Antrim, 
where was a great and good congrega- 
tion : and that day was spent in fastmg 
and prayer and public preaching : com- 
monly two preached every forenoon, 
and two in the afternoon. We used 
to come together the Thursday's night 
before, and stayed the Friday's night 
after; and consulted about such things 
as concerned the carrying on of the 
work of God ; and these meetings 
among ourselves, were sometimes as 
profitable as either presbyteries or 
synods ; and out of these nine parishes, 
and some others also, such as laid reli- 
gion to heart, used to convene to these^ 
meetings, especially out of the Six-mile- 
water, which was nearest to hand, and 
where was the greatest number of re- 
ligious people. 

<< In those days it was no great diffi- 
culty for a minister to preach or pray 
in public or private, such was the hun- 
ger of the hearers ; and it was hard to 
judge whether there was more of the 
Lord's presence in the public or private 
meetings." 
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Go, Preach the Gospel Mark zvi 15. 

How shall they preach except they be sent?.. ,Rom* x. 15. 
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CORRESPONDENCE OF THE A. H. M. S. 



A PLEA FOR INDIANA. 
lU comparative importance. 

We have been more than once reminded by 
our missionaries and others in Indiana, that 
the comparative importance and claims of that 
state seem not to have been duly appreciated by 
the friends of Home Missions, and of other 
benevolent operations for the advancement of 
education and religion in the west We do not 
Ael conscious of any intentional neglect or par- 
tiality in regard to this or any other portion of 
the great field on which we have been called to 
act as the organs of the A. H. M. Society. If, 
firom any circumstances, whether within our 
control or not, the state of Indiana has received 
less of the attention of this Society, or of the 
sympathy and aid of the religious public, than 
its comparative importance has demanded, we 
take pleasure in allowing our correspondentsi 
who entertain this impression, the free use of 
our pages, to correct the error, and suggest the 
proper remedy. We invite them to exhibit 
facts, and urge the too much neglected claims 
of that interesting state, assuring them that we 
are no leas willing to give publicity to their 
warm-hearted appeals, than to those which 
reach us from any other portion of the great 
field. The fiu;t that we have devoted less 
space to the publication of correspondence 
firom that state, than to that firom Illinois, may 
be accounted for, by presuming that our friends 
in the latter have been more bountiful in fur- 
nishing materials. We are gratified, therefore, 
with the reception of the letter from which we 
have taken the extract below. Though not ia- 
tended fi>r publication, the facts and sugges- 
tions which it contains, will, it is presumed, 
justify this use of them, to excite a due at- 
tention to the object they have in view ; and 
we invite our correspondent to continue his 
conmumications on the same subject. A can- 
did exhibition of &cts will not fail to produce 

Vol,. IX. 27 



the desired efiect; and the noble state for which 
the writer has now commenced his appeal, will 
soon enjoy its full share of the public sympathy 
and aid. For the present, in compliance with 
his request, we withhold the writer's name, and 
give a portion of his remarks, as follows, viz. : 

Feb, 8, 1837. 

I do not suppose that you have any 
intention of bestowing more of your care 
upon any one portion of the vast territory 
occupied by your Society, than its relative 
importance demands; but I have some 
reason to think that circumstances have 
thrown Indiana very much in the back 
ground. When selecting matter for the 
** Home Missionary,** your interest in the 
scenes and the brethren of your acquaint, 
ance in Illinois, may possibly have led 
you to give that state an undue pre-eroi. 
nence ; or, I would rather say, a want of 
the same acquaintance with Indiana, may 
have prevented its having that prominence 
in your publications which it deserves. I 
notice by an examination of your periodi. 
cal from its commencement to this time, 
(with the exception of four numbers which 
are wanting in my library,) that about 
sixty-six pages have been devoted to In. 
diana, and about one hundred and fifly to 
Illinois. Other papers depend on yours 
for intelligence in this department. They 
must of course conclude that you regard 
Illinois more important than liidiana. I 
do not suppose that these are the only 
reasons why our state has been neglected. 
Other causes have been in operation ; and 
they have been, to a certain extent, be. 
yond your control. You may not have 
had suitable communications from the 
brethren in Indiana for publication. May 
it not have been because you have not 
visited us, and in personal conference 
stirred us up to duty in this respect ? 

Perhaps it may be ssid that Illinois is, 
in fact, the more important state. This 
can only be shown by a comparison of 
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these states in those things which eonsti- 
tute their importance as fields of mission, 
ar/ labours, — such as their present and 
prospective population, their moral and 
religious character, and their future influ. 
ence upon the surrounding states and the 
world. I cannot now enter upon an ex- 
tended examination of these points. A 
few remarks upon each will suffice. 

1st. Population, The following table 
will show all that is certaili on this point. 
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The estimate of population in 1837, is 
from gentlemen who are worthy of con. 
fidence, and who have the best means of 
luiowing. 

It is thought by those who are acquaint, 
ed with both states, that Indiana, though 
only two thirds as large, is capable of sus- 
taining a population as large as Illinois. 
On the score of population, then, it is now 
the more important by one third. 

2. Character of the people. From all 
that I can learn, the states are upon an 
equal footing on. this point. There are a 
ftw of the. pious in Illinois^ who are more 
liberal and wealthy than can be found in 
Indiana. But I have yet to learn that the 
eburehea, u a body, are either more able 



or willing to sustain their ministers, or 
to contribute to the aid of other institu. 
tions, than those of Indiana. Indiana has 
always- had the name of being the hardest 
field to cultivate, and there are abundant 
reasons why our missionaries need as 
much aid as in the other state, with equal 
effort on the part of the churchen. 

3. As to future influence upon the sister 
states and the world, I know of no reason 
why Indiana is inferior. Its soil is as fer. 
tile, its water privileges as fair, the en- 
terprise of its inhalHtants is as great, 
then: habits of industry are not surpassed 
in the West, A spirit of improvement is 
in operation, as is seen in the fact that we 
have now in progress 1300 miles of ca. 
nals, raiKroads, and M*Adamized roads, 
250 miles of which are now under con- 
tract ; and the state is abundantly able to 
finish what she has so resolutely begun. 
They are not behind in efforts for theim. 
provement of schools. Besides the re. 
served sections of land, which are worth 
little short of $2,500,000, the sUte has 
set apart from its annual revenue about 
$45,000 ; and prospectively, a permanent 
fund of $1,500,000, $700,000 of which 
will be available in ten years, and the re- 
mainder in twenty or twenty.five years. 
Its moral character and influence will de. 
pend in a great measure upon the efforts 
now made to provide an efficient settled 
ministry. Is there any reason why In. 
diana should not have as much of your 
attention in proportion to her population 
as Illinois ? Ought you not to take as 
great pains to become interested in this 
state, as you have to become acquainted 
with our sister states of this valley ? 

Our ministers have xione as much for the 
cause of religion as those of any other 
new state. You heard father D.*give an 
outline of his early labours in Indiana. 
His modesty prevented some of the most 
interesting disclosures. He did not say in 
public, that he had subsisted with his fa. 
mily six weeks on the gleanings of the 

forest ; that since his settlement at , 

he had received hut from $100 to $180 
from his people, and that for many years 
he had no other salary, but worked with 
his own hands, and studied his sermons at 
night by fire-light. 

But father D.'s case is not the onljrone 
with which are connected the privations 
and trials of the wilderness ; neither is he 
the only one that can speak of the mercy 
of the Lord to souls redeemed. Wells, 
Cressy, Woods, Johnston, Lowry, Haw- 
ley, Thompson, Hovey, Parsons, Post, 
Maynard, Cunningham, and others, will 
meet in heaven, wiu many sparkling gems 
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gathere4 amid toils and sufferings of body 
and mind, sometimes of the most painful 
character, from the wastes of Indiana. 
These brethren have been labouring, not 
to have the world know that Indiana was 
the place to lay up wealth,—" the most 
beautiful and rich and fertile part of the 
west." Their desire has been to build up 
her waste places, and to lay the founda. 
tions for many generations ; and they can 
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now see a prospect of permanency in the 
institutions they have cherished. If I 
have sufficient time hereafter, aside from 
other pressing claims, I will endeavour to 
give you a short account of some of the 
societies and institutions in which our 
churches are and have been interested — 
their trials — the causes of their success, 
and their hindrances when they have not 
succeeded, and what remains to be done. 



REPORTS OF MISSIONARIES, AND APPLICATIONS FOR AID. 



Extract from a request for missionary mid. 

The church at this place, in connection 
with E., twenty miles distant, once formed 
a pastoral charge. Our pastor left us seve. 
ral years since, and removed to the newly 
opened country of Mississippi. For years, 
we remained not only destitute of a stated 
ministry, but almost destitute of gospel 
ordinances. For a few months, a brighter 
prospect has seemed to dawn upon us. 

Near the close of last year, Mr. , a 

licentiate, visited this region, and was in. 
duced by the entreaties of the members of 
these destitute churches, and the general 
destitution of the surrounding country, to 
locate himself at this place, and labour for 
the prosperity of Zion. The church at 
this place, which is a small town, but the 
seat of justice for the eounty, has engaged 
one half of his ministerial labours for the 
present year, and have obligated them, 
selves to pay for that part. The church 
of El-bethel, having been, much reduced 
during its destitute condition, by removals 
to other parts of the country, has only been 
able to engage one fourth. 

There are, in the surrounding country, 
many neighbourhoods, and some of them 
pretty densely populated, that are totally 
destitute of spiritual instruction of any 
kind ; and in some of them the voice of 
a Presbyterian preacher has never been 
heard. In others, there are a few persons 
who have been raised in the Presbyterian 
church, or under Presbyterian instruction. 
It is under these, circumstances that we 
have resolved to solicit the aid of the A. 
H. M. S. We therefore respectfully re. 
quest that your Society would commission 
our minister %8 missionary to labour one 
fourth of his time, for thd present year, in 
the destitute, parts of this and adjoining 
€ounties« 



T£NNE88£E. 

From Rev, Jesse Wimpy^ Calhoun, East 
Tennessee, 

"TIMES OF aKFRESHINO FEOMTBE PRESENCE 
OF THE LORD." 

Since the date of my last, my labours 
have been entirely devoted to the field de. 
signated in my oommission. The good, 
ness of the Lord has been in some degree 
manifested to the beloved people to whom 
you have extended your friendly aid. At 
Calhoun, a sacramental meeting has been 
held, on which occasion the refreshing in. 
fluences of the blessed Spirit were very 
manifestly poured out upon us. The com. 
munion was deeply solemn and interest, 
ing — truly "sweet and awful." At the 
close of the communion services, about 
twenty-four persons were deeply affected 
with their lost condition, and begged an 
interest in the prayers of the church. 
During the occasion, nine persons pro- 
fessed to find peace in believing ; six of 
these have connected themselves with the 
church, and continue to adorn the doctrine 
of God our Saviour, by a holy walk and 
conversation. At Savannah Branch, seven 
miles south of Calhoun, we held a sacra, 
mental meeting, when one person was re- 
ceived into the church on examination, 
and four on certificate. The close of this 
meeting was deeply affecting. There were 
solemn indications that the Spirit of the 
Lord was there. Many cases of deep 
anxiety appeared, and some (the number 
not recollected) professed a hope in Christ . 
From noon till ten o'clock at night, did 
saint and sinner linger around the pleasing, 
awful spot, as though held by the invisible 
power of God. Since that time, we have 
been able to keep up a weekly prayer meet- 
ing, which has been uniformly and nu- 
merously attended, where but a few months 
since the savage Indian, or the recklese 
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pioueer, was roWng in peifect disregard of 
God, his maker, and eternity. 



ILLINOIS. 

From Rev, laaae Foster, Plainfield, IlL 

Sinee my last report, I have expended 
the principal part of my labours in three 
settlements, viz. the settlement at Black- 
stone's Grove, the Forks of Dupage, and 
Plainfield, a distance of about thirty-five 
miles from one extreme to the other. 

. STATE OV THESE CHURCHES. 

At Blackstone*s I reported in my last 
something of a work of grace; there is 
at present a better state of things than 
formerly, yet many of the members of 
the church, it is to be feared, are too 
muoh engrossed in the affairs of this 
life to de much for God. At the Forks 
of Dupage, there is but little that is en- 
couraging. There has hitherto existed to 
some extent difficulties among brethren, 
arising out of land claims, which, how. 
ever, they have recently come together 
and settled. They are in want of a minis- 
ter to labour with them, very much, all the 
time ; and if the present state of feeling 
continues, I think they will do consi- 
derable to support one. I have laboured 
with them but a short time, and as yet 
have received no compensation toward my 
support from them, yet they will contri- 
bute something liberally. I obtained $20 
at the last monthly concert for Foreign 
Missions, with the assurance that the 
Home Missionary Society should not be 
forgotten. I reside (or rather my family 
reside) at Plainfield, where about one 
half of my labours oiv^the Sabbath are ex. 
pended. Here is a small church of about 
a dozen resident members, and only two 
of them that are heads of families. It is 
an important place, rapidly growing, and 
in a situation to exert an extensive influ. 
ence on the surrounding country. 

NEW LITERART INSTITUTION PROJECTED. 

There is a prospect of a college being 
erected in this vicinity shortly ; a board of 
trustees has been incorporated, the location 
fixed, and some considerable progress 
made in raising funds. I think that it will 
be a great blessing to this community. 

HOPEFUL APPEARANCES. 

There have been some indications of 
good of late in this place — several hopeful 
cases of conversion. Two merchants who 



sold rum, hav« professedly submitted to 
God, and banished the murderous enemy 
of the soul from their premises. Several 
others are hoping. Increased attention 
is given to the preaching of the Gospel, 
and other means of grace. 

JUST VIEWS OF THE MISSIONARY WORK IN THE 
WEST. 

I consider that we are not labouring for 
the present generation only, but that we 
are laying the very foundations of soeiety, 
and that generations yet unborn will reap 
tde fruit of our labours ; and when I tra. 
verse these rich and beautiful prairies that 
are now without inhabitants, my mind 
reaches onward to the time when they will 
be thickly peopled by souls "for whom 
Christ died/* and I reflect that the harvest 
of glory will be in a measure according to 
the seed that is now scattered. Truly 
there is a great responsibility resting upon 
the labourer in this part of the vineyard. 
O pray that I may be found faithful. 

OBSTACLES. 

There are many obstacles that rise up 
in the way in this region. Worldly mind- 
edness, and the fe?er for speculation that 
grows out of it, are the greatest. An- 
nother is, the want of suitable places of 
worship, 6ur houses nearly all being made 
of logs : the country is so new that there 
are but few saw-mUls in it, consequently 
no lumber can be obtained to answer the 
purposes of building. Many of the dwell- 
ings are without a sawed board in them. 
Indeed, the country is so rapidly fiNing 
up, that the demand for most of the neces- 
saries of life is so great, that they are ex- 
cessively dear and scarce. Flour is $15 
per barrel, pork $10 per cwt., butter 56 
cents per lb., and other things in propor- 
tion. The facilities for getting rich in 
this country are so great, that the tempta. 
tion is seldom resisted by professors coming 
in here, and it seems that there are no 
bounds to the desires of many of them. 

A MATTER WHICH DEMANDS ATTENTION. 

It is no uncommon thing to find men 
who were considered as creditable profes- 
sors at the East, who have not even let the 
fact be known, either by word or deed,' 
since they have been here, but are wholly 
engrossed in the concerns of the world. If 
ever any portion of the Lord's vineyard 
needed faithful, persevering labourers, cer- 
tainly this does ; but, alas ! there are seve. 
ral men who were Presbyterian or Con. 
gregational minitteri at the east, that have 
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tmigratod to this ftrtUa eountry, and in. 
■tead of ottltiyating the Lord's yiueyard, 
by preachin|r his Gospel, have gone to cul. 
tifating the ground. I know three such 
ia this region. 



IVmh Re9. J. C. CtmpMl, EVmdge, III 

A missionart's farewill testimony. 

Another year's missionary services, un. 
der the direction of your board, has closed; 
and now I make what may be the last 
communication I shall ever make to you, 
as your missionary. In the name of the 
churches, aided by you, in my support, 
during the last four years, I would now 
express our gratitude to you for the assist. 
ance granted ; whilst we would say, ** to 
God be all the glory,** that a society has 
been formed, by whose beneficence these 
and many other churches have had broken 
unto them the bread of life; and many 
wanderers have been brought into the fold 
of Christ! May the Lord continue to 
bless the A. H. M. S. until her benevolent 
efforts shall be so extensively felt, that 
there will be no necessity for her existence. 

From Rev, J. H, Prtntias, Juliet, Will co,, 
III 

MATTERS FOR GRATITUDE. 

Another year of my labours as a Mis- 
stonary of your Society has closed. As I 
take a retrospective view of the past year, 
I find abundant cause for deep humiliation 
before God, that I have not laboured with 
more zeal and entire devotedness in the 
cause of Christ. There are many things, 
also, which demand a tribute of gratitude 
to the all-wise disposer of events. The 
cause of Christ is evidently, though slow, 
ly, advancing in this place. My congrega- 
tion has considerably increased during the 
year past, as we have now a large and 
commodious school-bouse in which to 
meet for worship. My congregation are 
now nuking an effort to raise funds for 
building a Church. About two thousand 
dollars have been subscribed for this pur. 
pose. 

OfCRSASE OF THE PLACE AND OF THE 
CHURCH. 

When I came to this place, two years 
ago, there were only thirteen buildings ; 
there are now about one hundred and 
thirty, and nearly one thousand inhabi- 
tants. There was then not one professor 



of religion of our deaominatioB ; there ar« 
now fifty. 

My congregation pledged themselves to 
raise |^125 towards my support last year ; 
they raised 9150. 

EXPRESSION OF THANKS. 

They have recently been making an 
effort to raise my salary among them, 
selves ; and, far beyond my anticipations, 
have succeeded. Of course, we shall not 
apply to your Society for further aid this 
year, and hope soon to be able to refund 
with interest what has been received the 
last two years. 

My society wish roe to express on their 
behalf, their grateful acknowledgments 
to your board, for the timely aid which 
they have received. The existence of a 
church in this place, a temperance society, 
Sunday school, Slc. dtc, must be attribu- 
ted, under God, to the A. H. M. S. May 
God continue to bless you in your efforts 
to plant the ** rose of Sharon** in this beau- 
tiful valley, that it may speedily become 
the garden of the Lord. 



From Rev. H. Barr, CarrollUm, III 

During the last year, five have been 
added on examination, and nine on certi. 
ficate to this feeble church, and arrange, 
ments have been made for the erection of 
a comfortable house of worship, for the 
use of the Presbyterian church. Fifteen 
have been added to the church of Carroll- 
ton during the past year, on certificate. 

I have endeavoured to impress upon 
the minds of those who have attended my 
ministry, the importance of the benevolent 
institutions of the day. Collections have 
been made at the monthly concert in Car. 
roUton, in behalf of Foreign Missions, and 
something has been contributed for the 
Bible cause. A large and interesting sab. 
bath school is in operation in Carroilton^ 
also a Bible class, composed for the most 
part of the teachers in the Sabbath school.. 

The temperance reform has evidently 
advanced. During the past year, so far 
as my information extends, those who had 
been members according to the old pledge,, 
have signed the ** teetotal,** and a great 
many new members have been obtained. 



INDIANA. 

From Rev. DanielJonea, Koeeiueco co.,Ind. 

CHURCH OROANIZED. 

In communicating to the A. H. M. S.. 
my quarterly report, it gives me pleasure. 
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to be able to state, that yesterday a small 
church was orgranized at my house, to be 
called the Presbyterian church of Warsaw. 
Only six persons were so constituted, yet 
there are at least eighteen persons in this 
region who hold a standing in other 
churches, in the places from whence they 
came. Others will, therefore, unite with 
us soon, who have not yet obtained dis. 
missions from their respective churches. 
1 have been rather slow in forming a 
church ; because I wished to dig deep, and 
lay a sure foundation ; I wished to include 
those who were known to be in favour of 
forming on strict temperance principles ; 
and of taking high ground in regard to the 
Sabbath, which is here so shamefully dis. 
^garded, not merely by worldly men, but 
also by many professors. This course the 
Missionary Society will, doubtless, ap- 
prove. Another difficulty is now also re. 
moved, which was, the want of suitable 
persons to act as elders of the church. 
The Lord has sent us two persons, who 
are, I think, well qualified for this office ; 
one who has filled the office honourably in 
the church from which he came, and an- 
other who is a respectable physician. 

AN IMPORTANT VACANOT. 

While I confine my chief attention to 
this county, I still find it necessary to 
visit the neighbouring counties at times, 
as new settlements multiply. Next Sab. 
bath I expect to spend at Fort Wayne, for 
the purpose of administering the sacra, 
ment of the Lord's supper. As yet they 
have been unable to obtain a suitable 
minister, and I have thought it to be im. 
portant that they should be visited occa. 
sionally, that the church may be kept 
together. 

A WIDE AND NEEDY FIELD. 

By referring to the map of this state, you 
will see that I am in the c<)ntre of a tier of 
counties reaching from Ohio on the east, 
to Illinois on the west, all of which are 
entirely destitute of Presbyterian preach- 
ing. Nor should it be concealed, that 
through all this region the mass of the 
people are as careless as they are destitute. 
Still, the country is filling up with unex- 
ampled rapidity, and here and there you 
find a few who sigh for the privileges of 
the sanctuary. 

From a Minister recently settled in the 
West. 

After removing me nearly nine hundred 
miles from my former field of labour, the 



Lord has set me down in the midst of 
moral pollution, putrefaction, and death. 
O, how much this people need the Gos- 
pel ! how much they have suffered for the 
want of it, and for the want of the perse, 
vering, systematic labours of a judicious 
and faithful Presbyterian ministry. Such 
a ministry, I am told, they have had occa- 
sionally, i. e„ a little while at a time, for 
several years past. But, the intervals in 
which they have had no preaching, have 
been so numerous and so long, that com- 
paratively little has been accomplished. 
The cause of the Redeemer in this place, 
and, indeed, in this region, has suffered 
very much for the want of discipline in the 
church. So far as I can learn, the no- 
tions and practices of the churches in this 
region are very lax on this subject. Where 
1 reside, the neglect of family prayer is 
not considered a disciplinable offence. 
But little interest seems to be felt on the 
subject of religion.'even by its professors ; 
and among. the ungodly, intemperance, 
Sabbath.breaking, and profaneness, pre- 
vail to an alarming degree. The Tem- 
perance Society, Bible Society, &c., have 
been neglected, till they scarcely have a 
name, and all benevolent efforts seem 
mostly to have ceased. 



GERMAN CHURCHES IN INDIANA. 

From Rev, P. Rizer, Corydon, Ind, 

This missionary was sent out in the autumn 
of 1 836. The following is firom his first report : 

On the 14th of November, 1836, I bade 
adieu to the scenes of my youth, and ar- 
rived safely at the field of labour on the 
25th. The first Sunday afler my arrival 
I spent at the house of one of my parish- 
ioners, and held prayer and exhortation 
with a small audience. At the same time, 
I made appointments to preach. From 
that time till the 1st of January, I was 
engaged in pastoral visitation from house 
to house. I did not find, neither have I 
since found a single Lutheran family thet 
holds family worship. At some places 
they seemed utterly ignorant how to go 
about the duty. It is truly a distressing 
thought to me, that I have not a praying 
member in ray whole charge; and yet 
they profess to be Christians, and seem 
very anxious to enjoy the preached word. 
I am now settled in this place, and have 
the oversight of four congregations, all in 
the country within a few miles of town, 
to which I preach statedly. I say con- 
gregations, tho^gh some of them are not 
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yet regnlarlj organized. This will be 
done in due season. To-day I attended 
an appointed meetings near Blue riyer, in 
the woods, around a " council fire,** where 
one of my congregations resolved by the 
kelp of God to prepare a temple for his 
holy worship, and elected trustees to carry 
into effect the resolution. This congre- 
gation, consisting of some twelve or fifteen 
families, liice all the rest, is very weak in 
number and means ; but before we left the 
ground, they raised $69 ; and, on my way 
home, I had it increased to $79. As the 
church is to be small, and as the members 
will turn out themselves to work, I think 
this is an auspicious beginning.^ Another 
eongregation on Indian Creek, has re. 
solved to build a church also ; and between 
$200 and $300 are already subscribed; 
but the withering influence of Universal- 
ism is so strong in that neighbourhood, 
that I feel somewhat discouraged at the 
prospect. The last congregation to which 
I refer, consists mostly of European Ger. 
mans, to whom I preach in their own Ian. 
ffuage ; and it is really gratifying to see 
now gladly these poor people receive the 
Gospel. One fact is worthy of a remark. 
Although they are but recently settled, 
and are the most limited in means of all 
my congregations, yet they subscribe the 
most libeially. My whole charge may 
yet be said to be in its incipient state, and 
eonsequently it will require some time to 
bripg about perfect order and discipline. 
I cannot at present give you an accurate 
account of the number of members in each 
congregation, &.C., neither can I say what 
the people will contribute towards my 
support, as the most of the congregations 
have deferred that matter, and 1 have not 
as yet deemed it advisable to press them on 
the subject, as they labour under every 
disadvantage of a scattered people, who 
have been destitute of the means of grace 
for a long time. In my next report I ex. 
pect to be able to report definitely on this 
subject. I would at present only remark 
that my people, in consequence of exerting 
themselves to build churches, will not be 
able to do as much this year as might be 
expected. And, moreover, in this coun. 
try, especially among the people with 
whom I have to do, the standard of libe^ 
rality Is low. 

I frequently enjoy the satisfaction of 
beholding the silent tear give evidence 
that my people are not altogether insen- 
sible ; but yet I meet with much to make 
me weep and pray. Infidelity, in all its 
forms, especially Universalism, is preva. 
lent in this seetion of the country, and I 
not nnfireqaently hear the sound of the 



axe and the rifle on the Sabbath, when I 
go to preach. But, on the whole, I am 
encouraged to hope, that by the blessing 
of God, my feeble efforts to promote his 
glory, and the salvation of my fellow.men 
here, will not be in vain. 



From Rev. S. Newhury^ Peru, Miami co., 
Ind. 

RBFRBSHIMO. 

It is at present an interesting time with 
this church. About fifteen profess to 
have experienced a change of heart within 
the last quarter ; seversl others have mani. 
fested anxiety on the subject of religion. 
Our meetings are much better attended 
than formerly ; the rage for speculation 
in this section of country, and the conse. 
quent worldliness of ministers and church 
members, seems almost to preclude the 
hope of a protracted work of grace, but 
not entirely, for this worldliness is evi- 
dently checked in some, temporarily at 
least. 

ANOTHER MINISTER WANTED. 

I report the request for another minis- 
ter between me and Fort Wayne. There 
are three destitute counties, and all of 
them important and fast rising in import, 
anoe. Cannot a man be furnished for this 
district soon ? Wabash, Huntington and 
Grant counties, are the counties referred 
to, and much may be done if occupied im. 
mediately. 



**IN LABOURS ABUNDANT.** 

From a Mi$9umary in the South West, 

With mingled emotions of gratitude and 
deep humiliation, I commence this report 
of my last year's labour. Oratitude to 
God, and to you, by whose means I have 
been permitted to give myself to the mi. 
nisiry of the word and to prayer ; — Hu- 
miliation, because my sins have kept the 
blessing from my labours. 1 say labours, 
for I believe your Societv will not be re. 
preached, through me, of having kept an 
idle man in this field. 

My manner of life, and labour through 
the year, has been this : premising, that a 
few kind friends have furnished me with a 
little office across the street for a study, my 
house being so small, as barely to accom- 
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modate 017 family. I prea«h three times 
on the Sabbath ; Tuesday night the village 
Bible class meets at my house, with which 
is united a singing class; Wednesday 
night, preaching, aiid Friday night general 
prayer meeting. The monthly concert is 
observed on the first Monday, and the 
Sunday school teachers meet on the 2d 
Monday night for prayer and consultation. 
Thursday night, I have set apart for the 
instruction of a company of servants. 
Daring the warm weather, X have a Bible 
class five miles distant. The rising sun 
generally finds me in my study, and not 
unfrequently, for weeks, I do not go home 
to dinner, but continue at my preparations 
till 3 P. M., and then visit from house to 
house till sundown. I have a Sunday 

school at — , of twenty^ve scholars. 

We have a Sunday school here of about 
fitly scholars, and an infant'Sunday school 
of about twenty-five, taught by my family 
at my house. This has been my ordinary 
round of duty, and these the means I 
have used to build up the cause of Clirist. 
The session meet every Friday, at 4 P. M., 
for prayer and consultation ; and in addi. 
tion, we have had a camp-meeting. 

It were easy to fill my sheet with de. 
tails of the opposition here, but it would 
do no good. I would rather look to the 
promises of our God, who assures us that 
all forms of opposition shall fall before the 
gospel of Christ. It is to be feared that 
the struggle will be long and obstinate 
here, but still, I trust, the faith which 
works by love will conquer at last. This 
place, not many years ago, was the seat of 
French infidelity ; too much of it still lin. 
gers, and unless the Lord revive his work, 
will still live to poison another generation. 

I yet have hope that many of the young 
men will become followers of Jesus. A 
pretty large number attend the Bible class, 
and their attendance at church is much 
better. 

In conclusion, I can say with a good 
conscience, I have laboured publicly, and 
from house to house. I feel ashamed that 
the result is so very different from what 
I anticipated, but at the same time, deter, 
mined to renew my efforts in the strength 
of Christ, hoping for the display of his 
power. 



Prmn R€v. J^kn M. EUit, Orat Lake, 
Miek. 

In my first Quarterly report, little more 
can be said, than that a commencement 



is made in a region of the country MwtifUf 
new, and in a community containuif the 
elements of a promising society. 

On the first Sabbath in September, I 
first administered the sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper to this church, consisting 
of twenty.siz members. It was organised 
the December previous, from emigrants 
from Kew.York and New.England. The 
number now is forty.one. The oldest 
resident among them has been but two 
and a half years in the country.. The 
land on which they are now opening their 
farms, was, almost without exception, two 
years ago last spring, untouched by the 
hand of cultivation ; and the timber of their 
present dwellings was then growing in the 
forest. Many of them have not yet taken 
the first crop from their fields, and have 
the provisions for their families to buy iat 
heavy prices. But such was their desire 
for the Gospel, and such their seal m pre* 
paring to build a plaoe of worship, with a 
parsonage, that I could not but regard the 
providence that had brought so many to* 
gether witkout concert, but ** with one 
accord in one place,** and in to short a 
period, as an indication of good that could 
not be mistaken. I love the missionary 
work ; and, following what seemed provu 
dentiai indications, in regard to this peo- 
ple, and an extensive and rapidly settling 
country around, I have felt it my duty to 
decline various other pressings, calls, and 
invitations, and settle with this church. 
You perceive they have every thing to do, 
commencing at the very foundation, and 
yet with the spirit they manifest, and the 
blessing of that providence that has thus 
brought them so nnezpectedly together, 
you may confidently expect that from 
grateful recipients of the bounty of the 
churches through your Society, they will 
soon become liberal supporters. 



Frmn a Mifnonmrff Report. 

RELIGIOUS DECLENSION AMONG BMIGRA^S. 

It is painful to find so many frefeomfre 
in this country neglecting fiimily worship. 
They relax from the ^gular performai|ee 
of that sacred duty, when they commence 
their journey westward ; and when settled 
in the new country, feeling no kmffer th* 
kindly influence of Christian watohnilness 
and church discipline, they snflbr their 
habits of irregularity to dedine into con- 
firmed neglect. The altar of God is not 
sot up in Uieir new abode ^— religions ha- 
bits give way one after another, witil they 
relapse into entire conformity to the world. 
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No ott ein tell how nnieh injary i* ^one 
in thii way to tho cause of uhnat:— the 
Sabbath ia secularized, the offence of the 
cross ceases, and Satan triumphs. It 
shows how imperious is the duty of minii. 
ters of the older churches, to urge it on 
those of their members who are about to 
emigrate to a new country, by no means 
to yield to any temptation, however 
pressing, to suspend Che regular perform- 
ance of family worship on their journey; 
but to bear the ark of God along with 
them to their new abode, and not to suffer 
it to be broken down. It shows, too, 
how important it is for mUtionarief to 
come and search out, and gather together 
these lost sheep of the house of Israel. 



Frmm Aw. O. C, Thompwn, St, Chnr^ 
Mich. 

▲ WBTTB KARVnrr, AND VBW LABOUEEKS. 

I have repeated calls to hold religious 
meetings in different parts of the country, 
especiuly funeral exercises. Our Baptist 
brother, who preached in several places in 
the county, has left. And there is now no 
regular and permanent ministerial labour 
in the county, besides my labours and 
one unordained Methodist circuit rider's 
labour. This county is filling up fast 
with emigrants : one or two churches 
might be organized in different parts of the 
county now, if there were any shepherds 
to U^e care of them. The harvest is 
white. Where are the labourers ? Can 
you not send some to help me ? The 
work is great, and there is much rubbish 
to be removed. It is now going on three 
years since I have stood on this ground al- 
most alone. Since I have been here, a Bap- 
tist brother in the ministry has appeared 
and disappeared. Three Methodist minis- 
ters have successively appeared and disap- 
peared. I sometimes feel almost disheart- 
ened, for there are trials from within and 
without. This world has seemingly ab. 
aerbed almost the whole attention. Wave 
after wave dashes over us; the storm is 
lend; the night is dark; but so long as 
tbe voice of the Chief Captain can be 
hesffdt we wifl never yieW to fear. My 
own health is seriously impaired by 
w«teiMngs. a«d fastings, and care. But 
though ouf outward man perish, our in* 
ward man is i«newed day hy day. 



are still standing. Bttbsequently, and for tsn 
or twelve years past, the American Fur Com- 
pany have had a trading establishment here. 
Last spring, a company of gentlemen in New- 
York purchased the ground on which the city 
of Saginaw is laid out. When our missionaiy 
anri?ed there in July, 1836, there were bat six 
or eight fiunilies, with the exeeptien of those 
who were engaged in the Air trade. There were 
a few other individuals^ principally mechaniest 
who had recently arrived, to lahour during the 



Our meetings for the most part have 
been well attended ; and I cannot but 
think, from the increasing interestwhich is 
manifested by the meml^rs of this com. 
munity in the public services of the Sab- 
bath, that good has been done here by the 
preaching of the Gospel. Our congrega- 
tion is growing in numbers ; and an in. 
creasing regard is apparent for the truths 
which are communicated. 

Until within a few weeks past, we have 
had no regular place of meeting. During 
the Bummer we occupied a shanty used as 
a workshop. In dry weather, this ac. 
commodated us very well. When the 
weather became colder, we availed our. 
selves of some one or other of the new 
buildings, which was inclosed, but not 
finished and occupied. When we ccnUd 
not do without fires, m^ own house was 
opened for public worship. Now we have 
a room which is both convenient and 
comfortable, and which we can occupy 
until our sohooLhouse, which is in pro- 
gress, shall be ready for our own use. In 
this, as it is large, we shall find accomnio- 
dations until we can build a bouse ex* 
pressly for religions worship. Should our 
I^ee continue to flourish, as it has d<me 
the past summer, and as all here are san^ 
guiae that it wilt it is ali'eady in contem- 
plation to hfkve one built next fiUl, or the 
ensuing summer. 

During the last fall, we had a valuable 
a cc e ss ion to our oommmiily, in the arrival 
of several families who are expected te be 
permanent reeidents. In these families 
are some Christians whose object and de- 
sire is to do good. Some circumstances 
have prevented, as yet, the formation of a 
church, yet we have it in contemplation to 
form one the present winter. 

ORSAT HINDRANCSS. 

As dsewhere, we have here many 

things which grieve those who Ipve God 

and the souls of men. The Sabbath is 

desecrated to an alarming extent. Many 

The remains of the old fort V of your missionaries have complained of 



From Bev. £1 li» MUUr^ Saginaw, Mich. 
Sagfaiaw waafomieriy a milicary post ef ^ 
United States. 
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th« withering influenceB of the wild spirit 
of speculatioo which prevails in this west- 
ern world. The blighting effect of the 
same spirit is felt here, ^oats, canals, 
rail-roads, and markets, &c., are a part of 
the Sabbath conversation, even of some 
professing Christians ; and when profes- 
sors so far forget the obligations of the 
Sabbath as to converse on these subjects, 
they will not forbear to violate the Sabbath 
in other respects. Hunting and fishing, 
baying and selling, and other things which 
are a violation of the Sabbath, are here 
common on that day. The fur establish- 
ments are open, and the poor Indian can 
obtain the means of intoxication as well 
on the Sabbath, as during any day of the 
week. Many of them are seen holding 
their drunken revels on the Sabbath. On 
that day, a short time since, the agent of 
the United States* Government assembled 
them together, and paid them their annui- 
ty. How can the poor Indian learn right- 
eousness, and yield up his heart to the 
religion of the white man, when he sees 
such things? 



Ttsiimony from a Congregation in Ohio^ 
in connection with a donation. 
We do, as yet, but little for the conver- 
sion of the world; but some there are 
among us, who have learned that it is 
more blessed to give, than to receive. This 
congregation is by no means prepared to 
receive the doctrine adopted with much 
apparent confidence by some, **that the 
efforts of your Society are detrimental 
to the best interests of the Presbyterian 
church f* but on the contrary, they view 
it as the foster parent of nearly all the 
churches in this Presbytery, and are hap. 
py in contributing a rill, at least, to that 
broad stream of benevolence which it is 
■ending through this land of drought and 
sin. Their ardent prayer is, that wisdom 
and strength from on high may be given 
to the Executive Committee, to prosecute 
thehr work, till called to rest from their 
labours by the great Head of the Church. 



DROPS OF MERCT. 

From Rev, D. C, Allen, London, Madison 
CO., O, 

During the three months past, there have 
been repeated indications of the Divine 
Presence. Several persons have been 
awakened ; and perhaps one or two have 
■abmitted to Grod. 



PBNNSTLVAMU. 



From Rev. Robert W, Landia, Jefferwfu 
ville, Montgomery eo., Pa, 



For the last three months we haye en- 
joyed much of the gracious presence of 
the Lord. A goodly number have been, 
and still are anxious ; and at our next 
communion, we expect some to unite 
with us, who have already obtained a hope. 

CULTIVATION OF SAORKD MUSIC. 

After mentioning other forms of successful 
effort, Mr. L, gives the following, in reference 
to a part of divine worship shamefully neglected 
in many churches. Were other pastore to 
show equal interest, might they not expect 
similar restdte? 

We have also, on Saturday evenings, a 
singing school, conducted with prayer, 
and in all respects like a religious meet- 
ing. It is very large, embracing about 
sixty scholars. I myself lead it, and gra- 
tuitously. Its object is, to improve the 
singing of the church. We use the 
"Christian Lyre," and the pupils learn 
the hymns while learning the tunes. This 
school has already been of great service ta 
our evening meetings, for at all these meet, 
ings we use the Lyre as a hymn book. 
The scholars often become deeply affected, 
even to teal's, while singing at the school. 
I mention this fact, however, only to give 
you an idea of how the school is conduct- 
ed. It is composed of almost all the 
youth in the neighbourhood. 



REVIVALS IN THE STATE OF NEW-YORK. 

From Rev. Abiel Parmele, Springville^ 
Chautauque co., N, Y. 

The change wrought,' in the good provi- 
dence of God, during the year past, in 
this congregation, has been tmlr wonder, 
ful. At the commencement of the year, 
the prospect was cold and dreary. But 
some of the good brethren felt disposed ta 
make an unusual effort to sustain the Gos- 
pel among them, not a part, but the whole 
of the time. They enlarged their hearts, 
and swelled the amount of their subscrip- 
tions. During the year they have enjoyed 
two precious revivals of religion. The 
former in connection with three other 
denominations of Christians, who laboured 
and prayed,and preached in^oncert ; the f^ 
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•ult was a goodly number of hopeful conver- 
siona to Christ. A few weeks since, a re- 
vival commenced at a protracted meeting, 
conducted by the brother a improved and em- 
ployed by the Buffalo Presbytery to labour 
among their churches. The result has 
been most salutary, the number of con- 
versions probably not far from twenty. 

During the year, thirty.three have united 
with the church; nine more stand pro. 
pounded to unite with the church. Total, 
forty-two. Of this number, twenty.eight 
presented letters, and fourteen presented 
themselves, on the profession of their 
faith. A goodly number are expected to 
offer themselves at our next church meet- 
ing. This church, of late so feeble, under 
the fostering care of heaven and the Home 
Missionary Society, has become like a 
watered garden. My prayer to heaven in, 
that this church may manifest gratitude 
for favours received, by liberal contribu. 
tions to your treasury, and by fervent 
prayer to heaven for the success of your 
enterprise. 

With a promptness and a liberality un- 
precedented in this congregation, my sup- 
port has been raised for the ensuing year 
without calling upon the A. H. M. S. for 
aid. I trust in God, that this church here- 
after will be of the number who know the 
blessedness of giving. 



From Rev, G. E. Delavant Hamnurndt- 
port, N. y. 

I rejoice that the Lord hath not alto- 
gather forsaken his people in thb section 
of the country, and that my labours have 
not been altogether in vain in the Lord. 
There ha» been a winter of religious feel- 



ing ; but some frozen hearts are beginning 
to melt, and sinners are burthened in spi- 
rit ; and some,I hope, have been turned from 
the error of their ways unto the wisdom of 
the just. Last week I returned from a pro. 
tractod meeting in Barrington, where I 
should think between fideen and twenty 
sinners expressed deep solicitude, and 
several of that number profess to have 
given up their hearts to God. Your mis. 
sionary there will report to you the pro. 
gross of that work. When I returned to 
my own people, I found the Spirit of God 
operating here also. 



From Rev. S, CowUs, Ellicottville, N, Y. 

I can truly say, by the grace of God, I 
have not laboured alone the quarter which 
has just closed. I intended, the last 
year, to confine my labours this year en- 
tirely to this village and the adjacent 
neighbourhoods. But the protracted meet- 
ing which we held last August in West 
Otto, threw such an interest over that 
region, that I have deemed it my duty to 
preach there half the time. I have re- 
ceived into that church fifleen, seven of 
whom are men in the prime of life, who 
appear verily to be working Christians. 
There have been conversions occasionally 
ever since the meeting. It is still a time 
there full of religious interest. In a neigh- 
bourhood about five miles beyond the lit- 
tle village, I lecture on the week-day 
evening, and there is an encouraging state 
of things. Three or four who have been 
Universalists, have relinquished their er- 
ror, and are anxious inquirers after the 
truth, besides others who are more or less 
thoughtful. 



Appointments hy the Executive Committee of the A, H. M, 8.^ from 
February 15th, to March 15th, 1837. 



Re-appomtnuiUt. 



, Y. 



Sev. Pindar Field, Orfakany PaHs, N. 

K«v. 8. Cowle*, EaUcotUille, N. Y. 

Bey. E. H. StrattoDjOakfield, N. Y. 

Kev. C G. Clark, WeUter, Mich. , 

Rev. John Rudy, Germ. Ren Ch., New-York. 

Rev. G. C Seaman, FiketoD, O. 

Rev. Edward Marsh, Niagara Presb.. U. C, 

Rev. C. L. Wation, Bloomington, 111. 

Rev. W. A. Hyde, Pine'. Bridge, N. Y. 

Sev. H. Patrick, Unity and Beer-Sheba Chi. Mi. 



J^ot in Commission last yeaar^ 

Rev. H. Pruyn, Annsville, N. Y. 

Rev. B. Van Alten, FuUortville andKiehviiIe,N. Yj 

Rev. Hiram Dyer, Presten, N. Y. 

Rev. Beaufort Ladd. Middleport, N. Y. 

Rev. A. P. Brooks, Perrintoo, N. Y. 

Rev. Wm. P. Jackson, Millport, N. Y. 

Rev. Charles Fitch, Ea>t Evans, N. Y. 

Rev. Wm. Goodell. Summerhilt, N. Y. 

Rev. John Elliot, Yonngstown, N. Y. 

Rev. A. Bale, AgentinHlinois. 

Rev. Milton Kimball, Augusta. DL 

Rev. D. Nelson, Adams eo., 111. 

Rev. K B. Huntington, Bethel, T^ 
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The Treasurer of the American Home Mimonary Society acknowledgee 
the receipt qfthefollounng sums, from February \5th, to March 15M, 1837. 
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AMEBICAIir PASTOR98 JOURIfAL, 

on, 

■CBTOHM OF RIAL OHAllAOTBKS, OOWylRfiATIONSi AND* ST&IKINO FACTS, FURNISHED 
CHIIFLY BY CLBROTMBN. 



[Tlie fonowing statements are furnished by the Reir. Tbonas P. Hnot, from a i 
memoir of bis step-father, the late Moses Hoge, D. D., Presideat of Hampden Sydney Col- 
kge, and Professor of Theology in the Theological School of the Synod of Virginia, Written by 
his son, J. B. Hoge. We are happy to learn that the memoir is in course of publication, and 
from what we haye seen of it, as well as from opinions of eminent judges. We hope that it will be 
ecrteasiTely circulated among the churches.] 



'* Mr, Hoge very eaily chose the 
Lord for bis portion. I have beard 
him say „ that at six years of age, he had 
as strong a desire to preach the Gos- 
pel, and from as pure motives, as he 
ever had in his after life. 

<<He resided in his father's family 
until he was about twenty-four years 
old, labouring diligently on the farm. 
He was accustomed to carry his books 
with him; and whenever the horses 
were feeding or resting, he would be 
poring over such works as he could ob- 
tain. With the exception of six weeks 
at a i^ight school^ three years was the 
whole time he spent at school, both 
theological and literary; yet he be- 
came one of the soundest divines, and 
most accurate and profound scholars in 
the church. He always carfied a gram- 
mar of some lauj^uage in his pocket, and 
never wasted his time in idleness. He 
lived on a salary of {200 a year, while 
at Shepherdstown, Virginia. He had 
at that time three sons to educate. 
When at any time his wife (the present 
Mrs. Hoge) would become discouraged 
with dimcolties, he would say, <My 
dear, we must live by faith.' At one 
time, when there was neither wood, 
nor flour, nor meat, nor sugar in the 
house, his wife went to him to open her 
complaints. They had no money. They 
both looked upon debt as a sin and an 
affliction. How were their wants to 
be supplied ? With a most a^ectionate 
and tender look, yet with a tone of firm 
determination, he said: * My dear, we 



must trust in God. When I commenced 
preaching, 1 did it on this principle, 
that if I take care of the flock of Christ, 
the Head of the Church Will take care 
of me and of mine. Let the minister 
devote his whole time to his work, and 
the Lord will comfortably provide.* 

*^ According to his fkith, so was the 
result. His family never suffered for 
the want of any thing. At the very 
time of need, provision would be made. 
A lo&d of wood, a barrel of flour, meat, 
sugar, Aioney, dtc, would be sent fVoni 
unexpected, and often from unknown 
sources. Sometimes, when money wad 
the thing needed, he would be called 
upon to marry a couple, and thus re- 
ceive the sum required. On one occa- 
sion, a minister of the Gospel (not of 
the Presbyterian churchj from the 
eastern states, was travelling to the 
south for the benefit of his health. He 
called at Mr. Hoge's. From some cir- 
cumstances, Mr. H. suspected that 
he was in want of funds. Satisfying 
himself that such was the fact, he re- 
solved to fiirnish him with some money. 
All that he had Was in one large note. 
He could not ^et it changed, and he 
looked upon this as a providential indi* 
cation that he should give the whole. 
He did sa The next day a stranger 
stopped at a tavern, where some of the 
students had called in for a few mo- 
ments. They were conversing about 
the remarkable generosity and kmdness 
invariablv manifested by their presi- 
dent to all indigent students, and other 
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persons. The stranger asked, < Does 
he ever marry people?' He was in- 
formed that he did. He was on his 
way to he married — had passed Mr. 
H.'s house. He returned and engaged 
his services. Mr. H. returned nome 
next morning, and, smilinff, threw 
down a sum equal to what he had given 
to the minister, saying, «My money 
has come back.' Although there was 
nothing of miracle in the way in which 
the Lord provided for him, he was al- 
ways provided for. He was never in 
want — never in debt. His bread and 
water were made sure. 

** He had a great taste for farming, and 
for the elegancies of life. Yet in these 
things he denied himself He paid 
great attention to neatness in his dress 
and person. He always studied econo- 
my. He made no parade. N ever com- 
plained, or found fault with any one. 
He waited on himself, rather than trou- 
ble a servant. He was very frugal, yet 
always would endeavour to provide 
well for his family and guests, often 
denying himself a favourite dish, in or- 
der that those he loved might have the 
larger share. His house was op^n to 
all, andwas seldom free from company. 
Although a close, very close student, 
he always took time to be with his vi- 
sitors, especially when his children had 
their companions with them. He would 
mingle with them in free and cheerful 
conversation, always giving it a sancti- 
fied turn, but in a way that made the 
young feel happy in his presence. He 
never allowed his children, nor their 
^ visitors, to sincf songs in his house. 
These he thought unbecoming the or- 
der and sanctity of the family of one 
whose house belonged to God. Yet 
his children and their associates were 
not gloomy and morose, nor unpolished 
or unsocial — but the reverse. 

••With the desire of educating his 
sons at home, there being no school at 
that time in Shepherdstown, he deter- 
mined to take a few boarders, and open 
a school in his family. The duties of 
his school prevented his preaching and 
visits during the week, as had been his 
custom. The effect was soon percepti- 
ble. Some of his people, seeing that 
he was in a way of providing for him- 
self, relaxed in their kind attentions to 
his wants ; and, not having the bene- 



fit of his visits in their families, began 
to stay away from church on the Sab- 
bath. He felt this very keenly, but did 
not complain. He said it was his own 
fault. Indeed, he never complained of 
his people in any way. He bore inju- 
rious treatment with unusual patience. 
If a brother seemed hurt with him, and 
he thought that he had given him cause, 
he never rested until he had made conr 
cessions, and obtained reconciliation. 
If, upon the strictest examination, he 
found he had given no cause of offence, 
he felt indifferent to the result^as to 
himself; hut felt very much for his 
brother, and took j?reat pains to mani- 
fest his friendship for him. Indeed, he 
seemed to be more particular in his at- 
tention to those who were improperly 
offended with him, than he was to his 
best friends. Some would say, • If you 
wish Mr. Hoge to do you a favour, do 
him an injury, and you will not be dis- 
appointed.' When he left Shepherds- 
town, his only motive was more ex- 
tensive usefulness. But he would not 
leave his dear people vacant. He said 
he would never leave them, unless they 
would immediately procure another in 
his stead. The day afler he moved out 
of his house, Dr. Matthews moved into 
it, as pastor of the people he had left. 

** JNo pecuniary motive induced him 
to go to Hampden Sydney College. 
The prospect of founding and buildmg 
up a theological school in Virginia, 
being urged upon him by his dear and 
intimate friend, Dr. J. H. Rice, he con- 
sented to go. 

** On reaching his new station, he 
found not a professor of religion among 
the students of the college. His first 
effort was to win the confidence of the 
young men committed to his care. He 
invited them into his family, encouraged 
argument, and gradually drew from 
them their views. He found the most 
of them inclined to Deism. With frank- 
ness, candour, and gentleness, he would 
explain their difficulties, answer their 
inquiries, meet their objections, do jus- 
tice to motives and talents, and place 
in their hands the best works on both 
sides. But while he was thus labour- 
ing with their heads, he forgot not theur 
souls. Many hours of the night and of 
the day did he spend in prayer to God, 
that he would remove the unbelief of 
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their heftts. On one occasioD, after 
labouriag to convince the students of 
the truth of the Christian religion, and 
of its advantages for time and for eter- 
nity, thinking, as there really was, that 
there was too much inattention among 
them, he made a most powerful and 
pathetic appeal to them. They gra- 
dually arose from their reclining and 
listless positions, rose on their feet, in- 
sensibly gathered around him, until he 
scarcely had room to raise his hands. 
With streaming eyes, and a voice al- 
most suffocated with emotion, he said : 
* Young gentlemen, it grieves me to 
think, that heads illummated by the 
light of science, and hearts that might 
be purified by the fire of religion, may 
add to the dark curling smoke that for 
ever arises from that pit, in which the 
rejectors of the love of God vainly e»^ 
deavour to bide from the wrath of the 
Lamb.' The effect was astonishing. 
Infidelity, as ashamed, forsook the 
institution. One student, affrighted, 
came runnuig over to his hout^e, de- 
claring he was no Deist. When Dr. 
Hoge died, profane swearing was 
scarcely heard at college. Upwards 
of fifty of those he had educated were 
in the ministry, or had finished their 
course, and entered into their rest; 
while many others werfe fillings import- 
ant stations in society, adorning them 
with some portion of that pure and ar- 
dent piety which shone so constantly 
and conspicuously in the life of tbeir 
beloved instructor. He hved to see 
the day when his college presented 
the aspect of a nursery for the church. 
Infidelity was gone, and religion reigned 
in its stead. 

'* As but very few of those who de- 
sired to prepare for the ministry had 
funds sufficient, Mr. H. determined to 
board them in his family. Although it 
was desirable, on account of the feeble 
state of Mrs. H.'s health, upon whose 
shoulders the main burden of the family 
rested, not to have a large family, yet 
she consented cheerfully to do what her 
husband believed would promote the 
glory of God. They had from twelve 
to fifteen boarders at a time, some of 
them gratiSf none paying the full price 
of board charged in the college ball 
and neighbourhood. The students 
were of&n takcA in the very com- 



mencement of their literary coarse. 
Mr. Hoge resolved to turn away none 
who seemed to have humble piety. He 
took them all, and tsusted in God for the 
means of sustaining them. True, be 
did not expect to be able to advance 
the money out of his own funds, but to 
obtain it through his own instrumen- 
tality. And the Lord did not sufifer 
him to be confounded. When he died, 
he had twenty young men, more or 
less dependent upon him. Not one of 
them was in debt. He saw to it that 
their bills were paid. He thought it 
a great disgrace for a Christian to be 
in debt; and looked upon him who 
could not practise economy, punctuali- 
ty, and frugality, as disqualified for the 
pure and spotless calling of a minister 
of Jesus. Yet he hated every thing 
like stinginess, parsimony, and selfish- 
ness. 

** He would always give up his own 
rights, rather than have a contest about 
them. He sometimes lost considerably 
in this way. But he never complained. 
His sense of justice was very keen. 
He once purchased a piece of land : it 
rose in value. He insisted that the 
person of whom he had purchased it* 
should partake of the profits. He pur- 
chased a horse, of which be was a 
most excellent judge — always keeping 
first rate horses. The man asked more 
for the horse than Mr. H. thought was 
right. He offered a price less than 
the owner asked. He took it. On 
trying the horse, Mr. H. found that he 
was much more valuable than he had 
supposed, and immediately sent the 
man the sum be had at first asked. 

** He was greatly opposed to slavery. 
Some of the funds of the coUege, as well 
as of some of the churches, consisted 
in slaves. At a time when no one 
thought much on the subject, soma 
persons had left le^cies of female 
slaves to benevolent mstitutions. They 
and their increase were hired out, and 
the proceeds applied to sustaining the 
objects of the institutions. Mr. H. 
used to call it the * black ruriD,' and 
never would receive any psrt of it. He 
once owned a very vicious girl, whom 
he endeavoured to prepare fi)r freedom. 
But finding it impoesible to mansge 
her, he thought it would be best 
to sell her to a good master. He 
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iid 80. He often said, that tbia gave 
him more pain than any act of his life. 
The last year of his life he paid the 
price back, and redeemed her from 
^ bondage. 

" Mr. H. died in the city of Phila- 
delphia m 1820, whither he had gone 
with a heavy heart to attend the Gene- 
ral Assembly. He was deeply dis- 
tressed at the commotions then agita- 
ting the church. And while he was 
far from embracing the Hopkinsian 
faith of some of his brethren, he greatly 
condemned the spirit and measures 
with which those brethren were met. 
He went in the spirit of the Gospel to 
pour in oil, and to bind up the wounds 
•f his much loved Zion. He was in 
delicate health at the time. His la- 
bours at home had been very great and 
very much blessed. Sick, fatigued, 
distressed, he continued to labour for 
bis master's kingdom. On his dying 
bed he would frequently awake sud- 
denly, and exclaim, ' The church — ^the 
churoh-^these metaphysics I do hate.* 
In his disturbed dreams, his laujoruage 
was the same : * The church — the 
ohurch*— these metaphysics I do hate.' 
Although he loved his friends, he never 
expressed any regret that they were 
not with him. He died far from home. 
He would look around his room, and 
say, < How comfortable it is ! I would 
not have a thing altered, for it is 
the will of God.' Hie sufferings were 
great»but not an impatient word escaped 
his lips. A few days before he died, 
he waked up, saying, < I am tired with 
lingering on the shore. How long, O 
Lord ! But, what Thou wilt, as Thou 
wilt, when Thou wilt !' Sometimes 
^ he would groan as being in agony. 
When asked, by Mrs. idoge, if he was 
in pain, he would say, * Did you ever 
hear me groan on account of bodily 
pain.'*' When he was urged te tell 
the cause of his suffering, he would 
say, 'Sinners, perishing sinners — and 
1 have done nothing for them as I ought 
to have done !' Death bad no terrors 
for him. He said that for the last thirty 
years, lie had walked hand in hand with 
diftatb. 

** His humility was very genuine. 
He aoarcely ever spoke of himself. 
When pressed to write a memoir of 
himself, he always replied, that if he 



left any papers worthy of publication 
afler his death, they might be pub- 
lished. But he took care to leave none 
that seemed to proclaim any thing 
about himself. He had been engaged 
in preparing a Moral Philosophy, drawn 
fVom the Bible. But it was not found 
amon^ his papers. He was unwilling 
to palm any of his views upon the 
world, as the pure system of that mo- 
rality which Qod teaches by his spirit 
in the word of truth. 

" He never said he « preached,' but 
' I triedy and I fear I have injured 
the cause in the attempt. ' Often when 
sinners would be at home weeping un- 
der the efl^cts of those exhibitions of 
the lore ef God in giving his Son for 
sinners, and Christians rejoicing in the 
words of consolation winch he drew 
from the plan of redemption, (for these 
were the themes on which be mainly 
dwelt,) he would be in his study, weep- 
ing as though his heart would break, 
and calling on God to forgive hia 
* poor, unfeeling, unfaithful attempts' 
to serve him in the Gospel of his Son." 



RULES FOR DOING GOOD. 

1. Watch for opportunities. Even 
Henry Martyn lost, through mere care- 
lessness, the best opportunity he had 
for many months, of distribntmg tracts 
in India. 

2. Do every day what belongs to 
that day. A man would not give, untO 
he could ^ve a large sum ; and before 
he got it, ne lost his all by a fire. 

3. Do something. If ^ou cannot 
preach, you can do something else. If 
you have not eloquence, you probably 
have money. If you have not money, 
you probably have influence. If you 
have not influence with the rich, you 
probably have with the poor. If you 
have no influence with man, you may 
have power with God, and prevail. 

4. When you grain an adv^tage, fol- 
low it up. It will not weaken even a 
strong cord to add another to it. 

6. What you do, do with your mififht. 
If people see you determined to do a 
thing immediately, they will help you; 
otherwise, they wUl have no heart ror it 
^ 6. Attempt great things. Bfany do 
not know what they ean do. 
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V*l. X. MAY, 1837. If*. 1. 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 

Thb Hom£ Missionary and American Pastor's Journal was ori^itaUy 
designed to occupy, in connexion with the Home Missionary Enterprise, a 
place similar to that which had been so long and so successfully held in aict 
of Foreign Missions, by the " Missionary Herald." Accordingly, its pages 
have been filled principally with original matter of a specific character, and it 
has been conducted on a plan in some respects peculiar. Unlike those pub' 
lications which are detoted to the interests of particular sections of the churchy 
or to the advancement of a single denomination, it avoids discussion of party 
or sectarian topics ; while it offers itself, for the sake of Christ and our coun- 
try, as the servant of all such as, agreeing in essential doctrines, desire to see 
an able ministry furnished and sustained, and Christian temples erected, and 
Christian sacraments enjoyed, in the length and in the breadth of this great 
republic. So far has this national and catholic feature of the Home Mission- 
ary been preserved, that it has forborne even to defend the Society under 
whose auspices it is published from hostile attacks, except by furnishing the 
facts of its usefulness and the claims of the field it is endeavoring to cultivate. 

The department of the work, denominated " The Home Missionary," ia 
filled with interesting details of the operations of the A. H. M. 8. and its 
auxiliaries ; the reported labors of its Missionaries and agents ; statistical and 
religious views of difierent sections of our country j appeals for laborers and 
for pecuniary aid, &c. j furnishing, altogether, a valuable mass of facts in re- 
lation to the progress of society, especially in the newer states. These facts 
are of the highest interest to every philanthropist ; and their value is particu- 
larly seen in the deep interest which they have awakened in the older in be- 
half of the newer portions of the church. Perhaps it is not too much to say, 
that the generous sympathy and aid which the older churches of our land 
have furnished for the establishment of learning and religion among those 
which are more recent, have been elicited mainly by the investigations and 
appeals of the agents and missionaries of the A. H. M. S., communicated 
through this periodical. 

"The American Pastor's JotJRNAL, or original sketches of real characters, 
conversations, and striking facts," is the second department of the work, ori- 
ginally connected with it, because it was supposed the conductors would 
possess some peculiar facflities for collecting the requisite materials^ That 
Vol. X. I 
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the pages deyoted to these sketches are highly acceptable and useful to the 
public, we are assured by frequent direct testimony, as well as by their exten- 
siye republication in other journals. 

In behalf, therefore, of the objects which it is the aim of this periodical 
to secure, and of the American Home Missionary Society, whose organ it is, 
we solicit for it the continued and extended patronage of the friends of Zion. 



CfORRESPONDENCE OF THE A. H. M. S. 



TESTIMONIES 

m nvOR OP THB AMERICAN HOME MISSION- 
lET »OCIETY, DERIYEO FROM ITS OPERA- 
TIONB. 

From ike JPresbytericm Ckwrchj m Galena. 
JU. 

To the Cor. Sec. of A. H. M. Society. 

Match 18^, 1837. 
Sir-^At a meeting of the First Presby- 
terian church, in Galena, on the l&ih inst*^, 
it was voted unanimously, " That this 
church is able--and ought — to support their 
own minister,- and that they no longer need 
the assistance of the Amenean Home Mis- 
sionary Society." 

The undersigned were appointed a com- 
mittee to express through you, to the A. H. 
M. Society, the sincere thanks of this 
church, and the deep obligations they are 
under to youiT society, for the assisiance 
whidi ha» been given iw supporting our 
pastor for the last seven years. We are 
also requested to make known to your so- 
ciety, the desire and intention of this 
ehureh, not only to refund the amount 
which has been received from the A. H. M. 
Society, but to- contribute in assisting other 
destitute chulpches.^ All this we hope, by 
the Messing of GKxl, to accomplish in a short 
time. 

We have the honor to be, 

Tour obedient servants, 
Horatio Newhall, 
A. 6. Campbell, 
Jaremiah Bettis. 



TEe pastor of the church above mentioned, 
Itev. Aratus Kent, in his concluding report, 
iaakes the following statements respecting 
the history of his mission, and its resists : 

I have been now seven years a recipient 
of the bounty of your society, and am 
demly and painfull)r conscious of Christian 
and ministerial unmithfolness. But I have 
Wd difficulties to grapple with, and burdens 



to bear, which cannot well be estimated hy 
those who have occupied a more highly 
cultivated field. For more than two year* 
I labored alone, without Christians enough 
to form a church, or to maintain a praycF 
meeting. 

Our church now numbers sixty-two. We 
have morning and evening meetings for 
prayer, a female benevolent society, a ma- 
ternal association, and prayer meeting.^ 
The monthly distribution of tracts has been 
in successful operation for a year. We 
have commenced a house for public wor- 
ship, and have four thousand dollars sub- 
scribed. We have two good schools, taught 
by members of our own church. We have 
had during the whole time, an interesting 
Sabbath School, and many are now scat-^ 
tered over the country who were once under 
its influence. Last fall, I met in one day, 
at a distance of three hundred miles, three of 
its earliest pupils; two were merchants,- 
and one a mechanic; two hope they are 
Christians, and all, so far as I can learn, 
sustain a ffood moral character, amidst the 
crowds of vicious people with whom they 
are daily and hourly minsling. 

In taking my leave of your society, I 
would express my grateful acknowledg- 
ments for the promptness with which every 
wish has been met, and my Rowing con- 
viction that you are performmg a service 
for the West, and for our country, and for 
the church, which none can so well appre- 
ciate as those who witness its happy re- 
sults. 



Prom the Rev. N. H. Harding, MiUon, 

N.C. 

Mr. S. concludes his last quarterly re- 
port with the following announcement, viz > 

Thus I have giten you dn account of 
my work, and the present state of the field. 
And now I must turn to a subject unplea- 
sant in one view, though as it will relieve 
you from the burden of supporting an un- 
; worthy servant of Christ, it may be said 
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to have a pleasant aspect The brethren 
iuive eonduded to make out the deficiency 
in mjr support without the aid ot* your no- 
ble society. This report will therefore close 
my connexion with you for the present, as 
your missioaary. I cannot but regard your 
floeiety with peculiar feeling— the happiest 
Mtid most usefui part of my life has oeen 
apent in connexion with it ; and in every 
place where I have labored as your mis- 
sionary, I cannot but hope that souls have 
been converted. It was while I was your 
missionary that the glorious revival was in 
Oxford. A part of the members of that 
church, and subjects of that revival, re- 
moved to Ten nessee. Indeed tlieir removal 
was the main cause of my leaving that 
place. But I now see that the hand of the 
. Lord was in it. They went to a large and 
flourishing village where there was no 
Presbyterian church. They have formed 
a church, settled a minister, and I have just 
heard that they have had a revival, and that 
seventy have joined the people of the Lord. 

Thus the eood done by your Society 
spreads, and 1 trus^ it will spread, till it 
fills the whole land. 

With very many thanks for the aid so 
generously afforded me, and with many 
prayers that Qod may make your Society 
a rich and overflowing blessing to the land, 
I remain, &c. 



the efficient aid of the A. H. M. S., through 
its branch in this state, without which wo 
could not have gom thus far^ and h<^ thai 
by its continued assistance, with God!s. 
blessing, we shall be, erelong, not on^ 
able to sustain alone the ministrations ot 
the gospel, but to lend aid to supply the 
wants of those, who, like ourselves, art 
now struggling with need. 



From 9, Mifdster in Western Neto- York, 

I was in the employ of the United Do- 
mestic Missionary Society, one year before 
the formation of tne A. H. M. S., and have, 
at different plaees, been laboring almost 
ever since as a missionary of the latter So- 
ciety. Under God, I look to the A. H. M. 
S., as the sheet-anchor of the American 
church. May the Lord raise up more and 
more liberal supporters of it; and more 
and more fiiithful missionaries to labor 
among the destitute portions of our beloved 
Zion. I love to contemplate the onward 
march of the Society, as she sends out the 
bumble missionary, and breaks to the other- 
wise destitute the bread of life. Praying 
for an increase of grace and usefulness 
among the missionaries, and of zeal, pru- 
dence and wisdom amons those who man- 
age the aflEairs of the Society, I remain, &c 



JP^om Rev. & Stoeetzer, Gardiner^ Me. 

During the past year, the society with 
which I have been connected in this villa^, 
has received much favor of the Lord. The 
church was organized in July, 1835, and 
consisted of ten individuals. Previous to 
March, 1836, two others were added by let- 
ter, ami sinee that time sixteen have been 
united to us — six by profession, and ten by 
letter* The past year has been one, we 
trust, of spiritual increase. The evidences 
of devotedness to the cause of the Redeemer 
on the part of his professed followers, have 
been more decisive. During the first two 
years of my ministry here, we were without 
a house of worship. In November last, a 
neat and convenient house was dedicated to 
God, and at th^ same time I was ordained 
pastor of the church. God has blessed us, 
as we trust, in some measure, with the 
converting influences of htfi Spirit. During 
the winter there has been an unusual de^ee 
of seriousness, and some very encouraging 
cases of hopeful conversion to Gk)d. 

Without great things to boast of, we have 
ffreat mercies to be thankful for. We have 
been enabled to do something for Home and 
Foreign Missions— for the Bible Society, 
and are now endeavoring to do more, m 
connexion with the Tract cause. We have 
reason to remember, with gratitude to God, 



Prom a Minister in Pennsylvania. 

I present, mydear brother, through yon, 
my congratulations to the Society which 
you represent, that in the hand of Uod, they 
nave been the means of accomplishing so 
much good in this region . Had it not ^n 
for your timely assistance, we should cer- 
tainly not have been able to continue in ex- 
istence to the present time. 



REVIVALS OF REUNION. 

" M/ Spirit remain4th toUh j^ou^Jear not,** 

In issuing the Ih'st number of a new vo- 
lume, it gives us great {Measure to fiimiah tha 
folloiving extracts of correapondence^ show- 
ing that Ood hath not ** forgotten to be gra- 
cious.'' Of late, many Christians have found 
in the aspect of the times occasions for dis- 
couragement. The inroads of workUiness up- 
on the time, the spirit and the institutions of 
the church, as well as the attacks of infidel- 
ity upon the very foundations of all reh'gion ; 
and, more than all, the painfoi difiSurences 
ezisling in some of the principal departments 
oi the** sacramental host,** are well adapted 
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to occasiioo sadness of heart and feebjbsness 
of effcnrt, in those who love Zion ^' above their 
chief joy." But, when in the midst of these 
discouragements, we can hear the voice of 
Ood, "My spirit remaineth with youj fear 
not," and can see the illustration of this gra- 
cious word ii» the reviving of the churches, 
here and there throughout our land« our fears 
are scattered, new faith inspires the heart of 
piety, and ne>v energy neryes the arm of 
zeal 



ILLINOIS. 

i^<M» the Rev. AraPus Kent^ Galena^ 111. 

I returned from synod with increasing 
desires and a reuewed purpose to labor for 
the revival of God's work ia the hearts of 
his people. 

In December^ after labor jug several weeks 
with the churchy we were joined by brothers 
Beecher and Gridly, and we had preaching 
idmost daily for near two weeks. The 
church were much cjuickened, some back- 
filiders recovered, and about fifteen hope- 
fully converted. And we have great reason 
to thank the Lord for this mercy. But we 
jstill hope to see greater things than these. 
The commuQity at large have not partici- 
pated. The great deep is not broken up. 
We hope, however, that the saints have re- 
<ceived an impulse and an unction which 
will prepare thenj to labor ii> the vineyard 
pf the tori. 



MICHIGAN. 

JFVom the Rev, J. M, Ellis, Grass Lake, 
Mich, 

The first Sabbath ya March was an in- 
teresting day. The Lord's supper was ad- 
ministered, and seven were added to the 
church, four of them on examination. 

We have just closed a protracted meeting 
in the most interesting stage of its progress, 
for want of help and from the failure of my 
own health. There were several hopeful 
conversions, and fifteen or twenty anxious 
inquirers, and also a very general and un- 
usual seriousness for miles around. Our 
meetings were crowded and overflowing : 
every appearance indicated the happiest re- 
sults, had there been no ^^rruption and 
no want of help. 



Prom Rev. J. G, Kanouse, Lodi, Mich. 

This misSionwnr writes under date of 
March 16th—" We are now in the midst 
«f a precious revivd ; we hope for a^ many 
at twenty-five. Th^ Lord is still ampng 



Frcm Rev, Ferris Fitch, Richmond City, 
Ohio. 

After mentioning that the additions to the 
Church have been nineteen on profession, 
and fifteen by letter, and that about forty 
persons have been hopefully converted, du» 
ring the year past, Mr. P. adds : — 

Of the converts above enumerated, a few 
have joined the Baptists, some the Method* 
ists, and some more wijl unite with us. For 
a few months' past the members of our 
church have possessed, in an unusual de^. 
grce, the spirit of prayer. 



PJ5NNSYLVANU, 

From Rev. R. W. Landis, Jeffersonville, 
Pa. 

On page 218 of our last volume, we pub^ 
lished a brief announcement that a woik of 
grace was begun in this place. Since that 
publication, we have received the following 
additional information :— 

I tajce my pen with pleasure to inform 
you that since my last report, the Lord has 
visited us with a season of refreshing from 
his presence. We have just receiv;ed on 
profession twenty-eight, to the fiill commu- 
nion of the church, and two by letter. Be- 
sides these there are at least five persons 
who are fruits of our revival, who have 
united with other communions. Besides 
thei^ there are also many who are under 
deep and serious exercise of mind. The 
revival is still in progress, the spirit of 
prayer still continues^ and Christians labor 
as earnestly apd fervently as at first.. 



MASSACHUS]$'rT;3. 

Rev. C. W. Allen writes from Norton^ 
Mass. — " We have enjoyed what may al- 
most be termed a revival of religion this 
past winter.** Fifteen are reported as hope- 
ful subjects of divine grace, and the addi- 
tions to the church, on profession of their 
faith, twenty-seven. 



MAINE. 

From Rev. SUas M^Keen, Belfast, Me. 

" We have been blessed with a precious 
revival. Several of our influential men, (1 
mean those who worship with us,) have 
been, we believe, converted to Grod, and have 
united with the church. The state of the 
Society has, I suppose, been more encour* 
agin? the last year than at aoy former 
time. 
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The same communication mentions the 
addition of twenty-five persons to the church 
on profession of their faith in ChrisL 



Prom Rev, Truman .Baldwin^ Darieny 
Getiessee Co., N. Y. 

A special effort for the benefit of souls 
was made by this church in a series of meet- 
ings, which commenced on the 9th of Janu- 
ary. It was a season of refreshing to the 
church, and a very favorable impression 
was left on the minds of the community, 
as far as I have learned. Since that, seven- 
teen have united with this church by pro- 
fession. Some have attached themselves 
to other communions; and there are yet 
those indulging hope^ who it is expected 
will unite ere long with us. As prospects 
now are, it may be anticipated, that this 
church, at no very distant period, will be 
able to SHStain for themselves the institu- 
tions of the gospel, without foreign aid. 



From Rev, A. W. BushneU, Livingston- 
vUle, N. Y. 

Soon after I commenced labor here, prayer 
meetings were established in the different 
school districts, within the bounds of the 
society. These means were beneficial in 
stirring up the people of God to labor and 
pray for the salvation of perishing souls. 
It was thought advisable to bring the scat- 
tered, feeble band together, and unitedly to 
supplicate the throne of grace for the de- 
scent of the Holy Spirit, whilst the truth 
should be pressed upon the sinner's con- 
science. A meeting for this purpose com- 
menced March 8th, and continued twelve 
days. The Lord appeared in mercy. The 
fiiUh of Christians was strengthened, and 
about twenty who were in bondage to sin 
and Satan were brought into the glorious 
liberty of the gospel. It is the Lord's do- 
ing, and we give him all the glory. 



REPORTS OP MISSIONARIES. 

A TOUR IM ARKANSAS. 

^om Rev. A. R. Batiks, Washington, 
Hempstead Co., Ark. 

On 1st June, 1836, 1 entered Arkansas, 
and commenced to "preach Christ and the 
resurrection" wherever I could get an au- 
dience. I soon learned that it was indeed 
a moral as well as a natural wilderness. 
Few, very few " roses" were to be found. 
When I ent^^ the state, J determined to 



travel over the greater part of it, before I 
located permanently ; as you did not, nei- 
ther could you, designate any p«rticular 
field to labor in. I therefore first visited the 
tracts of country lying on White and Ai^- 
kansas rivers, particularly the lower parts. 
I thfen came to Red River, where a minister 
of our denomination bad hardly been seen; 
and, being advised by physicians that the 
country was sickly in Jul^, August, and 
September, I located here during these 
months. 

After the sickly season had passed by, I 
set out on a tour through the western, north- 
western, and middle counties of the state. 
On my way I attended the meeting of Ar- 
kansas Presbytery in the Choctaw nation, 
composed entirely of the missionaries of 
the Choctaw nation, except brother Moore 
of Little Rock. Here I was delighted to 
see about five hundred Choctaws, listeninf 
attentively to the word of life. 1 spent two 
weeks in the nation, preaching at different 
places as I had opportunity, at Fort Tow- 
son, The Agency, Fort Coffee, the Mission 
Stations, &c. I found in Washington 
County, at Cane Hill, and Osage Prairie, 
two little (lurches had been oreanized, by 
your former missionary, Mr. Woods ; but 
they have been entirely destitute of the 
public means of grace since he left, exeept 
while I was with them, and occasionally tiuB 
preaching of other denominations. They 
are anxious for a missionary, and can partly 
support one. I then visitol Batesville and 
the adjacent country, passing all the way 
down White River to Jadcson County, find- 
ing nothing but moral destitution, until I 
came to the fragments of the little flock, 
that brother D. L. Gray left at Litchfield 
two years ago. They are in a destitute 
condition, about twenty-five in number. 
Here I spent a iew days, preached, and vi- 
sited from house to house, distributed tracts 
&c., and then set out for this place, spending 
a few days at Little Rock, with brother 
Moore, and his precious little flocks 

Church organized at Spring Hill. 

On 26th November, I a^ain preached at 
Spring Hill, organized a Sabwith school, 
and a t>ible class with about fifteen scholars 
in all. By solicitation and reflection I came 
to the conclusion that this point was more 
important to be occupied than any I had vi- 
sited. I therefore made preparation to or- 
ganize a church on Christmas, assisted by 
a young clergyman from South Carolina^ 
by the name of Gray, who was exploring 
the country and who has since returned to 
Alabama. It was an interesting time to 
many of us. I trust the Spirit was striving 
with many hearts. Nine came forward and 
joined us on certificate, to whom we ad- 
ministered the Lord's Supper. At present 
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-we meet in the female academy, but a lot 
has been given by the proprietor, and a 
subscription has wen opened for building 
a Presbyterian meeting-house, and about 
^1600 subscribed. We shall probably, by 
fall, have a comfortable house of worship, 
either brick or framed. Thus you see 
what the Lord is doing for us here in " the 
ends of the earth," " whereof we are glad." 
In reviewing the whole field, and the en- 
gagements of the past year, I find many 
things to encourage my heart and the 
friends of Zioo, and much, very much to 
discourage. There are a few that seem to 
pray earnestly for the peace of Jerusalem, 
and the universal triumph of gospel grace. 
The great mass seem to be floating uncon- 
sciously down the tide of time, without ever 
thinking once to what port they are bound, 
to Heaven or to Hell ! Our aim is con- 
stantly to sound the notes of alarm to such; 
pointihem to the future — direct them to the 
Lamb of God — and leave the result to God. 



let no opportunity pass us. On the first 
day of the meeting, I conversed with, and 
exhorted two young men, who came in my 
way. The amount of preaching I had to 
give, prevented me from attending to this 
duty on the subsequent days of the meetine. 
Both these young men were awakenea: 
one professed to have submitted to the 
Lord, and joined the church during the 
meeting, and the other sought the prayers 
of GrocFs people in his behalf. The young 
man who professed, together with another, 
who joined us about a year ago, are both 
young men whom I have for a long time 
had in my mind; and as I'have obtained 
the consent of both to study for the minis- 
try, I wish to take the necessary steps to 
have them educated. They are persons of 
promising character . 



FVom a Missionary Report, 

LABORS AMONG THE BLACKS. 

Since my last report, I have given, my 
attention chiefly to the black people. Three 
years ago I labored ni^ht and day among 
this class; but the excitement in reference 
to abolition, shut up the Way. For two 
years I have been preaching to the white 
people. We are again making some eflbrts 
to have the way opened. We must first 
operate upon the master. He must be 
brought to feel his obligations. The mis- 
sionary who preaches to the black people in 
this country, has a most important, and, in 
n^any respects, a desirable field to labor in. 
He feels as if he were preaching to the be- 
nighted heathen. But he has a decided ad> 
■vantage over the missionary who under- 
stands not the language of nis congrega- 
,tion. There js i^carcely any minister of 
the gospel here who would not choose 
to preacn to the black people. Surely no 
people need the gospel more than they. 
We hope the tin^ is not far distant when it 
^]l\ J^ preached on every plantation. 



From Rev, H". Patrick, Ridgeway, Lovmdes 
Co.j Miss. 

Brother Wright, Archibald, and myself, 
held a protracted meeting together last &11. 
On the first day of the meeting, at our sug- 
gestion, we formed an agreement among 
ourselves, that we would endeavor to con- 
Terse privately on the subject of religion 
with every individaal we could find, and 



I^am Rev. John Warnock^ Romej Floyd 
Co., Ga. 

I regret to state that there is nothing 
specially interesting to report, in reference 
to my field, although when I compare my 
own field of labor with other portions of 
the Cherokee country, the prospect is as 
bright and cheering as any that presents 
its^f. Sardis church have nearly com- 
pleted a house of worship, which, is the 
only house of worship erected in a country 
nearly thirty milev square. 

Puring the last . quarter, I have put in 
circulation about one hundred volumes of 
the "Bract Society's standard volumes, and 
distributed gratuitously about five thousand 
pa^ of tracts, granted me by the society. 
It IS hoped that this labor may not be in 
vain, although, my dear brother, I am ready 
to say, " Lord, who hath believed our re- 
port," and although I should greatly prefer, 
were it the will of my Master, to oe in a 
different field, I trust my desire is to fioUow 
the leadings of Providence. 



From Rev. J. R. Barnes^ EvansviXU, hid, 

I applied, last fall, for a commission to go 
to Illinois. On my way, I stopped to spend 
the Sabbath in Evansville, and finding the 
church destitute of a minister, and perceiv- 
ing the fieW a very important one, I con- 
sented to remain. At tne time of my arri- 
val the Presbyterian church had been with- 
out a minister more than a year. Their 
house of worship, was occupied by a vari^ 
of preachers of different denominations, so 
that usually the people could hear preach- 
ing once every Sabbath. But the iSeoX of 
preaching, fh>m so many different minis- 
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lost. The action of no onermiTtd was re- 
peated often enough to proiuce any^ ^^rma- 
nent good^ and Christians seemed to have 
cast off their responsibility. My first en^ 
deavor was, to get the church together^ and 
lead them to feel their obligatioxyi of, a 
church. The number of members was 
nineteen, seven males and twelve females. 
Though this church was organized many 
years since, it has never seen a revival. 

Means of Grace, 
There is but one meetins-house in the 

flace — that belongs to the Presbyterians, 
have said that until I came^ it was occu- 
pied by all denominations. Presbyterians, 
Cumberland Presbyterians, Episcopalians, 
Methodists and Baptists, all worshipped 
there in common. About one hundred and 
fifty hearers usually attended. The Pres- 
byterian church desiring to have regular 
preaching every Sabbath, a division took 
place — the different denominations sought 
other places to hold their meetings. This, 
at the time, caused some unpleasant feeling, 
on the part of those who haid long occupied 
our housey but it has resulted in good^ 
Three places of worship are now open every 
Lord's day, and the number of attendants is 
many more than before the separation. My 
conereeation varies from fitly to one hun- 
dred. 1 preach twice on the Sabbath, teach 
a bible class during the week, hold regular 
church meetings once in two weeks. The 
monthly concert I have established, but as 
yet the church do not manifest much inte- 
rest in it. I preach occasionally in neigh- 
boring settlements^ A union prayer meet- 
ing is held every week, with a good decree 
of interest, aho a female prayer meeting. 
The Sunday school was sustained until 
winter set in. It wiA soon be revived, and 
we hope with' good effect on parents and 
children. 

State of Morals, 
The tew/perance cause has taken strong 
hold in this place. A retail license is vir- 
tually denied, as it cannot be obtained for 
fess than five hundred dollars^ Some of 
the most influential men of the place are 
warm supporters of the cause. The loose 
and corrupting sentiments of the infidel 
Owen, have b^n widely di^sed, and tlieir 
demoralizing effects are still i)lainly to be 
seen. Most of the yotfth are given to plea- 
sure and amusement. Iteligious education 
has been sadly neelected. There is not one 
member in our church under twenty-five, 
nor is there one, so far as my knowledge 
extends, in any other. Yet religious sen- 
timent is fast gaining the ascendancy. The 
Sabbath is, at least, outwardly regarded. 
Were it not for the steam-boats which in- 
terrupt its sacred stillness, we should enjoy 



W^hope that pubhc opinion, bated on re- 
ligiou^rinciple, will soon check this great 
evil. 



MORE ABOUT £M^RA^8 FROM THE EAST. 

A missionary who speaks feelingly, be- 
cause he finds his hands weakened by the 
influences ofVbich he cempkune, makes the 
following remarks^ which, with other no- 
tices of the same tenor, we commend to those 
Eastern churches who have already, or are 
about to have their representatives in the 
West. Do not these things indicate a want 
of discrimination in the admission of mem- 
bers to the church, or a lack of instruction in 
reference to the pursuit of worldly posses- 
sions ? 

Our discouragements are many ; but all 
others together are not half so appalling, a% 
the one so frequently complained of here at 
the West, viz:— the inconsistency — the 
shipwreck of faith of im>fes8or8 of religion 
coming from the East. This is not always 
the case. Some are what they seemed to 
he atihtEeiat-~active, consistent Christians. 
But as it regards many, it may truly be 
asked **whai do ye more than others 1** 
** money" i» their motto. They do vastly 
more injury to religion than the open infr- 
del. "They that vnll he rich fall into many 
foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men 
in perdition." Some fall victims to infide- 
lity, some break the Sabbath ; if they break 
it not openly, they at least do not spend it in 
the public and private exercises of Grod'» 
worship; some lend aU their influence 
against the usefulness of a minister. One 
of the first settlers of the town, who does not 
profess religion, made this remark ; " I have 
known many bring religion vnto this place, 
but I never knew one carry any out of it." 



Prom Rev. A. S. WdlSf T^oy, Mck, 

PRAISEWORTHY EFFORT.- 

The church, in Troy^ consists of aboikt 
fifly members. They live in a plain farm- 
ing town, and are most of them in moderate 
circumstances, and some are really poor} 
and yet they have now about ready for de- 
dication, a comfortable church, that hascosli 
them above two thousand dollars,^ most of 
which they have subscribed. The parson- 
afi^e wiH cost them five or six hundred more. 
The most of this expense has been sustain- 
ed (or will be when the houses ai^ com-' 
pleted and paid for) by ten or twelve indi- 
viduals, who, with their fhmilie5, constitute 
the main part of this society. It is under 
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these circJunistances th^ ask for aid, but if^ 
the Lord shall prosper jis a year or two^we 
shall be able to number' ourseWes #mong 
your auxiliaries. 



THE BLESSING OF GOD ON »1X YEARa? LABOR. 

Frbm Rev. LMther Humphrey, Beardslefs 
Prairie^ Mich. 

The \vriter of this letter was first commis- 
sioned by the American Home Missionary 
Society to labor in the south-western part of 
Michigan, in 1830. Throughout the whole 
time the missionary aid furnished to him has 
been contributed by the Sabbath Scholars' 
Missionary Association, connected with 
Duane (formerly Cedar) street church, New- 
York. During this period, many of the 
youthful benefactors of our missionary, have 
emerged from the years of pupilage, and are 
already mingling in the more active business 
of life. With what satisfaction must they 
look back on the history of their efforts, and 
trace the results in the facts given below. 

1 do not now receive, and have not re- 
ceived from the people, during the six years 
which I have been in Michigan, but a very 
small compensation for my labors. Had it 
not been for the assistance which I have re- 
ceived from the A. H. M. S., and through 
them from the dear Sabbath Scholars' Mis- 
sionary Association, wIk) have kindly con- 
trlbutcil for my support, my circumstances 
must have been more straitened than they 
have been. It will therefore be difficult for 
me in words, to express the feelings of my 
heart, to those kind friends who have mi- 
nistered to my wants. Maj^ the Lord re- 
if ard them a thousand fold into their own 
bosoms I 

As it respects the missionary field in 
which I have labored ; in looking back for 
six years, I think there is much reason for 
gratitude to the great Head of the church, 
that he has accomplished so much for this 
new and rising country. When I first came 
here, there was but one Presbyterian minis- 
ter within more than one hundred miles 
every way from this place. No bible so^ 
cieties — no religious tract, education, or 
other benevolent institutions. No tempe- 
rance society, and but one Sabbath school 
in existence, in all this region. There were 
few, or no common schools, and moral de- 
solations spread far and wide. There was 
but one Presbytery in Michigan, and but a 
small number of ministers belonging to it. 
Since that time, the synod of Michigan has 
been organized, which now consists of three 
pretty full presbyteries. The St. Joseph's 
presbytery, to which 1 belong, consists of 



nottlesft than #ine ordained ministers, and 
three licen4ate«. . There are several county 
bible toclfeties, fend a number of bible clas- 
«;&. Sabbath- schools, with si^itable libra- 
ries, have been established in many of the 
settlements, and common schools are also 
nuSeroiJS It is true there is still a great 
want of suitable teachers, but in this respect 
the country has much improved, and re- 
spectable academies, male and female, are 
rising up in the different places, and it is 
hoped the time is not far distant when there 
will be respectable coHeges erected in this 
part of the country. Religious tract, and 
education societies have, to some extent,^ 
been established, and also many tempe- 
rance societies ; and a good proportion of 
the members of which have engaged to ab- 
stain from everything as a beverage which 
can intoxicate, and the number ot " te-to- 
tallers" is continually increasing. 



A VOICE PROM MICHIGAN. 

From sixty to one hundred destiMe 
churches. . . 

Why is it, that sofew ministers and mis- 
sionaries, are disposed to come to Michi- 
gan 1 — P. has labored for more than a year 
to obtain a minister, offering S6C0 and $700, 
and has but just succeeded. A. offering the 
same has no minister. M. readyto support 
liberally a faithful pastor has been for 
months destitute. There are perhaps from 
sixty to one hundred destitute churches^ 
many of them important,many ready to sup- 
port a pjkstor "without aid, all anxious to do 
something, all waiting and praying, and en- 
treating, in vain, for pastors. It is a fact, 
undisputed, I believe, that in no one of the 
free states, are there so many destitute 
churches — able to support pasters t and so 
many that with a little aid would, in a short 
time, be able, as in Michigan ; and none 
affording more encouragement, both as a 
field of usefulness tind prospect of imme- 
diate suceessv Why are they so slew to 
cornel 



Provn a Missionary ReporL 

" THE FIRST BALL.** 

There has also in this vicinity appeared 
of late to be a growing love for vain amuse- 
ments. At thfe commencement of the year,^ 
it was remarked that in this village of nearly 
three hundred inhabitants, there had never 
been a ball. But about the middle of Feb- 
ruary I learnt that one was appointed at a 
tavern in this place on the evening of 
Washington's birthday. I was deeply 
affected with the iritelligence, in view of 
the injury to souls it would be likely to da. 
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The Sabbath Dtcvious VfieajM from 
Matt. 14 ; 1 — 12, in whict tendeavQred,to 
expose the evils of dancing,«iu(lof tin at- 
tendance upon it, in a cleaft light, JHfler 
preaching I appointed a prajrer mettmg to 
be holden with a family living, iinder the 
same roof, as the one with whom the ball 
was appointed, and to commence at the 
same hour. A Methodist brother hearing 
of it, gave it out at a Methodist prayer meet- 
ing, and exhorted all the brothers and sis- 
ters to attend. The evening came. The 
prayer meeting was full. All seemed to be 
earnest in pleading with Grod to have mercy 
upon their thoughtless friends, who might 
assemble in an adjoining room to copy the 
example of Herod, Her(xlias and Salomae. 
The knowledge of the meeting evidently 
had an eifea ; for of the forty or fifty 
couple who were expected, and tor whom 
provision was made, only three or four 
attended. And all consider this business 
of a " first ball" an entire failure. O that 
all the youthful portion of community 
through the land might have written on 
their nearts Heaven's awful declaration 
against " revellings," which I consider but 
another word for dancing parties ! *' They 
which do such things shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God." 



JF^rom Rev. J. C. Eastman^ Washington 
C. H., FayeUe Co., O. 

k DIU4P1DATED CmJRCH RB-EOIFIED THROUGH 
MISSIONARY EFFORT. 

This church was organized in 1813, and 
had occasional supplies for a while, and at 
length enjoyed the labors of a devoted pas- 
tor for two years. On his* removal, a sad 
decline ensued. The church records were 
lost, and for seventeen years they had no 
preaching, nor a single communion season. 
The consequence was, that from seventy- 
four members the church was reduced to 
nine. And this was its condition when the 
Chilicothe Presbytery sent me here in Sep- 
tember, 1834, on a mission for three months. 
And through missionary aid I have been 
continued here until the present time. The 
result of re-establishing the means of grace, 
in a place devoted to Satan, is encouraging 
indeed. Although twice as many have left 
this church as were in it two years and a 
half ago, yet it has increased sicc-fold. 



A HAPPY CHANGE. 

From a Missionary in Ohio. 

At a recent communion, we received to 
the church on examination Mr. T. He is 
the father of fifteen children. Two years 
ago it was a rare thing to see any of that 
large family at meeting. Eighteen months 
since, the third son found Christ precious 

YOL. X. 2 



to his soul j odd profdibed his love to him 
befote the Vorld. From that day Jbrweyd, 
h« ceased not to pray continually for tlie 
conversion of his mrents. Six months 
afi;o, the mother took Christ's yoke upon her. 
These things took hold of the &ther. For 
a whiH he y^B very constant at the house 
of God. But he s<^n t>ecame too unhappy 
to be easy thelt: and to drive away all 
anxiety, he again left the sanctuary and 
spent the Sabbath mostly in lonely wander- 
ings. But the arrow of the Almighty stuck 
fast within him, and he found no peace till 
he cast himself tqpon the mercy of Christ. 
Now, that house, destitute of the fiunily 
altar for twenty-five years, has its morning 
and evening devotions. Now on the Sal^ 
bath, parents and chiklren are eariy and 
punctual at Sabbath school, preaching, and 
bible class. Mr. T. lately remarked to me, 
" Oh it is wretched business to spend youth 
and the prime of life in sin, and defer th^ 
service of God and all the Christian duties 
till old age." 



WASTE PLACES IN OHIO. 

You could hardly believe that there could 
be such a moral waste in the very heart of 
Ohio, as we find here. From Zanesville to 
Colunibus, on the national road, 53 miles, 
there is no Presbyterian preacher but my- 
self. And here are ten flourishing villages, 
which ought to be occupied by at least five 
settled pastors. From Newark to Lancas- 
ter, nearly thirty miles, on the sreat norths 
em and southern rout through the state, 
there are four villages and no pastor : and 
from Newark to Circle ville, nearly fifty 
miles by the canal, and through a number 
of flourishing villages : no setUed pastor of 
our denomination is found. Here is ample 
room for ten faithful missionaries. Is there 
none to be found of suflicient missionary 
zeal, who would be willing to work hard 
and/ar^ hard — sleep in a log cabin, and 
preach in Jacob's sanctuary, or in sudi an 
one as our blessed Master deiened to occupy 
when he entered the workl 1 1f so, send them 
on, and they shall find enough to do. 

Sabbath Breaking. 
But one of the most serious difficulties we 
have to encounter, is the desecration of the 
holy Sabbath. This is the more formida- 
ble, because it is sanctioned by the laws of 
our country. The mail stage must run and 
all the other stages take license to do like- 
wise. They come rattling into these little 
towns almost every hour of the Sabbath. 
Then the mail must be opened ; the news 
must be read and commented upon ; passen- 

fers mast be attended to ; dinners cooked ; 
orses changed and fed, and servants and 
ostlers run to and fro, all is hurry and con- 
fusion. If the mind were ever so cahn whed 
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the light of ibis blessed day gild%the iTy>rn, | 
H ffiast %e well balanced to remain unrufile(t ' 
through the moral lemocst that rages d^pring I 
the day. How can n be expected that we 
can get the impenitent to stop and think 
long enough to repent 1 Thge wyres of 
moral pollution are jncessant,Thid it would 
seem as though they i^ould sweep away 
every vestige of piety or seriousness. 

fyom Rev. Ira Smith, Ashtabula, O. 

ENCOURAGfNG PROGRESS. 

From August to February last, seven 
irnited with our church by letter, and eleven 
by profession. On the last Sabbath in July, 
fifty*siJC were added, of whom forty- 6ve 
were on profes»ion \ making the whole 
number who have united with the church 
«inee July, seventy-four, though only eigh- 
teen of that number are included in the 
period covered by my present commission. 

A convenient nouse of worship was com- 
pleted in June, and the dedication was fol- 
lowed by a protracted meeting of deep in- 
terest. The additions to the church were 
the fruit of the meeting. The Baptist and 
Methodist churches shared in the blessing. 



TEMPERANCE ANECDOTE. 

The danger of Reservations. 

About the middle of December last, our 
Sabbath school was thrown into a state of 
perfeet derangement, by a very serious mis- 
step of its superintendent — a man of un- 
questionable piety, under whose labors the 
school had nourished from its comnvence- 
ment. This man, now fifty years old, had 
lived many years a confirmed drunkard. 
About six years a^o he reformed, gave evi- 
dence of piety, joined the Temperance 
Society, and united with the church. In 
joining the former society, he expressly re- 
served the use of brandy, for a bowel com- 
plaint, to which he was subiect. Here lay 
the mischief. Twice he used it without any 
serious results ; but on the third -trial it 
overcame him. You can conceive the se- 
quel, it transformed him into another man. 

When he came to himself his soul was 
filled with horror for what he had done. The 
church which had reposed the utmost con- 
fidence in his piety and stability, and upon 
whom it leaned, to a considerable degree, 
felt weak and trembled. The utmost disor- 
der ensued. " Some said he is a good man: 
others said nay, but he deceiveth the peo- 
ple." Twice was he elected superintendent 
by those who considered his fall a mere in- 
advertency. He was however sn^ended 
from the church for a season, and yielded 
his place, cheerfully, until the lapse of about 
two months, when the act suspending him 
was rescinded. He is now restored to the 
church, and his place in the Sunday school. 



on conditllDn that4ie pledge himself to ab- 
stwn irom all that can intoxicate, with 
whicji he*as^st cheerfully corapHeid. His 
deep penitencennd his humble walk, have 
restored to him the affections and confidence 
of the church and the Sabbath school. I 
h^ve been thus particular, to show the in- 
dispensable importance of the total absti- 
nence principle, to the reformed drunkard ; 
and if to him, to the whole community. He 
that makes the slightest reserve, for the 
most ostensible reasons, reserves the oppor- 
tunity to destroy his own peace and useful- 
ness, and scandalize both the cause of tem- 
perance and religion. 



From Rev, B. Woodbury ^ Plain, Wood 
Co., O. 

TIMES OP REFRESHING. 

At the meeting of ministerial brethren 
in December, arrangements were made for a 
series of meetings at Plain. I made what 
previous preparation I could. I had some 
help from Br. Alvord of Maumee, also 
from Br. Van Tassell, once or twice. The 
children of the covenant and of the Sabbath 
school received special attention. God was 
pleased to hear and answer prayer, and 
almost all the children of the church were 
brought to hope in the pardoning mercy of 
God, seventeen in number. The dear bre- 
thren and sisters know not how to rejoice 
enough, or suitably express our thanks. 
Four of my dear lambs, the lambs of Jesus, 
the good shepherd, we trust are brought into 
tbefoki 

Our meeting was held in two neigh- 
borhoods; fifty-five in all indulge hope> 
Twenty stand propounded for admission to 
the church and others, if God permit, will 
also come ; and by the time of ray next re- 
port, I trust our little church will have beei* 
doubled. 



NEW HAMPSHIRE. 



I^Vom Rev. M. Gerould, Alsiead, N. H. 

The spirit of benevolence is increasing 
in the church. The congregation consists 
of only about foity families, none of them 
wealthy, not any, probably, worth S3000. 
They pay ^300 for the sQpi)ort of the gos- 
pel. Besides this, they have raised since 
last April, (most of which is already paid 
over,) for Domestic Missions, S62, for Fo- 
reign Missions, (including a box of cloth- 
ing, valued at $90,) $84, for the Bible So- 
ciety, S12, for the Tract Society, S15, for 
the Education Society, $23, and for the 
S. S. Union, $20 ; making a sum total of 
$246. Besides this, religious periodicals are 
paid for, and read in s^nost every family. 
Desolations Repaired. 

It is now a little more than ten years since 



Digitized by 



Google 



1«37.1 



THE HOME MISSXONAAY. 



a 



i commenced my labors among tUia small 
people. They were then in a very broken 
«tate — had been deslUuteof a pastor for five 
or sii^ years, and had only occasional 
preaching. A church of about thirty mem- 
bers existed here, just ready to dix>p into 
the grave — the youngest male member 
being ovtxjifV§ years oid. SiAce then, the 
Loixi has done great things for us, wherein 
we have rejoicwl, and to him we would as- 
cribe all the glory. During this time, about 
one hundred and fifty have been added to 
the church by confession, and a number by 
letter. Of those who have been hopefully 
<K>nverted here, two arealready successfully 
engaged in preaching the gospel of the 
blessed God. Three are m theological 
seminaries, two of whom are expected to 
go on a foreign mission. One is in col- 
lege, preparing for the ministry, and seve- 
ral others are exijecling soon to commence 
a preparation for this sacred work. Besides 
su{4)ortino^ the gospel, (with the aid of S50,) 
our contributions to the various beaeToleni 
objects, have been, for seyeral years, from 
$150 to $200. 



CANADA. 

FVom Rev. W. McKillichan, Indian Land. 

A WICKED ACT OVERRULED FOR GOOD- 

In January, Mr. C. visited this jslace, and 
he and I held a protracted meeting from 



Wednesday evenin|[ tJU Sabbath evening. 
I may mention the cireumstancea whidi Ira 
to this. On the second of January, I was 
to go to Lower Canada to see aome Chris- 
tian friends whom I promised to visit some- 
time during the winter. But when ready 
to go, I found that some evil minded {)erson 
had taken or hidden an article belonging to 
the sleigh, without which I could not go 
until 1 could get another, and «o was hin- 
dered that day. Next day the roada were 
bad, so that it would not be proper to go, as I 
could not be back as soon as 1 promised. I 
therefore went to Mcurtintown to attend a 
temperance meeting, and there I met Mr. C, 
so that we arran^d matters ibr hoMing a 
meeting next week. He was on his way to 
see me. If I had gone away as I intended 
and wished, he oouki not see me — and the 
meeting would have been prevented at that 
time, and perhaps he could not attend again 
this winter*; at any rate, we oould not have 
had so proper a time since. Ibr the Mreather 
was very fine; thus the sin of a man was 
the means of causing the meeting to be held 
at the most proper tim& How happy to 
confide in, and serve, one who can vuike 
the wrath and wickedness of man to praise 
him, and promote the happiness of his 
people — who can say, '^ My counsel shall 
stand," die, while his enemies are at the 
same time acting as free moral agents ! 



Appointments htf the Executive CemmiUee 9} live A. H. M. S., from. March, \bth ts 

AprU iUh; 1837. 



Re-appointmtuls. 

Rer. J. W. Beeeher, Hambdea, O. 

Rer. V. Nojes, Guilford, O, 

Rev.S. Cowlea, EllicoUviUe, N. Y. 

Rev. D. J. Perry, Big Flat, N. Y. 

Rev. J. Crabb,Cb«puiifvi]|6, N. Y. 

Rev. B. Roberts, Big Bottom and Vicioity, i 

Rev. R. E. Tedfcrd, Columbiana Ch., Ten. 

Rev. G. C. Wood, Paris, Mo. 

Rev. P. & Cleland, Jefferjonville. Ind. 

Rev. R. PeUilioae, Evana' Hills, N. Y. 

Rev. S. Well*, OrUka^y, N. Y. 

Rev. J. Patton, Wert Presh. Ch., PtiL 

Rev. J. Smith, Chester, Penn. 

Rev. J. M. Bear, If arple, Penn. 

Rev. D.iones, Turkey Creek, Ind. 

Rev. D. Waterbury, Delhi, N. Y. 

Rev. J. Warnock, Flovd Co., G0O. 

R«v. J. i. Dana, Blissield, Mich. 



Rev. A. B. Corning, Manchester, Mi<;li. 

Rev. A. Jones, Vicijjiit/ of Harmony Misfioo 8u- 

tioa, Ma 
Rev. F. Fitch, Richmond, Q. 

Not m Commiaaion last ytmr. 

Rev. H. Blodget, Rome, O. 

Rev. 6. W. Lane, Weymouth, Oi 

Rev. B. Ladd, Middleford, N. Y. 

Rev. WardChilds, Sheldon, N. Y. 

Rev. C. M. Seaton, Mooers, N. Y. 

Rev. F. Jones, Muna^ ville, N. Y. 

Rev. & Howe, Ridgeville, N. Y. 

Rev. Wm. Ramsey, Cedar at. Ch., Phit. 

Rev. J. Dale, ISth Preab. Ch., PhiL 

Rev. a Matthias, Wantare, N. J. 

Rev. Sylvester Cochran, Vermontvilla, Mkh. 

Rev. Porter, Clinton, Ind. 



T%« TVeasnrer of the American Home Mtssionary Sociely acknowledges tie receipt ot 
the following sums^ from March \bth to AprU 15/A, iSt. 



VERMONT— 
Orwell Fem. Beaev. Soc., to const Pliny 
M. Corbin, Esq. a L. M. $30 00 

HASSACHUSETTsl- 
Amherst College Miss.Soc, per H. L Van 

Lennep, Tr., ^65 00 

Amhttat UdiM>8«iriaf Society, 96 M 



AadoverBouth Parish, 
Edgartowtt, Miss C.Cofib^ 
RHODE ISLAND— 



$ld7 89 
100 



Providence Benef. Cone. SaV. S. So.,30 ; 

uCoo.CoL,3l'tti8oti.,S83 48, 337 48 



CONNECTICUT— 
Cheshire Coof L 8oc« by W. Subbiaa, 
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Fairfield, Hon. It. M. Sherman, to 
^ contt. Mr*. Sutan Atwater a L. If ., 
Fair Haven Gonfl. Ch^ by H. Bradley, 
Middletown, H. S. Ward, 10 ; Friend, 5, 
New-Haven, East Dist. of whicb $30 is 

to const. Dea. Seth Seward a L. M., 
Sharon, H. Anthony, 50; E Benedict, 

1 { A. Boland, 50 ; 6. Bates, 25 ; B. 

Boland, 50 ; J. S. Camfield, 1 00 ; J. 

Chamberlin, 1 00; B. B. Chase, 50; 

Mrs. I. Cowles , 50 ; H. Cowles, 50 ; 

I. A. Elliott, 5; M. £. EUiott, 3; H. 

ElUott,!; J. B. Elliott, 050; S. Elliott, 

50 ; J. Elton, 25 ; A. Eggleston, 25 ; 

D. a Gay, 25 ; C. Gay, 50 ; D. Gould, 
10 ; H. B. Gould , 5 ; A. S. Gould, 25 ; 
W. M. Gould, 25 ; D. R. Gould, 25 ; 
Rev. M. Grosvenor, 2 ; F. Goodwin, 1 ; 

E. Garnsey, 50 ; H. Hotchkiss, 25 ; 
P. Hamblin, 50 ; A. Haw ley, 50; A. 
Hitchcock, 025; B. Haroblio, 50; E. 
Hiinblin, 1 ; M. Hotchkiss, 25; F. A. 
King, 50 ; S. Rowley, 25 ; A. Hotch- 
kisfl, 50 ; M. GarnMy, 50 ; J. Cham- 
bestain, 15; C. King, 50; G. J. K. 
25; Mrs.K.0 J2;J.Lyman,025; A. 
Towsey, 50; A.L., 050; E. Lyman, 
25; L. Merchant, 025; L. Merchant, 
3 ; L. Fott«r, 25 ; Mrs. Ferry'* Fami- 
ly, 1 ; R. R. Pratt, 25 ; A. d& B. Pratt, 
1 ; Mrs. E. Pardee, 25 ; E. Rowley, 
13; E. Read, 1; A. Read, 1; R. 
Smith, 1 ; G. Sears, 1 ; J. C. Smith, 10^, 
R. W. Smith, 1 ; C. F. Sedgewick, 25; 
C. Sears. 50; B. Sears, 50; C. F. 
Swan, 25; W. M. Smith, 5 ; A. Sears, 
1 ; B. Treadway, 25 ; C. Van Dusen, 
25 { i. Weed, 25 ; S. S. Woodward, 
025; H. Weed, 050; A. Weed, 50; 
A. Wheeler, 2 ; Mrs. M. Wheeler, 50 ; 
S. Sears, 25; A. A. Hotchkiss, 5; M. 
Read, 50 ; S. Stevens, 50 ; G. King, 
l;Cash,0 50, 

Stonington Fem. Aux., by Miss Sheffield, 
22; First Congregational Church, La- 
dies* Sewing Soeiety, by Rev. P. H. 
Shaw, 10, 

Westporc Congregational Church, by C. 
Jesup, 
NEW-YORK— 

Cairo, Amasa Mattoon, L. D. in full, 70; 
Wm. Avery in full, to const, himself 
and Mrs. Avery, Life Members, 5, 

CatddU, Solomon Woodruff, L. M., 50 ; C. 
L. Beach, 10; John Lockie, 10, 

Delhi Fresb. Ch. Mon. Con. Coll.. 3804; 
H. D. Gould to const Mrs. Ann Eliza 
Gould L.M., 30, 



30 00 
45 00 
15 00 

66 00 



85 15 



38 00 
66 00 



75 00 
70 00 



68 04 



East Durham, David Cowles, L. M. in part, 10 00 
Hanover, N. Y., E. G. Mygatt, 
Kinderhook« D. M. S., of which 33 73 is 

from the Ladies* Soc., by H. Blan- 

chard, Tr, 
Blasonville Presb. C)i., by Rev. S. Man- 



1 00 



39 98 



ning, 
New-Concord, by Rev. J. Osborn, 



800 
500 



New-York City, viz : 
BUeekerH. CA.,C. Palmer, 5; H. Smith. 
3 ; S. P. Staples, ID ; R. C. Wheeler, JO ; 
F. W. Jesup, 2 ; Mon. Con. Coll., 29 19^ 59 19 
Mercer *t, pi. Ho, Con. Coll., by L. Hol- 

brookt 17 75 

Mwrray et, OK Sab. Sch., by W. Forgus, 250 00 
Legacy of the late Wm^ Wfaitlock« by 

W. Whitloek, Jr. 1000 00 

Spencartown, Miss Niles. 3 00 

NEW-JERSEY— 

^ Columbus, Presb. Ch. 35 00 

Princeton, Presb. Cong. 3 00 

Wettfield, Presb. Cong. 00 00 

PENNSYLVANIA— 

Moatrosa Frtsb. Ch. Coll., by J. Lyons, 7 50 



INDUNA— 

Lima, by Rev. C. Cory, HO 60 

ILLINOIS— 

Union Grove, Ralph Ware, L. BL, 30 ; W. 
Stewart, by Rev. N. Gould, 20, 50 00 

HOME SUSSIONARY, 65 72 



KNOWLES TAYLOR, Treasurer. 



Receipts of the Central Jgency at Utica, K T.t 
from February I5th to March 25CA, 1837. 

Ring hampton, Fresb. Soc, by E. Hawley, 
131 67 ; Cong. Soc., Mrs. Starkweather, 
2 50 ; Mr. Lanterman, 97, 135 14 

Carthage, 450; D. Spear, 50, 5 00 

Clinton, bal of Subscription, 16 87 

Fairfield, 26 00 

Guilford, in part to const. Rev. E. Bron- 
son a L. Bf. 

Holland Patent, 

McGrawville, 

New-Haven, 

Norwich, 

Oxford Presb. Soc. 

Redfield, D. J. Weeks, 10 98 ; 8. H. John- 
son, 5 27 ; E. RockviUe, 1 44 ; others, 3, 20 69 

Salisbury, 25 00 

Sherburn, bal. of Subscrption, 27 16 

$33161 



ReceipU of the Western Agefuy at QenevOfN, T^ 
from March VSUh to April 12f A, 1837. 

Ailburn, A. Fitch, Esq., to sustain a Mis- 
sionary, 

Candor, Ladies, 16 06; Gent 1394, 

Carroll, by Rev. J. S. Emery, 

Catlin, First Ch. 

Clarence, by Rev. M. N. Miles, 

Danby, by Rev. W.Clark, 

Dunkirk, by Rev. T. Stillman, 

East Avon, 

East Bloomfield, Josiah Porter, to sustain 
a Missionary, 100 ; S. Eggleston, 25 ; 
others, 11, 

^ast Palmyra, 

Elkland, 

Geneva, C. Godfrey, 20 ; G. C. Seelye, 10 ; 
H. Hastings, 5 ; G. Wright, 5; others, 6, 

Henrietta, Ladies* Society, 

Ithaca, 

Niagara Falls, Ladies* Soc., by Jane Por- 
ter, Sec 

Orangeville, two Ladies, 

Owego, 

Palmyra, H. K. Jerome, Esq., to consti- 
tute himielf, Mrs. H. K. Jerome, and 
Miss Eliza Maria Jerome, Life Mem- 
bers, 100 ; George Beckwith, Esq., to 
const Bliss Catherine Matson Beck- 
with a L. Mm 30; others, 76 31, 

Penyau, Hon. W. Bf. Oliver, to const his 
son, Andrew Oliver, a L. M. 100 ; others, 
932, 

Prattsbnrgh Ladies* Soc to constitute 
Mrs. Maria C. Griswt>ld, a L. M. 

Pittsford, 

Pttltney, Cong*L Ch., by Rev, E. Wol- 
lage, 

Ricbford, 

Rushville, 

Yates, 

Youngstown, 

#967 45 



100 00 


30 00 


19 00 


17 00 


500 


10 OO 


50 OO 


10 00 


136 00 


15 00 


15 00 


46 00 


15 00 


23 31 


17 00 


485 


35 00 



206 31 



109 32 
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BOW TO PAY CHURCH DEBTS. 
[Famtobed by aClerfjman.] 

The church with which I am con- 
"nected as pastor, in erecting the build- 
ing in which they worship, contracted 
a debt of about $5000. It was held 
by seven or eight individuals in the 
congregation. Many had long used it 
as a very convenient excuse for not 
giving much to benevolent objects: 
and all felt it to be a real burden. 
Yet no eiforts had been made for 
seven years to pay any part of it, either 
principal or interest. 

Within two or three months past, 
the church has been roused to greater 
activity and faithfulness ; and has en- 
joyed a larger share than usual, of the 
iDfluences of the divine Spirit. Num- 
bers have been awakened, and hope- 
fully converted. In the midst of tnis 
delightful work, a missionary, who 
had returned, for a season, in ill health, 
from a foreign field, visited us ; ana 
told us what his own eyes had seen of 
the perishing condition of the heathen, 
and of the openings, which God, in 
his Providence, is making, for Chris- 
tians to send them the only remedy — 
the Grospel of the risen Saviour. His 
statements and appeals deeply aflfected 
our hearts. He had scarcely left us, 
when we were visited by an Agent of 
the American Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions, who, by his lucid, able and warm 
addresses on the subiect, deepened the 
good impression, and greatly advanced 
an effort, which had been previously 
commenced by us, to raise sufficient 
funds to support a missionary in the 
foreign field. 

At length, on the night of a commu- 
nion Sabbath, after we had received a 
number of persons into the church, and 



had set down again at the table of Him 
who died for lost men in heathen as well 
as in Christian lands, — and at the close 
of a very solemn meeting, — an elder 
who was one of the largest holders of 
the debt against the church, arose, and 
with a full heart, begged leave to ad- 
dress the meeting. He stated, aswell 
as his emotions would permit, that the 
debt of the congregation had long been 
felt to be embarrassing, and had been 
urged by some, as a reason for not 
contributing more liberally to benevo- 
lent objects. He was exteedingly de- 
sirous to have it removed. And in 
view of what they had recently heard, 
and of the renewed dedication, which 
they had that day made of themselves 
to God, he felt it to be his duty and 

Erivile^e, to relinquish the whole o[ 
is claim against the church ; which 
he thereby did. most cheerfully, de- 
lightfully and tor ever. 

We were all taken by surprise, and 
melted into tears. Another elder in- 
stantly rose, and said, — " I have long 
felt that the silver and the gold are the 
Lord's, and have consecrated all my 
earthly property to his service. I have 
this aay renewed the dedication. I 
know not the amount of that brother's 
claim against the church ; but, what- 
ever it Be, just as much as he relin- 
quishes, so much do I pay towards ex- 
tinguishing the remainder of the 
debt." 

Another large creditor and member 
of the church then rose, and most 
cheerfully and unconditionally relin- 
quished the whole of his claim. 

The next day, all the other creditow 
but one, relinquished half of their 
claims, which reduced the debt to 
about $1000, — which amount hac 
since been subscribed by other mem- 
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bers of the congregation : so that now 
we are out of debt We have also got 
enough subscribed annuallyr, to war- 
rant us in engaging to sustain a mis- 
sionary in the foreign field. And all 
this has been done, m the midst of a 
season of refreshing from thepre«ence 
of the Lord : yet so far from impeding 
the good work, it has evidently helped 
it forward. Others have heard of 
these lovely fruits of religion amongst 
us, have come into our meetings, and 
have there, we trust, repented of their 
sins, and embraced the Saviour. Sure 
I am, that there never was so delight- 
ful a spirit amongst us as at the pre- 
sent moment. 

And now, permit me to say to other 
churches that are in debt ;— would you, 
brethren, pay your debts at once, ih an 
easy, pleasant and profitable manner? 
Then enlarge your hearts. Make a 
dying world the object of your com- 
passionate regard and benevolent ef- 
fort. Increase your information con- 
cerning the deplorable condition of the 
poor benighted heathen, or the desti- 
tute in your own land. Let your sym- 
pathies flow out for them. Offer up 
unceasing prayer on their behalf. And 
above all, open wide your purses, and 
contribute liberally and cheerfully to- 
wards sending them the word of life. 
Do this at once, and continue to do it, 
and your debts will speedily vanish. 



FAITHFUL DISCIPLINE FOLLOWED BY 

REVIVALS. 

[FurnishiHl by ■ New-England Paator.j 

The great head of the church has 
plainly made it the duty of his friends, 
to maintain strict discipline among 
his professed followers. This fact is 
acknowledged in almost every church 
covenant ; not only so, but when en- 
terine into covenant with God and his 
people, every professor really pro- 
mises to be faithful to his brethren in 
Christ, to watch over them, and kindly 
to reprove them when they err. 

Notwithstanding all this, the duty 
of church dicipline is found to be dif- 
ficult and try in a;. On account of the 
difficulty attending the right perform- 
ance of this duty^ many of God's pro- 
fessed people. It is to be feared,! 



shrink back from it. Doubtless, many 
churches of Christ, in our land, are 
now suffering, not a little, on account 
of the neglect of a faithful discharge 
of this duty. I have a few facts, on 
this subject, to communicate, hoping 
that they will serve to encourage 
God's people to obey their Saviour, and 
fulfil their covenant vows, by main- 
taining a faithful observance of Chris- 
tian discipline in all the churches 
where they reside. 

In the place where I am stationed 
as a watchman in Zion, we have been 
called to attend to several cases of 
church discipline. Owing to peculiar 
circumstances, when any of these 
cases have been brought before us, we 
have been obliged to keep them before 
the church for six, nine, or twelve 
months in succession. During all this 
time, the church have often had the 
Saviour's words addressed to them: 
" He that is without sin among you, 
let him first cast a stone at her.'* We 
have been constrained to praj much 
and often over these cases ; in all of 
them, however, without councils, or 
any such foreign aid, we have finally 
come to a unanimous result. The 
consequence of all this delay and 
prayer, in almost every instance of 
discipline, has been, the deep humi- 
liation 01 the church. Hence, our 
church has been visited with the revi- 
ving influences of the Holy Spirit, 
almost immediately after these occa- 
sions. 

Look at the following facts. About 
twelve years a^o we were called to 
attend to two trying cases of discipline. 
Shortly after these were disposed of^ 
an interesting revival commenced. 
As the fruit of that revival, more than 
seventy were added to the church. 
In 1828 several cases of discipline 
were brought before us. They were 
trying, and protracted through nearly 
the whole year. But while we were 
thus obeying Christ, his Spirit was 
shed upon us, sinners were converted 
to God, and about forty were added to 
the church. The next year we were 
called again to attend to the same duty ; 
one difficulty after another rose and 
hindered us, till we all seemed to be 
melted into deep contrition of soul. 
When this trying work was done, God 
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ap|>eared and poiured his Spirit upon 
us in a wonderful manner. A revival 
commenced and continued nearly two 
years. More than a hundred were 
added to the church. 

Thus, our history shows most clear- 
ly, that an humble, prayerful and faith- 
mi attention to church discipline, is 
one of the best means to prepare the 
way of the Lord, that he may come 
ana refresh his dear people with 
showers of quickening grace. b. j. 



DEATH AND THE UNPREPARED YOUTH. 

It has been very justly observed, 
that all resolutions to repent at a fu- 
ture time, are necessarily insincere, 
and must be a mere deception ; be- 
cause they imply a preference of a 
man's present habits and conduct. 
They imply, that he is really unwil- 
ling to change them, and that nothing 
but necessity would lead him to make 
any attempt of the kind. 

W. was a young man with whom the 
vnriter has been well acquainted during 
the last two years. He had been taught 
from his childhood, that " the chief 
end of man was to glorify God, and 
enjoy iiim for ever." He was posses- 
sed of an amiable and quiet disposi- 
tion, which led him to avoid those out- 
breaking sins, of which other young 
men, of the same village, were often 
guilty. While they were banded to- 
gether, and, under cover of the night, 
were committing depredations upon 
^he peace and property of others, or 
engaged ih noisy and riotous mirth, 
he might be founa at the peaceful fire- 
side, endeavoring to cultivate his mind 
by the perusal of some interesting and 
useful book. His mother and sisters 
and eldest brother professed to be dis- 
ciples of Christ ; and he had been 
taught the necessity of becoming re- 
conciled to God, in order to be happy 
in this world, and happy in the world 
to come. He generally attended on 
th*? worship of God in the sanctuary, 
and gave respectful attention to the 
preaching of^the word. But after all 
this, it was evident that his heart was 
utterly opposed to the hbliness of God. 
At some future time he intended to 



repent and become a Christian. Some 
three years since, during a little re- 
freshing from the presence of the Lord, 
in which a number became hopefully 
pious, he, among others, was strongly 
impressed with the conviction that he 
was a sinner* and was seen among the 
inquiring, with deep anxiety depicted 
on his brow. He continued thus for 
awhile, striving against the operations 
of the Spirit, clinging to the world with 
one hand, and apparently reaching after 
heaven with the other. He could not 
yet give up the one for the sake of the 
other. He felt that he was young; 
and thought that many years were yet 
before him ; and that when he had 
become older, he could more easily 
give up the world for Christ. Thus 
the Spirit was grieved away, and soon 
his anxiety disappeared. He passed 
on, and soon became as unconcerned 
and careless as before. He now lived 
at a distance from home, and has sel- 
dom come within the sphere of my 
labors, until the present winter. 

A few weeks since, as I was walk- 
ing put to visit some of my parii^hion* 
ers, the-phy sician, who is a member of 
my church, informed me that W. was 
very sick, and his recovery doubtful. 
But a few hours after this, a messen- 
ger came to me and said ; " W. thinks 
he has but a short time to live, and 
wishes very much to see you." I set 
off directly and was soon at the house. 
On opening the door, a scene present- 
ed itself before me, which I have no 
power adequately to describe. The 
physician was on his knees at the bed- 
side, engaged in earnest prayer. His 
petitions went up mingled with the 
loud sobbing and weepmg of the sis- 
ters of the young man who were 
bending over him, while his own voice 
was heard above them all, crying in 
his agony, " O, Lord have mercy ! 
have mercy ! have mercy !" Tne 
room was full, and the fountain of 
tears in every bosom was broken up. 
At the close of the prayer, I went to 
him, and took his hand. " O !" said 
he, " must I go ! must I he lost P^ He 
begged me to pray for him, with the 
earnestness or a dyin^ man on the 
brink of despair. I knelt by his bed, 
and commended his case to God, as 
well as I could under the pressure of 
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my own feelings, and amidst his own 
loud cries for mercy. I pointed him 
to the precious promises oi God to the 
penitent. " I know it— -0, that I had 
an interest in Christ ! — Why did I 
ut it off until now 7 O, Lord. mu,st I 
e lost ! Must I be lost /" *^ 0, no ! 



brother, no — you mMS^wof be lostj^^ said 
a soft voice that struggled for utterance 
through sobs and tears. " Oh, dear 
W., can't you give yourself to Christ 1 
Do, brother, do ; he will, he will save 
you." Ana then, as if laying hold of 
ner dying brother with one hand, and 
with the other grasping the mercy- 
seat, she flung hersell down at his bed- 
side, and poured out her soul in prayer. 
Truly it was a melting scene^ His 
younger sister then attempted to sing 
a part of a hymn which she had heaid 
him mention. She succeeded in sing- 
ing a few lines in melting and brdnen 
accents, until she came to a line which 
expressed the joy of the penitent in 
the arms of Christ, when she burst 
into a flood of tears, and sobbed out, 
" DonH that sound good, William 7 
The blessed Saviour ! dont he appear 
lovely 1" During the whole time, at 
intervals, he was, himself, crying for 
mercy, and exclaiming, " must I go 
without an interest in Christ ?" 

His disease raged on, and his 
strength rapidly wasted away. To- 
ward evening ne became more quiet, 
but his mind was bewildered. As his 
fond sisters stood weeping over him, 
as if tears could stay the hand of 
deathj I thought of the affliction of the 
two sisters with whom " Jesus wept." 
Those only who have stood by the 
bed-side of a dying brother, and watchr 
ed the last faint struggle with death, 
the cold damp gathering upon the 
brow, the fixing eye, the convulsive 
gasp, without the power to repress a 
single groan — can imagine all that was 
laboring in their breakmg hearts. He 
was now fast approaching the hour of 
dissolution. His mind wandered, but 
still he would give rational answers to 
questions put to him. Before this, 
however, he had been heard earnestly 
to exclaim. " Here, Lord, I give my- 
self away, His all that I can do." T his 
led his friends to believe that he had 
penitently resigned his spirit into the 
hands of God. This operated, in some 



measure, as a soothing balm to their 
aching hearts. 

His last sun had now set, and as the 
still hours of evening came solemnly 
on, he breathed moce and more heavily 
until, after a few painful struggles, a 
little before midniffntj the heart ceased 
its beating, the pulbe its thiobbing, and 
all was still. 

O, that those who are inclined to 
procrastinate, wouU reflect for a mo- 
ment on the awful uncertainty which 
is flung around a death-bed repentance ! 
" It is to be feared that charity, which 
hopeth all things, and believeth all 
things, has sometimes discovered more 
of generous (jredulity, than of well 
founded hope^ when it has laid great 
stress, and built much consolation, on 
the casual expressions, and faint sighs 
of dying men. Far be it Irom me to 
excite suspicion, or recall anxiety in 
the breast oi surviving friendship, or 
to throw a new shade of terror over 
the valley of death ; but better, far 
better, were it for a thousand breasta 
to be pierced with temporary anguish, 
and a new horror be added to the 
dreary passage of the grave, than that 
one goul be lost to heaven, by the de- 
lusive expectation of effectual repent- 
ance in a dying hour.'' w. 



GOD IS LOVE. 

God js Love — his mercy brightens 
AH the path in which We rave ; 

Bliss he ntakes, and wo he lightens, 
God is Wisdom^ God is Love. 

Chance and change are busy ever, 
Man decays, and ages move ; 

But his naercy waneth never, — 
Gk>d is Wisdom, God is Lotc. 

E'en the hour that darkest seemeth, 
Will his^ changeless goodness prove } 

From the mist his brightness streameth — 
Grod is Wisdom, Gtod is Love. 

He with early cares entwineth 
Hope and comfort from abore ; 

Every where his glory shineth, — 
God is Wisdom, God is Love. 
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ELEVENTH ANNIVERSARY 

OP THE AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 



The American Home Missionary So- 
ciety held its Eleventh Anniversary in the 
Tabernacle, New-York^ on Wednesday 
eveningi May 10th, 1837. In the absence 
of the President, the chair was taken by 
Hon. N. W. Howell, LL. D. Vice Presi- 
dent the Society, and the meeting was 
opened with prayer by Rev. Dr. M' Auley. 

The Treasurer's Report was read by 
Mr. Knowles Taylor, Treasurer of the 
Society, showing the receipts during the 
last year to have been $85,701 59, which 
added to the balance in the Treasury, May, 

1836, made the resources of the Society for 
the year, $100,631 74. Expended during 
the year, $99,529 72. Balance May 10th, 

1837, $1,102 02. 

Portions of the Eleventh Annual Report 
were read by Rev. Absalom Peters, D. D., 
Corresponding Secretary. 

The following rjesolutions were adopted, 
viz:— 

1. On motion of Rev. A. D. Eddy, of 
Newark, New-Jersey, seconded by Rev. 
F. W. Graves, of Alton, Illinois, 

Retolvedf That the Repoi4» now read be adopt- 
ed, aod printed under the direction of the Execu- 
tive Commitlet, 

2. On motion of Rer. Albert Batnet, of 
Phttadelphia, seconded by Rev. Tbcophi- 
lus Smith, of New-Canaan, Connecticut^ 

' HcmZ^^, Ttiatifae hiitory and the present as- 
pects of Divine Pro v iifence, iJi regard to the church, 
indicate that Christianity will soon become the re- 
ligion of all natiMtt, attdtbAtibiaodsntry is to bear 
•a important part in its universal diffusion. 

3. On rittotion of Rev. Dr. Patton of New- 
York, seconded by Rev. Dr. Pond, Pro- 
fessor in tbo TheotpfifAl SosMBftry, Ban- 

R tm ivti f Thai while the finnaeial di st r eis eaof 
tlM eoBmunity aff»rd g roand tn apprehension that 

ro%. X. 3 



the Missionaries may be obliged to defer fbr a 
season their drafts on the treasury : aud, while the 
Society would cherish a A-uterual sympathy fbr 
thein in the embarrussment to which they uiay be 
thus subjecCeJ, they would pledjre tbeniselves, and 
earnestly solicit the friends of the cause through- 
out the country, promptly to adopt tfuch measurea 
as shall, under God, furnish the means of immediate 
relief. 

The meeting was one of uncommon in- , 
terest and encouragement. The resolutions 
were sustained by eloquent addresses by 
Rev. Messrs. Eddy, Graves, Barnes, and 
Dr. Patton, and the exercises were divera- 
fied by appropriate sacred music. The 
manifestations of attachment to the So- 
ciety and its work were strong; and speci- 
fic pledges of pecuniary aid were made on' 
the spot by clergymen, on behalf of them- 
selves and their people, and by -others. 

The Society proceeded to the election of. 
officers for the ensuing year, and made 
choice of the following, viz : 

PRESIDENT, 
Henry Dvigbt, Esq., of Geaenra,N.T. 

VICE PEESIDEIfTS, 

Rev. George A. Baxter, D. D., Pro£ Tbed. Sem. Pr. " 

Edward Ca«Va. 
Rev. Lyman Beechef, D. D., Prof. Theol. Sem,, 

Cinciunatif Ohio. 
Hon. Benjamin F. Butler, LU D^ Attorney General 

of the U. S., Washington.. 
Rev. Calvin Chapin, D. D., Rocky-Hill, Cnnn. 
Rev. Thomas GJalaady D. D^ Ilarj:od»burg, Ken-. 

tucky» 
ReVt John Codman, D.I>. Dorchester^ Bbss. 
Rev. Jeremiah Day, D. D., II.. D., Preaideot Ta)a 

College. \ t 

Rev. Justin EdwaMs, D. D.» Pir^t Thebl. Sem{|lf> ' 

Hon! necSoX FrennghiiyB^ t4; D., NewAr)^ 
N.Jj ' t 

R^v. Fsftncfs Hevr<tti, D. D.,rittsb«r^h»Pa. 
Rev. James Roc6, D. D., Oolainbtts^ Ohio. 
Hon. Saanel IL Hopkins, LL. D., Geneta, IV. tL' 
Hon. N. W. Howell, LL. D., Caaaadaigaa, N. Y. 
1 Hoa. Samml HobbanU LL. D., ^ 
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John D. KeeM, Esq^ New-York City. 

Rev. Thos. M'Auley, D. D., LL. D., New-York 

City. 
Hon. Charles Marsh, LL. D., Woodstock, Vermont. 
Rev. James M. Matthews, D.D., Chancellor of New- 
York University. 
Rev. Samuel Miller, D. D., Theol. Sem., Princeton, 

N.J. 
Hon. David L&wrence MorriH, LL.D.,Concord,N.H. 
Hon. John JVf urphy^ Claihorne, Alabama. 
Rev. David Porter, D. D., Catekill, N. Y. 
Rev. Alexander Protidfit, D. D., New-York City. 
James Roosevelt, Esq., New-York City. 
Rev. James Richards, D. D., Theol. Sem., Auburn, 

N.Y. 
Rev. Thomas H. Skinner, D. D., New-York City. 
Hon. John Cotton Smith, LL. D., Sharon, Conn. 
Rev. Samuel S. Schmucker, D. D., Theo. Sem., 

Gettysburg, Pa. 
Rev. Nathaniel W. Taylor, D. D., Theol. Sem., 

New-Haven. 
Rev. John Thomson, Crawfordsville, Ind. 
8. v. S. Wilder, Esq., New-York City. 
Rev. Leonard Woods^ D. D^ TheoU Sem.^ Ando- 

ver, Mass. 

DIRECTORS. 

Rev. William Allen^ D. D., President Bowdoin 
College, Maine. 

Rev. Elihu W. Baldwin, President of Wabash 
College, Ind. 

Rev* Joiibua Bates, D. D., President Middlebury 
College, Vt. 

Rev. Edward Beecher, President of Illiuois Col- 
lege, 111. 

Rev. Nathan S.S. Beman, D.D.,Troy, New .York. 

Rev. Robert H. Bishop, D. D., President of Miami 
University, Ohio.. 

Rev. Gideon Blackburn, D. D., Carlinville, Illinois. 

Rev. James Carnahan, D. D., President Princeton 
College, N.Ju 

Rev. John H. Church, D..D., Pelham, New-Hamp- 
shire. 

Rev. Charles Coffin, D.D., President of College, 
Tenn. 

Amos M. Collins, Esq., Hartford, Connecticut. 

RoswelJ L. Colt, Esq., New- York City. 

Rev. Samuel H. Cox, D. D.« Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Rev. C. C. Cuyler, D. D., Philadelphia. 

Rev. Henry Davis, D. D., Clinton, N. Y. 

Rev. William R. De Witt, Harrisburgh, Penn. 

Rev. E. W. Gilbert, Newark, Delaware. 

Rev. Eltphalet Gillett,D. D., Hallowell, Maine. 

Rev. Samuel L. Graham, D. D., North Carolina^ 

Rev. E. D. Griffln, D. D., Newark, N. J. 

Eurotas P. Hastings, EsOm Detroit, Michigan^ 

Rev. Joel Hawes, I). D., Hartford , Connecticut. 

Rev. Asa Hillyer, D. D., Orange, N. J. 

Rev. Heman Humphrey, D. D., President Amherst 
College, Mass. 

Rev. Nathan Lord, D.. D^ President Dartmouth 
College, New-tf ampshire. 

R^v. John McDowell,. D. D., Philadelphia. ■ 

Rev. William A. M*DoweII, D..D., PhiUdelphia. 

Rev. Cyrus Mason, Professor New-York Uni- 
versity. 

Joseph Montgomery, Esq., Philadelphia. 

Rev. Samuel Merwin, Wilton, Connecticut. 

Rev. EUphalet Nott, D. D., President Union Col- 
lege, N.Y. 

R«v, B. M. Palmer, D. D., Charleston, South Ca- 
rolina. 

Rev, Willian & Potts, President of Marion Col^ 
tege, MiesourL 

Rev. Th<^9ia8 H. RkiBner,D. D., New-York City. 

Hnn. Roy?r M, S)i«rmaa,LL.D., Fairfield, Coonec- 



Rev. Richard S. Storrs, D. D., Braintree, Mass. 
Gerrit Smith, Esq., Peterborough, N. Y. 
Jeremiah Sullivan, Esq^ Madison, Indiana. 
Rev. Benjamin Tappan, D. Dk, Augusta, Maine. 
John Tappan, Esq., Boston, Mass. 
John Tillson, Hillsborough, Illinois. 
Rev. Mark Tucker, D. D., Troy, N. Y. 
Rev. Bennet Tyler, D. D., Pres. TheoL Inst, East 

Windsor, Conn. 
Rev. Jacob Van Veck ten, Schenectady, N. York. 
Ambrose White, Esq., Philadelphia. 
Rev. Robert G. Wilson, D. D., President Ohio Uni 

versity, Athens, Ohio. 
Rev. Andrew Wylie, D, D., President of College,. 

Blooming ton, Indiana. 
Rev. John C. Young, President of Centre College 

Kentucky. 

TREASURER, 
Mr.Knowles Taylor. 

AUDITOR, 

Mr. Arthur Tappan. 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY, 

Rev. Absalom Peters, D. D. 

RECORDING SECRETARY, 
Mr.Wm.M.Ha]sted. 



MEETING OP THE BOARD OP 
DIRECTORS. 

The Board of Directors met on Thurs* 
day, May 11th, at the Society'is RoomS). 
150 Nassau-strfcet, and appointed the fol- 
lowing gentlemen the 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

Rer. Thomas M*Au1ey, D. D., LL. D. 

Rev. Wm. Patton, D. IX 

Rev. Henry Whito^ 

Rev. Mancius S. Hutton.. 

Mr. John Nitchie. 

Mr. Abijah Fisher. 

Mr. LoMiard Comings 

Mr. Alfred De Forreet.. 

Mr. Wm. A. Tomlinson. 

Charles Butlor, Esq. 

MEMBERS EX-OFFICfO. 

Mr^Knowlea Taylor, Treasurer. 

Rev. Absalom Peters, DL.D., Cor. Seeretwys 

Mr. Wm. M. fialsted. Recording Secretary. 

ASSOCIATEl SECRETARY AND GENERAL. 
AGENT, 

Rev. Milton Badger. 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 

Rev. Charles Hall. 

A88I8TANT TREASURER, 

Mr. H.W^ Ripley. 
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ELEVENTH REPORT. 

The anniversaries of Benevolent Socie- 
ties are privileged seasons. At whatever 
point they are considered, those labors of 
love which are blessed to the salvation of 
men, are objects of unspeakable interest ; 
and to those who have planted, or watered, 
or in any way contributed to the benign re- 
sults of such labors, it is delightful to pause 
at stated periods, and group them together, 
that they may be contemplated, as a whole, 
to the praise of Him who givetli prosperity 
to his people. 

We cannot, it is true, in the moral as in 
the natural world, hold a " a feast of ingath- 
ering at the end of the year,** and rejoice 
over the collected fruits of a harvest fully 
ripe. In the kingdom of Christ there will 
be no such privileged day, until the harvest 
of the world shall come. There is here no 
succession of seed-time and of reaping, 
marked by the seasons of the year. The 
Sun of Righteousness never sets, and under 
his genial rays, equally propitious in win- 
ter as.in summer, the neld is always pro- 
ductive, and seed-time and harvest are in- 
termingled ; " the ploughman overtaketh 
the reaper, and the treader of grapes him 
that soweth seed ;" and there is no rest for 
the people of God, till each in succession 

TABLE, 

Exhibiting the amount of receipts from each state ^ and the number of Missumaries em- 
ployed in each, during the whole or a portion of the year. 



shall have numbered the years of his life. 
In presenting, therefore, the Eleventh Re- 
port of the AMERiciN Home Missionary 
Society, the Executive Committee meet 
their numerous friends and fellow-laborers, 
not to celebrate the triumphs of an enter- 
prise already completed, but to set up their 
Ebbnezer at another point in its progress, 
and to record upon it, that it may be known 
and read of all men, ** Hitherto the Lord 

HATH helped US." 

The last Annual Report brought the his- 
tory of this Society, clown to the 11th of 
May, 1836. There had then been em- 
ployed, during the whole or some portions 
of the preceding year, in the United States, 
and the adjoining territories and provinces, 
755 missionaries, to which were added 17 
pastors and evangelists in France, towards 
whose support this Society had contributed 
important aid, making the whole number re- 
ported at that time "TO. During the year 
which has since elapsed, the Committee 
have aided in the support of 810 missiona- 
ries and agents, of whom 7G4 have been 
employed in the United States and territo- 
ries, 22 in the Provinces of Upper and 
Lower Canada, and 24 in France, in co- 
operation with the French Evangelical So- 
cieties of Pciris and Geneva. 



States and Territories. 



Receipts. 



No. of Missionaries. 



1 Maine 

3 New-Hampshire 

3 Vermont . . . 

4 Massachusetts 

5 Rhode-Island - 

6 Connecticut 

7 New-Yorlj 

8 New-Jersey 

9 Pennsylvania - 

10 Delaware 

11 Maryland 
18 Virfinia 

13 North Carolina 

14 South Carolina 

15 Georgia 

16 Alabama 

17 Mississippi 

18 Louisiana 

19 Arkansas Territory 
90 Tennessee 

21 Kentucky 
SSS Ohio 

93 Indiana 

94 UlinoU 

95 Missouri 

96 Missouri Territory 

97 Wisconsin Territory 
98Miehifan 

99 Upper Canada 
96 Lower Canada 
31 France ... 
33 Unknown 



$7,498 36 

7,211 55 

4^79 67 

18,157 55 

501 48 

9,173 07 

24,624 27 

2,684 38 

4,756 51 

311 76 

71 75 

10 00 

107 00 
33 00 
50 00 



3,452 59* 



1,457 35 
5 00 

30 00 

363 09 

38 00 



53 50 



107 
63 
50 
74 

37 

186 

6 

34 

1 
1 
5 
1 



1 

73 
. 31 

31 
9 
9 
1 

99 
6 

16 

24 

810 



* Of this sum, $3358 44 has been received through the Central Committee of Agency at CincinnatL 
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RECAPITULATION, 



Of the missionaries and agents enunae- 
rated in the preceding tables^ including 17 
in France, 578 were in commission at the 
commencement of the year, a large propor- 
tion of whom have been re-appointed and 
are still in tlje service of the Society, and 
232 new appoii^tments have been made, 
making the whole number aided withjn the 
year, including 24 in France under the care 
of the Evangelical societies of Paris and 
Geneva, 810. 

Of these, 595 are settled as p.astors, or are 
employed as stated supplies in single con- 
gregations, and 191 extend their labors, 
either as pastors or stated supplies, to two 
.or three congregations each, and 24, inclu- 
diijig agents, are employed on larger fields. 

The number of congregations, niis- 
siopary districts and fields of agency thus 
supplied, in whole or in part, during the 
year, has been 1,025, and the amount of min- 
isterial labor performed under commissions 
from this Society, since the date of our last 
)report, ha^ been 554 years. 

From a general review of the correspon- 
dence, we judge that the congregations 
aided have enjoyed a greater amount of 
spiritual blessings, and a greater number of 
revivals, than in the year preceding the 
last. 

The number reported as added to the 
.churches aide<jl, making proper allowance 
for the imperfection of a portion of the re- 
ports, is about 5,933— viz, 2,181 by letters 
from other churches, and 3,752 an profes- 
sion of their faith. This last number, add- 
ed to those reported in former years, makes 
the whole i^^mber reported as received into 
ithe churches aided, on profession of their 
faith, during the short period of this Socie- 
ty's operations, 31,917. And this number 
is probably s&veral thousands below the fact, 
ias it has been found impracticable to obtain 
perfect reports from all the missionaries, 
.and the committee have been careful to esti- 
imate the deficiencies each year, below what 
they have believed to be the real number; 
while the number of conversions under the 
labors of our missionaries, has far exceeded 
the numbet reported as added to the churches, 
and may be safely estimated at more 
than 40,000. To have been the instru- 
ments of turning from the error of their 
ways, and df saving to " the life everlast- 
ing so many thousands, is itself a result 
most cheering and animating to those whose 
contributioias and agencies, under the bles- 
sing of God, have produced it. But the sal- 
vation of 40,000 souls is but a small 
item in the calculation of sood which has 
been and wiU hereaftor be derived from the 
gifts and labors embraced in the operations 
pf this Society. The Sabbath schools sus- 



tained ip the congiiegations, nided, dtirin|^ 
the last year, have embraced, on a low esti- 
mate, more than 60,000 scholars, and 
the bible classes, under the instruction 
of the missionaries, not less than 20,000 
pupils of all ages. The cause of tempe- 
rance has also been efficiently pi»mo- 
ted in most of the congregations, and the 
number of subscribers to the principle of 
total abstinence from the use of intoxicating 
drinks, on all the fields occupied by our 
missionaries, is probably more than 150,000^ 

STATE OP THE TREASURY, 

Several causes have cpi^tribiited (o dl^- 
minish the receipts of this Society during 
the past year. Among these the large bal- 
ance of nearly $15,000 in the Treasury at 
the commencement of the year, has exerted 
its influence. This fact having been pub- 
lished in our Annual Report, the impression 
becan>e general, throughout the country, 
that the current demands upon this Society- 
were already provided for, and the necessity 
of increased contributions to its funds, ap- 
peared to be less urgent than in former 
years. In the mean tinae, the existing em- 
barrassments and necessities of the Educa- 
tion Society, and the Foreign Missionary 
Board, were urged upon the public with 
special earnestness. The result has been 
that a larger proportion than usual of the 
contributions of the benevolent has flowed 
into those departments of the general cause 
whose necessities were the most urgent, 
while that which was better supplied has 
been comparatively neglected. Of the pro- 
priety and duty of this discrimination, we 
do not doubt. Several of the members of 
our own Committee have acted in accord- 
ance with it. In ordine^ry times this would 
probably not have resulted in any embar- 
rassment to the cause of Home Missions. 
But as the tide of affairs has turned in the 
commercial world, the pecuniary pressure 
upon the country became alarming, before 
the actual wants of our own Society urged 
upon the Committee the necessity of extrar 
ordinary measures to supply them. And 
when this necessity became apparent, it 
was too late to realize any immeciiately fa- 
vorable returns from that portion of thie 
public, on whom alone v^g have been ac- 
customed to rely in such emergencies. The 
pecuniary embarrassments, and the prostra? 
tion of mercantile credit, had already begun 
which have since been thickening around 
us, until they have re^^ulted in the unparal- 
leled desolation and alarm which now ex? 
ists. 

The Committee have accprdincly been 
under the necessity of alloying the nipi4 
expenditure of their funds in hand to mee^ 
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the current demands upon the Treamury, 
without any immediate prospects of its being 
replenished. The balance in the Treasury, 
at the commencement of the year, as appears 
from the Treasurer's Report, was $i4,j^30 
15, w^ile the receipts, since the la^ anni- 
arersary, haye been $85,701 59, which is 
About $1000 more than the receipts of the 
preceding year, exclusive of a large legacy 
/eceivei^ from the estate of the late Josepli 
3wrr, apd makes a total of $100,631 74. 
Ti^\8 sum has all been expended, excepting 
j$jL102 02, now in the Ti-easury, and this 
balance is all due at the present time to meet 
ibe drafts and bills which must be cancel- 
led within the coming ten days. 

In this state of our finances, there would 
Im nothing alarming in ordinary times of 
4xmuoercial prosperity. It hasnotunfre- 
fluently occurred, in the progress of this 
Society's operations, that our Treasury has 
been overdrawn from five to ten thousand 
dollars, and at one time the balance against 
MS had reached the sum of $14,00Q. But 
individuals of the Committee did not hesi- 
.tate to render themselves personally liable 
for the amounts necessary to supply the de- 
^iencies, and the drafts of the Missiona- 
ries have never ^ed to be promptly paid. 
Our condition, however, is widely differ- 
ent at the present crisis. Everjr day brings 
us intelligence of the failure of individuals, 
on whose subscriptions, (remaining un- 
paid,) we had relied fi^r temporary relief, 
until efficient measures could be perfected 
for opening new sources of income, and the 
difficulty of obtaining temporary loans on 
individual responsibilihr, nas rendered it 
impossible for the Committee to avail 
themselves of those facilities which they 
have readily secured to the Society pn all 
former pcq^sions of necessity. 

In these circumstances of embarrassment, 
the Committee apprehend, though with 
great reluctance^ that they may be under the 
painftil necessity of spo^ addressine a cir- 
cular to all the mlssionairie^ of the do^iet]|r, 



requesting them to withhold their drafts on 
the Treasury, or to draw for only a portion 
of the amounts due them, until we shall 
have had time to make our appeal to the 
friends of the cause and to the public at 
large, in the hope of soon securing the means 
of resuming the payment of uieir much 
needed dues. 

The Committee are aware that nothing 
but considerations of the most urgent ne- 
cessity could justify such a measure. But 
this necessity may exist, and we throw out 
the painful suggestion, that, by the prompt 
and efficient aid of our friends, the appre- 
hended crisis may, if possible, be avoided. 

It should also be borne in mind that, be- 
sides the amounts now due to the missiona- 
ries for labors already performed, the Com- 
mittee are pledged, to the amount of more 
than $50,000, in commissions yet to be ful- 
filled, the whole of which will become due 
in the coming twelve months. In the mean 
time, new and inviting fields are constantly 
opening for enlarged operations, and it re- 
mains to be determined whether this So^o 
ciety shall be furnished with the means of 
going forward in 4ts twice blessed work. 
We throw ourselves with confidence upon 
the benevolence of the Christian public, and 
the blessing of God, and feel that in urging 
upon the consciences of American Chris- 
tians the present embarrassments and the 
constantly growing necessities of the cause 
of Home Missions, we are pleading for a 
department of benevolent efiort, whose ef-» 
ficient prosecution is not only highly im- 
portant, but indispensable to the best inte? 
rests of our country and the world. 

That the grounds of this appeal, and the 
immense interests involved m the succesa 
of it may be the more distinctly seen and 
appreciated, we proceed to present some 
additional facts and considerations connected 
with the past operations of this Society, 
and whidrbaye an important bearing upon 
its future prospects of ipcjreasing useful- 
ness, 
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AUXILIARY SOCIETIES AND 
AGENCIES. 

MASSACHySETTS MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

The receipts of this Society, during the 
year ending April 1, 1837, have oeen 
$15,667 16, which added to a balance of 
S5,868 74 in the Treasury at the commence- 
ment of the year, makes the whole amount 
at the disposal of the Society, since its last 
annual return, $21,535 90. Of this sum 
$9,059 51 have been expended in the sup- 
port of 67 missionaries in that state, and 
^,349 90 has been paid over to the Parent 
Society, leaving a balance in the Treasuiy 
of the Massacnusetts Society, April 1, 
1837, of $7,126 49. 

Other sums have been received from that 
state, amounting to $4,840 29, which have 
been contributed directly to the Parent So- 
ciety, making the whole amount reported to 
us, as contributed to Home Missions by the 
friends of the cause in Massachusetts, 
$18,157 55. which is $3,717 82 less than 
was contributed to the same cause in 
the preceding year. This may be in part 
accounted for by the pecuniary embarrass- 
ments of the times, and in pturt from the 
fact that our Agent and Associate Secre- 
tary on that field, the Rev. R. S. Storrs, D. 
D., has been obliged, on account of ill health 
and the cares of his congregation, to with- 
draw from the active agency which he had 
prosecuted with great energy and success 
during several preceding years, and his 
place has not yet been supplied. 

MAINE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

This Society, like the preceding, has 
also been aifected by the reverses of the 
times, and by the removal of its Gieneral 
Agent, the Riv. Samuel Johnson, by death. 
He died in the midst of his labors, and in 
the full tide of his extensive and increasing 
usefulness, Nov. 16, 1836. The receipts of 
the Society, for the year ending April 1, 
1837, have been $7,198 36, which added to a 
balance of $201 47, in the Treasury at the 
commencement of the year, makes the whole 
disposable means of the Society, since its 
last annual return, $7,399 83. The expen- 
ditures of the Society during the same pe- 
riod, have been $9,190 91, leaving the 
Treasury overdrawn, on the first of April, 
$1,791 08. The amount contributed by in- 
dividuals in Maine directly to the Parent 
Society, has been $300, maKing the whole 
amount derived from that state to the cause 
of Home Missions, within the y^ar, 
$7,498 36. 

The number of missionaries supported 
bythe Maine Missionary Society has been 
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CONNECTICUT MUWIONARY SOOmT, 

The number of missionaries sustained in 
Connecticut, by this Society, during the last 
year, has been 34, and the number of con- 
gregations aided, 40. The receipts of the 
Society have been $4,026 22, which added 
to the balance in the Treasury, April 1, 
1836, makes a total of $6,986 18, of which 
$1,000 are the avails of a legacy received, 
the interest only to be expended. The dis- 
bursements during the same period have been 
$4,826 26, leaving a balance in the Treasury 
on the first of April^ 1837, of $2,159 92, 
all of which, excepting the legacy above 
named, was then due to the missionaries for 
labors already performed. Besides the re- 
ceipts above named, there have been con- 
tributed directly to the Parent Society from 
the Fairfield County Domestic Missionary 
Society, and derived from the payment of 
legacies and the contributions of individuals, 
associations, and congregations in Connec- 
ticut, the sum of $5,146 85, making the 
whole sum contributed in that state to the 
cause of Home Missions, during the last 
year, $9,173 07, more than one half of 
which, including $500 contributed in aid of 
the Rhode Island Missionary Society, has 
been expended by the Parent Society in 
sustaining missionaries in other states, es- 
pecially in the west. 



N£W-HAMPSHIRE IflSSIONA&T SOCIETT. 

The receipts of this Society, during the 
past year ending April 1, 1837, have been 
$6,638 55, which is $1,883 more than the 
receipts of the year next preceding. Bal- 
ance in the Treasury, April 1, 18^, $849. 
This increase is doubtless to be eUtributed to 
the continued labors of the agent in that 
state, the Rev. Isaac Willey, whose ser- 
yicM appear to have greatly increased the 
efficiency and usefulness of that Society. 
Its expenditures, during the same period, 
have been $7,350 80, leaving a balance in 
the hands of the Treasurer, April 1, 1837, 
of $136 90. Thib Society^ has sustained 
€0 missionaries in- New-Hampshire and 
one in Lower Canada, and is increasing in 
usefulness and in the extent of its operations. 
The amount received by the Parent Society, 
from New-Hampshire, in addition to the 
sum above reported, is $573, making the 
whole amount derived from contributions 
in that state to the cause of Home Missions, 
$7,211 55. 

VERMONT DOMES-nd MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

The number of missionaries reported by 
this Society within the year ending April 
1, 1837, is 46, and the number of missionary \ 



fields occupied in whole or in part, 51. 
Amount in the Treasury at the commence- 
ment of the year, was $5,230 69, which was 
the avails of a legacy then recently re- 
ceived. Its receipts during the year have 
been $4,339 95, making in all at the dispo- 
sal of the Society $9,570 64. Of this sum 
$4,152 have been expended in sustaining 
the operations of the Society in that state, 
leaving in the -Treasury, April 1, 1837, a 
balance of $4,625 11. The sum of $239 
72 has been contributed directly to the Pa- 
rent Society from that state, making the 
whole amount derived to the support of 
Home Missions from the friends of the 
cause in Vermont, within the last year, 
$4,579 67. -^ 

PfflLADELPHU BOARD OF AGENCY. 

The report of this Agency, for the year 
ending April 1, 1837, is highly interesting 
and encouraging. " In no preceding year, 
says the report, *' have our endeavors to 
promote the momentous interests commit- 
ted to us been so signally prospered." The 
receipts of the year from this agency have 
been $6,901 41, being an excess of $1,070 
92 over those of the year preceding, and in 
addition to the above, subscriptions have 
been obtained, but not yet paid, sufficient 
to make the whole amount secured to the 
Society, within the last year, more than 
$8,500, which is $2,000 more than the 
amount secured the preceding year. The 
number of missionaries sustained within 
the bounds of this agency is 34, who 
have been employed in the States of 
Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, and 
Pennsylvania. Several of the churches 
aided on these fields, have been blessed with 
special tokens of the divine favor in revi- 
vals of reliffion. 

For further particulars of this agency, 
we refer to the interesting report of our 
Agent and Associate Secretary, the Rev. 
G. N. Judd, in the Appendix. 

CENTRAL AGENCY IN THE STATE OF NEW- 
YORK, (UTICA.) 

61 missionaries have been sustained 
within the bounds of this agency, du- 
ring the whole, or a part of the last year, 
who have bestowed their labors upon 
70 congregations, and have performed, 
under commissions from this Society, 39 
years of ministerial service. Several of 
the churches aided have been blessed 
with special revivals, and while the report 
of the agency presents the most cheering 
evidence of the usefulness of our operations 
on that field, it exhibits also the most urgent 
necessity for their continuance and increase. 
We give the report entire in the Appendftr, 
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to which the reader k referred, not only for 
a more detailed account of proceedings, but 
for several suggestions worthy of the con- 
sideration of our missionaries g^enerally , and 
deeply interesting to the friends of the 
cause. 

The receipts of the agency daring the 
year, have been $3,315 21, aiidthe amount 
appropriated on the same field, $3,985'. 



W£S'^RN XQZUCY IN THE STAT£ OP KEW- 
YORK, (geneva.) ' 

The number of missionaries sustained 
during the whole or a part of the last year 
on the field of this Agency, has been 67, 
and the number of congreo^ations aided 
in their support, 99. During the year, 
12 new fields hare been taken up, 10 new 
places of worship have been erected or 
commenced, and vi churches have reported 
revivals, and 883 have been reported as 
added to the churches, 615 on profession of 
their faith. Soon after the last anniversary, 
an effort was commenced to collect $20,000, 
nearly the wholeof which has been subscrib- 
ed, but owing to the embarrassments of the 
times, only about $11,000 has been actually 
received by the agency. Of this sum 
$2,339 has been contributed by 87 church- 
es, which have been aided by the A. 
H. M. Society. 

The foregoing results indicate the great 
efficiency of our agent on that field, the 
Rev. J. A. Murray, to whose report in the 
AppendiXj we refer for many other details 
of a most interesting and encouraging cha- 
racter. 



THE CANADA HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

This Society, whose formation and con- 
nexion with the A. H. M. S. was announ- 
ced in our last Annual Report, has hitherto 
expended its principal efforts in searching 
out and supplying, through the aid of the 
Parent Society, the destitute churches, and 
protestant settlements in Lower Canada. 
The centre of its operations is Montreal, 
and its efficiency during the last year, affords 
promise of ^eat usefulness in future. The 
number of Its missionaries is 18, a large 
portion of whose support is supplied 
by the Parent Society. The receipts of the 
Cfanada Society, through the labors of the 
agent, the Rev. B. F. Curry, have been in- 
creased to $1,562, and the prospect of an 
annual increase of receipts on that fiield, is 
encouraging, while the blessixtg of God 
upon the lMK)ra of our missionaries there 
has been signal. Our agent expects soon 
to visit the Upper Province, where the field 
is also inviting, and where the few mis- 
8i»narie» of the Parent Society^ who h«¥e 



already been appoinled there, are laboring 
with encouraging Wccess. 

THE IVESTERN RK8ERVB DOMESTIC MIS' 
SIONAHY SOCUfcTY, OWtO. 

The retumfii fVom this Society are income 
plete. Its operations have been conducted 
as usual and with the usual tokens of the 
divine favor. The labors of our agent on 
that fieW, the Rev. O. P. Hoyt, have been 
con^menced within the year and promise 
much usefulness.' 



CENTRAL BOARD OP AGENCY TOR THE WEST^ 
ERN STATES, CINCINNATI, OHIO.- 

The receipts of this Agency during thte 
year, have been $3,584 84, which added to 
a balance of $250 in the hands of the Agen- 
cy, April, 1836, makes the Whole amount aft 
it's disposal, since that date, $3,834 84, all of 
which, excepting about $500, appropriated 
to other laborers in the west, has been ex- 
pended in the support of 25 missionaries 
whose commissions were granted op the 
recommendation of the Agency. The great 
usefulness of this Board, and the happy re^ 
suits of the labors of oCir Agent on that 
field, the ReV. Henry Little, are every year 
more and more appareitt. [See report i% 
Appendix.] 

li^DlANA MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

The receipts of this Society, not before^ 
reported, have been $1,256 77, all of which 
has been expended in the state of Indiana in 
aid of the smsport of the 31 missionaries of 
the Parent Society in that state. Our Agent 
there, the Rev. Samuel G. Lowry^ has pur* 
sued his labors with increasing usefulness 
during the last year, and the prospects of 
the cause in that state, thongh attended witl^ 
some embarrassments, are encouraging.- 
The field is white utAO the harvest, ai^ 
many more laborers are needed. 

AGENTS IN ILtlNonS. 

The Rer^ Theron Baldwin and the Rev.- 
Albert Hale have divided the Agency of 
this state between them during the last year, 
each of them devoting about half of his- 
tirae to the service of the Home Mis- 
sionary Society. Their reports are highly 
eiicouraeing. Their labors-have been aDun>- 
dant,ana have been attended with much' 
sueeess, not osiW in the eoUeetion of funds 
and the strengthening of feeble churches^ 
but also in the promotion of revivals and 
the conversion of souls. Their receipU for 
the Society have been about $2,000. Foi^ 
other interesting particulars^ we refer 
to a letter fifom fi[r»BaldWin^ lA the Ajk 
pendix^ 
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OTHEH AGENTS IK THE WEST. 

The Rev. Joseph Lane, thfe commence- 
ment of whose agency in Kentucky was an- 
nounced in our last report, continued his 
useful labors on that field, until about the 
first of October, 1836. From the first of 
March preceding to that date, he had col- 
lected for the Society $436 08. During thd 
same period, he remarks in his final 
report, " I have preached 81 discourses, 
and attended 12 protracted and sacramen- 
tal meetings, some of which have been 
very interesting; and I hope to meet above 
some who, during these meetings, submitted 
10 God, and commenced their journey to- 
wards heaven. In these labors I have had 
the satisfaction to meet with a cordial recep- 
tbn, and only in a few instances have I 
met with any unpleasant eipession of feel- 
ing. I have labored as a missionary more 
than as an agent, and have made it my object 
to preach to the churches, and acquamt my- 
self with their wants, more than to ask 
them for their money. This course I have 
pursued with the expectation that, in the 
present state of destitution, which is every 
year increasing in this state, the churches 
would accept with cheerfulness any judi- 
cious measures which might be adopted, 
especially by the committee here, for tlie pur- 
pose of supplying the destitute with the 
bread of life. But to my surprise, these 
churches are now recommended by the 
Presbytery, not to receive the ministerial 
services of any brother, receiving pay from 
thjB A. H. M. Society j and this, too, in a 
state where 45 or 50 counties remain desti- 
tute of any Presbyterian preacher." 

The resolutions of the Presbytery and 
Synod of Kentucky, which rendered it ex- 
pedient for our agent to retire from that in- 
teresting and extensive field, have been ex- 
tensively published, and need not be re- 
ported here. The following only, (adopted 
by the Presbytery,) concerns the conduct of 
our agent, viz : " Resolved, that the Rev. 
Joseph Lane, Agent of the A. H. M. S. for 
Kentucky, so far as our knowledge extends, 
ha? uniformly conducted himself amongst 
us, as becomes an upright Christian min- 
ister." 

In view of the resolutions above referred 
to, and which have suspended our opera- 
rations for the present, we can only express 
our deep regret, while we cordially sympa- 
thize with the destitute, and the many 
:friends of the cause in that state, with whom 
we have co-operated in the labors of love in 
past years. May the Lord prepare the 
way, »fid direct our future course. 

SABBATH SCHOJURS' MI8SI0-NARY SOCHrnES- 

These juvenile associations in aid of the 
cause of Home Missions, which have been | 
Vol. X. 4 



reported in fonner years, In terms of so 
much comniendation and encouragement, 
continue to increase in number and useful- 
ness. No less than 15 of our missiona- 
ries, during the last year, have been sustain- 
ed by the contributions of Sabbath scholars* 
associations. The oldest of Uiese associa- 
tions, is that of the Duane-street church, 
who have lately held their Tenth Anniver- 
sary, and whose payments to the Parent 
Society, during the past year, have amount- 
ed to ^94, which has been appropriated 
to the support of 7 missionaries. The 
associations connected with the SouUi 
Dutch, the Miurray-street, the West, and 
the Fourth Free Presbyterian churches, and 
the First Church in Brooklyn, have also 
continued their labors, and some of 
them with increasing efficiency and suc- 
cess. 

BOARD OF MISSIONS OF TBI GKRMAir REFORM- 
£D CHURCH IN 1V£ VN1T£P STATBS. 

The co-operation of this board has been 
continued during the year on the plan an- * 
nounccd in our last report, and the Commit- 
tee have granted aid, under this arrange- 
ment to 3 congregations, in the support of 
ministers of the G&rman Reformed Church, 
whose names and locations are embraced 
in the general table. Our correspondence 
with this board has been conducted with 
reciprocal kindness, and promises interest- 
ing results as to the missionary spirit and 
efficiency of the important denomination 
which it is designed to benefit. 

CENTRAL MISSIONARY SOCIITT OF THE LU- 
THERAN CHURC^. 

Our co-operation with this Society has 
been of so recent date, that great results 
were not to be expected during the last yeiir^ 
Something however has been done in the 
way of preparation for more efficient actiou 
hereailer, and 2 missionaries of that de- 
nomination have been in part sustained by 
the aid of the Parent Society. The plan of 
co-operation is similar to that adopted with 
other large auxiliaries and agencies, who 
take the.entire supervision of their appro- 
priate fields, andtnrough whose recommexi- 
dation the appointments of the Parent So- 
ciety are made. 

THE ETANOEUGAL^ SOCSETT OF PAWS. 

Our last Annual Report contained an f^e- 
count of an appropriation of S3,0G0 in aid 
of the Evangelical Society of Paris. The 
lively expressions of gratitude with which 
that first approi)riation had been receiveil 
by our brethren in France, and the feithful- 
ness and economy with which it had been 
expended in the support of 17 pastors and 
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evaneelists in that country were alao fully 
stated, with the reasons which seemed to 
urge a continuance of the aid of this Socie- 
ty to the evangelical churches in France, 
and also its extension to other nominally 
Christian countries. In pursuance of the I 
principles and object^ then advanced, and ! 
m answer to the earnest appeal of the above j 
named society for continued aid, this Com- j 
mittee, in January last, made another 
appropriation of $1,500, and in the commu- 
nication accompanying the transmission 
of it to the Committee in Paris, we expres- 
sed the hope that the receipts of the Society 
would justify us in making another appro- 
priation of the same amount, ($1,500,) near 
the close of the year. This hope however 
has been disappointed. The exhaustion of 
the Society's Treasury, and the embarrass- 
ments which at present exist, render it 
wholly inexpedient for us to attempt, at this 
time, to comply with the expectations which 
our former communications have excited. 
Yet we cannot but regard our introduction 
to the work of missions in France, as high- 
ly propitious to the cause, and would ex- 
press our profound gratitude to the Father 
of Mercies, that we have been enabled to 
commence a work so important and inter- 
esting. May the same gracious providence 
enable us to resume it, at no distant day, 
with increased efficiency. 

The number of missionaries under the 
care of the Society in Paris, who have been 
aided in part by our contribution above 
named, is 17 ; whose self-denying labors 
have been attended with the most animating 
and encouraging success. 

ETANQEUCAL SOCIETY OF GENEVA. 

This Society is scarcely less important 
to the cause of evangelism in France, than 
that of Paris. It has been about four years 
engaged in the work of missions, having 
previously made considerable progress in 
the distribution of the Scriptures and of re- 
ligious tracts. The great necessities, as 
well as the extensive usefulness of this So- 
ciety, being urged upon our consideration 
by the Rev. Mr. Baird, in the early part of 
the year, a correspondence was open^ with 
its managers, and $1,000 transmitted by 
this Committee in aid of its operations. The 
promptness with which our donation has 
been acknowledged, and the accuracy of 
the T^)ort of ihd doings of the Society 
which has been returned to us, together 
with a description of the extent, the desola- 
tion, and the urgent necessities of the field 
which they have be&^n to cultivate, are such 
as to malce us deeply regret our inability to 
double the appropriatiop which we have al- 
ready made, and which has been supplied 
in part to support 7 missionaries in Bur- 
gundy, where the Papal superstitions have 



held an almost unintecrupted sway for 
more than a century. Foi further particu- 
lars of this interesting and important socie- 
ty, see Appendix. \ 

GENERAL USEFULNESS OF THE SOCIETT. 

The importance of its operations U the 
universal spread of the gospel. 
In view of the position occupied by this 
Society, and the tendency of its operations, 
the committee feel constrained to commend 
it to the patronage of American Christians, 
as an instrument of pre-eminent importance 
to the universal establishment of Christian- 
ity, not only in this country, but through- 
out the world. In addition to the particu- 
lars which we have already enumerated, 
the benign results of the labors of our mis- 
sionaries may be distinctly traced in the 
impulse which they have given to the cause 
of general education ; the improvements they 
have promoted in common schools ; and in 
the several colleges, and other seminaries of 
learning, both literary and theological, 
which they havebeen the chief instrument* 
of establishing. Their influence in these 
respects, accoiSing to their number, and the 
time of their employment, "«rill not suffer in 
comparison with that of the evangelical 
cler^ of ouricountry generally ; while their 
ministry has been almost universally ac- 
ceptable to the people whom they serve, and 
has been owned and blessed of God. Their 
labors also havebeen widely diffused, and 
have exerted their influence, directly or re- 
motely, upon almost every department of 
weU-doing in the nation , whether designed 
for the special benefit of our own people, or 
to bless and save the millions of other lands; 
and the few who have labored in the neigh- 
boring provinces, and in a distant country, 
have bc^n hailed with gratitude as among 
the first fruits of an enterprise, which, 
having its origin in the benevolence of a 
great and a free people, is destined to expand 
and to multiply its influences, until, in co- 
operation with those of the same precious 
faith in other nominally Christian countries, 
it shall ffive to the doctrines of the gospel 
their rightful control, and thus secure a sup- 
port to the cause of Foreign Missions, ade- 
2uate to the necessities of the whole workf. 
Considered in all their relations and proba- 
ble consequences^ therefore, our operations 
assume a magnitude, and an importance, 
which far exceed their present visible re- 
sults. The position occupied by this So- 
ciety, in common with other benevolent in- 
stitutions, whose efforts are expended on 
the same field, is a vantage gix>und assign- 
ed us for the benefit of all nations. 

The first consideration in support of this 
assertion, is, that our country is compara^ 
tively new and free. Though much ad* 
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vanti^ may have been already lost by our 
neglect, as a people, to cherish and increase 
in proportion to the increase of our popula- 
tion, the religious influences and institutions 
of the early fathers of this republic, it is also 
(true that the counteracting and opposing in- 
fluences, have not yet obtained the triumph 
which they have sought. The fundamen- 
tal princi^es of our government remain. 
Our institutions are nominally, at least, and 
professedly, those of Christianity ; and our 
young and growing population are within 
the reach of those UhrisA^n influences, 
which exist among us, and which, if wisely 
directed and fieiithfuUy applied, may yet, 
with the blessing of God, subdue the nation 
to the obedience of faith. 
^ The appropriate territory of this repub- 
lic, is also extensive, beyond the example of 
most other nations. It embraces a fraction 
more than one twentieth part of the land sur- 
face of the ^lobe ; and we see no reason to 
doubt that its population, in less than two 
centuries, will boar an ec^ual proportion to 
the millions which shall inhabit the earth. 
If^ therefore, this country were destined to 
stand alone in the exertion of its moral in- 
fluence upon other nations, it might still 
liope, by becoming itself pervaded with the 
spirit of Christianity, to attract all the "Gen- 
tiles to its light," and their " kings to the 
brightness of its rising." But the millions 
of this country will not stand alone. They 
are associatecf by blood, and by the princi- 
ples of a common Christianity, with the vast 
population of another nation, whose territo- 
ries, dependencies and relations are, at the 
I)re8ent time, much more extended and mul- 
tifarious than our own. United by the ties 
of kindred, of a constant intercourse and a 
common language, these two nations. Great 
Britain and the United States, in all that 
pertains to the advancement of society in 
knowledge and religion, are substantially 
ONE. Their intellectual researches and 
moral improvements are auickly reciproca- 
ted, and uie discoveries ox the one are im- 
mediately, without the labor or the delay of 
translation, communicated to the other. In 
these respects, whatever is attained by the 
one, is the property of both, and is extend- 
ed, by their common language throughout 
the immense territories of both. The En- 
glish language is now spoken, and is the 
prevalent m^ium of intercourse and of 
publication in portions of Europe, Africa, 
Australasia, the United States, South Ame- 
rica, Texas, the West Indies, British Ame- 
rica, and Newfoundland, embracing, in all, 
more than 8,000,000 square miles, which is 
one sixth part of the area of the globe, and 
sustains a population of 50,000,000. In 
addition to tnis the same language is par- 
tially spoken, and is constantly gaining in 
eomparatiye importance and use in other 



portions of the old world, embracing territo- 
ries of more than 1,000,0(X) square miles and 
150,000,000 of people. The only other na- 
tional languages which approach this esti- 
mate of extent are those ot the Russian and 
Chinese empires, and the Spanish and Por- 
tUj^ese colonies. But none of these coun- 
tries is likely to sustain a permanent popu- 
lation so numerous aiul efficient as that of 
the British dominions and the Anglo-Ame- 
rican States, which are rapidly advancing 
to the exercise of an influence on the other 
nations of the world^ equal, at least, to that 
of the Roman empire in the time of the 
Apostles. 

But it is not by the extent of its use alone 
that we are to estimate the power and im- 
portance of the English langjaage. Not 
that it is spoken by 50,000,000 ot peopj^i 
and is partially in use among 150,000,000 
more, out it is that the English language 
embodies more of scientific research, of 
practical invention, and of theological and 
moral disquisition than any other language. 
Nations of other tongues, therefore, in 
pushing their inquiries on these subjects, 
are feeling, and will continue to feel, more 
and more, the necessity of resorting to this 
medium of thought and conmiunication for 
the materials of their own improvement. 
The English language also, in the opinions 
of those who arc competent to judge, from 
its origin and structure, is peculiarly adapted 
to receive accessions to its stores of know- 
ledge by means of translations from other 
languages. In this way the literature and 
the discoveries of other nations are becom- 
ing rapidly incorporated with our own ; 
and the greater the extent and variety of 
these foreign accessions, the greater will be 
the attractions of English literature and 
science, and the more will it invite the study 
of the learned of all countries, who by the 
acquisition of this single language may be 
introduced to the thoughts of men of every 
age, of every clime, and of every tongue. 
A lull investigation of this subiect wouW 
show it to be more than probable that the 
English language, by means of the advan- 
tages which it possesses over the other lan- 
guages of Europe and of our own continent, 
IS destined soon to become the common lan« 
guage of European and American science, 
civiOzation, literature and religion. And 
who can cast his eye upon the map of the 
world, and contemplate the comparative 
moral and intellectual condition of its many 
nations, without perceiving that almost the 
only influences which are adapted to per- 
vade and enlighten, to civilize and elevate 
the millions of the earth's population, are to 
be found in Europe and America. But if 
all the advancements of these nations in 
knowledge and religion are to be embodied 
in a single language, and if that Wnguage 
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ii to senre as the medimn of communication 
vith all the rest, and act as the interpreter 
of their knowledge to all the nations of the 
vorld, how immense is the power of that 
language I To possess it vernacularly, to 
be trained in the use of it, is to have our 
hand upon the main-spring of the intellec- 
tual and moral improvement of our race. 
It is to enjoy a medium of thought and of ex- 
pression, through which we may send out the 
lights of science, the refinements of civili- 
zation and the impulses of virtue and reli- 
^on,to the utmost verge of man's habitation. 
In the li^ht of these suggestions, how 
interesting is the field of Christian enter- 
prise, assigned, in the Providence of God, 
to the American Home Missionary Society ! 
The languag[e possessing all these unrivalled 
advantages is our own. During our brief 
existence ^ a nation, American intellect 
and piety have contributed their full share 
to the richness of its treasures. It will soon, 
therefore, be less appropriately denominated 
the English, than the Anglo-American lan- 
^age; for, while En^and retains her 
long-enjoyed and established pre-eminence 
among^the nations of the old world, our 
«wn United States are entering upon a 
^resh career of advancement, which is des- 
tined to exert a still more controlling influ- 
ence upon the new. Our field is less en- 
jcumbered by long established political and 
social usages adverse to improvement. Our 
institutions possess the fresnness of youth, 
are accordant with the spirit of the times, 
and highly adapted to the condition of the 
Bew state of society which here exists. In 
addition to these advantages, we have 
access to all the riches of literature, science 
and religion, which are possessed by our 
elder brethren beyond the Atlantic. If, 
then, their prospect was the reverse of what 
it is, if they should fail to maintain and 
extend the benign influence which they 
now exert over the other nations of Eu- 
rope, " if England should fall before a new 
irruption of barbarians," and the influence of 
her numerous colonies be lost upon the Mo- 
hammedan and heathen countries in which 
they have been planted, still the Eng^lish 
race would remain with its characteristic 
enterprise, and the English langua^e^ with 
whatever in its literature and religion is 
adapted to affect the higher interests of hu- 
manity, — rich in its native stores, and mul- 
tifarious in its foreign acquisitions collected 
from every region under heaven. " Ame- 
rica,** then, in the language of an eloquent 
English author, "would soon fill up the blank 
ana take the lead in the advancement of 
'."The enlightened and 



the brave of the old world would withdraw 
fh>m the slavery of their native lands, and 
with the same ardor, on miother side of the 
f^obej would follow the puxsuit of tmth and 



enlarge the boundaries of science, and na- 
tive Americans, beginning where Euro- 
peans had ended, would pursue the same 
career of improvement and explore new 
riches of mind." 

In less than twenty-five years the TTnited 
States double their population, and more 
than double their resources. In a little more 
than a century they will contain a people 
" ten times more numerous than has ever 
yet been animated by the spirit and energy 
of a free government." The other nations, 
provinces and Colonies upon this continent 
contain less of the elements of improvement j 
and the increase of their population, if W6 
judge from the experience of the past, as 
weU as from the operation of existing ad- 
verse causes, will be far less rapid. The 
United States, therefore, by the increase of 
their political strength, as well as the supe- 
rior advantages which they already possess, 
are destined to anticipate and control the 
other American governments, in the career 
of improvement. The institutions of the 
latter will be modelled after those of the 
former, and the character, improvements 
and language of the Anglo-American race, 
will pervade the nations of the new world. 
Then, in the language of the same au- 
thor,* "in less than a century and a half, 
the new world will not be able to contain its 
inhabitants, but will pour them forth, strait- 
ened by their overflowing numbers at home, 
upon the shores of less civilized nations, till 
the whole earth is subdued to knowTed^, 
and filled with the abodes of firee and civil- 
ized men." 

If therefore the world is to be converted 
by the blessing of God upon the leading in- 
fluences which now exist in the churcn of 
Christ, it would seem that this country is 
destined to bear a conspicuous part in the 
work. The race of men who, at present, 
possess these influences, is our own, and 
millions of this race, and of other nations 
of Euro^,who emulate their improvements, 
are rapidly making their home in these 
states. A sympathy is thus created and 
constantly augmented, which no power can 
crush. Every year's emigration to our 
shores enhances the motive for a larger 
emigration the next year, and thus contri- 
butes, at once to increase and tb Americaur' 
ize the British race. The time, therefore, 
can not be far distant when the majority of 
this race will be clustered Upon our own 
continent. Here they wiltpossess, in their 
own tongue, the literature, the science, and 
the religion, which are destined to enlighten 
and save the world. In the mean time, by 
the commercial enterprise of this race of 
men, by the colonies which have already 
been planted and will probably be main- 
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taiiied and multip^ed, and by the labors of 
British and American missionaries, scat- 
tered in g;reat numbers among all the na- 
tions of the earth, every country will be in 
some degree pr^lared to receire the irastly 
accumulated influence which the British 
and American race will then possess, and 
will be ready, throu|;h their common lan- 
^age, to extend, with unexampled rapid- 
ity, over the whole world. 

Among all the means, therefore, which 
could be devised for the universal spread 
of the gospel, the sanctiication of the En- 
glish language is one of pre-eminent 
importance. If this language oe not con- 
secrated to the service of God, it will soon 
become universally, as it is already to an 
alarming extent, the medium of infidel com- 
munion, and the vehicle for the spread of 
vice and irreligion among the nations. The 
Tastness and variety of its treasures, in this 
event, would, at once, increase its attrac- 
tions and greatly enhance its power to cor- 
rupt and destroy. On the other hand, if the 
English language, in all the extent of its 
use, were baptized with the spirit of Chris- 
tianity, what an instrtmient might it be- 
come in the hand of God to subdue the na- 
tions to obedience and love ! Its literature 
and science would soon be pervaded with 
the sentiments, while its instructions would 
inculcate the spirit of Christian missions, 
wherever mercantile enter|>rise, the acqui- 
sition of knoMrledee, or the impulses ^fphi- 
lanthropy, should extend its use This 
vantage ground has already been, in some 
measure, attained. The British and Ame- 
rican churches are far in advance of all 
others in prosecuting the work of missions. 
A vast majority of Uie heralds of salvation 
who arc now pioneering their viray among 
the heathen, have received their training in 
the language of these churches, and though 
they deliver their instructions in other 
tongues, it will be impossible to suppress 
the sympathy which their benevolentlabors 
will excite in the breasts of all the enlio^ht- 
ened and the converted among the nations 
whert they are holding forth the word of 
life. 

If then we would prepare the most effect- 
ually to sustain the Foreign Missionary 
enterprise, and increase the number and the 
moral power of those who preach the gos^ 
pel in distant lands, if we would prepare 
our merchants and sailors, who are extend- 
ing their voyages, their tra0ic, and even 
their residences to every country, to exert 
an evangelical influence upon the peofde 
with whom they min^e, it becomes the 
duty of American Christians at home, a duty 
which yields to none other in importance, 
to purify the sources and the channels of 
instruction, which are to give character to 
ihe teeming milUons of th^ states. This 



can be done only by the universal inculca* 
tion of the doctrines and duties of the Chris- 
tian religion. Here then we are called on, 
as Americans, as philanthropists and as 
Christians, to exert every energy and im- 
prove every advantage. It is a duty which 
we owe to ourselves, as a nation, and to the 
nations and provinces which border upon 
our own in the North and the South, among 
whom the spirit and the imitation of our 
own institutions are rapidly advancing. It 
is a duty which we owe to the widely dis- 
persed and enlightened race of men, al- 
ready numbering from 50 to 100 millions, 
who speak, with us, a common language. 
It is a duty which we owe to the whole 
world, to use every endeavor, and employ 
every fkcility within our reach, and at every 
sacnfice, to engraft upon the American lan- 
guage, and through that upon the Ameri- 
can mind, the spirit and the teachings of 
Christianity. And what is inculcated here 
will exert its direct and immediate influence 
in ever widening circles, upon those who 
speak the same language, in all other coun- 
tries. Then, if our hopes shall be answer- 
ed, if what we now confldemly anticipate 
shall become a reality, and these states and 
provinces shall be full of people, they will 
turn back upon the old world, the stream of 
emi^ation which they now receive ; and 
reuniting with the descendants of a common 
ancestry, in their wide dispersion among 
the nations, they will quickly extend a con- 
trolling, an enlightening, and a sanctifying 
influence throughout the world. 

Thefiekiofour operations, therefore, is 
full of encouragement, the most animating 
and glorious. Every plant of righteous- 
ness which is reared upon it, will soon be- 
come a tree, whose leaves shall be for th^ 
healing of the nations. To preach the gos* 
pel in such a country, to inculcate its doe. 
trines in such a language, and among such 
a race of men, is, in the highest sense, to k-> 
bor for the benefit of man universally ; w bile 
the efforts which we have already commen- 
ced and prosecuted to some extent in other 
nominally Christian nations, are in them- 
selves important, and most timely and ap- 
propriate m strengtheningthe bonds of sym- 
pathy between the European and American 
nations, and in preparing the way ibr the 
ultimate and universal spread of those 
healthAil and saving influences which are 
produced, on a still broader scale, by our ef- 
forts at home. 

Shall these efforts be intermitted 1 As 
we have before remarked, it is a time of un- 
exampled pecuniary embarrassment. A 
^reat and strone wind has shaken- our poli- 
tical and social fabric, and " rent the moun- 
tains" of our earthly dependence. But late- 
ly our" merchants were princes," and some 
of than gave princelydonations to the cause 
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of Grod. They were strong pillars of our 
foeaevolent enterprise, and we leaned upon 
them. Now they stand amid the crush and 
the wreck of tneir worldly wealth, with 
*• feeble knees," and their hands hansdown. 
We ask, then,'not in despair, (for " the Liord 
liveth, and blessed be our Rock,") but we 
do ask, with earnestness and solicitude, 
shall the appropriations of tlie Home Mis- 
sionary Society be intermitted 1 Shall we 
chan|!^ the voice of our communication to 
the needy in our own and other lands 1 
Shall we withdraw the encouragements 
which we have ahready ^ven to the feeble 
and struggling churches in France, and thus 
disappoint the hopes which our past efll- 
ciency has excited 1 Shall we write to our 
600 missionaries in the United States, and 
the adjoining provinces, and ask them to 
withhold their applications, and bear their 
poverty unaided, until the indignation 
be overpast 1 We put these cjuestions, 
not to the Christians of this city only, 
but to the friends of the cause through- 
out the country. We press them upon 
the hearts and consciences of 400,000 
professors of religion in the denominations 
wholiave hitherto sustained this Society, 
all Americans, all Christians. We urge 
them upon our intelligent and enlightened 
countrymen generally, who, b^ enjoying 
the advantages which it is the object of this 
Society to confer upon the destitute, have 
learned rightly to estimate their immense 
importance. We ask all these, in the 
midst of the possessions and blessings 
which yet remain to them, notwithstanding 
the embarrassments of the times, to decide 
in the fear of God, whether the Home Mis- 
sk>nary Society shall fail to. accomplish 
what its hitherto prosperous operations 
have promised 1 Shall the hopes of the 
church and of the world be obscured by the 
suspension of its life-sustaining disburse- 
indents % The impulse of our own hearts is 
to answer, No ! thot for a single , morUh. 
We throw out this response to the inquiries 
we have be«n constrained to raise, tnat it 
maybe caught and communicated and reite- 
rated by a benevolent community; and 
we seem to hear it come back to us, in 
lengthened echoes from the North and the 
South and the East and the West, "No, not 

FOR A SINGLE MONTH." Thc pOSSeSSioUS of 

the church, notwithstanding the little wrath 
in which they have been scattered and di- 
minished, are yet ample for this and every 
other enterpise of Christian benevolence 
which has been projected. If many who 



were once rich can no longer contribute of 
the abundance which they seemed to pos- 
sess, it is but an indication in 'providence 
which should impress upon the poor ihe 
duty of giving of their poverty, to sup- 
ply the lack of service which an unpro- 
pitious change of times has occasbned. And 
there are still left among us some men of 
wealth, who have retained their possessions 
amid the desolation which surrounds them. 
May we not expect that, in answer to the 
fervent prayers of his people, the Spirit of 
God will concur jv^ith the teachings of his 
providence to melt the hearts of some of 
these into gratitude, which will express it- 
self in generous thank-offerings to his 
cause 1 Shall we not have learned, as a 
people, by the reverses we are called to suf- 
fer, what we had failed to derive from long 
lessons of unexampled prosperity, that there 
is no profit in wealth, Out m its use for the 
promotion of worthy objects ? Let this sen- 
timent pervade and control the public mind, 
let it be cherished with power to expel from 
the bosom of the church the sordid love of 
gain and the pride of wealth, and there will 
be no lack of means to sustain the cause in 
which we labor. In the " great trial of af- 
fliction" which our churches may be called 
to endure, like those of Macedonia, " the 
abundance of their joy, and their deep po- 
verty," shall abound "unto the riches of 
their liberality;" and before another year 
shall have passed away, joy and gladness 
shall be in the midst of us, " more than in 
the time when their corn and their wine in- 
creased ;" and " they that dwell in the wil- 
derness shall bow before the Lord." J* For 
he shall deliver the needy when he crieth," 
" and they of the city shall flourish like 
^rass of the earth." " Men shall be blessed 
in him : all nations shall call him blessed," 
and shall sing to his praise in every tonffue, 
" Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Is- 
rael, who only doeth wondrous things. 
And blessed be his glorious name for ever, 
and let the whole earth be filled with his 
glory."* 

By order of the Executive Committee, 
ABSALOM PETERS, 
Cor. Sec'ry. A. H. M. S. 



* When the Secretary closed the readiBg of the 
Report, at the Anniversary, the large choir, led !]^ 
Mr. Hastings, rose and sang, in melting and ani- 
mating strains, an Anthem prepared for the occa- 
sion on the concluding words, from the 78d Psalm, 
" Blessed be the Lord God," Ac 
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INTERESTING MISSIONARY HIS- 
TORY. 

The following extract from an address of 
Rev. J. M. DicKEF, of Indiana, delivered at 
the Home Missionary Anniversary in Cin- 
cinnati, in November last, exhibits in»an im- 
pressive manner the following truths, viz : 

1. The rapid growth of the new states^ 
and the importance of doing soon whatever 
may be done to give them an ev angelica 
character. 

2. The trials of Missionaries arising from 
the newness of every thing around them, 
and the inability or backwardness of the peo- 
ple in contributing to their support. 

3. The obligation of the older and more 
forored churches to furnish the Gospel to the 
destitute. 

4. The great encouragement with which 
our efforts for the benefit of the new settle- 
ments are attended. 

In order to see what the Lord has done, 
it is necessary to view the past, and con- 
trast the state of things years ago with 
what they are now. 

The first Presbytery which I attended, I 
travelled 230 miles in order to be at the 
meeting; this was 26 years ago. The 
same year I attended the meeting of the 
Synod of Kentucky. That Synod then 
embraced Tennessee, Kentucky and part of 
Ohio, including 5 Presbyteries, about 60 
ministers and 150 churches. The territory 
then embraced within the bounds of the 
Synod of Kentucky with parts adjacent, 
since settled, contain at ^this time 9 Synods, 
38 PrefiA)yteries, about 450 ministers and 
650 churches. This increase in part is to 
be attributed to missionary effort ; for with- 
out it many who are now laboring among 
us, and laboring successfully, would not 
have been among us. No doubt, a great 
part of the efficiency of these in this field is 
to be attributed to missionary effort; for 
without it many would have to labor, 
woricing with their own hands to secure a 
competency for themselves and their fami- 
lies ; and when this is the case, we generally 
find a worldly spirit, both in the ministers 
and people ; and ministers engaged in the 
things Of this world, often become a curse 
to their people. But through the benevo- 
lence of abler congregations united in this 
great missionary work, many destitute 
neighborhoods have been visited, churches 
organized and supplied with the means of 
grace, and the weak churches buih up and 
made strong. 
Twenty-one years ago, I saw what was 



a " new thing" in Indiana, and that was 3 
Presbyterian preachers together, and one of 
them not a resident of the state ; two years 
afterwards I saw mioiher new ihmg, and 
that was 4 Presbyterian preachers together, 
and one of them did not reside in the state. 
Now we have upwards of 60, more or less 
engaged in promoting the cause of the Re- 
deemer and the salvation of souls; and 
other partSiOf the great West are equally 
supplied with the ministers of the gospel. 
Have we not abundant reasons for devout 
gratitude to God for what he has done for 

US'? 

For several years those who were labor- 
ing in Indiana, seemed almost to labor in 
vam. Frequently 1 was ready to conclude 
that I was a curse instead of a blessing to 
the people among whom I labored. Some- 
times 1 thought I was of no use, only to 
make the hearts of some of the pious who 
had been long destitute, glad to see some- 
thing like a Presbyterian preacher. But 
few were added to the churches on exami- 
nation ; additions \Vere mostly by emigra- 
tion, imtil our brethrenpin the East began to 
feel for us, and the prayers of the East and 
West met in ascending to the throne of 
God. The Lord has since been pleased to 
bless the labors of his ministers, to pour out 
his Spirit, and numbers have bieen added to 
the Lord. Surely it becomes us, to render 
most unfeigned gratitude to God for his un- 
speakable goodness. 

Let me now tell you about the third 
Presbyterian meeting-house erected in the 
state of Indiana. The logs were cut 20 feet 
in length, they were put up round, and co- 
vered with boards. The house was never 
floored, some benches were made and put 
into it. I worked at it with my own hands ; 
and my heart rejoiced more to see that in- 
significant house for God, than when the 
church where I now labor was erected, 
which is made of brick 40 by 50 feet. I be- 
lieve there were pious souls there who per- 
haps rejoiced more to see that house erect- 
ed, than many in the present day to see a 
large and commodious house erected. Now, 
we can see many for the worship of God, 
in different parts of the country. If such 
little things were calculated to fill the hearts 
of God's people with joy, surely we have 
much greater reason for thankfulness, when 
we see churches arising throughout the 
length and breadth of the land, and minis- 
ters to occupy them. 

Here let me relate some of the diflliculties 
which I had to encounter, not by way of 
boasting, but to excite a greater diligence 
and effort in those who have entered the 
field at a later date, and similar difficulties 
have no doubt fallen to the lot of others. 
The day I arrived whh my family at the 
placd of my intended residence, I had to 
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borrow 50 cents to pay my ferriage. Al- 
most my whole property was packed upon 
one horse, the roads bemg thought too bad 
to bring a wagon. My support from the 
congregation, to which I devoted only a part 
of my time, did not average $50 a year; 
the balance of my time was spent in visit- 
ing destitute places, and from those places I 
received just about the amount of my tra- 
velling expenses. No missionary aid could 
be obtained, although appUcaiions were 
made for it. by my friends. Travelling 
was then .expensive and difficult. The 
Lord supported my family, and a kind 
friend fed me and my child, which enabled 
mc to devote more time to travelHng and 
preaching. I have travelled 20 miles with- 
out coming to a house, and would some- 
times lose the path and have to return to a 
place which I knew was the road, to trace 
it out more carefully. This I have done in 
travelling the principal road between county 
seats of adjoining counties. I was some- 
times too poor to purchase candles, and 
having but little time to study through the 
day, I would make a fire at night, sit down 
on the floor with my paper lying on the 
hearth, that I might see to write my notes ; 
and in this way, some, of perhaps my best 
sermons, were composed, and yet I could 
name some of the ministers in the early 
settlements of the west, who were poorer 
than I, and had greater difficulties to en- 
counter, who at times had scarcely a suffi- 
ciency of the coarsest kind of food to satisfy 
the cravings of nature. 

The travelling of th*e ministers of the 
gospel was then necessarily great, or the 
destitute must have remained without a sin- 
gle sermon. During 8 months in one sea- 
son, I spent nearly 60 days in attendiofi; 
the meetings of the Presbytery and Synod, 
the meeting of our missionary society, and 
supplying vacant congregations as directed 
by the Presbytery; in doing this, I rode 
nearly 1,000 miles. I have travelled near 
300 miles to supply 2 sabbath schools and 
2 vacant congregations, I have gone 100 
miles to administer the Lord's Supper ?ilone 
in a vacant congregation. Such were some 
of the difficulties which had to be encoun- 
tered by mmisters in more eariy days. Such 
are yet to be met with in some newly erect- 
ed settlements. I can hardly restrain some- 
thing like indignation, when I sometimes 
hear ministers complaining of their poverty 
and difficulties, when the state of tnings is 
so different now from what it once was. 

A very different state of things now pre- 
vails. Koads are made, and making, to all 
parts of our country), travelling is less 
expensive. If tlie mmister be poor he can 
receive money to bear his expenses to the 
place of his destination. Through the la 
bor of tho^ who have gone before^ he can 



immediately locate himself; and through 
missionary aid he can devote himodf wh^Sy 
to the work, without being perplexed about 
the necessary provision for his family. The 
weak Christian gathers strength, and the 
Lord rewards his labors with the salvation 
of souls. By his itinerations, other places 
are prepared for the location of other mis- 
sionaries. 

In this work, the valleys are exalted and. 
^he rough places made smooth. We see the 
wilderness and the soUtary place becoming 
fflad for them, and the desert rejoicing and 
blossoming as the rose. Churches are 
planted, watered, and made to flourish. Col^ 
leges are reared up, and muUitiides are in 
them, preparing for future usefulness ; and 
through the blessing of God on the ministry 
of the word, thousands are bom into the 
kingdom of heaven. The Lotd hath done 
great things for us, whereof wt are glad. 
Surely it becmnes us to render unta htm 
most devout thanksgivings for what he haft 
done, in building up our churches, supply- 
ing them with the means of grace, and m 
disposing our Eastern brethren to aid us in 
this work. 

Those who enjoy the means of graces 
should feel it their duty and privilege to aid 
in this work. The means of grace with 
which they are favored often rejoice tb^ 
heart, and they are enabled to press on their 
way towards the kingdom of beayen. Their 
children are kept from vice through the re^ 
straining influences of the gospel, instruct- 
ed in the way of salvation, and many of 
them converted to Gtod. Let such think of 
those who are entirely destitute, who are 
ready to hang their harps on the willows of 
these western waters, when th^ think of 
the privile^ of Zion, which they once en- 
joyed—their children growing up without 
the means of grace; no Sabbath schools ; 
no bible classes ; no prajrer meeting^s. Their 
hearts almost bleed within them when they 
see the dangers and temptations to which 
their children are exposed. Months, some- 
times years^ pass without a single sermoa 
from one of their own denomination. Nay 
I met with one, almost three score and ten, 
who had nH heard a Presbyterian sermon 
from the time she was about twelve years old, 
and yet her preference for Presbyterian seT" 
mons seemed to continue. Let those who 
are highly favored, think of the blessed pri- 
vileges which they enjoy, and the destitute 
condition of their brethren in Christ, who 
are sighing for themselres, and for their 
children^ and for their neighbors. 

But this is not the worst part of the imo 
ture. I have seen a number who were once 
members of churches, and who still claimed 
to be Christians, being rei]|K>Yed into places 
-destitute of a preach^ gospel, become care- 
less, lukowiinn, and worldly mioded» ^eir 
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children growing Up thoughtless, uncon- 
cerned, and wic^. These children, per- 
haps, would have been saved if they had 
been under a preached gospel ; but, instead 
of this, some of them became ringleaders in 
vice. Surely such are in a more lamenta- 
ble condition, and more to be pitied, than 
those who are sighing and praying for the 
means of grace. Besides, there are multi- 
tudes in almost every part of our country, 
"Who are destitute of a preached gospel, and 
great efforts must be made before all these 
will be brought under its influence. There 
are, probably, near 200 vacant congrega^ 
tions in the great West, and hundreds of 
others might be formed, if greater effort were 
made. 



ADDRESS 

Of Rev. F, W. Graves, af AUon, Itt., alike 
UUe Awniversary of the A. H. M. S, on 
the motion to accept and publish, the An- 
rnuU Report. 

Mr. Chairman — I would gladly offer 
many reasons, had I time, why this reso- 
lution should be sustained — but one must 
suffice — and it is founded on the encoura- 
ging facts which are now developing in the 
western valley, touching the opierations of 
your society. I refer particularly to Illi- 
nois. More, it is believed, has been con- 
tributed by the churches i n that state, to 
sustain your Society, within the last ei|;h- 
teen months, than during the entire period 
since the cause of Home Missions had a 
name in America. Two years ago this 
very month, I landed for the first time in 
the village of Alton. It then contained 
about 800 inhabitants. Up to that hour, it 
had been the field of the Home Missionary. 
The Presbyterian church, consisting of 42 
members, now assumed the responsibility 
of sustaining its own ministry. And in 
the short space of one year from that period , 
contributed S5,000 to benevolent objects, 
S800 of which were for Home Missions. I 
east my eye up the Mississippi, 150 miles 
above Alton, and I see another little church 
be^n, nourished, and built up, by oneof your 
missionaries. Less than two years, I be- 
lieve, have passed away, since your aid 
was needed no longer. Last year it con- 
tributed about $500 to your society, and 
to other objects in proportion. 

I look asain, Sir, and stretch my eye 
along the placid waters of the Illinois, for 
about 200 miles, and there is another little 
vine, which has sprung up under the aus- 
pices of your Society. As far as pecuniary 
means are concerned, it now lives alone. 
About two years since, seven or eight men 
ajsnreed to sustain their own minister, and 
within the last eighteen months that 
church has subscribed and contributed about 
$^,000 to benevoleiit purposes. 

VOL. X. 5 



I now turn my eye in aoother ducectioi% 

and find a little farming community of tln^ 
or four hundred inhabitants, and a small 
Presbyterian church. It has been occupied 
by one of your missionaries. Send it now 
a faithful, enterprising man of Qod, and 
they will give him $50() a year. 

I look once more, and twelve mile* to- 
wards the " rising sun," I can count up eight 
or ten members of the Presbyterian church. 
Among the number, I can see a young but 
pious physician, who about eighteen months 
since took up his residence in that little vil- 
lage. By a faithful attendance on bis pip- 
fession, iie has secured the confidence an4 
patronage of the surrounding region. And 
if you will send to him a faithml and able 
minister, he will pay one half of his salary. 
Such is the spirit, Sir, that is now being 
awakened in the beautiful land of th« 
prairies. And do you raise the inquiry, 
whether you shall curtail the operations of 
your society 1 or, will you send out a 
circular to the young men under your pat- 
ronage, and tell them that you can at pre- 
sent afford them no further pecuniary aid % 
I trust not. What ! the operations of the 
Home Missionary Society cease 7 Never I 
never 1 Before I left the valley, it was se- 
riously agitated whether Illinois might not 
be able to sustain her own missionaries, 
now 31 in number. And if it be deemecft 
absolutely necessary, I have no doubt 
it could be done. Why, Sir, if the banks 
all fiail, we have land enough. We can 
raise wheat, and potatoes, and com, and we 
can patch our old clothes, and wear them 
another year. Let, then, the report go 
forth—and let there go with it, fervent, be- 
lieving prayer from every Christian heart, 
and the work is done. — N. Y. Evang. 

In connexion with the statements in the 
foregoing Address, we give the following 
facts from the report of our agent in Illinois, 
viz : Within a little more than a year $80,000 
have been subscribed to the funds of Illinois 
College within the bounds of that state $ and 
almost all of this sum is from churches 
which in their infancy were nurtured by the 
fostering care of the American Home Mis- 
sionary Society. " Illinois," says the writer, 
"is vastly indebted to your Society. We 
are resolved on an effort to throw back into 
your treasury for the coming year, a full 
equivalent for what we receive." 



APPEAL FOR PECUNIARY AID TO 
THE A. H. M. S. 

SHALL THS MISSIOXTABIES BS PiUD 1 

Ex&y friend of Missions will at once an- 
swer in the aflarmativc. "Surely," they 
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Witt say, " The laborer is worthy of his hire," 
aad missionaries, as a diiss, are too poor to 
sufibr any diminution or delay, in the pay- 
ment of their small stipend. Their families, 
their credit, and the credit of religion, would 
suffer in the neighborhood where they labor, 
if fhcy should be disappointed in receivhig 
the sums solemnly guaranteed to them, 
through the Ameiican Home Missionary 
Society." 

But unle$8- immediate assistance shall be 
reoeivedy the payment of the drafts of those 
who have gone forth to do the church's work 
among the destitute must be suspended. The 
pressure on the pecuniary interests of the 
community has come down with double 
force upon the cause of benevolence. This 
Society, among others, is seriously embar- 
rassed, and greatly fears that it may be 
under the necesaty of addressing a circular 
to the Missionanes directing them to with- 
hold theur drafts on the treasury, or to draw 
for only a part of the amount due to them. 
Such a measure would cause great distress, 
bnt it can be averted only by prompt contri- 
butions to the funds of the Society. Sub- 
seriptioiis to a lai^ amount whi<:h had been 
relied on for the payments due at this season 
of the year, have been swept away in the 
tide of disaster which has deluged the coun- 
try, lo these circumstances we are con- 
straiaed to inne a general and knportsnate 



appeal— to call upon all who love the cemse 
in which the A. H. M. S. is engaged— all 
who sympathize with the missionaries— all 
who give from principle, rather than from im- 
pulse — who would be- accounted ** friends in 
need"— to help in the present exigency. 

Let the Treasurers of Auxiliary Societies, 
agents and holders of subscription papers 
hasten their collections. Let individuals give 
as God shall enable them, of their abun- 
dance or of thenr penury ; and also take pains 
to gather such smns as they may from thei» 
friends in aid of this cause. Female Socie- 
ties, Praying Circles, Monthly Concerts, and 
other associations, are earnestly requested 
to remember at this tim«, that the daily bread 
of. many hundreds of missionaries and their 
families, is dependent on the speedy supply 
of means to the exhausted Treasury of the 
Society. Prompt remittances of ifums now 
in hand, anre especially requested. And we 
hope that none will withhold their offerings 
because they are sip all. If there be no dr«p3 
there will be no streams; if there be no 
streams there will be na rivera The widows' 
mites have been so generally overlooked 
amid the splendid offerings of the wealthy, 
that we fear they are beginning to be kept 
back. Let us remeniber the gracious com- 
mendation of our Saviour, who declared coa^ 
ceming such, " She hath cast in more tkaa. 
they alL" 



AppeinimefUs by tie Executive Committee of the A. H. M. S.,from April I5tt ^ 

May IbfJi, 1837. 



ItS'ttppoitttfttentSt 

Rev. Wm. /. Wilcox, Hume and MixvHIe, N. Y, 

ll«v.S«nti«l Sessions, Eden, N. Y. 

Rer. Abel Caldwell, Sheldon, N. Y. 

Rev. Abd C. Ward, Mount Morris, N.Y. 

R«v. Z. Eddy, 8beridan,N. Y. 

Rer. Janes H. Hotclikin, Ca«ipb«il, N. Y. 

Rev. Wm. Waith, Burton, N. Y. 

Rev. John H. Smaltz, Ger. Ch„ Trenton, N. J. 

Rmr. L. R. Lookwoodi to go to Michigan. 

Rev. Geo. T. Todd, Gilead Ch., Putnam Co., N. Y. 

Rev. Jeremiah Wood, Mayfleld, Montgomery Co., 

N.Y. 
Rev. Festns Hanks, Parkersburg, Va. 
Rev. Greo. Hornell, White Lake and MiTford, Mich. 
Rev. J. M. Davis, FaimoHBty (Phil.) 
Rer. J. M. Bear,Marpla, Pa. 
Km, S. Haight, Columbus, N^ J. 
Rer. J. M. Wheelook, Greoocastle, Ind. 
Rev.Enoch Kingstrary,Eugene and Covington, Ind. 
Rev, H»^ Barr, C^rrdton, III. 
Rev. Jofiah PvtiBgton, Drummondsville, U. C 



iRev. James Robertson, Sberbrooke and L ennox- 

ville,L,C. 
Rev. Anson Hubbard, Round Prairie and Shilolv 
Prairie, HI. 

Not in Commission last year. 

Rev. Geo. Coan, Alden, N^ Y. 

Rev, Richard De Forrest, North Rochester, N. Y. 

Rev. Reuben Willoughby .Chester, W. Mariah and 
Schroon, N.Y. 

Rev. Marcus Harrison, Albion, Mich. 

Rev. Robert Blake, Coilinsville and Mariae Settle- 
ment, III. 

Rev. Franklin B. McElroy, Missouri. 

Rev. James M. E. Inskeep, do. 

Rev. Isaac E. Heaton, to go to Illinois. 

Nete^-ln the liaC of appointoMBts fyr Mai«k 
last, we published the nasie of Rev. R. JIM?arte«i. 
p. D. He does not accept the appointment, ana 
requests us to say, that the application in view of 
which it was made, was uaauthorized by him. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1837] 



THE HOME MISSIONARY* 



The Treasurer of the American Home Missionary Society acknowledges ike rteeipiof 
the foUotving sums^ from April Ibih to May 15^A, 1837, including the yearly receipis of 
several Auxiliary Societies not before acknowledged. 



MAINE— 

Missionacy Society, receipts for the 
year, 
NEW-HABfTSHlRE^ 

Missionary Society, receipts for the 
year. 

Rev. H. G. Ludlow, in part to const. 
Mrs. Ludlow a L. M., 
VERMONT— 

Missionary Society, receipts for the 
year, 

Bo. by Rev. Ira In; raham, i 
JIA3SACHUSETTS— 

Missionary Society, receipts for the 
year, 

▲ahfieM, Mr. and Mrs. White, in sup- 
port of a Missionary at the West, 

Mtlford, Rev. Mr. Long's Society, 

Plymouth, Rev. Mr. Boutelle's Socie- 
ty, to const Mn. M. E. Boutelle a 
L.M., 3(); Robinson Cbureh, 28, 

Saxonville, to const. Rev. Corban 
Kidder a L. M., 

Stockbridgc, a Lady, by Rev. T. S. 
Clark, 

Westborougb, Ladie^f^ H. Bf. S., 

Westminster and Gardner Miss. Soc., 
RHODE ISLAND— 

Barringtoo, Ladies' Benev. Association, 
by Mrs. Mary Tiffany, Tr., 
CONNECTICUT— 

Missionary Society, receipts for the 
year, 

Fairfield, West District, viz : North 
Greenwich Cong'L Ch. and Soc. by 
Rev. C. Wilcox, 

Fairfield, First Cong'L Ch. and Soc 
by S. A. Nichols, 

Chatham, by Rev. Mr. Talcott, 

Essex, Ladies' Indus. Soc. Mrs. E. W. 
Pratt, Tr., 

Greenwich, Second Cong'L Ch. and 
Soc., by E. Hosted, 

Monroe, Cong'L Ch., 10 46 ; Friend S, 

New-Haven, WestConsociation, viz : 
Bethany, 

Derby, First Society, 
Uamden, East Plains, 
Middlebury, Benev. Society, 
Naugatttc, Salem Bridge, 
Woodbridge, Cong'L Society, 

Saybrook, Fem. H. M. Soc., by Miss S. 
J.Hotchkiss,Tr., 

Stratford, Cong'L Ch., 36 63; L. 
Beers, 10 ; 
HEW-YORK— 

Brooklyn, First Ch., 215 56; Second 
Ch., Mrs. Sophia N. trfswis, L. M., 30, 

Butternuts, by Rev. C. Waterbury, 

Castile, by Rev. J. M. Sadd, 

Catskill, a Day, Esq., to const. Henry 
Day Atwater and Walter De For- 
rest Day, Life Members, 60 ; F. HiU, 
L. M., in part, 10 ; Mrs. Ximena 
Penfield, L.M.,30; James Millard 
to const. Martha Jane Millard, and 
Harriet Newell Millard Life Mem- 
bers, 60 ; C. Atwater, 10 ; J. Atwa- 
ter, 10, 

Central Agency at Utica, reeeiptt for 
the year. 



$7198 36 


6638 55 


500 


4339 95 
137 44 


13317 86 


50 00 
15 50 


58 00 


30 00 


10 00 
100 00 
100 00 


306 


4036 23 


52 59 


59 25 
900 


8 00 


99 00 
13 46 


15 00 
42 37 
9 21 
46 50 
17 00 
12 19 


60 00 


46 63 


245 56 
15 00 
500 


180 00 


3095 69 



CbUi, Mrs. Lemuel Brooks, is aid of 

Missions in Fraufeey 3- 00 

Columbus, Cong'L Society, 16 72 

Deposit, Ladies to coast. Rev. JoriuM 

B. Graves a L.M., 3Q OO 

Glenn's Falls, Presb Ch^ 7 33 

Greenville, by Mr«. Polly Know les,. 96| 

R. Soule, 1, 27 00 

Monticello, Preeb. Cb. ColL, fay Mr. 

Adams, 15 00 

New-York City, viz : 
AUen St. Ck., John Niteliie, Bsq., to 

const, his grandson, Henry Martyn 

Cobb, a L. M., 30 00 

BUecker St.' Ck.^ James Roosevelt, 

200; S. Cowdrey, Esq., 40; Mon. 

Con. Coll., by M. Wilbur, 3 70, 243 70 

Central Ch., W. Belden, Jr., 9 OCT 

DMnt St. Ch., J. Otis, lOU; Fem. 

Miss. Soc., Mrs. C. Mulligan, Tr., 

120 ; Sabbath School Mis«. Assoc, 

by W. Mulligan, 294 15; 514 15 

Fourth Free Ch., in full to const. 

Abraham Lent, L. D., by L.Coe, Tr., 9fi 00 
Laight SL Oh., D. Stevens, 3 OO 

Mercer St. Ch., Mon. Con. ColL,by 

L. Holbrook, 11 20 

Second Avenue Oh., 76 25 

Seventh Presh. Ch., by R. Mead, 223 10 

Friend, 8 OQ 

Poudam, Mrs. Putnam, by Rev. C. J. 

Knowles, 10 00 

Richford, ColL, by Rev. D. S« Morse, 1 1 25 

Rye,N.Y.,H.M.S., 2)2 

Shelter Island Miss. Soc, by Rev. R. 

Campbell, 10 00 

Somers Fem. Blis^Soe*, by Mrs.Owejif 9 50 

Union Presb. Ch., by Rev. J. M. Row- 
land, 14 84 
Wappinger's Creek, by Rev. E. Pnce, 13 00 
Yates, by Rev. J, B. Potter, 35 00 
Yorktown, Dr. H. White, 20 00 
Youngstown, Presb. Ch., by Rev. J. 

Elliot, 13 00 

A member of the Presbyterian Chureb 

in aid of Missions in France, 100 00 

NEWJERSEY— 
Bloomfield, a Friend to const. Mrs. 

Mary Sevmour,a L. M., 30 00 

Englishtown, Rev. W. R. 8. Betts, 2 00 

Rahway,T. Morris, 10 00 

South Orange Fresh. Cb., Mob. Con. 

ColL, by Rev. H. DooHttle, 5 00 

Troy Fem. Society, by Rev. J. Ford, 5 07 

PENNSYLVANIA— 
Allentown Presb. Ch., Mon. Con. ColL. 25 00 
Bethany Presb. Ch., Mob. Con. Coll., ( 00 

Carbondale Presb. Ch., by L.G.Ensfga, 96 27 
Darlingsville, Miss Darting, by Rev, 

J. M. Babbitt. 8 00 

Harrisburlr, bat. of ColL, 8 00 

Honesdale, Isaac P, Foster, L. M., iti 

full, 15 00 

Kensington, Presb. Ch.. ColL, 9f^ 40 ; 

Miss. Soc, 20, 5(1 40 

Meadville, f^ 00 

Philadelphia, viz : 
First Preeb. CA., sub. iQ part, 696 59, 

Ladies, 216 25 ; Coll. in part, »», 868 25 
Hev. Q. Dufielffe Ch., bal. of sub., 

105; Ladies, 45 50; Mon, C{m. 

ColL, 74 83, fi^ 3S 
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Pliilad«Iphift— 

Fifth Pretb, Ch., Hon. Con. CoIL, 73 79 

For mpply of pulpit, by Af eut, 5 00 

Jasper Corninf, 50 ; Mose« Jobusoo, 
i&] J. C. DoDoell, 5; C. M'lutyre, 
50 ; W. Sarreant, 5, 135 00 

Pike Presb. Ch., Mon. Con. Coll., by 

Rev. J. M. Babbitt, 10 00 

Reading Pretb. Ch., Mod. Con. Coll., 

97 S5 } Hon. Wm. Darling, 50 ; 147 35 

WUkesbarre, W. C. Gilderaleere. 100 00 

Womeladorf, Presb.Ch., Mou. Con. 
Coll., 37 43 

DELAWARE— 
Christiana, Presb. Ch., Hon. Con. Coll., 50 00 
Pencader, MoQ. Con. Coll., 7 05 

8U George's Presb. Cb., bal. of ColU 30 00 

MARYLAND— 

Elkton, Presb. Oh. Coll., 31 75 

OHIO- 
Centnd Committee for the West, S584 84 

Mariettar£pl''«>iB^i*'^i'T 5 00 

ILLINOIS— 

Rev. Isaac E. Heaton, L. M., 30 00 

WISCONSIN TERRI'1X>RY-. 
Milwaukie, Mon. Con. ColL, by S. 

Hinmao, 10 00 

UPPER CANADA— \ 
Drummondsville, by Rev. J. Parting- 

ton, 30 00 

Friend, 1 00 

HOME MISSIONARY, 80 83 



$47306 10 
KNOWLES TAYLOR, Treasurer. 

JUetfytt of ike Central Agency at Utica, N, K, 
Jrom Marehfnth toJpraiStk, 1837. 

10 44 
25 00 
80 00 



Chenango Forks, by Rev. J. Woodruff, 
Cincinnatus, by Dr. Bf ung er, 
Coventryville, by Rev. £. Whitney, 
Hartwick, Presb. Soc, by Rev. J. B. 

Fish, 
Homer, Presb. Soc, by Dr. Hunger, 
Peterboro*, G. Smith, Esq., sem. an. 

sub. 
Vtica, First Ch., S. Stocking, to const 

Rev. John W. Fowler a L. D., 



35 00 

7J 38 

100 00 

100 00 

$35113 

MBuifU €f the Western Agency at Geneva^ N. T., 
from Fehmarf 13a to March l^th, 1837. 
Addison, 6 14 

9ath, J.Gould, 5 00 

B ig Flat, by ^ov. Mr. Perry, 35 00 

Biifalo First Ch., Geo. Coit, in full to 
sustain a Missionary, 50; Martin Da- 
ley, 100; H.B. Potter, 50; J. Hay. 
hew, 10 •, a F. Pratt, 10 ; G. Palmer, 
5 ; G. C. Coit, 10 ; W. Brown, 5 ; 
Mrs. I. Kibbe, 5 ; T. Butler, 5 ; L. 
Dunbar, 5 ; D. Burt, 5 ; EL Marvin, 
5; N. Lyman, 5 ; T. Famham, 3 ; 
H.H.Birge,3; H. P.Allen, 3; G. 
E. Clark, 1 ; E. Hand, 1 ; J. G. I^- 
timer, 1 ; H. A. Salisbury, 1 ; E. En- 
siff n, 1 { J, G. Peabody, 1 ; C. H. 
Allen, 1; S. H. Dickie, 1 ; W. R. 
Allen, 1 ; A* Luee. 1 ; S. Sbepard, 
1 1 J. Crane, 1 ; Mrs. A. Northrop, 
1 { others in part, 36 08 ; 915 08 

Pearl St Ch., in part, 30 14 

Free Ch., N. Darrow, IjOO 00 

Ladies' Home Miss. Soc, Mn^ Fam- 
ham, Sec, 83 00 
Canandaigua, a friend to const Rev. 
M. L. R. P. Thompson a L. D., 100 ; 
Mrs. H. B. Hartin, 50 ; Hrs. Spen- 
car Chapin, 50; W. Hubbell,35; 
Jndffa Howell, 10 ; Miss B. Chapin, 



10 ; Henry Chapin, 10 ; T.M. How- 
ell, 10 ; Wm. AnUs, Jr., 8 ; ^rs. An- 
tis, 3 ; R. Antis, 1 ; Abner Antis, 1 ; 
T.Beale, 5; Mr. Brewster, 5; F.S. 
Howe, 1 ; L. Loomis, 50, 

Castletoo, 

Cayuga Bridge, Lorin Willard, in full 
to sustain a Missionary, 

Coldeo, 

Erwin Center, 

Gainesville, Ladies' Soc, 14; Coll., 31, 

Geneva, H. Hardy, 85 ; W. E. SiU, 5, 

Grove and Allen, 

Lockport, B. P. Larned, Esq., 30 ; E. 
Harwood, 30; S. Parsons, Jr., 1; 
Cash, 4 9t>, 

Lyons, Deac. Taft, 15 ; E. F. Smith, 
10; Harvey Gear, 10; others, 563, 

MiUville, 

Mount Morris, Second Church, 

Owego, 

Ripley^ 



889 50 
10 85 

50 00 
400 
303 
45 00 
30 00 
500 



45 96 

40 03 
500 
35 00 
43 7« 
34 00 



$1308 47 

ReceipU of the Westtm Agency^ at Geneva^ N. T^ 
from Apra Wh to May Ut, 1837. 

Albion, Ladies' Soc, 40 00 

Buffalo First Ch., 13 tlO 

Buffalo Pearl St Ch., 16 OU 

Castleton, Ladies, 38 04 ; qthers, 30 56, 48 60 
Cayuga Bridge, Ladies, in full to 

const. Rev. Mr. Adams a L. M., 13 00 

Eden, 5 00 

Fayette, 14 00 
Geneva, Rev. Henry Dwight, 1000; 
C. A. Cook, to const W. D. Cook, 

Esq., of Sodus Bay, a L. M., 100, 1100 00 

Fredouia, 53 13 

Ithaca, 184 85 

Livonia, 15 00 

Lyons, Ladies, 33 80 ; others. 45 68, 79 48 

Mendon, SiO 00 

Horavia, 83 88 

N ewark Valley, Tioga, 40 00 

Ossian, 15 00 

Ovid. 138 00 

Ogden, A. Adams, Esq., 50; others, 7, 57 00 

Pen Yan, Ladies, 44 35 ; others, 58 85, 108 50 

Perry, 85 16 

Pike, Ladies, 8 50 

Portageville, 10 50 

Prattoburgh, 89 35 

Rochester. A. Champion, Esq., 1C03 00 

Sheridan Center, 8 50 

Sheridan, W. C. 18 50 

Stafford, 85 00 

Springwater, 10 00 

Springville, 8 75 

$3053 49 



57.00 
U 14 



10 00 



Z. P. HastiMge^ Eeq.j Detroit^Mieh., acknowleigee 
the receipt of the following sumo. 

Adrian, Presb. Ch., by Dr. Spalding, 

Bronson, Prei>b. Ch., by Hr. Heyden- 
burgh, 

Brownstown, Presb. Ch., by S. T. 
Clark, 

Detroit, H. Hallock, 100 ; B. F. Lam- 
ed, 50; G. H*Kenzie, 3, 

Grand Blanc, Cyrus Baldwin, 

Northville, Presb. Ch., 

Pontiac, Cong'l. Ch.. by S. Beach, 

Troy, Presb. Ch., 6 90 ; H. WaldroB, 
L.H.. 30, 

White Lake, Presb. Ch., 

YpsUaati, Presb. Ch., by Mr. Clark« 

$398 48 



153 00 
15 00 
81 00 

50 57 


35 99 
4 81 
35 00 
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THE GUILT OF INACTION — A TALE OP 

RUM AND BLOOD. 

[Furnished by ■ Putor.] 

" We have been asleep on the sub- 
ject of temperance for a year or more," 
said a minister in giving an account 
of the state of hb people. Perhaps the 
reader may thinkthere was only nega- 
tive evil in such a sleep — it was only 
a sin of omission^ and therefore not 
very guilty. So probably thought the 
church referred ta But, that no^dojng 
is oftentimes the greatest i7/-doing, 
may be clearly seen from the following 
narrative, as well as from a thousand 
other examples. Had that church not 
been " asleep " but wide " awake " 
in its efforts to arrest the progress of 
intemperande, the sad events detailed 
below might have been prevented. 
But we must give the minister's nar- 
rative. 

" We have been asleep on the sub- 
ject of temperance for a year or more. 
Within a few weeks, events, which 
have occurred, have aroused our socie- 
ties. One man, within about three 
miles of our church under the influence 
of rum, stabbed another with intent to 
kill, for he said when he did it — " Now 
I guess I've fixed you." They were 
both intemperate and had quarrelled 
before. He is sentenced to ^Ye years 
IB the penitentiary. This same man 
under the same influence, discharged 
the contents of a gun, through a win- 
dow, into a " heaS board," while his 
neignbor and wife were in bed. About 
four miles in another direction, a 
dxunkard threatened to shoot his wife 
if she went to meeting. She persist- 
ed, and he snapped his ^}m agreeably 
tp his threat, but providentially the 
powder did not igmte. She entered a 
complaint against him, and he was 



lodged in jail. Shortly after, his own 
brother, who is also a drunkard, broke 
int6 his cellar and stole his meat. 
Another drunkard, not three miles 
from our church, went to his son's 
"wood-bee," where they were supplied 
with rum. In the evening he started 
for home, but he staggered down, and 
lay all of one of our coldest nights, and 
was found so badly frozen the next 
day, that it is considered doubtful 
whether he can survive it much lon- 
ger. About three miles in still another 
direction from what I have mentioned 
was a case of arson and murder. There 
was half a gallon of rum procured by 
one of the family that very day. An 
old man, the gardener, was dragged 
out of the flames of the burning house, 
and the skull of the murderer's own 
mother was dug out from among the 
bricks of the chimney the next day. It 
appears that soon after this mother got 
on her bed in the evening, her own 
son set the bed curtains and bedding 
on fire, and when she leaped from the 
bed, he knocked her down with the 
tongs, threw heron the fire, added fuel, 
fired the house in several places, drag- 
ged a bed out of doors, and extended 
himself on it, leaning upon his elbow 
to enjoy the sight. Persons attracted 
there by the fire found him in that po- 
sition. He is now in jail, haunted by 
his mother and the old gardener, 
whenever he closes his eyes. All these 
scenes and many less atrocious, have 
been acted recently." 

THE MISERS. 
fFurnished by a Pastor.] 
That man may latf, bat never Uve»^ 
Who all things aakt bnt nothing gives ; 
Whom none can love, whom none can thank — 
Creation's blot, creation's blank. 

Old Mr. E. and his wife, were al- 
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most the only survivors of those who 
contributed towards the support of the 
gospel here, eleven years ago. They 
both died last December, within two 
weeks of each other, he being 83 years 
old, and she 78. These old people 
contributed thirty dollars per annum, 
towards my support, he twenty dollars, 
and she ten dollars ; for they kept sepa- 
rate purses, till she died. Their es- 
tate amounted to nearly sixty thousand 
dollars. They were united in their 
love of money, and in their efforts to 
obtain it. The term miser character- 
ized them both. They had a delight- 
ful situation on one of our most public 
roads. The farm was rich and pro- 
ductive. They lived in a large two- 
story double house, much of which 
was useless. In front there might 
have been a most beautiful yard, as it 
had two rows of locust trees, adorned 
with trumpet creepers, extending to 
the road, with a noble button-wood, 
spreading its wide branches over a 
large surface, and affording a refresh- 
ing shade in the heat of summer. But 
their fences, and buildings were in de- 
cay, like the owners, witn age and in- 
firmity, and appeared like the proper- 
ty of some poor or intemperate man. 
They lived more meanly than the poor- 
est families. Their dress was mean. 
Their food was mean. They used a 
little, old and broken table, broken 
chairs, and broken dishes, &o. They 
sat cooped up in a dark and filthy 
kitchen, much of the time alone^ be- 
cause tney were too niggardly to pay 
for service, which might render them 
comfortable, or to live in such a way 
OS to induce some of their nieces to re- 
side with them, keep things in order, 
land anticipate their wants. They 
never had a child. When their friend!s 
called to see them, they were not pre- 
pared to invite them to dine, sup or 
lodge. They would treat them with 
apples and cider, but if they declined 
these, there was nothing more they 
could offer. They took delight in tor- 
menting one another. What the old 
man relished, his wife was unwilling 
he should have ; and he would scold 
her for providing what she liked. She 
would lock up in her chest the cheese, 
of which he was extremely fon(L and 
he would bitterly complain of her 



having a fowl occasionally furnished 
for the table. They would sit, and 
taunt, and twit, and tantalize each other 
before strangers, and those whom they 
professed to respect, and still more 
when by themselves. 

•They were very close in their deal- 
ings. Their property was principal- 
ly in money at interest. Eycry penny 
of interest due must be promptly paid 
by the prin<apal, or his surety, or bv a 
sale of the property mortgaged. A iew 
years since, a promising young mas, 
just commencing the practice of medi- 
cine, thinking he eould be more useful 
and successful in hi^ practice at the 
West, wished to obtain one hundred 
dollars of them to provide a small outfit,, 
and meet his travelling expenses. Mr. 
E. would not let him have it without 
some bondsman. He procured a friend's 
name, started on his journey, but died 
before he reachedthe place of his des- 
tination, and his little property was all 
consumed by the strangers among 
whom he died. The prmcipal was 
presented to the old man, with a re- 
quest, that considering the circumstan- 
ces, he should forego the interest. He 
frowned and objected. " Why," it 
was said, " it will be like taking inte- 
rest from the grave !" He sternly re- 
plied — " I must have it ; it is my due. 
I can't live without my interest." 
They would sometimes talk as though 
they were apprehensive of being lodg- 
ed m the poor-house. The writer used 
to read interesting facts to them, and 
tell them about the benevolence of 
others, and how much good such were 
the instruments of accomplishing in 
the world ; and how much they might 
do, if they would but appropriate v\^hat 
God had bestowed on them, for the 
benefit of our little church and congre- 
gation, and for the spread of the gospel 
in the world. He has often endea- 
vored to impress them, with a sense of 
the respect and gratitude, which Would 
follow their memories through time 
and hereafter, and of the approbation 
of God and their own consciences. 
Mrs. E. would profess a deep interest 
in these things, sometimes give a trifle 
and promise to do more at some future 
time ; but her husband never would do 
even this much. I never could obtain 
from him a single lEarthingfor charita-* 
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ble purposes. And he paid, with ^ow- 
ing reluctance, hb annual subscription 
towards the support of the gospel here. 
If the trustees proposed to him to in- 
crease his suoscription, he would 
shake his head, and appear ofifended, 
and declare he never would. " Why," 
he would say, " my meeting did'nt 
use to.cost me but 10*. a year, and now 
1 have to pay twenty dollars." And 
sometimes he would talk as though he 
was inclined to resume his former con- 
^ nection with the Society of Friends, 
' Ibr the sake of saving himself from so 
much importunity. 

They both appeared perfectly satis- 
fied with their religious state and pros- 
pects. Once he was much displeased 
when I plainly intimated that he could 
not be a Christian. ** How do you 
know that I am not a Christian ?" he in- 
quired in an angry tone, his face red- 
dening. I replied — " the Scriptures 
inform us — ^ By their fruits ye shall 
know them,' &c,," and endeavored 
meekly to contrast his spirit and con- 
duct, with the spirit and conduct of be- 
lievers, as presented in the word of 
God. Mrs. E. would sometimes talk 
like a saint, — would even come to vi- 
sions and intercourse with angels, and 
seemed to rely more on these than on 
any scriptural evidence of piety. She 
never seemed to relish inquiry or re- 
mark as to personal, experimental re- 
ligion. She had a peculiar faculty of 
turning off all disagreeable conversa- 
tion ; if nothing else would do, she 
would commence some intolerably 
long story, which would consume the 
time. She always seemed to take it 
for granted, that she should outlive the 
" old man." And while he was sick 
with the disease, from which he never 
recovered, she told him, in a sneering 
manner, only the week before she died, 
" If you want your relations to attend 
your funeral,, you must write a note be- 
fore you die, tor I sha'nt invite them." 
And she told her niece, (who, with her 
husband, had just before moved into 
their house, to take care of the old 
people this winter,) she wanted her to 
go to the store and get her some kind 
of a mourning dress, to prepare for the 
funeral. She was taken sick with the 
same complaint, Dec. 4th, and died 
Dec. 7th, to all human appearance, as 



she had lived. He followed her fKom 
this world, Dec. 20th. While he lay 
a corpse in the house, her relations 
began to dispute about the property, 
and began a scene of accusation and 
alienation, which brings diificulty even 
into the church. And while the peo- 
ple were assembling at her funeral, it 
IS said he reminded his agent of a debt 
due from one of the relations, who was 
expected to be there, and asked him — 
" Have you put that down on the 
slate?" implying that he had also 
mentioned other pecuniary matters. 
The' text at her funeral, was John 3 : 
3. " Except a man be born again, &c.," 
At his, Luke 12:21. " So is he that 
layeth up treasure for himself, and is 
not rich toward God." Their proper- 
ty was chiefly given to five of her 
jjiieces. Nothing in their will was left 
for the cause of religion. Nothing was 
said, by either of them, respecting pre- 
paration for death, or seeing their min- 
ister, or a Christian neighbor, or friend, 
or having prayer offered. I did how- 
ever, see and converse, and pray with 
him, in his sickness, but not with her. 
I knew not that she had been sick, 
till invited to her funeral. And oh, 
what funerals were both! None pre- 
sent had lost a beloved relative, or a 
kind benefactor, or a venerated friend. 
They were "dry-eyed," tearless fune- 
rals. Their wills were regarded as 
to the funeral ceremonies, their coffin* 
and their graves — ^gladly complied 
with, by those who wished to shake 
their purses and occupy their places. 
Thus they were united in their prin- 
ciples and motives in life, and in their 
death not much divided. And what 
can give them pleasure in the worid 
of spirits 1 

THE ENn OP A CHILn LEFT TO HIMSELF. 
[Furnished by a Missionary.] 

On the 13th of March, a youth 
of about fourteen, died very suddenly 
and under the most painml and dis- 
tressing circumstances. His parents 
were of the number of those who have 
no fear of God before their ejes ; and 
of course, instead of bringing their 
children to the sanctuarvj to receive 
religious instruction, suffer them to 
spend this holy day in sports and 
amus<8mpnts. The day previau3 to 
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his death, the youth, who is the sub- 
ject of these remarks, with some others, 
instead of repairing to the house of 
God, to spend the holy Sabbath in the 
worship of God, and listening to the 
word of life, repaired to a sugar-camp, 
and there spent the day in sports and 
amusements. It was remarked that 
this youth, in particular, was unusual- 
ly rude and playful. Although the 
day was rainy and cold, he remained 
in the camp till considerably late in the 
evening, when feeling somewhat ill, he 
went home. He said nothing to the fa- 
mily respecting his illness, till the next 
morning, when he complained of pain 
in the side. A physician was imme- 
diately called. But God had smitten 
him, and notwithstanding all the ef- 
forts to arrest his disease, he Sunk 
away, and died a little atter sunset. 
Thus suddenly and with but a mo- 
ment's warning, he was cut off from 
the earth, and carried to his long home. 
On the Sabbath, sporting and carous- 
ing ; on Monday evening, in eternity ! 
Had this promising youth been in tne 
sanctuary, instead of in the woods on 
that sacred day^ who knows but that 
he might have lived and proved a last- 
ing blessing to his friends and the 
world ? But by spending God's con- 
secrated day in sports and amusement, 
he hurried himself out of the world, 
and, there is reason to fear, was launch- 
ed into eternity wholly unprepared. 
Will not parents take warning, and 
bring their children to the house of 
God, instead of suffering them to spend 
their Sabbaths in sports and amuse- 
ment ? And will not youth learn that 
there is danger of sudden destruction, 
if they profane the Lord's day. 



GLEANINGS FROM THE SEVENTEENTH 

CENTURY. 

NO. III. 

77i6 revival at the Kirk of ScTiotts, 
in June, 1630. 
Memorials of this remarkable work 
of God have come down to us through 
various channels, so that the principal 
facts attending that gracious out-pour- 
ing of the Spirit, are somewhat fami- 
liar to those who have studied the 
history of the Church's progress. But 
the compiler has recently met with 



some circumstances in reference to 
this revival, which, it is believed, are 
not so well known ; and therefore they 
are here placed on record, lest they 
should be lost iii the lapse of time. 

How there came to be stich a gather^ 
ing of people. 

The following tacts appear to be 
well attested, as to the occasion of 
such an uncommon gathering of pious 
people, and their getting the assistance 
of several of the ministers whq were 
most esteemed at that time. As the 
Kirk of Schotts lies on the road from 
the West to Edinburgh, and is at a 
good distance from any convenient 
place of entertainment ; some ladies 
of rank who had occasion to pass that 
wajj met, at different times, with ci- 
vilities from the minister, Mr- Joh» 
Hance, at his house. Particularly 
once, when through some misfortune 
befalling their coach, or chariot, they 
were obliged to pass a night in the 
minister's nouse ; they observed, that 
besides its incommodious situation, it 
much needed to be repaired. They 
therefore used their interest to get a 
more convenient house built for the 
minister, in another place. After re- 
ceiving so substantial favors, the min- 
ister waited on the ladies, and expres- 
sed his desiretoknow if any thing wag 
in his power, that might testily his 
gratitude to them. They answered, 
it would be very obliging to them, if 
he would invite to assist at his com- 
munion, certain ministers whom they 
named, who were eminently instru- 
mental in promoting practical religion. 
The report of this spreading far and 
near, multitudes of persons of differ- 
ent ranks attended there, so that for 
several days before the sacrament, 
there was much time spent in social 
prayer. 

It was not usual, it seems, in those 
times, to have any sermon on the 
Monday after dispensing the Lord's 
Supper. But while their hearts were 
warm with the love of God, some ex- 
pressing their desire of a sermon on 
Monday, were joined by others, 
and in a little time the desire became 
very general. 

[In a future number, some account of 
the sermon, and other particulars at- 
tending this revival, will be given.] 
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AN APPEAL TO THE FRIENDS OF HOME MISSIONS 

IN VIEW OP THE PECUNIARY EMBARRASSMENT OP THE COUNTRY, AND THE 

INTERFERENCE OP ECCLESIASTICAL BODIES WITH THE LIBERTY 

OP VOLUNTARY SOCIETIES. 



We have never felt called on until now, 
as Editors of the " Home Missionary," to 
take any part in the controversy which has 
been waged against voluntary societies in 
the Presbyterian Church. A deep and thrill- 
ing interest in the subject we have, of 
course, felt, and have watched with concern 
and solicitude the progress of the discus- 
sions which have been raised in the several 
party papers and periodicals. Few topics 
has been so rife as this in these publications, 
and on no other subject, perhaps, has there 
been a greater amount of misrepresentation 
and baseless rumor spread before the pub- 
lic. It has been painful also to witness, for 
several years past, the organized and per- 
severing efforts of the opposers of volunta- 
ry societies, to impede their progress and 
embarrass their operations. This opposi- 
tion has been urged on the ground that 
these Societies are neither directly dependent 
on, nor responsible to, the courts of the 
church, as such j and it first became the ral- 
lying point of a violent and agitating party, 
about three years ago, when certain mem- 
bers of the minority of the General Assem- 
bly of 1834, with others, issued a document 
which they denominated their solemn " Act 
and Testimony" against certain alleged er- 
rors and irregularities in the Presbyterian 
church. Among these was the existence 
and operation within our bounds of several 

VOL X. 6 



voluntary societies, particularly the Home 
Missionary and Education Societiet. From 
that time the signers of the Act and Testi- 
mony became an organized party in the 
church, pledged to each other to resist the 
operations of the above societies, and to di- 
vert the patronage of their friends, as far 
as possible, to the support of Boards direct- 
ly dependent on ecclesiastical courts. For 
this and kindred purposes, the " Pittsburgh 
convention" was assembled in 1835, imme- 
diately preceding the General Assembly 
of that year, which, by tlie combined influ- 
ence of the members of the convention, 
was induced to pass resolutions of decided 
censure upon the above societies, though 
with the avowal that it was then regarded 
inexpedient for the Assembly to attempt to 
prevent their operations. At the same meet- 
ing of the Assembly, and through the influ- 
ence of the same organized party, a plan wa« 
matured to divert the Presbyterian Church 
from its pledged support of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions, and make it the duty of her members 
to sustain a Foreign Missionary Board to 
be constituted by the General Assembly, 
and under its control. The General As- 
sembly of 1836, however, a majority of 
whose members were friends of voluntary 
societies, and opposed to the measures and 
objects of the Pittsburgh Contention, re- 
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fused to appoint the proposed Board ; and | 
the intended commitment of the work of Fo- 
reign Missions to the control of the General 
Assembly, was for a time prevented. But 
the minority of that Assembly immediate- 
ly organized themselves to resist the influ- 
ence of its decisions. They chose a com- 
mittee for the purpose, and immediately 
commenced a system of private correspon- 
dence, and of public communications 
through the vehicles of the party, by which 
they violently assailed the societies in ques- 
tion^^led the public mind with groundless 
rumors against them, induced several Pres- 
byteries cmd Synods to pass resolutions un- 
friendly to their operations, and finally suc- 
ceeded in rallying their friends to meet in 
another convention, in Philadelphia, im- 
itiediately preceding the Greneral Assembly 
of 1837, whose sessions have recently 
closed. This last Assembly, controlled as 
it was by the party which had been organ- 
, ized in the convention, has passed a se- 
ries of aas of the most extraordinary cha- 
racter, which have dismembered the body 
ecclesiastical, and have thrown the presby- 
teries and churches under its care into con- 
fusion. Among these unconstitutional, re- 
volutionary, and oppressive acts, are : 

1. The abrogation of the " Plan of Union 
between Presbyterians and Congregalion- 
dlists in the New Settlements" adopted by 
the General Assembly and the General As- 
sociation of Connecticut, in 1801. 

2. The several resolutions, by which four 
Synods are declared to be no longer a part 
of the Presbyterian Church, and one Pres- 
bytery is pronounced to be dissolved, em- 
bracing in all about 550 ministers, and 
about 70,000 communicants. 

3. The folk>wing resolution in regard to 
voluntary societies, viz : 

Resolved, While we desire that no body 
of Christian men, of other denominations, 
should be prevented fromchoosing their own 
]^BOs of doing good, and while we claim 
no light U> complain, should they exceed us 
in energy and zeal, we believe that facts 
too familiar to need repetition here, warrant 
OS in affinnin&r that the organization and 
•Derations of the so-called American Home 
Missionary Society, and American Elduca- 
tion Society, and its branches of whatever 
name, are exceedingly injurious to the peace 



and purity of the Presbyterian Church. 
We recommend accordingly that they 
cease to operate within any of our 
churches. 

This last resolution being aimed especi- 
ally against the Home Missionary Society, 
and its sister institution the American Edu- 
cation Society, has rendered it incumbent 
on us as the conductors of a periodical de- 
voted to the cause of Home Missions, so 
fhr to depart from our usage as to transfer 
it to our pages. And we have thought it 
proper to give, in connexion with it, the 
preceding brief recital of the several stqpa 
by which a party organization in the Pres- 
byterian Church, unknown to the constitu- 
tion, has at length obtained an influence in 
its highest judicatory sufReiently controlling 
to force a majority of its members to deci- 
sions so extraordinary and revolutionary. 

Our object, in publishing the above reso- 
lution, is not to interfere with the ecclesias- 
tical action of the General Assembly, or any 
other judiciary of the chiuch; for with 
these, as oflicers of the Home Missionary 
Society, we have nothing to do, excepting 
ta see to it, as we have ever done, that our 
operations are in accordance with the legi- 
timate control of the several denominations 
whom it is our privilege to serve in the 
support of a duly authorized and accredited 
ministry. Nor is it our wish to infuse into 
our readers the spirit of ecclesiastical con- 
troversy. But since the Society and its 
friends, as well as the numerous churches 
and ministers which are dependent on its 
aid, have been assailed by the action of the 
General Assembly, we think it due to our- 
selves and the friends of the cause in our 
own and other countries, to publish the facts 
I in the case, and to call their attention to the 
necessities and claims of an institution, so 
extended and useful, in view of the unrea- 
sonable opposition which it is now called to 
encounter. For this purpose, and to show 
that the Society has warm and decided 
friends, as well as violent opposers, among 
the representatives of the churches compos- 
ing the late Assembly, we insert the follow- 
ing Protest of the minority of that body, 
which was entered on the minutes, accord- 
ing to the provisions of the constitution. 
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PROTEST. 



Of the Mmerihf against the €xchui4t% of 

the American Home MissioTiary and 

Educaiion Societies. 

The undersigned, members of the Gene- 
ral Assembly, deem it their duty respect- 
fully to protest against a decision of the As- 
sembly of June 2d, relating to the American 
Home Missionary Society, and American 
Education Society, and for the following 
reasons : 

1. Por many years these Societies have 
existed and operated in our churches^ under 
the sanction 0} the Assembly, Fostered by 
our judicatories and members in every quar- 
ter» they have grown steadily from the 
weakness of infancy to the size and vigor 
of manhood. They have fixed themselves 
in the confidence and affections of a great 
multitude, and become most extensively or- 
gans of action in two great departments of 
Christian benevolence. We think the As- 
sembly, to bejustified in now assuming an 
attitude of open hostility, ought to have very 
weighty reasons ; and we do not believe 
that any such reasons exist. That these 
Societies are cornipt, either in principle or 
management, so as to endanger the Presby- 
terian Church, there has not in our iudg- 
ment been produced the shadow of evidence. 
On the other hand, we believe their designs 
to be pure, their management 'wise, and their 
infi^uence immensely good in enlarging our 
church, and strengthening the cause of truth 
and holiness ; and that tnerefore their ope- 
rations ought to receive the continued en- 
couragement of this Assembly. 

S. Said decision is regarded as interfer- 
ing with the right of every individual in 
our church to adopt his own toay of doing 
good. We know it docs not stand in the 
&nn of positive prohibition. It is, never- 
theless, an expression of decided disappro- 
bation. And it will be understood by many, 
we doubt not, as more than intimatmg, that 
'for any inferior judicatories, ministers, el- 
ders^ or private members to encourage those 
Soeieties, will be an ecclesiastical offence. 
And multitudes must either lie under odium 
in view of a portion of the church, or aban- 
don two of the mostim])ortant enterprises of 
the ftge^orelse aid them in a form which does 
not accord with their choice and their deli- 
berate convictions of duty. We regard the 
resolution as oppressive. We claim it as 
the right of every judicatory, officer, and 
private individual in the church, to select 
objects of benevolence, and to determine the 
channel in which that benevolence shall flow. 
And we solemnly protest against any act 
of the Assembly whose influence must go 
to abridge that liberty. And such, we 
think, must be seen to be the act referred to. 



cause of its injurious bearing o\ 
tude of ministers^ churches^ and 3 



on a \ 
young m4n 
preparing for the sacred office. More thftn 
400 ambassadors of Christ within our 
bounds, depend on one of these Socijcties 
for a part of their support. Many more 
than this number of churches depend on 
the same Society for the stated oroinances 
of the Gospel. And scores of youth, strug- 
gling for the ministry of reconciliation, are 
looking to the other Society for the means 
of going forward. It is the tendency, and 
may be the effect of this resolution^ to 
keep back youth of promise from the holy 
oflice, to divert the ministry from its pro- 
per woric and push it into secular occupa- 
tions for the means of living, to break up 
pastoral relations, and take the bread of lite 
from many an infant church in the new 
settlements of our country. Wethinkitcan- 
not, with any propriety, be said, that these 
ministers, mid churches, and young men, 
may look to otlier sources for aid. What 
security is there, that th6*necessary aid will 
be afforded 1 and if afforded, that it wouki 
come from a source^ and in a way equally 
grateful to their feelings 1 

4. We protest against the resolution, as 
adapted to embarrass two of the ereatest 
enterprises of the age and world. A piout 
and able mmistry is vital to the existence 
of our country, and the salvation of the hu- 
man race. To provide such a ministry for 
our land, and the whole earth, is the aim of 
these institutions. In prosecution of this 
aim, they have already accomplished much. 
Many oi the brightest lights of the church, 
at home and abroad, and many of its bright- 
est triumphs, are fi-uits of their labors. If 
unobstructed in their operations, they must 
rapidly advance in efficiency : and, in our 
judgment, they promise infinite WessinM 
to the nation, and to all mankindL W« 
think that institutions of such generous aim 
and such achievements, and at such a time 
as this, ought to have some very great and 
obvious imperfection, in organization or 
management, to justify any act calculated 
to impair public confidence^ and eripple 
their efforts, and limit their usefulness. 
Such imperfections in these Societies we 
cannot discern. And while our okler as 
well as new settlements, are filled with feeble 
churches and wide moral wastes, and whole 
empires are sunk in pagan abominations 
and hopelessness; we cannot look at the 
late action of the Assembly, touching theae 
institutions, without deep pain, nor suffer it 
to pass without kind, but deckled remon- 
strance. 

5. We protest against the resolution re- 
ferred to, because founded^ as we believe^ on 
misapprehesion as to the responsibility qf 
said Societies. Their funds are all the f 



3rWe protest against the decision, be- willofferings of the Christian public. Their 
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officers arc all elected annually by the mem- 
bers of the Societies. Their operations are 
all subject to the strictest review. Their 
beneficiaries, before admitted to patronage, 
are examined and recommended by com- 
mittees entitled to confidence and scattered 
all over the land. Their ministers in the 
field are members of our ecclesiastical bo- 
dies, or of others in correspondence with 
us, by the very terms of their appointment, 
giving all the security for sound orthodoxy 
and ecclesiastical orcfer which the constitu- 
tion of the church affords. And we cannot 
discern any possible hazard arisins-from 
lack of responsibility. Indeed, we believe 
that in ail respects the responsibility is 
equally perfect with that of the two Boards 
of the Assembly, and much more direct and 
unembarrassed ; and at the same time all 
history lifts its voice against a concentra- 
tion of pecuniary power in ecclesiastical 
judicatones or church courts where it 
must of necessity rest with a few, and the res- 
ponsibility and incidental influence of the 
officers be great. But in this land of intel- 
li^nce and wakeful jealousy as to civil and 
religious rights, there can, in our judgment, 
be no reasonable apprehension from these 
institutions. 

For these reasons, we think the act refer- 
red to, not only unnecessary, injurious and 
unjust, so far as relates to the institutions 
concerned^ but a permanent reproach to the 
Presbyterian church, in view of {other 
churches in our own country, and through- 
out the world. And, therefore, we desire 
to record on the minutes of the Assembly 
our solemn protest against it. 

June Uh, 1837. 

This Protest was signed by the follow- 
ing ministers and elders, members of the 
Assembly, 83 in number, who, considering 
the number who had been violently exclu- 
ded from their seats by a previous vote, con- 
stituted a large minority of the Assembly, 
Tiz: 

Baxter Dickinson, P. A. M'Corkle, 
J. W. M'CuUough, Ephrahn Cutler, 
E. Seymour, John M'Sween, 

N. S. S. Beman, Dewey Whitney, 

John L. Grant, Edwin Holt, 

Absalom Peters, Enoch Kingsbury, 

Thomas M'Auley, Calvin Butler, 
John P. Cleaveland, Bliss Bumap, 
E. W. Gilbert, T. D. Southworth, 

Robert Stuart, D. O, Griswold, 

Philip C, Hay, David Porter, 

George Duffidd, Jona. Cone, 

Timothy Stillman, Z. Whittlesey, 
John B. Richardson, Marcus Smith, 



S. W. May, Horace Hunt, 

James J. Ostrom, Wm. B. Stow, 

R.Campbell, Ira Pettibone, 

E. Cheever, Ammi Doubleday, 

Obadiah Woodruff, William Roy, 
Adam Miller, Thos.Lounsbury, 

Wm. Jessup, John Gridley, 

Jas. R. Gibson, Abner HoUister, 

Daniel Sayre, W. Thatcher, 

Ambrose White, H. S. Wallbridge, 

Wilfred Hall, Silas West, 

Jacob Paris, J. M. Rowland, 

Alex. Campbell, Geo. E. Delavan, 

John S. Martin, Fayette Shipperd, 

Ira M. Wead, E. M. Gregory, 

Samuel Reed, Geo. Spalding, 

Bennet Roberts, Sol. Stevens, 

P. W. Warriner, Henry Brewster, 

B. Dolbear, Merrit Harmon, 

Horace Bushnell, Felix Tracy, 

S. Benjamin, J. B. Preston, 

Burr Bradley, J.M.Cunningham, 

Nathaniel C. Clark, John Crawford, 
Nahum Gould, James Crirnahan, 

Fred. W. Graves, John Leonard, 

Wm. C. Wisner, Jacob Gideon, 

Geo. Painter, J. W. Philips. 

Thomas Brown. 

The above minority of the Assembly 
having endeavored to discbarge their duty 
in that body, by recording on its minutes 
the above and other protests against the se- 
veral unlawful and oppressive decisions of 
the majority, felt that they had still a duty 
to perform to their constituents, and the 
christian public at large, in the present exi- 
gencies of the church. At the suggestion 
of many friends, they accordingly held a 
public meeting, on the day after the disso- 
lution of the Greneral Assembly, in the First 
Presbyterian church in Philadelphia, at 
which a large number of citizens and visit- 
ers from different parts of the country at- 
tended. It was an occasion of deep and hu- 
miliating interest to the representatives of 
that portion of the church which had been 
oppressed and injured by the decisions of 
the late Assembly. Their addresses to the 
throne of grace were fervent, exhibiting a 
subdued and submissive feeling of depend- 
ence on Grod, while their expressions of sen- 
timent, and of their views of the duty of the 
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churches, and of the friends of the cause of' 
christian beneVolence, under the wrongs 
they were called to suffer, were firm and 
decided. A brief manifesto to the churches ' 
was read, a series of resolutions adopted, 
and several addresses made, most of which 
have already found their way before the] 
public through other channels. Among 
these the following resolution, with the ad- 
dress of Mr. Cleaveland, in support of it, 
seems especially adapted to the object of our ! 
present publication, viz : i 

10. That the American Home Missionary ' 
and American £klucation Societies, on ac- 
count of their unimpeached and unimpeach- 
able characters and incalculable usefiilness, , 
as well as the great and increasing need of 
their continued operations, are worthy of the 
confidence and support of all American 
Christians, and especially of American Pres- 1 
byterians. 

On moving this resolution the Rev. J. P, 
Cleaveland, of Detroit, addressed the meet- 
ing as follows : 

♦He said hecould fully join in the opening 
remark of the beloved brother, Dr. Peters, " 
who had just taken his seat. The history 
of the last three or four weeks, when look- 
ing back upon it from this moment of par- 
tial respite, seemed to him like a dream. 
He could hardly trust to the veracity of his 
own recollection. He could scarce bring 
himself to believe that he had seen ministers 
. of Jesus Christ, both old and young, and 
ordained elders of the Christian church, 
arrayed as if under hostile banners and 
pushing measures, marked with every fea- 
ture of violence, to the very extreme of 
their consummation ; vet so it was. And now 
there remained to the few oppressed bre- 
thren here assembled, before they took their 
adieu of the city, the painful task of cast- 
ing their eyes over the broken and scat- ! 
tered fragments of the wreck which had ' 
been made. While gazing on such a spec- 
tacle, he felt as if he could express his feel- 
ings in the trite but beautiful language of 
Cowper, and sigh " for a lodge in some vast 
wilderness, some boundless contiguity of 
shade," where the tidings of the dissensions 
of brethren, of ecclesiastical quarrels, and 
the attempted dissolution of so large a por- 
tion of the Christian church, might never 
reach him more. And he hoped in a few 
days to reach just such a retirement, in 
his own Michigan. In the mean while, 
they had called together their brethren and 
sisters present, that they might unbosom 
all the purposes of their hearts, receive the 
balm of Christian sympathy, and gather 
up some courage and strength to meet the 

* Reportod for the New-York Observer. 



conflicts of the year which was now open- 
ing upon them. 

The resolution he had offered took two 
grounds, on which the Societies alluded to 
were entitled to confidence. The one was 
the un impeached charatter of those Societes, 
and the other referred to the exigencies of 
the church and of the world, at the present 
moment. And one reason why it was be- 
lieved that these Societies had a special 
claim on the prayers and charities of the 
churches, was found in the fact that the at- 
tack recently made upon them in the Gene- 
ral Assembly, must, of necessity, exert for 
a time more or less of an injurious influence 
on their growth and eificiency. There 
were in the church multitudes of upright 
and true hearted men, who could not be 
brought to believe that the men who had 
done this thing, could have made an un- 
warrantable onset on two institutions, 
which presented before the world some of 
the noblest forms of Christian benevolence. 
They had been accustomed to repose confi- 
dence in the men w ho had been prominent 
actors in this scene, and would be slow to 
believe that such men should be actuated by 
unfounded prejudice, unhallowed ambition, 
and the lust of power. Of course, their 
conclusion would be, that something rotten 
had been discovered in the management of 
these Societies, and which rendered them 
unworthy of the confidence and patronage 
they had heretofore received. An impres- 
sion like this, could yield to nothing but 
truth and time. Its remedy was light. Let 
the actual state of facts be well understood, 
and the temporary alarm, produced by so 
sudden and violent an attack, would gradu- 
ally be allayed. In the mean while, it be- 
came those who knew the falsity of the 
charges which had been adduced to rally 
round these Societies, with augmented zeal, 
with fervent prayer, and the most liberal 
patronage. 

Another reason why they had a special 
claim on the sympathy and support of good 
men was, that the church had now but the 
alternative presented to it, between sustain- 
ing these institutions and abandoning them 
at the bidding of the Assembly, and pour- 
ing their charities into a different channel. 
The ground assumed in behalf of the latter 
course was, that these were irresponsible 
institutions; and that instead of countenan- 
cing and upholding them, Christians ought 
to rally round the boards of the church. 
But without fear of what the answer would 
be, Mr. C. would boldly challenge any 
man in the Assembly, or out of it, minis- 
ter or elder, editor or private citizen, to 
show any principle of responsibility con- 
nected with the boards of the church 
which did not exist in a greater degree in 
these associations. On this subject he 
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would refer bat to one fact. He would 
say nothing about the mode in which the 
managers of these 'ecclesiastical Boards 
were elected and re-elected from year to 

}rear ; but would come to that of which he 
lad himself been an eye and an ear wit- 
ness in the proceedings of the last Assem- 
bly, at Pittsburg. When the report of the 
Board of Missions was made to that As- 
sembly, the, majority, like simple-hearted 
and unsuspecting men, supposed that the 
report was subrnitted to them for the action 
of the house upon it, that they might tell 
what they thought of it. They supposed that 
when a motion was made to accept and adopt 
a report, the motion itself implied that the 
house had power to accept or not, and to 
adopt or not, as it should see best. But 
what was the doctrine maintained by those 
who brought in the report, and their friends 1 
The Assembly were boldly told that the 
report was none of theirs, that it did not be- 
long to them to approve or disapprove of 
it, but that, nolens volens^ willing or unwil- 
ling, they must vote to place it on their mi- 
nutes. Now if this was so, what greater 
proof could be required of the utter irrespon- 
sibility of these boards ecclesiasticall 
And with what grace could they object tcf 
the Home Missionary and American Edu- 
cation Societies, as bodies irresponsible to 
the church 1 If there did exist such a thing 
as enUre irresponsibility, he believed it was 
to be found in these very church boards. 
Mr. C. said, that he knew a great deal of 
the operation of these voluntary societies, 
and it amounted to a system of holy Christ- 
ian espionage. It pressed home on indivi- 
dual churches and ministers who held no of- 
fice, and exercised no power in the Society, 
A deep sense of responsibility, the reflex in- 
iluence of which came back upon those who 
^conducted the Society's affairs. 

Another reason why he would have the 
churches to cluster around these Societies, 
with augmented affection and zeal, was this : 
That they could not abandon ihem except 
upon a motive which was unworthjr of a 
(Jhristian bosom. What was the object of 
these Associations % The professed object 
of one was to plant ministers in destitute 
churches, and amongst our infant settle- 
ments ; and of the other, to educate living 
preachers, to be sent to the ends of the earth. 
Enterprises like these made their appeal to 
the purest, the loftiest, and the strongest 
motives which the heart of a Christian 
could ever know. There was nothing earth- 
ly, nothing selfish, nothing narrow and 
confined in considerations which were sug- 
gested by the patronage of such societies. 
The holiest tides of Christian feeling had 
here a channel wide enough and deep enough 
to flow unrestrained. The call to such an 
enterprise awakened and could engross the 



entire energies of the souL But to what mo- 
tive was the appeal made when we were 
called to abandon these institutions 1 We 
were invited to bow to the poor, the narrow 
andiselfish thought, thatihe rival institution 
was one that belonged to our own little pe- 
culiar branch of tlS church of Grod upon 
earth. The appeal was to sectional feeling, 
to denominational partialities. The call 
was not to Christian enterprise, but to Pres- 
byterian enterprise. A motive like this had 
nothing of that simplicity, nothing of that 
pure and divine power which grappled 
the very root of the Christian heart, and 
linked and bound it to the throne of God. It 
was narrow, it was selfish, it was alloyed 
with earth, it was a motive to which he hoped 
his own breast would never yield. 

Butfurther— -If the churches should obey 
the bidding of the late Assembly in this 
matter, the result must be disastrous to the 
numerous churches and ministers who 
looked to these societies for aid. What 
had those too much abused men the Secre- 
taries of the Home Missionary and Edu- 
cation Societies done 1 Had they gone for- 
ward on their own responsibility, and re- 
lying on their own private funds, when 
they had said to the feeble churches on our 
frontier, we will give you ministers, and to 
the ministers who were laboring in that 
wide and promising field — we will give you 
bread 1 No: They had only obeyed iha 
bidding, and echoed the language of Chris- 
tians in the older and more thickly settled 
portions of our land. They had plighted 
the faith of others, and on others they must 
rely for the redemption of the pledge. In 
Michigan, where Mr. C. had his home, 
there were as many as twenty of these 
soldiers of the cross of Christ, who were 
sustained in part, and some of them entire- 
ly, by the Home Missionary Society. One 
of the most active and devoted of these men, 
who labored amongst a small and feeble, 
but eminently pious people, had told Mr. C. 
that he had not received from them a single 
dollar—but depended entirely on the Society 
in New- York for his daily bread. He entire- ^ 
ly exonerated his flock from all blame in 
this matter. Their means were small at 
best, and during the present times they were 
utterly without mean suntiftheir crops came 
in, but though poor in earthly goods, they 
were rich in faith, and had recently enjoyed 
a blessed revival. And here he would take 
occasion to say, that while the older church- 
es in the thickly settled parts of the Union 
were filled with the din of strife, those fee- 
ble flocks, scattered in the wilderness, were 
walking in peace and love, and had most 
of them enjoyed seasons of refreshing from 
on high. For his own part he knew of no 
ministers who couki count up so many 
gems gathered for the Saviour's crown. 
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through their personal instrumentality, as 
the missionaries of the Home Missionary 
Society. They went down into the very 
teeth of danger, and plucked their precious 
trophies where none but themselves were 
found to venture. And were these men to 
be abandoned — and were the lambs which 
they had gathered in the wilderness to be 
deprHed of the shepherd's care, and left to 
be devoured by wolves'? That was the 

3uestion presented to the churches by the 
ecision of the last Assembly. This must 
be the inevitable consequence of obeying 
the Assembly's mandate. As to a transfer 
of all these churches to the care of the 
Assembly's Board, within the present year, 
or any thing like it, the thing was not to be 
thought of. It was plainly impossible, and 
the mere attempt would be attended with 
the most disastrous consequences. And 
what made any difficulty at this time the 
more to be deprecated, was the fact that 
nearly half oi these churches had now 
come up to what he might call the pivot 
time. And by this he meant that they had 
reached that period in their history when 
they were just balancing on the proposition 
of attempting the support of the gospel for 
themselves. Thfey resembled a little child, 
who had reached the critical period when 
it was about to abandon the supporting 
hand of the nurse, and to take its first step 
alone. Whoever had watched a child at 
this interesting moment, well knew that it 
was in more danger at this crisis, than at 
any period either before or after ; and any 
obstacle then thrown in its way, was likely 
to prevent a repetition of the effort for along 
time. Should these churches now be as- 
sailed by slanders on the society which had 
hitherto cherished them, and by recommen- 
dations of the Assembly's Board, and the 
strife which such a state of things might 
excite, it was more than probable that they 
would be left to fall back in discouragement, 
and many of them disperse and perish. 
When Mr. C. reflected on these things, he 
trembled at the thought of withdrawing 
from the treasury of the Home Missionary 
Society a single dollar. If men wished to 
give to the boards of the church, let them 
give as liberally as they pleased ; but in the 
name of all that was sacred in plighted 
Christian faith, let them not abandon a So- 
ciety which relied upon them for support. 
But he felt that he had said enough. He 
would now turn to his brethren and sisters 
in the family of Christ, and would ask them 
whether they would receive a recommenda- 
tion, even of the highest judicatory of the 
Church, as a sufficient reason for abandon- 
ing a Society against which no charee of 
criminality had been substantiated. Was 
Uieir opinion of ecclesiastical infallibility 
such, that in the face of facts^ and of grow- 



ing evidence from year to year, they would 
turn away from these institutions as no 
longer worthy of the support of the disci- 
ples of Christ. Mr. C. said he was hap- 
py to perceive so many around him who 
represented the female piety of our church. 
H^ had now been ten years a pastor — he 
had been settled in two different congrega- 
tions, and he knew something of the anxie- 
ties which preyed upon a pastor's heart. 
M^y a time when dark clouds had lowered 
around him, and he had been tempted to 
yield to despondency and unbelief, had he 
known what it was to fall back upon the 
stronff pillar of female piety and prayer. He 
had always found some faithful women, who 
under the greatest trials had never deserted 
him, whose hands never hungdown, whose 
faith and triumphant hope nothing could 
extinguish. It had been said by Voltaire, 
" Let me write the ballads of the nation, and 
I care not who makes their laws." Mr. C. 
would say, give me the hearts, and prayers, 
and charity, and faith of the sisterhood in 
our churches, and it would be with him a 
matter of no solicitude, what their fathers, 
or brothers, or husbands thought. Tliere 
was a strength in female piety that it would 
do to hold fast to. This would bring up 
the residue of the church, when the ves- 
sel was about to swing from her moorings. 
He could not take his seat without one 
word of sympathy to the Church in that 
place, and its pastor, (Mr. Barnes), as well 
as to all the churches and all the ministers 
which had been disowned, cast out, and 
virtually dissolved a few hours ago. Ht» 
had not once believed that such a d^ could 
be done. When he looked especially at 
the history of the suffering Presbyteiy, to 
which this congregation belonged — when, 
he thought upon the vindictive course of per- 
secution which had been manifested on the 
one side, and the rich and increasing bless- 
ings from the Head of the Church which 
had been enjoyed on the other, he might 
weir have supposed that such a blow couki 
not have been stnick. He might have con- 
cluded that the lamb had bled long enough,, 
but it was not so ; it must receive one blow 
more — " insatiate archer" — one stroke morel^ 
And yet if there was one situation rather 
than another, in which a good man would 
wish to be, it surely was theirs; for 
if there was a portion of the church, around 
which the sympathies of the best and holi- 
est of Good's pleople, clung with peculiar 
tenderness ; if there was one object, towards 
which the eyes, and thoughts, and prayers, 
of the pious, in all denominations, would 
be instinctively turned during the ensuing 
year, it was a body of Christian people un- 
justly sufferinff beneath the oppression of 
those who ou^t to have been their guar- 
dians and protectors. Mr. C« knew that this 
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feeling was extensive In other religious de- 
nominations ; and he beheved it would 
be found not less general in our own. 

In conclusion, Mr. C. observed that to 
some it might app«}ar strange that they 
should so earnestly entreat the churches to 
come up during the ensuing year with more 
than their wonted liberality to the aid of 
these societies. They would probably re- 
mind them that such was the pressure of 
the times that men could scarcely live, and 
how could they be expected to do more this 
year than ever before 1 In reply he would 
relate an anecdote : A young clergyman in 
the interior of Pennsylvania, came to Phi- 
ladelphia for aid towards some benevolent 
institution whose cause he was pleading. 
He was advised to call on the late Robert 
Ralston, of blessed memory. He called 
accordingly, and presented and pressed liis 
claim, and Mr. Ralston signed fifty dollars. 
But while they sat conversing, intelligence i 
was brought to that good man that one of 
his most valuable ships had been lost at sea. 
He turned to the youn^ clergyman, and re- 
quested that the subscnption book might be 
handed back to him. The young man's 
heart trembled for his donation, when to his 
surprise and joy, he discovered that Mr. 
Ralston had erased the fifty, and written (me 
hundred dollars^ adding this impressive re- 
mark; " If it is all going in this way, the 
Lord shall have his share before it is gone." 

The question being now put, the resolu- 
tion was agreed to. And the meeting was 
closed with prayer, by the Rev. Mr. Patter- 
son. 

A similar meeting has been since held 
in New- York, on the invitation of a num- 
ber of laymen, which was numerously at- 
tended, and at which the commissioners, on 
their return from the General Assembly, 
made statements of their views of the duties 
of the churches and the friends of volunta- 
ry societies, in regard to their present trials 
and embarrassments. The same resolutions 
were adopted which had been approved by 
the meeting in Philadelphia, and the occasion 
was marked with a similar exhibition of 
Christian feeli ng. T he sentiments expressed 
were those of a settled dependence on God, 
and a firm and fixed purpose, in reliance on 
his grace, to go forward with renewed en- 
couragement in our endeavors to build up 
the desolations of Zion, and to extend the 
saving health of the gospel to all the earth. 

OUR DUTIES AND PROSPECTS IN THE> PRESENT 
CRISIS. 

In view of the embarrassments at present 



thrown in the way of the cause of Home 
Missions, our eyes are turned to the throne of 
theMostHigh for wisdom and grace todirect 
and sustain us. In regard to the opposition 
which has arisen from misrepresentation 
and prejudice, the path of duty is plain. It 
is to live it down, and " with well drjng'* 
to ''put to silence the ignorance of foolish 
men." The resolutions of ecclesiastical 
courts, when they do not interfere with in- 
dividual and constitutional rights and duties, 
we respect, and, as members and ministers 
of the church, we regard it as among the 
highest of our privileges, to enjoy the ap- 
probation and favor of 4)rethren and fathers 
with whom we are ecclesiastically connec- 
ted. But when, in the exercise of an as- 
sumed authority, they recommend us to cease 
our endeavors to aid the needy, in the way 
which approves itself to our own con- 
sciences in the sight of Grod, and to send the 
gospel to the destitute, our sense of respon- 
sibility to Him who hath loved us and 
given himself for us, will not permit us to 
be thus diverted from our labors of love. 
The field is open before us, the voice of 
want comes to us from every direction, many 
laborers are in the field encouraged by the 
pledged support of the benevolent through 
the Home Missionary Society, many 
hundreds of feeble congregations are 
depending on us to aid them in fulfilling 
their engagements with the ministers of 
their choice, tensof thousands of hearts have 
been enlisted in the work throughout the 
churches, and so much has been already 
done, so much fruit unto holiness already 
gathered, so many and so great evidences 
accumulated of the favor of God, and re- 
sponsibilities so great have been assumed, 
that we cannot recede. The voice of Pro- 
vidence, equally with the command of God, 
urges us onward. To us the path of duty 
in regard to this enterprise, appears so 
pl^in, that every obstacle thrown in its way 
is but an indication of the necessity and the 
duty of renewed endeavors and increasing 
exertions to overcome it. The present tri- 
als, therefore, of the Home Missionary So- 
ciety make their appeal, in emphatic lan- 
guage, to its friends and patrons, through- 
out the land, to eome up to its aid, de> 
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tcrmined, with the blessing of God, to 
sustain it till its glorious work shall be 
done. This, if we have not wholly mistaken 
the amount and .the strength of Christian 
feeling enlisted in this blessed cause, will 
be the effect of the assaults recently made, 
in high places, upon our beloved Society.. 
The inquiry will be raised, and the prayer 
uttered, " Lord, what wilt thou have us to 
do" to sustain and extend the operations of 
an institution so wisely adapted to the 
wants of the country and the age, of use- 
fulness so great, and promise so glorious 1 
It only remains for us to add, that the un- 
exampled pecuniary embarrassments of the 
times have rendered it wholly impossible for 
many, on whose subscriptions we were de- 
pending, to continue their contributions. 
Our sources of income, are in this way for 
the present abridged, and the same causes 
which have thus rendered it difficult for the 
Sodety to realize its accustomed receipts, 
have, in many cases, increased the need of 
its aid to the destitute. Six hundred laborers 
in the field, depend upon the fulfilment of 
our engagements to sustain them, and have 
no where else to look but to this Society to 
supply the deficiency in their support which 
results from the poverty of their congrega- 
tions, or of the scattered people among 
whom they labor. These considerations 
should impress upon all such as possess the 
means, a sense of their obligation to in 
crease their contributions to the Home Mis- 
sionary Society, and their prompt compli- 
ance with this dictate of duty is needful to 
prevent much disappointment and suffering. 
We make our appeal, therefore, to the rich 
' and the poor, to the friends of the cause, of 
every condition, throughout the country, to 
come to its help in the present exigency. 
We have no funds in hand, and must with- 
hold from the missionaries the payment of 
their much needed dues, excepting so far as 
the means shall be supplied by the contri- 
butions of the benevolent. May the Spirit 
of God wake his people to a sense of the 
privileges and the duties of this day of re- 
buke and chastisement. Then will light 
shine out of darkness ; and, whatever else 
may languish, the cause of religion and ho- 
liness will prosper. 

VOL. X. 7 



FREQUENT CHANGING OP MINIS- 
TERS. 

The following article is taken from the 
Report of the "Central Agency*' for Home 
Missions in the State of New^Yoi^, and 
presents a subject which has often forced 
itself painfully on the notice of the Executive 
Committee of the Parent Society. We com* 
mend the considerations enumerated below, 
to the solemn attention of both ministers 
and churches. Especially clo we hope that 
all our Agents and Committees of Corres* 
pondence, in various parts of the country, 
will set their faces as a flint to oppose the 
evil here exposed. Missionary Societies, 
from the very fact of their anxiety to procure 
laborers, are in danger of afibrding facilities 
for a changing ministry, and to resist this 
tendency costs the A. H. M. S. no small 
amount of carefulness. 

The frec^uent chancing of ministers is 
so destructive an evil that we are constrain- 
ed to invite the attention of our Missionaries 
and churches to the following considera- 
tions, in the hope that they wiU ponder the 
subject thoroughly, and, by the grace of 
God, be guided in the path of duty< 

I. We will mention a few of the ways, in 
which a minister who means to be a pastor, 
is injured by frequently changing his field 
of labor. 

( 1 . "^ It increases the expenses of his fami- 
ly. None of our Missionaries get more for 
their services than to meet the necessaiy ex- 
penses of the year. Every removal, by lo^ 
of time and consumption of property, in- 
creases his expenses from $50 to $100, 
This must embarrass him and diminish 
his usefiilness. The funds we distribute, 
were not put into our hands to pay such 
expenses. 

(2.) Neglect of study is another evil ten- 
dency of a changing ministry. In this day 
of commotion and reading of ephemeral 
productions, there are but few ministers of 
sufficient self-command to pursue a course 
of theological research, which requires 
mentcd agony, but which is indispensable, 
would they grow in knowledge and be able 
to feed their flock — so long as they can de- 
pend on the labors of former years. We 
are aware that some churches prefer to 
have their minister spend the whole year 
in visiting. Experience, however, proves 
that, with few exceptions, a people never 
know the worth of their minister until the 
last old sermon is used up or burned up, 
and he begins to draw afresh from the 
stores of eternal truth "things new and 
old." Such a people may know what they 
have got, but they never can Imow what 
they have lost. 
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(3.) It diminishes a minister's conscious- 
Tiess of responsibility y and makes him in- 
different ahout the (Hstant results of his 
labor. A minister is " a man of like pas- 
sions" with others, and needs «very pos- 
sible influence to induce him to seek the 
path of duty and hold him in it. We can- 
not doubt that the perpetually recurring 
thought, " I shall probably remain here but 
a year," will tend to make him reckless. 
How is it possible to avoid it 1 A man, 
were he as pure as an angel, needs the hope 
of success, as well as the love of doing good, 
to kindle his zeal and prompt him to watch- 
fulness, forethought and industry. But 
often he is a mere annual hireling, with 
but a few months at most to begm and 
close up all his labors in a ffiven place. 
And the agreement which holds him there 
has, on the face of it,, evidence that his 
peoj^e regard him with very limited confi- 
dence, and his prospects are withering 
rather than refreshing. We need not 
wonder if a man, held by the church in 
such circumstances, should do, or neglect to 
do, what would render him unpopular or 
his labors unproductive. 

(4.) It prevents a minister from carrying 
into effect any important plan for gathering 
and building up a congregation. Would 
he accomplish what a minister, by the grace 
of God, may do, all the various circum- 
stances and wants of the whole church and 
congregation are to be sought out, — the 
children and youth are to be gathered 
around him and taught to remember their 
Creator, — parents are to be instructed how 
to command their children and households 
to keep the way of the Loixl,— the church 
is to be purified by discipline, — her under- 
standing enlightened, her affections directed, 
her energies combined, and all her powers 
enlisted in the enterprise of the world's con- 
Tersion. Who can accomplish such a work 
in one year — or two years — or fiv« years? 
How is it possible for a man, even the best, 
to clear and preijare the soil, sow the seed, 
and bring in tne ripe harvest, short often or 
fifteen years 1 He may do something, yea 
much; but can he show what a faithful 
pastor is capable of doing ,1 Can he carry 
a church thro>igh the school of Christ \ Can 
he train a generation for the service of 
Godi 

(5.) It prevents a minister from acquiring 
the habit of patient endurance, which is so 
important to an ambassador of Christ. A 
minister, who would exert a solid, holy and 
lasting influence in this world, may depend 
upon being severely tried. He cannot escape 
trials by changing places. They must and 
, will come. If he attempts to run away 
from them, and is overtaken at last, he will 
be likely to imbibe a petulent, fault-finding 
spirit If he meets them manfully, and 
endures them patiently, it Mrill chasten his 



spirit and increase his meekness. The 
easiest way to dispose of ministerial trials, 
whatever be their nature, or number, or 
magnitude, is to endure them. The habit 
of endurance, which this course will 
strengthen, greatly diminishes the severity 
of trials, ai^, in the apprehension of the 
subject, it will probably diminish their 
numbers. But wnat is of more importance 
still, trials, well endured, raise a minister 
vastly in the estimation ofhis people, while 
they increase his confidence in the grace of 
God, and thus the way is prepared for his 
exerting a more powerful, salutary and per- 
manent influence. 

II. We will name a few of the ways in 
which a church is injured by frequently 
chanp:ing their minister. 

(1.) It willy almost invariably , lead t» 
the neglect of discipline. This is one of 
the most important and painful duties a mi- 
nister has to perform. When he supposes 
his residence with a people is merely tem- 
porary, it has often presented a fatal temp- 
tation to pass over this self-denying duty. 
His successor takes the same course, until 
that church which might have been united, 
flourishing and strong, is alienated, few and 
feeble^ 

(2.) It tends to divide and distract a 
church. Some churches seem to imagine 
that the most safe and certain way to dis- 
pose of the great mass of their parish diffi- 
culties, is to dismiss their minister, espe- 
cially if any serious opposition appears 
against him. But the people of God never 
may hope to get a minister who will build 
them up without they are tried and proved, 
as well as their minister. They mrust be 
with him, and heartily with him. They 
must labor with him, and suffer with him, or 
the cause of Christ must suffer, and languish, 
and die. Now, suppose that a congregation 
has secured a minister, and a faithful one ; 
suppose that congregation is in the habit of 
dismissing their mmisteras often as any 
serious difficulty arises ; and suppose the 
truth of God has chafed the consciences of 
some of his people so that they feel uneasy. 
What is the conseouence 1 These restless 
spirits know what has been done more than 
once in similar circumstances ; bv a little 
artful manoeuvering the minister has been 
dismissed. Their course is plain and their 
work is easy. They know the church will 
not " endure hardness as good soldiers of 
Jesus Christ," but will shrink from opposi- 
tion raised against their minister, and, 
though they profess to love him, will part 
with nun rather than do their duty. Some 
of the church, however, are willine; to 
hazard any thing necessary to retain him ^ 
but he must ^o, leaving the church to con- 
tend about him. When such a scene has 
been acted over, again and again, and 
another, and still another party is formed 
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in a church, their affections, instead of 
being united and settled upon one, are di- 
vided among nearly as many ministers, as 
there are members in the church. 

(3.) It makes them fastidious and fauU- 
Jinding. Called as often as some of our 
churches are, (and some of them do it oftener 
than once a yeai',) to hear candidates, (not 
for settlement, but to be hired for a year or 
two,) they unconsciously acquire the habit 
of criticizing every thing they see a minis- 
ter do or hear him say. And as one ^eat 
object of changing is to get something 
' new — something that will arrest attention, 
they are led to attach an undue importance 
to novelty, and this begets a disposition not 
to be satisfied with any thing. This habit, 
aside from its destructive influence in 
neutralizing the truth, has led the way to 
numerous complaints, which have been 
the cause of bitter regret to the authors of 
them, and have injured the reputation and 
wrung the heart of many an affectionate 
minister. 

(4.) It prevents a church from acquiring 
that confidence in her minister y which^ next 
to the truth of Godj is one of the most power- 
ful and delightful irvstruments of pastoral 
usefulness. When a minister has been in 
a congregation for a course of years; has 
oflen wept with those that weep, and re- 
joiced with those that rejoice; mingled in 
all the families, and sympathized with 
them in the various circumstances through 
which they have passed ; the people then 
begin to know him and love him and con- 
fide in him as their pastor. When he has 
followed the child from the baptismal font, 
with the iostructions and counsels, warn- 
ings and entreaties of a yearning father ; 
been with him when convicted; answered 
his inquiry " What shall I do to be 
saved V — ^led him in prayer when he knew 
not how to pray, and mingled his tears 
of joy with the penitent before the mercy 
seat; that youth will never forget his 
pastor. He knows his pastor loves him. 
No voice is more sweet to him than the 
one which taught him how to be saved. 

When a congregation has been thus edu- 
cated by their pastor ; when they have tried 
him and proved him ; when thev have labor- 
ed with nim, and wept with him, and re- 
joiced with him ; when they have seen and 
felt his salutary influence on their own souls, 
in every family and every department of 
society; they reverence and love him as 
children do an affectionate father, and are 
prepared to follow him as their spiritual 
guide. But frequent changes forbid the 
formation of this endearing bond and shut 
out a people from its benign influence. 

([5.) It destroys the character of a church. 
It is not yet to be learned that a church has 
a character as well as a minister. It is not 
unfrequently that we hear the following in- 



quiries, when persuading, a minister to 
go 'to a particular parish: "Have they 
ever had a settled pastor T' " Do they 
oflen change ministers 3"" Do you know 
whether thev wish to hire by the year, or to 
settle V* These and similar inquiries are 
made to decide one question, viz. " Can I be 
useful there 1 " If a minister, especially one 
of the better sort, gets the impression that 
the people are slow to settle a pastor, and 
rather contemplate changing once in a year 
or two, he will be likely to pity the people, 
but, despairing of success, he will pass on. 

IN VreW OP THESE CONSIDERATIONS, 

1. Resolved J That we earnestly recom* 
mend to the churches needing assistance, 
to employ such ministers only as they are 
desirous of retaining permanently among 
them. 

2. Resolved, That in the appropriations 
of this Board, preference will be given to 
those churches which ask aid to sustain set- 
tled pastors. 



A PAINFUL POSITION. 

We have some times thought the position 
of the conductors of benevolent societies 
strongly resembles that of a physician and 
attendants in a hospital, where, though much 
is done to cure or alleviate disease, the ear is 
pained' and the heart sickens at the distress 
which, with all their efifbrts, they are unable 
to reheve. To be placed in the direction of a 
Missionary Society, to receive into the heart, 
as in a focal point, the converging pleas and 
cries, and complaints of churches, counties 
and states, calling for ministerial or pecunia- 
ry assistance, is a trying position. Especial- 
ly is this true at the present time, when the 
great embarrassment in the commercial inte- 
rest of the country, not only seems to forbid 
the Society to assume new engagements, 
but threatens for a time to prevent the pay- 
ment of pledges already made. By reference 
to the Treasurer's account, it will be seert 
that the receipts of the last month were only 
^1143 57; whereas the necessities of the la- 
borers in the field required at least $5,000. 

Already are the Missionaries writing to ap- 
prize the Committee that other resources are 
failing, and that then- depend ance must be 
upon the Society. Will not the followers of 
Christ imagine themselves in our stead, and 
enter into our feeUngs, and in that frame of 
mind decide what they will do to akl us in 
the present emergency 1 
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Appoint/mefUs by the Executive OmmiUee of the A. H. M. S., from May Ibth to 

June Ibth, 1837. 



Mi$*ummri^ not im eowtmisHon hut fear. 

Eer. SUu Woodruff; Wadhun't Mills. N. Y. 
Eer. Calvin B. Cady, Eiizabethtown, N. Y. 
Rer. John Sherer, Gibson and Ararat, Pen. 
Rev. Daniel Rockwell, Freedam, Portage Co., O. 
Rev. John L. Tomlinson, Rockport, Cuyahoga, 

Co.,0. 
Rev. Selden Haynes, Braceville, Trumbull Co., O. 
Rev. H. B. Taylor, La Grange, Lorrain Co., O. 
Rev. William Reiley, Rondout, N. Y. 
Rev. A. P. Brown, S. and £. paru of Ulinois. 



Re-appointntenU. 

Rev. Eldad Barber, Florence and Berlin, O. 
Rev. John Dudley, Flint River, Mich. 
Rev. Chas. T. Prentice, North Fairfield, Ct 
Rev. Nathan Burton, Ridgehury, Ct 
Rev. John H. Rufs, York, Medina Co^ O. 
Rev. B. B. Drake, Thompson, Geauga Co., O. 
Rev. J. J. Jones, Welch Presb. Ch. New-York. 
Rev. A. B. Corning, Sharon and Bridgewater, 
Mich. 



T%e Treasurer of the American Home Missionary Society acknowledges the receipt of 
ike foUowing sums, from May Xbth to June \bih, 1837. 



l^ASSACHUSETTS— 

Missionary Society, by B. Perkins, Esq., $500 00 
Andover, South Parish, 13 25 

Hadley, Miss Dorothy Williams, 10 00 

Tyringham, Miss Betsey Hale, L. M., 50 00 

CONNECTICUT— 
Fairfield Co. II. M. S^'by G. St John, viz. : 

Ridgebury Coug. Soc. 23 21 

New Canaan, 48 81 

Greenwich, Rev. Isaac Lewis, D. D. 10 00 

Huntington, Ladies* Gleaning Society, in 

pan to const Betsey Punderson, a L. 

M.,byS.MUls, 20 00 

NEW-YORK— 
Brooklyn, interest on legacy of the late W. 

Leverich, by A. Van Sinderen, Esq. 15 00 
Brunswick, Cong., by James Raymond, 

Esq., Treas. Troy Presbytery, 23 28 

Delaware Co. D. M. S., by Rev. D. Wa- 

terbury, 50 00 

Jamaica, L. L, Mon. Con. Coll. , 14 55 

King8borough,by Rev. E. Yale, H. Jones 

and Wife, 8 ; J. Stephens, 1 ; William 

Ward, 5 ; C. Mills, 5; P. Heacock, 5i 

E. G. Ward, 1 ; Mrs. L. Clark, 1, 26 00 

LeroT, N. Y. Presb. Ch., baL of eoH., 

4 25; Fern. H. M. Soc, by Mis. 8. 

E. Comstock, Treas., 17 50, 21 75 

Maiden, Mrs. Sarah H. Lewis, L. M. in ftill, 15 00 
Matteawan, Fem. Miss. Assoc. Presb. Ch., 

Miss C. Alden, Treas., 17 00 

New-York City, viz. : 
BUeeker- Street Ch, Fem. H. M. S., by 

Mrs. Albert Smith, Treas., 125 50; 

Mon. Con. CoU., S 05, 130 55 

Brick Ok,, Hannah Eachus, 1 00 

Mercer-Street Ok., Mon. Con. Coll. 25 82 

Pleasant Valley, Mon. Con. Coll., 4 00 

Ridgebury, N. Y. Fem. Miss. Soc., Mary 

Ann Kerr, Treas., 30^; Male Miss. Soc, 

J. Bailey, Treas., 10, 40 00 

Ripley, L. Hopkins, 5 00 

West Nassau, Sew. Soc., Mrs. Lamira 

Griffith, Treas., by Mrs. Anthony, 10 00 

Worcester, Cong. Ch., by Rev. A. P. Allen, 25 00 
PENNSYLVANU— 

Eiizabethtown, Rev. J. H. Bemheim, 2 50 

GEORGU— 

Sardis Ch., Floyd Co., by Rev. J. Wamoek, 5 00 
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For the Pastor's JournsL 
A SKETCH FROM A PASTOR's NOTE BOOK. 

" / am going to take a full swing." 
Such was the expression of yoang 



S- 



, whom I saw for the first time 



on board of one of the steamboats on 
Lake Erie, on my way to the great 
Western Valley, sometime in the year 

1829. S , like myself, had taken 

passage at Bufialo with some two or 
three Hundred others, and it was not 
until the second day of our passage 
that I noticed any thing peculiar in 
his appearance or conversation. The 
company had then become so reduced 
in numbers, by departures at Erie and 
Cleaveland, as to be brought some- 
where within the compass of observa- 
tion ; and afibrded opportunity to mark 
the appearance and character of the 
different individuals on board. My 
attention was deeply interested in the 
'conversation of a company of young 
men rather foppishly dressed, who were 
earnestly discussing the merits of the 
female lecturer who was then peram- 
bulating the United States, and retail- 
ing in lectures to those superficial and 
shallow thinkers of both sexes, who 
seem to think that religion is helli and 
infidelity heaven — the stale and rabid 
blasphemy of Paine and Voltaire. 
What first awakened my curiosity 
was the startling assertion, that in less 
than five years her system would be 
universally prevalent, and the Christ- 
ian religion exploded. One young 
man, who I afterwards learned was 
from Connecticut, demurred to such a 
conclusion; but the othere not only 
assented, but seemed to enjoy in anti- 
cipation the happy period when the 
Bible and religious institutions should 
no longer throw any obstacles in the 



way of sensual indulgences, and the 
most licentious practices. S — — •, 
particularly, expressed himself with 
^reat bitterness and malignity respect- 
ing religion and its professors. We 
said his father was a Presbyterian 
elder of the bluest sort, who wished 
to keep him in leading strings all his 
days, and train him up to attend meet- 
ing, read the Bible, and become " con- 
verted;" pronouncing the last word 
with a peculiar sneer. " But," added 
he, " I have found out the cheat, — re- 
ligion is all a humbug, and I am de- 
termined not to remain ih the State of 
New- York any longer — it is so overrun 
with priestcraft, revivals, and all that 
mummery. No," he exclaimed, ** I am 

foing down to New-Orleans, where 
can take a full swing," 

I lost sight of S at Cincinnati, 

where he left us and proceeded down 
the river. About six months after- 
wards however, I accidentally saw a 
letter from him, in which he stated 
that he had lost his money by black- 
legs, had been sick, was out of employ, 
and in danger of absolute want, unless 
speedily relieved. The tone of the 
letter was not that of a happy, suc- 
cessful votary of dissipation, who had 
found in the infidel philosophy a pana^ 
cea for every human ill, but ot a ruined, 
desperate man, who was reaping in 
bitterness and sorrow the reward of 
his folly. 

Truly, thought I, you have " taken 
a full swing J" Tnis, then, is the 
fruit of your emancipation from paren- 
tal restraint, and the religious influ- 
ences of your earlv years. What have 
you gained? Hfappiness, peace of 
mind, approbation of conscience, and 
an unfailmg solace for care and suffer- 
mg 1 Rather disappointment, sicikness 
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of heart, the cold friendship of infidel 
associates, and the chilling consolations 
of the infidel system. What became 

of poor S I know not ; a veil b 

drawn over his subsequent history; 
but I often think of him when I hear 
a young man expressing his contempt 
of the Bible, all professors of religion, 
and the instructions of pious parents. 
Young readers, are you disposed to 
think that if there were no Sabbaths, 
nor Bibles, nor Christians, nor minis- 
ters, and no fear of God nor hell, that 
this world would be happier, and your 
enjoyment greater 7 Remember poor 

S . He thought that religion was 

a cheat ; and that if he could go where 
there was the least of it, and '' take a 
full swing^^ in sin, he should be 
happy. But it was a sad mistake. 
Beware, then, how you tamper with 
infidelity. Remember that where there 
is the least religion there is the lea^st 
enjoyment, even in this world, and 
that a "/m/Z swing^^ in sin is temporal 
ruin, and eternal death. 

EARLY RECOLLECTIONS OF ▲ FOREIGN MIS- 
SIONARY. 

* * * * I had spent most of the va- 
cation in trying to do good, and as the 
time for my return to Andover drew 
near, I began to feel anxious in view 
of a few small debts which I was un- 
able to meet at the close of the last 
term. Not willing to ask my brother 
for additional loans, being already con- 
siderably indebted, I made my circum- 
stances known to a few friends, among 
whom were two ministers, whose abi 
Hty, had there been a disposition, was 
above the common standard among 
that class of people. I however failed 
altogether. I had scarcely a shilling 
in the world. I spoke to my mother 
about my situation, not expecting 
funds, but a mother's sympathy, coun- 
sel, and blessing. These I received, 
and on the morning of my leaving, she 
called me into a small room, said a few 
words, and put into my hands a Span- 
ish half dollar — all probably that she 
had on hand ^t the time ; she was much 
afiected, and did not come out o[ the 
room when I left. As I passed by the 
house of the parish minister, I called 
by request, as the lady wished to send 
to the depository at Andover for a few 



tracts. She handed me a paper, saying, 
" you will find the directions enclosed." 
I put the paper in my pocket-book, took 
my leave, and went on. In a large 

Eine wood, about twelve miles from 
ome, I opened my pocket-book to ex- 
amine the list of tracts^ and to see 
what directions there might be in the 
paper. It contained about six dollars, 
mostly in bills, and the following ex- 
pressive sentence, ^' Please accept the 
enclosed — nothing." This was so un- 
expected and so seasonable, that I 
could look upon it only as sent from 
heaven. I felt myself so unworthy, 
and so absolutely insignificant in the 
sight of my heavenly benefactor, that 
I gave myself up to a flood of tears, 
nor did the tender and grateful feeling 
wear off" for many weeks. 

****** 

It was Saturday evening. I was 
sitting by the fire, anticipating the 
Sabbath, which in Andover was al- 
ways to me a sweet anticipation of 
heaven. This however was to be our 
season of communion, and my finances 
were such as made it necessary to set- 
tle a question before the Sabbath came 
on. I had for more than a week been 
expecting a letter from a particular 
friend, and had saved, by close econo- 
my, just enough to pay the postage. 
It was all I had, or expected to have, 
for some weeks. I had been in the 
habit of contributing something at such 
seasons ; and now the question arose, 
whether I should give my little all and 
trust Providence ror my letter, or save 
it for the letter expected by Monday's 
mail. A better heart mignt have set- 
tled the question sooner than mine; 
but at length I concluded to enjoy a 
happy Sabbath, and let Monday take 
care for itself. I have seldom seen a 
more delightful communion season 
than I enjoyed the next day. On Mon- 
day there was no letter for me. On 
Tuesday evening one of the brethren, 
who had been with Professor W. to 
Boston, called at my room, and after a 
very pleasant religious conversation, 
he said to me as he left the room, 
" Brother , when I was at Bos- 
ton, a lady put into my hands two dol- 
lars, requesting me to give it to any 
one who might need it most ; and i 
have the pleasure of handing it over to 
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you." He then left me. I will not 
dwell on my feelings. Suffice it to 
say I considered it as a gift from my 
Heavenly Father, instead of the tri- 
fling post office money which I had 
*' laid up in store on the first day of 
the week."— 1 Cor. xvi. 2. 



INTERESTING CONVERSION. 

A child eight or nine years old, said 
to her impenitent mother one evening, 
" Mother, do you believe the Bible ?" 
The mother said, " yes, my child, I 
believe the Bible." "Well," con- 
tinued the little girl, " Mother, do you 
pray to Grod every night?" "You 
may well think," said the mother, when 
relating this to the church session, 
" you may well think how I felt, to 
have such a question asked nft by such 
a child." The mother was led to re- 
flect, became alarmed respecting her- 
self, prayed to God for mercy, surren- 
dered herself to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and soon rejoiced in hope. She now 
not only beheves, but reads and obeys 
her Bible ; prays to God every night 
with and for her children, and has re- 
cently joined the church of Christ. 

The above occurred in the town of! 

S , N. Y., in the summer of 1836. 

w. J. M. 



GLEANINGS FROM THE SEVENTEENTH CEN- 
TURY. 
NO. IV. 

Revival at the Kirk of Shotts, in> 
June, 1630. 

[Contbiued from page 40.] 

On the Monday of the Communion, 
Mr. John Livingston, chaplain to the 
countess of Wigtoun, (at that time 
only a preacher, not an ordained minis- 
ter, and about twenty-seven year* of 
age,) was with very much ado, pre- 
vailed on to think of giving the sermon. 
He had spent the night before in pray- 
er and conference ; but when he was 
alone in the fields, about eight or nine 
in the morning, there came such a 
misgiving of heart upon him under a 
sense of unworthiness and unfitness to 
speak before so many aged and worthy 
ministers, and so many eminent and 
experienced Christians; that he was 
thinking to have stolen quite away, and 
was actually gone away to some dis- 
tance; but when just about to lose 



sight of the, Kkk of Shotts, these 
wx)rds " Was I ever a barren wilder- 
ness or a land of darkness ?" were 
brought into his heart with such an 
overcoming power, as constrained him 
to think it his duty to return and com- 
ply with the call to preach : which he 
accordingly did with good assistance, 
for about an hour and a half, on the 
points he had meditated from that text, 
Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26—" Then will I 
sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye 
snail be clean ; from all your filthiness 
and from all your idols will 1 cleanse 
you. A new heart also will I give 
you, and a new spirit will I put within 
you, and I will take away the stony 
heart out of your flesh, and I will give 
you an heart of flesh." As he was 
about to close, a heavy shower coming 
suddenly on, which made the people 
hastily take to their cloaks and man- 
tles, he began to speak to the following 
purpose, " If a few drops of rain from 
the clouds so discomposed you, how 
agitated will you be, how full of horror 
and despair, if God should deal with 
you as you deserve : and thus he will 
deal with all the finally impenitent. 
God might justly rain nre and brim- 
stone upon you, as upon Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and the other cities of the 
plain. The Son of God by taberna- 
cling in our nature,and obeying and suf- 
fering in it, is the only refuge and covert 
from the storm of divine wrath due to 
us for sin. His merits and mediation 
are the only screen from that storm, 
and none 'but penitent believers shall 
have the benefit of that shelter." In 
these, or some expressions to this pur- 
pose and many others, he was led on 
about an hour's time, (after he had 
done with what he had premeditated,) 
in a strain of exhortation and warning, 
with great enlargement and melting oi 
heart. 

Case of three young men. 
The following particular instances 
are well attested, and if it were proper, 
some of the persons could be named.^ 
On that remarkable Monday, three 
young gentlemen in Glasgow, had 
made an appointment to go to Edin- 
burgh, to wait upon the public diver- 
sions there. They alighted at Shotts 
to take breakfast. One of their number 
proposed, as there was a young man ta 
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1>reach that day, (Mr. Livingston, the 
ady Wigtoun's chaplain,) if the rest 
would agree, they might go and hear 
the sermon, probably more out of cu- 
riosity than any other motive. And, 
for the more expedition, they proposed 
to come away just at the end of the 
sermon, before the last prayer. But 
the power of God was so felt by them, 
accompanying that sermon, that they 
could not come away till all was over. 
When they returned to the public house 
to take their horses, they called for 
some drink before they mounted ; but 
when the drink was set upon the table, 
they all looked to one another: none of 
them durst touch it till a. blessing was 
asked; and as it was not their manner 
formerly to be careful about such 
things, one of them at last proposed, 
"I think we should ask a blessmg to 
our drink:" the other two readily 
agreed, and put it upon one of the com- 
pany to do it, which he readily did. 
When they had done, they could not 
rise until another should return thanks. 
They went on their way more sober 
and sedate than they used to be, but 
none of them mentioned their inward 
concern to another, only now and then 
they would say, " Was it not a great 
sermon we heard ?" another would an- 
swer, " I never heard the like of it." 
They went to Edinburgh, but instead 
of waiting ujion diversions or company, 
they kept their rooms the most part of 
the time they were in town, which was 
only about two days, when they were 
all quite weary of Edinburgh, and pro- 
posed to return home. Upon the 
way home, they did not yet discover 
themselves to one another ; and after 
they were some days in Glasgow, they 
kept their rooms very much, and came 
seldom abroad. At last one of them 
made a visit to another, and made a 
discovery of what God had done for 
' him at Snotts : the other frankly owned 
the concern that he was brought under 
at the same time. Both of them went 
to the third, who was in the same case, 
and they all three agreed directly to 
begin a fellowship meeting. They 
continued to have a practice suitable 
to their profession, (so far as my in- 
former heard,) a§ long as they lived. 
And some of them lived to an advanced 
age^ and were eminent and useful men 
in the place. 



As the result of this remarkable 
work of God, the Rev. Mr. Fleming, 
minister of Cambuslang, twelve miles 
from Shotts, says, "I can speak on 
sure ground, that near five hundred 
had ^t that time a discernible change 
wrought in them, of whom most proved 
lively Christians afterwards. It was 
the sowing of a seed through Clyddis- 
dale^ so that many^ of the most eminent 
Christians in that country could date 
either their conversion, or some re- 
markable confirmatioif of their case 
from that day. 

The Minister, whose labors on this 
occasion were so much blessed, (Rev. 
John Livingston,) left a brief history 
of his life, and various notices of his 
cotemporaries. As the reader will feel 
some curiosity to learn something fur- 
ther respecting him as a preacfier, we 
extract the fmlowing account which 
he gives ^f himself. " As concerning 
my gift of .preaching, I never attained 
to any accuracy therein. I used ordi- 
narily to write some few notes, and 
left the enlargement to the time of de^ 
livery. I found that much studying 
did not so much help in preaching as 
the getting my heart into a spiritual 
disposition ; yea, sometimes I thought 
the hunger of my hearers helped me 
more than my own preparation." 

Many a time I found that which 
was suggested to me in the delivery, 
was more refreshful to myself, and edi- 
fying to the hearers, than what I had 
premeditated. I was often much de- 
serted and cast down in preaching, and 
sometimes tolerably assisted. I never 
preached a sernwn that I would be 
earnest to see again in print but two. 
The one was at a communion on a 
Monday at the Kirk of Shotts, and the 
other on a Monday after a communion 
in Holywood. And both these times 
I had ^ent the whole night before in 
conference and prayer with some 
Christians, without any more than or- 
[dinary preparation; otherwise my gift 
was rather suited to simple common 
people, than to learned judicious audi- 
tors. Had I in a right manner believed 
and taken pains, it had been better for 
myself; but, by a lazy trusting to as- 
sistance, in the mean time, I kept my- 
self barehanded ail my days. 
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THE MISSIONARIES ARE SlIFFERUSia 



At the late Anniversaicy of the American 
Home Missionary ^ciety, one of Uie reso- 
lutions , expressed the '' apprehension. that 
the missionaries might be obliged to defer 
for a sea^n their drafts on the treasury of 
the Society/' and also assured them of the 
sympathy of the So^siety and it:^, friends in 
/the embarrassment to. which they wqu14. 
thus be subjected. 

But the affliction which was then only 
apprehended, has now become a matter of 
painful experience. The Coirtmittee have 
been compelled to notify the missionaries 
of the existing embarrassments, and to re^ 
quest them to withhold their dm&B on tha 
treasury for the present, and pledging our 
efibrts for thei* payment at theeariiest pra^ 
ticable moment. In taking this step, the 
Committee had no alternative., To suifer the 
drafts to con^ in^ when the. means of meeV 
ing them were wanting, would be to add to 
the bitterness of disappointment, the disho- 
nor and the expense of a protest. The letter 
eohveyiiig this decision has now, probably, 
Reached every (Jomer of the land, and is pro* 
ducing it$ 8ii8icting though unavoidable re- 
sults in many a worthy family of the self- 
denying ministry of our feeble and frontier 
churches. Some of ihem have written in 
reply, detailing the embarrassment and 
altering to which they are subjecCed^ by 
our inability to meet their orders. Could 
these cases be upr^id out before the chns- 
tians of this country, in all ^ ptintieulars 
of domestic piiTaAiefl, and the- eurtaihnent 
of ministerial usefldness, they would draw 
tears from the eyes, a^d,.we cannot but 
TOL. X. 8 



think, WQu)d draw re^Iief from th^ hand^ (hat 
now withhold the needfid pktanee. 

And now, vshat shall be done ? We wis^ 
the churches, distinctly to understand that 

THE MISSIONARIES AH? SUFFXtllNO, It is nOt 

a < mere ewtaUmetU of the operationsof the 
Society, whieh lemMB from the want of 
funds ; not amply the neeessity of declining 
U send vnt new missionaries ; but the ac- 
tual distress of tho«e akeady in the fieUk 
Christians, your agents, your brethren, 
sent out to do your work, commissioned on 
the faith of ^<mr support, are in want ; their 
wives and their little ones are suffering a 
priYation of food and raiment. Says one, 
in a recent letter to the Corresponding Sec- 
retary! ..'"". 

^ 1 hmi counted onr the amdTmt duo^me to 
meet some engngements, but for these the 
Lord will provide. lam willing t4> live 
poor^ and have to dp so,, whether 1 am will- 
mg or not. At this time I have not a po- 
tatoe nor a mouthful of meat in the house,, 
nor means to buy them with ;■ but the Lord 
M^l provide for us." 

Another Missionary who' had maSe a 
small draff on the Society, apologizes for it 
as follows r— 

*'' I received your circular on the 2l8t 
June^ and am sorry to say that my drafl on 
you had* already own paid away. I had 
no cow, and scarcely any bread fbr my 
firniMy,. and the distress under which our 
countcy groans, i»8o seveidy feU in this re- 
gioR*, that my people were unable to assist 
me in any manner. I have received from 
thenr onhr to' the ^onount of^oght doUan in 
the last five months." 

Through the prevaiHng pressure^ i^ most^ 
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instances, the people aided by the A. £t. M. 
S. are unable to meet their engagements to 
their ministers ; and the latter haye been led 
to contract debts for the necessaries of life, 
hoping for bettjpr times, ao^ insipppmn^ that at 
IpasC their mission^/^ ^p|iro^iatiofi wd|ild, 
be forthcoming when doe. The trials of 
^ling which they sutSer in view of the 
apprehended dishoj^r to the cause of mli- 
gion, should they not be able to pay these 
ddbts, are morepHinful thaA«nm the prtira- 
tiondf bread. One writes — 

** It was with deep sorrow that I heard 
of the embarrassed situation of the A. H. M. 
S., and your desire that I should defer my 
order for money. I have been compelled to 
run in debt for several necessary articles, 
and I was just on tile point of xnldEing out 
my draft when the letter came to mind. 
I ain in debt, and thbse debts will soon be 
ealledlbr. Dear sir,' what ahafi I do 1 My 
situation it trying." 

Aaatliec, who bad disposed of his dmAs 
to a person who is noit a Christian, but &ne 
^' w1k> prides himself on p^nctuidity in p^ 
«iiniary matters, ^^and narrowly watdies 
proissBOrsm thisrespect,'' dxpreines strong 



solicitude that the amouht may be paid, lest 
the honor of religion should sufier. 

Another whose order had been despatch- 
ed two daysbefore receiving the circular of 
ijae Ei^ecutive Commi|tee, Vwoi)kl not l^ve 
it returned Ibr half ks vajlue.'' 

We might multiply eltracts giving thff 
san^e ^neralviewof the nec^sities of these 
mejo. But these arasu^^nt to presejat the 
question of duty to the reader. Help must 
be had, and that quickly. Some cfthe Mis- 
slon£(ries have most nobly relinquished the 
whole or a portion of their claims oh the 
Society ; but thlst can be done in but few 
instances f and mnc instance ean it be done 
except with the prospect of great privation. 
And while they are thus setting the exam- 
ple of self-denial and liberality, shall it not 
be followed by the churches T We entreat 
the disciples of a Saviour' who lived in 
self-denial and died amid suffering and 
scorn, fbr our^sakes, not to shut^up their 
bowels of compassion from his ministers^ 
his faithful laborers, whom he has pro- 
nounced " worthy of their hire." 



COERBJSPONDENCE^ OF THE A, H. M. S. 



THE HIGHT SPIRIT. 

Ova read«r» harve basn appriaat^ in the 
leading article g{ the present number of the 
Hon^Misflionary, that the Executive Oom- 
mittee have been obliged to ii^sue h, circular 
to their Bfis^onarieSf requesthj)^ them to fa- 
yox the Society, as far as practicable, by 
vrithhokfing their drafts on the treasury^ un- 
til coIlectioQs can be m^d^. Thia request, 
embarrassiq:g as ita influence i$ on many pf 
< missionaries, has been received and re- 
plied to by then, with agenaous sympathy 
for ^ach o<her and the Society, which- deeply 
affects our hearts, and increases, our esteeo) 
ibr that ivorthy band whom the A- H. V. S^ 
has the honor to enrpl on ita list of Jt^borsnr. 
From these vep^ we giva a few eiitraots^ 
as spechnena of aK}re. 

MISSIONARY GENEROSITY. 

"I have but poor pro9pecta of aiding lihe 
luaete of the Committee, unless giving my- 



aelf weald tb it Therefore V ttpartforiv 
dollars given me by thepcoplei of-' — . 11 
was for labor performed before t received] 
your commission,, but I wish it placed to 
my account. I do not know Where the next 
ialobehad.'^ 

In order to^ c^qHeciata the. circumataoasfy 
under which tb« writer^ is placed, and ivr 
whioh this pecuniary aacrifice is mador wa 
remark^ that his ^d of la^ is in the mid^r 
of Irish and German Catholics, Universaliata^ 
CampbeHitea, Mormonites, &'C., and but few 
whose sympathies are in iavor of evangeU^ 
cal religion. 



A BliBliloiiary m Mtdiigart, afDsr nemion' 
big h» syn^MMhy with the Society, undeir 
tho preasure of the timesi^ and alluding to hia- 
owiiDeQatsitiea, vl40— . 

" But the Lord will provide for «8. Un- 
dar ^^ civeumslanoea, I am disp<^sed to dcr 
spmethini;^ for the Lord's cause; Phst^se, 
take' $1^ 0t the $3$ due to me, for the 
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A. £L M. S^ and ha»d $9 to die AttDsrklui 
JBoard, and S& to the Bible Society." 



«aALL THE SfllSSIONARIES L$AYB THE FEEBLB 
CHURCHES FOR WANT OF AID. 

F^eTii a Misilanary in Kentucky, 
The communication requesting me to 
withhold my draifts on the treasury, reached 
me about the middle of June, and since then 
I hare been in some suspense With regard 
to the path of duty, as ae source of adequate 
support, or any where near it, appears to 
open. The people, without exception, as 
fkr as I know, desirre my continuance, and 
<oould I recieve the sum now due from the 
Missionary Society, I believe they would 
«ustain me wholly darin? the remaining 
quarter of the time of ray £>mmission, and 
by that time 1 should hope the way would 
fee made clear in regard to the fuMire. Yet 
I urge nb superior claim, and am willing lo 
bear my share among the officers, ft'iemis, 
aad missionaries of the Society, «f its em- 
barrassments. I have recently been oat 
into the country three miles, and preached 
in a school-house, once in two weeks, for a 
few times, when from fifry to one hundred 
persons have been convened ; and as some 
of them are wealthy farmers, I believe they 
might be induced to come (some of them) 
and worship with us a part of the time, and 
assist us in the various objects and interests 
before us. could I continue here long enough 
to gain their acquaintance and confidence. 



Prom a Missionary Report 

Ton speak of the embarrassments of 
the Society, resulting from the pressure 
of the times. Be assured I sympathize with 
you, and regret it more for Zion^s sake than 
on adeaani of any disappointment which it 
may occasion to myself. lam poor, and 
, what is worse, in debt ; but shall be as pa- 
tient as I can. God will not forsake those 
that trust in him. 



*' MtTST I LEAVE THmTEEN TOWXSHfPS IN 
DARKNESS.'' 

The third quarter of my missionaryr U^ 
bor in this destitute region has now expired. 
Anii I ean only say the work is but just be- 
gun. As in a foreign missionary field, so 
here, it is the work of years. Nevertheless 
some additions have been made to the 
church since my last report, and more attend 
public worship. There is no doubt but 
this moral wilderness can be cultivated if 
missionaries can have courage to hoM on. 
This is the point, the sine qua uon — moral 



courage. For tiM eirieamttftnoes foe even 
more disheartening than those in which the 
fofeigii missionitry is called to labor. Y^ 
by the help of Gbd, I had resolved that it 
was my duty to continne here, until I could 
Methis wilderness bud and blossom as the 
rose, and these solitary places become vo- 
cal with the praises of our God. I say I 
had reiolved thus, till I received yovur letter 
dated May 90. 

flow what shall I dol Must I leavi 
thirteen townships in darkness^ to labor in 
a weait^ church, for the sake of a comfoito 
able support. Is it deftMnded by Him wh^ 
requires me ib pray, " give me day by day 
m; " ' 'V'^ If so ihtex^ darkness 
mi r hover over this county, 

ai tfeover the people. Then 

ek I, wi^ieh were passed by in 

the general distribtition, will not soon ha vis 
the Bible. Then, as 'heretofore, no effort 
will be made to tend here one of those 
wiiiged messengers, which have so blessed 
other portions of our country. Then, as 
formerly, the monster, intemperance, will 
have nothing to impede his progress. Then, 
the house of God will cease which we ars 
beginning to erect with the ibnds which I 
have recently obtained from abroad, and 
the funds must be returned to thMr donors. 
Then J must all the Sabbath 8c1hx>1s recently 
established soon breathe their last, and the 
infant ehurclv which has just struggled into 
existetice, will pine away and die. 

WiU the tknrrhes at the East suffer ais ? 
The pressure of the times does not mate- 
rially affect the cultivators of the soil. ^ 
Where the meitthant fimls, let the farmer ex- 
pand his benevolent heftri, and the work of 
enlightening Uie daric places of our eountry 
may go oti. 



REPORTS OP MISSIONARIES. 



From Rev, 6. C. Wood, Monroe co., Mo. 

Yesterday I returned from Newark, Lew- 
is county, where I had been to organize a 
church, and hold a sacramental meeting. 
During the time I was there the weather 
was unpleasant, as it rained every day; 
yet we had a good meeting^. A church was 
formed of 13 members, which will soon be 
increased to more than 20, some 10 or 12 
members of the Presbyterian church in that 
seighborhodd not having obtained their let- 
ters of dismission from the other churches 
to whieh they beUMged. On the Sabbath 
there appeared to be a good deal of feeling 
manifested. I was sorry that my other en- 
ragements made it necessary for me to 
leave them so soon. 

Newark is at present a small village. 
The land was entered a little more. than a 
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year sioce, a|id it i»only iiiBenionilit8iBce 
the first bouse was completed ; yet. it is sui^ 
rounded by aa excellent district of land, and 
proQiises (o be a place of some importance. 
They are Tery anxious to get a minister. 
. We have another ohuich in^ the same 
county^ about 9^ miles £rQm Newark. 
These two churches would furnish an inte- 
resting field of labor for some ddToted ser- 
vant of Christ, — who, while he prays that 
the " wilderness may bud and blossom as 
the rose," manifests the sincerity of his 
prayers, by corriBspondinff efforts for theao- 
«ompUshinentof this rcGiult. 

Punng the last three months my labors 
have been principally confined to this 
church and congregation ; and yet they have 
been scattered, aa the members of my chureii 
live in different parts of the county. I hate 
three places where I preach regularly on 
the sabbath, and then have . mecttngs as 
O0en during the week as circumstances will 
Admit. I l^Lve three Bible classes indiffer* 
«nt parts of the coo^egation, and hear one 
every Sabbath evening and one on Wed- 
nesday evenings From these claases I am, 
by the blessing of God, expecting much, 
$ince they embrace many oi the ycatth in 
towns and neighborhoods where they are 
established, and are well attended, and a 
deep interest is felt ia getting the lesson^. 

On the Saturday preceding the 2d Sab- 
bath in May,- we commenced a three day's 
meeting in a neighborhood five, miles from 
Paris, where nearlyhalfof my church live, 
and wheK we have a iMnaU meeting-house 
^ nearly compl^d. Brother Coohran of 
Palmyra was with me. On the Sabbath 
Che JJotd's supper mias administered -, itwas 
a sweet ajKi sokmn season^ as it was evi- 
dent that the Great Head of the church had 
met with his people around the sacrament- 
.al board. 

On Monday oureeiigre^tion was Bot as 
Jarge as before, but yet the fiseling was much 
more general. At this meeting we received 
into our church six on professioi), and one 
by certificate. Our m^tings have since 
been interesting, and one and another has, 
from time to tirae^ beep added to the number 
of inquirers, and a number are indulging 
hopes of having passed from death unto 
life. 



THE PAR WEST. 

fVom Eev, N, B. Dodge, LUUe Osag^, 

t JBates CO., Mo, 

The eountry around this at present is 
«r6ry thinly settled, and most of the peo- 
ple have a Tery contracted view of the sup- 
port of the gospel ; of course I have not 
thought it prudent to caH on them to give 
Any thing to me for such an object, but I 
Jiaye giveoiheiKi an opportotlity' to give a 



litUe to the Society, and some few fasTe con- 
tributed. ^ 

Ministers are needed very much in the 
western part of this state. Emigration is 
urging its way very rapidly, and the coun- 
try is nllinff up very fast. If I am rightly 
informed, there are not over five Presbyte- 
rian or C3ongre£ational ministers west of 
the geographical centre of the state. Will 
you not think of us in the far West, Imd 
^end forth helpers to point the new settle- 
ments in the right course 1 



From a Missionary in Missouri. 
I am strongly inclined to remove to the 
south on account of the exceeding great 
destitution in i some^ parts thereof. My 
mind is overwhelmed when I look at the 
situation of ourtountr^r. In all this state, 
south of the Missouri river, there are, I be- 
lieve, but two Presbyterian ministers and 
one licentiate. There are very few in Ar- 
kansas, and but one in Texas. O for an 
outfhpuring of the spirit of God on the The- 
ological Seminari^ ! Surely the fiekis are 
alr^y. w hite to harvest. But is there none 
that will thrust in the sickle, and gather 
sheaves for the Lord 'J I am disposed to 
go witlK)m missionary assistance. 



P'rom Rev. J. H, Shields, Poplar Spring, 
Putnam co,. Md. . 



We had a communion in the Poplar 
Spring Church on the last Sabbath in May, 
and it was, on the whole, a good meeting. 
The Friday previous was a day of weep- 
ing, and, I trust, wrestling with Grod m 
prayer. On Saturday and the Sabbath, we 
had large, aUentive, and serious assem- 
blies, though nothing special occurred. 
There was not that evidence of the presence 
of Grod in the conviction and conversion of 
sinners that is calculated to gladden the 
pious heart. But it was on Monday, " the 
last day of the feast," that God was pleas^, 
in answer to prayer, to ^ve evidence of his 
wonder working power in breaking up the 
^reat deeps of the hearts of sinners. Then 
It was that sinners were cut to the heart, and 
made to desire the prayers of God's people. 
It was truly a sweet and solemn time. We 
felt that we were on holy ground ; that Qod 
was there. Six have b«en added to the 
church who professed to have found Christ, 
in the pardon of their sins; others it is hopea 
have found the Saviour, who are not yet 
connected with the church. 

The cause of temperance is on the ad- 
vimce; there is on that subject a redeeming 
flpirit in oiir Irnid, 
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Prom Rev. Jidius A, Reed^ Carthage and 
Warsaw, III. 

The Sunday schools are prosperous, 
both together affording instruction to, one 
hundred scholars. The superintendents 
■are efficient and interested, and I trust the 
schools will be blessed from heaven. A 
Bible class has been commenced in each 
•chunjh. 

The cause of temperance is decidedly ad- 
vancing. Thirty, probably, have joined 
the society, since we adopted the pledge of 
total abstmence. 

Our congregations are gradually increas- 
ing in numbers, and improving in regular- 
ity. The house in Warsaw, which is 22 
by 36 feet, is not, however, yet filled. Num- 
bers of the impenitent of late attend our 
prayer meetings. 

The church at Carthage is poor in this 
world's goods, and, I fear, will be unable to 
build a house this season j which, however, 
is very much needed. It requires much self- 
denial to sit for hours on the miserable seats 
in our court-house, most of which are ac- 
tually only wide rails on legs ; and this and 
other like circumstances, have kept many 
from worship. Neither church Will be able 
to contribute much towards the benevolent 
movements of the day in consec^uencc of 
poverty and the difiiculties of the times. 



Pram Rev. M. M. Post, Logansport, Irtd. 

AN AWIKENING. 

The last quarter of my missioBary year, 
passed away in the ordinary employments 
and results of the ministry. At its close 
there was nothing of special importance to 
be communicaied. Now, in maKm^, wi)ai 
is not improbably my final report as a Home 
Missionary, it is gratifying to be able to 
furnish some fresh proof that your aid to 
this congregation has not been bestowed in 
vain. There has been, for the last year^ a 
visible improvement in the size and regular 
attendance of the congregation. God was 
pleased in the winter, in some ^;ood degree, 
to revive us. He stirred up his people to 
pray with unusual earnestness and faith, 
while he disquieted the slumbering con- 
science of the sinner, and wrought in some, 
we hope, effectually unto salvation. It was 
in the customary services of a Sabbath that 
the special presence of the Holy Spirit was 
manifest. During the following week, the 
aUention of twenty or more, who had been 
regarded as indi^rent, was so fixed on the 
interests of the soul that they were willing 
publicly to express their anxiety. For 
some of th^se we have much heaviness of 
heart ; fifteen were hopefulhr added te the 
XiOid ; mne, a few weeka irom thedate of 



that hopas, with twenty others admitted at 
the same time by letter, became members of 
this church. Others^ we h<H)e, will yet wit- 
ness with them 9^ good confession', and two 
are expected to joHk another branch of the 
visible church. It it humiliating to add 
that the peculiar interest which called for 
frequent meetings, and filled them with at- 
tentive and solemn hearers, has subsided ; 
but, to the honor of divine grace it should 
be stated, that no effects but salutary have 
been apparent, and precious fruit remains 
to the joy, we cloubt not, of many hearts for 
ever. 

fiUeresting Review of seven years MissioT^ 
ary labor. 
As this congregation now esteem it a duty 
and privilege to provide, from their own re- 
sources, a competent support for their pas- 
tor, they wish to acknowledge their oblio^a- 
tion for the timely and generous aid which 
they have received from the A. H. M. S., 
and I cannot forbear adverting to some facts * 
in their history, which are evidence of this 
obligation, and which ought to be kept in 
remembrance as an excitement in us of gra- 
titude to God, and an encouragement in 
others to whom this view oThis Providence 
may be fraught with some instruction. 

Early Trials, 
Seven years ago, a young man, through 
the patronage of your Society, came to this 
place, then about two years from the un- 
broken dominion of the forest. He could 
not build on another's foundation. Two 
persons only, and these females, resided ^ 
in the county, and within a circle of twenty 
miles around Loganspert, who had been 
members of a Pwsbyterian church. No 
denomination of (l^hristians bad any organi- 
zation within these bounds. Beside the 
difiiculties common to frontier towns, there 
were some which were peculiar. The men 
of leading infiuence were enterprising and 
attentive to provide the means of education, 
but, with remarkable unanimity, indifferent 
to religious institutions; and many of them 
imbued with infidel sentiments, the legiti- 
mate growth of worldliness, voluntarily ex- 
iled from the light of the Bible, the sanc- 
tuary and society of intelligent Christians. 
The United States* Agency for the Indian 
tribes in this state was here established; and 
the mutually corrupting infiuence which 
usually attends the traffic and intercourse 
between the two races, was deplorably effec- 
tive. These difficulties were enhanced by 
the inexperience of your Missionary, and 
his want of a personal acquaintance with 
the |)eculiarities of a new country. Taking 
lodgings at an inn kept by a Universal ist, 
the only place where for a year he could find 
a home, not unfirequently himself making 
the fire, and ringing the tchool-hottse bell to 
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collect wi audience, and withal, aoft a stran- 
ger to the misgivings of a young minister 
without chrisuaa counsd, or marts that 
sympathize with the troth, and uphold andj 
cheer with the countenance of prayer, whiie 
he addresses, what nevertheless is his con> 
gregation,^-he may with truth say that he 
was with this people " in weakness, and in 
fear, and in muoh trembling." The first ^ear | 
proved very sickly, such as has not since \ 
oeen experienced, and he sMTered with.many ; 
Athera, first, a course ofthe biltous remittent, { 
and then a long aeclimating pcocess of 
ague. 

Adventures. 

In attempting to penetrate ten mile? into 
the wilderness, onacold day in January, to 
acquaint a family with the proposed meet- 
ing to organize a. church', he mistook a snow 
path which gradually diverged from his 
intended course, till at night he found him- 
self on an Indian trail, and at the eneamp- 
ment of a hunting party. In seeking to re- 
turn, he.lost his way, and was compelled at 
length to stop and spend what remained of 
the nisbt over the embers which the Indians 
had abandoned, and then with much toil 
and bewilderment he reached the place 
whence he set out, after an absence of about 
24 hours. He might continue this detail 
of personal , !' incidents by fiood" as well as 
forest, and tell of hairbreadth eseapes, 
whan, not well acquainted with, the coun- 
tr]^, he attempted to ford streams which the 
rains had rendered impassable ; and then, 
fill a chapter with adventures of A-some- 
wbat later date, in which his wile was an 
interested spectator, and bore a conspicuous 
mrt ; and tlie first scene <ff which would be 
laid in travelling from Lake Erie, by the 
way ofthe Maumea, in French horse carts, 
4>x wagons, or pirogues, prop^eUed by Cana- 
diaa muscles, sind anon, floating themselves 
and baggage alone, down the then wild and 
solitary banks of the Wabash— the husband 
sometimes lifting the little craft with its pre- 
cious freight, late at night, over rapids and 
fish dams, till they reached, at length, this 
their destined paint. The difiiculties< which 
have been encountered on this route by some 
of the Society's pioneers, will soon have 
only a legendary existence. In a few years, 
they will come with an air of romance to 
the ear of the easy traveller, who, with every | 
circumstance of comfort, shall pass tbrouffn 
the fertile and populous country lining ue 
canal now opening through the valley of 
the Wabash, to connect the waters of the 
Lakes with the Mississippi. But the wri- 
ter forbears,— not thinking that any strange 
thing has happened unto him, nor any thing 
aven that merits a |:dace on the same page 
with what hat occurred in the experience of 
^others, and only narrating th^e incidents 



that he might afford a glimpse of what, 
with a^ liule variation, is common to mis- 
sionary life in the new settlements. 

HesuUs. 

It is six ypars now, since a Uttic band of 
Christ's disciples Were here constituted a 
Presbyterian church. During the summer 
of 1831, the influence ofthe Holy Spirit was 
especially manifest inthccongregaiion, arid 
resulted m the addition of eleven from the 
world . The growth ofthe church has been 
steady and uninterrupted, though it is great- 
ly to be lamental that it has been no larger. 
In an early day the discouragements were 
very great, and the prospects generally pro- 
noun^ gloomy. In all 38 only have been 
admitted on examination. The whole ndm- 
ber received is 155 j ^ have been dismissed 
to aid in forming two neighboring churcheis ; 
and there are now in communion 117. For- 
ty-six infants, and eight adults have been 
baptizwi. In 1831, thecocinty was explored 
by your missionary, and the destitute sup- 
plied with the Bible. Several thousand pages 
of tracts have been distributed. Two Bible 
classes have been formed, one of which is 
now in the bounds of another congregation, 
the other still meets weekly. Six Sabbath 
schools have been organiz6d^-three have 
had respectable libraries, and have beefn sus- 
tained, wit^ little interruptioui for several 
years. The school in town numbers from 
100 to 125 scholars. No other denomina- 
tion has attempted one within the county. 
A temperance society was early establish- 
ed, which has now -SloO members, and meets 
evtrytwo months to hear a written address. 
The monthly concert is observed, and a 
collection for foreign missions tak^ up. 
A weekly female prayer meeting has been 
sustained for some years, and more recently 
a sewing society for benevolent purposes. 
This church has been poor^ and is now very 
far from being wealthy, compared even 
with others in a new country, and they 
have hitherto derived Uttle benefit from tw 
worldly thrifl of citizens, in the vicinity. 
Aside from eieht or nine hundred dollars 
expended on a house of worship, they have 
contributed to different benevolent societies 
an aggregate of $300, and in addition, they 
lately gave your agent for this state STB. as 
the first fruUs of their gratitude for that 

Erompt and liberal akl, without which the 
lessings of a settled ministry over them 
might have been long retarded. I w^s in- 
stalled pastor of the congregation in town 
last week. Since my resictence here, the 
population of Logansport has increased 
from less than 300 to about 2000, and the 
prospect ofthe eontinuanoe of its tetoporsi 
prosperity is undiminished. The church 
ibnned six miles distant, by members from 
this, has, invited a yooog brother firom 
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Obib, who is daily expected to takd ebiirge 
of them. 

Vakddctoiy remarks. 

I close this review with mingled emo- 
tions^with gtatilude to God for what He 
has wrought, . with humility that I hare 
attempted so little, and with lively senai- 
biUty in view of the sundering of tnat rela^ 
tion which, from the commencement oimy 
ministry, it has been my privilege to sustain 
to the American Home Miasionary Society. 
May God give you light in this day of 
clowi^ and darkness^ and grace to do and to 
bear as will best speed tfanB truly Christian 
and patriotic cause w^ch you serve. 



tVow. Rev. David S» Todj HinkstownjKy. 

This cpngregation is situated in a neigh- 
borhood where we have a great many diffi- 
culties to contend with. Previously to con- 
stituting the church, the ground had been 
occupied by Campbellite teachers ; conse^ 
quently we have had to meet obstacles of ho 
ordinary nature, to take a stand not only 
against the vices which are generally pre- 
valent in such neighborhoods, but also to 
meet opposition, prejudice and misapprehen- 
sion, m all their various forma. 

We have had during thd winter an inte- 
resting singing society, which has had a 
very happy eflfed on the young people, not 
only in improving their roices, and render- 
ing solemn their minds, but I hope also in 
b^tering tli^ hearts. Some of them can! 
now sing with the spirit as well aswith the 
understanding. Since its commencement 
they have been mucK mote attentive to the 
regular m e An s of grace. 

We have a Bible class of from twenty to 
twenty-five pnpils, and theprosnect for its 
enlargement is flattering. We nave a tem- 
perance society of between ninety and one 
hundred members. This has met with con- 
siderable opposition ; but from the nranner 
in which it is operating on society, the salu- 
tary effect it is producing in the neighbor- 
hood, and the rapidity with which its num- 
bers have been increased, we may look on 
it as one of the channels through which 
blessing^ will flow to our church and neigh- 
borhood. 

Theprbspectsat present are fkr more en- 
couraging than at the commencement of the 
year. The congregations have become un- 
usually large ; sometimes not more than half 
can be seated in the house. There isan in- 
terest, an anxiety manifested, from which I 
hope that God, in mercy, is drawing near. 
The ease with which I have lately been ena- 
bled to preach, the eagerness to hear,, the at- 
tention and seriousness under preaehm^, 
havecauseld some of the brethren tO' begm 



to expect a revrVaJl, and we oeeasjonally 
hear of one struggling with the burden of 
sin, or passing from death unto life. Wfe 
entertain the nope that the cloud, though 
" like a man's hand," ^^y^ be ssen, and that 
abundance of rain is near. 



MCHIGAN. 

Pntm a Missionary Btpori* 

When the judgments of heaven are abroad 
in the earth, the people should learn righ- 
teousness. The backwardness of the season^ 
the scarcity of provisions, the st^te of the 
money market, and the stagnation of busi- 
ness, all combined, seem to throw a cloud of 
^loom over the public mind> and it appears 
impossible to fix the attentioti on the concerns 
of the soul. We regret this stat^ of feeling, 
yet it is what perhaps might be expected. 

Provisions here cannot be procured with- 
out cash, and not a few in my church and 
congregation, have been compelled to live 
not only for days, but weeks,, without but- 
ter, cheese, or any kind of meat, because they 
had not, and could not get cash to purchase 
these articles ; yet these men, some of them* 
at least, are of the first respectability, and' 
will probably soon be in easy circumstan- 
ces. This uni versal pressure, presses hard 
upon your missionary ; for, those who had 
subscribed toward his support, are unable to- 
pay their subeeriptions; 1 have been able 
to seciure bread and meat ibr my family 
with my draft on your Spciety j^^ otherwise 
we must have suffered greatly. 



Prtm Rbv.C. a. Claaig, JTs&fer, Mck. 

In flaking my first »cport under your 
new commission, I deem it proper- Briefly 
to advert to the state of religious fceKng' 
amonjgus the last year.- It was a yearo^ 
peculiar interest. Nine individuals united 
with owr church by profession of faith ; and 
two or three others obtained hope of an inte- 
rest in the precious Redeemer. During ther 
entire year, some of the church were unu- 
sually anxious for the prosperity of Zioh: 
but no general revival was enjoyed. 

At the opening of the present year, mr 
own mind was peculiarly impressed witW 
the importance of more vigorous effort ta 
wake up a lirelier feeling in the church— tr 
save sinners. Accordingly, on the 21sC 
Match we commenced a protracted meetinn^. 
In the beginning:, we had the aid of bro- 
ther Kanousc 6i \joAi, orilY. He the© !«ft 
us, and brother Wead of Ypsil«mti,came te 
our assistance; 

The Lord has given us a blessed meeting, 
Thoueh the people hiive UteraUf wsded^ 
tfarou^ the nrnd. 3^ the meetbig wa** 
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fill!. Many hKYe been ^awakened, mofe 
than sixty publicly expressed anxiety on 
the subject of salvation^ and more than for^ 
tyhave in like manner declared their inten- 
tioa to live for God in future. A few of 
these were hoping before the meeting com- 
menced. How many of this number are 
really on the Lord's side, time must disclose. 

But the Lord has wrought wondrously, 
and to his name be all the glory. In mv 
next report, I hope to give you more den- 
nitQ information, and still more cheering 19- 
suits. 

Our Sabbath school hascontimied through 
the winter— but in consequence of the pre- 
valence of whooping cough, has been smal- 
ler than usual. The cause of total absti- 
nence from all intoxicating drink is moving 
forward, but rather slowly. 

About the first of February, J spent a 
few days in UnadiUa, 16 miles west of this 
place, endeavoring to excite an interest on 
the subject of salvation. I organized a 
small church, and lefl some souls inquiring 
the way to ^ioo. I have since he^^xl that 



a number of conversions have taken place. 
They need a minister. 

[A subsequent report contains the follow- 
ing additional statements.] 

Twenty-eight have already united with 
this church by profession. Two mo^ h»ve 
been accept^ by the ses&ion, \^ho have 
been hindered from taking the vows of God 
upon them by their relatives. Perhaps ten or 
twelve more are hoping in Chnst, who 
have not presented themselves for admiasiott 
into any church. Nine family altars have 
been set np — and a lar|?e accession made to 
the Sabbath school. A number of the sis- 
ters in the church have had their husbands 
given them anew by the grace of God, The 
influence of the meeting has been most 
hap^y upon the church ; and the savor of it 
is still sweel. Some are stiU inquiring. I 
have labored with this little band ever since 
they Were organized into a church — indeed 
I organized tne church — but I have never 
known so desirable a state of feeling ampng 
them. 



AUXILIARY SOCIETIES, 



MAINE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

The Maine Missionary Society held its 
thirteenth anniversary at North. Yarmouth, 
on the 28th June. The following abstract 
is taken from the Report. 

Amonml of Labor and BesuUs. 

There have been in the employmei^ of 
the Society, during the year past, 90 mis- 
sionaries, some for a longer and others for 
a shorter period; the sum of whose labors 
is ^ years. They have supplied, for a por- 
tion of the time, about 150 places. 15 of 
the missionaries have taken the pastoral 
charge of churches, during the time of their 
labors ; and all these, except two, are in fee- 
ble establishments, which are under the 
patronage of this Society. Five of the mis- 
sionaries are now under a call, and two of 
them are in.churches where the gospe\ is 
supported without tlte aid of charity. The 
domffs of God have not been so manifest iii 
the^murches ; the success, under the labors 
that have been furnished, not so marked, 
as in some years that are past ; and yet, in 
severai traces, there are very cheering re- 
sults. About 250 hopeful converts are re- 
ported, a little more than half of whom 
nave been admitted to the churches. Sab- 
bath sobooland Bible class instruction hava 
besaattttided to with unabating interest; 



and efforta made in the temperanee eauset 
with various success, in aU places w^e 
there are missiocary labors. Looking at 
tboorder of. the churches, their union aac) 
harmony, and in some instances, their -ip- 
creaae in numbers and strength, we have 
reason to acknowledge with gratitude the 
smiles of heaven, the tokens of divine fii- 
vor, upon labors among the feeble and des- 
titute *, and to record with encouvagemeni 
and hope ; " Hitherto hath the Lord helped 
usl» . 

State of the Treasmy^ 

This is tbe darkest feature of the picture. 
But it is hoped that the charities of this 
meeting will throw, some cheering rays of 
light upon the subject. At the auditing of 
the accounts at the last anniversary, there 
was the sum of S733 77$ in the t^easu- 
ly. The income of the present year, inclu- 
ding that balance,, and $2000 hired in Jan- 
uary last, amounts to $11,172 40. The 
expenditures of the year, including the- 
payment of the $2000 hired, and $^ to 
be vested in a permanent fund, is $11,038 
89 ; leaving a balance in the treasury, at 
the disposal of the Society, of $133 SL 
And there are now due to missionaries, 
for labors up to this time, about $4000, 
If what is sent in at this meeting, and 
what is contributed on this occasion,, should 
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jneet Hm deiMt» it would be.a madced and 
^[>eculiar effort in &ivor of this institution, 
and a call for ^p^itude to charitable donors, 
and still more for devout thanksgivings to 
-God, who has given them the means and 
the disposition to carry forward his designs 
of mercy. 

Future Operations and Prospect. 

As to the extent of their foture operations 
the trustees must be governed by the means 
■furnished them by the friends of missions. 
The^ are only almonds of this Christian 
public, and can bestow no more than they 
receive. They would willingly labor in 
^ this ciuse, would rejoice to be able to'f\il«- 
nish all needed help to eVery^fefebW church, 
and to every waste-pliwe, thitwghoul our 
Bartended commonwealth. And the pros- 
pect of success, in efforts of this kind, was 
tiever more promising. The fields were 
never more white to the harvest. And the 
calls for aid, never more loud and pressing. 
With siifficient means, under the blessing 
of heaven, all the feeble might be strength- 
ened, Zion enlarged and refreshed, and the 
voice of gladness be heard, throughout all 
our hills and valleys and forests. The 
grateful exclamation would be reiterated ; 
" How beautiful, upon the mountains, are 
the feet of him that bringcth ^ood tidings, 
that publisheth peace, that bringeth g:ood 
tidings of good, that publisheth salvation, 
that saith unto Zion, thy God reigneth." 

- From a notice in the Christian Mirror, we 
perceive that srrang«nents have been made 
by which the drafts of the Missionaries in 
that state are to be met. The edftorial de- 
partment of thai paper, referring to some par- 
ticulars in the Report, remarks as follows, 
viz: — 

"When our religious (Community read such 
results of Home Missionary efforts, as those 
communicated from Lewiston Falls, and 
Scarborough, they can hardly want a motive 
to sustain this holy enterprise. That at Scar- 
borough, indeed, is an old church, but a few 
years ago it was languishing and apparent- 
ly going to decay ; but through tne aid of 
the Missionary Society and God's blessing 
i^n the labors of its minister, it has re- 
vived, and been gaining; strength, and is be- 
ginning to repay the kindness which it has 
received- That at Lewiston Falls is lite- 
ndly, 

" A Kttltt ipot eBchwed by fraee 
Out of tbif world's wido wilderness." 

"It is naturally a lovely and romantic spot, 
and must prove the centre of a numerous 
population, in consequence of its natural 
advantages, possessing an almost incalcu- 
lable amount of water-power, which is be- 
VOL. X. 9 



ginning to betiBoaployed for manufacturiip^ 
purposes. But if we go back a very few 
years, there, was then no church of Christ 
there — certainly none of our denomination. 
And there might have been none till this 
day, but for the existence of the Maine Mis- 
sionary Society. With the progress of the 
church, has sprung up a valuable literary 
institution, and the^r combined li^ht and in- 
fluence, are iull of the most auspicious pro- 
mise. How changed the condition of that 
place ! How different from what it would 
now be, had a church never been ga^her^, 
and th» ministry nevdv established there 1" 



THE WESTERN AGENCY Ft)R 
THE STATE OF NEW-YORK. 

General Principles. 
To satisfy inquiries that are often ma^e, 
and for the information of churches in Wes- 
tern New-York, it has been deemed impor- 
tant to mention some of the principles or 
rules by which the Board is governed, in 
reference to churches asking aid, to the Mis- 
sionaries for whom commissions are asked, 
and the appropriation of funds committed 
to them. ■ f 

MissioTuirg Churches, 
The Board require satisfactory testimo^ 
nials that the church asking aid is needy— 
that the church is really needed in theplace; 
that the prospect is fair of ultimately ga- 
thering a congregation that will sustain the 
ordinances of the gospel — and that the sum 
asked is the smafiest sum that will secure 
their minister. The Board aim to assist 
only those churches that cannot sustain the 

fospel without help. They wish to be ena- 
^ led to say, when enumerating the churches 
aided, " m all these churches the gospel 
would not have been statedly preached but 
for the missionary aid granted th^^.'' 

H^siottaries. 

Satisfactory testimonials are required that 
the minister for whom aid is a^kcd is in 
good ecclesiastical standing — of fair repu- 
tation — that he is the choice of the people 
among whom he labors — and that he haa 
efficiency, talents and education, that will 
render him useful. . (Quarterly reports are 
also required from every Missiouary, con- 
taining infbrmation that determines his 
qualifications for a Missionary ; and afler a 
suitable trial, if little or no good results 
from his labors, the Board think themselves 
bound to decline further appropriations of 
aid in his support. 

There is generally entire unanimity in 
the final result of each application. Where 
it is otherwise, the apj^ication is deferred 
until increased light or information lead to 
a unanimous decision. They keep aloof 
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from denominational or party eonaideira- 
tion^. They aid Presbrterian and Con- 
gregational churdiea with equal cheerful- 
ness. Did they act otherwise, they would 
split into many parts a Society which is 
uniting the energies and piety of the Pres- 
byterian and Congregational churches. 

When, therefore, an application is not 
granted, it is, commonly, because the Board 
are of opinion that the church is not suffi- 
ciently needy— or that there is no feur pros- 
pect of building up a congregation— or that 
the Missionary for whom aid is asked is 
nbt of suitable character or efliciency . 

AppropriatioTis. 
' The Board are averse to large impropria- 
tions. Their rule is to give the snwiHest 
sum that will enable a people to secure their 
minister. As a general rule, if a church is 
unable to sustain a Missionary with $100 
aid, they are of opinion that the church had 
better unite with a neighboring ehurch in 
the support of a minister. Theexceptions 
to this rule are, when ai(} is asked for some 
important place where there is a prospect of 
aoon buildmg up an efficient congregation ; 
or for some re^n of peculiar moral desti* 
tution ; and although by this rule some con- 
gregations are not built up as rapidly as 
they would be if they enjoyed all the servi- 
ces of a Missionary, yet with the same ex- 
pense, a greater number of congregations 
are aided, and it is believed the interests of 
Home Missions are more generally promo- 
ted. 

When, therefore, churches apply for more 
than SlOO, and their application is not 
granted, the above is the rule that has influ- 
enced the Board to deny them aid. 

The Board adopt the principle that they 
ought not to aid a church or Missidnary, 
that they would not be willing to aid by 
their own individual contributions. And as 
nearly half the sum expended on the West- 
em Agency is contributed by the men who 
compose tne Board, it may be said that the 
Board sustain, by their own contributions, 
nearly half the missionary churches in 
Western New- York. This insures a judi- 
cious management of the funds committed 
to them— for it cannot be sujf^sed, that 
they would vote aw^y their own donations, 
without care whether their donations ac- 
complish good or hurt. 



CENTRAL AQENCy FOR THE 

STATE OP NEW-YORK. 

Remarks on the usefulness of the A. ff. M, S. 

The necessity of the Hoine Missionary 
enterprise was never ao evident in this re- 
gion as, at present, and its importance 
was never more deeply felt. A single word, 
DESOLATION, would navQ described the con- 



cB^on of •cx>Mi of our churches, bad it m* 
been for the sustaining iniuenoe of this So- 
ciety. The tide of woHdlip specuUtim^, 
which has for years been rolling through 
our great thoroughfares,— keeping our ca- 
nals, and rivers, and lakes in foaming agi- 
tation, — raging in our cities and large villa- 
ges, and driving hundreds of thousands of 
our citizens through the forests and over the 
prairies of the wide West, has never before 
spreeul its influence so powerfully over the 
mass of our churches, as the past year. 
We have folt it before ^ but now the {Hilars 
of our Zion are trerobhng and falling under 
its crushing weight.; We will notice it only 
ainder £bsingle aapecjt* Almost.every com- 
munication from our Missionaries and 
churches has recognised the prostrating ef- 
fects of emigration. A Vast amount of pro- 
perty, talent, personal influence, andprofesr 
sed piety, have been borne away firom our 
churches by this means. The chiitches 
under our patronage have dismis^ not far 
from 500 members, principally by emigra- 
tion to the western valley withm Iz months, 
enough to form 10 churches with an ave- 
rs^ number greater than those they have 
leS. And what is peculiarly important to 
the West, and disastrous to us, the emi- 
grants generally have been from the most 
enterprising class of church members. Se^ 
veral of our congregations, which before 
could not raise more than $300 annually to 
support the gospel, have lost on their sub* 
scription from $50 to more than $100 ; and 
though the churdies have reeeived neatly 
as many membeni as they haive dismissed, 
but few of them have increased in number 
orpeoiniary strength; most of them have 
diminished, and three or four have lost their 
visibility. Our labor the past year has been 
in a peculiar degree, ^ to strengthen the 
things which remain, that are ready to die." • 
Were we sure that all our beloved bre- 
thren and sisters, who have bidden Uff adieu, 
had carried with them their Christian pro- 
fession, their piety and their love of souls, 
among the crowds who are thronging those 
fertile regions, and there, with the wisdom 
which is from above, were laboring to es- 
tablish and sustain the Redeemer^ cause, 
we would not only follow them with our 
prayers, as we now do, but thank Grod for 
taking them. Yes, gladly would we send 
beyond the mountains our annual recruit of 
500, with more diligent hands, wiser heads 
and warmer hearts, to aid our western 
brethren in driving from their entrench- 
ments the Papal beast and the Father of 
lies. Many, who have already gone, we 
doubt not, will be vastly more useful there 
than they could be here ; and we shall be 
grieved to learn that any have become the 
^sciples of Demas, " who loved this pre- 
sent world," and. for thesakeof " gain," left 
the service of Cnrist. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1837.] 



THE HOME MISWOWAar 
MIS€EL L ANEOUS 



67 



A PROPOSITION TO THE EXSCIND- 
ED CHURCHES. 

Itk auatterof p«kiM Botorietjr, that the 
majority of the late General Assembly re- 
eommeuded that the operations of the Ameri* 
can Home Missionary Society cease within 
the Presbyterian Chuirefa ; and also voted to 
exclude from the denomination, the minis- 
ters and churches of four Synods, and, vir- 
tually, the ministers and churches of another 
Presbytery. These transactions have filled 
many hearts with amazement and anguish. 
After the first burst of suTprise, the question 
arises, what is to be done 1 What attitude 
does it become the injured bodies to assume 7 
Peradventure, in their sense of the wrong 
which has been inflicted on ihem, some may 
have conceived feelings of resentment, and 
taken eonns^ of their human naturt, as to 
the most efiectual way of expressing it. 

But we propose a more excellent way. £»et 
U8 rehm^ good for oyiL Let the exscinded 
churches requite the act of the late Assembly 
byraising the current year, fifty THocsANn 

MUJiaS TO SUSTAIN TBS OOSPXL IN DB8TI- 
TY7TX aAd FEKBLB PBBSBTTBaiAN CONOBKOA- 

TiONs, and let the A. H. M. S. do its share 
of the work by employing its agencies in the 
collection and disbursement of the amount, 
and in sending forth the requisite Missiona- 
ries to break to the needy the bread of li&. 

IT IS NEEDED. 

The present pressure in the conunercial 
world is doing a painful work among poor 
ministers and feeble churches. Never was 
Home Missionuy aid more necessary, or 
more difficult to be obtained than it is this 
year. It is feared that the spirit that conld 
thus attempt to alienate so large a portion 
of the church from ourconunnnioD, and pro- 



scribe some of the mostosefiil of out benevo- 
lent institutions, will not be found eminentn 
ly liberal m contributions for the needy. 

XT CAN BS KAMBD. 

Th«» are iipwards of 50,000 commumcant^ 
in coiui^on with the ejected churches. Lel^ 
each contribute two cents per week^ and the 
ofcjeet is attained. This amounts to twenty- 
Jive cents a quarter, oronedoUar in the year ; 
making for the whole of the above mention- 
ed churches J\fly thousand doUars, What a 
noble expression of feeling would tliis be to- 
wards the denomination, a majority of whose 
delegates have inflicdBd the injury alluded to 2 

No doubt c^n be entertained that this 
measure is praeticabia Let it be submitted 
to the churches, in connexion with the urgent 
claims of our new settlements for niusooiiary 
aid, and we doubt not every Christian will re- 
spond by furnislnng his share of the requi- 
site amoin^t. The deficiencies which will 
unavoidably occur, owing to the difficulty of 
calling universal attention to the enterprise, 
will be amply compensated by the ability of 
many to give their $100, S50, or $10, instead 
of their proporti(» of two cents per week. 

We therefore propose to the ministers and 
members of the injured churches, and to all 
others who sympathize with them, and with 
the Home Missionary cause, to take imme- 
diate measures to carry this simple— this ne- 
cessary— this Christian measure ipto ^ect ; 
and to do it, without waiting for the visit of 
an agent, and as far as practicable, make 
the collection at onoe. And let eacji .mite 
thus cast into the treasury of the Lord, be 
accompanied with prayer, that God will 
visit all the churches with the influences 
of his Holy Spirit 



AppoinlmeTUs by the Executive Committee of the A. H. M. S.^ from June Ibth f# 

Julyl5a,\8Zl. 



Re-apppintments. 

Rev. N. Patterion, Chrittimna, DeL 
Hev. J. &. Moserf Carbondale, P«. 
B.eT. J. J. Graff, West Chester, Pa. 
Eev. J. H. Smaltz, Ger. Ret Cb., Trenton, N. 1.' 
Rev. W. Ramsay, Cedar-aL Ch., Philadelplua. 
Rot. J. H. Bernheim, £v. Luth. Ch., Elizabeth- 
town, Pa. 
Rev. Albert Judsoo, First Ch., Southwark, PhiL 



Rev. John Thomson, Union Ch., Mootgomaiy Co , 

Ind. 
Rev. D. B. Ruttt, Addiaon and Krwin CeMef; fi* Y. 
Rav. John XQaae« Moriches, L. I, 
Rev. L. H. Van Dyck, Caiso, N. Y. 
Rev. J. W. Eastmaa, Rocky Spring, Hifhhuid 

Co., a. 
Rev. Seymour Thompsoa^ Spriiif port and Cohoe- 

ton, N.Y. 
Rev. L . P. Jud«<M), Stafford, N. Y. 



Digitized by 



Google 



68 



THE HOME MldSIONART. 



Eer. Moiei J«<lr«U, CtroUue ud 8#eoBd Ch^ 

Newark, N,Y. 
Rev. David K. Gaily, Perry, N. Y. 
Rev. Egbert Roosa, Weill and Columbia, N. Y. 
Rev. D. a Mone, B ichford, N. Y. 
Rev. J. S. Emery, Carroll, N. Y. 
Rev. /ohn Gray, Catlin, N. Y. 
Rev. Edmund IngaHs, Colden, N. Y. 
Rev. R. Dunning, MUlville^ N. Y. 
Rev. John T. Baldwin, Howard, N. Y. 
Rev. John Crawfonl, Coal Creek, Fonsteiae Co., 

Ind. 
Rev. T. P, Hunt, AfHcan Ch., Newark, N. J. 



Rev.'S. W.'RoM, fi^er. Licking Co., O. 
Rev. J. C. Campbell, New-Providence Ch., Ind. 

Not in OodmUtion Uut ftat. 
Rev. Peleg R. Eimme, Marathon, N. Y. 
Rev. J. W. Dale, 13th Cb., Phil. 
Rev. Robert tjlald well, Centre vilto and El Bethel 

Ck».,Ala. 
Rev. A. 8. Allen, New-Hudson, N. Y. 
Rev. P. Smith, PortagevUle, N. Y. 
Rev. J. B. WUson, Stockton, N. Y. 

Rev. Rankin, Pisffah Ch., Ind. 

Rev* Aaron Judeon, Weat Troy, N. Y. 



T%e TVeasurer of the American Home Missionary Society acknowledged the receipt of 
the following sumSj from June Ibth to July \bth^ 1837. 



MASSACHUSETTS^ 

Amherat, John Borland, $S5 00 

CONNECTICUT— 
Durham, Rev. D. Smith, D. D., 3 00 

Fairfield Co., H^ M. S., by G. St. John, 

Tr., viz. : Norwalk Firat CongU Ch., 135 91 
Haclford, Rev« Jonathan Brace, Jon., 
cTm., 30 00 

Litchfield Co., D. M.S., vfzl : New-Milford 

CongU Soc., by D. Marah, 82 SK> 

New-Haven, Centre Sab. Sch.Mlu. Assoc., 

by Miss Daggett, Tr., of which |30 is 

oo oenst. Dn Kane a L. M., £0 00 

Stuthport, O. H. Perry, 5 00 

fitonington, Fem. Aux., $16 : Juvenile Soc., 

5, by Miss Sheffield, SI 00 

NEW-YORK^ 
Brooklyn, Second Presb. Ch., by H. Young, 

94} Friend, 60, 04 00 

Kellof nville, C. Kellogg, 4 00 

Wew-York City, viz. : 
BUtektr-H. Ch,, X AspinwaU, 90 ; G. S. 

R., 25; S. M. Chester, 5 ; J. P. Tappan, 

8; C. Starr, 5; A. Smith, 5; D. Re- 

nond, 1, 69 00 

Botoery Ok., E. L Darrow, 5 ; W. A. &. J. 

Bull, 5r 14) 00 

JDua%e-tt. Oh,, David Lee, 25: Edward 

Field, 90, 45 00 

FirH Fre§ Oh., Coll. in part, ^ 40 80 

JUnght-sL Oh., A. Wetmore, 25 00 

Mercer-st. Oh., G. R. Ives, 30 ; C. Butler, 

Esq., to consL Medad Butler, of Stuy ve- 

aant, a L. M., 50 ; A. Bigelow, Jun., 15; 

T. S. Nelson, 100. 195 00 

Legacy of the late Isaao Brewster, in part, 

b^ A. Fisher, Ex., 200 00 

Dying bequest of Mrs. Caroline Averill, by 

the hand of her husband, AugustiJie 

Averill, 50 00 

Mrs. J. M'Comb, 20; Miss Mary M<Comb, 

10; Miss Matilda M'Comb, 10, by John 
' M'Comb, Esq., 40 00 

Oyster Ponds, L. I., Presb. Ch., to const 

Rev. Smith P. Gammase a L. M., 31 43 

Readout, Mon. Con. Coll., by T. Young, 15 00 
Yorktown, Congl. Ch. Fem. Benev. Soc., 

15 25; Sob., 45 00, 60 34 

NEW-JERSEY— 
Westfield, Presb. Ch., in part of coll., by 

Rev. J. M. Hunting. 9 00 

PENNSYLVANIA— 
Carbondale, Maternal Assoc, by Rev. J. 

R. Moser, 10 ; S. Hodgdon, Eeq., 5, IS 00 
Leacock, James Johnson, 20 00 

Marple,Pa., Presb.Ch., James Hunter, Esq., 5 00 
Philadelphia, viz.: 

FirH Pr«$b. Oh., CM. in part, 305 00 

Fijih Presb. Oh., in part, 929 78 

Sowthwmrk, Fir»tPrtb. Oh., 75 00 

PAttsnUe,PrMb.Ch.,byRev,J.M'Cool, 40 00 



Reading, Pa. J«v. Miia. Soc, by H. 
Darling, Tr., '$5 00 

West Clie»ter, Presb. Ch., 104 88 

DELAWARE— 

Pencadir, Presb. Ch., Coll., 27 50 

MARYLAND— 

Elkton, Presb. Ch» Frisby Hendetaon, 
Esq., 20 00 

ALABAMA— 

Huntsville^ J. R. Maltbie, Esq., by J. 



Nitchie, 
ILLINOIS— 

Pa^sout by Rev. D. Blelaon, 

Friend to Missions, 

W. C. R., 

Widow's mite, 
HOME MISSIONARY* 



50 00 

40 00 
10 00 
10 00 
500 
20 05 



•2994 10 
KNOWLES TAYLOR, Treasurer. 



RectipU of the Wettem Agency at Geneva, N. 1% 
Jrom May 1st toJidy llih, 1837. 
Anburii, a Member of the First Ch., 50 ; 

others, 110, 160 00 

Aurora, 7 00 

Buffalo, H. R. Seymour, in part, to sustain 

a Missionary, 50 00 

Cayuga Bridge, Loring Willard, 10 00 

Colden, 3. 25 

Elba, Ladies' Society, by Mrs. A. A. Petti- 
bone, 10 00 
East Bloomfield, Ladies, in part, 28 08 
Geneva, First Ch., 50 12 
Hopewell, Ladies' Miss. Soc, 7 50; Gent 

Miss. Soc, 12 25, 19 7S 

Livonia, Evan. Soc, 70 ; others, 5, 75 00 

Lockport, Ladies, 45 00 

Ludlowville, 63 50 

Millport, 5 00 

New-Hudson, 5 00 

Orangeville, by C. J. Hill, 5 50 

Peruville, 5 00 

Piko, Fem. Miss. Soc, by W. J. WUeoz, 10 00 
Portland, by L. Clark, 20 00 

Rochester, First Ch., E. Ely, to sustain a 

Missionary^ 100 00 

Brick Ch., A. Hubbard, in full, to sus- 
tain a Miiaioaary, 75; H. Lyon, in 
part, to sustain a MisAonary) 50; 
others, 28 50, 153 50 

Rose, 5 00 

Sodus, Ladiet, 6; others, 15 50, 91 SO 

Vienna, 31 95 



West Bloomfield, Cong., in part. 
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AMERICAN PASTOR'S JOURNAL, 

OR, 

SKETCHES OF IJLRLT CHARACTERS, CONYeRSATtDlf S, AND STRIKING FACTS, FURNISREO 
CHIEFLY BY CLERGYMEIT. 



TH£ BAPTISM OF A UNIVER8ALKST ON ▲ 

DYING BED. 

(Paraiflied bjr It MiMionuy.] 

T\ro or three weeks ago, just as I 
liad elosed the second senriees oi the 
Sftbbatfay I was sent for to go and bap- 

tixe ^Squire L , a man of uncomiaon 

native talents, of extensive influence 
as a citizen, and long . signalized as a 
champion of Universalism. I had seen 
hkm once before within the year. He 
was at the distance of seven miles 
from me. He had now beensick eight 
or nine weeks, with a disease of the 
heart. His mind was clear, and his 
longs-Strongj so that he could converse 
as well as if he had been in health. 
He had been visited often during his 
sickness by two or three Christian 
neighbors, who had prayed for and 
with him, and who conversed with 
hkn, not about theories and specula- 
tive dogmas: but taking the Bible 
alone for their authority, they held up 
to view the Christian character, and 
Ihe necessity of preparation to meet 
Qod. This led hun to consideration. 
He began to see that he had come hi 
fihort of the demands of God's law, 
^^ which, if a man do, he shall live in 
them," and that he had aggravated 
his guilt by rejecting Christ. The 
distress of his awakened conscience 
for a time surpassed the heavy an- 
guish of his booily disease. But 
soon a change occurred, and '' all 
things'' to him " became new." There 
was one command yet to be obeyed. 
He had not been baptized. 

I went immediately, according to 
his request, and said to him, in the 
words of Philip to the Eunuch, " if 
thou believest with all thy heart, thou 
may est" be bi^ptized. The house was 
throngedu with persons of every nge 
and of every creed. And all g^ve a 



fixed and solemn attention, while, for 
the space of an hour, I conversed with 
their fellow mortal, now near his end, 
and of whose recovery no hopes were 
entertained. 

I found satisfactory evidence that he 
had passed horn death unto life. He 
appeared to be looking now only to 
Christ, and to depend only on the 
atonement, as available to save sin- 
ners through "repentance toward God, 
and faith toward . our Lord Jesus 
Christ." He dated the change in his 
views and feelings, about ten days 
previous to the time of the interview 
m question. He no longer doubted 
the reality of a day of judgment, the 
second death, and the necessity of a 
previous preparation for deatn and 
eternity, but expressed his views fully 
and scripturally on these points. 

He spoke in affecting and decided 
terms of his former b^ef. " I wish," 
said he, " that I had never said one 
word about that doctrine, it does evil, 
and only evil. I have been bringing 
up a family of children, and, it is true, 
they are obedient for the most part ; 
but if this doctrine were true, it would 
do them no good ; but if it be false, 
it will bring them into diflSculty. Be- 

idesjj' he continued^ "a man is re- 
sponsible for his opinions ; if it be no- 
thing more than this, his neighbors 
will say, ' why, Mr. L. is a Universal- 
ist, ana if that will do for him, I will 
venture to take it ' and then, you know, 
they will live only to ' fulfil their own 
lusts.' I would give any thing if I 
could repair the injury I have done in 
this way." I asked him,what, with his. 
dying words, he would wish to charge 
his youtig firiends, his children, to do or 
to seek first? Tuminsf to them, he 
said, " O, I want you should get reli- 
gion, and be sure you get that which 
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is good. Repent and come to Christ 
There is no other way, no other name. 
Don't delay as I have done ; I have 
expected to be^an old man, 80 or 90 
years old ; but here I am, 56 years old, 
and in a few days more 1 shall be 
throngh tke scenes of psobatioh^ abA 
of time. O pre^re, prepare ! It is 
reasonable. Amidst the cares and the 
(nistle of society^ and of business, it is 
easy to rest quiet with almost any 
thing^or nothing i we turn our thoughts 
to sotnething else; but the hour of 
death is a trying hour ; nothing but 
the gospel and the grace of Christ will 
sustain you there.*' I asked him if 
he considered that there was great 
danger of self-deception in his case. 
"Yes," said he, " I know it : a sick bed 
is a poor place to repent, ^l5r sickness 
has been one means of leading me to 
consideration ; but I think it is not the 
fear of death which influences me ; ! 
think I should retain the same views 
and principles, now expressed, if I 
were to get well. O^ it is the love of 
Christ which constrains me, and! wish 
to do his will, trusting in him alone, 
to save me," And I could not refuse 
him baptism; for, **he that believeth 
and is baptized shall be siaved, and he 
that believeth not shall be damtied." 



DLSAIUiras FBOM THE SKVSNTBBNTH 

CfiNTUET. 

NO. IV. 

Labors of the Non-Comformists du- 
ring' the Plague in London, in 1666. 
One ^reat benefit the plague brought 
to the city, was, that it occasioned the 
silenced ministers more openly and 
laboriously to preach the go^el, to 
the exceeding comfort and profit of the 
eople ; insomuch, that to this day the 
reedom of preaching which this occa- 
sioned, cannot, by the daily guards of 
soldiers, nor by tne imprisonments of 
multitudes be restrained. The minis- 
ters that were silenced for non-con- 
formity, had ever since 1662 done 
their work very privately, and to a few, 
not so much through their timorous- 
ness^ as their lothness to ofiend the 
king ; and in hope still that their for- 
bearance might procure them some li- 
berty ; and through some tio^orousness 
of the people that should bear them. 



I 



And when the plagae ^prew hot, 
most of the conformable ministers fled, 
and left dieir flocks, in the time of 
their extremity : wnerenpon divers 
Bon-conformbt8 pitying the dying and 
distressed people, that had none to 
call the Impenilent tb t^poimicifc, nor 
to help men to prepare tot another 
world ; nor to comfort them in their 
terrors, when about ten thousand died 
i^ a week, resolved that no obedience 
to the laws o^ any mortal men whoso- 
ever, could justify them for neglecting 
of men's souls and bodies in such ex- 
tremities ; no more than they can jus- 
tify parents fbr fainishing enildren to 
death : and that when Christ shall say, 
" Inasmuch as ye did it not to one- of 
these, ^e did it not tome, " it will be- 
a poor excuse to say, ^ Lord, I was 
^[Nrbidden by the law." Tkereibee 
they resolved to stay with thd peq^le, 
and to go into the forsaken pulpits, 
though prohibited, and to pteach tm 
the poor people, before they died; and 
also to visit the sick, and get what re* 
lief they coulA for the poor, especially 
those that were shut up. Those that 
set upon this tvoik, were Mr. ThOBMS 
Vincent, minister in Milk-street, with 
some strangers that eame thither, after 
they were silenced. 

Mr. VinceBt remarked, speidting of 
that time, '^ It was generally observed 
am^m^st us, that God's people who 
died by the plague among the res^ 
died with such peace and comfort, as 
Christians do not ordinarily arrive 
unto, except when tiiey are called 
forth to suffer martyrdom for the tes- 
timony of Jesus Cfepist." 

Now some mimsters, (fonnerly put 
out oi their places, who did abide in 
the city, when most of Hnnisters in 
places were fled and gone from the peo- 
ple, as Well as from the disease, into 
the countries,) seeing the people 
crowd so fost into the gm^e and eter- 
nity, who seemed to cry as they went, 
for spiritual physicians ; and perceiv- 
ing tne churches to be <^>en, and pul- 
Eits to be open, and findmg pamphlets 
ung about the streets^ of '^pukntM to 
be letj^^ they judged that the law of 
(jrod and nature did not dispense with, 
but, command l^ieir preaching in pub- 
tie plaees, though the law of man (as 
it4s to be supposed in ordinary catfes) 
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did foiMd them to do it SM^rlf 
tltert hmd bten lei Iffw^ that none slwvM 
priictice pfafsie in the eity . lm« mok lU 
wore liceii«ed by the «oltege of idiy«- 
acidtif, and most of those irh^n^hire 
was the greatest need of them, should 
in the time cf the plagne have retired 
into the country, and other physicians 
irhohad as rood skill in physic, and 
no lieense, shovild hatef staid among 
the sick, none would hate jvdgod it4o 
haviebeen a breach of kw, iii 8«ich an 



exiraoi;<diBary case, toondeavoor^ bir 
their practice, though without a it 
oenae, to save the tir^st of those, who, 
by ^oad care and physic, were capable 
of a cnre^ and' they could hardly have 
feed them^eilres ftomthe gaitt of mur- 
der c^ many bodies, if fbr a nicety of 
law in such a case of necessity, they 
should have neglected to administer 
physic; the case was th^ same -^th 
the niiioensed ministers who staid, 
when so many of the licensed ones 
were gone, aoKl as the need of souls 
was greater than ^le need of bodies^ 
the sidmeat of the one being more 
universal and dangeroas than the sick- 
ness of the othf r $ and the saving or 
kaing of the soul being so far be- 
v<Htd the preaervatioii or death of the 
Dody ; 60 the obligation upon minisr 
tars was stronger, and the motive to 
ipreach, greater ; and for them to have 
mcurred the guilt of sool-murder, by 
their nealect to administer soul-physic, 
wonM have been more heinouaand 
unanswerable. That they were called 
by the Lord into public, 1 uvpooMt that 
few of any senonsness will deny, 
when the Lord did so eminently own 
them, in giving many seab of their 
ministry unto them. 

Now they are preaching, and 
every sermon was unto them, as if 
they were preaching their last Old 
time seemed now to stand at the head 



of the pulpit, with its great scythe ; 
s«ring with a hoarse voice, " Work 
vriule it ts called to day, at mght I 
will mow thee down." Grim &ath 
aeenas to stand at the side CKf the pulpit 
with its sharp arrows, saying, ^* Do 
thou shoot Gk>d's arrows, and I will 
shoot mine«" 

Now there is such a vast concourse 
of peqple in the churches where ^besa 
ministers are to be found) that they 



■cannot ti«&y limos toMoneartlM pal- 
pit^kdoors (at the {ivess, bivt are forced 
to climb over the pews to them : and 
such a ftice IS' now aacn in the as^ 
sembHes, as seldom was seen befora 
in London ; sUch eager looks, such 
open eats, such greedy attention, as if 
every word would be eaten which 
dropt from the mouths of the minis^ 
ters. 

If you ever saw a drowning man 
catch at a rc^, you may guess how 
ekgerly mahy people did catch at the 
word, when tney were ready to be 
overwhelmed hy this ovemowin^ 
scourge, which was passing through 
the city ; when death was knocking at 
so many doors, and God was crying' 
aloud by his judgments ; and mmia- 
ters were now sent to knock, cry aloud, 
and lift up their voice like a trumpet : 
then, then the people began to open 
the ear and the heart, which were mst 
shut and barred before; how did thejr 
then hearken, as for their lives, as if 
every sermon were their last, as if 
deatn stood at the door of the church, 
and would seize upon them so soon aa 
they came forth, as if the arrows which 
flew so thick in the city would striko 
them, before they could get to their 
houses. I hope not a few were bora 
again, and brought forth; a stranga 
moving there was upon the hearts of 
multitudes in the city ; and I am per-' 
suaded that many werie brOupfht over 
effectually unto a olosure with Jesus 
Christ; whereof some died by the 
plague with willingness and peace f 
others remained stedfast in God'» 
ways unto this day, but convictions, 
(I believe,) many hundreds had, if not 
thousands, and with the dog returned 
to their vomit, and with the sow, have 
wallowed again in the mire ot their 
sins. 

The ministers of God's word were 
sought for in every comer : they could 
not rest, they might not sleep ; " Ye* 
must come to my lord, he must oome 
to my lady ; come if ye love God, and 
if ye love their salvation, tarry not j 
for Qod^9 sake, minister, (say the sick 
folks.) tell us what we shall do to 
avoia Qo^b wrath ; take these bac^s, 
pay so much to such a man ; for I de- 
ceived him : give him so much, fog I 
got it of him by usury ; Imade a crafty 
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bargftki with svck a coe, redtore him 
no mucb, and desire Jbiia to forgive 
me. Divide thia bag aiooQ^ the poor, 
carry this to the hospital, pray for me 
for God's sake, good Lord forgive me," 
^. This was the dissimmatioiL of 
the people for three ov four days, 
whilst the execution was, bat after, 
when the rage was somewhat 'swaged 
then returned they to their vomit, 
worse than ever they were, Ttien, 
that they had before caused to be re« 
stored, apd given in akas, they sieek to 
recover." 

Follows a sample of the earnest 
Exhortations given at that time, 
from a Sermon by the said Mr, Ftti- 
eent, at the funeral of the Reveteitd 
Mr, Abr. Janeway. September 18, 
X6(55.-- ThA te^ct is ha. Ivii. 1. 2, 

t 
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death > 

the muiumoe oi coiuds wukju y viu »ce 
carried every hour to the grave^ speak 
a decrease of the plague ? Many thou- 
sands are fallen, and more thousands 
are like to fall ; and who of you all, 
that are in your sins, can reasonably 
ikope to escape 1 Some of the righteous 
themselves dofall, and if God spareth 
not his own people, how can you think 
of preservation 1 1f you have not enter- 
ed into a covenant with God, can you 
now make covenant with death 1 What 
security can you have now 1 What 
peaee can you find, when you have 
not made your peace with God, and 
you are in such danger of every hour 
of being sent for to his judgment-seat, 
by this grim messenger, whom none 
can resist ? 

Sinners, your condition is very sad, 
your straits are very great ^ God hath 



^ei^radyou in, and. yon oanndt set 
afway ; he hath you at his' m«flcy, his 
bow i» Bj»w bent, his anrow is uponthe 
ati9iig;$ he may smite you while you 
sit in those pews, or stand in those 
aisles, or so soon as your feet shaB 
carry you forth of these church-doors ; 
hark I do yoxk not hear the knells 
which ate ringing in every i^kce far 
youY dying friends, and fellow sinners? 
4ke next kaell may be for you : looki 
do you. not see the mouth of the pic 
Of en,, and before it be shut again^ yoa 
may be put m^ you see the righteoua 
perish, but you are in danger of a fai 
worse perisaing ^ their bo<ues p^ish, 
but you are in danger of your souls 
perisiuitf; ;. their, souis araJaken away 
by ang'^s, and conveyed to^. heaven, 
but when your bodies drop into the 
grave, your souW will be aragged \xf 
devils into hell. 

Sinners, this niffht you may be ivt 
hell ; hell receiveth many guests to- 
ni8:ht, and the stoutest of you may 
b^p to fiH up tkeknumber this night; 
and what do fivOL tkiak to dot WiH you 
go on still in the way of sin ? Wilt 
nothing stop you in your course ol 
wickedness ? Will not you yet lay 
down yo«r wet|)ons, whereDv you 
have been febtingai^inst the King oi 
Heaven % C»n yxNi make your party 
good against htm? Can- you defend 
yourselves, or fly Ibom him 1 Is it good 
to provoke him stiQ, w<henlie is so fa- 
mous ? Will you ran to the utmost line 
of h» patience ? Considfer, that the 
neit sin you wilfully commit, GddV 
patience may be quite spest, and be 
come to an end, and then all the world 
cannot save you from the stroke of 
death ; venture then no farther, stand,, 
stand sinners, stir not a foot in the way 
of sin, but retire your pace, and return 
to God, and make your peace with 
him^ and peradventure he may hide 
you in this day of his fierce anger. 

The righteous, and by conse- 
quence, all are liable to death. Let 
me then exhort yon all to think and 
prepare for death. Methinks yocr 
should hardly be able to think of any 
thing else in such a day as this, when 
the plague is so hot in and about the 
city; when death walks in every 
street, breaks in at so many doors, and 



sits in so manf windows. 
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No. 5. 



HOW THE TIMES AFFECT THE FEEBLE CHURCHES. 



In our last number, we informecj the Chris- 
tian public, that " The Missionaries are suf- 
fering." Since the publication of the facts 
then alluded tOj we have had abundant evi- 
dence thai ihe " pressure" is no imaginary 
evil, in the experience of the Missionary in 
the frontier settlements, and in the feebler 
churches of the older states. 

The following considerations will explain 
the peculiar severity with which the em- 
barrassments of the times operate on the 
Missionaries. During a few years past, a 
tide of emigration has been pouring from the 
older into the newer states. Large farming 
districts, and almost countless towns and 
villages, have in this way suddenly and si- 
multaneously become the theatres of a 
strenuous conflict between good and evil. 
Infidelity and vice, with every auxiliary form 
of error, have claimed and contested the pos- 
session of all this territory, and of every 
rising city and hamlet. *Hence, the friends 
of piety and truth, (and there are many such 
among the emigrants to the West,) have felt 
not only that they must exert themselves to 
lemst the onset of scepticism and sin, but 
that they must do it soon. " Now or never** 
has seemed to be the watchword of all who 
have taken large and intelligent views of 
morhl effort in the new states. Accordingly, 
the friends of religion and virtue have rallied 
and combined in their several vicinities; 
churcties have been established, and Mis- 
sionaries commissioned and sent to them. 
In ordinary times, these infant communities 
succeed in paying a portion of the sum re- 
quisite to sustain the institutions of religion, 
varying from one to two thirds of the minis- 
ter's salary. But in times of presture this 
VOL. x»- 10 



cannot be done : for it must be remembered, 
in the first place, that as yet the great majo- 
rity of these communities are small, com- 
prising only a few hundred souls each. 
Again, a part of thesO) (and often a large 
part,) are dther opposed to all religion, to 
the Sabbath, temperance, d^c, or are so in- 
different, as to yield rto assistance in pro- 
moting them. Moreover, even of ihosb 
whose feelings are right m these matters, 
few have the public spirit and the business 
habits that qualify them to go forward in ad- 
justing the details, and combating the diffi- 
culties attendant on the commencement of 
religious efforts in an irreligious community. 
Hence, at the beginning, and for a long time 
afterwards, some two or three persons in 
each congregation have to bear the burden of 
all that is done to build up society. And as 
men of such character are the persons of the 
most enterprise, they are the moet likely to 
be the business men, and they are usually 
the most liberal supporters oS the gospel 
They are therefore the most- exposed to the 
effects of a mercantile pressure, such as now 
embarrasses the country. Whatever embar- 
rasses them, directly affects the support of 
the gospel UnUke the churches in the older 
states, the pecuniary dependence of religioue 
institutions is eminently on the trading men 
in each congregation. When we consider, in 
addition to this, that in far the greater num- 
ber of instances, the ehurch edifices have yet 
to be built; the fttrvoB to be opened and 
fenced, and the farm buildings to be erected ; 
schools to be established ; roads to be cut 
through the forest, and bridges to be built, 
ScCt &c., it BMUt he evident that a general 
distreet in the pecujiiary^ affwn of the coun^. 
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try is felt with great eeveiity in the congre- 
gations of the new states. But this is not 
alt ; the influx of population for two or three 
years past, into the new settlements, has 
exceeded the production of the necessaries of 
life. Hence, the price of the principal articles 
of food has of late been greater in the midst 
of the most fertile districts of the West than 
in even our Atlantic cities. This result can, 
of course, be only temporary; but while it 
lasts, it exposes to privation and suffering 
all who have not the means of taking ad- 



vantage of the market, and purchasing at 
favorable seasons the means of living. T6 
do this, cash, and plenty of it, are indispensa- 
ble. How then can the Missionary avoid 
embarrassment, whose stipend, from his peo- 
ple, is regulated by the lowest standard of 
economy, and who receives his payments 
in distant and often doubtful instalments? 
especially, when the aid which is promised 
him by the Missionary Society, is withheld 
for a season, through the severity of the 
times, how can he do otherwise than suffer? 



RESPONSES TO THE APPEAL. 



The appeal in behalf of the Missionaries, I 
and the proposition to raise " One dollar | 
for Ehme Misnons from each vomrMmv- 
carU," have produced some very gratifying 
responses. Several auxiliaries have exerted 
themselves to collect funds ; benevolent in- 
dividuals have constituted themselves mem- 
bers or directors for life ; and many smaller 
donations have been sent in. The means thus 
afforded has been a very acceptable, though 
only a partial relief which we have promptly 
distributed to the most needyof the Mission- 
aries in proportion to their claims. 

A Christian brother who regularly con- 
tributes to the cause, of Home Missions, and 
had previously made one donation, on learn- 
ing the necessity for increased liberality, im- 
mediately sent an additional amount, saying 
in an accompanying note :— 

*<]nease accept the enclosed 'm addiUon 
to ray yearly subscription. The claims of 
another cause prevent my increasing the 
amount at the present time. I shall ever 
pray that you and your Missionaries may 
be sustained throuffh the present trials, and 
be better fitted to labor for the upbuilding of 
Zion, through this extensive country." 

Another, who from his station among the 
business men of the nation, might be sup- 
posed to feel the general pressure, ge- 
nwously forwarded the following, besides 
contrHmting stiU Larger sums to other objecte 
of benevolence. 

^ Abcnre it an order for one hundred dol- 
bct, yfW^ I forward you as a doiMMa to 



the American H. M. Society, to which I 
am happy to have it in my power to con- 
tribute in this the day of her need— accom- 
panied with my prayers for succesd in her 
noble efforts to spread the preached Gospel 
in the destitute parts of our beloved land." 



A letter enclosing Fifty Dollars. 

" The recent appeal made by your Ex- 
ecutive Committee to the Christian public, 
calls for the aid and sympathy of all whose 
hearts are not steeled ageunst the Mission- 
ary cause. 

The interrogation put by your Commit- 
tee, What shall be done? should be re- 
1 spoflded to, and the necessary means should 
be forthcoming in voluntary streams until 
relief be sent, to every Missionary who 
needs it. The amount of good that has 
already been done through the instrumen- 
tality of your Society is a sufficient induce- 
ment for you to persevere. Enclosed you 
have my mite, as an extra donation, to help 
on this good work— with my ardent desire 
for the success of the<;ause m which you 
are engaged. 

Yotir obedient servant, 



The plan of raising " One doUar a year 
frtym each, professor qf religion for Home 
Mission^* has been fkvorably received by 
man y persons. A correspondent, says— 

" I was much pleased with this recom- 
mendation. My family consists of six — 
five are professors, one is not. Shall I leave 
that one who is out of the pale of the 
Qhiu«b unprovided for 1 I cannot. I there- 
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fore cheerfully send you six doUarSi beting 
many others will do likewise." 
An Appeal. 

A person sending his donation, accompa- 
nies it with the following appeal to his bre- 
thren: 

" It must be plain to every Christian that 
■omething must be done, and done now. 
Our dear brethren must not be recalled, 
they must notceass to labor, they and their 
fhmilies must not lack bread whilst break- 
ing to starving souls the bread of life. If 
they do, ought not professors of religion to 
fear and tremble lest it be said to them by 
our blessed Saviour, in that awful day 
when the secrets of alt hearts shall be re- 
vealed, — " I was an hungered and ye gave 
me no Tneat — I was thirsty and ye gave me 
no drinkr— naked and ye clothed me not." 
And how will this charge then surprise 
those who now excuse themselves by say- 
ing, " O, they\ ought to be sustained, but / 
have nothing to give; the rich must 
give. I would say to such, " be not deceiv- 
ed ; be assured, you will never be called to 
an Account for what your rich neighbor it<i 
not do. He has indeed a tearful responsi- 
bility as God's steward ; but look to your- 
self and inquire, " Lord what wilt thou 
have me to do," and see if you are sincere 
in this inquiry — whether you cannot do 
something for this blessed cause; and if 
you at first decide that you cannot do any 
thing, think again and again, and let your 
final decision be such as will bear the light 
of eternity !" 



From the followingit would seem that the 
mode of contribution alluded to, occurred to 
several minds simultaneously >- 

" And now, dear sir, the plan which I 
would suggest and adopt, is this— that 
every Christian in connection with the 
Presbyterian church should contribute one 
dollar to this object. There can be no ob- 
jection to a larger amount where it can be 
spared, as there are some we know cannot, 
and many we fe&r will not— contribute this 
small sum. 

Let every head of a family feel that he is 
responsible so far as his circumstances per- 
mit, to see that this amount be faithfully 
paid into the Lord's treasury. 

I enclose three dollars, which is one dol- 
lar for each professor of reliaon in my fa- 
mily ; and heartily wish, if I know mv own 
heart, that I could make it three hundred. 

H." 



Sympathy and aid in a time of need. 
We tender our cordial thanks to ^* a I 
BUwarcP* lor the (rttemal letter, from which I 



the fdlowing is tftken, as well at for tfa« 
Tliirty Dollars enclosed. 

" Enclosed, you have my response to the 
appeal which you have recently sent forth 
in behalf of the A. H. M. S. Would to 
Qod it were so loud as to reach every Mis- 
sionary in the waste places and wildernesses 
of our Zion, to sustain and animate, him in 
self-denying labors, with the assurance of 
an adequate supply of " the bread that 
perishetb" for himself and his family, while 
he administers to the perishing the '* bread 
of eternal Ufel" 

Who is there in all the churches, that 
** having ears to hear," will refuse to listen 1 
Of whom, if his suffeiing brother ask bread, 
will he give bim a stone 1 Who that has a 
heart to sympathize with him in the trials 
which he encounters for Christ's sake, can 
shut up his bowels of compassion against 
him ; saying *' be ye warmed and be 
ye filled, while he gives not the things 
that are needful to the body 1" 



" WE WILL PUT OCR SHOITLOERS TO THJB 
WHEEL." 

It has ever been the aim of the Executive 
Committee of the A. H. M. S. so to dispense 
the charities committed to their care as to en- 
courage the efforts o( the congregations 
aided in their own support. The effect of 
their system in developing the energies of the 
beneficiary churches, and leading them on to 
speedy independence of foreign aid, has al- 
ways been one of their sweetest rewards for 
labors in this cause. Some very gratify- 
ing instances of this have come to hand since 
the recent pecuniary embarrassments of the 
country. We publish the following as an 
illustration: 

fVom the Church in Kalamazoo, Michigan . 

The subject of your communication of 
May 30th, to Rev. S. Woodbury, was lakl 
before our Society at a subsequent meeting, 
and we unanimously 

Resolved, That we will "put our shoul- 
ders to the wheeK" and absolve hereby the 
American H. M. Society from their obli- 
gation to pay any fUrther money upon the 
sum guarantied to our minister. Rev. S. 
Woodbury, in their commission to him the 
current year, and will pay him the amount 
ourselves. 

This resolution I was requested to for- 
ward to you, together with the assurance 
of our sympathies in your present difficult 
ties, and of our hearty and cordial cO'Ope- 
ration, as far as is in our powec.. We, al* 
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though in comparative retirement, sensibly 
feel the effects of the present oinprecedenied 
embarrassment and distress in the com- 
mercial world, and find it requires great 
exertion and strong efforts on the part of a 
few, in the midst of a country " run mad^' 
with the speculating mania, to sustain the 
means of grace and ordinances of the gos- 
pel. In addition to the sum raised by the 
above Resolution, we add to our minister's 
salary $150, rendering it difEcult for us to 
do much for our beloved benevolent so<- 
eieties. We assure you, however, that 
although the pressure may take from us the 
ability to give our money, it connot deprive 



us of the privilege of lifting our hearts to 
him, who will overrule all things for his 
own glory, that he will lead us all safely 
through this scorching ordeal in such a 
manner as will best promote the good of his 
cause, and show to our wicked nation ihat 
for national sins God will send national 
judgments, and not permit worms to tread 
upon hisstaijUtes with impunity. With as- 
surances of our confidence in, and determi** 
nation to support the A. H. M. S., as far as 
our feeble means will permit, I remain with 
sentiments of esteem and Christian affection. 
Signed by the Clerk of Session. 



MISSIONARY REPORTS. 



MISSOURI, 



From Rev. P. B. McElroy^ Bpwling- 
greetif Mo. 

I have labored till the present time among 
the vacant churches of the St. Charles 
presbytery. This presbytery embraces a 
large extent of territory ; containing many 
destitute churches. Among these churches 
I thus far have labored promiscuously. 1 
have now engaged to preach, regularly, 
one half of my time to the Waverly 
church, in Lincoln county, for one year, 
commencing next Sabbath. This church 
contains near forty members; most of 
whom are poor, and not able to do much 
for the support of the gospel ministry. 
There is no organized church nearer to 
Waverly than twenty miles. Thecounti7 
around is populated about as densely as 
Missouri is generally. I have a wide and 
interesting field of labor. I intend to se- 
lect either one or two more stations, for re- 
J;ular preaching ; each ten or twelve miles 
istant from Waverly j and between these 
I sliall divide the other half of my labor. 
At these places there wiU be but very few 
professors of religion. 

You .request me to delay my first draft 
upon the Society, for a few weeks after it 
becomes due; because of the scarcity of 
funds. This J will do. And I will gladly 
do any thing jelse in my power, to favor 
the Society ; for it is an unspeakable bless- 
ing to this western Qountjcy, But should 
the Society be unable, finally, to meet my 
drafts, I shall be placed in great embarrass- 
^mept. What I shall get from the people, 
the current year, will r^ot support me. And 
I should be very sorry to be under the ne- 
cessity of transferring 9. part of my labor 
from the gospel minintry, to some other 



employment, in order to obtain a support 
For here it may be said, mostempnati- 
cally, that " the harvest is great and the 
laborers are few." 



Difficulties encountered by Missionaries. 
I am laboring under embarrassments 
arising from a backward heart ; coldness 
and worldly-mindedness on the part of the 
church; the want of a convenient and well 
located house to meet in on the Sabbath, 
and for prayer meetings, and for want of 
some plto where I can use my little libra- 
ry, ponder over the precious word of life, 
and pray, and prepare to preach to advan- 
tage. I have a house going up, which I 
hope will in four or five weeks relieve me 
from one of these embarrassments, and to 
the building of which, I am obliged to pay 
much attenlion, and bestow much labor, or 
let the *' work cease." I am sorry to be 
obliged to spend so much time about world- 
ly matters ; it pains me to the heart, but I 
may as wejl leave the place as todrag along 
my barren mind and reluctant heart in this 
miserable way, without a place where I 
can recruit the one, or search, and train, 
and warm the other. I have always been 
opposed to ministers buiWing houses, for I 
thought the devil likes to have them spend 
their time in that way, rather than in stu- 
dying, preaching, and praying, rousing: the 
dead and building up the church of Jesus 
Christ : yet I must do something of this 
kind of work, or give up my hope of useful- 
ness in this important region. If I could 
ffet the work done, I would not touch it my- 
self, but the church is too full of fixing for 
themselves, to build the Lord's house, or 
the minister's house. 
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FVom Rev, H. S. CoUon^ Long Qfove^ lU. 

Encouraging facts. 

During the winter, in this outpost, we 
have maintained a small Sabbath school; 
and have regularly observed the monthly \ 
concert of prayer, and taken up a collection ] 
in behalf of Foreign Missions. Our Sab-j 
bath school is now increasing and has 
become very interesting. 

Temperatice. 

Since I have been here there has been 
less use made of ardent spirits than in any 
other place in which it has been my lot to 
live. We have a " tee-total" society which 
is quite large. I have not seen a person 
intoxicated with liquor of any kind since I 
came here. Many, however, are nearly 
intoxicated with the world. 
This is a very important region of country 
in many respects. 1st. It is a beautiful 
country. 2nd. Its climate, as a whole, is 
much more pleasant than any portion 
east of this where 1 have ever lived. 3dly. 
It is a fine farming country, bountifully 
rewarding the labor of the agriculturist. 
4thly. It gives the highest wages to me- 
chanics. 5thly. The Fox River here, for 
a distance of tifly or sixty miles, furnishes 
numerous sites for the erection of machine- 
ry, with prodigious water power. And 
yet there is but one Presbyterian and one 
Congregational minister on this river 
from its mouth (at Ottawa) up, fifty miles ; 
and one of those lives six or eight miles 
from it. Consequently as my acquaintance 
extends in this region, I have numerous in- 
vitations to preach, more than I can com- 
ply with. We want a number of minis- 
ters here, whose health and dispositions,! 
and other circumstances, will allow them 
to travel and preach, like the apostles of 
the Saviour. If Christians at the East 
were aware of the difficulties with which 
we have to contend, I feel confident that 
they would pray much for us. 



thing-^xhe audience wa» large — ^the exer- 
cises interesting; and generally, it was 
pronounced the most pleasant meeting ever 
held in S — r. Some effort on the temperance 
question has been made during the last 
quarter. From the report of the secretary, 
presented to the Society at its annual meet- 
ing a few weeks ago, it appears that 130 
have joined the society since the first of 
February. 



IiVom Rev, W. W, Woods^ Pntnav^ 
vilUj Ind. 

The days of darkness, long and drearr, 
hanging over the church, have not entirely 
grieved away the Holy Spirit. Eight 
adult persons, during the last quarter, have 
been addecl to the Putnamville church, six 
by examination and two by certificate; 
some five or six more have lately obtain«l 
a hope, and are soon expected to make a 
public profession of religion. There is de- 
cided evidence of the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit in one of my preaching placev 
in the bounds of the Putnamville church. 
May we prove our orthodoxy by holy 
living, by living for God ! 



prom our Missionary in Augusta^ Hdiir- 
cock co.j 111. 
I have labored one quarter in this place 
under your commission. We have had a 
season of refreshing from the presence of 
the Lord. Some have turned to the Lord. 
The time of my next report will be more 
suitable to state particulars. 



Celebration of tke Fourth of July. 

On the Fourth of July we held the Sab- 
JDath school anniversary. It was a new 



From Rev. George Hornell^ White Lake, 
Oakland co.j Mich. 

During the last quarter, things have 
worn a much more encouraging aspect at 
this place than formerly. Our Sabbath 
school, containing about twenty- five child- 
ren, is making steady and encouraging pro- 
gress. Our prayer meetings and monthly 
concerts have been rather better attended. 
The worshipping congregation has in- 
creased so, that our school-house is far too 
small ; and the society talk of building a 
meeting house of some kind. They would 
have gone about it this summer but for the 
money pressure. 

The church has had an accession of 
nineteen, and four or five more are ready to 
unite, who were providentially prevented 
from coming forward at the last opportu- 
nity. When I commenced here, a year 
ago last January, the church consisted of 
ten members, now it numbers forty-nine. 
There has been a very solemn attention to 
the preaching of the word, both here 
and at the place five miles East, at five 
o'clock, P. M., on the Sabbath that I 
preach here. 

I discover also an unusual seriousness 
and tenderness with individuals with whom 
I converse, in visiting from house to house. 
We have hoped that the Holy Spirit was 
hovering near, and do still; and that his 
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mfluenoes will be poured out upon, the n 
people. 11 

On the Fourth of July we had a tempe- 
rance meeting, and an address deliveml, 
and the " tee-lotal" pledge produced /or 
the first time, and signed by thirty-two. 
The number who had signed the old pledge 
was about forty-five. Many of whom 
were absent from this meeting. As many 
as half, I should think of the thirty-two 
who signed the new pledge, were new 
members. 

The first Wednesday of Au^st next is 
fixed upon as the time of my installation 
over this church. It is contemplated for me 
to labor hare all the time after this year. 



SHALL WE FORM A CHURCH 1 

This, it would seem, is a strange question 
for behevers to raise, when they find them- 
selves settled together, away from conve- 
nient association with a church of Christ. 
But that great perplexity may sometimes 
arise on this subject, is evident from thefol. 
lowing extracts : 

I have urged a^ain and again the forma- 
tion of a church in this place, but many 
arc disposed still to wail. I have been ex- 
teed mgly tried upon this point; for while 
there are a few here who truly adorn their 
profession, there are others who do not fiir- 
nish much evidence of the sincerity of their 
professed attachment to Christ. What shall 
be done with these 1 I have inquired. Shall 
we form a church here of such materials 
,'— composed of some who appear truly to 
fear God, of others whose property is in- 
;vested in steam-boats and vessels upon our 
waters, and of others, whose religion is not 
^ matter of intelligent and permanent prin- 
ciple 1 Notwithstanding, I have done what 
I could to aid and encourage the formation 
fit a church. I have felt embarrassed. Per- 
haps you know enough of the new vil- 
lages and cities of this western country to 
/comprehend at once, the trying situations 
in which your Missionaries are often placed 
in the midst of a population gathered 
froip different quarters, of different tastes 
and habits, and striving earnestly for the 
wef^Uh they came to obtain. 



A HARD FIELD. 

" Is ihere no Mm in GUead 7 Is there no 
physician there? Why then is not the 
health of ijie daughter of my people re- 
covered?'*'^ 

The people are jso interested in the world 
that it IS impossible to have a general at- 
^ndance to Uje ye^ly prayer meeting 



and the monthly concert. Three or four 
and sometimes half a dozen attend the 
prayer meeting. There seems to be a 
great lack of moral principle among this 
people, and even among the professed fol- 
lowers of Christ. There is a greater defi- 
ciency here than in most places with which 
I have been acc^uainted. Sabbath breaking 
is a common sin, and professors of religion 
and members of this church will labor on 
the Sabbath to obtain the riches of this 
world. I do not know that they would la- 
bor on their farms on the Sabbath, but they 
will run their lumber to market on the Sab- 
bath, when there comes a fresheti They 
plead necessity as the reason why they 
should run their lumber; and some say 
that freshets come on the Sabbath ; but they 
have had their mouths shut this year. 

Nothing gained by robbing God. 

On Saturday, near the first of May, there 
was a heavy thunder shower, and on Sun- 
day morning the river was up, rafting 
fresh, and all hands must turn out and hdp 
the lumber-men to run their lumber. If 
they did not, " the owners could not get their 
lumber to market, and in such a case much 
distress would ensue," for many were de- 
pending on the sale of the lumber for mo- 
ney, and to get the necessaries of life. Of 
course, our meetings were aUnost deserted 
on that day. But other rivers were not 
raised enough, so they could not get their 

lumber farther than the dam at P , 

and some did not get all their timber out of 
this river. Some rafts were stuck, and 
some were stove. Since that time there 
have been 'two good rafling freshets on the 
week days, and the rivers were sufficiently 
high for rafling for three days each time, 
so that the running on the Sabbath, before, 
was a loss. When I tell them it would have 
been better not to have run on the Sabbath, 
they reply, " We did not know that these 
freshets would come." Probably there have 
been more than five hundred dollars lost, in 
time, expense, provisions and lumber, for 
that one Sabbath-day's transgression, just 
running the short distance of fifleen or 
twenty miles. 

If this people cannot be brought to see 
the importance of obeying 6od*s cornmand- 
ments, before attending to their own selfish 
interests, this church cannot prosper. We 
live in the midst of a great lumbering coun- 
try, and exposed to many temptations. 



PENNSYLVANIA. 



fVom Rev. John PoMotl, Philadelphia. 

y [Mr. p. labors in a Missionary church, 
wMch is stniggUpg with great embamss'^ 
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ments for want of a suitable hoiue of wor^ 
ship. 

This enterprise was commenced with a 
very small band, and they so circumstanced 
in life, as to be unable to put forth the 
amount of influence necessary to carry 
auch an undertaking into successful opera- 
tion. Our place of worship is so uninvi- 
ting, that but few have ever been attracted 
to the place. Many of our fellow Chris- 
tians hving in this community and mani- 
festly under as strong obligations to labor 
for the success of this enterprise as any of 
our members possibly can be; many whose 
duty in this matter seemed to us to be plain^ 
and who we expected wouid certainly con^ 
nect themselves with us and sustain us, 
have, for some reason or other, seen fit to 
stand aloof from us. Taking into con- 
sideration all these things, we are con- 
strained to admit that our way has been 
hedged up with difficulties, our whole course 
has been made against the current, our 
progress has been " up hill." 

And yet, after all, there is a bright side 
of this question, that must be Id^ed at. 
Small as our congregation is, it has been 
regularly on the increase. Since my last 
report, we have added to our communion 
thirteen, one on certifieate and twelve on 
examination. Among this number are 
some young persons, who, I trust, will 
make themselves useful, particularly in the 
Sabbath school, as they have already taken 
classes, and seem determined to labor for 
ChrisL We have something for all our 
members to do, and my object is to get 
them to work as soon as possible afier tl^r 
conversion. 



NEW-TORK. 



From Rev. O. C, Beardsley^ Silver Cttek^ 
CkatOauque county, N. Y, 



In forwarding to you my annual report, 
I have abundant cause for gratitude, in view 
of the special erace of Uod manifested to 
this people. We were favored with an 
interesting revival during the past winter. 
The season of divine grace commenced in 
the church some time previous to a pro- 
tracted meeting, which was held in the 
month of December last. In the course of 
the meeting the Spirit of God was poured 
out in a copious manner upon impenitent 
sinners, and numbers were brought to bow 
meekly and cheerfully at the foot of the 
cross. 

^ As to the fruits of this glorious revival, 
rising of thirty give satisfactory and pleas- 
ing evidence of having passed from death 
unto life. Among tlS converts maybe 
seen the promising youth, those in the ms- 



ridian of life, and the man of gray hairs. 
Twenty-one have been gathered to the 
Presbyterian churchy and some have con- 
nected themselves with the Methodist and 
Baptist churches in this place. We have 
received to the communion the past year, 
thirty-four members, twenty-one on pro- 
fession of their faith, and thirteen by letter; 
and this church which, five years ago, con^ 
sisted of nineteen members only, now cdm- 
prises a hundred and fifteen; and tbesa 
have been added principally from the world. 
And when we consider what they once 
were, and what they now are by the grace 
of Qod, how cheering to the Christian I 

Effects of Hrrme Missionary aid-- Gratis 
tude for the past. 

Let the friends of Home Missions 
look at this interesting group of immortals 
rescued and saved through their instrumen- 
tality, under God, and then take fresh cou- 
rage and go forward in their self-denying 
efforts for the salvation of men. This con- 
gregation have resolved to support the gos- 
pel among themselves, and consequently 
will not apply to your Society for further 
aid. AncI now, in behalf of this society, I 
would express their gratitude to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, and the patrons of the 
A. H. M. S., for the assistance so gra- 
ciously granted during the five years past, 
in support of the rospel among them, and 
trust their thankfulness will be manifested 
by their liberal contributions to the funds 
of your Society. 

WORKING MEN NEEDED. 

F^'om ChfliUaitque co,^ N. Y. 
In making my report for the quarter just 
closed, I have occasion to bless God that 
neither rain, nor mud, nor want of health, 
nor driving storms, have prevented me 
from fulfilling every appointment which I 
have given out in the three or four towns 
which constitute my parish ; besides visit- 
ing N. and R., and stirring up the minds of 
the destitute brethren to love and good 
works. Sometimes it has appeared to me that 
I did not accomplish much, although I am 
in bodily labors abundant, in perfect wea- 
riness and exhaustion often. If God would 
send three or four laborers more into this 
county, I should rejoice. People come out 
to meeting well wherever 1 go, and pay 
strict attention. Sabbath schools have 
commenced well this spring, and promise 
more good than in any previous year. 
Conference meetings and monthly concerts 
have been more than full, and usually inter^ 
esting. Id Gh^at Vallev, where a number 
of the members of my church live, there is 
an interesting revival, which commenced 
by tht triumphant death of the onlydaugh- 
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ter aud child of an influential civilian. 
There are probably eighty or ten pretty 
clear cases of hopeful conVenion. The 
work is advancing. 



SOLEMN DISPENSATIONS OF PROVIDENCE. 

How necessary to a community like that 
described below, are the labors of a £uthful 
minister ! And how blessed the work of a 
Society, which seeks out and supplies such 
places ! Shall not such a Society be sus- 
tained? 

As far as I can learn, I have visited all 
the people, with the exception of a family 
or two, and endeavored to recommend re- 
ligion to the best of my ability. The sick, 
dying, and bereaved^ have received all the 
attention I could render them. On this point 
the dispensations of providence have been 
peculiar. Within the last nine months I 
nave preached nine funeral sermons, and 
attended one which a brother preached for 
me, I being out of health. Six out of the 
ten were interesting and striking cases. 
The first was a man who sent for me, 
«nder the terrors of despair. Oh, what an 
object I All I could do was to direct him 
to the Saviour. He described his last call 
and convictions in a striking manner, and 
related bis conduct under them and his 
course since. The only point where I 
could ^et at him and press home repentance 
and faith, was, that the period given for 
compliance with that call might not be ex- 
pired ; and the path of duty was the path 
of safety. He was in some measure re- 
lieved before he died ; but whether it was 
permanent or not heaven only knows. I 
have my fears. Another case was that of 

a man crossing the inlets of , on 

horseback, but being intoxicated he fell off 
and was drowned. The next was one of 
our tavern keepers ; said to be a case of 
delirium tremens. In a few days he went 
the way of all the earth. About that time 
a little daughter of hts drew a bowl full of 
hot water on her head, and in five days fol- 
lowed tbe father to the grave, after sunering 
excruciating pain more than a fortnight. 
The next was a young man about 18 years, 
who died suddenly, of forty-eight hours 
sickness. Soon after this, another child, 
not far from the above tavern, fell into a 
pot of boiling hot water, and in a few hours 
expired. Notwithstanding these solemn 
events of providence, this people still re- 
main stupid and indifferent, and what im- 
pressions are made appear to be transient. 



From a Missionary Report. 
There are five denominations in this^ 
town, who all hold meetings within a liule 



more than one mile of each other, and hava 
precuihing nearly every Sabbath ; and as a 
great majority of the people do not attend 
meetings at all, our congregations cannot 
be expected to be very numerous. Those 
who will not come to meeting I intend shaD 
hear the gospel at their own hou&es, or 
wherever 1 can find them ; so that if they 
perish, their blood shall be upon their own 
heads. In doing what I think lo be my 
duty, in this way, I have been turned out of 
doors but once, as yet ; and that when the 
man who did me the honor, was treated 
with perfect kindness. 



AUXILIARIES. 

" WHY SHOULD THE WORK CEASE.'' 

The Western Agency for Home Mission* 
in the State of New- York, in allusion to the 
recommendation of the late General Assem- 
bly " that the A. H. M. S. cease its operations 
within the bounds of the Presbyterian 
Church," present the following reasons for 
continuing the efiforts of the Society : 

Tkfire is a pressing necessity that our 
Home Missionary operations be increased. 
Mr. James^ of Birmingham, £ng., says on 
this subject, " The object of your zeal 
must be your own country, compared with 
the claims of which, the claims of the hea- 
then are secondary. You must attend to 
your own destitute people. Think what 
America is, and what she must be for the 
importance of her example. You are carry- 
ing on a grand experiment both in secular 
and sacred government. On your country, 
in a great measure, hangs the future inter- 
ests of the globe. Hence the unspeakable 
importance of your churches concentrating 
their religious efforts upon your own coun- 
try." As not more than half our fjopula- 
tion is supplied with a gospel ministry — 
and as the destitute have increased in ten 
years, from five to seven millions, there is a 
pressing necessity that our Home Mission- 
ary operations be iiicreosed. 

This necessity has given origin to the 
American Borne Missionary Society ^ and 
to the Assembly's Board of Missions. Both 
these Missionary Boards have heretofore 
been thought important — but as the frienda 
of the latter have recommende«l that the 
American Home Society cease its opera- 
tions in the Presbyterian Church, we are 
constrained to show what Gcd has per- 
mitted these Missionary Boards to accom^ 
ptish, that all may - determine whether 
either of them can safely be laid aside. Ouf 
prepossessions may deceive us, but facts 
speak correctly, and demonstrate the «£• 
ficiency of benevolent operations. 
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Assembly's Board and American JJknne 
Missionary Society, 

The Assembly's Board is the oldest or- 
ranization: It "was known in 1809 as the 
" Slaniiihg C&mmitUe of Missions " which 
committee was appointed thirteen years 
after the formation of the Greneral Assem- 
bTy. The first year it had ^ix Missionaries. 
The fifteenth year it had forty-four. The 
twenty-fifth year it had thirty nine: thirt^- 
tjhe of which Missionaries were commis- 
sidned for a term varying from one month 
to three months. In w years, according to 
the 13th annual report, page 32, the (General 
Assembly had had in its employ 769 Mis- 
sionaries, who had performwd 167 years of 
missionary service, and who had received 
$77,941 ; which' show that its Missions, 
were conducted at an expense of $466 for 
each year of missionary labor. These Mis- 
sionaries doubtless accomplished good, al- 
though the average time of their service 
was only two months and eighteen days. 
Thejr encdnra^ many destitute Pres- 
byterian churches, and administered to 
them the oi^inan^e^ of the gospel. Bi|t as 
our country was ir^creasing a ^thousand a 
tSay, and a hundred new Missionaries were 
yearly needed to supply the mere increase 
of our destitute, some other Missionary 
Boards, to aid in this work, were impe- 
riously called for. 

At this crisis, in 1826, a convention was 
held in the city of New -York, of Christians 
of tjic Presbyterian, Congregational and 
Reformed Dutch denominations, to con- 
sider the expediency of forming a national 
Home Missionary Society. The conven- 
tion concluded, " that a more exten'ied 
effort for Home Missions was indispensa- 
ble for the moral advancement and political 
stability of our nation." Then consolida- 
ting the energjies and influence of several 
m1$siftnary societies, previously established 
in different parts of our land, they formed 
the American Home Missionary Society. 
*This S6ciety seemed to be a standard God 
then raised, to breast the flood of error and 
sin that was rolling over our land. Its first 
year it had 169 missionaries. Its fifth 
year 403. Its 11th year 810. At once it 
became a river, whose streams made glad 
the city of our God. It gave an impulse to 
Home Missions and carried them on in a 
new, effective and economical wav. In 11 
years it has had in its employ 1800 differ- 
ent Missionaries, who have performed 3827 
years of missionary service. It has px- 
imAeA $622^460, which show that its Mis- 
sions are conducted at an expense of only 
$162 for each year of missionary labor. It 
has aided 2500 dif&rent cburcnes, which 
ave nearly as many as are now 'm connec- 
tion with the Presbyterian Cburchr-tbat 
ch^reh havingi in 1836, lets than three thou- 
VOL. X. 11 



sand churcfies. Tht Missionariea of the. 
Honie Society have preached the gospel to 
a million of our destitute population. They 
have ^et . in operation in their respective 
chMrches,, Sabbath schoolsg Bible classes, 
temperance and other benevolent societies. 
Nearly, one thousand of the churches aided 
have reported, seasons of refreshing from 
on high, and «t a low estimate 30,OC& have 
been added t^ the churches aided, while re^ 
ce* * * * 3 from this Society. From 

18 expenditures of the Society 

h« rem 883,000 to $199,000; 

at r labor performed by the 

M e risen irom 490 to 554. 

SI \ increase of expenditures 

in ^ears, and .an increase. of 

si: jrears of labor performed. 

Reorganization of the Assembly's Board. 

In 1828, the " Standing Committee of Mis- 
sions" was changed into the Assembly's 
Board, and engaged with new arid com- 
mendable zeal in the work of Home Mis- 
sions. Its operations have since been 
mor^ effective and economical. It had last 
ytnr in its service 272 Missionaries, who 
performed 147 years of missionary service, 
at an expense of $28,257, which show only 
$192. now expended for each year of mis- 
sionary labor performed. The Missionaries 
of the board, we trust, are ^ood and useful 
men, and worthy the missionary aid they 
receive. But still, we are compelled to say, 
that the friends of the Assembly's Board 
d< * le it to enlarge its operations as 

tl >r wants of our nation require, 

ai nd justify the Home Society to 

C( h their recommendation. From 

1^ 7, the expenditures of the As- 

se...^,.T » woard have only increased from 
$28,213 to $28,257. and the years of labor 
pHCrformed by its Missionaries have only 
risen from 144 to 147. Showing an increase 
of only $44 in the expenditures of the Board 
in the last two years, and un increase of 
only 3 in the years of Inlwr. performed. 
The bare statement of tliis fact shows that 
tlie recommendation of the friends of the. 
Assembly's Board could not be complied 
with, without injury to the interests of 
Home Missions. 

There was a pressing necessity for the 
organization of the Home Society, because 
U in forty years all the Assembly *^8 Mission- 
aries performed but 167 years of missionary 
service; falling short of what has been 
performed by the Home Society in a single 
yeajr, 387 years. And if there was such a 
necessity ror the organization of the Home 
Society, there, i^ no less necessity for its 
oontinncd existence. The Home Society 
has the Missionaries, and to a j^reat extent 
the confidence^ p r aye r s and contributions of 
the ehttiichai* The .eitidancs of its' usefuU 
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ness are so many and so visible, and it has 
receired so richly the blessing of the Holy 
Spirit, that now it stands forth by the de^ 
ctsion of its fruits, amon^ the ^eatest of 
the benevolent instrumentalities for the pre- 
sent and future well-being of our country- 
men. 

The proposed effort ^ ** one dolUt^r at leti,sl 
per ^easr from, eack communicant for Home 
Missions" willy ifeenerallf adopted, bring 
the needed relief. The A. H. M. S: might 
be relieved in a week, if all its friends 
would, within that time, contribute this 
snmll sum. Let every communicant, on 
reading or hearing this read, pa^r over at 
once, or as soon as possible, to his pastor, 
or to the office-bearers of his church $1, 
with a request that it be forwarded to the 
agents or secretaries of the Society, and 
there will be immediate deliverance. We 
ask, then, each communicant who loves and 
favors the Society, will you no^ give $1, 
to free the Society from its distressing em- 
barrassment 1 Some week or day each 
year might be fixed upon for each commu- 
nicant throughout the U. S.to pay his $1 at 
least for Home^ Missions, and thus a work 
might be done in a week or day, with great 
pleasure and ease^ that now, with nume- 
rous agencies and abundant labor, is not 
half performed in the whole year. There 
is no need of waiting for an agent. Each 
pastor can do the work in his own charge, 
and in churches destitute of pastors, the 
office bearers can do the work. 

Let it become an established rule in oui- 
churches, that -' $1 at least from each coi^- 
municant" is the ^um the Saviour asks to, 
send the gospel to our destitute country- 
men, and let this sum be paid punctually, 
certainly, as a debt we owe our Lord and 
^Saviour, and our destitute countrymen, and 
it would never a^ain be necessary to re- 
auest Home Missionaries not to send in 
tneir drafts for services rendered ; or to fear 
to promise help. to needy churches implo- 
ring help.^ Even if some communicants 
are put to inconvenience from the payment 
of this small sum, they had, better give it. 
Their example will do good. Is tlwre no 
self-denial in the church 1 Dui not the Sa- 



novLf commend the poor widow who cast ia 
«U her living 1 Should they boM back 
their dollar,- others will be influenced to do 
the same, and these will influeiicox>thcrB, 
and the.efibrt will be hazarded. What 
friend of the Redeemer, having health or 
hands, win hazard the effort by refusing or 
negleaing to pay the smtdl sum asked of 
each communicant 1 If every communi* 
cant in the U. S., friendly to the A. H. M. 8., 
would pay " SI at least yearly," to thi» • 
Society^ it would have the means of doub- 
ling its operations in the U. S. Let, tbcD, 
eacQ communicant ask, ." Had J not rather . 
give this sum to this Society ^ than have so 
important and desirable an effort fail 7" 
But to make up all deficiencies m this 
part of the state, and to secure the Society 
against them, it is proposed to find in 
Western Kew. York, one hundred men 
who will sustain a Missionary each, by 
donations of ^100 — or to raise S10,000 jn 
sums of $100 and upwards. Judging from 
the high satisfaction some friends of the 
Society have taken in sustaining one or 
more of its Missionaries, we cannot but 
hope that all deficiencies will be made up 
in this way., Last year two men in West- 
ern New-York gave $1,<KX) each to this 
cause, and about fifty others sustained a 
Missionary each by donations of $100. 
In other instances, two, four or ten united 
and sustained a Missionary by donations 
of S50, $25, or $10 each. We shall need 
large and generous contributions the prC" 
sent year. It will not be safe to depend 
solely on the effort to raise " $1 at least for 
each communicant." It >yill taks time to 
lay this effort beifbre the churches. Some 
communicants Bfiay not be able to give this 
sum, and others who are able, will not be 
persuaded. " All are not Israel who are of 
Israel." In the parable of the ten virgins, 
five were foolish, and, therefore, we fear, 
that some communicants will think more 
of $1, than of the great ajid important ob- 
jects now laid before them. There is, 

THERiiFORE, STILL, AN JIBSOLOTB NECBSSTfT 
FOR UiRGE AND GENEROUS DONATIONS TO 
THIS CAUSE. 



MISCELLANEOUS. 



THE POWWl OF 



CHRIST THE 
SUCCESS. 



F^om a Sermon of Rev. T. T. Stone, be- 
fore the Maine Missionary Society. 
It becomes us eonsteiuly to act on the 

principU that the LM J«bus, maAtfstOag 



himtielf in his gospel and bV means of his 
dis(iiptek, is the real agent m est^blisHng 
his own universal reign. In an Jige like 
^e present^ when so much Is donetbroufli 
variofM mod^s of religious beneficence, we 
are prone to forget this truth, in a strops, 
tkowgh vegue and unackiMwkdgisd im* 
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prefsiott, thiit our skHful and energetic me- 
ehanitm it to work out the destined end^ 
«8 if through its seli^Qherent efHci^ticy-. 
Oh, let us beware of this uQchnstian, this 
even atheistic tendency !' May we not 
say with reverence, that God is himself en- 
forcing this exhortation more powerfully 
than by human argument and language 1^ 
Who shall say that, among the unrevealed 
designs of that extensive depression which 
our Missionary Societies must now feel in 
«oiitmon with the community at krge, this 
is not one, even the leading, I had almost 
said the compeUipg, of Christians to re- 
member and feel that there is a higher ele- 
ment of power in the church than wealth 
or aught which wealth is able to control *? 
Permit me further to ask, whether We need 
B(^^ some pecuniary trials to produce this 
&elin^ ; whether, as money has been af- 
firmed to codWitute the sinews of war, so 
likewise there has not appeared a tendency 
to ascribe a kindred power to it in the «d- 
▼aneement of the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
whether, in a word, there has not existed an 
arrogant and unholy disposition to raise 
«ll human agency from its subordinate po- 
rtion to the higher station of efficiency 
really belonging only to the Spirit of God 



which Jesus Christ is exalted to bestow. 
If there be ground for these inquiries, then 
it is well that God hath touched us in the 
very matter of our cffence. May his judg- 
ments raise our faith from earth to heaven. 
Such a result will do more, not only for our 
own improv^ement, but for the progress of 
Christianity, than the amplest treasury and 
the most splendid mechanism of outward 
means. X^et us thoroughly learn to come 
down from our high thoughts, and to re- 
gard ourselves and our abilities as nothing, 
and to ^thrbne Jesus Christ as the Lora 
of all ; let us beUeve, and in all things act 
from the belief, that his is the pow«r, as 
hie is the kingdom and his the gIor)r ; let 
us remember him as the real and rni^ty 
Agent «f whom -we are' but feeble minis* 
ters and servants. Thus occupying our 
own place and assigning his to our Lord, 
thus making ourselves mere conductors, as 
it were, of the holy influence which flows 
but from his fullness, we may trust that he 
will of himself fulfil even his highest pro- 
mises : " It shall come to pass in the last 
days, that the mountain of the Lord^s 
house shall be established in the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted above the 
hills ; and all nations shall flow unto it." 



4pp9inl7nerUs by Ike Executive Committee of the A. JET. M. ^., from July Ibth to 

August 15/A, 1837. 



Nai in CBmvuistion last year. 
Eer. 8. Hills, Ou«Uc, N. Y. 

Re-appointed. 
Rev, Jraet Taylor, First and Second Churches, 

Madrid, N. Y. 
Itev. J. M. M'Greiror, Morristown, N. Y. 
Rev. Churle* Bowles, W. Stockholm, N. Y. 
Eer. A. K. Burr, Borodino and Marcellus, K. Y. 
Rev. A. P. Allen, Worcester, N. Y. 
RtV. H. B. Pierpont, Avon, ^^ Y. 



Rev. D. B. Bntts, Addifott and Erwin Ceatre, 
If.Y. 

Rev. James Ee1s< Amlierst. Loraine Co., O. 

Rev. Azor Smith, Litchfield, Medina Co., O. 

Rev. J.M. Babbit, Le RaysviHe, Pa. 

Rev. JscobTuttle, JefTerson, O. 

Rev. Hiram R. Howe. Vinton, O. 

Rev. J. R. Barnes , Evansvill^, Ind. 
; Rev. C. J. Knowles, River Head, L. L 

Rev. Alfred Ketohom, Bethany, Pa, 
H Rev. E. H. Hazard, Little Rock, lU. 



7%« Treasurer of the American Bbnie Missionary Society acknowledges the receipt of 
the following sums^from July 15U to August IWA, 1837, 



MAINE— 
Betfiut, E. Bearaan, 5 00 

Waldo, Henry Davidson, L. M. in part, 15 00 

MASaACHUSBTTS- 
Missionary Society, by B. Parkina, Aaais. 

Treasurer, 9000 00 

Andover, West Parish. 13 50 

Dadlstf , CoBffrefatioaal Ch., 31 06 

Basipfthire Miasu Soc^ E. WilliaoM, 



Esq., Treas., of which $30 is from the 
Young Men's H. M. Soc. of South 
Hadley, to cMft. Wm. Otark a L. M^ 
and 30 is from the Fem. Ansoe. of 
Hatfield, to const. Rev. Calvin E. Park 
a L. M. 500 00 

MethUen, Confreratioual Cb., 55 00 

Milton, Nathaniet Tucker, 100 00 

Fl/mouth, Mrs. F. BaKlett, 4 00 

WrMtham. Ra? , Mr. Boutalla, 5 00 
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RHODE-IflLAlfD— 

rrovidDBce, Esn W. Fltteter, L. Mn 90 00 
CONNECTICUT— 
DttriM, Ci»hfref»tkHiaI Ck. Miat. Soe^ 

by Deacoo WhitiMr, 97 es 

MliklletowB Feik H. M. S^ E. CottOB, 

Treasurer, 
New.HnveB £««t Dist H. If. Amoc., U. 

E. Hodf eSf TreaV., 
Do. Centra Smb-Seh^ by CrB. Wbhtleaey. 8i Ot) 
Nttw.Loodoa, T. W. WilliiBf, IOO4 
Ezra Cbappell^ to codkU Mim Fanny 
Cbappell aL.M.,aO; Friend, 5, 
Stoniuften, Second Cottf. Ch. Fern. 
AiUn 70 ; ElisbaFaxoo, L. JC, 30, 
NEW-YORK— 
Amity, Oranfre Cow Preab. Cb., by Key. 
W.D. Timlow, 
' Cham plain, C batch, by N. Moora, 
. Deposit, Pen . H. M. 8., 
Essex, W: 0. Ross, 
Uaocoek, Presb. Ch. 
Hhnnibal, Friend, 
Maiden, A. Oaiifield, 2; Mrs. CanfieM, 

9y b? Rev. J. N. Lewis, ■ ■< 

Nttw^York City,^is.t 
Duane-tt. Ck., C. O. Halated, |00 ; N. T. 

J.. 15, 
Laight-ai. Ck., W. increase of anbserip* 

tinn, 
Mercer-su Ch, Mon. Con, ColU, by U 

Holbrook, 
P*arl'*t. Ck^ Mon. Con. ColL, by 9. 

Ailinan, 
Widowt and Orphan's ]aie» 
Poiif hkeepsie, Firat Prailb. Qh. Mon. 

Con. CoU., by James Bowne, . 
ReadiDff, by Rev. Royal West, 
Rome, J. B. Jervis, to const. Mrs. Pbebe 
Jervis a L. M. 
^ Salem, N. Y. Feoi. Benev. 80c, by Cbwr- 
lotte B. Freeman, TreasM 
Saratoga Sprinirs, coll., 11 60; Younf 
Lady, 50; Mrs. G. C. Beckwith, 3; 
Mr. Davidsoiii 5; Mr. Cbrystie, 5} 
Mr. W. L. F. Warran, 90; Mm. Beach, 
5 ; Hiss L. Beach, 1 ; A. Younpr, 1 ; A. 
£. Bicknell. 50; Hon. R. H. WaJ* 
worth, 5; Rev. C. Eddy, 5; F. Bai- 
ley, 52 ; Rev. D. O. Grtswold. 9, 
Smithfield Fern. Benev. Soc^ Mrs. A. 

Flint. Trees., 60 00 

Troy, N. Y^ EUphalet Wickes, Esq., 150 00 



35 00 
1W17 



135 60 
100 00 



99 00 

16 00 

II 60 

500 

395„ 

100 

400 



115 00 
10 00 



96 50 



26 81 
190 



100 00 
25 00 



30 00 
100 00 



64 12 



30 00 


500, 


500 


50» 


10 (^ 


15 60 


30 00 


liifi 


300 


MOO 



INDUNA— 

9atlH UnioB Co., CongL Cb^ t* omu 

Rev. Moaes H. Wilder a L. M., 
^ Clinton, by Rev. G. G. Porter, 

Lima, J>y Rev. C. Cory, 
ILLINOIS— 

Alton, Isaac 8. PotIUm. 

Canton, Presb. Ck., by Rev. A. Ualc» 

Morgan Co., Mrs. Prentice, 
MICHIGAN— 

BUasield. Rev. J. J. Dana, 

Puntiac, Jacob Voorbees, L. M^ 

Anonymous, 

Friend in an anonymous note, 

H., a Friend of Mi« 

Hqbm itisnoaary. 



4805 i> 
KN0WLE8 TAYLOR, TVseMrcr. 

lUceipU </ tke Western Jgencf at OttuntM^Jf.T., 
frtmJulflWiU August I1ttk,l&t. 
Geneva, Unknown Family, ' 10 00 

Havana, Coll^ 1 1 ; Ladies, 5, If 0^ 

Holly, L. PraU, 10 ; Others, 0, 10 00 

Of den, C. Church, Esq., in pari to san- 

uin a Missionary, 50 -, Ladies, 35, 85 00 

Port Gibson, 8 00 

Pratubnrrh, Benjamin Bridf es, 50 ; E. 

Skinner 4 00, 54 SO 

Riga, 6ft 

Rochester, W.S. Griffith, in jpart to sns* 

uiD a Missionary, 
Rush villa, 

Vienna, D.M'Nail, Esq., 
West Avon, N.Uttia, 



463 13 



Troy Presbytery. J. Raymond, Trees, vis: 



Fort Ann, by S. Sergennt, 

Troy, First Ch., coll, 40; Mon. Con. 
CoH., 85, 

Do. Bethel Church, 

Waterford,Coll.,by Rev. R.Smith, 
Trnxton, First Presb. Ch., by R«r. C. 

Clark, 
Yorktown, Cong. Ch., by Rev. W. A. 

Hyde, in part to const. Rev. Josaphns 

RLoring. L. D., 
Hk Brewster, 

Friend in Western New-York, 
NE W- JERSEY— 
Chester, in full of legacy of Rev. Lemuel 

Fordhami by S< F. Fordham, KJt> 

eeutor, 
Elixabethtown, D.« 
Newark ****, 

Suecasuana Plain, Q. F. Fordbnm* 
VIRGINIA-.- ^ . 

A. Steward, to const Rar. A. D. P^Uuck, 

of Richmui^f n L. Mn 
OHIO- ^ 

■' New Madison, 1^ Putnam, by Rev. M. 

H. Wilder, 

Viaton, Presb. Ch., to cojMt Rev. HIrun 

R^HpweaJLM.^ ' 



TOO 

12SiOO 
60 00 
10 50 

7 90 



24 00 
500 
600 



g23 
60 
500 
5 00 



30< 



3000 



JUceipt* of tk* Central Jgemy at Utica, 
from April l8fA ioAngntt let, 1837. 
Adams, 
Belvilk, 

Clinton. Mr. Olcott, 
Cortlattdville, 
Covenuy, First Ch^ 10; Second Ch., 33; 

G. D. Phillips, L. M. in part, 19, 
Blbridge, 
Fayetteville, 
Hartwick, bequest of Griffin Crafty 

deo., by Daniel Bo«H)ee, Executor, 
Homer, 

Houseville, by Rev. J. Mar0O4:k, 
La Fargeville, Rev. P. Camp, 
La Fayetie, 

Lisle, by Rev. S. G. Orton, 
Lysander, Fem. H. M^ Amoc., Mrs. M. 

Beach, Sec, in part to const. Hev. £.. 

C. Beach, L. D., 
Manlius, 29 53 ; A. Rowe, 5, 
Marshall, Cuog*L Soc, 11 85; E. Page, 

extra, 4, 
North Penfield, Fem. Benev. Soc, by 

Rev. A. Day, 
Otisco, Fem. H. BL S., Mrs. M. Johnson, 

Treasurer, 
Do. Presb. Soc.,€. Johnson, Trees., 
Pompey, 
8ackelt> Harbor, 
St. Lawrence Co., D. M. 8., 
Smyrna, 
Utiea, First Cb.,Con., 36 75; Mrs. and 

Miss Bacon, 5; Mrs. Martin, 1 ; Mrs. 

B. B. Lansing, 1 ; E. M. Gilbert, 10, 

Second Ch., Coll.. 8 50 ; W. J, " 
20; Rev. A. Savajre, 5, 
Watelto»1^ 8<^D0ild'<»., 
W^ord, 



N. r. 



695 
17 75 


55 00 

14 78 
26 50 


100 00 
950 

10 00 

28 91^ 
16 00 


30 0(^ 
34 53 



15 85 

1100 



34 67 
1100 
91 00 
99 50 
19T00 


53 75 


33 50 
95 57 
95 00 
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A DEATH-RED CONVERSION. 

Early one morning in February 
last, a young man cafled to see me, 
with the request that I would get into 
the sleigh with him, and go and visit 
his father, who, he said, was dying, 
His father. I found on inquiry, was a 
Mr. T., who lived about seven miles 
from this place, and who was known 
to me scarcely otherwise than by name. 
After we haa started, I inquired of the 
young man respectitig his father's state 
of mmd, his past history, &c. He 
told me that he had been brought up a 
Congregationalist ; that he came to 
this country some thirty years ago ; 
that his life, he supposed, nad been a 
good deal exceptionable ; that he ap- 
peared about a week after he was taken 
sick, (which was about four weeks 
previous,) to have been brought to re- 
pentance ', and that, as he had never 
made a profession of religion, he was 
desirous to do so before he died, by 
partaking of the sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. On arriving at the 
house, I found the family in tears, and 
I was immediately conducted into the 
sick man's room. Mr. T. had his 
reason perfectly, and could speak in a 
whisper. The family were disposed 
to press the immediate adn^inistration 
of the ordinance referred to, as it was 
thought that the £BLther could survive 
but a very short time. I replied, that 
whatever t)ie event might be, I cQuld 
Qot proceed unless th^ path of duty 
should be pls^in. Upon this, a pious 
person present^ gave me an account of 
Mr. T^s. exercises during his sickness, 
i^d of the manifest change which, haa 
iMxuired in, hi^ vif^ws smi feelings 



about three weeks previous. On con- 
versing with the dyinsf man himself, 
my mind was as well satisfied as it 
could have been in any case of the 
kind. He had, in his youth, been well 
instructed ; and although he had lived 
for more than fifty years without God 
in the world, he appeared, at length, to 
have come to himself. A few days 
after his illness commenced, he ap- 
peared to have such an overwhelming' 
sense of the wickedness of his heart 
and life, that he was thrown almost 
into despair. This state of mind was 
succeeded by a hope in the Saviour, at 
first, faint and trembling, but at length 
more and more confirmed, and, if we 
may judge from its fruits, scriptural. 
He appeared perfectly calm, and to be 
equally removed from slavish fear on 
the one hand, and from presumption 
on the other. I asked hinl if he could 
give himself, soul and body, to Christ, 
as a poor, lost sinner. He replied, " 1 
think I can, and do." I asked him if 
he thought he had a proper sense of 
the wickedness of his heart and lif^. 
He replied, "I have seen much of my- 
self ; uKtre, almost, than I could bear. 
I have nothing to plead but the merey 
of Gk)d. I have tried to cast myself on 
Christ, and I do feel that he has re- 
ceived me." On my inquiring why be 
wished to partake of the ordmance of 
the Supper, he replied in substance-^ 
" I am aware that there is np inherent 
efficacy either in this ordinance or in 
any other, but I should consider it a 

Frivilege to partake of it before I die. 
have never made a profession of re- 
ligion. I wish by this act to confess 
Christ; I wtsh, by my dyinc tesiii99- 
ny, to declare to my neighbors ^^d 
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friends, their obligation to confess 
Christ.' 

The case to me was new, but I 
thought of the words of the apostle, 
" Can any one forbid water," &c. ; 
and after we had knelt in prayer around 
Mr. T.'s bed, I proceeded to adminis- 
ter the symbols of a Saviour's tieath to 
him, and two or three other communi- 
cants present. It was a solemn hour, 
and I trust that the exercises were 
blessed to the good of the spectators. 

I should add, that for a fortnight or 
more before he died, his words were 
mostly either those of prayer and 
praise, or those of exhortation. With 
great earnestness he urged his family 
anti neighbors to embrace Christ. A 
few days afterwards 1 attended his fu- 
neral. Two or three reflections natu- 
rally arise : 

L We see in the case of Mr. T*., the 
importance of early religious instruc- 
tion. For more than thirty years he 
had, for the most pan, been excluded 
from the privileges of the gospel ; and 
although he had disregarded, yet he 
had not forgotten the instructions he 
had received in his childhood. ^ 
, 2. It is but seldom that what is cal- 
led a death-bed repentance is by any 
means satisfactory. The wicked, for 
the most part, are difiven away in their 
wickedness. Mr. T. appears to have 
died like the penitent thief, and there 
is much reason to hope that he is now 
with his Saviour in paradise, 
• 3. Mr. T. mourned, till his last 
breath, that he had not lived a pious 
life. He felt that he had dishonored 
Xxod, and injured the souls of others. 
If sinners wish to die in peace, let 
them repent at once. God may not 
extend mercy to them as he did to 
-Mr. T. 

4. How various are the cases with 
which ministers of the gospel have to 
deal ! While on the one hand they 
should guard against daubing with 
unleranered mortar, they should, on the 
other nand, become all things to all 
men. The Saviour did not break the 
bruised reed, nor quench the smoking 
flax ; nefther should they. What a 
privilege, to comfort, in a dying hour, 
even one who has been saved as if "by 



EXERCISES OF A FEMALfi. 

(Selected from accounta of religion* erentt in the 
early part of the present century ; and inserted by 
reque»t.J 

During a religious awakening, Mary 
(for so we shall call her name in the 
present account,) fixedly opposed the 
work, treated it with levity and con- 
tempt, and with great obstinacy for 
several months continued to reject 
the counsel of God, and to put far from 
her eternal life. 

But O, how mysterious, how won- 
derful and gracious, were the designs 
of Divine Providence ! At a time 
when she appeared proof agaiAst all 
serious impressions, God was pleased, 
in a very sudden and surprising maa- 
ner, to tear away, if I may so speak, 
the thick veil which had been upon 
her heart, to open her eyes to see its 
sinful deformity, and to fill her socd 
with pungent and inexpressible an- 
guish. ^ 

By request, the writer of this article 
made her a visit ; he found in her very 
deep distress, and, to appearance, un- 
der clear and strong conviction. She 
expressed herself, at this interview, to 
the following effect : " I have here- 
tofore been the most ignorant and 
stupid being that ever lived. The 
one thing needful, the care of my soul, 
I have altogether neglected. I have 
been astonishingly unmindful of God : 
arid the solemn realities of eternity I 
have banished from my mind. Thus 
have I lived, all my days, to the pre- 
sent time. O my heart, my hard and 
sinful heart ! It is full of sin— full of 
every kind of pollution. Never was 
there so great a sinner. My sins ap- 
pear too great to be forgiven. It seems 
ay if there could be no mercy for me. 
I deserve none. Everlastingburnings 
are my just due, and I cannot but 
wonder, that God has kept such a 
wretch so long out of hell. What 
shall 1 do. O, what shall I do !» 

After addressing the throne of sprace 
in her behalf, and conversing with her 
in a manner tlje writer thought suit- 
able to her situation, he left her, appa- 
rently somewhat more composed, but 
without any real relief. 

Soon after, making her another vi- 
sit, he found her much in the sam<i 
state of mind as before. Her distress, 
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however, 4icl not appear altogether so 
great ; but her conviction seemed to 
be Qiore ckar and deeply fixed. He 
endeavored, at this time, to convey to 
her mind as forcible and correct ideas 
as possible, of the nature, the mag- 
nitude, and dreadful consequences, of 
sin; and of the nature, reasonable- 
ness and necessity of repentance to- 
wards God, and of faith in thfe Lord 
Jesus Christ; and of her obligation 
immediately to repent and believe, or 
to become a new creature. 

He endeavored also to elucidate, 
and impress upoii her mind, the fol- 
lowing things ;— that the merciful 
proviwon of the gospel is abundantly 
sufficient for all who are but disposed 
to avail themselves of it ; that the 
greatness of her sins would be no ob- 
stacle to the everlasting salvation of 
her soul, were she but willing^ to ac- 
cept that salvation, freely offered to 
her in the gospel ; that all things were 
ready for her pardon, safely, and eter- 
nal happiness ; that, should she perish, 
she could have none to blame but her- 
self, and therefore, that all delays and 
excuses, with respect to compliance 
with duty, were very dangerous and 
unspeakaoly crimind; and, in fine, 
that since 6od had come near to her, 
by the convincing operations of his 
Spirit, her criminality would awfully 
increase, should she continue to re- 
sist his strivings, and that her situa- 
tion would become unspeakably more 
dangerous and deplorable than it ever 
had been, should she grieve the Spirit 
to depart from her. 

To these observations she listened 
with eager and anxious attention, and 
appeared to be affectingly convinced, 
that these things were really so. On 
taking leave, she pressed the writer to 
call upon h^r again, as soon as might 
be convenient. 

A few days after, he accordingly re- 
newed his visit, and found her com- 
paratively, in a calm and tranquil 
state of mind ; -she expressed, how- 
ever, no hope that she had experienced 
a saving change of heart. Her great- 
est anxiety seemed to arise from an 
apprehension, that her conviction was 
wearing off, and that she should be 
left of God, to relapse into her former 
state of stupid security ; yet she ap- 



peared to have a clearer view of the 
nature of sin ; of her own unwor- 
thiness, and the awful plague of het 
heart, than she had ever before ma* 
nifested. 

Being particularly interrogated with 
respect to her views and exercises, 
the following is the substance of the 
answers which she returned : — ** I 
appear to mvself the most vile, abo- 
minable and loathsome of the human 
race. I can think of no person, how- 
ever profligate and abandoned, who 
does not appear, in comparison with 
my own character, amiable and pure. 
Nothing in the universe appears so de> 
formed and odious as my own sinful 
heart. I loathe and abhor myself. 
But, as much as I discover of the de- 
formity and vileness of my. heart, I 
know that God discovers a thousand 
times more than I do. He knows my 
heart, altogether. All its lurking- 
wickedness is fully exposed to his 
omniscient view. I am sensible that 
I can hide nothing from him; and I 
think 1 would not were it in my power. 
Although God hates sin with a total 
hatred, yet I would not hide any of 
my sins, great and numerous as they 
are. if I could do it. 

" Sin is so abominable and loath- 
some, it is reasonable and fit that God 
should hold it in the highest decree of 
abhorrence. It is perfectly right that 
God should hate and abhor my wicked 
heart, my wicked character, my wicked 
self. As a sinner, as the vilest of sin- 
ners, I know that God must oppose 
me, and set his face against me ; and 
nothing can be more reasonable than 
this. I do not wish it were otherwise. 
How can I desire that the ail holy 
God should approve and love that 
which, even to me, a poor miserable 
sinner, appears so loathsome and hate- 
ful ! I ought not to be such a creature 
as I am. God requires me to hate 
every evil and false way ; to love him, 
at all times, and with all my heart and 
soul, and even to be perfect, accord- 
ing to my capacity, as he is perfect. 
This requirement, I know, is reason- 
able, nor do I wish it were abated, 
although I am sensible that I am con- 
tinually exposing myself to everlast^ 
ing destruction by disobedience. 

"The divine law condemns, and 
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jufttly coi^demos me to hell for every 
tnuMgression. How really tken do I 
deserve that dreadful place of tor- 
rnenty for my sios, which are so nu- 
merous and so horrible ! And, should 
everlasting destruction be my final 
doom, I know it would he just. Qod's 
throne w^ld lie guiMess, and my 
mouth must be stopped. 

" O the dreadful end of the up- 
(fodly ! I know not but that end will 
he nune 1 I am in Crod's hand, and 
he can and will do with me as seem- 
eih him good. I know that I can 
neither flee from him, nor alter his 
determinations. His coimsel will 
stand, and he will accomplish all his 
pleasure. It is my duty to say, Amen, 
and I think I can say so. The Judge 
of all the earth will do right ; let his 
will therefore be done. Should it 
seem good in his sight to visit me 
wkh pain, sickness and grievous af- 
flictions, and even to strip me of my 
dear children and of all my other 
Wordly comforts, it appears to me that 
I could willingly submit. I desire to 
make no terms or conditions with 
God,^but to refer myself and all that I 
have, without reserve^* to his disposal 
for ever." 

8uch were, apparently, the views 
and ej^ercises of iff ary. The writer 
has not aimed at confining himself to 
the exact mode by ^ich she conveyed 
her ideas ; hut he has endeavored to 
ntake a just statement of the senti- 
ments which she communicated. 

It may here be worthy of remai^, 
that although she expressedan ardent 
desire to be renewed in the spirit of 
h^r mind ; to be rid of her hard and 
sinful heai^t, and to see and realize 
things of a religious nature, as she 
supposed good people did. yet she did 
not afj^ar to apprehend tnat this was 
then, in any measure, her case. 

It may be important also to add, that 
previous to th^s period she had heard 
but very little conversation on the 
sul^ect of experimental religion, and 
had been greatly inattentive to, and 
ignorant o^ religious subjects in ge- 
neral. What she expreissed seemed 
to be eminently the resist of divine 
teadiing. 



All INVAUD MtlfI6TER< 

Joseph AUein, an Enslish clergy* 
man, was distinguished for his leanir 
ing, piety, and diligence in doing 
good« He had a feeble constitution, ^ 
y^et accomplished much for the salva^ 
tion of sinners. . While he was sick 
at Bath, it is related of him that he 
grew exceedingly in srace, and had 
much communion with God, and such 
joys, that neither was his weak body 
able to bear them, nor his tongue to 
express them. It so pleased the Lord, 
that at the same time many heavenly- 
minded persons resorted to Bath for 
their health's sake. To these^ and to 
others who came .to visit him, he 
would so enlarge on the dealings of 
God with his soul, as greatly 4o edify 
the hearers, and prepuce deep im- 
pressions on many whb were strangers* 
to religion. Even the opposers of god- 
liness, and such as woula hear nothing 
on the subject of religion from others, 

1 would receive admonition from Mr. 
AUein ; and that notwitbstandpg he 
reproved them for swearing, intempe- 
rance, and wanton deportment. His 
reproofs were managed with so much 
respect to their persons and places, • 
and so happily timed and tenderly ad- 
dressed, that they could not but take 
them well, though they were sharp 
and plain. 

Notwithstanding the time taken up 
with the bath every day, and the visitsT 
from his acquaintanc^ he kept hi9 
constant seasons of retirement for re- 
ligious duties, four times daily. He 
engaged his chairman who took him 
to the bath, to come earlier than the 
r^l^ular hour, for the purpose of car- 
rying him to the sc)iools and alms- 
houses, and to the godly poor, espe^ 
cially tne widows, to whom he gave 
money, conferring with them concern- 
ing.their spiritual condition, and pray- 
infi: with them. He also engaged the 
school teachers to teach the cated^ism^ 
and himself furnished numerous co- 
pies for this purpope. besides other 
small books ; and alter a week or 
fortnight he would again visit them 
and examine their prt^ess* 
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Go, Pbeach the Gospel Mark zvi. 15. 

How shall they pbiach except they he senti . . . Rom* x. 16. 

T«1.X. 0€XOBBB> ISSr. N«.6. 

PERSEVERE. 

It is a defeet in the benevolence of the present day, that it is impatient for 
rewiUs. Effects are looked for too soon; and if they are not realized at the expect- 
ed period, there is a relaxation of effort, or a chaise in its direction. ForgetM 
of the analogies of ProvideQce, which teach us that the alternations of the sea- 
tons, the successive and gradual changes of many months, must intervene be- 
tween aeed time and harvest, we are disappointed if the fruit do not accompa- 
ny the blossbm -r if large and permanent moral changes are not seen almost 
cotemporaneoualy with our first labors to produce thexn.- 
. This is particularly true in relation to efforts for the salvation of our own 
country. There is scarcely an object that can be named, which promises more 
for the progress of the whole cause of Christ in the world, than the general 
spread of true religion here. The importance of this object is two-fold. 
First, here are more than fifteen millions of souls, who in one generation will 
have impressed their character on a still larger number of their successors, 
and departed to the awards of the judgment seat. Secondly, the American 
people are fitted by many considerations of character, soil, government, d^c, 
to be influential in advancing or retarding the gospel among other nations. 
Here is the recruiting ground for the missionary host ; here are the magazines 
from which the weapons of their warfare are to be furnished. To evangelize 
America, then, is a great and important work. And the difOiculties are 
great. While evangelical Christians are attempting this work, infidels and 
the advocates of different forms of spurious Christianity are as zealously en- 
deavoring to counteract our efforts. The contest is waged from month to 
month with various success. In one part, light prevails: in another, darkness 
gains the ascendancy. Here, truth and goodness are on the advance j there, 
they are retreating before the power of error and vice. True, the promise is 
on our side, and we know that Christ's cause will ultimately triumph. But it 
may not be this year, or next, or ten years hence. It 19 not for us to " know 
the times and the seasons which the Father hath put in his own power." It 
hours to persevere — his to crown our efforts with success in due time, if we 
faint not. 

In saying that the churches expect results too soon in the work of evan- 
gelizing this country, we must not be understood to imply that favorable re- 
sults have not crowned the efforts already mada. We are sometimes filled 
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with astonishment at what God has done in answer to the prayers and exer- 
tions of Christians, especially for the cause of Christ in the West. But the 
work was greater than many imagined. It is difBicult without a personal sur- 
vey, for any one to get a true conception of the vast area over which, moral 
influences must be spread. We may examine our maps, and make our esti- 
mates, smd ascertain the arithmetical magnitude of the work; \tvJL i|ii only 
by actual exploring, and personal contact with the people at their homes, amid 
their real circumstances, that a true conception can b6 formed of the nature 
and difficulties of the enterprise, of the time requittle, and of the VBrious means 
to be employed. 

The conclusion to which the researches of this Society has conducted the 
Committee, and to which they wish the friends of the cause to come, is> th^ 
their work is large and long. It will be no brief skirmish that shall win this 
country to Immanuel. The contest will be arduous and protracted. Let 
Christians, dien, make up their minds, to do mare than they ever lum^ done 
for this cause, and to keep on doing more. Every form of welt doing, m pro« 
moting Christian education, distributing the Scriptures and tracts, aa^ espe- 
cially in pr^ching the Gospel, must be continued, and with inereated 
efficiency. Every encouragement that a reasonable degree of suceesa eaa 
give, is furnished by the history of past etkxts ; ^ i «. the success has been m 
Urge proportion to the means employed. And then, if we would have Airlhef 
motives, let us consider what a Master we serve ! How unshrinking in his 
entkurance, how long-suffering in hb labcnrs for our salvBtoon ! Havmg then 
such an example, let us not esteem any sacrifice too great, or any oontinuaiiGe 
of exertion too long for us to make in his cause. 



REPORTS OF MISSIONARIES, 



TRULS OF THE MISSIONARIES 

Awngfrom pecuma/ry embwrrasements, 
Frmn a Mi$siona/ry in 3^ckigan. 

I HAVi been perplexed for a few months 

Sst, in proounne food for my ftmnily.-^ 
oat of my church and society are mechan- 
ics. I believe all but four or five have to 
pusohaae the provisions which their fami- 
lies consume, and are dependent, generally, 
upon their laoor for funds to do this. The 
pressure in «ommercial affairs produces a 
stagnatUm of business, so that it is almost 
impossible for a large portion of my church 
and society to get a single dollar. Many 
valuable members of the church and society, 
including aU the officers but one, have lived, 
for weeks together, and some for months, 
without meat and without vegetables of any 
descriptbn, and could not get the n^ans m 
procuring them^ Your Missionary has 
shared, to some extent, in these privations. 
Had it not been for the assistance derived 
from your Society, ray family must have 
suffered extremely. The society here has, 
mot paid me aidoUar since last January ; and 



we have no farmers fihom whom I can be 
sui^Iied with the necessaries «f life. Tfas 
people seem willin|: to do what tibey can, 
but you will perceive, from what Ihaveal- 
readv Stated, that, they ar« anabla te 6& 
mannat pretent, 

Fr^m a MissiotiMry in. JMiana. 

My siq^^rt fi)r this >rear ia* not as goedl 
as it was last year. Persons, of other de-< 
nominations and men of the world say they 
4id not intend tooontkrae their aid fbrmore 
than a year; they only wished (• ginre «a m 
start; and thus leave the whole burdeot 
to rest on the little church. Though the 
members of the obuich generally doubled 
their subscriptions^ they camaot raise mo)» 
than $160, and it is expensive Uving here, 
so that from these fhcts I was induced to ap- 
ply for a oommtssion another year. Ne- 
cessity compels me to renew my application. 
We have been much afflicted. Myself, wift 
and four children have been sick ; my w4fe 
is still GOBfiaed to her bed*-^ and' theebil* 
dren are able to be up. It was with diCr 
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««H7 thnt I prMclMd yesUrdtyy tttting 
^hiiw& Ia our affliotioii we were left withr 
out a monei of luiy thing until tke sympa- 
(kteo of the people were awakened in our 
lavor. We ean Irulf eay tte Lioid prori- 
4led for us. 

I learn from reports that your Society is 
in distress, and if I had any other way of 
doing, I would not apply; but I am out in 
this country now, and too poor with my 
lar^ (iunily to go back, and too feeble to 
mamtaitt then by manual labor. Yet I 
despair not ; the Xiord is pleased to own my 
labors, nnd that bears me up. 

J^rom Another, 

Neeessity compels me to do what I had re- 
noWed not to do^to send my draft. I have 
ktma Waiting wkh great anxiety to hear 
tkat the treasury was relieved from its em- 
bMrrassment; and still hope that it is, or 
will be before my draft jreaches you. But 
auffsr me to say, without going into par- 
ticulars, that my case is ur^nt. I could fill 
my sheet if necessary, with my plea. I 
wish it w«re in my power to relinquish a 
part of it; but I cannot without great em- 
fcairastreent* 

An&tKtr Case, 

I receiTod vour letter stating the embar- 
rassments of the A. H. M. S. and contain- 
ing a reauest that I should not draw on the 
Society for the stipulated aid in my commis- 
sion from you. This has embarrassed me 
rery much. I had in severid instances en- 
tered into contracls depending on the receipt 
of that sum to meet them. I had bought 
oute fbr my borseof one man, and sugar for 
my fomily of another, and was obliged to 
^Te up the articles because 1 could not pay 
wt them. 1 cannot teH what to do under 
these circumstances. I sometimes ih'wk I 
Ittustleate this people; but that would be 
fike destroying lul that I have done. The 
Lord has blessed my labors here in the con- 
version of sinners and the build ine up of 
Ms church, and the church mee unwilling to 
hare me Iwive on any considerations. 

This church is poor. We began to build 
m Mecllinff^houBe, but it has come to an en- 
tire stop for want of means; and yet, every 
Sedbtwth reminds us of the urgent need of 
it But enough of Mb-, ike Lord'mUpra^ 



A MsH&nary in Ohio writes, 

Hitherto my own family has been sup- 
plied with the seeessaries oi life, but we 
Werfound itttoeessaryto practice a ri^id 
eoonom^E^ to make ear raeotoe meet our ex- 
pensesi I tinnk I haf« at tknes, durine 
monthmpnMylBMmttavfict thd ptlitiMi^ an 1 



never before offer^ it, ** GKve us. day bf 

dav our daily bread." It has been said thai 
" the time of man's extremity is God's op- 
portunity." It may also be said to be the 
time of man's opportunity, since then he 
may learn to pnse blessings which he 
might otherwise undervakie. 



IPPECTINO LrBfeRALmr. 
The following instance of self-denial and 
generosity has aiiected us deeply, and the 
more, as it is by no means the first exam- 
ple of *^deep poverty abounding to the riches 
of his liberality," afforded by our acquaint- 
ance with the writer: 

In the last letter I received firom you I 
was apprized of the embarrassed state of 
the Society, arising from the unparalleled 
pecuni ary pressure in the country. In con^ 
sequence of this embarrassment, it was re- 
commended that efforts be made to raise 
money to aid the Society. But the mat 
scarcity of money among us, would have 
rendered all efforts unavailing ; and there- 
fore I did not think it expedient to call upon 
the people for assistance. Thoueh, perhap^, 
I may be as much in need of money ae 
many missionaries, having six in my mmi- 
ly dependent on my salary ; and having ' 
had considerable sickness in the family 
since my last report ; and having received 
less than thirty dollars from the congrega- 
tion, for the last three quarters of the pas- 
toral year, yet I think I feel willing to share 
with others in bearing the burden of the 
day. Twenty-five, of the seventy-five dol- 
lars which wiU be due me in Septemb^, i 
give as a donation to the Society. It has 
appeared to me. Sir, that if ministera of the 
gospel, who feel kindly to the A. H. M. S., 
and who have very amoU salaries y woukl 
do what they could, without depriving their 
families of any of the real comforts of lifb, 
in aid of the Home Missionary cause, the 
Society might immediately proceed in ite 
operations, without embarrassment. 

COMMENDABLC AND SUCClSSrUL EFFORT. 

The church alluded to in this article are do- 
pendent on Home Ifissionary aid. The se^ 
vere pressure of the times obl^gfed the Execu- 
tive Committee to reduce their last appropri- 
ation ^2^ dollars below the sum requested. 
This caused great disappointment to the peo- 
ple, and deo to the paston The latter, im 
pttftieulbr, was embarrtiseed, not only by 
cutting off a portion of his support for the 
coming year, but also by the inability of the 
Society to pay the emount due for the labore 
of thielpi«fion»year^ TheaediMppoialnMQti^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



92 



THE HOME MISSIONARY. 



[October, 



howeyer, did not <£iiiiiiish the confidence of 
the people in the Society, but, as will be seen 
by the following letter from the pastor, gave 
a stimulus to their benevolence, and thus en- 
abled them to raise, on their own field, a con- 
siderable portion of the amount appropriated 
to its cultivation. We commend the exam- 
ple to all firiends of the A. H. M. S., and espe- 
cially to all churches needing aid, as teach- 
ing the lesson that " we never know how 
much we can do until we have tried.'' 
A daUar from each, ckurch member, 
I received the Home Missionarjr con- 
taining; the article, "The Missionaries are 
Suffering," and also the New- York Obser- 
Ter, containing the appeal of the Secretary 
of "the Western Agency of this State," and 
guggesting the plan to the churches of en- 
deavoring to raise speedily for the Home 
Missionary Society the sum of one dollar 
from each ckurch member. In view of this 
appeal, and those statements, I felt it incum- 
bent on us, notwithstanding our poverty 
and dependence upon the S>ciety for our 
very existence, to try the plan, and endeav- 
or to obtain that sum from as many of our 
members as possible. I thought it best, 
therefore, to delay sending this report, until 
I could make the attempt, and communicate 
at the same time the siKcess of the trial. — 
Accordingly, I employed the afternoon of 
the Sabbath preceding the last, in calKng 
the attention of my people to this subject, 
read to them the above articles, and made 
■ueh other statements as the case seemed 
to require; and then told them that I in- 
tended, in the ^^ourse of the week, to call 
upon them all, and give every member an 
opportunity of responding to the appeal of 
the Society. I did so ; and as the result of 
this ^ort, I am happy to -state that yester- 
day I paid over to yoUr agent, the sum of 
$71 31 ; besides which there remains sub- 
scribed $32, which will be paid in the course 
of the fiill; making the sum of $103 31 
which you will receive from this church 
in answer to your appeal. I am the more 
gratified with this result, as it exceeds very 
considerably the amount which I supposed 
it possible to be raised by us, under existing 
circumstances. We have seFeaty-five mem- 
bers connected with our church; but of 
these there are only fifl^-seven within the 
bounds of the congregation, the rest having 
removed without letters of dismission. I 
would also state, that of the above amount 
subscribed, $45 is from two individuals — 
$30 from one^ to constitute a life member 
of the Society, and $15 from another, in 
part for the same purpose. But deducting 
these sums from the amount, there remains 
a sum a little more than equal to a dollar 
for such member within our bounds. I have 



no hesitation in saying, that if the churches 
generally would come up to this effort, and 
give in proportion to their ability as our 
people have done, the treasury of the Socie- 
ty woukj be fiUi to overflowing. The roost 
of our members have given out of their pov- 
erty. They are chiefly females, Twe nave 
only thirteen men in the church,) and the 
greater part of them are poor, many of 
them dependent on their own daily exer- 
tions for support. For a few of this class, 
who really had not the means of giving, 
some of those more able have given a dol- 
lar, in addition to one for themselvee. Oth- 
ers who felt unable to give this sum, were 
permitted the privilege of giving what they 
could, and two or three who are not mem- 
bers have also contributed. In this way we 
have raised the amount. 

I have thought, why cannot the churebes 
geTherally adopt this plan, and act upon it. 
It is surely feasible, All that is^ieeessary, 
is, for every minister to lay the subject be^ 
fore his people, and then let every member 
be personally solicited to contribute as soon 
as possible his share. I am auite sure, that 
if this ckurch could raise a dollar from each 
member, there are very few churches in 
which, with proper effort, the Like sum 
mi^ht not be raised ; and thus the Society 
be immediately relieved from its distressing 
embarrassments, and its Missionaries be 
no more obliged actually to suffer from the 
want of the necessaries of life. 



ALlBAULi. 

JP^om Rev. Robert Hobnanj MardisviUejAl. 

AWAKENING. 

The Lord hath been pleased to pour out 
his Spirit and revive his work in one of my 
churches. In the Hatchet-Creek church, 
twenty-five miles from this place,I commen- 
ced a sacramental meeting on Thursday, the 
20th July. It was numerously attended from 
the beginning, but with no special indication 
of the divine presence, until Sabbath even- 
ing. Before the close of the service, the 
influence of Grod's Spirit was manifest in 
every part of the assembly. There was no 
noise; it was "the still sipall voice"-— a 
deep and solemn feeling, more reserabUns 
a death-bed scene than any thing else. • AU 
kinds of temporal business were suspended, 
and all classes ciune to the meeting. The 
interest increased until the close. We were 
compelled to discontinue the meeting on 
Monday night I had no assistance except 
that or an eminently pious and efficient 
dder. 

Thirteen have been added to the com- 
munion of our church ; some will join otb> 
er churches, and nivdtitudes went away un- 
comlorted. Oh that the converting ana«aTo 
ing graee of Gtod may go with than 1 
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From Rev. A, Jones, Harmonyf West of 
Missouri, 

My time is now divided between this 
place, Deep-Water, and a small tettleineni 
about six miles north of this. The; pjrps- 
pect for doing good may, on the whole, be 
considered encouraging. The little church 
at this place still lives, and continues to en- 
joy the ordinances of the gospel. Our last 
oommunion season, three weeks since, 
was peculiarly refreshing. God's presence 
seemed to be manifested, and his children 
much strengthened. There is now an en- 
couraging; prospect ihat the company of be- 
lievers win be considerably increased in 
my little circuit du^ins the present year. 
Seven belonging to the Presbyterian church 
are -expected to settle on Deep- Water this 
£iill. Should our expectations be realized 
in this respect, it may bethought best, in the 
course of the winter, to organize a church 
there. Some others of other communions 
may unite with us. 

Frontier Churches, 

The disorganized atate of society on the 
frontiers generally, is no small obstacle in 
the way of the success of the gospel Even 
Ohristians, coming from a distance and sit- 
ting down in neighborhoods of this kind, 
lose much of their zeal^ if nothing more. 
It is much to be regretted, that many ^ho 
once shone as lights in the world, on re- 
movimg where tteir influence ia most need- 
od, su&r th^ir love to cool, and their lights 
to be hid under a bushel. This is but the 
natural consequence of being deprived of 
the means of grace. What a comment on 
the depravity of the human heart is the fact, 
that when we are the most loudly called upon 
to double our diligence, we are the least dis- 
posed to put forth even common exertion ! 
I speak in regard to religion. It is not so 
in regard to the things of the worid. It 
mast necessarily be a long time before 
Christian societies will stand on that firm 
basis, along the frontiers, which is mostde^ 
sirable. One reason is, people feel less pec- 
' manently settled, and of courft fioel less in- 
terest in having things as they should be. 
Little is done by way of schools and other 
means of improvement. There is less pub- 
Ik spirit, and of cpurse less is done for the 
pubdie good. It is exceedingly difficult to 
collect. me smallest sum for any benevolent 
object The most that a minister of the goa- 
pet may expect, is a night's lodffing and 
norse feed. A lacge proportion of the aight 
years past I have spent in ptreaching to the 
destitute settlements in this vicinity. All 
that I have ever received from the people is 
twcnt^ine dollars, twenty rfiva of which 
vat ^ven by one individtiaL 



Even marriaees are often solemnised 
without any o&t of compensation being 
made. This ought however to be imputed 
more to the custom of the country than tor 
the state of feeline. In this section of the 
country it would be a death blow to a min- 
ister's usefulness to have it known that ^ 
received a salary (though ever so small) 
from the people. When we take these 
things into view, it is hardly matter of won- 
der or surprise, that we find so few prosper- 
ous churches. But notwithstanding, the 
gospel, and the gospel alone, applied by the 
Spirit of God, is able to remove these diffi- 
culties. Efforts must be made, and follow- 
ed up, if we would look for any favorable 
chang^. However barren and fruitless, I 
sometimes feel happy that the Lord has 
been pleased to call me to this field of labor.' 
I feel willing to continue my feeble efforts, 
and would ask your prayers to God, that he 
would five them the right direction, and 
crown tnem with his blessing. 



PRAY FOR THIS MISSIONARY. 

Upon a review of the past year, I think 
I have cause both for eratitude and deep 
humility. The Lord has preserved my 
health, and enabled me to endure many 
trials and hardships incident to the life of a 
Missionary in this newly settled region. 
I have labored hard, and fared hard. The 
deplorable state of Zion has often given me 
great distress. I have sometimes thought * 
that almost all the cold-hearted, worldly- 
minded professors of the East had emigra- 
ted to this country, for there are multitw^es 
of them here that cannot be. brought to the 
performance of any Christian duty, who 
are remaining out of the church in this r^ 
ffion. Indeed, they seem to esteem it a privi- 
ic^ that they are away from the. restraint 
of the church. Surely, they are the most 
inaccessible of any cIabs of hearers that the 
minister has to deal with ; hanging upon 
an old hope, and will often be o^ncfed wiUi 
the man that attempts to disturb it, though 
all the evidence goes to show that it is l&e 
the spider's web. If a minister preach that 
the religion of the Bible is paetical,, they 
cry out, " New Schoolism !" &c. My great- 
est trials have been from professors of reli- 
gion ; but God has given me grace to bear 
all. But I trust that my " labors have not 
been in vain in the Lord." Some have been 
stirred up to duty, and some sinners have, I 
trust, been brought out of darkness to light. 



INDrANA. 

From Rev. R. J. Hall, Thornton^ Ind. 

REVIVAL. 

Our last oommunion at this place, Sab- 
bath befere last, was a seaaon, we tniil» 
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long to be remembered by the people of Qod, 
as a time of refreehiiifi to their aoule, and 
of awakening to many careless sinners* Oft 
the Saturday pnTious,there were very mani- 
fest evidences of the Holy Spiht's working 
on the hearts of &aints and sinners. In the 
evening we held a very interesting prayei^ 
meeting, at which two individuals, deeply 
impressed, made known to us their situa- 
tion, and asked an interest in the orayers 
of Gkxl's people. The exercises of the Sab« 
bath were unusually impressive; at the 
close of which eight or ten professed anx- 
iety. During the week we held two prayer- 
meetings, ami spent as much time as we 
were able in private conversation with the 
anxious and with Christians. In this time 
We have become acquainted with fifteen 
cases of awakening. Some of these are 
now indulging a hope, and almost every in- 
dividual has been brought^ as we trust, to 
ehoose the Lord's side, and we have reason 
to expect soon to hear from them what the 
LonJ has done for their souls. We are be- 
ginning to feel and hope that this good work 
will be deepened and extended. Yet we 
woidd rejoice with trembling. 

1 had for some time sunk in despon<» 
dency with regard to my field of labov, 
and concluded from appearances that the 
Lord bad no work for me to do here, and 
was making arrangements to leaipe in a few 
.weeks ; but now I hope, in the end, to reap 
in joy, or leave the fieM ripe for the harvest 
Mo0t of the awakened are chitdMn of the 
eovenant. Some of them are yoong, some 
advanced in years ; some are heads oif luni- 
Mes, and some have been intemperate. 

My field, as I have intimated before, em- 
beaees a country rich in soil and ftist ilUng 
vp with inhabitants. How much good 
might be done hj a revival! how many 
ohttrelies focmded! how many souls saved I 
Oh that Chvistiane would pray fue us 1 Ob 
tfaatGtod wottkt bveaihe on these dt^ bones, 
that hefe a gseat maltitude may rise up to 
pcaisehim ! 

HELP NESDfiP Ur INDUNA. 

FftmMev. Moody Chms9, DwimUe, Hin- 
druks ca, Jhtd. 

i feel very much the need of another 
brother near, to exchaaee with and help 
me. This county is too lacffe fer one field* 
It is painful to tmnk of It as having but one 
preadier of our denomination. Our people 
are scattered all over it. Some of them are 
Tery much like sheefr without a shepherd. 
Once in some months^ they hear the gospel 
firom- me. In the intecvaJ they have oppor- 
tunitiBS of hearing the whole cirsTe of even- 
{[dical and unevailgefical preachers. 

mg^kk this.tow& iota ibr oQv bntit* Th« 



lot is purehaeedr-tiie a«riMra ave prepared, 
&c. Our Sabbath school is now on a better 
footing than it has erer been. 

FVom Rev. J, JL Bames^ EvaiuvHU, Ind. 

When I anriyed in November last, fheto 
were nineteen members of the church, on- 
ly seven of whom were males. They 
had enjoyed no Presbyterian preaching 
for more than a year, except by passing 
strangers. Every thing was in a tew 
state. Thechurchhad been torn by tmhap*' 
py dissensions, the sad effects of which are 
still to be seen. Though the population had 
considerably increased since I arrived, and 
some additions have been madle to the- 
church by letter, still we have very few wtKy 
are able this year to aid much in supporting' 
the gospel. Most of the increase are me* 
chanics, who have come hi with little or 
nothing but their hands, and this year wilV 
be able to do little more than provide fot 
their present necessities. 

But I have the compensation of knowing 
that I have not labored here in vain. My 
congregation has been regularly increasing, 
averaging now about one hundred and thir- 
ty ; some of whom have fbrmeriy been enr^ 
ttrely indifferent to religion. We have a 
very flourishing Sabbath- aehooL mimber- 
ing over one huiMhredseholars.. Atpvesent 
I superintend it my«if. The Metbodista 
have a school of about forty, the Epiacopa- 
Hans a school of about tmny soholasa. 
On the4thof JulT wiehadapublieeefebni- 
lion, in which att the schoola tmited. A. 
procession of over fiOO ehikhren was fom^ 
ed andprooeededlo thechuveh, whete they 
w«ra addressed in a mamier appropriate to 
theoccasioD. We h^ a teacher'a meeting 
every week, at which the lesaon tar tho 
commg Sabbatb is expUtned^ and which, 
for the preacNl, takes the pbcaof a Itikde 
class. 

Otttlwavd ciraQmatanceaaiBe allencoara* 
gudg. But we need the breath of the Al- 
mighty to fiv« us life. We have feeqnent* 
ly the solemn, the atteMtive andienoe^ with 
here and there a weeping stnnsr, but Qad 
has not y«C appeared in. iAri]AiMr«*; heuoo 
wt Umk aotfor htm im the wmgngd^osL 

A vaeofU Ch/urch. 

I have oooamomdly^ when i omM be 
iipatcdliete,pi««efaed inWarWsekeennty. 
There is a flourishing efaumltdiera of about 
thicty-flve membevs^ whaoh< haa-been deali!* 
tttteibralougtiiiuei Thefirst:time>li«aa 
theft was eariylaetspiiiigi' Iprehehed^and 
lilloitsdwitb^them tmm or thuee duyai. and 
Qod WW evidently piauMi bf bin Spirit. 
I left fleteval uMder daep^nviotian^ofi whom 
aone thse« o» ftur werff aoon) after' hgpaM^ 
ly converted, l^wod^cwipiiirtflrnithat 
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ioemiitf ^MTf mticli, and would gladly mp- 
port OM. 



BDtTCiTION OF THB tOUNG. 

The GhnstiftD mligioa jp « religion of light. 
Hence, whererer it iiftttowed to flonrieh urn- 
trammdled, it Ik the first of en ^ soda! in^ 
floences to promote the establishment of 
schools ; and the only one that makes them 
Blurseries of virtue as well as of knowledge* 
The following is oae among ^m aany flliuh 
iratkms of this truth, famished by tiie ope- 
rations of the American Home Missionary 
Society. 

In the education of our )routh, there have 
been no systematic exertions, adapted to 
promote tile xib^ect for which I am labor- 
ing. Sometimes, we have had no common 
^cnools: and at others our children and 
youth nave been instructed by strangers 
and foreigners. For several months past, 
I have been determined, if possible, to 
secure teachers of our common schools who 
will be active and useful members of the 
church, who will be efficient Sabbath school 
teachers, andVho will constantly endeavor 
to increase and render permanent that moral 
influence which I am aiming to exert. I 
have succeeded in obtaining two of this 
character, one male and the other female, 
who are now teaching in this place ; and I 
find them valuable coadjutors in the work of 
extending the influence of the gospel. They 
have entered upon the labors of the SalSh 
bath school with considerable zeal. Our 
school is well supplied with a library, and 
we have a smaH number of very constant 
and faithfiil teachers, and the school has 
for some time been gradually increasing 
in mimbers and in interest. But since we 
have received an accession of two experi- 
enced and pious teachers, it has increased 
more rapialy in size, and assumed a far 
more promising a^^pearance ; the number 
of scholars which has generally been, upon 
an average, somewhere like thirty, now ex- 
ceeds sixty. Another hopeful indication 
is the foct, that an association has just been 
farmed for the purpose of establtshing an 
academy. We nave already a subscription 
of $3,600 for the erection of butklings. 
This is the first association of any kmd 
ever formed in P. for promoting education, 
I fegaid the movement as one yntkh promi- 
ses good to this people. 

HICmGAN. 

J^om Rev, R, S. Cramp^^ MowhI GUI' 
mini, Mick 
tne FmsT txak's mssmut. 
With this day the term of my eommis- 1 



sion expires. I locAc back «p#n the year 
with emotions of gratitude and rejpret. Re- 
gret, that I have doae no more wt Christ 
and the souls of men; and gra^tude that 
the feeble efibrts I have made, have been 
crowned with so much success. The first 
Saturday night after my arrival with my 
fomily, we were unable to sleep till about 3 
o'clock of Sabbath morning, in consequence 
of the n<Mse in a bowling-atley ', and we 
were awakened very early by workmen in 
a blacksmith's shop. Before it was time to 
attend church, 1 probably heard the report 
of twenty guns, by sportsmen around the 
village, and during the day, I was almost 
constantly disturb^ in the same manner* 
But the change in the habits of the people 
has been great. J have not seen or heard a 
man at work on the Sabbath, for several 
months, and it is seldom, very seldom, that 
I hear the report of a gun. The alley has 
been broken up; a lar&re number of chil- 
dren and youth, about 60, have been gath- 
ered into a Sabbath school ; a temperance 
society on the principle of total abstinence 
from aU that can iiUoxicate^ has been form- 
ed and is flourishing. The congregation 
upon the Sabbath has more than doubled, 
and twenty-one have been added to the 
church — eleven by letter and ten by profes- 
sion. During; a part of the winter and 
spring we enjoyed the epracious presence of 
(iod, and twelve or fifteen, we trust, were 
made the subjects of renewing grace. Thus 
your Missionary has had many things to 
cheer his heart, and urge him on in his Mas- 
ter's work ; but he has also had many trialS| 
and trials to which pastors in New Eng- 
land are strangers \ at least I never knew 
them there. 



TXRMoirr. 

TJu Missionary at Saxton^sRiv^r 

Writes : " Though we have not enjoyed 
any thing like a general revival of religion, 
yet a few mercy drops have feUen. Five 
or six, in the judgment of charity, have 
passed from death unto life. Fourteen have 
been added to the church, seven of them by 
profession of their faith, and some five or 
six more are expected to unite soon. Our 
Sabbath school is very interesting, number- 
ing one hundred and twenty, embracing all 
ages, and having a library of 227 volumes. 
We have contributed $21 to Foreign Mis- 
sions, and $20 to Home Missions. The ad- 
ditions to our church, the hopeftil conver- 
sions, the harmony which exists in the 
church, and their wilUngness to do what 
they can for the support of the gospel at 
home and abroad, are cheering to the heart 
of your MissionaiT. Bat there are other 
things which are discouraging. Error has 
here taken deep root. Sin abounds ; there 
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is much profaneness ; alnd although there has 
been a decided advance as to the observance 
of the Sabbatli, there k yet an awful dese- 
cration of holy time amongst us. 



LOW£R CANADA. 



From Rev. A. J. Parker ^ Skiptonj L. C. 

REVIBW OF M18SI0NART LABOR. 



I now close eight years of labor ^ such as 
it has been, in this place; and this wants 
but a few months of the whole term of my 
ministry : and, even after eight years, I 
cannot say that I have labored so abundant- 
ly, or that those poor labors have been so 
abundantly blessed of God, that thej^ospel 
can fully be sustained yet without further 
foreign aid. But the review of what God 
has done for us does nevertheless cheer my 
heart, and not mine only, but the hearts of 
many. 

During the first six of these eight years I 
was the Missionaty of the Canada Home 
Missionary Society, before it became auxili- 
ary to the American Home Missionary Soci- 
ety ; and I was the first whom they commis- 
sioned. When I came hither I had no rela- 
tive, no individual of former acquaintance in 
the country. The place had never been visi- 
ted or explored with reference to its destitu- 
tion ; and I suppose that no Presbyterian, 
and not more than two Congregationalist 
ministers had ever been here ; and never a 
week's labor performed in the township 
by those two ministers. There was no 
rresDyterian or Congregational church or 
minister within 65 or TO miles, and the 
nearest Orthodox Baptist church was 50 
miles away, and they were destitute. In 
this place a Methodist class Aaci existed, but 
no religious society or minister was to be 
found when I came. Very few of the set- 
tlers were or ever had been professors of re- 
ligion. I could find but two males in the 
place that called themselves members of a 
church of our denomination ; but in these 
we had no good representation. Nor was 
prejudice against our denomination and 
their doctrines at all wanting. But God 
can raise up children to Abraham out of 
Uie stones, and make " those a people which 
were not a people." And it has pleased 
Grod so to order m his good providence, that 
for three yecu's past we believe that through- 
out this and at least one adjoining county, 
the. state of public feeling has been more 
warmly enlisted to obtain and cherish min- 
isters of our denomination than any other. 
And we bless his name, that, to some extent, 
the * hearts-desire' of God's scattered peo- 
ple has been realized, in that messengers of 
good things have been sent them. At pre- 
sent we can ^reet five sister churches and 
four laborers m the Lord within fifty miles, 



though but <me of thest is nearer to us 
than 35 miles. ' Behold what h«th Qod 
wrought.' 

Our own little flock numbers about sixty, 
who, we trust, walk together agreed. Our 
Sabbath school and Bible class are at pre- 
sent more interesting on the whole than 
we have eves witnesMd. 

The lack of provisions and scarcity, of 
money has affected us here as it has other 
communities. I could tell you of a number 
of families who contribute for the support 
of the gospel, who have lived - days and 
weeks without meat, bread, or potatoes: 
and without the aid ,of your Society, for 
aught we can see, your Missionary's family 
might have been brought to like straits. 
But we have much occasion for thanksgiv- 
inff. 

During the six months now closed^ the 
state of my health has forbidden my per- 
forming very much of ministerial duty, ex- 
cept the labors of the Sabbath, and this in 
considerable weakness. 1 have, however^ 
volunteered to visit, or cause to be visHted, 
each family in the township in behalf of the 
Montreal Auxiliary Bible Society, and sup- 
ply the destitute with Bibles. 1 am now 



ply 

ready to report about 150 families visited, 

and nearly 100 remain. 

The destitution is considerable, though 
less in this township than in those where 
none had been previously furnished. 

Loving to hear ike OospeL 

I saw some most unquestionable proofr 
of love to the gospel here. One agfi4 
widow frequently comes to our sanctuary, 
walking /icmr miles^ and other females walk 
as great a distance, over roads almost too 
bad to be passed in any other way. Aiid 
it is not uncommon to see an aged and in- 
firm man, and sometimes others, who walk 
six miles. In visiting the&e distant fami- 
lies, as I sometimes do, where they havs 
just broken in upon the dense forest and 
erected their log houses, I meet a wdcome 
that more than compensates for all the labor* . 
And in some instances as I have drawn 
ni^h tliese dwellings, I have listened to the 
voice of prayer, breathed forth in language 
and fervency that seemed tg tell that Grod 
was there. 

During the half year now closing, we 
have entered and dedicated to Qod our new 
and eommodious house of worship. And 
God has made some souls joyful in the 
house of prayer. In consequence of getting 
the place prepared, we have seen our con- 
gregation very considerably increased, and 
there has been manifest a greater interest in 
the ordnances of the gospel and more una- 
nimity of feeling in the congregation, and 
we hope that God will yet make the plase 
a sanctuary for many souls. 
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In closing, I cannot refrain from express- 
ing most sincere thanks for the kindness 
your Society have shown us in their ap- 
propriations ; and I trust that souls saved 
in the day of the Lord Jesus will be proof 
that their labor was not in vain, in the 
Lord. 



F^om our Missionary at THJfin, O. 

▲ LARGE riELD, AND PEW LABORERS. 

Tiffin is the count]^ seat of Seneca coun- 
ty, central in its location, and has a popula- 
tion of froKi twelve to fifteen hundred souls, 
ani must eventually be a place of consider- 
able businsss. It is desirable that a healthy 
influence be imparted from this to every ex- 
tremity of the county. An influence of 
some kind will not fail to be imparted. This 
is a strong hold of Romanism. There is 
no Presbyterian or Congregational church 
in the county north, south, or west of this; 
while in the south-east part there are four, 
and Presbyterians and Congregational ists in 
at least eight townships must, for some time 
to come, enjoy churcn privileges here, or be 
without them. Most of these townships 
are new but thickly settled. Nor, I might 
add, is there a church of our order in any of 
the adjoining counties north, south, or west 
of this, nearer than their centres; leaving an 
area of nearly forty miles in diameter, most 
of it thickly settled, without a Presbyterian 
or Congregational church or preacher, be- 
side myself, to administer the ordinances, 
or break the bread of life. When I look up- 
on this destitute region, in the eastern part 
of which Tiffin church is situated, so neg- 
lected and uncultivated, my heart sinks 
within me, and I am ready to exclaim. Who ' 
shall gather and feed Christ's scattered 
shsep, or bring into his fold those ready to 
perish 1 

The members of this church are so wide- 
ly scattered as to render it difficult to make 
a direct impression upon it as a body. 
There are but four families in town, any of 
whom are members of our church. The 
other members are scattered in various di- 
rections for several miles ; and some abso- 
lutely too far to give any thing like a con- 
stant attendance. There are not members 
enough of our order in toirn, to afford ac- 
com^nodation to members from abroad for 
any length of protracted exercise, or mate- 
rial to much extent for a Sabbath school. 
A small school has been sustained through 
the year, which we are now makins: efforts 
to enlarge by co-operating with the Reform- 
ed Metho lists, other orders in to wa having 
the ascendancy. We are destitute of a meet- 
ing-house, and too poor to build. We have 
worshipped till lately alternately with the 
Reformed Methodists, in an ohi school 
VOL. X, 13 



house, (of which we had no control,) both 
incommodious and often too strait for our 
audience. Under this embarrassment we 
applied for, and were refused the use of the 
court* house, which has recently been erect- 
ed, large and capacious. 1 he Reformed 
Methodists have since built a commodious 
house which they welcome us to use when 
it does not interfere with their arrange- 
ments; for which we are erateful Thus 
the Lord still pi'ovides. Our people make 
it apoint, as far as practicable, to assemble 
at Tiffin for one service on the Sabbath ; but 
on account of the distance, and badness of 
the roads, or ways (for we do not in all 
cases have roads) and want of the means of 
conveyance, they are unable to bring with 
them, as yet, the larger part of their fami- 
lies This difficulty we hope may be obvi- 
ated, as the country is improved. Another 
^discouragenlent is the diversity of senti- 
ments prevalent, and the almost endless va- 
riety of sects, divided and subdivided, till 
few can be found to co-operate. 

Thus situated, with my family eleven 
miles distant, I have preached every other 
Sabbath morning in Tiffin since the date of 
my commission, and previous to preaching, 
have conducted a Bible class of about thir- 
ty members; and in the aflernoon and even- 
ing, have preached once or twice as was 
practicable in somedistant neighborhood, in 
different directions, where some of our mem- 
bers reside. My congregations have been 
respectable for numbers and apparently at- 
tentive. Since I reported in April, ten have 
been received into our church, six by letter^ 
and four on profession. In one of my out- 
jx)sts of preaching, a Sabbath school of 
about forty has been vigorously sustained 
by one of our elders ; and I have there re- 
cently commenced a Bible class of some 
promise. At another, seven miles from 
Tiffin, a reading meeting is held and the 
scriptures are I'ead by a few families, on the 
alternate Sabbaths, with a view of beino; ex- 
amined on some portion as often as f can 
visit them. In several places Sabbath 
schools migrht be established within the 
bounds of this church, if superintendents, 
teachers and lK)oks could be obtained: but 
in these we are deficient, and the fields lie 
waste. I have endeavored on ^yeek days to 
visit families and lecture, as time and 
strength would admit. 



EMBARRASSMENTS. 

Though in comparative retirement, com- 
pared with commercial cities, my people 
and myself are truly embarrassed. Never 
was it more difficult than now, for my peo- 
ple to meet their subscriptions, nor a time 
when articles of living were higher. It is 
repugnant to my feelings to spread on pa-> 
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per my pecuniary embarrassments. Suffice 
It to say, that with a wife who for six 
months has been tinder medical treatment, 
and two small children to provide for, it re- 
quires more study (with my present resour- 
ee8)to n>eet necessary demands, than is con- 
sistent with buoyancy of spirits, or the best 
interests of my people. Yet, trusting in the 
Lord, I shall endeavor to continue, as I am 
able, my labors, and patiently wait the de- 
velopment of Providence; everprayin* for 
success on my own labors, and the efforts 
of your Society. 

I feel as much disconcerted'with the defi- 
ciency in the missionary funds as those 
who have failed for thousands. How to 
pay my debts and support my family is un- 
known to me at present. The congrega- 
tions where I labor will not be able to do 
what I had anticipated. This is a lumbering 
and grazing country, and is much more 
crippled and ertibarrassed than other farm- 
ing communities. 



NEW-yORK. 
A DARK PICTURE, 

I think that no consideration but a sense 
of duty could induce me to continue and la- 
bor here. Though there is frequent preach- 
ing in the town, and some by Baptist and 
Methodist brethren that is good, still this is 
emphatically a moral waste. So is the 
whole region west for more than seventy 
miles, and, much of the way, as manjr in 
width. After all that can be said of the im- 
perfections of the church, Tand surely, if 
angels could weep, ».hey would weep to look* 
at her,) what would be the condition of our 
country and the world, should she give up 
all efforts for the world's salvation 1 There 
can be no doubt but that the declaration of 
the beloved Redeemer of men to his disci- 
ples, "Ye are the salt of the earth," was 
theu and for ever will be true. 

Missionary experience. 
The language of my dying mother to me, 



a few days after I wa» licensed to preach, 
(and I know a thousand times better whit 
it means now than 1 did then, thirty years 
ago,)was,W.,you may find great opposition 
and complicated trials in preaching the gos- 
pel, but don't fear, preach it plainly and 
faithfully : yon and every disciple of Jesus 
has his promise, *' Lo I am with jou al- 
way even unto the end of the worW," That 
is enough, yes, W., that is enough. Amen. 
Were it not for his grace in the fulfilment 
of that promise, I surely should have given 
up long ago. 

My spirit is ready to die in me now, at 
times, in view of the ignorance, stupidity, 
vice and consequent ruin, in the midst of 
which, God in his righteous, and I have 
no doubt good providence, has placed me. 
1 have now been here three months, and had 
I known what was before me, probably 
should never engaged. But blessed be God, 
I did not know, and am, on the whole, not 
sorry. No, brethren, I have sometimes been 
led to bless God that I am here. Probably 
more than one half of this whole population 
around me, arc laboring to believe, and to 
persuade others to believe, that they have 
nothing to fear after death. They profess, 
most of them, to be Universalisis, but are 
downright infidels. They think more of 
the writings of infidels than of the Bible. 
They have no confidence in it as a book di- 
vinely inspired. You will know, of course, 
that the morals of the people are awfully 
corrupt — more ^nerally so than in any 
other place in which 1 ever lived. I honest- 
ly believe that multitudes about me have no 
more sense of moral obligation than paeans. 
Others, whose condition seems more hope- 
less still, oppose the truth and every thing- 
tbat is gfood, because they know and hate it, 
I could relate conversations and scenes at 
which you would weep, and in view of 
which it has, at times, seemed I should die. 
These very scenes, at times, lead me to bless 
God that 1 am here, and make me willing 
even io die here^ if the will of God be so, if 
I may be, as I have nb doubt I shall be, the 
means of salvation to some precious souls. 



THE STATE OP THE TREASURY. 

It is due to the friends of Home Missions, 
in times like the present, to keep them in- 
form^ of the state and prospects of the trea- 
sury of the Society. The accounts which we 
have published from month to month, since 
the last anniversary, have given abundant 
proof that the pressure has been very severe 
on our missionary churches, and that no 
small amount of suffering has been experien- 



ced both by the people and their ministers, 
especially in the West These facts, when 
spread before the public, have touched the 
chords of Christian sympathy. We have had 
substantial proof, that the Society and the 
cause it is engaged in promoting are dear to 
God's people. It is with deep emotions of 
gratitude, that we bear our testimony to the 
existence and activity of Christian principle 
in the churches. They have not been alto- 
gether submerged in the overflowing tide of 
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worldlinest. The secessitiefl of the cause 
have touched their hearts^ and relief has he- 
gun to flow in ; and we have great confidence 
that if the real wants of the Home Missionary 
. Society can be placed before the Christian 
pubhc, they will be fully relieved. 

Agreeably to the request of the Committee, 
the Missionaries have withheld their drafts 
on the Society. As fiaist as the necessary 
funds could be collected, the remittances have 
been made to those who were supposed to be 
most in need. In this way the Society is 
etery day doing something to relieve the ne- 
cesmties of its Missionaries. If the liberality 
of the churches continue, the Committee hope 
ere long to make their payments overtake 
their indebtedneaa. But if, through any mis- 
apprehension, our friends should suppose that 
the crisis is past, and tiieir efforts are no long- 
er 80 necessary as they have been, (he pro- 
cess qfrelitfwiU be at once arrested. We say 
the process of relief. But are the churches 
willing that the A. H. M. S., even in the pre- 
sent season of embarrassment, should do no 
more than relieve the wants of its present 
Missionaries? Must the new cases of appli- 
eant congregations all be refused the aid 
they so much need? Must the many minis- 



ters, who, from time to time, ask to be sent 
into the wide harvest, continue to be denied! 
We hope not It would be a reproach to the 
churches, and bring barrenness upon them, 
if they should let the missionary enterprise 
stand still. The genius of this enterprise, 
like the Christianity of which it is the appro- 
priate developcmnt, is aggressive. Like Is- 
rael in the Red Sea, it must go forward or 
perish. 

TO THE MISSIONARIES, 
The Missionaries of the A. H. M. S. are 
requested still to withhold their drafts until 
they hear from the Committee. Some have 
regarded their cases as so pressing that they 
have drawn on the Society for the amount 
due them. Were all to do this, it would be 
impossible for us to meet their orders, and 
extreme embarrassment would ensue, if not 
the entire defeat of the measures of relief 
which are now in progress. In cases where 
the payment can be no longer deferred, it will 
be better to tm/e/o the Secretary and request 
remittances. Be assured, the self-denial and 
patience which you have exhibited is appre- 
ciated by the Society, and every eflbrt will 
be made to redeem its pledges. 



AppointmerUs by Ike Executive Committee of the A. H. M. S., from August Ibth to 

Sept. 15U, 1837. 



Re-appointed. 
Rev. Tninan Baldwia. Somerset, N. Y. 
R(^v. L. Hall. Ceiitreville, N. Y. 
Rev. James T. Hough, Meiitz, N. Y. 
Rev. Samuel S€ott, Feruville, N. Y. 
Rev. J. B. Potter, Gates, N. Y. 
Rev. Elijah Wollage, Pultney, N. Y. 
Rev. J. W. Woodward, Shrevabury, N. J. 



Rev. A. J. Parker, Shipton, L. CaAada. 

Rev. W. F. Curry, Agent in Canada. 

Rev. Moseif P. Clark« Pottun, L. Canada. 

Rev. Jouathaa Kitchell, Peru, N. Y. 

Rev. Geo. Eastman, Parmiugtou, Mich. 

Rev. Henry Kroh, German ch. Wabacb ea, Ifl. 

Rev. R. 8. Cramptoo, Mount Clemens, Mich. 



The Treasurer of the American Hom£ Missionary Society acknowledges the receipt of 
the following sums^from September Xbth to October IWA, 1837. 



NEW HAMPSHiaE— 
Mass. Soc., R. N. Fisk, Esq., Treaiu, viz: 
Dunhartun, John Buntiu, L. M., in part, 
5 ; Mrs. Abigail B>jutin, L. M., in part, 
5. 10 00 

Athol, Mass. a few indhridaals in Rev. Mr. 
Warner's Society, 8 33 

VERMONT— 

Windham, Cong. Ch. Moa. Con. Coll., 16 00 
MASSACHUSETTS - 
Holden, Miss J. Perry, 3 00 

Sutton, Fern. Benev. Soc. by H. A.Trftcy, 65 00 
Uxbridge Snb. Sch. by W. C. Capron, 15 00 
CONNECTICUT— 
Daribury, Eli T. Hoyt to const Henry 

Thatcher Hoy t, L.D., 100 00 

Fairfield, Friand 9 ; a Lady, 5, 14 00 



Fairfield Co. West Dist Miss. Assoc, G. 

St John, Treasw viz : 
Greenwich Firtft Cong. Clu and Soc. 9 00 

Greensfarms Cong. Sch. and Soc, to conat 

Dea. JoMjph Hyde, L. M. 30 00 

New Canaan, B<tlance, ^ 37 

Norfield Cong. Soc, 13 50 

Norwalk 2d Cong. Ch., 13 00 

Ridgtifieid do. do. 85 UO 

StHUiford do. do. 88 00 

Wilton Cong. Ch. and Soc, 73 13; Ladies, 

34 87, 108 00 

Greenwich, Stilson Bene v. Soc, Miss S. 

Lewis, Treas., 250 00 

Meriden Cong. Ch., 33 69 ; Lad. Sew. Soc.» 

27 87, «0 06 

Milford, 8. A. MarshaH, 4 00 
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N ew Hivtn, Ladies' Duraad Hoe^ to const. 
Rev. Stenb.W. Stebbios,L.M.by Bfrt. 
Jarman, 30 ; W., 6, 36 00 

New Haven, East Ditt. H. M. Amoc., H. 

E. Hodgoif, Treos., ^ 35 00 

New Haven Went Consociation, A. Town- 
tend, Jr., Treat., viz : 
Mount Carmel, Coog. Soc., 11 86 

New Milford do. do. 28 00 

New London, Robert Coit, 50 00 

Newtown, Fern. Memiu of Church, 2 00 

Scotland, Male and Feni. Mist. Assoc, to 

const. Mrs. Lydia B. B. Wbiton L. M. 30 88 
South Britain, Ct Cong. Ch., Hon. Con. 

Coll., 21 00 

Southbury, Sab. Sch. Cong. Cb., 5 00 

StOMington, Fem. Miss. Soc. by MissShef- 

field, 12 Oe 

Westminster, Dorcas Soc. by Rev. G. J. 
Tillotsou, 5 00 

NEW-YORK— 
Amity, Rev. Wm. Timlow, 5 00 

Big Hollow, Rev. Alfred Gardner, 25 00 

Cairo, Presb. Ch., of which 30 is to const. 

Phebe Stephenson, L. M., 71 31 

CatMkill, MiKM Meliuda Forman, to const 
Miss Augusta Griffiu, L. M., 30, George 
Griffin, to const. Frances Butler Griffin, 
L.M.,30; Presb. Ch. Coll., 71 2); Or- 
riu Day, to con&t four Life Members, 
120; E.B. Da.v,5; Friend, 5, 261 21 

Fort Edward, Mrs. A. L. Hasbrouck, 3 ; 

Mrs. E. B. Hasbrouck, 1, 4 00 

GoveruQur, Lndips' H. M. Soc., 6 00 

Greenville, T. J. Miller, L. BL, in part, 10; 

Prest). Cb.Coll.,61, 7100 

Jamaica, L. I., Young Ladies of Miss Hen- 
na's School, saved by retrenchment, 10 00 
Kee».eville, N. Y., Mou.Con. Coll., 73 25; 

Coll., 50, 123 25 

Le Roy Fem. H. M. S., Mrs. L. Comstock, 

Trea*., 11 50 

Ludlowville, in an anonymous note, 25 00 

Maiden, Presh. Ch. Ladies, 31 13; Mra. A. 

A. Buck, 10, 41 13 

Meredith, Samuel A. Low, L. M., in full, Itf 45 
Middletown, Dr. Hanford, 1 UO 

Newburgh, Coll. by Mr. C. Corwin, 12 99 

Newfield, Mrs. James Nichols, lU 00 

New Lebanon, Mrs. Mary Bigelow, 1 00 

New -York City, viz: 
Mercer- SL Ch., Mon. Con. Coll. 23 61 

Murray SU Ch., Mrs. E., 5 00 

Nunda Vuliey, Samuel Swain« 5 00 

Osbornville, Rev. L. B. Vaii Dyck, in 

6 art, to const. Mrs. L. B. VanDyckL. 
».,50; Mr.B'>ard,2 50; Young People's 

Benev. Soc, 13 50; A. S^onc, 5, 71 00 

Pompey. Fem. Assoc, 12; First Cong. 

Soc, 6, 18 00 

Richland, Mrs^ J. Holmes, 2 00 

Rondoiit, N. Y. Presb. Ch., of which 30 is 

to const. Rev. Wm. Reiley, L. M., 60 00 

Salina, Presb. Ch. bv Rev. H. Taylor, to 

const. Rev. David Brace, L. M. 30 00 

Scaghtictfke, Preiib. Ch. Fem. Aax., by 

Rev. J. H. Noble, 15 00 

Syracuse, First Presb. Ch., by P.> Dickin- 
son, Esq., 109 00 
Troy, N. Y. First Ch,, by J. Raymond, 115 00 
Utica, Bleecker Sl Ch., by J. £*. Warner, 7U 00 
NE W- JERSEY— 

Hardiston, Mon. Con. Colt., 15 00 

' Morristown, Presh. Ch. Mon. Con. 50; Mrs. 

C. B. Arden, 50; Washington Valley 

Fem. Benev. Soc, 30 37 ; J. Mills, 10; 

J. W. Poineer, 20; R. W. Stiles, 20; 

Phebe Mills, 5; J. Mills, 5; L. Mills, 5; 

J. F.Voorhees, 5; Dr.S.Condit, 5; Mrs. 

E. Cobb, 5; J. C. Whitehead, 5-, Sab. 

Sch., J SO ; Mrs. RumU'a Sch., 1 81 ; 



Miss By ram's Sch. 50 ; other donations, 
24 50, 250 38 

Shrewsbury, Presb. Ch., by Rev. J. W. 

Woodward, SO 00 

Springfield, Presb. Ch. Balance, 25 82 

PENNSYLVANIA— 
AllentowB, Presb. Ch., by Rev. J. Helfen- 

steini 25 00' 

Wnterford, Presb. Cong., by Mr. Hutchins, 12 77 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA— 

Waskiogton City, Hon. B. F. Butler, 150 00 
OHIO— 
Lyme Ch., by Rev. H. Smith, 85 00 

Randolph, a Member of the Church, 3 00 

Sandusky City, Samuel Most, 2; Mrs. 
Frances Moss, dec, 3, 5 00 

INDIANA— 
Evansville, Presb. Ch. Coll., by Rev. J. R. 
Barnes, 10 00 

ILLINOIS— 

New Salem, Dr. J. Allen, 7 00 

MICHIGAN— 
Brownstovirn, bequest of Dea. David Smith, 

by Rev. R. Armstrong, 25 00 

Warsaw, Sab. Sch. Children, by Mrs. 8. 
Stow, 1 00 

HOME MISSIONARY, 37 06 

$2894 48 
KNOWLES TAYLOR, Treamrtr. 

RgceipU of the Western Jgemcf at Geneva, If. T., 
from AMgrMst 12tA to Sept. 12U, 1837. 
Campbell, 8 00 

Canandaigua, Ladies, in part, 14 00 

De Witt, Wm. Eager, and family, $1 each, 8 00 
East Bloomfield, Ladies, in part, 4 04; oth- 
ers, 60 14, 64 18 
Elbridge, Fem. Miss. Soc, 12 75 
Elmira, S. Benjamin, 103 50; Ann Deck- 
er, 10 ; others, 5 50, 119 00 
Geoesco, A. Agrault, Esq,, to maintain a 

Missionary, 100 ; others, 94 25, 194 25 

Geneva, A Family, $1 each, 10; Moses 
Hall, 5 ; S. H. Rose, 5 ; L. Hastings, 1 ; 
J. Merrill!; others, 1, 23 00 

Ilammondsport, 25 00 

Havana, Fem. Mis. Soc, 9 35 

Ithaca, Ansel St. John Esq., to constitute 
his daughters, Harriet St. John, Isabel- 
la St. John, and Julia Eliza St. John, 
Life Members, 100 00 

Prattsburgb, Juv. Miss. Soc. Sab. Sch. 10 00 
Southport, 10 37 

Sweden, in part of $1 for each communi- 
cant, 38 00 
Wayne 4 Corners, 15 00 
Woicott, 1 00 

$651 90 
In the Home Missionary for August the $50 12 
acknowledged as from the first church, Geneva, 
should have been Genoa, First Prosb.Ch. 

Rev. A. Hale acknowledgee the foUotoing receipts 
Galena, III., G. W. Fuller, 25, H. Newhall, 
25, James Spare, 25, A. Kent 10; A. Esty, 5, 
H. Norton, 5, R. Crocker, 5, D. Campbell, 
5, A. B. Campbell, 5 75,G. Fergubuu, 5, C. 
S. Herapsted, 5, K. W. Brush, 5, P. F. 
Schermer 7, S. Wilson, 5, Wm. Boggs, 10, 
Miss Caroline Thompson, 5, W. Holcomb, 
5, Z. I. Kingsley, 5, other aubscriptions, 
37 19, IW 94 

Wisconsin Territory, C. Beach, 5, J. C. Kel- 
logg, 10, E. Brigham, 10, J. Morrison, 10, 
Mrs. Hickox, 50, Mrs. Herrick, 50, 36 ,00 

$135 94 
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PERSONAL CONSECRATION TO GOD. 

Among the multitude of those who 
are aiding, in some measure, the cause 
of missions, it is painful to reflect how 
few ^^ first give their own selves unto 
the Lord.^^ When addressed in strains 
of commanding eloquence they feel ; 
and when moved by the appeals of 
earnestness, or the incitements of ex- 
ample, they give money to the mis- 
sionary cause, in measure proportion- 
ed to the strenffih of their temporary 
feeling. But few of all the number 
pursue systematic measures, inde- 
pendently of periodical excitements, 
and make it the business of their lives 
to promote the cause of God. So rare 
is such an occurrence, even among the 
professed followers of Christ, that to 
meet one thus engaged is a matter of 
surprise as well as of unspeakable in- 
terest. 

These remarks have been suggest- 
ed by a recefit visit to one of the feeble 
congregations, aided by the American 
Home Missionary Society. Its cen- 
tre is the little village of P , sur- , 

. rounded by a farming country of- con- 
siderable productiveness, some por- 
tions of wnich have been many years 
under cultivation, but the leading in- 
fluence in the moral training of the 
population, from the beginning, has 
been that of the Q^uakers. which, 
whatever may be its excellence in 
perpetuating itself, is generally found 
to be adverse to the establishment of 
the Christian worship and ordinances, 
as they are practiced by other evan- 
gelical denominations. The Congre- 
gational church was formed there 
some twenty years since, by a little 



band of settlers who had then recent- 
ly moved to the place from New Eng- 
land. It was feeble in its beginning, 
and being mingled with a population 
whose prejudices were strong against 
the form of worship which was now 
introduced, it made but little progress 
for many years. It was only occasion- 
ally supplied with preaching, and the 
additions to the church from time to 
lime were but about equal to the dimi- 
nution of its numbers by death and 
emigration. Some three or four years 
since, application was made to the 
A. H. M. S. for aid in the support of a 
minister. A small amount -was grant- 
ed. The stated ministry was blessed 
to a portion of the people, and a num- 
ber were hopefully converted. But 
ihejr were principally of the poor, and 
their accession to the church did not 
add much to its pecuniary ability. Up 
to this time they had never been able 
to erect a house of worship, but had 
held their meetings in a school-house 
and in private dwellings. It now be- 
came apparent that better accommo- 
dations in this respect were indispen- 
sable to the prosperity of the church. 
Encouraged by their minister, an eflbrt 
was commenced to erect a house of 
worship, but the subscription obtained 
in the congregation was but a small 
part of the amount necessary for that 
purpose, and the church was on the 
point of yielding to discouragement, 

when beacon S ,after much prayer 

and deliberalion in view of the neces- 
sities of the case, having counted the 
cost, came forward and assumed the 
responsibility, in humble dependence 
on the grace of God, of erecting a 
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house for his worship. To effect this 
object he sold his little farm, receiving 
for it about $1000 in cash or materials 
for building and labor, taking a mort- 
gage for the security of perhaps an 
equal sum, the use of which was to be 
paid in produce for the support of him- 
self and wife. Thus provided for, 
at the age of about sixty-seven years, 
he commenced with his disposable 
means, the contemplated buildmg. 
He procured what aid his means 
would command, and worked with his 
own hands in its erection, and when 
his money was exhausted in procur- 
ing provisions for the laborers em- 
ployed, he tbok the meat from his own 
oarrel to supply them, and solicited 
additional supplies from neighboring 
towns, and lived himself without meat 
for many weeks, that the house of the 
Lord might be builded. He was pros- 
pered in his undertaking, and in less 
than two years from the time of com- 
mencing the work, he had the plea- 
sure of meeting, with the beloved 
church and congregation whom he 
had so faithfully served, in a neat lit- 
tle stone church, the result of the 
blessing of God upon his own deci- 
sion, economy, selt-denial and perse- 
verance. There it stands an orna- 
ment to the neighborhood, for whose 
spiritual benefit it has been erected, 
and a beautiful specimen of neatness, 
economy and durability. The ex- 
pense of this house, allowing a fair 
price for the personal labor of the 
venerable Deacon, in addition to what 
he expended of his own means and 
what he solicited and procured from 
others, was about §2,500, and this I 
was told is quite equal to the full value 
of the real estate owned by the male 
members of the church. 

Having succeeded in the erection of 
a house of worship. Deacon S. was 
not weary in well doing. His self- 
denying labors were next directed to 
the support of the minister. In ad- 
dition to $25 which he subscribed 
towards the $200 raised by the con- 
gregation for this purpose, he became 
responsible, the last year, for the rent 
of tlTe hired house in which the min- 
ister resides, to the amount of $40. 
This sum he paid by erecting a small 
barn for the owner of the premises, 
principally by his own labor. 



Having heard this account of the 
self-saCrScinff liberality and perse- 
verance of the venerable Deacon in 
his endeavors to sustain the church 
amid so laany discouragements, I 
sought an interview with him. I found 
him cherishing all the simplicity of 
purpose which the preceding facts 
would seem to indicate. " I am sixty- 
eight years old," said he, "and feel 
that I have but a short time to labor 
for Christ in the earth " and added 
that he desired to be wnolly devoted 
to bis service. They had just before 
sent their apiplication to the Home 
Missionary Society for continued aid 
in the support of their worthy minis- 
ter, and the old gentleman remarked 
to me with tears, that he knew the em- 
barrassments of the Society from the 
pressure of the times, and thought it 
doubtful whether the aid required 
could be granted, but added, that if it 
should be possible for it to be granted, 
he hoped it would not be denied. He 
said he was sorry to as^, and that if 
it were in his power to raise the 
amount needed by any exertions of 
bis own, he would recall the applica- 
tion; and he continued, with deep 
emotion to say, if the Society will 
now help us in this time of our ex- 
itremity, I do not mean that the amount 
they will contribute shall be lost to 
the Society. I shaH need the little 
which I have left but a short time- 
longer, and it is all consecrated to the 
cause of my Master, and I trust that 
in jthis way, if in no other, I shall 
soon be able to refund to' the Society 
all that it will have contributed to this 
needy people." The deep sincerity 
of his touching appeal enlisted my 
warmest sympathies, and I was ready 
to reply, "I have not found so great 
faith, no, not in Israel." I assured 
him that as a contributor to the Socie- 
ty and a friend of its efforts, I would 
commend the necessities of the church 
in P to the favorable considera- 
tion of the Executive Committee, and 
I could not doubt that some aid would 
be granted. Surely the friends of 
missions will not allow the Society to 
withhold such appropriations, when it 
is in the power oi their bands, though 
with much self-denial, to furnish the 
means. 

p. 9. s. 
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A CAUTION TO TRIFLERS. 

In the town of M , a Mr. "B , 

during his marriage festivity, was heard 
most peremptorily to assert, that if he 
should ever have childra! it would be 
his first business to learn them to 
swear. This expression was supposed 
to have been made to show how little 
he regarded profaneness as a sin, or 
the authority of Grod in forbidding it. 

Mr. B lived to become the father 

of five children, — the first four were 
both deaf and dumb; and the fifth, 
which was blessed with the faculties 
of both speaking and hearing — was 
but a few weeks old when the father 
was taken away by death, — rendering 
it impossible to execute this wicked 
design. 

It cannot surelv be safe to trifle with 
God— "For He that sitteth in the hea- 
*vens shall laugh — the Lord shall have 
them in derision." 



j^ECDOTES OF THE PURITAN AGE. 

Instant in aeaaon and out of Benson. 

Henry Staples was a minister in 
Sussex, £n^. Having occasion to 
put up at an inn, in travelling, he was 
shocked by the profane language of a 
sturd)r butcher who kept a stall under 
his window. When the man swore, 
Mr. Staples opened the casement, and 
having given him a reproof, shut it 
again. But the butcher continuing to 
multiply his oaths, Mr. Staples set the 
window open, in order that he might 
the more readily continue his reproofs, 
which the poor man at first received 
with all imaginable contempt, express- 
ed both in language and gestures. At 
length, Mr. Staples observed that the 
butcher, when he dropped an oath, 
turned his eye toward the casement, 
to see whether it were noticed. This 
encouraged him to persist ; and he 
did so, effectually. Not only was there 
a reformation in respect to the habit of 

Srofaneness, but the butcher gave evi- 
ence of a saving change. He always 
regarded Mr. Staples with great re- 
spect, thanking him for his kind and 
persevering reproofs, and telling oth- 
ers, "This good man has saved my 
soul from hell." 



About A. D. 1649, Mr. Knowles, 
from England, and Mr. Thompson, 
from Braintree, were sent from New- 
England to preach the gospel to the 
colonisid in Virginia. The governor's 
chaplain secretly opposed their mis- 
sion, though he professed to favor it. 
At length, they were prohibited from 
public preaching. Still they continueii 
m private to instruct the people in the 
gospel, with great joy to their own 
souls and benefit to their hearers. But 
they could not be allowed to stay; 
they were driven away. And, what 
is remarkable^ they were no sooner 
gone, nay, while they were yet on the 
river in the ship in which they were 
to defiart, there was a hideous cry of 
the Indians, rising upon the English, 
whom they miserably massacred, spar- 
ing neither old nor young, murdering 
such as appeared in the streets, and 
burning those who fled to their dwel- 
lings ^r refuge. Five hundred are 
supposed to have lost their lives on 
this occasion. But these faithful Mis- 
sionaries were saved, apparently by 
means of the persecution which drove 
them from their work. The gover- 
nor's chaplain was so wrought upon 
by this providence that he became 
another man, and was afterwards very 
useful in En|[land and Ireland, as well 
as in Virginia. 



Samuel Shaw was the author of a 
work, form^erly well known, by the 
title of ' Welcome to the Plague.^ He 
buried two children, two friends and 
one servant, by that distemper, in 1665 
He and his wife were both attacked, 
but not at the same time ; which was 
a great mercy, for none dared to come 
to their assistance, but he was, in a 
manner, shut up for three months toge- 
ther ; and was forced to attend his own 
sick, and bury his dead himself in his 
own garden. During the period when 
dissenting ministers were not allowed 
toleration, Shaw devoted himself to 
the education of youth, and in this he 
succeeded so well as to win the ap- 
probation of all ; the Bishop of Lin- 
coln licensing his school, and declar- 
ing " he was glad to have so worthy a 
man in his diocese, upon any terms." 

Dr. Calamy says of Shaw, " His 
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greatest excellency was in religious 
discourse, in praying end preaching. I 
cannot forbear here to add the words 
of one who knew him Veil: * I have 
known him spend part of many days 
and nights in religious exercises, and 
that too, when the times were so dan- 
gerous that it would hazard an impri- 
sonment — not to be drunk, or in a 
brothel, or in a tavern, but — to be wor- 
shipping God with five or six people 
like-minded with himself. I have 
sometimes been in his company for a 
whole night together, when we hare 
been fain to steal to the place of meet- 
ing, put out the li^ht, and keep in the 
voice by fast closmg the windows and 
stopping them with clothes, 'till the 
first dawn of day down a chimney has 
§iven us notice to depart. I bless God 
for such seasons. If some say it was 
needless to do so much, I reply, the 
care of our souls and eternity, which 
alone were minded there, requires 
more. I say, I bless Gi>d for the 
remembrance of these seasons, and of 
Mr. Shaw, whose melting words I 
can never forget. He had a most ex- 
cellent faculty in speaking to God 
with reverence and humility, and a 
holy awe in his presence, filling his 
mouth with arguments. I have heard 
him for three or four hours together, 
pour out prayer to God, without vain 
repetition, with that vigor, and fervor, 
and those holy words which impart 
faith and humble boldness, so that 
the whole company was dissolved in 
tears.' " 



ing a Papist, and wishing to convert 
his lady to the same religion, de- 
sired there should be a meeting of 
two distinguished men to discuss the 
points in controversy between Protes- 
tants and Papists. The lady chose 
Usher, while the Earl made choice of 
a Jesuit named Rookwood, but who 
went under the assumed name of 
Beaumond. They met at Drayton in 
Northamptonshire, where there was a 
great library, so that they might not 
lack any necessary books of reference. 
The points proposed were transub- 
stantiation, invocation of saints, ima- 
ges, and the visibility of the Church. 
Three days were spent in discussion ; 
but on the morning of the fourth, the 
Jesuit excused his not coming to the 
Earl, saying that " All the arguments 
he had framed in his head, and which, 
he thought, he had as perfectly as his * 
Pater Noster^ he had forgotten, and 
could not recover them again. And 
he believed this to be a just judgment 
of God upon him, for undertaking the 
dispute without the license of bis 
superior." Whereupon, the Earl, af- 
ter having some further conference 
with Usher, embraced the Protestant 
religion, and continued in it during 
life. 



Archbishop Usher, became pr»mate 
of Ireland in 1624. He is said to have 
written a work entitled the " Religion 
of the Ancient Irish," in which he 
argues that the doctrine preached in 
that country by St. Patrick was the 
same as that of modern Protestants. 
The exaltation of Usher to the prima- 
cy only served to render him more 
humble and laborious. Preaching in- 
cessantly for some weeks together, he 
brought on a sickness by vvhich he 
was laid aside for nine months. 

Scarcely had he recovered when he 
was providentially involved in a very 
singular discussion. Lord Mordant, 
afterwards Earl of Peterborough, be- 



James Durham, who from being a ci- 
vilian,and afterwards a soldier^ became 
an humble and learned divine, was 
minister of Glasgow. He lectured on 
the Revelation to his people, and dur- 
ing the continuance of the course, he 
kept two days of fasting and prayer 
each week, that he might receive di- 
vine assistance in discovering the 
Lord's mind in that portion of the 
Scriptures. When on his death-bed, 
he was under considerable darkness 
about bis state, and said to one who 
stood by, " Brother, for all that I have 
preached and written, there is but one 
scripture that I can remember or dare 
to lay bold of ; tell me if I may trust 
the weight of ray salvation upon it ? 
* Whosoever cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out.' " It was answered, 
" You may depend on that though 
you bad a thousand salvations at 
stake." A little while after he ex- 
claimed. " He is come, He is come ! " 
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dk>, Pbbach the Gospbl « . Mark xvi 15. 

How shall they prvach except they be sent? . . . Rom, x. 15. 

' ' ' ' ■ '-■ ■ ==sa5g=sB 

Tol. X. NOTB9IBEB» 1837. No. 7. ^ 

^ -' ' ■ ' ■ 

OBJECT AND PLAN OF THE AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY 

SOCIETY. 

[The " Address of the American Home Missionary Society 'Uo theptiblic Was origi- 
nally published soon after its organization in 1826. It is thought that a republication 
of the following extracts, at the present time, may be useful in keeping the churches ap- 
prised of the great principles on which the Society is based.] ' 

Since the commencement of the present century, the church, more signally 
than at any former period, has become the light of the world. By an impulse, 
powerful as it is extraordinary, Christians of different names have been brought 
under a practical conviction — that in their design to preach the gospel to every 
creature, there is need of extended co-operation. Sectional partialities have ac- 
cordingly been overcome, the great brotherhood of the churches has been recog- 
nised, and distant portions of Christendom have consented to commune toge- 
ther in disclosing, and compassionating, and endeavoring to relieve the spirit- 
ual sufferings of our guilty and afflicted race. 

In the midst of the progress of this state of things, the American Homb 
Missionary Society has had its origin. It was organized in the city of New- 
York, on the 12th of May, 1826, by the advice and assistance of a Convea- 
tion of the Friends of Missions from all parts of the United States. 

Object of the Society, 

Its object^ as announced in its Constitution, is, in the proper sense of the 
word, national. It is not, indeed, to be expected that this Society will be 
called on to assist all the destitute congregations in the United States who 
may require aid in the support of their ministers. Something, and it is hoped 
much of this work of charity will be accomplished by those denominations of 
Chiistians, who have not been represented in the formation of this Institution, 
and who perhaps may choose to continue their operations under seperate or- 
ganizations. So far as they shall promote the preaching of the gospel in its 
purity, we bid them God-speed. This Society designs no interference with 
the benevolent exertions of those who may aeem it their duty to act tapart 
from its advice. It recognises no sectarian interest or purpose, but asks the 
patronage of the Christian public in the Spirit of Him, concerning whom. 
" in the volume of the book it is written, Lo, I come to do thy willy O God,^ 

Composed, however, as it is of those who are united in their belief of es- 
sential doctrines, and who do not greatly differ in their views of church go- 
vernment, and the qualifications for admission to the sacraments of Christian- 
ity, it is to be expected of course that its Committee will assist in the sup- 
port of only such ministers as hold a regular standing in the several eccleai^ 
^tical connections represented in tl^ Society, or are in doctrinal agreement 
and friendly correspondence with the same. By the employment of such Mis- 
sionaries, it is the object of this Society to occupy only the ground that other- 
Wise would remain destitute of an evangelical minbtry, and to assist fscbk 
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congregations in all parts of the United States, which, on these principles, 
shall desire its aid in the support of settled pastors. Its work therefore is to 
complete the building of the house of Jehovah in the land of our fathers, and 
to perpetuate it in the length and in the breadth of the future inheritance of 
our children. Its object must not be considered as accomplished till every 
parish in the nation is supplied with an able and f)0iful minister of the New 
Testament. 

The Plan of the Society. 

TVieplan of this Society is also national. It is indeed the only plan which 
seems adapted to the accomplishment of its object. The history of Domes- 
tic Missionary efforts in this country, has rendered it manifest that the local 
societies of tne several States, while acting separately, can never be expect- 
ed to occupy the land that remains to be possessed. Several of these socie- 
ties were in existence before the spirit of Foreign Missicms had begun to warm 
the bosom of our churches. Since that time others have been formed in al- 
most every state and territory of the nation. And it cannot be denied that 
the spirit and efficiency of Domestic Missions have been increased a hundred 
fold by the interest which has been awakened in behalf of the heathen. The 
longer we -have looked on the world as the field of Christian enterprise, and 
contemplated the wretchedness of its darkest portions, the more deeply has 
our compassion been moved for our own kindred. State and county societies 
have, accordingly, in more instances than one, resolved to supply all the des- 
titute within their own bounds, and the zeal and eflfect with which they have 
pursued these local objects, have reflected great honor upon those sections of 
the Church. In the mean time many thousands of the children of the 
churches in the older states, whom the spirit of adventurous enterprise had 
led forth to the South and West, together with other thousands whom they 
hare met on the plains which spread from Michijjan to Alabama, have sent 
back their cry to our churches for aid. We have liued up our eyes and looked 
on the field, and, behold^ it was white already unto the harvest. Our sym- 
pathies have been awakened, and several local societies have passed tneir 
approprate bounds, and sought to build up the wastes of other and newer states. 
The Missionary Societies of Connecticut and Massachusetts, the Board of 
Missions of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Churcn, and the Uni- 
ted Domestic Missionary Society of New- York, which is now merged in the 
National Institution, have each sent Missionaries to those interesting sections 
of our common country, teach of these Societies has done enough to prove 
the efficacy, and importance of Domestic Missions, enough to convince the 
churches or our land that more, a thousand times more, remains yet to be ac- 
^omplished. 

It is evident that the work of Home Missions is yet in its infancy. Its im- 
portance has been in some measure felt, but its purposes have been too often 
broken off, and postponed or executed with a want of system which has de- 
prived it of hall its effect. Hence it ha^ been seen and lamented, that in the 
rapid enlargement of our borders, the increase of the means of religious in- 
struction has fallen far short of the increase of population. 

There was danger also that in the progpress of this great work there might 
bf interference and unhappy collision between the movements of these seve- 
ral sections. Some plan, therefore, which should combine and concentrate 
these separate efforts of the Church, and which, at the same time, should 
awaken the latent energies of the whole body, was seen to be necessary. 
There was also needed some point of supervision, from which the whole field 
might be steadily surveyed, and correct information communicated of the real 
wants and claims of the destitute. 

Such a point has been sought, and such a plan, we believe, has been attained 
in the Constitution of this Society. 

The terms of membership are such, that the rich and the poor may meet 
together in its support, and while the one may evince the power of his religion 
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by casting in of his poverty all that he hath^ the other is invited, of his 
abuDdance, to consecrate liberal offerings to this service of the Lord. It is a 
provision adapted to the condition of all classes of our citizens. Every con- 
tributor to the funds of the Society is a member. Subscriptions to constitute 
members and directors for life may also be received, and the oAcers of the 
Society may be elected from every State in the Union. The members of the 
Convention who assisted in the formation of the Society, were from thirteen 
states and territories, and its officers have been elected from the Congrega- 
tional, Presbyterian, Reformed Dutch, and Associate Reformed Churches. 
Thus the^ friends of Missions, of these several denominations at least, in all 
parts of the United States, who feel a common interest in this benevolent en- 
terprise, are expected to take part in the work. 

It was also an object of prime importance with the founders of this Society, 
to adapt the plan of its operations to the condition of existing Domestic Mis- 
sionary Societies, in the several states, so as not to supersede them, except 
in accordance with their own desire, and not to hinder, but to stimulate and 
strengthen their efforts. This object they pursued with great deliberation, and 
now confidently believe it is attained by those provisions of the Constitution, 
which prescribe the terms on which any Missionary Society may become auxi- 
liary. These provisions are such as, it is believed, will render it highly be- 
neficial to each local society, to seek a connection with the National Institu- 
tion. 

Each society^ thus connected, will exercise all the control over its funds, 
which it shall desire, and occupy the field it may have chosen for the bestow- 
ment of its charities. No embarrassment will be thrown in the way of its ap- 
propriate operations. This Societv asks from its auxiliaries only such funds 
as can be spared from their several local objects, while it proposes to culti- 
vate the most Iriendly intercourse with them, and to sive to each a portion of 
the benefit which, as a Parent Institution, it may itself derive from a connec- 
tion with all. 

As it will be the purpose of the Executive Committee to acquaint them- 
selves with the actual condition of all the destitute portions of our country, 
and as they will possess facilities fordoing this, through the medium of auxi- 
liaries, and by means of permanent officers and agepts, which can be enjoyed 
by no local society, it is believed that the advantages derived to each auxi- 
liary, from a connection with this Institution, may be highly important. The 
wants of the whole land will thus be laid before each state, county, and congre- 
gational or town society, and a common interest awakened. Each will be in- 
formed what is accomplished by all. The churches of the North will sympa- 
thize with those of the South. Courage will provoke courage, and zeal en*- 
kindle zeal. The success of one will be the success of all. Christian 
feeling will be strengthened by united counsels and united efforts, and thus, 
while the lines of demarkation between the tribes of Israel may be more 
distinctly traced than ever before, each will be encouraged to perform its 
part, and the great work may be expected to move on witli a harmony and an 
energy, which^ under 'God, will insure success. 



CORRESPONDENCE OF THE A. H. M. S. 



From Rev, Robert Caldwell^ Ontreville^ 
Ala. 

I have preached the' first and third Sab- 
hath in "each month, at this place — the se- 
cond Sabbath at some place within the 
bounds of this congregation, and the fourth 
at El-Betkel, in Roop^s Valley. 



The first week in August, a protracted 
meeting was held in this church, which 
was greatly blessed to the good of many. 
Some eight or ten were hopefully converted 
to God, and a favorable religious impres- 
sion made upon the minds of a goodly num- 
ber. But one as yet, as I have understood, - 
has joined the visible Church, the Baptist^ 
I expect, however, that on the coming Sabi* 
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bath, some thrM or four will attach them- 
■elres to the Presbyterian Church. 



From Rev. H, Patrick^ Caledonia^ 
Lowndes Co.f Miss. 

On the fourth Sabbath of May, at a 
communion in Beersheba church, a sermon 
was preached, in which the abounding sins 
of the times were pointedly condemned. 
Facts were brought forward and presented 
before the assembly, aiihing to show that 
tbt spirit of true religion had filmost de- 
parted from the churches, and there were 
reasonable grounds to fear that God would 
visit the country with severe judgments. 
The discourse was listened to with marked 
attention, and to all appearance seemed to 
make great impression upon the audience. 
From what I learned afterwards, on inqui- 
ry, there were two individuals (and there 
ought have been others) very sensibly 
wrought upon, and became concerned for 
their souls. A few Sabbaths afterwards, at 
another communion, at one of my preach- 
ing-places, in the same church, after the 
usual exercises of theday, an invitation was 
ffiven to as many as were sensible that 
tney had fallen into a lifeless, backslidden 
state, to come forward and let prayers be 
differed for them, to renew their engagements 
to be more devoted to the cause of the Lord, 
and to seek and ask for more of the spirit 
of the eospel in the several stations they 
were mling in the world. All the mem- 
bers of the church present came forward, 
also a young woman not connected with 
any church. I have freauently conversed 
with her on the subject of a hope in Christ, 
prayed for her, and given her tracts to read, 
bhe now gives hopeful evideoceof a change 
of heart. 

Affliction Sanctified, 

The people are embarrassed in their cir- 
cumstances. Divine Providence has level- 
led their fondest hopes in the dust, and 
blasted their worldly prospects ; and, ifl am 
not deceived, I can see returning symptoms, 
indicating that many in this worldly-mind- 
ed, money-loving community, are coming 
back to a better state of feeling. The rage 
for speculation has subsided in a great de- 
gree, inasmuch as inviting-objects for spe- 
culation are, in a great measure, withdrawn. 
Our people are less agitated and distracted 
about the world, and I think I can see ma- 
ny beginning to be impressed with the con- 
TU^ion, that notwithstanding all their fore.- 
east and activity, an overruling Providence 
has them all, ana all their affairs, complete* 
ly under its supreme control, and can grant 
prosperity or ewjversity, success or miscw- 



1 riage, Just as it mar seem good to the coun- 
sels of infinite wisdom, f am almost per- 
suaded in my own mind, that I can see 
many shut up to prepare for the reception of 
those spiritual truths^ which they have now 
for a long time resisted, and which, for 
a while, seemed to have lost nearly all 
power over the human heart. 



MISSOURI. 

fVom a Minister in Missouri, 

THK STRUGGLES OF TEMPERANCE ON TH£ 
BORDERS. 

About six weeks since I preached on the 
subject of temperance, and obtained sixty 
subscribers to the total abstinence pledge. 
But much, very much, remains to be done, 
before intemperance, that plague of plagues, 
can be stayed — this hydra can be slain. 
We have in this village four groceries, and 
I know not at how many other places the 
poison is vended ; and, to the everlasting 
shame of those who profess to be " Re for- 
Tners" I would say that three of the rum- 
sellers in this place, are members, and two 
of them leading members, in the Campbellite 
church ; and I could tell of stranger things 
than this, without riding far. I couki find 
at least two preachers who own distilleries 
and are manufacturing whiskey. The 
members of my church, I believe, are all 
members of the Temperance Society, and 
the cause is gaining ground, amidst all the 
difficulties in the way. 



From Rev. A. Hale, AgerU of A. B. M. S., 
in Illinois. 

DEMAND FOR MINISTERS. 

The demand for ministers is greatly in» 
creasing; and notwithstanding the pres- 
sure, places, which seem to be in their in» 
fancy ,^ are pledging an entire support, pro- 
vided they can nave a minister. Some five 
or six suQh applications are now on hand, 
and we have only one or two ministers to 
supply, not merely these, but a dozen other 
places where the people, starving for the 
bread of life, are sending their requests for 
men. May the Lord of the harvest send forth 
more men to reap down these ripe fields. 

Revivals, 

The Lord is appearing amon^ our 
churches in great power. The spirit of 
worWliness is dying away under the " pres- 
sure," and souls, for which the Saviour 
died, are breaking away from the chain, 
which has hitherto bound them, and crowd, 
ing the gates of Zion. May these be only 
the beginning of better and more glorioui 
things, 
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UTILITT OF HOME MISSIONS. 

We have the pleasure of acknowledging 
the following gratifying testimony, fiirnish* 
fid by Rev. J. M. Peck, of the Baptist 
church, well known for his public spirited 
efforts for the moral and intellectual im- 
provement of the West. The letter from 
which this extract is taken, was accom- 
panied by a donation to the A. H. M. S. of 
Mr. P.'s Gazetteer of Illinois ; and announces 
that he has in preparation " Sketches'' of the 
rise, changes and progress of each evange- 
lical denomination in that portion of the 
great valley — the revivals, benevolent ef- 
forts through Bible, Tract and Home Mis- 
sionary Societies, schools, colleges, ^. — a 
work for which Mr. P. is qualified by his long 
residence at the West, and the various rela- 
tions which he has sustained to the matters 
of which he proposes to treat. 

I enclose an order for a copjr of the late 
edition of my Gazetteer of this state. It 
may be of a little service in your office — at 
least it is a privilege on my part to give 
this trifling expression of my good will to 
the great cause in which your Society is 
engaged, and the very important service it 
is performing to the cause of Christ and our 
common country. Twenty years' residence 
and " ranging" over these frontier regions, 
have aiForded opportunity to see^feel^ and 
hnow something of the immense value of 
Home Mission efforts. I frequently stand 
amazed at the changes wrought. To say 
nothing of my own or other denominations 
that have grown up ^n that period, I re- 
collect the time wheii only two small, fee- 
ble Presbyterian churches existed on the 
West side of the Mississippi, and none in 
Illinois. And had it not been for Home 
Mission influence and operations, I do not 
believe you would have had ten churches 
in the two states. 

The papers will show you that we are 
now in the midst of most interesting revi- 
vals — that God is pourine out his Spirit in 
various places. A meeting for five days 
has just closed at this place, during which 
between twenty-five and thirty professed to 
submit to Christ. 

Another of eleven days continuance 
closed yesterday in Monroe county, during 
which more than sixty souls found mercy. 

I am, very respectfully, yours in the faith 
and patience of Jesus Christ, 

J. M. PECK. 



LUTHERANS IN INPIANA. 

From Rev. P, Rizer^ Corydon^ Ind. 
I rejoice that during the last quarter, the 



cause of evangelical truth has been evident- 
ly prospered within the sphere of my hum- 
ble labors. You have been already ap- 
prised that the people of my charge had 
been long destitute of the regular means of 
grace. I found them scattered, and in a 
great measure indifferent to religious mat^ 
ters, without any records to show that they 
had ever been organized, and under the 
care of no synod,, or any ecclesiastical 
body. Now, blessed be God, they are all or- 
ganized, and provided with constitutions 
and officers duly installed. Beside^ the . 
three congregations which I have previous- 
ly reported, we have organized a fourth in 
the town of Corydon, under the name of 
" The Evangelical Lutheran Congregation 
of Mount Gilead." This consists of the 
few Lutherans living in town, three or four 
in number, and also of some of the nearest 
country members. A constitution has been 
adopted, officers elected, and we have a very 
encouraging prospect of seeing a church 
erected for its use, in town, by the ensuing 
summer. 

For the sake of order and convenience, 
we hate designated our societies as fol- 
lows: 

St. Paul's, (mostly foreign 
Germans,) containing 57 members. 

Mount Solomon's, (mostly 
American do.) do. 32 do. 

St. Augustine, do. do. 40 do. 

Mount Gilead, (mixed, in- 
cluded in the above,) 

129 

On the first Monday in June last, we 
held a " Conference" which had been ap- 
pointed by the Evangelical Lutheran Sy- 
nod of the West, and much important 
business concerning my charge, was trans- 
acted. At said *• Conference" we erected 
them into a Pastoral District, to be called 
the " Corydon District," and I have no 
doubt that all our eonferential proceedings 
will be ratified by our synod, which meets 
on the first Sunday in October next, near 
Shelbyville, Tennessee. Thus wehopethat, 
by the help of God, a foundation has been 
laid in this (Harrison) county for more 
important work. The congregations of 
Mount Solomon's, five miles west of town, 
have nearly finished their church, and we 
now hold meetings in it regularly. St. Au" 
gustine's, twelve miles south-east, now oc» 
cupy a church, also, that has been recently 
fitted up ; and St. Paul's, five miles east, I 
hope, will also soon have one finished. 
During the last quarter, seven have been 
added to th& church on profession. I be- 
lieve that a good work has commenced 
among us, and I have to regret that, in con- 
sequence of dividing my labor among so 
many congregations, I cannot be more use- 
ful in improving the special seasons of 
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grace that occur. If any good has been 
done for the German churches in this coun- 
ty, your philanthropic Society must be re- 
garded as instrumental in its accomplish- 
ment, for without your guaranty, these 
congregations would, at this time, be desti- 
tute of a pastor. 

Although I iiave to walk to my appoint- 
ments, I rejoice that I can do it wifch a will- 
ing mind, and place my confidence in Him 
wh9 said to his early disciples, " Lo, I am 
with you always, even unto the end of the 
world." 



TENNESSEE. 

Missionary EvtbarrassYiient. 
I received your notice of the embarrass- 
ments under which your Society, in com- 
mon with others, is laboring. My draft 
had been sent, and it was out of my power 
to recall it. Not for a great deal would I 
have had that draft returned unpaid, and 
your remitting the amount stands greatly 
to the honor of your Society and of Christ's 
cause here. ♦ ♦ ♦ I could tell you of 
our difficulties. I have hui fifteen cents in 
cash, and that my son obtained by gather- 
ing plumbs from the woods, and taking 
them to , and selling them. 



From Rev, J. M. Ellis^ Grass Lake, Mich. 

This report clpses my first year in this 
place. I desire to mention, with gratitude, 
that I have pursued my labors with such 
health that I have lost no Sabbath during 
the year ; and also that no death has occur- 
red among the members of my congrega- 
tion for the whole time, not even an infant 
child ; nor has there been but one case of 
serious sickness among them for the whole 
year. 

Our church, by the blessing of God, has 
increased from twenty-seven to seventy- 
three, fourteen by examination and thirty- 
two by letter. Among the youn^ converts, 
one is now engaged successfully m a course 
of studies, preparatory for the Christian 
ministry. Our congregation is considera- 
bly enlarged, so that it has been found best 
to divide the church, rind have one location 
in the town of Grass Lake, and the other in 
Leoni, adjoining. These two will be the 
permanent points, being the centre of busi- 
ness in Leoni, and the geographical centre 
of Grass Lake, where a small town is about 
to be commenced. In this latter place, three 
acres have been given by the proprietor, 
one for the use of a parsonage, two for a 
Ideation for an academy, besides half an 
acre for the site of a meeting-house, which is 
now under contract, and is in progress, and 
to be enclosed and plastered this fall. A 



small farm adjoining, has also been pur- 
chased by several members of the church, 
for a parsonage. 

In Leoni also, a site for a meeting-house 
has been given, and measures are m pro- 
gress to build a meeting-bouse next year. 
The two churches, after havine received 
additions, soon to be made, by Tetter and 
examination, will embrace about forty 
members each, and each with prospects 
more encouraging than both together en- 
joyed a year ago. I am to preach to the 
two churches, meeting together alternate- 
ly at the two places above mentioned, for 
the next year, when, I hope, God will so 
enlarge them, as to make a minister for each 
indispensable. 

Sabbath Schools. 

We are sustaining five valuable Sunday 
schools, containing not far from one hun- 
dred and fifty scholars, in all. The addi- 
tions to the libraries amount to between 
twenty and thirty dollars. 

Tem^rance, 

A general and successful effort has been 
made in the two towns of Grass Lake and 
Leoni in behalf of the temperance cause. 
The success has far exceeded the expecta- 
tions of the most sanguine. The members 
who have signed the pledge of total absti- 
nence from all that can intoxicate, is pro- 
bably over two hundred. In the village 
most distinguished by the work of the 
liquid demon, a change has taken place 
which all who knew its former stAte, now 
remark with delightful surprise. We have 
every encouragement to prosecute a work 
which all (with few exceptions) feel to be 
happily begun, nor can we relinquish the 
hope that it will prove the preparatory 
movement of a still more delightful and 
spiritual reform. 

Three maternal associations have boen 
organized during the summer, which with 
the sewing circles, are exerting the hap- 
piest influence on our social condition, and 
giving completeness and beauty to the 
Christian organizations we are attempting 
to erect in this new land, so late the un- 
broken hunting grounds of the savago 
race. 

The number of school-houses built and 
buildino^ in Grass Lake, within the three 
years since the settlements commenced, is 
eight, in each of which there is now, or 
is about to be, a school taught. 

These public exertions all coming at 
once, and at the same time they are open- 
ing their farms, putting up comfortable 
dwellings, and barns to secure their grain, 
you will perceive, must occasion very seri- 
ous and continued expense — while a consi- 
derable number of tniem have not, till this 
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fall, been able, from the produce of their 
farms, to support their own families. They 
will be obliged, therefore, to ask the conii- 
nuance of your aid still longer. But I 
think from the character and spirit thus far 
manifested, you will calculate with safety 
that while, with gratitude, they acknow- 
ledge the indispensable aid of your Society 
for the present, they will realize at no dis- 
tant period, how much more blessed it is to 
give than to receive, in supporting the gos- 
pel. 

If it were admissible here, I should wish 
to add one word to such as horteUly cherish 
the desire of doing good by coming to the 
West, especially to farmers and such me- 
chanics as are usually needed in a coun- 
try town, with one or two merchants, and 
a physician, that this place presents a very 
desirable field of usefulness — and an eligi- 
ble situation for business, with very favora- 
ble opportunities for immediate commence- 
ment. 



GRAtEPTJL RETURNS FOR PAST MISSIONARY 
AID. 

We take great pleasure in publishing the 
following letters from Ohio, showing that 
the resources of the A. H. M. S. are not con- 
fined to the older and wealthier churches at 
the East ; but that even from the field where 
it is still scattering the good seed, it is reap- 
ing already the means of sustaining its ope- 
rations. 

From {lev. M. P. Jewett^ Marietta College ^ 
Sept. 19, 1837. 

Enclosed are $16 12, an offering for the 
funds of the American Home Missionary 
Society, from members of the Presbyterian 
Church, residing in Salem and Fearing, 
Washington county, Ohio. The circum- 
stances, under which this sum is forwarded, 
are as follows : 

At a late meeting of the church, a venera- 
ble father introducal your Circular, in which 
is announced the fact, that the operations 
of the Society are now curtailed, and the 
Missionaries, already in the field, are actual- 
ly suffering great distress on account of the 
embarrassments ot the treasury. He then 
adverted to the history of the Church. A 
few years ago, it was almost ready to be- 
come extinct. There was no preaching of 
the gospel to their congregation -• no due 
regard among them to the holy Sabbath — 
little family religion, and the children and 
youth were growing up unblest by any of 
those precious influences which flow from 
the regular ministrz^tions of the sanctuary. 



All was despondency in their own souls, 
and dreariness and desolation around them. 
At this moment, when the boar out of the 
wood wasted this little vine, and the beast 
of the forest trampled it down ; when the 
Church lay wretched and helpless in her 
blood — even then came to their -relief, like 
an angel from heaven, the messenger of 
salvation from the Home Missionary So- 
ciety. The pious and energetic labors of 
Messrs. (Jaeob) Little, Pomeroy, Kingsbu- 
ry, and others, soon changed the aspect of 
aflairs. The great doctrines and duties of 
the gospel were faithfully and ably exhibit- 
ed from the pulpit. Sabbath schools were 
established, bible classes formed, associa- 
tions for benevolent effort organized. The 
interests of piety, morals, education — of 
domestic and social life, were greatly adi* 
vanced. The Church was strengthened, 
and from that time to the present, though 
the number of members is still very small, 
and some of these in worldly goods are 
very poor, yet the preaching of the gospel 
has been maintained among them by their 
unaided efforts. 

In view of these considerations, the 
speaker thought the claims o^ gratitude 
strong on the Church to contribute some- 
thing, though it were but a mite, for the re- 
lief of that Society, to whose kindness they 
are so largely indebted. He then proposed 
the following pledge, which has received, 
or will receive, the signatures of nearly all • 
the members. 

" We, the subscribers, members of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the townships of Salem 
and Fearing, hereby pledge ourselves to pay 
into the Treasury of the American Home 
^Missionary Society, each one a dollar a 
year, for five years." 

Sept. 1st, 1837. 

And now I cannot conclude without ask- 
ing, will not other and wealthier churches 
GO AND DO likewise 1 Shall the beloved 
Missionaries of your Society be compelled, 
far want of bread, to abandon their fields of 
labor, and give up to wasting and desola- 
tion, those places which have already be- 
gun, under their culture, to bud and blossom 
as the rose? Will not the churches, one 
and all, come to the rescue 1 Are they not 
able to do as much, at least, as the feeble 
church which has acted on the pledge above? 
A universal and simultaneous movement 
would fill your treasury, alleviate the suffer- 
ings of brethren whom we love, and infuse 
new life and vigor into all your operations. 
May the Great Head of the Church incline 
his people to come up to the help of the 
Lord! 



Prom the Rev. Jonathan Cable, Hebron, O. 
I received your Circular showing the 
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wants of the A. H. M. S., and I reply to it 
by sending yoa enclosed $&5 96, a collec- 
tion taken up in our little church a few 
days since. This is but a small sum ; but | 
if every church would do as piuch sccording 
to their ability, your Society would soon 
be relieved of its embarrassments. We 
have in our little church nominally forty- 
four members, fourteen of whom are maies^ 
and these are poor, and none of them are 
rich. I said nomiTuUly — for nearly one half 
of this number have moved away, or live 
at such a distance that they do not co-ope- 
rate in our acts of benevolence. Our church 
is scattered over a region of country of more | 
than fifteen miles in diameter, so that we ' 
have been obliged to build two houses of 
worship to accommodate all. These we| 
have erected and nearly finished. At the I 
time the last was dedicated, the Church sent 
up their prayers and their alms for the pros- 1 
perity of the A. H. M. S., and return the 
Society their thanks for gathering this liule 
fiock together in this wilderness. When 
your Circular came, we thought we could 
raise enough to average $1 for each mem- 
ber, but we send you $1 27 for each. Let 
churches favorable to the A. H. M. S. do 
the same, or let them average $1 each, and 
the " poor Missionaries" would have no rea- 
son to complain for want of " bread and 
meat and potatoes." And many more 
might be sent forth to make this wilderness 
glad for them. 



WESTERN RESERVE MISSIONARY SOQETY, 

Auxiliary to the A. H. M S, 

This Society held its annual meeting, 
during the sessions of the W. R. Synod, 
on Saturday, Sept. 30th, 1837, at Paines- > 
vUle, Gkauga Co., O. 

The report was read by Rev. O. P. Hoyt, 
Corresponding Secretary. The following 
Resolutions were adopted : 

Resolved, That the Report of the Direc- 
tors be accepted, jadopted, and published 
under the direction of the Board. 

Resolved, That the field for the Domestic 
Missionary effort, within our own bounds, 
is so wide and so eminently important, as 
to demand our utmost exertions that it may 
be speedily brought under proper moral 
cultivation. 

Resolved, That, in view of the relative 
ability of the churches within our own 
limits, and of the vast and increasing field 
which claims the attention of the present 
Board, it is our duty to assume the entire 
support of our own Missionaries. 

The speakers, by whom the foregoing 
Resolutions were ably sustained, were Rev. 
L. H. Loss, Rev. B. B. Judson, Rev. H. 
Cowles, and Rer. E. Judson. 



The following officers were chosen for 
the current year, viz : 

Rev. O. P. Hoyt, Corresponding Sec'ry* 

T. P. Handy, Treasurer. 

M. Weddell, Auditor. 

Directors: Rev. G. Pierce, J. Seward, 
D. Witter, S. C. Aikin, J. Whiting, D. W. 
Lathrop, A. R. Clark, V. D. Taylor, and 
Messrs. A. Seymour, A. Walworth, E# 
Folsom, B. S. Lyman, and J. Day. 



PENNSYLVANIA. 

From a Missionary Report, 

" ONB DOLLAR EACH FOR THE A. H. M. 8." 

At our monthly concert I presented be- 
fore our little congregation the embarrass- 
ments of the A. H. M. S., and made an 
appeal in its behalf, to which there was an 
unanimous and cheerful response. It is 
true that the pledge given was but the 
" widow's mite as to amount ; but it will 
still be of some aid. I think I may say that 
it was given cheerfully ; and there is no 
telling how much God can accomplish by 
such gifts. " He loveth a cheerful giver. 

Our members agreed to raise at the rate 
of two cents per week, or one dollar per 
year. As our number amounts to sixty 
members, you may calculate, with certain* 
ty, on $60, ^20 of this have been advanced 
to aid those that are now in difficulty, and 
will be paid to your a^ent. My dear bro- 
ther, the Home Missionary Society must 
and will be sustained, notwithstanding the 
efforts to crush it ; for Qod has set upon it 
his seal of approbation, and there are many 
redeemed spirits in heaven who r^oice 
over this Society, and many yet on earth to 
be saved through its agency. Let 'neither 
despondency, nor sadness, nor even discou- 
ragement, once enter your bosom. He that 
is on your side is greater than all they who 
are against you. 



From Rev. L. P. ^Judson j 



N. y. 



Since this year of njy labors commenced 
among this people, (Feb. 1,) we have en- 
joyed blessed seasons of refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord. The work has 
not been so powerful and overwhelming as 
some we have experienced and witnessed ; 
yet, we should err were we not to say it 
had been blessed and glorious. The Lord 
has been among us, and we trust some thir- 
ty souls have been converted during the six 
months this report is designed to cover. 

We have a Sabbath school which is pros- 
pering very well ; I superintend it in per- 
son — It contains about fifty pupils. The 
cause of temperance progresses among us. 
The Sabbath is, we think^ more regtuded 
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than H has been heretofore, and a good mo- 
ral influence is prevailing. 

The monthly concert is observed with 
increasing interest, and the church are be- 
ginning to contribute of their substance, 
and, send their alms with their prayers. 
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From Rev. Wm,. Waithj Burton, N. Y- 

pENERT OP CONCENTRATED LABOR. 

In reporting. another three months' labor 
in this place, I am somewhat more encour- 
aged than I have ever beeu since my labors 
commenced with this people, to hope that 
God is about to appear in his power and 
glory here. 

I determined about two months since, for 
reasons which it will be unnecessary to ex- 
plain, to abandon pay other field of lalwr, 
and to devote my whole time for a season 
to B.; and to be more faithful in visitmg 
from house to house, and in prrsonal con- 
versation present the claims of the gospel 
to all, old and young. The effect is already 
very striking. Our meetings are crowded 
with attentive and solemn hearers, some 
confessions have been made in the church, 
and an evident increase in spiritual life is 
n^anifested in some of the members. 



From a Missionary in THoga co. N. Y. 

My commission was duly received. I 
tender my gratitude, and that of this people, 
in unwonted measure. Previous to receiv- 
ing it, our people appeared more anxious 
than 1 have known them before upon a simi- 
lar subject; and when it arrived they ap- 
peared more gratified than upon any similar 
occasion. Such aid in times so pr&ssing as 
well as threatenino; and disturbed, certainly 
lays us under peculiar obligation to improve 
all our talents to the utmost. 

My labors during the current year have 
been continued under circumstances more 
^vorable than last year. There is a better 
attendance upon public worship, and a more 
earnest desire is manifested to enjoy reli- 
gious institutions, as well as an increasing 
Uberality in maintaining them. By means 
of the liberality of your Board, my person- 
al circumstances are becoming less embar- 
rassed than they have been; and, I hope, 
my prospect of usefulness is better than 
"heretofore. We seem to be rather inclining 
to become more settled. We seem to have 
the foundation and frame work of a good 
congregation, and are, I think, becoming 
. better compacted. But we are in great need 
of the other materials to make up the spi- 
ritual bulldino;, and above all we need the m- 
fluences .of the Holy Spirit, that blessed 
agent whom there seems so much reason to 
fear will be grie»ed away from our whole 
chureh and from our whole country. 

VOL. X. 15 



T. BaMwinj late of DarieUf 

N. Y. 

Two days antecedent to the datt of my 

commission, a meeting-house in Darien, 

exclusively for the use of the Presbyterian 

church, being fully completed, was opened, 

^ and, in the usual form, dedicated to ihe wor- 
sliip of the Triune God. The exercises 
were appropricae and interesting. Having 
now a commodious house, favorably located, 

; and a minister to occupy the desk every 

, Sabbath, an expectation prevailed that a 
revival wouW result, as an event of course. 
This expectation, however, ere long showed 
itself to be the offspring of sluggish pre- 
sumption, rather than of hhmble, broken- 
hearted, prayerful confidence in God. Up 
to the close of December, three exercises 

•on the Sabbath were constantly attended, 
and meeting for prayer and conference on 
other days, were frequently held. At the 
same time, every member of the church, to- 
gether with others, were repeatedly ^risited. 
Commendable attention continued to be 
paid to a Sabbath school, and two small 
Bible classes, one for males, and the other 
for females, were put in operation. During 
this period, four by letter, and one by pro- 
fession, united with the Church; yet, while 
we looked tor light, darkness prevailed, and 
seemed to have become more gross. Never 
were appearances mbr« disheartening than 
at the fast and Missionary Concert on the 
first of January. 

About the last of December, a proposi- 
tion was put forward, and some few ar- 
rangements made for a special eifort, with 
reference to the interests of Zion and the 
good of souls. For this purpose, religious 
meetings were publicly held for several 
days in succession, commencing on the 9th 
of January. The effort was manifestly 
owned of G*d. His people were quicken- 
ed and refreshed. Sinners were enlightened 
and hopefully converted. And a very pro- 
mising impression made in favor of reli- 
gjion, upon the mincjs of the community at 
large. Since that, eighteert. If ing all adults, 
have been admitted into the Church, by 
profession, thirteen of whom received bap^ 
tism, and four by letter. The whole num- 
ber received into the Church, in the course 
of the year, is twenty-seven. 



From a Report. 

I sought the first convenient opportunity 
to lay the subject of raising " one dollar from 
each communicant for Home Missions" be- 
fore the church. There appeared a general 
and united willingness to do something, 
though we felt it improbable that the plan 
proposed could be carried out, in this 
church. The way adopted to ascertain 
; how much would be given for a year, waj^ 
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the circulation of a subscription. Afler the 
committee had made an effort, they reported 
the sum of $L9 to be paid quarterly. There 
were some who refused to sign, who said 
they would give. The sum" may be in- 
creased perhaps to S^- This money will 
be collected probably on the first Sabbath 
of each quarter, when non*subscribers will 
have an opportunty to contribute. I regret 
that the sum is no larger. I thought it would 
be, as I believe it ought to be. But covet- 
ousness is ihe great sin of this church, as 
it is of some others. Some thought all contri- 
butions should be withheld from Foreign 
Missions, in order to do more for Home 
Missions. I read to them that part of my 
commission which requires the patronage 
of that and other benevolent enterprises. 
One could not see the propriety of ask- 
ing aid from the Home Missionary Socie- 
ty, and then paying the amount right back 
in contributions. I endeavor to meet these 
difficulties, by explaining the effect of their 
, efforts on ourselves. I do not know what 
to think of Christians who are disposed to 
evade every eff*ort of doing good that 
touches their purse, unless, I think, they 
have altogether a different religion from the 
good Cornelius, of Cajsarea, whose prayers 
and al/ms went up for a memorial before 
God. 



LOVE FOR THE GOSPEL. 

If feeble churches and neighborhoods, de- 
siring to establish among them the ordi- 
nances of the gospel, would make efforts 
and sacrifices such as are descnbed below, 
the need of Home Missionary Societies 
would be greatly diminished ; or, at least, 
they would be relieved from much of their 
present work in the older states, and might 
devote their funds more exclusively to the 
new and remote sections of the country, to 
which they can now give far less of their 
attention than- they desire. It is a privilege 
to .help such a church fis this. 

From a Missionary Report. 

I had supposed that I should be com- 
pelled to leave my people for want of sup- 
port, as my salary ($300) was absolutely, 
as the times are, insufficient to sustain my 
family. The last year, with what econo- 
my I could decently practice, has run me in 
debt ; and 1 did not feel willing to ask this 
dear people, who have done so nobly to 
raise my salary. I said to them : I do not 
See that you can keep me the whole time, 
and if you think it is an object to secure 
preaching a part of the time, I will offer 
myself to other congregations. This, I 
found, cut them to the quick. T|iey said : 



'* Our meetings will ran down*^wc shall 
become scattered, and other denomination* 
will rise over us, — we wMst have preaching 
the whole time." Before 1 was a ware of it^ 
they had commenced raising tbeir subscrip- 
tions, and, to my astonishmeoty they have 
brought it up to three hundred dollars, in 
addition to what your Society give them. 
I do think, that taking into consideration 
the ability of this people, the dfort is al- 
most without a parallel. To appreciate it 
you must consider^ that there are but twen- 
ty male members in this church, and that 
men who call themselves poor in such a 
place as this, have subscribed //ife^w, eigii- 
teen and twenty dollars-^and Sabbath scho- 
lars, the children of poor parents, one and 
a quarter — and young women, who work 
for five and six shillings per week, two dol- 
lars — and young men, laboring for eight dol- 
lars per month, ^7;e/7?!rfoAa//: It is true of 
this people, that, like the Macedonians, 
their "deep poverty has abounded unto 
the riches of their liberality," and verily, I 
believe, if such a proportion could eo 
through the Church, the world will be 
shaken. 

I suppose you will receive about the time 
this reaches you, an application from this 
church for further assistance. I will only 
jsay, that, if it should be granted, you 
may assure the Board, that it is be- 
stowed upon a grateful and worthy 
people. 



From Rev. 4. Gardner^ Big BblUm, 
N. Y. 

The general attendance on the public 
worship ot God on the Sabbath, has been 
during the surnmer, slowly on the increase, 
ihe weekly lectures, in different parts of 
the congregation, are fittended as well as 
usual. Some of our prayer-meetings are 
becoming, I think, more solemn and inte- 
resting. The cause ef total abstinence 
from all that can intoxicate, is very slowly^ 
I think, gaining ground. Some of our 
young men have been induced to write 
and deliver addresses on temperance. To 
persons whose opportunities for mental 
improvement and discipline are so limited, 
as those of most of our young men have 
been, the undertaking is on^ of considerable 
maffnitude. 

The Bible.class is sustained with about 
the usual degree of interest. The<ihurch 
were never in a more harmonious state 
since I become their pastor. 

I can see no way in which I could have 
been supported here the last year, without 
the assistance obtained from the Home Mis- 
sionary Society. I thiyk, however, the 
time is not very far distant whea the socio- 
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ty will be able to sustain tlie gospel, with- 
out foreign aid. 

. The Trastees of this Church, ip their ap- 
plication for renewed aid, say — , 
To give you some idea of our need, we 



merely state that on one hundred dollars 
taxable property, we pay tl^r^e dollars and 
fifty cents towards the support of our pas- 
tor, probably there is no church in the 
county that pays so great a per centage, 
except this. 



Appointifients i 



the Executive Committee of the A/H, M. iS., from Sept, Ibth to 
October Ihth, 1837. 



Re-appoitUed, 

Ilev. P. Harrington, Head of Delaware and North 

Blenheim, N. Y. 
Rev. B. Keut, 3J Cli., Franklin, N. T. . 
Rev. S. Manning, Mason ville, N. Y. 
Rev. A. O. Hubbard, Melbourne, L. C. ' 
Rev. P. Riser, German Cb«., Corydon and Vi- 

ciuity, lad. 
Rev. P. K. Williams, Baldwinkville, N. Y. 
Rev. L. K. Powell, Scotl, N. Y. 
Rev. H. S. Hamilton, HawUton, N. Y. 
Rev. David Spear, Denmark, N. Y. 
Rev. 3. Chafee, Virgil, N. Y. 
.Rev. J. W. Paddock. Oneouta and Lawreuuei N. Y. 
Rev. J. C. Morgan, Naples, N. Y. 
Rev. Seth Burt, Center Lisle, N. Y. 
Rev. H. Halscy, Chalmers, N. Y. 
Rev. L Hull, Angelica, N. Y. 
Rev. R. West, Reading, N. Y. 



Rev. James M. Davis, Fairmouut, Pa. 

Rev. J. H. Snialtz, Ger. Ch., Trenton, N. J. 

Rev. R. W. Lund 18, Lower Providence, Pa. 

Rev. Joi^eph M*Cool, Pottbville, Pa. 
} Rev. William Ramgay, Philadelphia. 
j Rov. Courtney Smith, Bolton, N. Y. 

Rev. Duuiel Beersi:, Greenport, L. I. 

Rev. A. Gardner, Big Hollow, N. Y. 

Rev. E. D. Well(«, Lawreuceville, Pa. 
' Rev. R. V. HaH, Sianstead, L. C. 
j Rev. W. N. Sayre, Pine Plains, N. Y. 
I Rev. W. J. Bradford, to go to lud. 

NtJft in Commi»sum last year. 

Rev. L. A. Wicke?,' Antwerp, N. Y. 

Ruy. B. B. Stone, Agent in New-Hami)sbire. 

Rev. Asahei Olis, Ossian, N. Y. 

Rev. Alansoni>cofield, West Fayette, N. Y. 

Rev. George Hall, Norfield, Conn. 
' Rev. Jeukin Jenkins, Welch Ch., Clifford, Pa. 



IVu Treasurer of the American Home Missionary Society acknowledges the receipt of 
the foUoioing sums, from September 15th to October Ibth, 1837. 



VERMONT— 

Domestic Missionary Society, viz : 

Charlotte, Rev. £. W. Gomlmun, L. M., 
.% 5 Mies Mary Grout, L. M., 30, 

Royalton, Miss Wealthy Root, L. M.| 

Thetford, Miss Emma White, L. M-, 
MASSACHUSETTS- 

Mis. Soc. by B. Perkins, As*t. Tr., 

Northampton, Ladies' H.. M. Sew. Soc, 
by Mrs. Dickinson, 100 00 

Pittsfield, Rev, C. Dewey, in part to con- 
stitute Mrs. Dewey, a L. M., 

Rehoboth, Ladies* Sew. Soc, by Lydia 
Drown, 

Springfield, Friead, 
RHODti-JSLAND— 

Kingston, a few iudividuals, by Rev. C. P. 
GrOsvenor, 
CONNISCTICUT— 

Farmington, Mrs. Mary Rowe, L. D., per 
Rev. Dr. Putton 



60 00 
30 00 
30 00 

50Q 00 



10 00 



13 50 
5 00 



10 00 



100 00 
Griswold, Fir:>t Congl. Church, Coll., of 

which 30 in m const. Rev. William R. 

Jewett a L. M., 63 37 

New- London, Legacy of Miss Matilda 

Wright, dec, by E. Learned, E.xr., 50 00 

Scotland Male and Fern. Mis. Assoc, bal. 1 00 
Simsbury, in part of h'gacy of the late 

Thames Wilcox, dec, by B. Ely, Exr., 121 00 
Southport, Master Amhouy John Lamb, 50 

NE W.YORK— 

Brookhaveu, L. L, First Presb. Ch., by F. 

Smith, 8 00 

C armel, Presb, Ch., by Rev. G. T. Todd, 41 65 
, Catskiil, O. Day, in full to couj»t. Walter 



De Forest Day and Henry Day Atwa- 

ter L. D's., 20 ; S. O. WoodruflF, 5 ; Mrs. 

Ruth Cook, L. M., in part, 15, 
Charlotte, Feui. Mis. Soc, by Mrs. E. C. 

Forbosli, Sec. 
Delaware C<i. Dom. Mis. Soc, by Rev. F. 

Harrington, 
G.eenport, L. I., Prefcb. Ch., by Rev. D. 

Beers, 
Hannibal, two members of Ch., 
Jefferson Pmsb. Ch., 5; Joha W. Ste- 
phens L. M., in part, 1(), 
Lexington, Presb. Ch., 
Mooers, Coll. 2 60; R. R.Rood*2; D^a. 

J.Churchill, 1; by Rev. CM. Seaton, 
New Sweden, Mon. Con. Coll., by W^S. 

M'Lcan, 
New-York City, viz : 
Central Presh. CK Rev. W. Adams, 
Fourth Free Ch., Young Men's Mis. Soc. 

by Lucius Cop, Tr. 
Merce.r-st. Ch., Mon. Con. Coll. by L. 

Hulbrook, 
Murray-st. Ch., Jacob Kershaw, 15 : N. 

Richards, 20 ; Ca>h, 65 ; B. L. Swanj 20, 
Third Free Ch., H. Leet, L. M., in part, 
Painted Post, Feni. Sew. Soc,, 
Pine's Bridge CoogL Ch., by "Rev. W. A. 

Hyde, 
Rensselaerville Presb. Ch., 
Rondoubt, Mon. Con. Coll., 3; W. B. 

Crane, 1 ; Mrs. Crane, 1 ; by Mr. Young, 
Sand Lake, First Presb. Church* 
Sfepheniown, Family of S. V. Jolls, by 

Rev.. A. Worthington, 



40 00 


25 00 


25 00 


20 00 
200 


15 00 
2 34 


5 60 


12 96 


10 00 


10 50 


30 25 


120 00 
10 00 
42 00 


3 75 
15 00 


500 
15 81 



500 
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■ Troy Second Ch., Ladie*' H. M. Askoc., 

by Mrf . 8. W. Daua, Tf. 50 ; Gent. II. 

M. Assoc, by C. Lyman, Tr. 60, 110 00 

'Windham, Ceuter, Nalbad Oziborn, L. M. 

io part, 
Yorktown Fem, H. M, Soc, by Rev. W. 

A. Hyde, 
NEW-JERSEY— 
Boonton Presb. Ch., 
Bridgeton, Friend, 35; L.T. CbapIio,5; 

MiM L. T. Hnwlcy, 5, 
Connecticut Farms, Mon. Con. Coll. 1554; 

Coll. in Cb., 3090; by Rev. Mr. Street, 
Ilurristowu Presb. Cb., bal. of Coll. 43 GO; 

£. Whitehead, to const, his grand- 
daughter, Mary C. Whitebeud, a L. M., 

30, 
Newark, N. J., Hon. J.C. Horublower, 
Princeton, Mrs. J. Cary, 
Sonih Orange Presb. Ch., Coll. 
PENNSYLVANIA— 
Aaronsburg, James Dnncan, L. M., 30; 

C. Coburo« 5; D. Duncan, 5; John 

Foster, 5 ; John Foster, Jr., 5, 
Alleghanytown, Hon. R. C. Grier, 5; J. 

Hunuen, 5, 
Erie Prenb. Cb., to const. Rev. George A. 

Lyon a L. D. 
Harrifeburgh Presb. Ch., by Rev. W. R, 

De Wilt, 
Honesdale Fem. H. M. Soc, by Mies C. 

Neill, 
Lower Providence Presb. Ch., of which 

5 it for France, 
Mead ville Presb. Ch., Coll., 20 50 ; Fern. 

Benev. Sew. Soc, 20 ; Mon. Con. Coll. 

25 ; Rev. N. West, 5, 
Muntrose Presb. CIj., Coll., by J. Lyons, 
Norristown Presb. Cb., Coll. 
Perry ville Presb. Cb., to const. Rev. James 

Nourse a L. M., 
Northumberiaod, John Porter, 
Philadelphia, viz : 
First Presb. Ch., 



20 00 
500 



10 00 
45 00 



46 44 



73 60 
10 00 
5 00 

8 4'Z 



50 00 
10 00 



103 00 
36 46 



36 25 
26 31 



70 50 
3 00 
23 80, 

30 00 
10 00 



333 50 

10 00 



84 62 



Stamd Presb. CL^ Friend, 

Fifth Presb. Ch., Ladies, 22 50; Coll., 
17 32 ; Lady, 25 ; G. W. M'Clelland, 20; 
James Bruen, bal., 10, 

Thomas Fleming, 50; Robert Earp, Esq. 
50; Friend, 1; do. 5; do. by G.W. M'Clel- 
land, 25; A Clarkson, 5; a lady, by 
Dr. Paul, 10; two individuals by do, 
3 50; J. Wyman, 15; Mrs. B. B. Fal- 
coner, 25, 189 50 

Pittsburgh Third Ch., by J.T. Campbell, 191 00 
" J. Wright, 5 ; J. WUsnn, 5 ; H. 
Cbilds, 5; avails of pamphlets given 
by R. Edward.s,3 75, 

Pottsville Presb. Ch., by Rev. J. M'Cool, 

Reading Presb. Ch., 

Salem Presb. Ch.. Coll., by B. Hamlin, 

Spring Mills, D. W.S.Cook, 

Walerford, Rev. P. Chamberlain and 
family, 11 50 ; Presb. Ch., by Mr. 
Hutchins, 4 50, . 

Westchester Presb. Ch., bal. of Coll., by 
H. Fleminjr, 

Western Pennsylvania, a Friend whene- 
ver before contributed, 

Friend, 
DELAWARE— 

Wilmington Presb. Ch., Fem. P'r. Soc.l3; 
Miss Susan Munro, 10 ; Miss Susan 
Frombnrger,10; J. Randall and Wife,^ 
10; Sab. Sch., 2 95; Coll. and dona 
tions, 6712, 
MARYLAND— 

Baltimore, Cecil, 5 00 

VIRGINIA— 

Lexington. Coll. by Rev. A. B. Davidson, 10 00 
SOUTH CAROLINA— 

Charleston, a friend by H. Perkins, 10 00 



18 75 
10 00 
32 .35 
10 00 
5 00 



16 00 
12 89 



20 00 
1 50 



113 07 



GEORGIA— 

Bryan, C. H., by Rev. S. W. Magill, 
OHIO— 

Hebron Presb. Ch., hy R«t. J. CaMev 

Salem and Fearing Chs., by M. P. Jewett, 
INDIANA— 

Bath, 3Iiss Elliot, by Rev. M. H. Wilder, 
ILLINOIS— 

Knoxviile Ch., 21 25 ; Rev. E. P. Noel, 
7 50, 

Quincey, H. H. Snow, 

Round Prairie, Rev. A. Hubbard, 
MISSOURI— 

Little Osage, by Rev. N. B. Dodge, 

Transmitted by a lady of N. H., 
HOME MISSIONARY, 



S7 00 



86M 
16 IS 



600 



9B75 
1 50 
5 00 

33 69 

5S5 

96 01 



$3579 07 
KNOWLES TAYLOR, TreMurer. 



Receipts of the Central Jgeney of Ifew-Tork, 

from Avgu^t Mtk io September 26«&, 1837. 
Cambridge, to const. Rev. Epbraim H. 

Newton a L. M., 90 00 

Fairville, Fem. H. M. S. 15 00 

Lowville, 17 M 

Marcellus, by L. Parsons, 96 98 

MartiiiKliurgh, 14 86 

Middle Granville, 5 37 
Morrisvilie, Mon. Cod. Coll., by E. 

Holmes, Esq. IT 93 

Muuroeville, by F. James, 10 00 

Peterborough, by W. Thompson, 94 51 
Rodman, Maternal Assoc, 7 50; CongL 

Soc, 250 10 00 

Salem, Dr. Fitch, 2 00 

Smithviile, 8 68 

South Granville, 13 IS 

Utica, Second Ch., E. Vernon, 90 00 

Wampsville, 38 63 

W^atertown First Presb. Soc., 96 00 

West Granville, 14 65 

Whitehall, . 58 87 

9347 39 



Receipts of the Western Agency Jit Oenev, K K, 
from September I3tk to October 130, 1837. 

50 00 
500 
10 00 
10 00 
475 
18 00 
700 



Angelica, 

Burton, Fem. Cent Soc, 

Cayuga Bridge, Lorin Willnrd, 

Chalmers, 

Colden, by Rev. Mr. Ingalls, 

East Aurora, by Rev. Mr. Riffin, 

Evans, Cong. Ch., by Mrs. T. F. Pannele,' 

Geneva, a member of Presb. Ch.,by Rev. 

Mr. Hay, 5 00 

Gorham, Ladies, by Rev. Mr. Gaylord, 12 00 
Kennedysville, by Rev. Mr. Everett, 5 00 

Lcroy, Ladies 21 50; Coll. in part, 4844, 68 94 
Newark, P. Foster, 13; S. Bryant, 5; T. 

Partridge, 3: H. Soverbill, 2; others 

9 12, 39 19 

Owego, Ladies, 22; Coll. in part 91 63, 113 63 
Pen Yan, J. Mi11t<pauch 2 ; M. Benhom, I ; 

H. Benham, 2; H. Bradley, 5; D. B. 

Bi^sell, 1, . 11 00 

Perry Center, Ladies' Denev. Soc, Mary 

Phillips, Sec 25 00 

Rofe, • 6 25 

Seneca Falls, 8 31 

Sknnoateles, 13 16 

Sodas, Fem. H. M. S., 6 75; Coll. 17 15, 23 9Q 
Summerhill Hiss. Soc, 9 95 

Yates, 7 00 

$446 31 
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GLEANINGS FROM THE SEVENTEENTH 1 
CENTURY, I 

ELIOT AND THE INDIANS 

It was in the year 1646, that Mr. 
Eliot, accompanied by three more, 
gave a visit unto an assembly of In- 
dians, of whom he desired a meeting 
at such a time and such a place, that 
he might lay before them the things of 
their eternal peace. After a serious 
prayer, he gave them a sermon, which 
continued above an hour, and con- 
tained the principal articles of the 
Christian religion, applying all to the 
condition of the Indians present. 
Having done, he asked of them, whe- 
ther they understood ? and with a ge- 
neral reply, they answered, they un- 
derstooa all. He then began what 
was his usual method afterwards in 
treating with them ; that is, he caused 
them to propound such questions as 
they pleased, unto himself; and he 
gave answers to them. Their ques- 
tions would often, though not always 
refer to what he had newly preached ; 
and he this way not only made a proof 
of their profiting by his ministry, but 
also gave an edge to what he delivered 
unto them. Some of their questions 
would be a little philosophical, and 
required a good measure of learning 
in the minister concerned with them ; 
but for this Mr. Eliot wanted not. He 
would also put proper questions unto 
them, and ^t one of his first exercises 
with them, he made the yOung ones 
capable of regarding these three ques - 
tions. 1. Who made you and all the 
world ? 2. Who do you look should 
save you from sin and hell? 3. How 
many commandments has the Lord 

fiven you to keep ? It was his wis- 
om that he began with them upon 



such principles, as they themselves 
had already some notion of; such as 
that of an heaven for good, and hell 
for bad people, when they died. It 
broke his gracious heart within him, to 
see what Boods of tears fell from the 
eyes of several among these degenerate 
savages, at the first addresses which he 
made unto them : yea, from the very 
worst of them all. He was very in- 
quisitive to learn who were the Paw- 
aws, that is, the sorcerers and sedu- 
cers, that maintained the worship of 
the devil in any of their societies ; and 
having, in one of his first journeys to 
them, found out one of those wretches, 
he made the Indian come unto him, 
and said, " Whether do you suppose 
God, or Chepian (i. e. the devil) to be 
the author of all good?" the conjuror 
answered, God. Upon this he added 
with a stern countenance, " Why do 
you pray to Chepian then ?" and the 
poor man was not able to stand oi; 
speak before him ; but at last made 
promises of reformation. Having thus 
entered upon the teaching of these 
poor creatures, it is incredible how 
much time, toil, and hardship, he un- 
derwent in the prosecution ct* this un- 
dertaking ; how many weary days and 
nights ; how many tiresome journeys ; 
and how many terrible dangers he 
had experience of. In a letter to the 
Hon. Mr. Winslow, he says, " I have 
not been dry night or day, from the 
third day of the week unto the sixth, 
but so travelled, and at night pull off 
my boots, wring my stockings, and on 
with them again, and so continue. 
But God steps in and helps." I have 
considered the word of God in 2 Tim. 
ii. 3. " Endure hardship as a good 
soldier of Christ." 

One of his remarkable cares for 
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these illiterate Indians, was to bring 
them into the use of schools and books. 
He quickly procured the benefit of 
schools for them ; wherein they profit- 
ed so much, that not only very many of 
them quickly came to read and write, 
also several arrived unto a liberal edu- 
cation in the college, and one or two 
of them took their degree with the 
rest of the graduates. And for books, 
it was his chief desire that the Sacred 
Scriptures might not in an unknown 
tongue. be locked or hidden from them ; 
very hateful and hellish did the policy 
of Popery appear to him on this ac- 
count. He could not live without a 
Bible himself; he would have parted 
with all his estate sooner; and he 
knew it vvould be of more than some 
use unto the Indians too ; he therefore 
with a vast labor translated the Holy 
Bible into the Indian language. This 
Bible was printed at Cambridge ; 
and it is the first Bible that ever was 
printed in America. The Bible being 
justly made the leader of all the rest, 
a liitie Indian library quickly followed ; 
for besides primers, and grammars, 
and some other suchc ompositions, they 
quickly had The Practice of Piety in 
the Indian tongue; and Baxter^s Call 
to the Unconverted ; he also transla- 
ted some of Shephard's compositions, 
and such catechisms likewise as there 
was occasion for. 

The Indians that had felt the im- 
pression of his ministry, were quickly 
distinguished by the name of prajring 
Indians; and these praying Indians 
as quickly were for a more decent 
w^ay of living, and they desired a more 
fixed cohabitation. At several places 
did they now combine and settle; but 
the place of greatest name among 
their towns, is that of Natick. Here 
it was, that in the year 1651, those that 
had heretofore lived like the wild 
beasts, compacted themselves into a 
town; and applied themselves to the 
forming of their civil government. 
Mr. Eliot, on a solemn fast, made a 
public vow, " That seeing these In- 
dians were not prepossessed with any 
forms of government, he would in- 
struct them in such a form as we had 
written in the word of God, that so 
they might be a people in all things 
ruled by the Lord." Accordingly, he 



expounded unto them the eighteenth 
chapter of Exodus; and then they 
chose rulers of hundreds, of fifties, of 
tens; and therewithal entered into 
this covenant. 

"We are the sons of Adam; we 
and our forefathers haTe a long time 
been lost in our sins ; but now the 
mercy of the Lord beginneth to find 
us out again ; therefore the grace of 
Christ helping us, we do give our- 
selves and our children unto God, to 
be his people. He shall rule us in all 
our alTairs ; the Lprd is our judge, the 
Lord is our law-giver, the Lord is our 
king ; he will save us ; and the wis- 
dom which God has taught us in his 
book shall guide us. Oh Jehovah ! 
leach us wisdom ; send thy Spirit into 
our hearts; take us to be thy people, 
and let us take thee to be our God.'^ 



ACTS XVII. 27. ILLDSTEATED 

In the History of an Indian Woman. 
Wuttunnunohkomkooh, was the wife 
of Pamohannit, and the mother of the 
memorable Japheth, and died about the 
year 1675. By a due improvement of 
the light of natuVe, assisted by the 
Spirit of God, she attained to so right 
a conception of the only true and liv- 
ing God, and her own relation to, and 
dependance on him, that she did wor- 
ship and call on him, and, as it seem- 
eth, obtained a gracious answer to her 
prayers. Pamchannit and his wife 
naving buried their first five children 
successively, every one of them with- 
in ten days of their birth, notwith- 
standing all their use of the Pawaws 
and medicines to preserve them, had 
a sixth (a son) born to them, the same 
whom 1 am here speaking of, a few 
years before the English first settled 
^l Martha's Vineyard. The mother 
being then greatly distressed with fear 
that she should lose this child, as she 
had done the former, and utterly des- 
pairing of any help from such means 
as had been formerly tried without any 
success ; as soon as she was able, 
which was within ten days after his 
birth, she with a sorrowful heart took 
him up and went out into the field that 
she might there weep out her sorrow. 
But while she was there musing on 
the insufficiency of human help, she 
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found it powerfully suggested to her 
mindj that there is one sumighty God 
who IS to be prayed to ; that this God 
hath created all things that we see ; 
and that the God who had given be- 
ing to herself and all other people, and 
had given her child to her, was able I 
to preserve and continue his life. On 
this she resolved that she would seek 
to God for that mercy, and did accord- 
ingly ; the issue was that her child 
lived, and her faith (suph as it was) | 
in him who had thus answered herj 
prayer, was wonderfully strengthened; j 
and the consideration of God's good- i 
ness herein manifested to her, caused 
her to dedicate this son of hers to the 
service of that God who bad thus pre- 
served his life ; of her doing of which 
she early informed him, and did, as 
far as she could, educate him accord- 
ingly. But this she did yet more vi- 
gorously and to better purpose prose- 
cute, wnen a few years after she was 
by the preaching of the gospel, in- 
structed in the way of salvation by a 
Redeemer, and by the grace of God 
enabled truly to believe in Jesus Christ 
our only Saviour. 

As soon as this woman heard of the 
devotions of the English, who settled 
on the east end of Martha's Vineyard 
in the year 1642, at a considerable dis- 
tance from where she lived, she pre- 
sently alleged that they were wor- 
shippers of the same God to whom 
she had prayed ; and she soon after 
found that she was not mistaken, when 
Mr. Maybe w began to preach the word 
of God to the Indians on the island : 
and when she heard the gospel preach- 
ed, she accordingly readily beUeved it 
and embraced it. This woman thus 
becoming a Christian, lived like such 
a one ail.the remaininc^ part of her 
life, which was well nigh thirty years, 
never (that I can on the strictest in- 
quiry hear of) doing any thing which ' 
mignt be an occasion or stu moling to 
such as were acquainted with her, but 
did in all respects order her conversa- [ 
tion as did become the gospel. The 
lad's father being also about this, 
time converted, and so becoming a; 
serious and godly man, this his son ' 
had the advantage of a Christian edu- 1 
cation, while he was but a child, not 



was daily worshipped, but was him- 
self taught to call on the name of 
that God to whose service he had 
been devoted : and when there was a 
school set up for the Indians on the 
island in the year 1651, his father 
sent him to it. And he became at 
last the third pastor of the Indians in 
Martha's Vineyard. 



PRAYER NEEOEO ANO BFPECTnAL. 
[Furnished by a Miasiouury.] 

Why are not Home Missionaries 
made a more special subject of prayer ? 
The Church can offer this. And 
though your monied treasury be ex- 
hausted, yet here is one that can be 
opened by prayer. I know it is not 
sufficient for the Church to pray only, 
but she must give and suffer denial as 
well as her Missionaries ; nor may she 
give only, supposing her Missionaries 
will give all the Missionary prayer 
which is necessary. The treasury of 
Jehovah is ever full ', but he will be 
sought unto by his people ere he 
give. 

The above thought reminds me of 
an instance that occurred during my 
ministry at , in the State of New- 
York. Charlotte T. was a member in 
my church — the only professor in her 
father's house. It was in a season of 
revival, when we had precious seasons 
at the house of God. But Charlotte 
was seldom there, because her father 
and brothers cared not to provide her 
with the means of conveyance. It 
was winter, and on one cold, boisterous 
day, she came riding alone on horse- 
back. She was deeply concerned for 
her father's household, and requested 
the Church to pray for them. We ap- 
pointed, at her request, a meeting for 
prayer at her father's house, particu- 
larly for their conversion. We as- 
sembled there and prayed. And at 
the close of the meeting, that father 
took me by the hand, while the tears 
ran down his furrowed cheeks, and 
for the first time, confessed himself a 
sinner, and asked an interest in my 
prayers. When I went out to depart, 
the eldest brother met me with my 
horse, and took me by the hand, weep- 
ing, and asked me to pray for him. Soon 



only living in a family where Grodj they were apparently convened, and 
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Charlotte was provided with means to 
attend meeting. One evening o\ a 
Sabbath I noticed Charlotte in the 
hinder end of, their sleigh, (for they 
had a good team,) now loaded with 
neighbors, as well as with their own ' 
family. I remarked, "Now, Charlotte, 
you can get to meeting." Her brother 
answered, " O praise God, Mr. G.'* 

Thus God did for Charlotte, and so 
will he do for your Missionaries, if the 
Church will pray for them. 



** TRUST IN THE LORD, AND DO GOOD, 

AND VERILY THOU SHALT BE FED." 

IFroin aMiM>iounry.] 

When I look back upon the past 
year, it puzzles me even to imagine 
now I have succeeded in getting 
along. My family has not been des- 
titute of a single comfort. I have had 
no foreign source of income, save 
from your Society. I have purchased 
all my provisions and groceries, and 
yet have not run myself in debt ; 
nay, I am much more free from debt 
than I was this time last year. I can 
find a solution for the difficulty, only 
in the fact that years ago, I solemnly 
covenanted with the Lord, that if he 
would keep my mind freed from 
worldly cares and anxieties, I would 
devote myself entirely to promoting 
the best interests of his kingdom. 



THE BIBLE STEREOTYPED IN 1710. 

The following interesting facts respecting 
the circulation of the Scriptures in Germany, 
more than 120 years ago, is taken from a 
letter of the famous Fhanck^, of Halle, and 
shows how philanthropy and ingenuity were 
engaged for the solvation of men, before our 
modern organizations were conceived. 

" Charles Hildebrand, baron of Can- 
stein, a true lover of all sincere ser- 
vants of God, published a proposal in 
the year 1710, exhibiting a method in 
what manner the entire Bible,as well as 
the New-Testament by itself, might 



be printed and purchased at a very 
moderate price, for the benefit of the 
poor. The substance of this proposal 
was : that such a number of types 
should he cast, as might compose so 
many pages as the whole book did 
contain ; and then, that all the forms 
thus composed be preserved entire for 
all the succeeding impressions. Many, 
as soon as they came to be acquainted 
with the desi^, did highly approve of 
it, as of a thing, whereby, in time, 
they might see a Bible printed off with 
as great care and exactness as the 
study of men was able to make it. In 
effect, some readily contributed seve- 
ral sums of money for rendering prac- 
ticable a project of so public a use and 
advantage. In the year 1712, the he- 
ginning was made with publishing the 
New-Testament, and the Psalter, 
which was joined to it. And truly, 
Sir, within the compass of thirty 
months, there were wrought off no 
less than seven editions, making up in 
all a number of thirty-eight thousand 
copies, and sold for about four pence a- 
piece unbound, or for about the sixty- 
third part of an English pound sterling. 
The whole Bible printed in octavo 
hath had two editions, wherein there 
have been wrought off ten thousand 
copies ; and in the month of March 
of the year ensuing, an edition is 
coming forth in twelves, whereof five 
thousand copies will be published at 
once. The price of both volumes is so 
very inconsiderable, that for about 20 
shillings English, there may be bought 
thirteen copies of the larger size, and 
twenty-one of the smaller. I do not 
doubt, reverend Sir, but you will great- 
ly wonder at so uncommon a provi- 
dence, which hath attended us in pub- 
lishing the divine oracles at so low 
and easy a rate. It is certain that 
many, even in Germany, have been 
highly taken with this enterprise, as 
tending so much to the promoting of 
Christian knowledge among the poor- 
er sort of people.'* 
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SYMPATHY FOil THE MISSIONARY. 



Three months since, the Amebican Home 
HissiONABY Society informed its patrons 
that "the Missionaries were 8t{^ering" and 
solicited the means for their reh^. This ap- 
peal met with a onerous response. Thd sum 
of fourteen thousand dollars has been receir- 
ed, and distributed to the most needy cases, 
as fast as it came in. 

Still, the relief has been only partial. 
While some have received a portion of what 
the Society had promised, there are others 
who, after another quarter has passed away, 
remain yet unpaid ; and the treasury of the 
Society is again exhausted ; so that without 
knmediate contributions from the friends of 
the Missionary, the laborer will not receive 
his hire. Consequently he must suffer for 
the want of those necessaries of life, which 
he has been accustomed to procure with the 
aid furnished by this Soeiety. Although the 
late harvest has rendered the various articles 
of food more abundant than in the Spring ; 
yet it should be Considered that Winter is 
approaching, and that in retired and frontier 
districts, the Missionary must anticipate that 
season, by laying up provisions, making 
comfortable his dwelling, and obtaining cloth- 
ing for himself and family before the severe 
weather and bad traveling commence. 

The Executive Committee of the Ame- 
rican Home Missionary Society, therefore, 
make their earnest appeal to the Chris- 
tian public for aid to these worthy^ labc- 
riausy suffering men, who, in these times 
of agitation and embarrassment, are about 
their Master's work, and persevering therein 
vnder great discouragements. That their 
claim on the aid of Christians may be ap- 
preciated, let the following facts be consi- 1 
dered in connection. I 

VOL X. 14 



1. The whole support of Home Missionit- 
ries, in consequence of the irregular pay- 
ment or partial failure of the portion sub- 
scribed byiheir congregations, has not been, 
in the average, better than iSOO a year would 
be if paid in cash, in regular instalments. But, 

2. The presen t pecuniary pressure has cur- 
tailed that portion of Missionary support 
derived from the people, from 10 to 40 per 
cent. Indeed, many declare that what they 
receive from the Society is almost their only 
dependence. 

3. The appropriations granted by the So- 
ciety within the last eight months, have been 
necessarily made on a reduced scale, avera<» 
gbig 15 per cent less than those of the previa 
ous year. 

4. Of this reduced appropriation, some of 
the Missionaries have been permitted to 
draw a part, and only a part ; while more 
than two hundred of them have been com* 
pelled to withhold their drafts endrely, be^ 
cause they could not be met by the Com* 
mittee. 

5. Consequently, many of the Missiona- 
ries have been subsisting, for. a period of 
from six to twelve months, on not more than 
halfthe average support of $300 per annum. 
And, considering the necessities of the com- 
ing Winter, they must suffer still greater pri- 
vations, unless the bounty of the churches 
come to their relief. 

The correspondence of the Committee fur- 
nishes many affecting proofs of the exertion 
and self-denial of the Missionaries in order 
to postpone their drafts on the Society. One, 
after stating that his wife had been much out 
of health, and that he had been Compelled 
to resort to teaching as a temporary resource, 
concludes his report as follows : 
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** I must now say that I am sorely dis- 
tressed for want of the amount due from 
your Society. I will not plead my neces- 
sities in order to press the Society to ac- 
commodate me sooner than they can con- 
sistently: for it would only cause you 
pain, ana I know you feel for your Mis- 
sionaries, and will relieve them as soon 
as possible. Yet I know not how to get 
along, coming, as I did, nearly nine hun- 
dred miles, and having furniture, provi- 
sions, and every thing to buy, and of course 
depending; on my missionary instalments. 
But I will trust in the Lord.'' 

Another, after waiting six months, writes : 

*^ I have kept back my orders, as I was 
well aware of the embarrassed suteof your 
Treasury. But such are my circumstances, 
that lean withhold them no longer; and I 
hope nothing will prevent their payment." 

Another whose appropriation is tlOO, urges 
his request for a remittance by saying, 

" My people are in very low circum- 
stances, as it respects this world's goods. 
My chief dependence is on your Society. 
Without your aid I should be absolutely 
compelled to leave my post. And I find it 
difficult to support my family, eight in 
number, on the small salary allowed me." 

JVhosQ hath this vorWs good^ €nd 
seeth his brother have need^ and shutteth wp 
his bowels of compassion from him, how 
dwetteth the love of God in him ? 

Whatsoever ye would that men shotdd 
do to yoUf do ye even so to them. 

Exc&pi in some very peculiar casM, where 
no considerable increase of expenditure was 
involved, the Committee have not iidt at li- 
berty, in the present state of things, to make 
new appointment*. They have been con- 
strained to say to feeble churches, "You 
Boiisk wait"— and to ministen desiring to go | 



to the destitute, "We cannot send you now, 
without doing injustice to those for whose 
support we are already pledged. We must 
first meet the claims of those now in the 
field." 

But, we ask, are the churches willing that 
the Society, even in the present season of 
embarrassment, should do no more than 
relieve the wants of its preeent Missionaries 1 
Must they postpone the sending of other 
laborers, who are ready to go to places 
which are anxious to receive them *t We hope 
not It will be a reproach to the churches, 
and bring barrenness upon them, if they let 
the missionary enterprise stand still. The 
great Adversary does not stand still. Infi- 
delity, death and ruin do not pause for a sin- 
gle day. Our obligations to Christ, and to 
the souls whom he has purchased with his 
blood, are not suspended. Meanwhile^ the pre- 
sent opportunity, so pecuhar and precious — 
this fast flying seed-time of our country's 
happiness — is passing away. May we, then, 
can we postpone our efforts, without being 
fhlse to our brethren, to our country, and to 
the cause of Christ? 

Very substantiai relief has been a^rded 
by those auxiliaries who have recently acted 
in this cause. Are there not others who 
have- fondfl on hand, or ean speedily collect 
them, firom whom we may expect remit- 
tances? Clergymen are requested not to 
wait for the call of an agent, but to present 
the daimsof the Society to their people, and 
to raise at least " one dollar a year firom each 
communicant," for the purpose of fiunishing 
the bread of Ufe to the starving within our 
borders. 

Office qfit^ A. R M. 8. 150 Nai»au-Hr$ett 
iVfttsYorik, iVov. 13,1837. 



CORRESPONDENCE OF THE A. H. M. S. 



HOME MISSIONS SHOULD BE PROSECUTED 
WITH INCREASED VIGOR. 

V 

Letter to the Corresponding Secretary of 
the A. H, M. S. 

Dear Sir--Ever since the commencement 
of the severe pressure on the pecuniary 
interests of the country, I have been an 
anxious spectator of the action of our be- 
nevolent societies. I have feared cpreatly 
that these organizations would be subjeeted 
to such emMrratsments that they would I 



sink into a kind of collapse; that they 
would, for the aakp of safety, so far with- 
draw themselves from the fields which they 
respectively cultivate, as actually to put 
back the work of evangelization to whiere 
it was many years smce. (1) I have 
had this fear especially in reference to the 
cause of Home Missions. There is so 
little romance in the work of preaching the 
gospel to our own countrymen, such an 
absence ofepirit-stirriag inadent and tragic 
detail in the adventures of your Misaioaa* 
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lied, and nothing but hard work and patient 
continuance therein, to characterize their 
correspondence, that I have feared the 
churches would suffer them to lack the 
needed aidj and thus cripple their efforts, 
and diminish their number. (2) 

It is therefore my object, in this brief 
communication, to offer my humble en- 
treaty to the officers of the A. H. M. S., 
that they would by no means slack their 
exertions, but urge home oh the conscience 
of the churches the duty and necessity of, 
at least, kfteping up the present Home Mis- 
sionary operations. And T will offer only 
one argument for this. The life and soul 
of all the religious activity of the present 
day is found in the regular mimstrtUioTis 
cf the sanctuary. Where a congregation 
Has the gospel regularly preached by a 
competent evangelical minister^ there is the 
spirit of Christian enterprise and liberality : 
and it is from the aggregate of such congre- 
gations in our laml that the resources of 
benevolent action are derived. The power 
of a stated ministry bearing on the mind 
of the people, gives form and action to all 
the moral machinery of the church. Sab- 
bath schools would not be formed, or, if 
formed, would languish and die; without 
the stimulus of a pastor's care and coun- 
aels. And so of other good works, par- 
ticularly the cause of temperance, which 
depends in a peculiar manner on the aid of 
public speakers. All these enterprises re- 
quire a living and permanent agency, such 
as a stated ministry alone can furnish. 
Indeed it is vital to all our schemes for 
spreading the gospel, that the ministry 
should be kept in constant and unencum- 
bered vigor throughout the land. And this 
is especially true of the new states and 
frontier regions, which it is the business of 
your Society to cultivate. (3) 

Now let us look ahead. Soon, we hopje, 
the present pecuniary embarrassment will 
have passed, and the way will be opened 
for Christian enterprise to go forth again in 
a thousand channels to bless the world. 
But if, during "the pressure,"' the churches 
be suffered to run down, — if the stated minis- 
try shall not have been maintained, — if the 
regular and healthful action of congrega- 
tions is allowed to cease, the return of an 
easier state of the money market will fail to 
be of that advantage to religion which 
might otherwise be expected. For the 
thousand churches which depend on Mis- 
sionary aid, will, in that case, be crippled 
and dispirited, if not many of them broken 
up and ruined. Therefore, by all means, 
let those churches have the full action of the 
ministry among them nmo^ that when bet- 
ter times shall come, they may be able and 
faave the spirit to engage in the work of 
the world's conversioo. I woukl sustain 



them well in this time of adversity, for the 
same reason that a wise general will not 
abandon his jaded and harrassed troops to 
neglect, starvation and sickness during the 
Winter; but will employ that season to 
recruit and strengthen them for the cam- 
paign of the coming Spring. Depend upon 
It, if the Home Missionary Society allow 
the feeble churches to decline now, such is 
the activity of every evil influence, that U 
wiU take Jive years to regain the ground 
which may be lost in one. I do, therefore, 
most fervently hope that you will redouble 
your energies, and that the churches of our 
land will afford you the needed supplies 
for doing more than you have ever at- 
tempted. (4) 

Yours truly, 
' A Friend to the Cause. 

REMAUKS. 

(1) This fear of our correspondent is justi- 
fied by the fact that not only the American 
Home Missionary Society has been obliged 
to diminish its operations, but also the Ame- 
rican Board for Foreign Missions have now 
at their disposal several Missionaries, ready 
to embark, whom tkey cannot send for want 
of Amds. Nor do they expect to send them 
until several months shall have elapsed. 
Besides, they have been obliged to issue or- 
ders for retrenchment at their stations, which 
must result in disbanding many schools, 
and suspending the operations of the press. 
The Seamen's Friend Society, also, has been 
obliged to recall several of its chaplains in 
foreign parts. The Tract and Bible Socio* 
ties, are hkewise compiled to restrict their 
operations in fields which they would gladly 
cultivate on a larger scale. 

(2) Why should this be so ? If the con- 
tributions of the churches are the result of 
principUj surely they will be as readily and 
freely called forth by the claims of souls 
who are perishing on the prairies of America 
as on the plains o£ Hindostan. Is it any 
greater reproach to us, to suffer Missions t« 
heathen lands to be embarrassed, than it is 
to allow ministers to be dismissed, and 
churches disbanded in our own country, for 
want of support 1 The latter is as actually 
taking place as the former; and yet sym- 
pathy for the Home Missionary seems to be 
comparatively feeble and inefficient. To 
heathen lands, we expect to have to send the 
gospel ; but at home, we seem to suppose it 
will spread as a matter of course, whether it 
be preached to the destitute or not. 
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(3) We hare abundant testimony on our 
files that it would have been exceedingly 
difficult to carry on either the Sabbath 
School enterprise, or the general supply of 
the Bible in the new sUtes without the liv- 
ing and permanent agency of Home Mis- 
sionaries. These men are looked to by 
every philanthropic association proposing to 
do good in the West, as indispensable auxili- 
aries. 

(4) Our correspondent may be assured, 
that this is the hope and the 'confident ex- 
pectation of the cpnductors of the Society. 
This cause is not the private concern of any 
human association; it is Grod's cause; he 
began it, has prospered it, and we believe its 
interests are safe in his hand. In promoting 
its interests, we may have temporary embar- 
rassments, and often be unable to stt how 
all that is desirable is to be done. But we 
feel none of that anxiety which is caused by 
doubt of ultimate success. ThaJk is secure, 
and aided by the prayers and alms of the 
churches, the Society will press forward from 
strength to strength, till it has done its work 
for the salvation of our country. 



CAST OUT THE BALLAST. 
The writer of the following letter is a 
much esteemed brother and Missionary of 
the American Board, who recently returned 
from the Sandwich Islands on account of 
enfeebled health. We commend the exam- 
ple of the church described, to the attention 
of congregations receiving Missionary aid ; 
and ask them seriously to weigh the question, 
whether their privileges are not purchased 
at the expense of aid withheld from some 
still feebler community, or from the poor 
heathen who have never heard of Christ. 

Dear Brother — A short time since, I at- 
tended the Windham county anniversaries 
of several benevolent societies held at Rock- 
ingham, Saxton's River Village, Vt. In 
that small village, not three years since, a 
church of about thirty members was orga> 
nized, which, by the olessing of Grod, has 
increased to sixty-five. Of this' number, 
only fourteen are males; three of whom 
reside out of town, and two are minors ; 
leaving only nine males residing in the 
place to act efficiently. They have built a 
new, convenient house, in modern style, 
and have settled over them the Rev. Nelson 
Barber. 

Last year, from the Vermont Domestic 



Missionary Society, the church received 
$150 towards Mr. B's su{^rt. At the 
commencement of the present year, they 
resolved to do all In their power to support 
their minister, and consequently a]^lied 
for only $100. As this was doing much 
better than the year before, the sum was 
cheerfully granted by the Domestic Mis- 
sionary SocietT. 

Mr. Barber nad expected to be one of the 
last reinforcement sent to the Sandwich 
Islands' Mission, but was providentially 
detained. His name was sent on to the 
Islands, with the others of the reinfi>roe- 
roent, by Dr. Anderson. As I was com- 
oelled by ill health to leave the Islands, and 
Mr. Barber was an okl acquaintance, I 
hoped to have the pleasure of meeting him 
on the way. 

One day, when we had been several 
weeks at sea, a sailor sung out " Sail ho ! 
off the lee beam." Instantly every eye was 
upon the look-out The Captain, with his 
spy-glass in hand, says. " She is a whaler, 
homeward bound." Of course Mr. Barber 
was not there. Some time after it was 
" Sail hoi" again, "off the windward 
bow." But the ship was a whaler, home- 
ward bound. Of course, it was not the 
Missionary ship, and Mr. Barber was not 
there. So on, till we arrived at Boston, 
when, to my disappointment, I found that 
Mr. B. had not gone, but had just been set- 
tled over a small church in Saxton's village. 
I related this story to that church, and re- 
quested them to remember that, every Sab- 
bath, while thev detained Mr. B. to preach 
the gospel to them, they took " the bread 
of life" from the lips of at least a thatLsand 
Sandwich Islanders^ and while they were 
fed, the heathen were left to starve and 
perish. I inquired also, since tliey enjoyed 
such a privilege, whether they could not 
support nim without calling upon Wind- 
ham county, and all the rest of the world, 
to help them. 

At the next church meeting, one mem- 
ber arose and remarked upon the rich 
blessings which those enjoyed vho had the 
gospel^ compared with the heathen; and 
was followea by others in the same strain. 
Soon he arose again, and^ proposed that 
they should request their minister to say to 
the Secretary of the Domestic Missionary 
Society, that they could not in conscience 
receive the $100 which had been granted 
them. As for himself, he said he could 
not, and would not receive it, but should 
raise his subscription as much as it would 
be necessary, provided the church furnish- 
ed the whole support. Another member 
arose and said, that he had been thinking of 
the same thing, and was willing to raise 
his subscription accordingly, and every 
member present expressed tnemselves rea- 
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dy and willing to do the same'. They had 
not the least previous concert, but a little 
reflection on their precious privileges above 
the heathen, made them S'lOO richer at once, 
and they raised the sum on the spot, as 
easily as I can turn my hand over. 

When those who go up into the air in 
balloons have risen to a certain height, and 
find they have not strength of s&s sufficient 
to carry them further up, they hegin to cast 
out- the ballast ; and they find by experi- 
ment, that they rise up higher and higher, 
just in proportion to every pound of ballast 
they cast out. The feeble church in Sax- 
ton^s village have cast out the ballast, and 
risen up at once to the glorious privilege of 
enjoying a preached gospel without charit- 
able assistance. 

I passed along there a few days since 
and round them united and happy, rejoicing 
in what they had done. They feel that 
they have lost nothing by casting out the 



ballast ; but have even become richer. 
They have become richer in this way. 
They prize temporal things less and spi* 
ritual things 7nore ; and you know that a 
thing is valuable according to the estimate 
which we put upon it. 

What this church has done will do them 
great ^ood. The spirit which has moved 
them IS of the Lord, from heaven, and will 
make all churches richer and happier who 
possess it This chureh will love the 
sanctuary better, and do more for all be- 
nevolent objects. They have greatly en- 
couraged their minister, and have set a 
good example for other feeble churches. 

Thinking that the above facts will en- 
courage you in the good work in which 
you are engaged, I have taken the liberty 
to forward them for your disposal. 
Your Brother in the Lord, 

EPHRAIM SPAULDING. 



REPORTS OF MISSIONARIES. 



WHO WILL HELPI 

Prom a Missicmary in the West. 

Permit me to say, that with others I de" 
plore the embarrassments of the Society? 
and feel their effects. With seven in fa- 
mily, in a part of the country where every 
thing is expensive, and no other resources 
but what I receive from the Missionary So- 
ciety, it would be strange if I were not sub- 
jected to considerable embarrassment, when 
aid from that source is suspended for a sea- 
son. I have ju«t been compelled to ask 

one of the elders of the church at , to 

advance $50, which must be paid there. I 
am also in debt at the stores for necessary 
articles of family use, to the amount of 
$100. Besides, I am out of money to lay 
in such articles as are now comparatively 
cheap, but which can be bought for cash 
only, and in a few months will be more 
than double what th^ now are. Still I 
will trust in God. His providence rules 
over all, and he never yet has forsaken 
them that trust in him. 

The above letter is from a Missionary who 
has labored diligently, in a field peculiarly 
trying, and to whom the Society are indebt- 
ed for the whole amount which he needs. 
It is a case which mn«< haverditf: but who 
WILL FUBNiSH THE MEANS 1 What individual 
servant of Christ — what family circle — what 
association of ladies or of young men— what | 
congregation will send gladness into the log- 1 



house of this faithful minister on the distant 
prairie! And thus, when he goes forth to his 
labors among the scattered cabins of his 
flock, he may go without the chilling 
thought, pressing like a mountain of ice 
upon his heart, that he leaves a suffering fa- 
mily behind him, to whom his return, though 
it may bring sympathy, can give no relief. 



THE GOOD WORK IN MISSOURI. 

The brethren in Missouri have pleaded 
long and loudly for help. How ' few and 
far between' they are, may be inferred from 
the distances mentioned below, at which 
they are comp^ed to bestow their labors, 
and the necessity they are under, in their 
visits to a neighborhood, of holding camp- 
meetings, in order to bring the means of 
grace to bear upon multitudes who, without 
such expedients, would not have them at all. 
When will self-denying men offer them- 
selves as laborers in that white harvest? 
When will the diurehes furnish the means 
to send them 7 

FVom Rev. John F, Cowan^ Potosij Mo. 

I have delayed writing one month longer 
than the regular time, that I might give 
you an account of our fall meetings. They 
are now principally over. In the Salem 
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church, which I Tiait once a month, "we 
have had a camp-meeting, which re»ulted 
in six hopeful conversions. Two persons 
united with the Church, and many deep im- 
pressions were made. 

At the meeting of our Presbytery, we 
bad about the same number of conversions 
as above. Impressions of a very powerful 
•character were also made on others. 

The next week after the Presbytery we 
(of the Saint Louis Presbytery) met at 
Bellevue, the place appointed for the meet- 
ing of the Missouri Synod. The upper 
Presbyteries failed of attending, and we 
had no Synod. We had, however, a camp- 
meeting, which lasted eleven days. The 
result was from thirty to forty hopeful con- 
versions. On© of the converts was lately 
a civil officer of high standing and influ- 
ence. Two gentlemen from Texas were 
also hopefully converted. Much good was 
done. 

Since the camp-meeting in Bellevue, we 
have had in Potosi, a two weeks' series of 
evening meetings. A very good impres- 
sion has been made. Two families of in- 
fluence have resolved to serve the Lord. 
The tangible good has not been as exten- 
sive as we had 'anticipated. I expect four 
men and their wives soon to unite with our 
Potosi church. The labor has not been in 
▼ain. One of the men above mentioned, I 
trust, the Lord has made me instrumental 
in rescuing from the doom of the drunkard. 

Since I last wrote, I have been to Apple- 
creek church, which is vacant, to admi- 
nister the Lord's Supper. This place is 
about eighty miles from Potosi. 

Thus I have given you an outline of the 
prominent features in the last four months. 
They have been months, I trust, not en- 
tirely spent in vain. Many souls have 
been hopefully converted, and what instru- 
mentality your unworthy Missionary has 
had in the good work, the day of judgment 
alone will determine. 



In connexion with the above, we give the 
following from one of the Ministers who 
labored in the meetings above referred to, 
and who is cowpdUd to Itavc tht Jleldfrom 
tpant qf support, 

FVom the Rev. L. H. Van Dortn^ Parm- 
ingionj Mo. 

Unworthy as I may be, still the Lord 
has owned, and in some degree crowned 
my labors with success. I try to remem- 
ber the fact, tha,t by the instrumentality of 
rams^ horns the impenetrable walls of Jeri- 
eho fell to the ground. Since my last report 



eight or ten have by profesaioii connected 
themselves with our Church ; many more — 
perhaps twenty — -have been seriously 
awakened, and have been led to solicit the 
prayers of the Church. 

These holy convocations, at least in this 
section of the country, always have proved 
occasions of special influence from the 
Holy Spirit. Nor is the blessing on the 
people only ; ministers, too, reap*rich spi* 
ritual fruit. I must reluctantly leave my 
connexion with the brethren; — truly can 
we sins, " Our souls by love together knit," 
&c. Often have we said, " How diflerent 
would our church appear, if she could only 
feel, as we have, that he who labors most 
and loves most, is to be most esteemed 1" 

Bible Effort, 

Our Bible Society in this place resolved 
to furnish every child, and young grown 
person, in the county of St. Francis, with 
a copy of the New Testament, gratuitously, 
and to offer for sale, or as a present to every 
family destitute of the Holy Scriptures, a 
copy of the Bible. This work, in a great 
degree, was assigned to me ; and I can say 
no duty ever anorded me more pleasure 
than tne execution of this. I delivered a 
sermon in each neighborhood, at which all 
were collected, both young and old, to 
receive the bread of life. Sometimes we 
failed to carry a supply for each, and then 
the disappointment-^of children especially 
— was exnibited by hearts too full for utter- 
ance, but we could only promise that the 
books would soon be sent tnem. 

Our monthly concert has been attended 
sometimes with pleasing interest ; the col- 
lections taken up in it, and by general 
collection since 1 last reported, have been 
something rising of $50 for Foreifi;n Mis- 
sions. Our temperance society has in- 
creased its numbers some thirty or forty ; 
yet many stand back — some are afraid of 
" signing away their liberty." Our Bible 
class is attended by some thirty or forty 
members ; some few do not recite. Among 
the class are to be found pupils from th^ 
child to the hoary-headed patriarch whose 
head is bleached with the frosts of three- 
score and ten winters. In one class we 
enrol children, parents and grand parents, 
all together searching the scriptures. Three 
of the class lately professed their faith in 
Christ. There have visited us lately agents 
from the Bible, Tract and Sabbath School 
Societies, all of whom have taken up collec- 
tions for their several institutions. These 
collections have been small, owing in a 
great degree to the scarcity of money, but 
chiefly to the fact, that many here who pro- 
fess to be ministers of the gospel, teach the 
people publicly and privately that these are 
all money-making schemes. 
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FACTS RC8P£(7nN0 INDIANA. 

Prom a Missionary Report we gather the 
following statistics respecting the ministers 
and churches in Indiana. 

There are in this State eighty-fire Pres- 
byterian and eleven Congregational minis- 
ters, of whom seventeen are teaehers, and 
eight others in secular business. There are 
one hundred and forty churches, of whom 
only eleven are at present able to sup- 
port ministers without aid. Thirty-four 
churches are without any preaching, and 
as many as fifby^ places where Mi8si#narie8 
ought to be stationed without delay. Twen- 
ty counties, or more, are without a Presby- 
terian or Congregational minister. 

Fifty-seven of the ministers in Indiana 
have at somcsperiod been aided by the 
American Home Missionary Society. Six- 
teen ministers have died in the State, and 
thirty-four, who once lived in it, are now in 
other fields of labor. 

Prom the above, it will be seen that more 
than ha{f of the ministers in Indiana have 
found the existence and kind aid of the 
American Home Missionary Society essen- 
tial to their reaching or continuing in that 
field. As it cannot be denied that these men 
have been at least as active and useful mi- 
nisters as any of their brethren, it is evident 
that a large portion of the good accompHshed 
in that field, since this Society commenced 
its labors, is owing, under Gtod, to its exist- 
^ce and operations. Is it, therefore, right 
and wise to say of such an organization, 
that it ought to "cease operations within the 
bounds of the Presbyterian Church?" Sup- 
pose a requirement to this effect could be 
made, which should also be retro- active in 
its bearings — that a resolution could be car- 
ried which would render the Society and all 
its doings " null and void from the begin- 
, ning," abolishing the ministry it has sus- 
tained, breaking up the churches it has form- 
ed, and sending the converts it has number- 
ed back again t« impenitence and sin— would 
such an act be wise and for edification? If 
not, on what principle that may hope to pass 
the scrutiny of the judgment day, may the 
Society now be commanded to cease jfrom 
the good it proposes and is going on td do, 
in future years, in behalf of the " thirty-four 
churches," and *' fifty places," and " twea- 
ty counties," mentioned above as destitute, 
in Indiana alone, and for the still ' wider 
wastes of otht r portions of our land! 



Frm. Rev. W. W. Woois^ PuinamviUe, 
. Indiaaia. 

You will rejoice to learn that the low 
state of religion mentioned in my last letter 
has passed away. Our church and the 
region round about have been revived;, 
twenty-five persons were received to the 
communion of the Church during the quar- 
ter ending September 15th; five of them on 
certificate. There are others who profess 
a hope, and will unite with the Church 
soon. If the opponents of the American 
Home Missionary Society could witness 
the convictions of some, and the fervent 
prayers of others, (who till lately knew 
nothing but sin,) brought about by the in- 
fluence of that Society — the only Society 
that can fully meet the wants of the feeble 
churches in this great valley — they would 
cease their hostility to a society so im- 
portant to the prosperity of Zion. 

A MINISTER WANTED FOR A LARGE FIELD, - 

There is around me a great field for mi- 
nisterial labor, and one that if cultivated 
promises a plentiful harvest. 

I have held and attended a " three" or 
" four days' meeting," including the Sab- 
bath, for the last ten weeks, and preached 
from two to three sermonsevery dayof the 
meetings, and some of the meetings I held 
alone, or with no other help than a ruling 
elder and lay members. 

I proposed to the three Churches in this 
county, to (unite in the support oi a Mis- 
sionary, in addition to what they are doing 
for the gospel at home, so that the destitute 
places around us may be supplied. 

After I described the field— gave its di- 
mensions forty miles square without % 
minister, densely populated- some incjuir- 
ing and none to guide them — the multitude 
thouffhtless, none to lift his warning voice, 
and tne Spirit of God evidently moving on ^ 
the minds of many— when these facts 
were stated, the leading men in the churches 
came forward, and said, in manly tones, 
" It is a great work — 'tis God's— 'tis ours. 
Go on — the money you shall have— pro- 
cure the minister." We want a minister, 
can you not direct us one 1 A holy man — 
a man whose bosom swells with love for 
God and man — a man whose life as well as 
tongue shall preacli the great truth, that 
'^without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord." At the same time we know there 
are fields of labor more inviting in some 
respects — less self-denial to be practised, 
and higher earthly rewards to be reaped. 
If you can do any thinff for us, we hope 
and believe you will ; the funds we raise 
for the Missionary, if we get one, we wish 
to be managed by your S<^iety. 
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OHIO. 

Since the foregoing articles were sent to 
the prees^ we have received the following ap- 
plication from a Church in the southern part 
of Ohio. Its testimony to the usefulness of 
the past, and the indispensableness of the 
continued labors of the American Home 
Missionary Society, is entirely coincident 
with the language of the facts stated in the 
preceding extracts. What would have been 
the condition of the region mentioned below, 
had not the prayers and alms of the eastern 
churches been offered in its behalf, and had 
no Home Missionary gone thither to seek 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel 7 

Do men gather grapes of thorns or figs of 
thiUUs 7 

We beg leave to state to the Society, that 
having, under its patronaj^e, enjoyed the la- 
bors of a minister among us during the 
past year, we have, as a church, been 
greatly strengthened and blest. Truly, the 
work of the Lord has prospered. About 
sixteen months aeo, some twenty-six or 
seven professed believers, seatterecf in vari- 
ous parts of this county, were constituted 
a church of Christ ; ancl during the year in 
which we have enjoyed the mmisterial la- 
bors of Mr. , the number has been in- 
creased to upwards of fifty; and, what is 
still greater cause of joy to us, most of the 
members give evidence that they are grow- 
ino" in grace. 

We regret, however, to be compelled to 
say, that we are unable to support a minis- 
ter the ensuing year, without the aid of the 
Society. We have heard of its embarrass- 
ments, and the censure pronounced upon it 
by the majority of the last General Assem- 
bly, and sorrow hath filled our hearts : 
for we feel perfectly assured, theU far all 
the gospel labor enjoyed by our denomina- 
tion in this, and four or five adjoining 
counties J for ten or twelve years past, we 
have been almost wholly indebted to the be- 
nevolent efforts of the American Home Mis- 
sionary Society, Many of our members 
have never, during the whole of that long 
period, heard a single sermon from a Pres- 
byterian minister, who had not been either 
first sent out, or was at the time supported, 
by your Society. If acquainted witn facts 
like these,ri) could it be Christian benevo- 
lence,' or love to God, that would seek 
the suppression of efforts like yours 1 Had 
this dark region of country been left to 
wait for such a policy to send us the bread 
of life, where would now have been the 
precious souls recently born into the king- 
dom of God's dear Son 1 We shall not 
cease to adore that mercy, which, through 



the instrumentality of ike American Home 
Missionary Society, has shed so m^ach pre- 
cious gospel light upon the dark corner 
where we dwell. 

REMARC. 

(1) "^acquainted with facts like these,'* 
But we do not suppose that the real frtcts 
were before the minds of the brethren who 
declared that the " organization and opera- 
tions of the American Home Missionary 
Society are exceedingly injurious to the 
peace and purity of the Presbyterian 
Church." It could not be that a just view 
of the principles and proceedings of this So- 
ciety ever would lead to such a conclusion. 
Those who acted in this matter, must hav e 
been ignorant of the deep indebtedness of 
the Presbyterian denomination to the So- 
ciety, for sustaining its ministers, planting 
and watering its churches, and in fact for its 
very existence in large regions where but 
for these labors, there would now have been 
no such ministers. Nor can the Society 
wish for a more efl^tual corrective of the 
injurious action of the Assembly, than to 
have the truth as to its spirit, princq)les and 
doings, thoroughly understood. 



FVom Rev, B. B. Judson, Buggies, O. 

This date closes the first year of my 
missionary labor, and also the first as a 
minister of the gospel. Our little Church, 
which is scatterol over a considerable part 
of two townships, has increased durinfi; the 
year from thirty-four in number to about 
fifty. Our congregation has considerably 
more than doubled m numbers. Nothwith- 
standing something has been done for 
Christ and his cause, yet it is nothing com- 
pared with what remains to be done. The 
moral desolations around ns, would be 
enough to make the heart sick, and cause 
the ambassador of Jesus Christ to sit down 
in despair, did he not feel that there is one 
able to deliver, and to overrule all this evil 
for good. There is no Presbyterian minis- 
ter within about twenty miles in any direc- - 
tion, and in the adjoining towns North,Ea8t, 
and West, there cure no churches organized. 
There cure some proiossors of rehgion of 
our order scattered in all these places, and 
some &f thm are so situated that they 
might be gathered into churches, had they 
any prospect of bdng supplied with the 
ministrations of the gospel. I labor among 
them as much as health and duties in my 
own parish will permit. 
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RESIGNATION OF TIlS CORRES- 
PONDING SECRETARY. 

OJice qftht Am. Home Miss, Soc., > 
150 Nassau-street, y 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee, 
en Monday, October 23d, 1837, Rev. Dr. 
Peters signified his purpose, with the acqui- 
escence of the Committee, of resigning the 
office of Corresponding Secretary of the 
Society. 

After an interchange of views, it was re- 
solved that a special meeting of the Com- 
mittee be held on Thursday, October 26th, 
for further deliberation in reference to this 
important measure. ' 

At the special meeting, after a full discus- 
sion, the Committee resolved to refer the pro- 
posed resignation, together with their own 
suggestions in relation to it, to Dr. Peters, 
requesting hira to give the subject a careful 
reconsideration, and to communicate his dc- 
icision at the next stated meeting. 

Stated Meeting, Nov. ISth.—The Rev. Dr. 
Peters presented the following papv, resign- 
ing his office as Corresponding Secretary. 
To the Executive Committee of the Anuvi- 
can Ham£ Missionary Society. 

Dear Brethren — At our last stated meet- 
ing I informed you, with the usual freedom 
.of our personal intercourse, that I had been 
led to contemplate a change in my present 
relations. The kindness with which that 
.communication was received, has assured 
me of your acquiescence in my decision, 
after having weighed the considerations 
which were ihen suggested. You will not 
be surprised, therefore, to learn that I have 
determined to resign my office as Corres- 
ponding Secretary of the American Home 
Missionary Society. 

It is witl\ much conflict of feeling that I 
have come to this decision, and the an- 
nouncement of It, I doubt not, if unexplain- 
ed, would be received by many with sur- 
frise, and by some, perhaps, with censure, 
^ermit me therefore to express very briefly 
ihe considerations which have induced it. 

To you, brethren, and to ray associates 
in the office, I need not say that my deci- 
sion has not been occasioned by any abate- 
ment of those uniform feelings of kindness 
and confidence which have ever prevailed 
between us. The warmest and most che- 
rished impulses of affection, aside from 
those which appertain to the circle of my 
own family, would bind me to my present 
relations both to yourselves and to the So- 
ciety. My li£e and labors, from the origin 

TOL. X. 



of this beloved Institution, have been inti* 
mately associated with its history. Wixh 
most of you, and with other venerated men 
" whose names are in the book of life," I 
was concerned in projecting its noble struc«' 
turc : and iherelation which I have sustain- 
ed to it, f(^r nearly twelve years, as one of 
the organs of its extended and useful .opera*- 
tions, I regard as the highest privilege of 
my Ufa. No considerations of minor im- 
portance co^ld induce me to reliquish it. 
A concurrence of providential indications, 
however, has bought me to this deterrai- 
nation. 

The prevailing reason of my reslgrn^ 
tion, at this time, is the state of my health. 
For the last two years I have experienced 
no Utile difficulty from an affection of the 
throat, which has led me to doubt whether 
I could long endure the amount of public 
speaking required in the agency of the So- 
uiety. This alone, however, had not been 
sufficient to control my purpose^ until I 
was recently solicited to take the editorial 
charJ:e of ttie *' Ameriam Biblical Reposi- 
tory^' a quarterly periodical of the charac- 
ter and importance of which you arc suffi- 
ciently intormed. This, I have judged, 
will afford rne a field of usefulness scarcely 
less than that which I have occupied with 
you. So favorable an opportunity of em- 
bracins: another depiurtment of labor, while 
my health, in most respects, remains unim- 
pairt^d, has of course, arrested my .atteAtion 
and claimed my serious consideration. 

I have the satisfaction also of believing 
that I leave the office in competent hands, 
who will ably and faithfully discharge its 
duties. My esteemed associates, *the Bev. 
Messrs. Badger and HaU^ are intimately 
acquainted with all the details of the So- 
cieiy's operations, and are fully competent 
to conduct its extended and various con- 
cerns, the latter having been connected witji 
the office nearly eleven, and the former two 
years. Both of these ^netlemen are exten- 
sively known, and enjoy, as they deserve, 
the entire confidence of the friends of the 
Society and of the Christian public. 

It is perhaps proper for me to say, in this 
connexion, that, as I expect to continue my 
residence in New- York, I may hope here- 
after to be serviceable to the Society by 
such counsel as it may be in ray power to 
render, as well as by the occasional labors 
which I shall he Happy to perform on its 
behalf. 

My motives in ihis change will proba- 
bly, by some, be misapprehended ; and the 
occasion which my resignation may fur- 
nish for new surmises of unfriendly bet- 
ing I regret. To anticipate and prevent, m 
far as possible, such results, I deem it my 
duty to state, that I do not ask arelea$e fjrow 

U 
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my office on the ground of any reluctance 
which I may have felt, lo^ endure the unge- 
nerous and unfounded imputations to w hich 
I have been ofien subjected in the perfonn- 
ance of its duties. These, in the present 
times of rumor and suspicion, 1 could 
hardly hope to avoid without retiring from 
every sphere of prominent and tfficieui use- 
fulness. They appear to me to iiave been 
occasioned rather by the greatness and pro- 
minence of the excellent objects wiih which 
my name has been associated, than by any 
personal worthiness of such distinction. J 
nave therefore not been careful to answer 
Uiem. 

Nor has my decision been influenced I y 
the slightest misgiving in regard to the 
prospects of the Society. 1 am too familiar 
with the simplicity and puri:y of its object, 
and with the indications of the Divine rro- 
Yidence concerning ii, to doubt of its con- 
tinued enlargement and increasing useful- 
ness. Its single aim is the spread of the 
gospel without regard to those minor and 
unessential dilVerences, which unhajipily 
divide the body of the faiihtul. It is to 
plant and maintain, with the blessing of 
Gk)d, the institutions of Christianity in the 
length and the breadth of this immense 
country. On this position its friends and 
supporters hare taken their stand, and with 
this object in view, thousands of hearts 
have been enlisted in the work with fervent 
prayers for its prosperity. 

This Society, it is true, was not the first 
born among the daughters of charity which 
have come forth with their gifts and their 

g*aces, to bless the Americari people. The 
ible Society, the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, the 
Education Society, the Sunday School 
Union, and Tract iJociety, all preceded this 
in their enlarged organizMions, but it is by 
no means the least among this noble sister- 
hood of benevolent institutions. In the ex- 
tent and importance of its usefulness, con- 
trasted with the brief period of its opera- 
tions, and the comparatively small amount 
of means expended in its support, it is se- 
cond to no one of them. Whatever defects 
there may have been in our administration 
of its affairs, it has received the blessing of 
Ghxi, and the amount of good accomplished 
by its agency has much exceeded the hopes 
of its founders. 

The field, also, of the Society has con- 
stantly increased, with the increase of its 
operations; and the indispensablenessof its 
continuance, as well as the prospect of its 
still more extended usefulness, almost with- 
out limit, was never so apparent as at the 
present time. The existing mercantile em- 
oarrassments of the country, it is true, have 
caused many to tremble for this and other 
benevolent societies ; and it is painful to 
contemplate the deprivations of many of 



I our Missionaries and their families, while 
we J oasess but partial means for their 

'relief There is reason to believe, bow- 
ever, that even this occasion of trembling 
will work a deeper sympathy in the hearts 
of the friends of Home Missions, which 
will abound to the riches of their liberality, 

' and uli innately increase the resources cf 
the Society. Great and lamented obstacles 
have also been thrown in its way, but all 
the lessons cf our experience have taught 
us with how much regret, for the sake of the 
general interests of religion, and at the 
same time, with how little fear, in respect 
to their ultimate effect upon the Society, w« 
ought to regard them. Notwithstanding 
these obstacles, the Society has moved on 
with a constantly accumulating efficiency. 
The questions and suspicions which have 
been lai.sed to diminish the sphere of its 
action, haveiu n^ost cases produced the op- 
posite effect. They have led to discussions 
and explanations which have produced in 
the public mind a more thorough perception 
of the evangelical character and great use- 
fulness of the Society, than could have been 
otherwise attained ; and while some, in 
the proe^ress of these discussions, have 

, pledged themselves to other forms of bene- 
volent effort, niary more have becf mecon- 

. vinced of Uie immense advantages to be 
derived to the cause of jure religion, as 

j well as of civil liberty, from the influencs 
and operations of voluntary societies for 
purposes of benevolence. The friends of 
this Society have thus become confirmed in 
an intelligent and warm hearted f reference 
of this plan and tendency over those of sec- 
tarian organizations. 

I regani it, therefore, as settled, that the 

i American Home Missionary Society must 

' and will be sustained. Too much lias al- 

i ready been done in the prosecution of its 
plans to allow its friends to desist from 
their noble purpose. They have thorough- 
ly examined their position. They have 
deeply considered iheir relations to the 

! Church, to the whole of Christendom, and 

' to the world ; and in the name of the Lord, 

I have set up their banner on high. It waves 
over a free people, a chosen generation, and 
God helping them, they will carry forward 
their work of love to the utmost verge of its 
allotted sphere. 

Such are the cheerful and confident anti- 
cipations with which I resign the office 
which, by your indulgence and that of the 
Society, 1 have so long been permitted to 
hold. 

As the object for which I have been 
brought to this decision, at this time, will 
also require me to withdraw immediately 
from most of the duties of the office, I have 

judged it proper to tender my resignation 
to you, and, through you, to the Society. 
Accept, dear brethren, my cordial thanks 
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for the uniform kindness and forbearance 
with which you have regarded my unwor- 
thy eflforts to serve you in the labors and 
trials of the Missionary work. My warm- 
est sympathies will ever be with you, and 
my fervent prayers, I trust, will not cease 
to be offered for th« blessing of God upon 
the great and good cause, which it will still 



various other important enterprises for the 
intellectual and moral welfare of this land. 

The occasion presented by the resignatioa 
of Dr. Peters, is embraced to state, further, 
the entire conviction of the Committee as to 
the singleness of motive, and the fidelity 
and directness of effort, with which he has 



i^o ~r" '"'*'*''°'' '" °"'" ''^'"'°"'' I conducted the opera.ions of the Society for 



With great respect and unfeigned affec- 
tion, I remain yours, in the bonds of the 
Gospel, 

ABSALOM PETERS. 
New-York, Nov. 13, 1837. 

In communicating the foregoing to the 
public, the Executive Committee would not 
do justice to their own feelings, did they not 
express their regret for the circumstances 
which, in the view of the late Corresponding 
Secretary, have rendered it his duty to re- 
sign. The recollection of the past history of 
this beloved Society, with whose operations 
and growth-Dr. Peters has been so intimate- 
ly associated, and whose present usefulness 
he has so much contributed to produce, will 
not allow the relation to be sundered with- 
out exciting strong emotions. When his 
connexion with this cause commenced, the 
Missionary feeling, in reference to our ovyn 
country, was comparatively feeble, and the 
several organizations for Domestic missions 
were diverse in plan, and without union of 
effort. With the divine blessing upon his 
labors, a national Home Missionary Society 
has grown up, which has had the effect to 
harmonize the principles and combine the 
action of a largo portion of the American 
Church, and greatly to diffuse a pious con- 
cern for the salvation of our country. The 
spirit thus excited and cherished, has result- 
ed, not only in a greater degree of success to 
the Home Missionary cause than was anti- 
cipated by the most sanguine, but also in 



the attainment of its legitimate objects. The 
imputation, from some sources, that he has 
perverted the patronage of this institution fo 
the promotion of personal ends, and to influ- 
ence the action of ecclesiastical bodies, i» 
wholly destitute of a just foundation. It is 
due to thepselves to add, that such an abuse 
of the influence connected with the office, 
could not have been made without suspicion, 
nor suspected without resistance on the part 
of this Committee. This vindication would 
not now be offered, were it not possible that 
the retirement of Dr. Peters might be used 
as the occasion for renewing the groundless 
aspersions alluded to ; and which neither he 
nor the Committee have hitherto thought it 
worth while publicly to contradict. 

In conclusion, the Committee affection- 
ately commend their brother to the bl^Ssiiig 
of God,— praying that, in the department of 
well ^omg which he has selected, his labors 
may continue to be as useful as ihey have 
been in connexion with this Society. 

By order of the Executive Committee qf 
the A. H. M. S. 

WM. M. HALSTED, Ru. Sec, 



NOTICE. 
Communications for the A. H. M. S., 
Applications of Churches, Reports of Mis- 
sionaries, and Missionaries' drafts, may 
be addressed to either of the Secretaries, 
Rev. Milton Badger or Rev. Charles 
Hall, 150 Nassau-street, New-Yorfc. 
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Rev. Win. MoKillichao, Indian Landd, L. C. 
Rev. J. Bf. blUid, Grass Lake, Mich. 
Rev. Daniel Jones, Turkey Creek, Ind. 
Rev.B. Woodbury, Plain Townahip, O. 



Rov. N. B. Dodge, LitUe Osage, Mo. 

Not in Commission lastjfeml^. 
Rev, Asahel Olif, Ossiiin, N. Y. 
Rev. Alansoii Seoficld, West Fay«tt«r, N. T. 
Rev. George Hall, Norfield, Conn. ' 
Rev. Jenkin Jeubius, Welch Ch., Cliilbrd, P*., I 

vici'jity. 
Rev. Wm. J. Bradford, Greenfield Ch., Idtf: 
Rev. S. W. Burritt, Franklin Mills, a 
Rev. T. Lee, Bannolt's Coroera, (X 
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NIAGARA. 

It was a bright morning in June 
when we joined a party of friends on 
an excursion to the falls of Niagara. 
Leaving Bu^alo in a beautiful little 
steamer, we darted rapidly down the 
broad bosom of the river which gives 
its name to the cataract. Dull indeed 
must be the sensibilities of the man 
who can make that excursion without 
emotions allied to the sublime, while 
he looks abroad over the waters that 
so silently but powerfully bear him 
along, and remembers that they have 
the triple distinction of forming the 
separating boundary of two of the 
most powerful and important nations ; 
that they drain their accumulated tide 
from 15(T,000 square miles of the 
freest land, forming the estuary of the 
largest coflections of fresh water in 
the world ; and then of pouring them 
down the sublimest cataract, the aw- 
ful, the mysterious, the unequalled 
Niagara. 

As we approached the termination 
of our rapid voyage, it was easy to see 
how the interest of all hearts gradually 
converged towards the central attrac- 
tion. The beauty of the landscape 
and the music of the band ceased to 
gain Mtention or to excite remark. All 
eyes were directed forwards to catch 
a glance of something which might 
indicate the presence of the falls, and 
every ear was attent to hear its solemn 
-roar. As yet, all was bright — all was 
still. Who could dream that the wa- 
ters which steal so unsuspectingly 
along, seeming to sleep as they go, 
are so soon to be dashed and torn 
amid a thousand crags, and then 
plunged in the unseen depths below ? 
jSut now a moaning rose on the ear. 



I Far ahead, on the breast of the river, 
a fleecy spray was seen to rise, as if 
tossed up by some power beneath. 
Soon the moaning increased; it sound- 
ed like the long-drawn death-groan 
of some dying monster. Presently it 
swelled into a roar, and we knew it 
was the voice of the falls. The 
wreath of spray also increased to a 
cloud* It rolled and tossed in huge 
round and billowy masses, seeming 
like smoke ejected from the throats of 
a thousand cannons at the same mo- 

j ment. 

A portion of our company were 
landed on the right bank of the river, 
there to be carried a mile or two to 

i the village situated on the American 

' side. After this, the vessel crossed 
obliqv;iely past the head of the rapids 
to the village of Chippewa, on the 
left or Canada side. No one can 
make this passage without apprehen- 
sion. On the left, looking up the 
river, the waters are as smooth as 
glass. An invisible power draws the 
particles onward so swiftly that none 
may rise above the general level, and 
every ripple is instantly obliterated. 
But on the right, toward the roaring 
sulph, the agitation is immense. The 
frightened waters spread themselves 

, abroad on either hand, and leap be- 
hind every shoal and islet, as if to 
escape from the coming doom. But 
all in vain. Down they must go, over 
crag and steep — over ledge after ledge, 
till coming to the brink, and gathering 
their vexed billows for the plunge, 
they seem to pause for a moment, and 
then leap at once into depths which 
no eye can see nor line can fathom. 
Across the suction of this hurrying 
tide lay our vessel's course. If thea 
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the wheel-rope had broken, or the 
machinery had failed, no earthly power 
could have saved us, but we must 
have been whelmed in inevitable de- 
struction. 

It is not my purpose to add another 
to the many descriptions of Niagara 
itself, which have been already given 
to the world. It cannot be described 
so as to convey a just impression of 
the reality : for this, it must be seefi. It 
is rather my wish to give some of the 
thoughts that crowded upon my soul 
during the brief voyage above de- 
scribed. 

That far-famed river is the emblem 
of the tide on which mortals are con- 
stantly passing into eternity. Across 
this mighty stream a fearful chasm 
extends, into which all who approach 
it must plunge ; and from whose aw- 
ful depths none return. 

The whole population of the world 
is estimated at more than 800 millions, 
and these are supposed to pass out of 
life, and to give place to an equal 
number of their successors, at least 
twice in a century. If this be a cor- 
rect estimate, then there are more than 
fifteen millions that die every year--a 
number equal to the whole population 
of the United Stales. This, when sub- 
divided, will give, in round numbers, 
a million ana a quarter each month, 
forty thousand each day, one thousand 
and eight hundred each hour, every 
minute thirty, and, of course, one in 
every two seconds. What a tide of 
souls setting into the ocean of eternity ! ' 

Now let us suppose these embarked 
in vessels on the bosom of the Niagara ^ 
river. They would freight so great a 
number of ooats, that every ten mi- 
nutes one boat with three hundred; 
souls on board would pass any given 
point. Let us suppose them unap-! 
prised of the nature of the navigation — ; 
that with the bright skies over them, ' 
and the emerald wave beneath, with 
glancing banners and joyful music, I 
they are borne onward toward the, 
falls by the combined force of the 
machinery and the current. They' 
glide over the smooth stream ; mile 
after mile flits by without notice, and 
we see them rushing, unconscious of 
danger, into the very jaws of destruc- 1 
tion. They shoot like an arrow pastj 



us ; and our feeble voice of warning 
is borne on the breeze unheard or un- 
heeded. Soon, however the crew per- 
ceive that an unaccountable agency is 
at work. The vessel obeys not her 
helm, an invisible power has wrested 
her from mortal control, and she is 
drawn swiftly to her doom. And now 
the alarm spreads. The startled pas- 
sengers rush to the bulwarks only to 
see the coming death before it swal- 
lows them up. The boat leaps from 
the topmost shelf of waters, and is 
hidden from our eyes. Again we see 
her springing over the breakers. She 
shoots past the green islets whose 
overhanging trees seem to stretch out 
their branches tauntingly towards the 
fated victims. Down, down they go — 
swifter and swifter — whirling onward 
to Jhe brink. For an instant, they 
emerge from the foam upon the green 
ridge of the river, and then, one loud 
shriek, and ibey sink with that uni- 
verse of roaring waters into the gulph 
below. 

But hark ! What sonnd was that ? 
Another boat comes, freighted with as 
large a number of passengers, equally 
gay and thoughtless. Our hearts, 
overwhelmed with the catastrophe we 
have just beheld, are shocked, even 
to agony, to see another company 
of three hundred ^oing unawares 
to the same destruction. But while 
we shudder, they rush by, and shoot 
from the cliff of waters into the ob- 
scure abyss. And ere the thrill of 
horror has had time to pass from our 
nerves, we look up and see another, 
and beyond it, in the distance, still 
another such boat, crowding onward 
towards the rapids. Soon we learn 
that the whole river, for miles above 
us — yes, that even the broad expanse 
of Lake Erie, stretching away for 
three hundred miles, and all the com- 
municating waters beyond, are covered 
with various species of craft, and each 
bearing its cargo of three hundred 
souls toyvards the falls. On they come, 
fearless of danger, nearer and swifter! 
and every ten minutes, three hundred 
plunge over the fatal cataract. 

Death is the Niagara 6f eternity. 
From every clime it gathers its mil- 
lions and bears them to the awful 
brink, and then casts them into the 
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viewless gulf. Every two seconds, 
at least one soul drops from the verge 
of time, and returns no more. Every 
minute there are thirty who make the 
plunge ; every ten minutes, three hun- 
dred ; every day, forty thousand ; 
every month a million and a quarter ; 
every year fifteen millions ! 

Let us revert again to our station 
by the river's side, and gaze on the 
boats as they come down the stream. 
Could we stand and look idly on that 
waste of human life without uttering 
some note of warning? Methiuks we 
should raise the cry of alarm and pour 
out our whole souls in the effort ; we 
should hasten along the bank, and 
erect beacons, and make signals, that 
by all means we might warn them of 
their danger. Nay more, couriers 
would be despatched to the towns 
above; Buffalo, Cleaveland, Detroit, 
and other places would be called 
on to send out cruisers to spread the 
alarm, and admonish the floating mil- 
lions that they come not into that pe- 
rilous stream. 

And shall not the generations that 
are drifting into the dark gulf of eter- 
nity be warned t Christian, you know 
the danger which lies ahead. You 
have seen the thoughtless thousands 
float along the deceitful tide, then 
pass into the breakers, and then sink 
to remediless wo! You see others fol- 
lowing ; the stream of time is crowd- 
ed with their gallant barques. The 
gladness which they feel you know to 
be delusion ; the course they steer 
you know to be destruction. And 
yet, have you warned them ? What 
cry of horror bursts from your lips, 
what agonizing effort do you put forth 
to deter them from their fate ? 

Suppose again, that the inhabitants 
on the banks of this teeming river 
should refuse to take measures for the 
safety of the deluded voyagers. Ima- 
gine them to say, " Why should we 
be particularly forward? What are 
those men to us more than to others ? 
We are busy in our own affairs. We 
should regret, indeed, if they were 
lost ; but still we hope they will, in 
$ome way, hear of the danger before 
it be too latQ." Inhuman barbarians ! 
Can equal cruelty be found on earth 



beside ? Fly from such men ; there is 
no flesh in their unfeeling hearts ! 

But ah, why fly we not ourselves ! 
We are the men — we the guilty ne- 
glecters of a perishing world. The 
groaning gulf of ruin has yawned for 
thousands of years, and still is yawn- 
ing, to receive the unwarned and un- 
suspecting myriads of men who plunge 
successively into its unsated depths. 
Yes — while we speak it, another is 
gone — another — and another stilL- 
Every hour of every day ingulfs its 
thousands! Up — strive — cry aloud ! 
Whatever we do, let us do it quickly. 



GLEANINGS PROM THE XVIL CENTtJRT. 

In a previous number of these glean- 
ings, 1 have spoken of John Welch, 
minister of Air. In addition to those 
notices, we learn from Rutherford, 
that of every twenty-four hours Welch 
usually gave eight to prayer, and that 
he spent many nights in prayer to God 
for the church and for the suffering 
Protestants abroad. Speaking of the 
prospect of death, he says, in a letter 
to a friend, " What is. there in this old 
worn earth, which is groaning under 
the bondage of corruption, that should 
make me desire to remain here? I 
expect that new heavens and new earth 
wherein dwelleth righteousness, in 
which I shall rest for evermore. I 
know that Jesus hath prepared them 
for me. Why may I not, then, with 
boldness in his blood, step into that 
glory where my Head and Lord hath 
gone before me ? O, thou fairest 
among the children of men ; the joy 
of angels and saints, my soul panteth 
to be with thee ; I refuse not to 
die with thee, that I may live with 
thee ; I refuse not to suffer with thee, 
that I may rejoice with thee. O, 
when shall I be filled with his love ? 
Welcome that scaffold, that axe, or 
that cord, that might be the last step 
of this wearisome journey, to go to 
thee, my Lord." 

In his last illness he had great 
weakness in his knees, caused by his 
continual kneeling in prayer; the flesh 
thereof became insensible, and hard 
like a sort of horn ; but when, in his 
weakness, he was desired to remit 
some of his former diligence, his an- 
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swer was, he had his life from God, 
and therefore it should be spent for 
him. During his sickness, he was so 
filled with the sensible enjoyment of 
God, tliat be was sometimes overheard 
to say, in prayer, these words : " Lord, 
hold thy hand, it is enough ; thy 
servant is a clay-vessel, and can hold 
no more." 

Williston gives an account of an 
eminently godly man, Mr. G. M., 
whose raptures were so extraordinary 
before his death, thai his strength 
could not support them, though he was 
at that time laboring under no sick- 
ness. His natural color, warmth, and 
strength would so depart, that all about 
him would conclude him dying. But 
when he was able to utter words, they 
were of so heavenly and ravishing 
a character, that by-standers could 
not hear him without weeping. Some- 
times ministers when they came to 
visit him and found him in this state, 
were forced to turn their prayers into 
praises, except it were petitions that 
God would not sufier this new wine 
to destroy the old bottles — his exces- 
sive joys to consume the mortal clay. 
Sometimes he would cry outm abrupt 
expressions, "O angels, help me to 
praise him ! O saints, admire his love, 
wonder and adore him !" Again, " O 
flames of love ! My soul seeth Christ ! 
The heavens open — I see a throne, 
and the Lamb in the midst thereof ! 
O what think ye of Christ ? My soul 
breathes, breathes towards him ! My 
spirit is exhaled out of me by the 
manifestations of God ?" 
Joseph Alleine, a most laborious mi- 
nister, being deprived of the use of his 
arms and legs before his death, was 
asked by a friend how he could be so 
well contented to lie so long in that 
condition? He answered, "What! 
is God my father, Christ my saviour, 
and the Holy Spirit my sanctifier and 
comforter, and shall I not be content 
without limbs and health ? He is an 
unreasonable wretch that cannot be 
content with God, though he have 
nothing else. It is a shame for a be- 
liever to be cast down under afflic- 
tions, that has so many privileges — 
justification, adoption, sanctitication 
and eternal glory. We shall be 
Bs the angels of God in a little 
while ; nay, to say the truth, be- 



lievers are, as it were, already angels in 
miniature, if they live in the power of 
I faith. O, my friends, live like be- 
lievers. Trample this dirty world 
under your feet: be not taken with 
its comforts, nor cast down* by its 
crosses: you will be gone out of it 
shortly." 

A SELF-DETECTED HEARER. 

Some years since, a theological stu- 
dent was in the habit of holding meet- 
ings on Sabbath afternoons in a retired 
neighborhood, where there was a con- 
siderable population who did not often 
enjoy the regular ministrations of the 
house of God. The subject selected 
by him, on one occasion, was the duty 
of keeping the Sabbath holy to the 
Lord. In the course of his remarks, 
he related, in a familiar manner, the 
various ways in which the day is 
I violated, particularly amon^ laboring 
'people, and families residing apart 
' from towns and other places of public 
resort. Among his audience was a 
lady connected with one of the prin- 
cipal families in that neighborhood. 
She regarded the discourse as aimed 
wholly at her family. Although the 
speaker knew nothing of the internal 
regulations of thai house, or the habits 
I of its inmates, this woman maintaiLcd 
that he must have been minutely in- 
formed of the whole, and had pur- 
posely exposed them to the neighbor- 
hood in his address. She left the 
house abruptly, before the close of the 
services, in a state of high excitement, 
and threatening revenge. 

The student was accustomed to 
spend the night, after his meeting, in 
the neighborhood, and leave early on 
the following morning for his resi- 
dence. On this occasion, when he 
rose before the sun, to return home, 
he suddenly conceived the purpose of 
taking a straight course through the 
woods, instead of pursuing the usual 
route by the highway. Some months 
afterwards he was informed that on 
that very morning, the negro servants 
of the woman above mentioned, had 
been stationed on the road for the 

Eurpose of intercepting and beating 
im for his faithfulness ; and of course 
that he had escaped only by the pro- 
vidential change in the route which 
he pursued. 
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How shall they PtsAOH except they be senti . . . Rom. z. 16. 



T»l. X. 
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lVo.1l. 



A STATED MINISTRY ESSENTIAL TO AMERICAN PROSPERITY. 



Thb celebrated author of the " Spirit of 
Laws" has asserted, that " where there are 
no priests the people are barbarians.'* If 
•this were true of the nations of antiquity, 
and the science and refinement of Greece 
and Rome were founded on and derived from 
their mythology, how much more true is it 
in these later days. Cast our eyes where we 
may over the map of the old world or the 
new, and we find that the lands which are 
most exalted by intellectual cultivation, re- 
ceived the primary impulses of their career 
from the ministers of religion ; and for this 
good reason, that a considerable degree of 
intellectual improvement is needed for the 
best success of religion. 

But mere mental culture is but a poor ad- 
vance upon barbarism, if unattended by the 
development of the moral nature of man. 
And we may refine upon the sentiment of 
the philosopher cited above, and affirm with 
confidence, that where there are no ministers 
of the gospel the people are destitute of 
good morals. It is true, the necessities of 
society may compel men to the adoption of 
something like morality. Even an associa- 
tion of robbers must have its rules of adjust- 
ing their mutual differences, and of dividing 
the common spoils ; but these are not mo- 
rality. In like manner, where the gospel 
does not obtain sway, the rules of inter- 
course which are dignified with the name of 
justice, are only concessions which human 
selfishness makes to the community, for the 
sake of some equivalent in return. And it 
is only where the moral sense is constantly 
addressed by the messenger of Heaven, and 
the discriminations of God's law are held up 
to its view, and the various sanctions afford- 
VOL. X. 



ed by revelation are brought in confirmation 
of its demands, that morality is based on 
principle, and may be expected) not to fol- 
low, but to control the popular opinion. 

But a nation needs something more than 
even a high standard of public morals. Each 
generation is as really on probation for hea- 
ven or hell, and is as distinctly interested in 
the question of eternal life or death, as if it 
were the only generation that had existed, 
or ever would exist. Besides, it impresses 
its own character on its successors, and 
originates causes which will not end their 
action till the close of time. Some powerful 
and available means must then bo found to 
accomplish, if possible, the conversion of 
men from sin to piety, and secure for them 
an inheritance on high. 

Now what instrumentality is there, which 
can do all this, but the gospel ministry 1 
Where, among the thousand experiments 
which human wisdom and human folly have 
tried, is there one which at once provides for 
the cuUiviiHon of the intellect, produces a mc* 
ra2% based, not on expediency, hutprinciple, 
and prepares men for an wnchanging state, 
'^ where he that ifi unjust shall be ui\ju8t 
still," and "he that is righteous shall be 
righteous BtilH" 

It has been said, that " all great concep- 
tions are simple." And what can be sim- 
pler than the idea of the Christian ministry 7 
Indeed, it was this whish drew down upon 
it the contempt of philosophy, and caused 
it to be denominated " the foolishness of 
preaching." Christ has given to this plan 
of securing the best interests of man^ the 
sanction of his infinitely sagacious mind : 
for he esublished the ministry of reooncilia- 
18 
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cion. We might, therefore, anterior to all 
experiment, conclude, thai for his chosen 
means thert is no substitute. And this con- 
clusion in justified by the result in all ages 
and countries, and in nono more than onr 
own. There are no labor-saving contri- 
vances for doing good, that may supersede 
the necessity of a converted heart and a 
cultivated mind, united in the same indi- 
vidual, and consecrated exclusively to the 
moral welfare of men. Even the press, that 
.nio^ern "gift of tongues," cannot do it. 
The various methods which the spirit of 
wen-<loing has invented in the form of bibli- 
cal instruction, tract distribution, and sab- 
bath schools, under the conduct of pious 
laymen, are valuable as auxiliaries, but not 
adequate as substitutes for the labors of the 
living ministry. Like candles at midnight, 
they diffuse a partial and temporary radi- 
ance, but cannot compensate for the absence 
of that sun, which God himself hath set in the J 
heavens to give light to men. 

And now it is a serious question for Ame- 
rican Christians and patriots to decide, whe- 
ther this salutary, this indispensable moral 
engine, shall be retained or abandonedl A 
large share of the ministry of this country is 
not receiving a support suflficient to separate 
its thoughts and cares from worldly con- 
cerns. Were it not for Missionary Societies 
many would be obliged to forsake the altars 
wherj they minister, and give their conse- 
crated strength to secular employments, for 
the sake of bread. And it seems as if a good 
^Providence had raised up these institutions 
in .season for the present crisis, and thrown 



them "into the breach'' to prevent the other- 
wise inevitable turning away of no tmall 
number of the clergy from their chosen 
work. And it is well worth while for the 
philanthropist to conaider what would be 
the consequence of audi an event Compel 
men to leave the Exercise of the profession, 
and others will be deterred from entering it ; 
and thus there will eventually be a failure in 
the supply. Those who are driven from the 
ministry will be found in the strife and toil 
of political or commercial life. Thus the 
sanctity of the sacerdotal character will be 
impaired, and even those who remain in the 
discharge of its duties will be shorn of much 
of their influence on the public conscience. 
These, and many other disastrous results, 
would follow from the simple suspension «f 
that aid which Home Missions now afl^brd to 
so large a portion of the minjsters of the 
land. 

Let American patriots remember, then, 
that the call to support Home Missionary 
efforts, is not simply an appeal to their sym- 
pathy in behalf of a few destitute congrega- 
tions, or necessitous ministers, considered as 
so many individual objects of charity ; but it 
has larger bearings upon our national wel- 
fare — bearings which should be contemplated 
in the light of a true political economy. 
The present is a crisis on this subject. If the 
Missionary Societies are upheld, they can de 
much to sustain the ministry ; and if the 
stated ministry be sustained in its life anil 
power, under the blessing of God, the grei^i 
interests of our nation are safe. 



AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 



MASSACHUSETTS MISSIONARV 
SOCIETY. 

The thirty-eighth Anniversary of this So- 
ciety was held in Park-street Church, Bos- 
ton, May 30th, 1837. 

The Annual Report was read by the Se- 
cretary of the Society, 'Rev. E. S. Storrs, 
D. 0. ; and the meeting was addressed by 
Rev. Mr. Clark, of Sturbridge ; Rev. Mr. 
Sandford, of Dorchester; Rev. Messrs. 
Dwight and Winslow, of Boston, and Rev. 



Mr. Badger, Secretary of the Americas 
Home Missionary Society. 
We give the following extracts from the 

REPORT. 

Il£VIVAI^ 

Among the seventy chwehes assisted 
the past year, fourteen have been favored 
with tokens of God's special presence. A 
few of them have enioyed seasons of re- 
freshing, that have added considerably to 
their nnmeriGal and spiritual strength ; and 
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others have received accessioils which have* 
cheered the hearts of the saints. There are 
iew indeed, that have iieen left quite Hke the 
mountains of Gilboa. 

THE DEPLNDENCE OF TUB FEEBLE. 

It is enough to say, that th^ feeble have 
shared at least equally with the strong, in 
spiritual privileges and blessings. Not so 
much as this could have been said, but for 
your interposition in their favor. Unas- 
8lst«] in the support of the gospel, they had 
been denied the labors of the ministry, their 
own resources had not been drawn forth, 
their prayers and thanksgivine;s had been 
but feebly uttered,. if not altogether forborne, 
their faith and love had languished, their 
hopes and consolations had yielded to ap- 
prehension or despair, and they had still sat 
upon the ground clothed in sackcloth. But 
now, they rejoice over some hundreds con- 
verted, over other hundreds restrained from 
vice, and protected from the sleiffht of men 
and cunning craftiness, and standing where 
the Spirit of God may reach them, and 
where the love of Jesus may meet, and melt 
their hearts. 

SPIRfT OF BENEFICENCE. 

On this subject, the statements of your 
Missionaries vary not materially from those 
of former years. Nursed themselves in the 
lap of charity, it is reasonable to expect 
that our feeble churches should be forward 
to sustain the general cause of benevolence. 
Of some of tlSm, Jesas would say, were 
he present in the midst of them — " Ye have 
done what ye could -" and to others, possi- 
bly he would say^-" O that ye knew the 
thmgs that belong to your peace!" But 
there are those that have contributed to the 

fsneral cause, a greater amount than they 
ave drawn from your treasury ; and taking 
them all together, they are not truly in debt 
to the churches for one-half the amount be- 
stowed upon them. They love to sustain 
the foreign missionary — to encourage the 
young aspirant after ministerial usefulness 
— to gladden the heart of the tract agent, 
and send the Bible to the millions perishing 
for lack of knowledge. It refreshes their 

Sdrits to take a part, though it be an hum- 
e one, in all the benevolent movements of 
the day— and it is your beneficence that dis- 
poses and enables them to do it. But if 
there be any thing in the whole array of 
means provided for the benefit of these fee- 
ble churches, that specially promises them 
expansion, firmness and permanency, it is 
the placing of them in circumstances where 
they can freely give, as well as freely re- 
ceive. It i» a prominent and striking fact 
in their history, that those of them which 
have contributed largely to benevolent ob- 
jeets, during the period q£ their weakness 



have gathered strength rapidly, and soon 
thrown off their dependence on charity ; 
while others, possessme equal ability at the 
outset, but rdterating the plea of weakness, 
whenever urged to be " up and doing," in 
justification of their penoriousnesi, have 
continued Ion* to droop and languish— nay, 
are still ** ready to die." In some instances, 
we regret to say, that through timidity, or 
misapprehension, the voices of your Mis- 
sionaries have chimed with those of their 
flocks — and the invariable consequence has 
been, the accomplishment of as little for 
themselves as for the cause of God. 

CHURCHES RELIEVED. 

Haverhill West, Longmeadow East, 
Norton, Sharon, and Templeton, will re* 
quire no further aid ft-om your funds, unless 
some unlooked-for change of circumstances 
shall .disappoint their present expectations. 
Each of tnem have resolved to become 
henceforward the benefactors instead of tlie 
benefidaiies of Home Missions. Without 
your aid, they had had at this moment none 
other than a precarious and dependent ex- 
istence, or none at all. But they are now 
made strong by the mighty God of Jacob — 
and we hope will not only go on their way 
rejoicing, but by their example of cheerful 
em)rt and abounding liberality, encourage 
others to go, and do, and rejoice likewise. 

RETROSPECT. 

Ten years have now elapsed since the 
union was formed between the " Domestic 
Missionary Society of Massachusetts," and 
the original "Massachusetts Missionary- 
Society," and also since the auxiliary rela- 
tion of the united Society to the American 
Home Missionary Society was established. 
None of the difficulties then suggested hs 
incident to the union have been met, and 
the most sanguine anticipations of good 
have been more than realized. The Lord 
has prospered our way. No fair claim of 
a single feeble church in Massachusetts has 
been set aside; every application for aid 
has been promptly answered when evidence 
has been furnished of the need of it. And 
the result has been, the formation of many 
new churches amid regions of moral deso- 
lation, and the revival of many old and 
decaying ones ; the establishment of many 
pastors, and the erection of many new tem- 
ples for the inhabitation of the Lord of hosts ; 
very many revivals in which thousands 
have been added to the churches, and an 
incalculable amount of moral influence cre- 
ated and diffused over the community, pre- 
venting crime, restraining vice, promoting 
intellectual improvement, elevating the mo^ 
ral character of society, and drawing tens 
of thousands to the sanctuaries of the Most 
High, and binding them to the observance 
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of the Gourtetiet of lUe, and the laws of the n 
country. 

And beside all this, accomplished in 
Massachusetts, an equal amounc of tbepe- 
cuniary raearu of good, has been furnished 
to the American Home Missionary Society 
for use in its noble efforu to plant the insti- 
tutions of the gospel every where over our 
sister States of the West and South; and 
there is no room to doubt that the benefac- 
tions of the ohurcheSi have been at least 
equally blessed of God in those sections of 
the land as in our own. 

IBIERICAN HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETT. 

A carei\]l examination of the movements 
of the A. H. M S., and an intimate 
acquaintance with the men who are called 
in Providence to consult its interests, and 
direct its agents — have added strength to 
the conviction orieinally felt, of its adapted- 
ness to accomplish the object so dear to the 
heart of every American Christian — to 
}>ervade the whole land with an influence 
like that of the dew of Hermon, and the 
dews that descended on the mountains of 
Zion. Its whole reliance is primarily on 
the King of Zion, and secondarily on the 
voluntary co-operation of all those evan- 
gelical churches, which are not divided 
among themselves by ritual or ceremonial 
peculiarities. It stands aloof ftt>m all sec- 
tarian partialities. Its motto is — Christ 

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD — THE LIFE OF 

MEN. It aims to plant the cross at so many 
points, that every eye shall see it, that every 
knee shall have the privilege of bending 
before it, and that every heart and voice 
may be attuned to the song, " Worthy is 
the Lamb that was slain." Nor has it pur- 
sued this object in vain. Thousands and 
tens of thousands have already yielded 
joyfully to the influences it has sent abroad 
over the land, and are now rejoicing in the 
presence of Qod, or in the hope of his glory 
to be hereafter revealed. There is scarcely 
a desolation so drear, that its missionaries 
have not traversed it ; nor a destitute dis- 
ciple of Jt:sus so obscure, that they have 
not found him and convey^ to him instruc- 
tion and consolation.. Its object, its means, 
and its spirit, are all heavenly, and demand 
for it the confidence and the contributions of 
all who pray for the world's conversion. 

HOME MISSIONS AS CONNECTED WITH NA- 
TIONAL PROSFERITT. 

We are not aware of the existence of any 
instmmentality more important in its bear- 
ings on -every interest which is precious to 
lis as American citizens than thia. If any 
thing can preserve our political onion and 
perpetuate its blcssingstodistant posterity— 
if any tlnnjirean save us ftom tneterrof* of 
anarchy, civil war and bloody despotisnr 



iitanf thing can bind our extended country 
together by coads whieh fove^ interference 
slmli never break^if any thing can ekvato 
us to that unenvied pre-eminenoe among 
the nations which results from a firm adhe- 
rence to principles of peace and order, jus- 
tioa and eqaUy, in ail our public and private 
relations^-and if any thing can emancipate 
the slave, and raise him to the dignity of 
man, and give to the whole body of our 
citisens just views of mora] obli£ation--it 
is the gospel of Christ, carried oy living 
men, in the spirit of the ever-living Saviour, 
into every nook and comer of the land, 
whe» our fellow citizens are found. 



NEW-I^AMPSHIRE MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 

The thirty-sixth Anniversary of this So- 
ciety, was held at Claremont, August 3ist, 
1837. 

The Annual Report was read by the Se- 
cretary of the Soeiety, Rev. Isaac Willey ; 
and the meeting was Jdressed by Rev. 
Giles Leach, of Sandwich ; Rev. Joseph 
Lane, of Westbrook, Ble. ; and Rev. Hilton 
Badger, of New- York, Secretary of the 
American Home Missionary Society. 

The following are extracts from the 

REPORT. 

FRUITS OF HOME MISSIONARY EFFORT. 

By encouraging the few people in a dis- 
tant place who are prepared to appreciate 
the importance of the labors of a faithful 
minister, by uniting and dhrecting their 
efforts and giving assistance for a few 
years, they often acquire the ability to sup- 
port such a man. Something like this is 
the brief history of net less than twenty- 
five of the churches in this state, now 
regarded as among the most prosperous. 
About forty-ive oUiers are now assisted 
by this soeiety, with encouraging pn^pects 
in most cases of similar results, ^erv 
year a cheering number are becoming able 
without assistance to suf^^Mnrt their rdigious 
institutions. We reckon five sueh cases 
for the past year. 

DESTIIUTIOKS. 

From the statistics, as given of the dif- 
ferent eoimties, we come to the feUowinp 
results, in regard to the State, viz: Thai 
there are S18 towns, 182 churches is 168 of 
these towns, and 141 ministers; leaving 5^ 
towns with(mt a Conereeational or Premiy- 
terian cburefa, and 40 caurehes without a 
minister. We are aware that some of these 
, plates «re staled with preaching l^ other 
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evangelical denominations of Christians, 
and we hope that the increasing zeal and 
activity of our brethren of these denomina- 
tions will enlarge the number. At present 
the field within our own State is sufficiently 
large for the harmonious effi>rts of all who 
are seeking to supply our destitute popular 
tion with the preaching of the gospel. 

LABORS OF THE TEAR. 

In this field our society has employed the 
•ast year, for a greater or less time, 63 
laborers, 45 of whom are either settled 
pastors, or employed by the year, and 18 
for some weeks or months. Besides the 
services of the agent and the missionary in 
Canada, they have performed the amount 
of 47 years of ministerial labor. This has 
been done at an expense to the society on 
an average of about $125 per year, and has 
brought 10 the support of the gospel in the 
places where it has been expended not less 
than $15,000. 

THE TREASURY. 

The report of the treasurer shows the 
income of the society the present year to 
have been $5913,29, which is less than the 
last year by $2786,17. It was to be ex- 
pected that this society must share with its 
Kindred institutions in the embarrassments 
of the times. But it has been painful in its 
operation. The society in the early part 
of the year was moving on successfully 
with its enlarged operations, when it was 
suddenly cut short in its resources. Resort 
was had to borrowing to the amount of 
$700. This soon proved insufficient, and 
we were obliged to say to the beloved mis- 
sionaries that we could not pay them the 
sums which we had pledged to them. Infor- 
mation of this was communicated to the 
churches in May, in an address to them by 
the Secretary, and the result of collections 
has shown that they are ready to sustain 
this society to any reasonable extent in its 
appropriations for securing the preaclung of 
the gospel to the destitute. We, as trustees, 
perhaps, ought on this occasion to confess 
our unwarrantable distrust of their readi- 
ness to come to our aid in time of need. 
For beyond our expectations we have been 
enabled, by the contributions ot th^ few 
months past, to meet all our engagements 
for the year and to pay all our debts. For 
this unexpected success, we desire devoutly 
to give thanks to the £[ead of the church, 
for his merciful interposition trough the 
liberality of bis beloved people. 

APPEAL TO THE CHURCHES. 

But our treasury is empty, and calls are 
made upon us almost every week for money 
which becomes due to the brethren who are 
laboring mider our <Sommission. We can» 



not look again the present year to thoM. 
churches who have made their contribu- 
tions to this object; we must, therefore, 
rely for the present upon the very respect- 
able number of churches who have done 
nothing for this cause the^ present year. 
We call upon them, as we believe we are 
authorized to do, in the name of the Lohl 
Jesus Christ, to come to our aid. We ask 
you, dear brethren, immediately to take up 
a contribution for the New- Hampshire 
Missionary Society, to such an ^mount as 
your Lord requires of you in view of the 
present wants of his people. Why should 
you be excused while others are exerting 
themselves to sustain this cause 1 It is not 
true that they are more ^ble than many of 
you. Not a few in the humblest circum- 
stances have given liberally to our funds. 
We wait for your contribution. Come, in 
the spirit of your Lord, and unite your 
efforts with ours in doing what can be 
done to save our countrymen from a life of 
sin and an eternity of misery. 

AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY 80CIET7. 

In the American Home Missionary So- 
ciety, to which we are auxiliary, we con- 
tinue our unabated confidence. We sym- 
pathize with that institution in its present 
embarrassment ; and with its missionaries 
in their distant fields of labor and priva- 
tion. We have appropriated $500 to the 
fundffof that Society the past year, and we 
eamdBtly hope that the churches of thifr 
State wiU enable us to do as much or more 
the year to come. Something has also 
passed directly to the treasury of that So- 
ciety from churches and individuals in this 
State. 

The trustees would not close their Re- 
port without commending again the cause 
of Home Missions, connect^ as it is with 
all the best interests of our country, the 
glory of the Redeemer's kingdom, and the 
salvation of men, to the prayers and the 
liberality of the churches or this State. 
The great experiment is going on in thi» 
land whether our religious institutions can 
be sustained, and the gospel be preached 
to our rapidly increasing population, inde- 
pendent of the aid of crvil government. 
All experience goes to show tlutt this is not 
to be expected without a vi^rous system 
of missionary operations. To the support 
of such a system our interest and our duty 
should prompt us. It is in accordance witn 
the spirit of the ^spel, the example of the 
most eminent saints, and the wishes and 
the prayers of Grod's j^eople in every part 
of the world. Let it lie near the heart of 
every disciple. Pray fiw the peace of Je- 
rusalem. They shall prosper that love 
thee. For my brethren and companions' 
sake> I will now say, peace be within 
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thee. Because of the house of the Lord 
our Gfod, I will seek thy good. 



MICHIGAN HOME MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 

At the meeting of the Synod of Michi- 



sran, October 20, 1837, a Home Missionary 
Society for that State was formed, auxiliary 
to the American Home Missionary Society. 
O. Johnson, Esq., of Monroe, is Presi- 
dent, and Rev. J. L. Tomlinson, of Adrian, 
is Agent for the Auxiliary, and also for 
the Parent Society in Michigan. 



CORRESPONDENCE OP THE A. H. M. S. 



^ A STATED MINISTRY. 

Many facts are from time to time commu- 
nicated by the Missionaries of the A. H. M. 
S.f showing the immense advantage of the 
staUetj over the occasional enjoyment of pas- 
toral tabor. As it is the policy of the Society 
to promote a permanent, in distinction from a 
fluctuating ministry, it has occasionally pub- 
lished communications on this subject. The 
Report of the Central Agency in the State of 
New- York, in the appendix to the last An- 
nual Report, and also in the Home Mission- 
ary for July, 1837, p. 49, contains some valu- 
able considerations. See also the first article 
in the present number. We add the follow- 
ing extracts confirming our views of the su- 
perior value of a constant pressure of evan- 
gelical motives upon the heart and con- 
science. 

JFVom, a Missionary in Virginia. 

There are several neighborhoods within 
ten miles of this place, in which I have been 
invited to preach — say once a week, or once 
in two weeks J and I am always reluctant 
to refuse to preach to a people who seem 
anxious to hear the word of life. I have, 
therefore, visited a number of these settle- 
ments statedly, at intervals longer or shorter, 
for the last two years ; for the most part 
upon a week day. But I do not think 
there is much reason to expect much good 
to result from such visits. And I find that 
they, especially when made to several dif- 
ferent places, interfere very much with my 
studies. To ride ten miles and preach at 
night, consumes, necessarily, a considera- 
ble portion of two days^ 

If I could be released from the care of my 
other congregation, between thirty and 
forty miles from this place, where I spend 
every fourth Sabbath, and devote all my 
time and talents to this place, I think that 
double Uie amount of good might reasona- 
bly be expected to be done which is realized 
upon the present plan* 



Another minister, whose people were off 
the point of dtesolving their relation to him,- 
in consequence of the mercantile embar^ 
rassments of the country, thus details one of 
the reasons of his reluctance to leave them. 

Tlie deacons had formed, as they thought, 
a plan for doing good by holding " dea- 
con's meetings,^' and so getting along with- 
out a minister, and save the expense. But 
I was well aware that a little experience 
would show them, that a congregation like 
ours could not be held together without a 
stated ministry. There is, there can be na 
substil'ut£ for it. 



WISCONSIN TERRITORT. 

From Rev. C. Nichols^ Racine Co.j Wis- 
consin Territory. 
Owing to the want of a sufficient num- 
ber of persons who agree in sentiment, 
and to the want of suitable persons to take 
a decided stand for God, and persevere i» 
it, I have deferred the organization of 
churches. I had hoped to accomplish it 
before this, but it has not appeared to 
be expedient. I have attended meeting 
once or twice at the Forks of Root River. 
There is a large settlement, and there have 
been several hopeful conversions there. 
They are more inclined to meetings in that 
section than in any other place, except at 
the mouth of Pike, within my knowledge. 
They are anxious that I should hold meet- 
ings there. 

PECULIAR NEED OP MINISTERS IN WISCONSIN. 

We greatly need help here. I have seen 
no Presbyterian or Congregational minister 
since we arrived here in August, 1836.^ 
There is no such minister between here and 
Chicago, a distance of sixty-five miles, but 
one between this place and Green Bay, 
about one hundred and fifty miles, and 
none between this point and the Missis- 
sippi River, which is more than two hun- 
dred miles. Indeed, I believe there are but 
three or four Presbjrtcrian or Congreca- 
tional ministers in t))is territory on ^s^ 
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side of tho Mississippi River. There are 
many thousands of inhabitants here widely 
scattered, it is true, who are fast effacing 
the footsteps of the red men, who have re- 
tired to the West. There are many places 
in this widely-extended country wherecon- 
siderable congregations could be collected, 
on the lately extinguished embers of the 
wild man's nres. 

The number of ministers of other deno- 
minations is less here than is usual in a new 
country. The Methodist and Baptist 
preachers are comparatively few. The 
great expense of living here is doubtless 
one reason why we have so small a number 
of helpers. 

Please iavite the friends of Home Mis- 
sions, in the East, to cast their eye beyond 
the fertile plains and moral wastes of Ohio, 
Indiana, and Illinois, to the widely-extended 
moral wilderness of Wisconsin. Let them 
see the scattered thousands pursuing their 
various occupations of usefulness or amuse- 
ment on the Sabbath. Let them listen to 
the pressing invitations given to their Mis- 
sionary to ^o from thirty to nearly three 
hundred miles to preach the gospel, and 
they would better understand you when 
you assure them that the blessed work in 
which they are engaged is but just begun. 
Shall we not have help soon 1 Or, rather, 
shall not Christ's command concerning 
preaching the gospel in this Territory be 
regarded, by a few at least, very speedily 1 
The work to be accomplished here is great. 
Shall we not have "enough ministers of the 
gospel here for counsel 1 Must we be so 
widely scattered that each must act alone 1 
I neeci help more than tongue can describe. 



The following letter is from the Report of 
a Missionary in Illinois. It presents one of 
the many cases in which Home Missionary 
aid is the indispensable reUance of the faith- 
ful laborer. If the Society should cease its 
action, pr be crippled by protracted pecuniary 
embarrassment, how are siich " cases of 
worth and want" as this to be relieved? 

I have endeavored to devise how I might 
retain my draft on the Society, in order to 
favor it a while longer. But I was so 
severely pressed that I shall be compelled 
soon to draw. Several of those to whom 
the money is due will not wait even for 
me to correspond with you in reference 
to it. 

The time embraced in my report has 
Ji)een to me and to. my family, one of many 
trials and difficulties, chiefly through sick- 
ness. But though I was sick for many 
w^eks, I lost but two Sabbaths, in which I 



did not preach. And even these, I trust, 
cannot be considered as quite lost; for I 
preached to those who visited my sick bed, 
and I believe with some success. Through 
the course of my sickness I preached eight 
or ten times sitting down, because I was so 
weak that I could not stand. But when I 
was weak then was I strong ; so that even 
this affliction may turn out to my own and 
others' good. 

Owing to my sickness, and the w(int of 
a proper place, our Sabbath school and 
Bible classes have been discontinued for 
some time. Next summer we will try to 
build us a place of worship. If, with these 
embarrassments, the prospects of the cause 
here appear gloomy, where, nevertheless, 
the gospel is preached, what must they be 
where it is not preached at alll It is truly 
a ffreat drawback on the interests of me 
RcSUemer's kingdom, that your Society is 
not enabled to advance more rapidly. 



TENNESSEE. 

From a MfssioTtarii Report. 

INCIDENTS OF MISSIONARY LIFE. 

In visiting the sick, singing and praying 
with them, and also in prefeching, I« have 
spent a week of nigfhts in succession. In 
going to attend my own appointment, at 
the place where I stopped to stay all night, 
I was informed of a meetine appointed 
where there was a sick man who wished to 
hear a sermon before he died. He was 
noted for his wickedness. It was insisted 
that I should preach, which I consented to, 
feeling that it wouW be the last sermon he 
ever would hear, and it was the last he ever 
did hear. Alas ! he appeared to be in a state 
of mind as little suited to hear to advan- 
tage, as could be expected from the circum- 
stances. I understood that he gave little or 
no satisfaction relative to his future state m 
his last hours. 

On another occasion, after being <hi 
fatigue nearly a whole week, and having 
just returned home, I was sent for in the 
niglit to go to see a woman who was not 
expected to live. I found her in a go«d 
state of mind. After singing and praying 
I was asked to preach. The family being 
Grernjans, there was no English Bible about 
the house, and none could be had without 
sending to a neighbor's house; therefore I 
had to preach without a Bible, and I was 
told it was the first sermon ever preached 
there. The meeting was solemn and inte- 
resting, I promised to visit the sick woman 
a few nights afterwards, but being greatly 
fatigued I could not go at the time. I was 
informed afterwards that the people gather- 
ed expecting to hear preaching, though 
there was no appointment for preaching. 
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I Tisited htt the next Saturday, and kft an I 
appointment for preaching. The family I 
has since auended preaching regukriy, but 
scarcely ever before. 

For some months I had no grain to feed 
my horse, and frequently was no better off 
myself, -where I went Sometimes I thought 
he would give out, and should be obliged 
to suspend going to a distance. Occasion- 
ally he has been so near exhaustion, that in 
compassion 1 have walked and driven him 
before me, in order to reach my appoint- 
ments, or to borrow another horse for that 
purpose. At the same time, I and my son 
have bad to go with a bag from one bouse 
to another &r com to make our bread. 
Some we procured on crecht. I shall have 
to lay in my provisions fbr the ensuing 
year, without the hope of paying for it, ex- 
cept by your assistance, or by seeking ano- 
ther field of labor. The crops having fid- 
len remarkably short will embarrass our 
people. There are none here who feel dis- 
posed to help a minister, but will have to 
buy more or less of provision for them- 
selves. It is, therefore, a time of special 
necessity for the assistance of your Society. 
Such straits are tryinc; but I know the 
cause in which your Society and its Mis- 
sionaries is engaged in will be blessed; 
therefore " Let us not be weary in well- 
doing.*' 



The following is from one of our Mission- 
aries in a German settlement in the West. 
It should be remembered that most of these 
people in the new states, are emi^ants from 
a country where the churches were built by 
their ancestors, and where the support of re- 
ligion is an affair of the government. 

I have continued at my post, supported 
fey fiuth and hope. Since my last report, I 
have met with many discouragements both 
of a spiritual and temporal nature, and also 
with some signs of a good work ia my con- 
gregations. One of our churshes is now 
ready for preachine, and we fbod it truly 
more convenient ttian bams and private 
houses. On Friday last I went, with my 
axe on my shoulder, to lead another of my 
congregations in making a commencement 
for a church. "When houses of worship 
shall be finished, we shall have a mote fii- 
vorable opportunity for doing ^ood. O 
that God would revive his woix m my dis- 
trict! Often am I constrained to cry out, 
"Can these dry bones livel" there is so 
much coldness, so much hankering after the 
glittering. treasures of earth, among my 
people. But sometimes I see the silent tear 
and hear the deep sigh. But I long fnr a 
general and more soul-stirring cry, " Men 



and brethren what must we do tobe Mved 1" 
" O, Lord, revive thy work !" 

This brother adds, on the margin of hk 
report, the following statement of his neoea- 
sities, which the Society has promptly re- 
lieved (as far as the payment of his Minion- 
ary wmges could do it) by authorizing him to 
draw at once upon its treasury. We confi- 
dently eiqpeet that some iuhvidual or asso- 
ciatioB of the friends of Christ will ftaraish 
the means of meeting the claim by placing 
the sum of $118 immediately at our disposal 
for tins purpose. We say tibat we exp^ U, 
tot it must ba, that among the ChriMiaBS 
whom the Head of the Chuith has bleased 
vrith the means of contributing to the spread 
of his gospel, there are some who are look- 
ing forward to that day when he will say, 
" Jnasmwk <u ye hmne dont it unto one t^ 
tht Uagt 4if these my brethren, ye have done 
it tmto me.** 

At this time J am really distressed. With 
a sick family, and winter approaching, I 
have not a cent in my pocket I call on my 
people, but they say they can get no money 
for themselves. But, thanks be to God, 
though I am pinched with poverty, I can 
praise him still, and rejoice in the God of 
my salvation. 



FVom a AHssionAfy in Licking Co., Ohio, 

My heart, dear brethren, has been en- 
couraged to bear up under the pressure of 
pecumary embarrassments, by repeated as- 
surances that I suffered not alone, and pei^ 
haps not peculiarly, else I know not but the 
temptation may have prevailed either to 
quit the Missionary field or the labors of 
the gospel ministry. But I have cause 
here to erect anoAer " Ebenezer," for 
hitherto the Lord hath helped me. My 
dear people were never so kind as they have 
been the past season, and my mouth has 
been utterly closed from uttering a single 
complaint for sufferings from any quarter, 
by their zeal for my welfare to the extent of 
their ability. 



*' A sore evil which is seen under the sun, 
and it is common among m«n." 

THE REASON OP PROTRACTED DEPENDENCE. 

A principal difficulty which we have 
to encoijnter, is the spirit of speculation so 
characteristic of the timfes. The great ma- 
jority of the original inhalntanu of this 
section of our country were poor and were in 
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debt for their team: When the time came 
that they cou.d sell these for advanced 
prices, very many of them sold, and went 
siili westward, where laud is cheaper. 
There are bvit very few remaining wlio 
occupied these farms a few years ago. 
But fur this fact, instead of asking aid 
from you, we might now be affording it to 
you. Of those that have come among us, I 
wish we had better thines to say. 'I'iiey 
are generally men of worldly minds. They 
have come here for the purpose of amassing 
wealth, and the vei-y few who profess to 
believe and feel with us, have constant 
need to be taught, " Lay not up for your- 
selves treasures upon earili," &c. That 
some of us should feel the influence of such 
minds is not unaccouniabLe: 



F^fom Rev. S. W. Rose, Homer, O. 

Our Sabbath schools have been regularly 
attended, and we have some evidence that 
instruction has been efficiently given. — 
Monthly concerts and prayer meetings have 
been regularly attended in each church, 
though not very numerously. Attention to 
preaching has been increasing evidently 
during the year past 

The standard bvangelical volumes of the 
A. T. S. have been circulated among my 
people the past summer, and the Lives of 
Page, Brainerd, Taylor, Puyson ; Nevins' 
Practical Thoughts; ond the writings of 
Doddridge, Baxter and Bunyan, are now 
extensively read. The effects of these on 
some minds are very happy. Five have 
been added to the Church on examination 
during the past six months. Some others 
are hoping m Christ who will probably be 
vnited with us, and several are inauiring 
what they must do to be saved. We do 
not call the state of things among us a re< 
Tival, because it partakes not of the excite- 
ment incident to modern revivals. But 
there is a manifest growth in grace on the 
part of Christians, very generally, and our 
expectations are awake to the prospects of 
a revival, already in an inci'pient state. 

MICHIGAN. 

From Rev. C. G. CJurk, Webster, Mich, 

IN INTERESTING SABBATH SCHOOL. 

My last report gave you a part of the re- 
sults of the revival in this place. The col- 
lateral effcicts of the revival are yet apparent. 
The congregaiioD on the Sabbath is, I 
think, at least one third larger than in any 
former season. Our Sabbath school pre- 
sents a truly delightful aspect: I wish 1 
could describe it. We have one large class, 
most of whom, with the teacher, wear ipec- 
tacles. Th>.re is one class of middle aged, 
and two of young ladies. We have also a 
large class o\ youn g men. Belo w that a^e, 



dren. We have three classes, mostly little 
boys, from three to seven yeors of age. 
W hen full, there are as many as twenty- 
four. Perhaps no portion of the school is 
more interesting, or interested, than this. 
The cause of ** total abstinence" is looking 
up a little. We hope and pray for its ex<^ 
tension throughout our bounds and through 
the world. Comparatively, this is a tem- 
perate community. There are few drunk- 
ards, and no place where tliey are made, 
except in an extreme part of the society. 
Commendable effort to relieve the A. H' 
M.S. 
The next Sabbath aAer I made my last 
report, I laid your letter, requesting me to 
withhold my draft, before the congregation. 
Many were excited to action. The follow- 
ing Sabbath, I preached on the suVjcct. A 
collection and subscription has been made, 
amountinff to S^O. Probably the people 
will pay the amount pledged me by the A, 
H. M. S. before the expiration of the year. 
The A. H. M. S. is embalmed in the affec- 
tion and confidence of this people. Our 
trust is in Israel's God, whose pledge is 
perfect. I hope this people will never aj^ain 
be under the necessity of asking your aid — 
but, on the contrary, will be able and will- 
ing to help you aid others. 

REVIVALS. 

He who is King in Zion continues the 
tokens of bis favor by pouring out his Spirit 
on the churches. For want of room for 
more copious extracts, we give under this 
head a few brief selections from the corres^ 
pondence of the past month. 
From Rev. Hugh Barr, CarroUon, Illinois. 

On the second Sabbath in September, four 
were received into the little church in Apple 
Creek, one of the small churches in the 
vicinity, to wliich I minister a part of the 
time ; and on the first Sabbath in October, 
sixteen were admitted to the privileges of 
the church at Carrolton. Eleven of these 
were received on profession of their faith. 
They had obtained hope in Christ during a 

Protracted meeting in Carrolton, in which 
^r. Blackburn, Br. Lippincott and myself, 
co-operated with a number of Baptist bre- 
thren. 



From Rev. J. H. Shields, Poplar-Spring 
and Pleasant- HiU Churches, Putnam 
Co., Jnd. 

While I have reason (or humiliation, I 
feel that I have reason to send up gratitude 
to God for the mercy-drops he has show- 
ered down upon my little churches. There 
has been no special excitement on the sub- 

.-.^.«.-,„.,. j.,»..^ ^ -g,^, Ject of religion in the Pleasant-HiU church 

we have all descriptions down to little chil- "during the summer and autumn j yet we 
you X. t9 
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have had attentive and serioui congrega- 
tions, and we trust that our labors were not 
in vain. In the church at Poplar-Spring, 
we had a communion season on the first 
Sabbath in October, which was to us u 
blessed occasion. The Spirit of God, in his 
eoriTlncing power and cheering grace, came 
dowft 5 sinners were made to cry for mercy, 
and the people of God to rejoice in his sal- 
vation. There have been ten or twelve ad- 
ditions to this church since my last report, 
all of whom, we trust, have found Christ in 
the pardon of their sins. 

From Rev, E, Bascom, Jackson^ Jacknon 
Co., O. 
So interesting and multiplied have been 
my ledx>rs since the close of my year, as 
almost to preclude the making of my report 
when my commission required. I'he year 
has closed with glorious things for Zion. 
During six weeks past, in different places, 
I have attended and held more than fifty 
religious meetings, and officiated in mostof 
them. The se^ does not lie long buried, 
but springs forth and yields an abundant 
JiaivesL There have been some hopeful 
jconversions among those who cannot read 
a word in the book of God. Some have 
^ome from the Unitarians, or "New-Lights," 
as they are called : and the church which, 
by the aid of your Society, was organized 
a year ago last June, with 27 members, 
scattered over the cortnty, has, during the 
year past, received additions to the num- 
ber of 26, and 22 of them on profession 
iOf the submission of their hearts to Christy 
under the truth as impressed by the holv^ 
apiRiT. -^ 

Prom Bev, R. B. Snoddy, Knox Co., Ten. 
The first part of the season was a gloomy 
time with us. We hcd several cases of 
^discipline, after which, however, the Lord 
/Came down among us in the riches of his 
gr^ce. Our meetings have been uncom- 
monly interesting, and we hope some con- 
versions have occurred. 



Prom Rev. S. R. Woodruff, Wadluumh 
MillSy Essex Co., N. Y, 
Prospects here, as it respects religion, 
gradually became more encouraging, until 
tne latter part of September, when some of 
God's people began to expect a refreshing 
from above. There seemed, in many cases, 
to be an earnest spirit of prayer, which 
tcould not rest satisfied until the blessing 
came. This state of things continued much 
khe same unUl the middle of October, when 
it was thought best to commence a protract- 
ed meeting. I trust eood was done ; Chris- 
liians were refreshed, backsliders reclaimed, 
and some sinners converted. Six have been 
hdAedi to ^e dmreh by profeasiop, onitt thftt 



A PROMPT AN£) GENEROUS RE- 

SPONSE. 

" Bit dot, qvi dio dmiJ* 

*• A double charity tlieir »6ul* display. 
Who, what they give, bettow without d«fay.* 

In our last number we spread before our 
readers the case of an embarrassed Mission- 
ary in the West, and asked. Who vHH help ? 
It is with emotions of pleasure, which we 
trust will be shared by our readers, (hat we 
acknowledge the receipt of an aoewer to that 
appeal^ which is not only in point, hut (what 
is of scarcely inferior importance) is prompt, 
and will cause the intended relief to reach iti 
destination in season to prevent some phy- 
sical aufiering) and many a mental pang. 
And when we allude to the promf.tneas of 
this response, we need scarcely add, that it 
comes from an association of ycwng men. 
Rev. S. Lamson, of Brighton, Mass., laid 
our appeal before the "Brighton Youkg 
3Ien'8 Domestic MiesioNABV Socifrrv," in 
his congregation, and the sum of two hun- 
dred dollars was raised, a portion of which 
will be applied to the benefit of the Mission- 
ary referred to, and the remainder to the same 
general cause. We wish that in. their bene- 
ficence (and can scarcely frame ^or them a 
n^ore appropriate wish) they may enjoy a 
pleasure equal to th^t with which theit 
timely and generous aid will thrill the bo- 
soms of that needy missionary family, when 
they shall hear of it, where the keen wintry 
wind whistles around their dwelling, on tfa« 
distant prairie in the west. 

Young men have interests at stake* 
Such deeds are not only honorable to the 
doer^ as Christians, but also suitable to their 
responsibility as Young Men. The fiitfa«r«, 
who are passing off the stage, have ftw 
earthly interests to jeopard. The success or 
failure of the great moral experiment now 
going on in this land, will come too late \o 
affect them. But with the generation now 
girding themselves to the conflict it is other- 
wise. Before the young men of this day 
shaU bteome the old men of another, it will 
probftbly be decided, whether the demons of 
Infidelity and Papacy, grown weary of the 
desolations themselves hove made in the 
other hemisphere, shall niake .good their 
lodgement in this vhgin land; or wbettter 
Christian truth, with its train of pttWic btes^ 
sings and jprivate virtttes, ^all be the inheri- 
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taaceof our dbiWrett, a;8 itwas of our fathers. 
Thi0 is a question that mainly concerns the 
Juniors of society, ,and one ,of which, under 
Crod, they are thebjpblVjbs to 91: taiB abSi^ 

•TBBS. "-*- 

American h. m. society. 

APPOINTMENT OF SECRETaRIBS. 

The Executive Committee of the A. H. 
M. S. at their last meetini^ received a report 
from a**^'Commiitee on the organization of 
the Secretaries' department," which was ap- 
pointed at the time of their accepting Dr. 
, Peters' resignation ; and Resolved, that Rev. 
Milton Baogcr and Rev. Charles Hall, 



be appointed co-ordinate Secretaries, vinder 
the name x>f SfiCft&TARifto .iqr «Oor«espon- 
PGMCE. Also, jth^t it be i^ommended to 
the Society, at its next annual meeting, 
so to alter the Constitution, as to require 
the annual appointment of" two Secretarifcs 
for Correspondence," instead of " a Cor- 
responding Secretary.'* 

This arrangement dispenses, for the pre- 
set, with t^ie o^c^ ofAjksociate Secretary 
and Assistant Secretary. 

Correspondents of the Society ane re- 
quested to address their communications to 
either of the above named Secretaries. 



AffpoUUments by the Emmtive Committee of the A. H, M. fil, fr<m Nov. Ibth to 

Dec. 15a, 1837. 

Rev. M. H. WiWer, Bath, i;nd. 

Rev. G. N. Nichols, Clinton, Afich. 

Rrv. Uirie Maynard. I^rien, Cu 

Rev. J. D. WiUou, Crooked Cr. «f4 Little River, 

Teiui, 
Rev. Cyrus Nichols, R«cine, Wwcqnna Ten 

Rev, Tyrrel Blair, C^otreville, N. Y. 



«,ev. John N. Lewis, (2fl,) Fairfiold, N. Y. * 

|ley. Alvau Parinelee, Middlefleld Qeutret N. Y. 

Rev. P. Qanip, OrltiM's f»t>d Plcaeis, N. Y. 

Rev. W. B. TodipKiMs, Lebnnuu, N. Y. 

Rev. R. H. Suoddy, New Proipect and Lit^erty, 

Rev. L. Da Witt, Bi^r Bottom, Warhiogt^ Co., O. 
^ev. G. Bascom, JuckM»n,iHcksoiU Co., O. 
Rev. Ro^fu^c^VAeSt WftaliiiigtoD, Uliuoia. 



Tke Treasurer of the American Home J^ssionaty Society acknowledges the receipt of 
tke f&Uowing sums, fr<m November Ibth to December Ibth, 1837. 

RHODE ISLANP— . 

Kingston, a Lady, 50 Coll., by S. M. Blatchford, 60 33, 90 33 

Pruvklence, Bencf. Cniiff. Sab. Sch.by S. 

S. Wanlwoll, Sup't. ^ $70 00 

CONNfiCTICOT— 

Hartf.»rd, A. M; CoHips, .^00 00 

Middletown, a few IndividoaU of the 

South Church, 
Pettipauir, Religious Fem. So(^ by Mr^. 

H. Bovev, 
UEW'YORK— 
Cairo, Ama^a MattooQ^ to const hitr daugh- 
ter Ann Mc B. Mattoon a L. M., 30 r Pr. 

Ch. 10, 
CatsKill, S. S. Day, 
Charlton, Ladies' P. M. S., Mrs. Sarah 

SiMilhV.Tr. in part to coD«t. Rev. John 

Clancy L. D., 
Chester. Coli, 314; Rqv.R;Willoughby, 

10, 



25 00 
15 50 



40 00 
5 00 



East Grovelajid. Re^. O. PrjpehiBn, 



13 14 

3 00 



Eabt Liijcklaeti Cli.. by Rev. F. H, Ayrc>«, 11 00 



Fulton, bv Rftv J. Eastmau, 

Goshen, 6r. J. 3. Crann, 

Jamaica, L. 1., Pre^b. €h. Mou. Con. Coll., 

by J. Rider» 
Lewlb, Rev. C. Comstock, by Rev. S^R. 

Woodrutf, 
Lodi,Pr«i»b. Cb« by J Plumb, 
JNow-YorkCitir, v%z: 

SleeckcKsU Ch., Moo.Cpn. Coll., 
SoiDerf <7A.,''Rev.' J: C. Brighami 5 ; W^ 

W. Chester, 50, 



25 00 
10 00 



9 86 



30 00 
25 00 



55 00 



OiMral Ch,, John C. Baldwin L. M., 3d; 
Coll., by :S. M. Blatchford, 60 33. 

Duune «t. Ch., W. H. Halsted, 400; C. S. ' 
Piersou, H) ; J. A. Stevens, 10 ; Anonl. 
50 ; C.iKh, 10 ; Do. 15 ; B. Demiug, 10 ; T. 
>IiiPtert<, 10; M.dmith,5; C.St. John, 
5 ; S. Stevens, 10 ; E^tate ofEli^ha' Wil- 
liams, 20; S. Gro^vehor, 5, ' * 

Mercer st. Ch., C. W. Smith, 

Murray sL Ch., EL Houghton, 

Pfiarl at. Ch., Rev. U. A. Rowland, 

A young Convert, a pair of «^arrii)gs, breast 
pin and three finger rings: C.i>., '5; J. 
6., 1« ; A. C. P., 25, 

Oxford, Sab. Sch., 

Pleasant Vailloy Wept, by A. Raymond, 

Rochester, Rev.C. Dewey, in full to const. 
Mrs. C. Dewpy a L. M., 

Suotchtown, S. Millspaugh, 

Syracuse, 1st Ch^, pJl. of Cq^Llby P..' 
Dicken.«on. 

Wadhams Faljs, by'Rev. S. Wbod^ff^ 

West Point, Sirs. Spjihia Ford, ' 

Friend, by O. R. 'Kingsbury, 
N EW- JERSEY— 

Berkshire Valley, Preph. Ch., 

Caldwell, Presb. Ch., Mon. Con. Coll., by 
C. N. Pier^on, 

Dover, Presb. Ch.,Bal of Coll, 

Frankford, prwb. €U'., 

Hardistoo, t^t Presb. Ch.,.in fhlltp const 
' Rev. EzraT. Dayton • L,H., ,' ' 

ll^ffhaBfi, Prevb. Cbn f ub. by L. Colick- 
nng, 



560 0& 

3oa 

50 00 
IQOO 


40 00 

81 

150 


20 00 

looo 


690 

50l> 

300 

iOOO 


20 00 


93 80 

33.00 

400 


SUim 


50 00 
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Ncwurki YottSf People's IC. &, J. D. 

Poineer, Tr. 
BottUi Orange, Prasb. Ch., Moo. Con. 

Coll., 



SSOO 



400 
59 00 



SuccasuDoy Phiiiit, ColL in part, 
Waatiipfi« Ui PreUK Cb., 48 29 } 3d. Preal^ 

Ch.. 19 ; CoDg. Ch. 25, 93 29 

Two LMdio!', 1 00 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBU— 



Georffeiowo, NeiftUborhnod Coll. bjr a 

LeJ.v, through &9¥. J. C. Smith, 
Wa«hiugtuu,Coll. by Rev. M. Noble, 



VIRGINIA— 

LexiDfrion, CoU. by Her. A. B. Davideoa, 
G£ORGIA- 

M'Uonoiigh, John Daily, by A. C. Bull, 
TENNESSEE— 
Bethel aud Mount Zion, Coll. by Rev. T. 

Brown, 
Crooked Creek, by Rev. J. D. Wilnun, 
Mttdibonville, Coll. by Rev. E. M. Eagle- 
ton, 
Mount Vernon, by Rev. J. D. Wilson, 
OUIO— 
Willoughby, Coll. 13; Mon. Coo. Coll., 

7 SO ; by Rev. R. Stoue, 
ColUHitod by Rev. L. Bingham, 
ILLINOIS— 
Griggsvilie, by Rev. A. T. Norton, 
Ottawa, M. Clark, by Rev. A. Hale, 
Peoria, Rev. C. Porter, by do. 
Waverly, 0. Turner, by do. 

Subtfuription by Rev. A. Hale, viz : W. 
S. Giknan,30; C. W. Baldwin. 5; C. 
A. Pease. 5; J.G. Edwards, 3 SO; H. 
McNeil, 3 ; A Hale, 10, 
MICHIGAN— 

Plainfiekl, 1 75; Rev. 6. N. Smith, 3 S5, 
MISSOURI TERRITORY— 

Fort Tuwpon Ch., by Rev. C. Kingsbury, 
BOBIE MISSIONARY, 



10 00 
50 00 



500 
20 00 



35 00 
3 00 



35 35 

300 



30 50 
50 00 

20 00 

2 00 
10 00 

3 00 



46 50 
500 



25 00 
57 00 



$2000 41 
KNOWLES TAYLOR, Treasurer. 



ReetipU of the JFutem Agency at Geneva, N. Y.j 
from November 13tA to December 13tft, 1837. 
Alden, by Rev. George Coan, 35 00 

Campbell, in part by Rev. Mr. Hotchkin, 35 00 
CNhtietoit, 55 50 

Buffalo, U. R. Seymour in full to sustain 

a Missionary, 50 00 

Geneva, C. A. Cook, to sustain a Mission- 
ary and to const. Ezra D. Cook, of 
Dundee, N. Y., a L. D. 100; others in 
part 71, 171 00 

Oftden. 50 00. 

Ovid, Peter Doifr. to sustain a Missionary 
and to make Rev. Meluucthou B. Wil- 
liams a L. D., 106 00 
Owego, 3al.ofColU ' 1112 
Rochester, Brick Cb^ A. Champion to 
sustain five Missionaries, 500 56; Benj. 
Campbell, to sustain a Missionary, 100; 
Hatvey Lyol^ do. 135; O. Hastings^ 
30; A. J. Burr. 10; J. M. Schermer- 
horn, 10; W. Ailing, 10; N. B. Mer- 
rick, 10; others in part, 96 33; of 
which 100 Is to const. O. Hastings, 
Esq., a L. D., 881 80 
First Preslk Cb.» Everard Peck, to sus- 
tain a Missionary, 100 ; H. B. Williams 
in part, 50 ; Mrs. 15. Pe«k, 5 ; Frede- 
rick Starr, 35 ; F. M.Starr, 3 ; A. Samp- 
son. 10; CM. L..10{ J. C. Nash, 5; 
others in part, 169 01 ; of which 100 
is to const. Rev. Try ou Ed wards 8 L.D., 377 01 
Third Presb. Ch., in part to const. 
Rer.Wiii.MackaL.D., 109 00 



Bethel Cb^ in part, lo eonauRcv. Gaorga 
S. Bourdman a L. D.. 93 00 

Rose, 11 00 

Southport, 40 00 

Vienna, Dcae. Morrow, 10; John Wright, 

10 ; W. E. Frisbie, I, « 00 

Walworth, by Rev. Mr. Ware, 3 00 

We»t Bloomfifid, to cousL Rev. Juliua 
8teeleaL.M., ^40 09 

3062 53 



Receipt* of the Central Jgeney c< Utica^ N, Y, 
fiom September 36tA to Ifovember 23d, 1837. 

AugusU, J. J. Knox, 100 ; Ladies* Benev. 

Soc, 5, 105 00 

Baldwiusville, by Rev. P. K. WUliaais, 5 00 

Brid|iewuter, 19 75 

Ciintun, 2 18 
Ea»i Richfield, to const. Rev. Daniel Van 

Valkpnburgh a L. M., 35 00 

East Whitehall, by J. Finch, 31 00 

Exeter, 11 06 

Fultou, 15 75 
GUbeitsville, in part to 00DSI*ReT. Cahria 

Waterbnry a L. D., 41 78 
Homer, Pre»b. Soc, 2 50; Sisters Soc, 

Mm. Wulwortb, Tr., 31 50, 34 00 

La Fargevillp, P. dirap, 10 (0 

Lebanon, by Rev. W. B. Tompkins, 25 00 

1 iichfield, 35 00 

Meziroville, 13 17 
Oswego, l»t Ch., 33 91 : 3d Cb., 15 50; 

Ladies' Ind. 8o«-., to const. Rev. R. W. 

Condit a U M., 38. 80 41 
Potnrborough, LegMcy of the late Peter 

Smith, by G. Smith, 5{00 00 

Pleiwis, P. Suts and others, 10 00 

(it. Law rence Co., D. M. S., J. Sdlitb, Tr. 02 90 

Woberg, Rev. H. Pruyn, 3 00 



1713 54 



Rev, J. Hale, Agent in JUtnoi*, tcknowleigee ika 
receipt of tkefoUomng suwu : 

St. Louis, Mo., G 
G. W. Ki-rr, 
Ridvpley, I ; ^ 
Slock. 5 i E. ^ 
Sen., 3; A.Ci 
Mr. Oakley, 1 
Turner, 1 ; J. 
coin, 1 ; A. A 
1; Mr. Little, 
Patter^oll, 5 : 
Lottg,5.H.M 
5; W.CHull 
Little, 1; W 
H>dP.I; Mr. 
5; F. Knox, 
Smiih, 5; N. 
5; C.R.Hall, 
Pagp, 10 ; M. 
T. C. Cabonr 

G. Van Deventer. 3 ; J. T«>rode. ^ ; B. 
Allen, 3 ( A. L. Norton, 1 ; J. MrMahoUr 
1 ; Mrs. Maiiupl, 1 ; H. P. Blow, 1 ; Mrs. 
Bhiir, 1 ; S Nouree, 1 ; G. N. Goodwin, 
1 ; W. Martow. 5; T. P. Bray, 1 ; W. 
C. Wiggins. 10; 8. Berrien, 3; J. C. 
Cowan, 1 ; Mrs. N. King, 1 ; i. P. Tur- 
pin, 5; Friend, 5; D. Baird,3; J. W. 
Allen, 1^ J. Charless 5; E.N. Drake, 
3; C. T. Charless,5; £. R. Blow, If 
Cash, 33 50, 397 50 

Deduct counterfeit, 5 00 

398 90 
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IKBtCHBS OP RBAL CHARACTERSI, CONVERSATIONS, AND STRIKIHG PACTS, PURNI8HE» 
CHIEFLY BY CLERGYMEN., 



A MOTHER IN ISRAEL. 

** The righteous shall he in everlast- 
ing remembrance^'^ 
It was the privilege of the writer of 
the following sketch to be pastor of a 
little flock in a retired town in Conn., 
from 1823 to 1829. The place is situ- 
ated on the top of the range of hills, 
bounding the eastern view from the 
valley of the loveliest of rivers. The 
early settlers of the town were men of 
piety, who enjoyed and appreciated a 
faithtul ministry, and loved sound doe- 
trine. In the record of the first town- 
meeting is a vote to erect a house for 
the worship of God, and very soon 
after a call is presented to Jonathan 
Edwards ; and, what the writer has 
never seen in any account of that great 
man's life, there is preserved in the 
place a record in his own hand-writing 
of his acceptance of the call. This 
was in the autumn ot 1723. About 
the same time he was appointed tutor 
in Yale college; and very soon after, 
his class*mate, unquestionably on thiB 
recommendation of Edwards, was in- 
troduced to the place, where for nearly 
forty years he was the minister. That 
Edwards labored there, preached his 
earliest sermons there, and signified 
bis acceptance of their invitation, af- 
fords proof of the religious views and 
feelings of the fathers of the town, and 
the unambitious mind of a mighty 
man, three years after leaving college. 
How long he labored In the place is 
not recorded, but that his preaching 
and example, and especially that the 
views of the fathers of the town who 
valued his ministry, gave some dia- 
meter to their successors, there can be 
no doabt. A Christian community 



dwelt there. Thott^h in subsequent 
years enterprise and piety declined, 
there is proof that the earliest inhabi- 
tants, and their children to the third ge- 
neration, cherished a regard for God 
and his institutions. 

It was about in the third generation 
from the first settlers, that a youth was 
introduced into the place as the wife 
of one of the young men among the 
principal families, and she, in subse- 
quent years, exerted an influence of the 
most happy chc •icter. It was not un- 
til she was of the age of 75 or 76, that 
the writer of these reminiscences first 
saw her. She retained even at that 
age a noble form, was dignified and 
graceful in her manners, and had 
a brij^ht piercing eye, beaming with 
intelligence. Mrs. W. had had ^reat 
prosperity in her domestic relatione, 
and had shared deeply too in great 
trials. One of her sons had beeu smit- 
ten with the love of wandering, and 
after spending some time on the great 
deep, became a roveir on foreign shores. 
Another, in his youth, did not appre- 
ciate the privileges bestowed by the 
kindest parents, and often sent tortures 
to hearts which feeemedj in the eyes of 
men. to deserve a far different return. 
Death demanded some of the loved 
ones, and not the least among her sor- 
rows, Mrs. W., in the midst of Kfe, 
was lef\ a widow. But all things 
worked together Ibr her good. She 
praised God for her mercies, and she 
praised him for her trials. For the 
wanderer she made unceasing prayer. 
During the years of his absence, she 
daily laid ohe request at the feet of 
Jesus, and that was, " that his soul 
might be saved." She engaged a 
•mall circle of pious friends to unite 
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with her in pleadins: on his hehalfjj 
and for years a meeting of a few mo- 
ments each week was held on his ac- 
count. God heard, and that son ^^ came 
to himself," and was among her rich- 
est blessings in the evening of her 
days ; and, what was uppermost in her 
desires, the Church through him is i 
sharing in the efficacy of a mother's ! 
prayers. Grod has given him not only 1 
jpiety, but largeness of soul. Withj 
peculiar gratitude she was permitted ' 
before her sun went down, to bear her 
testimony, that Ood was certainly 
faithful to his precious pronuses — he 
did hear prayer. Other signal family ! 
blessings she was ta the habit of tra- 
cing to God's great mercy in answer 
lo prayer. She had the means and the 
disposition to do jpod. By the a^si- 
4ttoii0 attentions of the son restored to 
iier in answer to prayer, all her wishes | 
w^ye anticipated, m^d she was permit- 
ted to divide her tune between her de- 
votions) her reading, for which she re- 
tained an unusual rdish at the age ^f 
30, and her aictiv^ beneiK>lence. She 
cared fv the poor, for the widow, the 
acphan ; (and with a discretion «ot often I 
exhibited at that tlaie of life, gave tn a I 
SOftnner to reader the gift a real bles- il 
(sing. 'I 

She had very gneat strength of at- ' 
tftduneot ;to the distinguishing doo- 
triaee of grace. Whea these w«re the 
topic of eeoBL versa tion in her heaiing, 
■her sotU was fed, and those nriews of 
Kev^elatiiMi which abase the pride of 
laan, and bring ,aU to the footstool of 
30veiieign mercy, .were themes whic^ 
Joadkd a^low of feeling, and eaused 
lior face to flhine. 

^he loved Christian ^oe^iy. It was 
a> remark ^f. hears, that she hsu) not re- 
Ugion «nottgh to live fr<mi one Sabbath 
to another, without aisedading cme or 
Sftore ireltgious services duriag tlie 
:week. She gathered around her those 
whe^e hearts tihe Lord had txMiched, 
to a weekly reason of devotioa, and 
the survivors of t^t prayer meetiBf 
%m heard saying, "0 that I were a»ta| 
months past." One of them has f«rr- 1 
ajshedtne writer with the following! 
notice : " I ^mnnot state the length -oi 
time for which that meeting was «it- 
tended ia Mrs. W.^ room, but at the 
«mu93^oe«(i€iat of my ajoqaftintaanf 



with her, it had been of many years' 
standing, and was never interrupted, 
until the beloved occupant of that Be- 
thel was transferred to the presence of 
her God above. Even in her occa- 
sional absences, (for she nsually spent 
a few weeks each year with a daugh- 
ter in a neighboring city,) the season 
of prayer was observed in that conse- 
crated place, and she in concert re- 
membered the hour. The little circle 
who met there looked to her as a mo- 
ther in Israel. She always commenced 
the exercises' by Tcatung a porttos of 
Scripture, usually acccmpanied by se- 
lections from Scott's practical obser- 
vations, and often interspersed with 
remarks of he^ own, which showed 
how highly she prised the holy vo- 
lume^ how dee^dv she was inbued 
with Its spirit, and how continually ^be 
drank at that fountain of living wa- 
ters. Her devotional performances 
were characterized by a marked appro- 
priateness to the eircumdtances oi the 
individuals present, or those having a 
claim to specisll reiaembranoe, anci ol^ 
the church j9f n^hich she was. «. meiar 
ber 'r hut the bteathings of hpr pious^ 
desires were not all expended m w> 
aadrrow a circle. With a T9f^ ^alaige- 
weatas well as forvor (^son>, sheem<' 
braced in her petitions the wants of a 
dying world; and the impressioa wa^^ 
deep on thoae who had the priril^^ 
of liateniag to her prayers, th»i ^ in^ 
terests of the kingdom of Ch«ist wene 
her interests. Oaae trait of ehu- 
racter deT«elQ|ted tn donaeision wiii^ 
this little pray log eifde^ was her Jfde^ 
i^y'in watching aver those 4sttes ia 
the Church who were drawa thu*- 
closely arouo4 her. V shemefnatkod 
negligence in dut^, or inooaai«tenciea 
of conduct^ she £a<ilfd not. to a4a»onidli 
the individaalcottciemed} bat it wim 
done so tenderly, with «»ch smrkol 
huaiiliity on her own part, that^^fellt' 
that ^^ iaithfal arr the wonnibi. of ti 
fciend." 

When ^a^)faath; sohoois wete ^Sost 
eomfaenced in the pJate, she fcntnrHl 
upon the busipe»s>9f itcaching wk^5^ 
andor of yoMlh, though she of(en:«iSc 
pneesed her prefereaoe for beeonpia^e 
scholar... At .the age of 80, she ^t- 
tbeued around ^or« class frf^jwelrewr 
^teoa yifmog fodi«isy i0h(^iistelkf4«f^ilh 
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iatenaie d^ligbt to ker inqitiries.aiui 
practical expositions rdspectiag the 
great doctrines ai»d duties of the gos- 
pel. Sb^ was ODe of the most -effi^ 
eieat teachers. It vras a loyely sight 
to see the anio^ated couateoaQce of the 
yeaeraWe mother, so happy^ so. glow- 
ing mth love to trath and love to soula^ 
performing' such a serfice* 

Her charities were bountiful. She 
several times jemarked to the writer, 
* '^ I had hoped that God would hear laj 
prater, and qualify one of my sons \o 
preach the gospel; but he will certainly 
raise up others for that object, and I 
rejoice to furnish aid." For many 
years she appropriated siity dollars to 
the Education Society, and at her 
death left a legacy of one thousand 
doUars for (he same obiect, 

The self-denying labors of the Mo- 
ravians awaken&l her sympathies, as 
coming near to the model of primitive 
Christians, and the same yearly sum 
was forwarded to their treasury, and a 
legacy of the same amount left to them. 

It ought to be added, that she was 
distinguished for humility. She main- 
tained a deep sense of her own imper- 
fections, and mourned over her un- 
worthiness in the sight of Gt>d. In 
the hope of meeting his approbation, 
she placed no dependanee crpon any 
goodness of her own, upon her pray- 
ers, her deeds of charity, or any thing 
in her life. Often has sne been heard 
to say, while tears of contrition flowed 
down her cheeks, ^' I am a poor un- 
worthy sinner*; all my hope is in tbe 
free grace of 'God, through Christ Je* 
sut» • f I am not accepted for his sake* 
I must be lost." 

When arrested by her last siibkness, 
though the event was not anticipated 
by her friends, it was not sudden or 
surprising to herself. In the full pros- 
sessiob of all h«r rational faculties, 
she cheerfully said, ^^ 1 have done with 
life ; Christ is ray Saviour ; heaven is 
near to me. In leaving this world, 
tkotgh I go from the kindest friends, 
i have no sacrifice to make." It ap- 
peared evident to those who caught t^ 
last soands which iell from her Hps, 
that she was led peacefully down to 
the banks, of that river which is the 
boundary between th^s wilderness ax^d 
ihe prosntsed land. 



" One ^mle sigh bt r ftlMn Urnkm; 

We scarce e«n say, ' she's gione/ 
Before the willing spirit takes . 

Its mansion near the throne." 

Her dust is awaiting the sumnEKNos 
of the Saviour, "when all that are in 
thegrav« shall hear His voice, an4 
come £orth|" on the summit of a hiU^ 
surpassed by few in New-England, ia 
the beauty and grandeur of prospect 
which it presents. An jocean-like ex- 
panse spreads out around it on every 
side except the north. When, in a 
bright morning, the sun in his majesty 
rises far over the broad sheet of mist 
which envelopes the fertile valleys — 
threaded by meandering streams~->hi9 
beams throw over it a more than silver 
radiance, and show as green islands 
the mountain tops of the distant ranges 
which bound the horizon. The mind 
of the beholder cannot but regard with 
deep emotion the locality of that place 
of graves, while he blends with the 
meditations of the burial ground, the 
tender, recollections of the loved and 
honored dead, and the anticipations of 
the resurrection morn, more grand and 
glorious than language can paint,. or 
earthly images shadow forth. From 
that eminence, thq first coming of the 
Son of man the siecond time unto salf 
vation, will be hailed with joy by maay 
of his redeemed ones, when taepas-* 
tors who there sleep among their iock 
shall arise surrounded by those who 
shall appear as their crown on that 
day. 

^^ItAHVEY knows BBTTta TfiAM BB 

does?'^ 
In'the winter of 18^8,as I was preach* 
ing for a few Sabbaths in the town of 

S , Vermont, it was my tot to make 

it my home, from each Saturday aAer^ 
noon till Monday monii«g. In tb« 
house of a pious family who lived nn> 
miles fVom the place of me^ng. In 
this family was a man, aged abont 
thirty, who had been affected with a 
partial patsy from his ehildhcod ; and 
who was considered as nearly desti*- 
tute of reason. His name was Har* 
vey. He occupied an apartment by 
himself; had his meals by himselr; 
and was unable to wsdk without those 
pecaliar contortions, twitches, MmI 
faltering of the limbs, which sfaowad 
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the muscles to be nearly out of the con- 
trol of hb will, while bis tongue, about 
as much palsied as his limbs, would 
seldom yield to his efforts to speak 
suffieiently to make him understood. 

Harvey, however, would always go 
to public worship: and, as he could 
neither mount the wagon nor sit still 
enough to ride with safety, he would 
always go on foot. Through the snow, 
and through the storm, Harvey would 
ffO ; nothing could hinder him. Once 
m a severe storm, I opened the house, 
made the fire myself, and preached' to 
eleven hearers : but Harvey was there. 

On my last SabbatL after the family 
and myself had been for some time re- 
turned, and were enjoying a comfort- 
able fire, Harvey arrived, wading 
through the snow, and exhausted with 
his labor. His sister said, as the weary 
man took his seat by the fire. " Har- 
vey does not know much, but he loves 
to go to meeting." Instantly he re- 
plied, with a tone which 1 shall never 
forget. " Harvey /cnoK7« better than he 
does. I thought I could not mistake 
the tone and manner of that reply, 
•* Harvey knows better than he does" 
It must be, that soul knows what it is 
to feel the burden of sin. Dee[»ly did 
I condemn myself, that I had neglect- 
ed that afflicted one. I had never 
spoken one word to him about Christ 
or about his own soul; and he roust 
have felt the neglect. But I had re- 
garded him as an idiot, and had not 
thought that the gospel could be 
brought home to his soul. I conversed 
with him. It was not habit or caprice 
that carried him to the house of God ; 
he felt his corruption— what an apostle 
calls .'' sin that dwelleth in me.'^ He 
had felt conviction of sin. He had 
gone to the house of God, to know 
what he must do to be saved. Oh 
how I condemned myself that I had 
not preaohed the simple gospel in its 
airaplest manner! Now I felt the 
meaning of the Saviour's words, ^^Feed 
tny lamJbM." But Harvey seemed to 
have learned the way of salvation, 
and to have cast his soul upon Christ. 
My heart was drawn towards him 
with unspeakable yearnings. At this 
distance of time I dare not trust my- 
self with an attempt to relate his con- 
rersation. Suffice it to say, that I 
could not but regard him as a child of 



God. I gazed at his palsied limbs. 
This, then, thought I, is the idiot ! 
But he knows he is a sinner ; and he 
knows Jesus Christ I He is ^^Vfise 
unto sahationJ^^ Harvey " did «not 
know much," but "The entrance of 
thy words giveth light ; it giveth un- 
derstan4in^ unto the simple." How 
will he shine in wisdom; how will 
his palsied tongue be unloosed in 
praise, when many of the wise of this 
world will curse their wisdom, that 
in its foolishness "knew not God!'^ 
" Harvey knows better than he dots?* 
A thousand times have the words 
rung in my ears. I have thought how 
little knowledge is needed to convince 
a human soul of sin ; and how little of 
the wisdom of this world is necessarr 
in order to make men wise unto sal- 
vation ! Henceforth I will not despair 
of leading a child or an idiot to Christ, 
provided he l^as understanding to per- 
ceive, that he "knows better then he 

OOES." B. 



A SINNER TAKEN AT BIS WOUn. 

J was an unprincipled, profane 

and intemperate man. As he left his 
house one day, in a rage of passion, 
his wife inquir^, where he was going. 
His answer was, " 1 am going to helU^ 
These were the last words he ever 
spoke to her. 'She saw him no more, 
till his remains in the last stages of 
dissolution, were brought in from a 
neighboring nbwn some weeks after, 
for interment in the grave-yard of his 
native village. It appeared, that on 
leaving hb hon^e, he had obtained a 
horse and wagon, to go to a town about 
ten miles distant On his way, he had 
to cross one of the largest rivers of 
New-England. When he came to it, 
it was evening, his horse was blind, 
and he was intoxicated. The bridge 
was, in some way, missed, and the 
horse and his driver were plunged 
down the bank into the stream below. 
It was a melancholy sight to look 
upon the hearse as it was conveying^ 
the remains of this poor man to the 
ffrave. It was painful to think of his 
last words to her, whom he should 
have loved and cherished, and of the 
fearful probability there was, that his 
awful prediction had been verified in « 
moment when he thought not of it. 
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THE GREAT EAST. 



This is an appellation sometimes plea^ 
santly applied to the State of Mains, in 
order to intimate to the benevolent, that the 
** Gbeat West*' is not the only important 
field of labor and promise in the United 
States. We propose to give a few particu- 
lars sustaining the claim of Maine to the phi- 
lanthropic attention of those who labor for 
the moral interests of our country. 

PHYSICAL ASPECT. 

At a genera] view, Maine presents a surface 
inclining from the northern bolder ta the 
«ea on the south. The ranges which sepa- 
rate the American from the Canadian terri- 
tory, when viewed from the North, exhibit a 
chain of mountains of from two thousand to 
four thousand feet elevation, descending rug- 
ged and precipitous to the St. Lawrence. 
The aspect of the southern declivity is very 
different; the country sloping so gradually 
towards the sea, that its surface appears 
comparatively low, and in some cases the 
streams for many miles pass with but gentle 
current. After this, when theyTecede fiirther 
from the main ridge, the current becomes 
more sensible, in some places rapid, but still 
for the most part unbroken ; and the general 
declivity, as indicated by the rivers, is gradual 
until they are lost in the tide waters of the 
Atlantic. This fertile expanse lying so fairly 
to the sun, is diversified by undulations which 
allow the country generally to be charac- 
terized neither as level nor as hilly, but par- 
taking of both features. The margins of the 
streams, and the vicinity of the sea, are com- 
paratively level, while in the remoter districts 
the hills here and there swell into mountains, 
detached and in groups, and are covered with 
the valuable lumba which constitutes, at 
present, one of the staple i^oducuons of 
TOL. X. 20 



Maine. The coast is indented with nume- 
rous bays, whose various iulets and channels 
interlacing with each other, form innumera- 
ble beautiful islands and harbors. The 
whole country is well watered with lakes 
and rivers, and for scenery, and for purity 
and salubrity of atmosphere, it presents at- 
tractions which must, to New-Englanders 
at least, counterbalance the boasted exube- 
rance of the prairies of the West. Notwith- 
standing an impression formerly prevailed 
that the climate of Maine was uncongenial, 
and the soil rugged and unfavorable to the 
successful pursuit of agriculture, or the com- 
fortable support of a dense population, it is 
ascertained from statistical sources that, ex- 
ceptmg New-Hampshire and Vermont, a 
greater proportion of the inhabitants are en- 
gaged in agriculture, than any ether Atlantic 
state north of Virginia. 

EXTENT AND POPULATION. 

Maine is the last of the northern sister- 
hood of states, having received a constitu- 
tion only seventeen years ago. She baa 
a tenitory of 33,000 square miles, precisely 
equal to the area of all the rest of New-En- 
gland. The population (estimating on the 
basis of the census of 1830, and the average 
ratio of previous increase) must now be 
about 620,000 ; and promises to amount to 
more than 700,000, by the year 1850, without 
the aid of any other causes than the natural 
increase alone. But it is to be considered 
that a few of the last years have given a 
great impulse to the lumber business, and, in 
consequence, that speculations in the tim- 
bered lands have tended to interest a great 
number of persons in every part of New- 
England and the middle states in the owner- 
ship of those lands. A targe amount of 
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capital, belonging to persons of enterprise, 
has thus been placed in circumstances to be 
unproductive, unless the exportation of lum- 
ber shall be carried on with considerable 
vigor. To sustain this a similar increase 
must take place in the agricultural operations 
of the state. Consequently, the population 
may rationally be eipscted to advanos at a 
ratio greater than the mere natural increase. 
And especially is this expectation justified 
by the consideration, that in proportion to 
the territory over which the settlements of 
Maine have actually extmdedj the density of 
population is at least equal to the average of 
the northern and middle states. Some cu- 
rious statistical calculations in " Greenleaf s 
View of Maine," present the result, that if 
we take 1000 as a standard of comparison, 
the physical strength and productive ability 
of the average of the United States is 816, 
New-Hampshire and Vermont are 995, while 
Maine stands the highest of all, bemg 996. 

MINISTEBS AND CHVBCHBS. 

The statistical data necessary to an exact 
survey of the ecclesiastical condition of 
Maine are not now in our possession. 
Enough, however, is known to stir up 
anxiety and effort in reference to provision 
for the future. Since the year 1820, the ave- 
rage increase in the number of congrega- 
tional churches has been about five per an- 
num . The*average increase of minister a has, 
however, been only about ten in three years, 
or three and a third per annum—thus leav- 
mg, at the end of every thfee years, five ad- 
ditional churches for which no ministerial 
supply is provkled. 

Again; for the last eighteen years the 
population of Maine has increased at an ave- 
rage rate of 12,000 per annum. Allowing 
that adequate provision is made by other 
evangelical denominations for half of this 
increase, and the remaining 6,000 constitme 
the yearly addition to the subjects of Chris- 
tian effort on the part of the Congrega- 
tional churches. To meet this increase there 
ought to be at least six additional pastors set- 
tled yearly, and probably, for a few years past, 
even more than this has been done. But on 
the average of eighteen years, the increase 
of pastors is only three and a tiiird per an- 
num, showing a deficit, on the whole, that 



demands the attention of all who labor and 
pray for Zion. 

KAINl mSSIONAmT SOCIXTT. 

Maine owes much to her Missionary So- 
ciety. It was formed in 1807, and though tt9 
progress has been slow, fi-om the nature of 
the obstacles encountered, it has gone for- 
ward with a steady step. We have no 
means of stating definitely the number of 
Congregational and Presbyterian ministers 
in that state, but fi-om the best data it is esti- 
mated that there are 150, of whom no less 
than 107 receive Missionary aid for more or 
less of the year. At least three-fifths of 
the Congregational churches have been 
fostered by the Maine Missionary Society, 
and without its assistance they must either 
have never existed, or have pined aways 
short and feeble life) and sunk again into 
darkness. The Christians of that state 
should therefore cherish this institution a» 
their alTna maten-^^ne to whom their obliga- 
tions, under God, are immeasurable. And it 
is not without a feeling of gratefil reverence 
that we turn over the early reports of the 
Society, and recur to the trying times, wfatn 
the country was new, and the friends of re* 
ligion were rare, and benevolence was not 
fashionable, and see the faith and labors of 
Sewall, and Scott, and Bayley, and GilleV 
and Jenks, and Thurston, Mkd ethers, in thie 
blessed cause. And we cannot hot aak with 
deep solicitude, whether their sueoessore 
in the ministry, and their sons and daugh- 
ters ui the churches of Maine^ wiU^ in this 
day of eaterpriae, suffer the work to Ian* 
guirii which tihty began and carried forward 
m the days of darkness and difficulty 1 For 
ourselves, we cannot but express our confi- 
dence that the vigor uf rdigieus principle in 
that state will rise equal to the demand of ite 
increasing thousands. Its flourishing theo- 
k>gical seminary, so HberaUy endowed, and 
so deeply rooted in the afi^tiens of the 
churches, is a source from wfaiek a ministry 
of elevated character may be expected. The 
present pastors of that state are a band of 
brethren of uncommon worth. There i? • 
strong' firatemal sympathy, a mntnal respect 
and oonfidenee, amid all the agitations of 
the age^ and in despite of the diflferences on 
minor points, whiah distinguish, but do net 
divide them firom each other. The meatinge 
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of their General ConfiBrence are characterized 
by an devated tone of spirituality and Chris- 
tian enteipriie. From all theae auspicious 
circumstances we hope well for Maine. We 
believe that God is in the midst of her, and 
expect to be able to trace the operations of 
his Spirit in the hberality and promptitude 
with which her churches will meet the exi- 
gencies of his kingdom among them. And 
this is not all ; from the enlightened policy 
by which her institutions are conducted, and 
the evangelical character of her churches— 



their doctrinal steadfastness and their order, 
we look to " THE Gbeat East" for a laige 
share of that pilgrim spirit of faith and en- 
terprise which is to evangelize the mighty 
*' West." Thus, eventually, the extremes of 
our land, combining their ef[brts with the 
central portions, shall pour their united in- 
fluences abroad over the heathen world, and 
aid in the adiievement of a final victory over 
the empire of sin, and the establishment of 
the imivere>al reign of Christ upon its ruins. 



CORRESPONDENCE OF THE A. H. M. S, 



REVIVALS. 

We continue, from last momh, our notices 
of the good work which the Lord is doing 
through the instrumentality of our Mission- 
aries in various parts of the country. May 
we not hope that the benign influences of the 
Spirit of revival, the Spirit of peace will come 
over the agitated minds of men, like that 
voice which spake to the storm and the waves 
of Galilee, "Peace, be still!" when the sea 
and the winds obeyed him ! 

From Rev, J. TuUle^ Jefferson^ Franklin 
Co.j O. 

A short time after my last report, a pro- 
tracted meeting was commenced at Lima. 
it was a meetmg of considerable interest, 
and attended with some pleasing results. It 
kept increasing daily until the Sabbath, 
when the large barn, in which it was held, 
could not contain the people. While it is 
believed that Christians were edified— many 
from the different denominations, and 
strangers, were much impressed, the issue of 
whose cases we cannot ascertain — there 
were six cases of hopeful conversion 
in our own society. The husband, in 
two cases ; the husband and wife, in one 
case; the wife in one case; and a young 
lady, the daughter of a pious mother, in an- 
other. One old backslider was quickened 
ao as again to resume his family devotions. 
There were therefore four new family- 
altars erected, which remain to this day. 
Also since that meeting, a Sabbath school 
has been in successful operation, numbering 
about 35 scholars, and in such hands, as pro- 
mise to carry it through all the visicissitudes 
of the year. 

He adds, that a Presbyterian Church 
was to be organized in that place on the 
12th November. 



Fr<m Rev. S. Cowles^ EUicoitviUe, Chau- 
toAiquej Cotrnti/f .V. Y. 
In my last I mentioned that there was 

2uite an interesting state of things in 
rreat Valley ^ which is the south pwt of ray 
society. Fifteen or twenty give good evi- 
dence of a change of heart: fifteen have 
united with my church, and two or three 
more probably will hereafter, and the Test 
have joined the Methodists and Baptists. 
There is still a good state of feeling among 
the people there, and I hope rather an in- 
crease of feeling among the people in this 
village. 



From Rev. C. Smithy BoUon^ Wa/rr^ Co.j 
N. Y. 

God has been |^raciously pleased to come 
over the mountains of our sins, and visit 
these ends of the earth, with the special out- 
pouring of his Spirit. I will give you some 
account of the commencement and progress 
of the work. 

Some three weeks since, our Methodist 
brethren held their quarterly meeting in this 
place, and as they had no convenient place 
for meeting, we invited them into our 
church. We had agreed to make some 
special efforts preparatory to the regular 
quarterly meeting, and we did, by com- 
mencing on Wec&esday evening, and con- 
tinuing our meetings up to the Sabbath. 
My people united most cordially, and on 
Sabbath day we all sat down in beautiful 
harmony to the table of our common Lord. 
The Holy Spirit was evidently poured out 
on that occasion, in good measure, and sin- 
ners were pricked in their hearts. On that 
evening I should think as nvany as twenty 
were seen weeping over their sins. The 
meetings were continued in the evening and 
increas^ in interest. A meeting has been 
held three miles from my church, at the 
place where our Methodist brethren usually 
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worshipj and I have continued them in my 
own society, and the Lord has been with us 
at both places, and wrought mightily by 
his Spirit. No discord, no jealousy exists 
between them and ourselves, but an exam- 
ple of cordiality and Christian feeling I 
think seldom surpassed. 
But I must speak more particularly of the 
•rogress of the work in my own society, 
lecause I can do it with more correctness. 
The work at present seems marked and 
powerful in this quarter of the town, sur- 
passing, altogether, any thing 1 have ever 
experienced in this place. Bome twenty 
years sinCe there was a revival in this 
place, which was called a great worl(, but 
those who passed through that inform me 
that it was nothing like the present work 
in power. Every appearance at present 
is that of a real work of the Spirit of God, 
deep, and in this quarter overwhelming. 
I have seen nothing as yet savoring of 
distempered feeling — nothing having the 
appearance of mere " animalism." X^ere 
is, in most of the converts, a remarkable ap- 
pearance of calmness, intelligence and de- 
'cision. Some of the cases are most striking, 
but I have no time to go into detail. The 
Church manifestly has repented, is humbled, 
rejoiciilg. Backsliders are reclaimed. I 
have heard professors, whose voices I have 
never before heard in a public religious as-> 
Asmbly, with apparent brokenness of heart 
and contrition of spirit, rise and confess 
their sins, and most affectingly plead with 
the sinner. O, 1 have seen wondrous 
shin^, and heaid wondrous things recently. 
" Glory to God in the highest r Blessed 
be his holy name for ever and ever ! But 
other parts of the town are also blessed. I 
learn that the work is spreading wider and 
wider, and that shoutings of grace are 
heard in different sections of the town. 

There are at present indications that God 
is pouring out his Spirit in other towns in 
this county. 

The following was written some weeks 
later than the preceding, and is the latest 
informatiou received. 

I feel called upon to bless God for having 
permitted me to pass the first quarter of my 
present missionary year in circumstances 
so auspicious. I trust my spiritual strength 
has been renewed, and that if ever I have felt 
like giving my whole self to the work of the 
Lord, it is now. So far as I am able to 
judgCj the work is still advancing. Of the 
number of hopeful conversions, in* the dif- 
ferent neighborhoods in town, I have no 
means at present of determining, I think, 
' however, that it probably exceeds one hun- 
dred in all. It is proper to state here that 
fheire are iJarts societies in town, ft Pres^ 



b3rterian. Baptist,' and Methodist, and each 
of these has been more or less blessed, and 
additions have been made to the several 
churches. Sabbath before last was our re- 
gular quarterly communion. On that oc- 
casion tburteen were received to the fellow- 
ship and communion of the Church on 
profession of their faith. It was an interes- 
ting — a delightful season. I think it is pro- 
bable ^at some more may offer themselves 
to the session for examination during the 
present week. I think no renval has ever 
been known in this town so general as this. 
And we hear that God is also pouring out 
his Spirit upon other towns in this county. 
The prospect for this church is at present 
encouraging. Harmony prevails, and I 
think also a spirit of prayer and disposition 
to labor for the Lord. Grod grant that what- 
ever the experience of this people may be, 
they may not forget their obligations to the 
Home Missionary Society. In due time 
I intend to make an effort here in its behalf. 
Dear brethren, pray for us as a people— pray 
for your unworthy Missionary, and rejoice 
with him that sinners are here repenting. 



GENTLE D£WS. 

From a MirisUr in Indiana. 
1 rejoice to say that the past year has 
been one of great mercy to this little branch 
of Zion. It has indeed been with us a 
year of the right hand of the Lord. JThough 
we have not enjoyed an extensive revival 
of reli^on, yet the Lord has been with us, 
by the influences of the Holy Spirit, giving 
emcacy to his own truth, in the awakening 
and salvation of sinners. 

During the past year we have had four 
communion seasons; all of which were 
marked with more than usual solemnity 
and deep feeling ; and for more than a year, 
we have not nad a communion season 
where some additions have not been made 
to our little church. Our two last com- 
munions were peculiarly interesting and 
solemn. The Spirit of God was evidently 
in the midst of us, quickening his dear 
children, and awakening sinners. The first 
of these meetings, was held in a neighbor- 
hood about seven miles distant, where a 
number of the members of our church re- 
side, early in the month of September. 
Though this meeting was attended at a 
private house, in the midst of a dense fo- 
rest, with no other dwelling in sight, we 
all felt that it was good to be there, for God 
was there. Never before had I seen so 
much deep feeling manifested in any of my 
congregations. Christians were greatly 
stirred up to earnest prayer, and a goodly 
number came to us with the jailer's anx- 
ious inquiry, " What must Ive do to be 
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saved." It was pecuUAly solemn and in- 
teresting to go out, in the stillness of the 
evening, into the woods, (this was our only 
place for retirement,) and hear the voice of 
earnest prayer from the lips of a father, 
ascending up amidst the tall forest trees, as 
he agonized for his anxious son. That son 
has since indulged a hope, and united with 
the people of God. Two, on that occasion, 
united with the Church on examination. 

Our last communion meeting was held 
here in the second week of November. It 
commenced on Friday and closed on Mon- 
day, and was, in all respects, as interest- 
ing as the preceding. As many as four- 
teen came forward to ask the prayers of 
Christians^ while there were others in the 
congregation who were more or less anx- 
ious. The meetings were well attended 
throughout, and increased in interest until 
the close. Eight on this occasion were 
added to our little church, four by letter 
and four on examination. And all of these, 
except two, were the heads of young fami- 
lies. There are some others now indulging 
hopes. 

Thus the Lord has blessed and strength- 
ened this feeble church. During the past 
year, fourteen have been addeid to this 
church, five by letter and nine on examina- 
tion. In other respects, we can see that the 
cause of truth is gradually making pro- 
gress among us. The Sabbath is less 
openly violated ; temperance principles are 
constantly gaining^ ground; opposition 
to Sabbath schools is diminishing, and the 
|>eople generally are becoming more atten- 
tive to religious meetings. 



FVom Bev. P. Camp^ La-FargeviUe^ N. Y. 

[n making my report of service ending 
the last of November, 1837, the God of all 
consolation has put it into my power to 
send you glad tidings from the church of 
Plessis, to whom I administer the word one 



half of my time, while the other half is expen- 
ded in Orleans and vicinity. That church, 
at the time of my engagement, consisted of 
about 50 members, had a well conducted 
Sabbath school, a harmonious and watchful 
session, butcomplained of general stupidity, 
and felt the need of stated ministerial la- 
bors. Previous to this, for several years 
past, they had been but partially supplied 
with the means of grace, and for one year 
past, only one quarter of the time by a min- 
ister 24 miles distant, and for six months just 
previous, had enjoyed, I think, but one or 
two Sabbath services of Presbyterian min- 
isters. At my second week's visit, after 
preaching a few times in adjacent settle- 
ments, and making several family visits, I 
discovered signs of the convicting operations 
of the Spirit ; and on Sabbath afternoon, and 
especially in the evening, there were strik- 
ing manifestations of the presence of God. 
On Monday evening, there were still more j 
and by Tuesday evening about a dozen 
wert found rejoicing in the hope of salva- 
tion. Afler a week's absence I found the 
Spirit had not withdrawn his influences. 
The work has gradually advanced from 
that to this, (Dec. 6th,) and is still making 
process. Previous to the ^ork, in con- 
nexion with the session 1 had received seven 
members, six of them on confession, and 
one since. Of the converts, in addition, 
seventeen have been examined who will re- 
main a season under consideration and in- 
struction of the session, ere they vote their 
reception. This they deemed the more ne- 
cessary as the majorit^r were young. The 
prospeet is, that during the season the 
church win have received thirty members — 
perhaps forty--to its communion. 

The temperance cause and the Sabbath 
school are there receiving very encoutaffing 
support, and the A. H. M. S. will share 
liberal donations, considering the limited 
means of the church. lam greatly encou- 
raged in my labors with that people. 



REPORTS OF MISSIONARIES. 



TESTIMONY 

IN FAVOR OF TBE A. H. M. 8. 

The following is the testimony of a Mmis- 1 
ter, who has known the operations of the-A. 
H. M. S. both in the Southern and Western 
States. Having recently been compelled to 
change his field of labor in consequence of 
enfeebled health, he has sent us this unsoli- 
cited testimony, which we publish for the 
gratification of those firiends of Christ and 



the Society, who in former year^ as well if 
in the dark hours of the present *' pressure," 
have stood by us with their sympathy and 
their timely aid. 

I take leave of the Society with feelings 
which I da not well know how to descnM. 
I have never felt so much the approbation 
of heaven, as when, in years past, sus- 
tained by your Society, I nave proclaimed 
salvation to the lost in destitute regions. 
And in the great day of eternity there will 
be thousands ft)uiKl who will bUiss God that 
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the A. H. M. S. was formed and sustained 
to send to them the word of life. It is just 
what is needed in this mighty West.— 
When I remember what it has done, I am 
astonished that there can be found friends 
of the Redeemer to oppose it. It has sup- 
ported many ministers whilst they have 
carried the gospel to the destitute: it has 
enabled many feeble churches to obtain the 
living minister to break to them the bread 
of life. It has planted hundreds of churches 
where, but fgr it, there would have been 
no church. It has carried the gospel to 
many- that were in the way to hell, who 
now rejoice in the liberty of the children of 
God. And it has carried the gospel to 
many of the people of God, scattered among 
the prairies, and by the groves and streams 
of the West, and eternity alone can un- 
fold the good it has done.. It lives in the 
hearts of Christians who will sustain it by 
their prayers and contributions. The ap- 
probation of heaven rests upon it, and will 
rest upon it, while it takes the course it has 
done m years past. 



ANOTHER WITNESS. 

About the time the foregoing was received, 
another similiar expression was sent us from 
a former Missionary, written on cloaiog his 
connexion with the Society. The scene of 
his observation lay in western New- York. 

In closing my labor as your Missionary, 
I cannot refrain from expressing my appro- 
bation of the efficient aid afforded by yoi^r 
Society to our feeble churches. Although 
considerable additions are made to these 
churches from time to time, yet, on account 
of the floating character of the population, 
in many cases, they require assistance for 
a longer time than might have been antici- 
pated. But as they send out their colonies 
to the various quarters of the land, they go 
to build up other churches, and to strengthen 
the outposts of Zion. 



STILL ANOTHER. 

FVom a Minister in Indiana. 
" You have our most hearty and sincere 
thanks for the kind aid your Society has 
afforded us, not only during the Icist year, 
but from the first. This church, and all the 
churches in this county, have been fed by 
your bounty. Under Uod, jrouf Society is 
to us like the tree planted in the midst of 
the rivers, * whose leaves are for the healing 
of the nations.* " 

BEMABK8. 

Such testimonials might be multiplied to 
ali^ost any extent. Without acjding any 
others at th« prefent lime, we beg leave to 



state, in a simple'iiitnner, the gro«mds of the 
great homb miisionabv cuinf, not to inform 
but to refresh the minds of our fiiende, and 
the friends of our country, lest, in the din of 
noiaier in^jrests, this stupendous work should 
be comparatively neglected. 

There are in the new states of Ohio, Indi- 
ana, Michigan, Illinois, Missouri, &c., great 
numbers of people who have no regular 
preaching of the Grospel. Many of them, 
from ignorance, bad education, and the ia- 
flnence of Catholics and Infiddi, do not desire 
an mtelligent religion ever to come among 
them. Very many, however, are anxious 
for the means of grace. They remember the 
happy days when they lived at the East, and 
when they had Sabbaths, and Ghorches, 
and Pastors, and Schools. Now they look 
around them and see their neighbors living 
and dying without the Grospel, and their own 
children growing up without religious in- 
struction; and then* hearts are filled with 
sorrow. They are willing to do what they 
can to obtain preaching, but in some places 
they are too few; in others, too poor; in 
others, they do not know what steps to take, 
or where to look for a minister, or else there 
IB none to take the lead m the woik. 

Besides the foregoing, there are many 
towns, villages, and neighborhoods in the 
Eastern States, where there are chuwAes 
formed, but where sufficient means cannot 
be raised to support the Gospel. A little at- 
sistance would enable them to have regular 
preaching ; but for want •f that little they 
remain destitute. 

To supply these necessities, the HOME 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY was established. 
It seeks suitable ministers, sends them out 
to the destitute fields, gathers the people into 
churches, and by lending a helping hand, en- 
courages them to help themselves. Feeble 
and languishing congregations are in this 
way strengthened, and thousands of souls 
hear the gospel, who, without these efforts, 
might have perished in ignorance and sin. 

This Society has been laboring eleven 
years and a half. In that time it has, each 
year, aided from 200 to 1000 congregations, 
and employed from 170 to 800 Missionaries. 
It is estunated, that more than 40,000 per- 
sons have been converted and added to the 
churches during this period. In some states 
a large shara of all that has been done to pro- 
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mote religion, has been done by means of 
this Society. 



Prom a Missionary Report. 

CARES OF THIS LIFE. 

Many good people entertain romantic 
ideas ot the character and work of the Mis- 
sionary. Hence they are often disappointed, 
and blame the laborer for want of success, 
when, if they only considered the many 
and various cares which come upon him 
daily, they would often wonder that he ac- 
complishes as much as he does. 

August 30^. — In accordance with one 
requirement of my commission, I will state 
some trials of a temporal character which 
have hindered me in my work this year. 

First — I found it absolutely neeessary in 
order to my being useful here to devote 
more time and strength to the erection of a 
comfortable dwelling than would seem, at 
first sight, compatible with devotedness to 
the gospel ministry. Through the ^od- 
ness of Gh)d I have now a comparatively 
comfortable dwelling. 

Second — My horse, which would have 
readily sold on the first of last April for 
^tOO cash in hand, being a hardy animal 
and a rapid traveller, has ever since that 
time been so much afflicted with divers 
diseases, as to be for the most of the time 
not only entirely useless, but also requiring 
more or less of my time in order to save 
him. The strong probability is, that I 
must lose my horse after all. 

Third— -My cow, for which I paid $35 in 
May last, left me some time since. I tra- 
velled, in all, 130 miles in order to find her, 
and then gave it up as a hopeless case. I 
now have to buy my butter or do without it. 
She was worth $2 per week to my family 
at the time of her leaving us. 

Nov,— I have not heiud from my cow 
since the middle of August, and proba- 
bly never shall again. My horse died 
al)oat the middle of September. Through 
the kindness of an individual, (who be- 
longs to no church,) I have the use of 
a horse for the present, for the keeping; 
so that lean get about as well as ever, other- 
wise I know not what I shouki do till able 
to buy another, which I could not do at 
present. ' 

The church in this place is so much 
straitened for money for necessary uses that 
I have not deemed it expedient to call on 
them to aid your Society this year. One 
family here has done nearly one hundred 
dollars towards my support this year. That 
family is much in debt, and I don't think I 
Ought to call on it at present. I am now 
in debt to one of our cburch members about 
50 dollars, which will be due this month, on 



which I am paying interest, and hafve been 
almost a year. He stands in great need of 
that money to pay his debts which ought 
to have "been paid ere this, and I have no 
way to get it except from your Society. I 
also stand in need of money for necessary 
uses other than for the purpose of buying 
a cow and a horse. 



" RELIGION WHICH BEARS TRANSPORTATION." 

What Christian does no^ feel his cheek 
suffused with a blush at the bare implica- 
tion, in the above title, that there is some 
religion which does not bear transportation! 
And yet it is a fact most painfully confirmed 
by the reports of Missionaries in the new 
states, that multitudes, who, when siup- 
rounded by the infiuences of their eastern 
homes, snstainisd a respectable standing in 
the church, when they reach the West, and 
are thrown into another atmosphere, their 
religion is found not to " bear transporta- 
tion," but loses its savor, and is thenceforth 
good for nothing but to be '* cast out and 
trodden under foot of men." Again and 
again have we called attention to this fact : 
and now affectionately commend to the 
churches in the older states to take good 
heed to their members — to labor for their 
purity as well as for their increase in num- 
bers — so that they may have a religion 
which will not only bear transportation' 
from one part of the world to another, but 
what is of infinitely greater importance to 
the individuals themselves^ will bear inspec- 
tion at the bar of God. 

We have a number of young men here 
(of different denominations,) who thought 
their religion would bear transportation; 
consequently they brought it along with 
them, and as Abraham set up his altar 
wherever he pitched his tent, so have they. 

I preach at four different places on the 
Sabbath. My meetings are generally well 
attended and apparently very solemn. — 
Three only have been added to the Church 
since I last reported, and those by letter. I 
feel ashamed to make such a statement, but 
it is true. There is about a score who, it 
was thought when I came here, would in 
the course of six months from that time join 
thisChurch,but itbas since been ascertamed 
that the most of them have not their letters, 
and what is worse, they don't seem to care 
whether they get them or not. They con- 
duct as though they thought that coming to 
this country gave them leave of absence 
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from, thee kurch and its duties for ever. I 
have nerer heard that any one of them 
have objections to my preachingi either 
as to matter or manner, or to my labors 
in any respect, or any objections to the 
church. I seriously fear that some of them 
''went out from ^'the eastern churches, 
because they were not of " them.** Some 
of these, I believe, however, expect to get 
letters by and by. O how much we need a 
poioerfui revival of pure and wndefUed re- 
ligion here to root out selfishness and pride ^ 
the love of the world and the fear of the 
world, and brine back wandering sheep 
into the fold of Christ. 



MISSOURI. 

The following sutements respecting Mis- 
souri, are forwarded by a gentleman whose 
facilities for obtaining information are pecu- 
liariy good, and in whose rq>ort of foots we 
place great confidence. We hope to have it 
in our power soon to add other particulars, 
showing the claims of that state on the at- 
tention of those whose hearts are filled with 
the desire of spreading the gospel of the Sa- 
viour among the destitute. 

Missouri contains more square miles than 
any state in the Union *, and is rapidl^ filling 
up with a population, almost exclusively 
southern and south-western. The popula- 
tion of the state, at this time, including the 
present season's emigration, is estimated at 
from 250 to 280,000. 

In the south-eastern section, extending 
firom Missouri river to the southern bound- 
ary of the state^ 200 miles, and 50 to 60 in 
breadth, comprising 12 counties, with a po- 

fulation of about 60,000, there are fifteen 
^resbyterian churches, (unless two or 
three by neglect have become extince,) and 
five ministers and two licentiates only. 

In south-western Missouri, embracing 
all west of the territory just described, and 
south of the Missouri Kiver, save one tier of 
counties adjoining, a country measuring 
east and west not less than ^l60 miles by 
5300 north and south, with a population of 
30 to 40,000, there is one Presbyterian 
church and one minister, who gains his 
support by farming; and one Congrega- 
tional church near the western boundary, 
organized by Rev. Mr. Dodge, Missionanr 
of^. B. C. P. M. to the Osages. Mr. D. 
has for a few years ministered to this 
church, but is now about leaving the state. 
In the north-eastern section, extending 
from the Missouri River to the north bound- 
ary about 150 miles, and from 50 to 60 in 
widthj 12 counties, with a population of 
from 60 to 70,000, there are fifteen or sixteen 
Presbyterian churches, and, exclusive of 



teachers connected with Marion College, 
six ministers and two licentiates. 

In the north-western section, covrien^ all 
the state not specified, except the Platte 
River country, 16 counties, according to 
Mitchell's map, a territory nearly 150 miles 
sauare, with a population of from 70 to 
90,000. there are eleven or twelve Presbyte- 
rian .churches, with three Presbyterian mi- 
nisters and two licentiates. 

The Platte River section, which has re> 
qently been annexed to the state, embracing 
as many square miles probably as New- 
Jersey, IS fast populating. To this part of 
our state, emigJUiion,atthis time, is chiefly 
directed. Some tens of thousands must 
have already located there: and upon this 
large territory, unless it be the Rev. Mr. 
Jones, who is near the line, there is neither 
a minister nor a church of the Pmbyteriaik 
denomination. 

The above statements are submitted to- 
show, that in efforts to evangelize our coun- 
try, Missouri hitherto has been greatly 
overlooked. It is true that the Methodists,. 
Cumberland Presbyterians, and Baptists, 
have done something to supply this lack in~ 
our denomination. But it is to be remem- 
bered that the Campbellites, and the Stone- 
ites, and the Mormonites, and the Tom 
Painites, and various errorists, have also- 
been busy. 

But taking this community as it is, with 
all that has been done, it is heart-sickening 
to contemplate the immorality and impiety 
that pervades it, and which may be traced to 
the absence of salutary evangelical instruc- 
tions. The Sabbath is desecrated, and that 
too by professors of every denomination ; if 
not by the usual secular pursuits of the 
week, yet by travelling, visiting, conversa- 
tion upon every worldly topic, and fre- 
quently by trading, the execution of notes, 
and the like, among neighbors, at the door 
of the church, or the pllice of convocation. 
Family worriiip, and the religious instruc- 
tion of children, and particularly of ser- 
vants, are by many professors totally ne- 
glected. Grenerally, except among Presby- 
terians, the people are opposed to paying 
for preaching. While this state of things- 
continues, and until a change shall be SC- 
fected through the influence of a pious and 
educated ministry, the gospel must be sup- 
ported in Missouri through Domestic Mis- 
sionary Societies. And to the A. H. M. 
Society mainly are our desires and hope» 
for succour and salvation directed. Shall 
welookin vmnl 



jRrom Rev. F. Bascom, Pekin^ lU: 

HOMB MISSIONART EFFORTS IN TAZEWELL CO-r 
ILL. 

Your bounty hat not been in vain in thift 
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county. Here are three ministers, and also 
three churches, gathered by your Mission- 
aries, and taught so to prize the means of 
grace, that they cannot be deprived of them. 
But for your Society, so tar as we can 
judge, no Presbyterian Church would yet 
have been planted in Tazewell. 



INDIANA. 

Extracts from the Report of Rev. J. M. 

Wheelockj Greencastle, Putnam Co.^ hid. 

Since my last report, was made sixteen 
have been added to this churcli — seven by 
profession, and nine by letter. 

In reviewing the past, I havp reason to 
believe, on the whole, that my poor and im- 
perfect labois have not been wholly in vain 
in the Lord. The cause of Christ and the 
various institutions among us connected 
with its prosperity, are on the advance. I 
think I can say, with truth and gratitude, 
that the standard of piety in this church is 
btcotyung more elevated. Never in the 
seven years that I have been in the West, 
have 1 iVlt so much encouragement in my 
appropriate work, as I do now; and never 
as now have 1 seen such a field of useful- 
ness before me. O for a heart to feel more 
my responsibility I I cannot resist the im- 
pression that the Lord has great spiritual 
blessings in store for this people. 

We have some precious Christians here, 
who are far from being " at ease in Zion," 
who love to pray and agonize at a throne 
of grace. There are, at this time, a few 
mercy drops descending upon us. A few 
hopeful conversions have lately taken place, 
and our meetings are attended with a solemn 
interest. We have a weekly meeting for 
prayer for the S. school, and a monthly 
meeting to devise plans of improvement, 
and for mutual advice and consultation. 
Many of the children appear deeply inte- 
rested and solemn, and the teachers address 
the hearts and consciences of the children 
more than formerly. This is to be the 
principle nursery of the church. Our Bible 
class is attended by all the t«achers, and by 
many others. Its meetings are among the 
most profitable we have. 

Benevolent Institutions. 
The subiect of Foreign and of Home 
Missions nas been repeatedly presented 
from the pulpit with a happy influence. 
M^iiiy of our members are beginning to 
realize that they are the stewards of God, 
and feel quite interested in the universal 
spread of the Gospel. 

Temperance. 

This cause has received a little check by 
tome division of its friends on the wine 
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qu^ion. But the principle of total absti- 
nence is gaining friends by the agitation. 
This village, which two years ago contain- 
ed six groceries, now has none. One man 
continued to sell without license, (the license 
being $100,) and was indicted in several 
bills at our last court, as a public nuisance. 

Preaching and other labor. 

Once in three months I attend a sacra- 
mental meeting with Brother Woods, at 
Putnaniville ; also at Pleasant Garden ; also 
once in three months with Brother Shields 
at Poplar Spring. I attend a similar 
meeting ten miles north of this place. One 
Sabbath a month I preach in some neigh- 
borhood in the country near enough to en- 
able me to return to preach in town at night, 
I attend the Bible class and' preach twice on 
the Sabbath, and sometimes attend the Sab- 
bath school, besides week-day lectures in 
the country and town, and three evening 
prayer meetings, and teach a singing 
school. All these objects, toother with fa- 
mily visitation, and my duties to my own' 
afflicted family, keep me very busy. 
Through the blessing of God, my own 
health was never better. 



"intelligent infidels." 

We hear the epithet "intelligent" often 
applied to men who openly avow their disbe- 
lief of the Bible. Now, while we do not deny 
that there are some that do this who are in- 
telligent on other subjects, we are yet to be 
convinced that such are often found, who 
have studied the great question of the truth 
of the Christian religion, so as really to be 
^'intelh'gent" on ^Ao^ subject. Sceptics often 
make great pretensions to learning and intel- 
lectual superiority, by which the humble 
Christian may be overawed, and frightened 
from the field of discussion. The following 
anecdote shows the result, when the boasted 
intelligence of scepticism is brought to the 
test. The individual alluded to is the same 
whom we formerly mentioned, as vaunting 
his knowledge of the original scriptures, and 
as bemg put to silence by a Missionary's 
taking from his pocket a copy of the original, 
when the pretender was forced to confess he 
could not read a word. 

A discussion was commenced by his af- 
firming that " there ^vas no difiTerence be- 
tween the Protestant and CathoUc priests." 
I inquired if " he was well acquainted 
with the Catholics!'' " Yes, 1 know all 
about them." ^' How have you obtained 
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your information 1" " By reading. I read 
a large book on that subject." '* What 
was tne title of the book 1" " I don't re- 
collect. It was a good njany years ago." 
** What did that book treat oiV^ " 1 don't 
now recollect, it was so long ago." " Will 
you tell us the names of some of the ablest 
Catholic writers'?" " There was — let me 
see — what was his name 7 I don't just 
jiow recollect any one." " Then you can- 
not be well acquainted with their opinions 
or practices." I then repealed to him a 
very immoral sentiment contained in Gib- 
bon's " Autobiography." He replied, " I 
(deny positively that there is any such thing 
in Uibbon's works ; 1 have read them all." 
I' Haye you read his Autobiography 7" 
" Yes, and there's no such thing in it." 
" Wilj you tell us how large that book is T' 
" I'm not obliged to tell." " Will you do 
us the favor to mention the size of that 
book r' " I'm not obliged to tell." " Will 
you mention some of the most remarkable 
events in the life of Gibbon 1" " I'm not 
oblisjed to tell." " If you can answer neither 
of these questions, we shall have reason to 
infer thai you are not prepared to deny 
what I affirm to be in that book." I then 
mentioned a sentiment advanced by Vol- 
taire. " That's not in his works; I've 
read them." " Have you read them alH" 
*' Yes; and that's not in them." " Will 
you state the subject of one of his books, 
or of any production of his peni" '' I'm 
not obliged to tell." Several people had 
collected together to hear our conversation, 
and I assured him that all would infer that 
he was not acquainted with the writings of 
Voltaire, unless, in such circumstances, he 
should be able to specify something in re- 
g;ard to the subject matter of his works. 
But his answer was the same as to other 
similar questions. Then rising up from 
his seat he asserted that *' the Protestants 
had always been a persecuting people — 
adding that Christians were the cause of 
the bloody revolution in France." I asked 
him if he would brin^ some proof of that. 
He declined attemptmg to offer any evi- 
dence in support of his assertion. 1 en- 
deavored to convince him of the impropri- 
ety of making such a charge without ad- 
ducing evidence to support it. But jn 
vain ; he was " wiser than seven men that 
can render a reason." I then asked him 
." if the a posteriori argument were not ad- 
missible in legal affairs! and if so, whe- 
ther we might not easily determine from 
the effects what were the causes of those 
barbarities 1" I also asked him to relate 
some of the declarations and legislative 
enactments of the party then in power. 
He dedined answering. I then asked if it 
were probable that Christians would de-j 
u^lare ' death to be an eternal sleep ;' blot 
put the Sabbath, and burn the Bible 1" He 



still declared, again and again, that that 
was the work of Christians. 1 then urged 
ufjon him the importance of reading to ob- 
tain correct information on all these sub^ 
jects, that in future he might not expose 
such ignorance on subjects so momentous* 
and never again to pretend to be acquainted 
with such matters until he had diligently 
searched for the truth, and could bring 
proof to support every assertion he should 
make. 

I mention this as a specimep of the cha- 
racter of infidels in this country — of their 
ignorance and positiveness. There are 
exceptions ; but in the general this is true, 
as far as my acquaintance extends. 



FVom a 3fissionarif Report. 
The most prominent obstacle to the suc- 
cess of the Grospel here, is the great preva- 
lence of Campbellism. The Campbellites' 
have three or four local preachers in this 
country, and a champion besides. This 
man is distinguished by nothing but an ex- 
traordinary amount of impudence. He is 
employed to go over the country and 
" confirm the churches." He preaches 
that faith in Christ is only a historical be- 
lief that there was once such a being in the 
world as Jesus Christ; just as we believe 
that there were such men as Bonaparte 
and Washington. He ridicules the doc- 
trine of the agency of the Holy Spirit in 
man's conversion, and teaches that bap- 
tism, by immersion, is regeneration. The 
carnal mind is so prone to receive error, in 
preference to truth, that many embrace 
Campbellism, notwithstanding all its ab* 
surdity. 



A CHURCH STRENGTHENED. 

From Rev. J. R. Barnes^ EvtmsviUef Ind^ 

It is now thirteen months since I arrived 
in this place. At that time there were 19 , 
members in the Presbyterian church, now 
there are 40, and several more are expectcd- 
to join soon. Two only have been admit- 
ted by examination. The tide of emigra- 
tion swells our numbers, and increases, we 
hope, our real strength. The vital energies 
of the church have been manifestly increas- 
ing M'ith the increase of population. It has 
been my endeavor to make them feel their 
peculiar responsibilities. I am happy to 
say, that at present we are, as a church, 
enjoying a good degree of spiritual, as 
well as outward prosperiry. Our church 
meetings are deeply interesting; a spirit of 
prayer prevails, Our congregation is in- 
creasingly solemn and attentive. We 
have had recently several interesting cases 
of hopeiul conversion. . A spirit of inquiry 
i^ abroad in the cpipinunity. Thecausf 
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of benevolence is warmlv cherished. The 
Ladies " Sewing Society" have raised SI 10 
the past year ; $60 were appropriated to 
the cause of Foreign Missions, and $10 for 
the same cause from the monthly concert ; 
$10 were also contributed to your Society 
last summer. The temperance cause is ad- 
vancing. Our society numbers about 100 
members, under the new pledge. 

Aid no longer needed. 

I am now happy to inform you that the 
subscription for my support for the ensuing^ 
year, is so much increased that 1 shall not 
ask any assistance from abroad. 

Expression of gratitude. 

In behalf of this church I now express 
their devout gratitude to God, . and their 
sincere acknowledgments to your Society 
for all your timely aid in furnishing them, 
for several years past, the blessing of a 
preached gospel. Without your assistance 
they must have remained destitute. The 
Lord has now given them ability and the 
disposition to support the stated means of 
grace. The sympathies of this Church are 
all in your favor, and they are now willing 
to co-operate with you m the great and 
good work of supporting the Home Mis- 
sionary. We say, go on and prosper. 
You shall have our prayers and our aid. 



Prom Rev. R. Brolherton, Canton^ Mi. 

I regret that truth compels me to say, in 
making my last report, that the success has 
not attended my labors that I had antici- 
pated. The circumstances under which I 
have labored for the last year have been of 
an unfavorable character. The people to 
whom I preached are generally men of en- 
terprise, and consequently became involved 
by the late pecuniary pressure in our coun- 
try. Their attention has been, to a great 
extent, directed from the great concerns of 
the Gospel. Indeed, I have no remembrance 
of ever preaching under circumstances 
more embarrassing^, and more calculated to 
operate unfavorably to the influence of the 
truth. I often felt very much discouraged, 
and disposed to ^ive up all as hopeless. 
But still I am glad to be able to say, that 
my labor and your munificence have not 
been bestowed entirely in vain. There 
have been three additions upon examina- 
tion, and one or two by letter. There are 
also five or six who are expected to unite 
with us at our next communion season. 

The state of the congregation is at this 
time much more interesting than it has been 
at any previous time. The assembly for 
public service is much larger, and more at- 



tentive than formerly, and I think there are 
some very evident indications of the Spirit 
of God amdi^, the people. The slate of 
moral feeling has also improved very much 
since my last report. When I came to this 
place there were four groceries in the town 
where ardent spirits were sold, besides the 
places of public entertainment, and there 
are now but one grocery and one tavern at 
which ardent spirits are kept for sale. It 
was then quite common to see men intoxi- 
cated and behaving rudely in our streets; 
but now it is very rarely, if ever, we wit- 
ness such scenes. Indeed, I do not remem- 
ber to have seen an individual under the 
influence of spiritous liquor even on the 
days of our public election. The Sabbath, 
and all other institutions of a religious cha- 
racter, are more highly respected. In short 
every thing bids fair for a happier state of 
things than has ever been experienced in 
this section of the vineyard of Christ. 

Labors among the blacks. 

Besides my regular services in preaching 
to the whites, I preach' statedly to the 
blacks. The prejudice against preaching 
to this class has subsided, and if judiciously 
managed might become popular and much 
desired by their masters. They are much 
more interested in the services than they 
were when I commenced preaching to 
them. I hope my efforts among them will 
not be entirely in vain. 



TENNESSEE. 
TRULS OP A MISSIONARY IN A NEW COUNTRY. 

I bave witnessed scenes through the 
year, and especially through the last quar- 
ter, as trying as any I have witnessed since 
I have been under your care. 1 have still 
continued the administration of the word 
and ordinances to the church without failure 
on my part. But my duties in the admi- 
nistration of the word and ordinances have 
been connected with duties to the sick and 
dying. Besides my visiting the sick in the 
immediate limits of the church, I have lately 
attended to a dear brother in the last sta^e 
of the consumption. Before he died, he said 
that he felt himself to be a ereat sinner, but 
that he hoped that Grod for Christ's sake had 
pardoned his sins. And he was made to 
rejoice in the hope of the gospel. 

But while I have been engaged in these 
duties, I have had to encounter trials in my 
own family. The partner of my life, who has 
for years been subject to disease, is still in 
feeble health. This being the case, I am 
necessarily confined more than I otherwise 
would be, and have to sustain the loss of my 
regular-rest, besides having to perform the 
offices of cook and physician. 
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FBNN8TLTANU. 

Prom Rev. Joseph McCool^ PoUmUe^ Pa. 
encouragemenH'. 

During the last quarter, things have as- 
■umed a muoh more pleasing aspect at this 
place than formerly. A special effort for 
the benefit of souls was made by this church 
in a series of meetings, which commenced 
on the 1st of January. It was a season of 
refreshing to the people of God, and a very 
favorable impression was made on this com- 
munity.^ Since that, four persons have 
been united with the church bv profession. 

One of these was a man or influence in 
this place, who has long stood in the atti- 
tude of opposition, but now has become a 
Iambi Others are ready to unite, who 
were providentially prevented at the last 
opportunity. I find increasing seriousness 
and tenderness on the part of many with 
whom I converse, in visiting from house to 
house. Our pray.er meetings and monthly 
concerts are well attended. Our Sabbath 
school is making delightful progress. We 
have a large and interesting Bible class, 
which meets every Saturday morning, at 8 
o'dock. 



The spirit of benevolence is increasing 
in this church. We have just formed a Mis- 
sionary Society, auxiliary to the A. H. M. 
S., which I fondly hope will do welL And 
also a female Bible Society. 



NEW-YORK. 
TOO BAD — AND YET THE CHURCHES ALLOW fT. 

After speaking of the spiritual condition of 
the church, a Missionary writes, 

My hopes are very much raised in rela- 
tion to our future prospects, except in one 
respect. The means of support here are 
not adequate to my wants. My beloved 
wife is laboring under that dreadful disease, 
the scrofula, and in order to get necessaries 
into the house, and pay for help, I have had 
to dig my potatoes, and carry them with 
my one horse wagon twenty miles dis- 
tant, and sell them out from door to door. 
But I don't believe I shall do it any more; 
it is a little too bad. I had rather go on till 
I can find a support that will save me from 
such business. But I cannot complain of 
my people, I think they will do all they can. 



AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 



CANADA HOME MISSIOJ^ARY 
SOCIETY. 

The Annual Meeting was held on the 
24th of December, in the American Pres- 
byterian Church, Montreal, Lower Canada, 
when the Report was read by the Corres- 
pondine Secretarv". Addresses were made 
by the Rev. P. F. Osunkerhine, the Rev. 
William Taylor, and the Rev. Henry 
Wilkes, and a collection taken up. 

OFFICERS. 

Rev. W. F. CURRY, 

Cor. Sec. and Gen. Agent. Montreal. 

Rev. G. W. PERKINS, 
JRec. Sec. and TVeasurer. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE TENTH REPORT. 

It is as unnecessary, as it would be im- 
proper^ for us to speak of the rebellion that 
now distracts our country, or the disasters 
that have so recently distressed the com- 
mercial world, except to acknowledge with 
devout hearts, that whilst we have been 
embarrassed by the one, and are vet sur- 
rounded by the horrors of the otner, we 
have had, and continue to enjoy, the most 
unequivocal tokens of the goodness and 
mercy of the Lord. 

The claims of our land as a fiekl of 
missionary enteipriM, have bcvn regarded 



by the Christian community with a lively 
interest. Our transactions with the Parent 
Society, notwithstanding the unprecedented 
embarrassments of that noble institution, 
have supplied ub with pecuniary aid in the 
usual benevolent measure. Our Mission- 
aries have been encouraged in their labors 
for the most part, not only by the promise* 
of God, but by his gracious dealings with 
them and their flocks. Places that have 
been hitherto destitute of the regular ordi- 
nances of Christ's house, have been sup- 
plied with efficient pastors. Churches have 
been increased and strengthaied; and 

Jroung converts, who yet retain their first 
ove, and do their first works, have been 
gathered into the fold of Christ. And 
although, from unavoidable occurrence* 
already alluded to, in connexion with others 
}ret to be mentioned, some of the congrega- 
tions have been deprived of their ministers, 
or otherwise suffered in their spiritual inte- 
rests, we rejoice in the persuasion that there 
has been, on the whole, a steady advance- 
ment of the Gospel of Jesus Christ through- 
out our bounds. 

Shifton. — During the last winter, the 
meeting-house that was in progress, and 
which had cost the church much anxiety 
and effort, was finished, and immediately 
filled with attentive hearers. The General 
Agenty who visited the townships at thst 
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time, assisted Mr. Parker in the exercises 
of the first Sabbath after the dedication of 
the building, and shared abundantly in the 
satisfaction which all felt in contrasting the 
present neat and commckiious structure 
with the time-worn schpol-house, where he 
had ministered to them on a former visit. 

It was very gratifying also to learn, 
that the opposition which for years annoyed 
that congregation, had now, in a great 
measure, been withdrawn, and that some, 
who had strenuously opposed the erection 
of a place of worship, are now ready to 
respopd kindly to the invitation, " Let us 
go mto the house of the Lord." 

The congregation has increased one 
third since the building of this house ; se- 
veral applications for seats have been made 
since the last was taken up ; and within a 
few weeks our brother informs us that there 
have been iadications of unusual serious- 
ness. 

Melbourne. — The township adjoin- 
ing Shipton on the west, is yet the scene of 
the Rev. A. O. Hubbard's ministry, and 
has been blessed with a special outpouring 
of the Spirit of God, in one neighborhood ; 
the immediate result of which was the ad- 
dition of ten hopeful converts to the 
church. 

Mr. H. reports that " the interest of 
the people in the preaching of the gospel 
has, on the whole, increased. Our congre- 
gation at the meeting-house, though by no 
means large, is quite respectable /<?r this 
region. Several of my hearers come on 
foot from four to five miles, and one fre- 
quently, I had almost said statedly, walks 
ten miles. He is a puritan, and loves the 
truth for the truth's sake. The most inte- 
resting part of mv labors has been at the 
settlement called the Rid?e, some four miles 
back from the river. About half of our 
members reside in this settlement; and it 
is not too much to say of them, that though 
they are but in moderate circumstances, 
they are, for the most part, rich in faith 
and good works. 

In gathering the little flock in this 
placej much labor and care have been ne- 
cessary. In consequence of poor health, I 
have not done all I could have wished. 
When pressed down with the severest, 
perhaps, of earthly afflictions, viz. that 
which was occasioned by the loss of a be- 
loved wife, I have found the sweetest solace 
in the discharge of Missionary duty, espe- 
cially in visiting the cottages of the poor. 

At the time of its organization, two 
years ago, this church had eighteen mem- 
bers, now it contains fifty-two, twenty-five 
of whom have been added during the last 
year." 

Sherbrooke and Lennoxville. — The 
ehurch Mid cohgrfeg&tion in this interesting 



field continue to rise in importance, pro- 
portioned to the rapid advance of the popu- 
lation of the town. They yet enjoy the 
ministry of the Rev. J. Robertson, who, in 
March last, was regularly installed as their 
pastor. Soon after the comrhencement of 
Mr. R.'s labors amongst the people of his 
charge, they made an effort to build a place 
of worship, and have so far succeeded that 
they hope, in a short time, to enjoy tlie 
pleasure of worshijjpinff the Lord in the 
" house which they nave builded." 

CoMPTON. — It was mentioned in our 
last report, that the Rev. O. Pearson com- 
menced his labors in this town in the midst 
of many serious discouragements; but 
that by perseverance in his good work, a 
Congregational church has been gathered. 
It was organized Sept. 28, 1836, consisting 
of sixteen members, fourteen from other 
churches, and two by profession. Two 
persons have been added since by profei' 
sion, and one disn^issed. 

From a later communication we learn 
that the tract circulation is yet prosecuted 
with unabated zeal— that the Bible distri- 
bution has commenced under encouraging 
circumstances — and that a general serious- 
ness on the minds of the people is more 
hopeful in its appearance than heretofore. 

Eaton. — The little church in this place 
which was noticed in our last report as 
having been organized by the Rev. A. J. 
Parker, of Shipton, about two years since, 
has, until recently, been destitute of the 
regular services of a pastor. They are, 
however, supplied occasionally by the 
labors of brethren from other towns, and 
have been gradually increasing in strength 
and stature. 

They have been very earnest in their 
prayers and endeavorsto obtain a minister, 
and after some disappointment and neces- 
sary delay, they are now enjoying the ser- 
vices of Rev. J. Sherill, late of the Theolo- 
gical Seminary at Andover, who, we hope, 
will remain with them, and prove an effi- 
cient and useful pastor. 

Stanstead.— This church have re- 
cently presented a call to the Rev. R. V. 
Hall, of Laprairie, who has consented to 
become their pastor, and is now with them. 

We cannot close our notice of this 
place without mentioning four solemn oc- 
currences, which in their turn have read 
their affecting mementos to the people. 

The first was the last illness and death 
of the Rev. J. Gibb, son of the former pas- 
tor of the Stanstead church. He was a 
young man of great promise, and was set- 
tled at Haverhill, New-Hampshire. Bttt 
the Lord had employment for him in ano- 
ther world. The premonitory symptoms 
of his fatal sickness cut short his earthly 
labors, and he came to die in the arms of a 
widowed mother. His end was ptacs. 
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The second event was the death of| 
Mrs. P., the wife of the deacon of that 
church. She was honored and beloved 
through all the circle* of her acquaintance. 
Intelligent, useful, pious, she died in faith ; 
reminding her friends of the beautiful sen- 
timent concerning the departure of the 
Christian, which John was taught in Pat- 
mos~" Blessed are the dead that die in the 
Lord, yea, saitli the Spirit, for they rest 
from their labors, and their works do fol- 
low them." 

The third occurrence was the death of 
one who, fot many years, with a mind and 
talent^suited to better purposes, had been 
the champion of Universalism in his neigh- 
borhood. On his death-bed he saw the sin 
and folly of his long-cherished sentiments, 
and renounced them ; gave hopeful evidence 
of conversion, and was baptized, surround- 
ed by a crowd of his acquaintances, who ' 
were invited to witness the solemnity, and 
hear his recantation of hia former destruc- 
tive errors. 

The last, and most melancholy event, 
was the death of an old inhabitant, who 
had long made the world his portion. He 
had accumulated much wealth, and was 
high in office. Not contented with what 
he had, he sought for more, and was disap- 
pointed. His hopes of enjoyment were 
crushed ; and, one day, whilst engaged in 
shaving, he drew the razor across his 
throat, fell into the arms of his wife, and 
expireid. 

ipoTTON. — This church, which was for- 
merly supplied half the time by the Rev. 
W. E. Holmes, has, during the last year, 

fiven a call to the Rev. Mr. P. Clarke, who 
as become their pastor. Mr. C. says thus 
in one of his letters: — " There has been 
quite a reformation here. Five have united 
with our church, and eight or ten with the 
Methodists j there are some more, who, I 
think, will unite with us before the next 
communion." This brother is much em- 
barrassed with the usual obstacles to suc- 
cess in all new places, viz. the want of j 
a suitable house of worship. | 

Granbt and Shefford. — It was stated I 
in our notice of these churches in the last \ 
report, that the Rev. H. B. Chapin, who 
had spent a few months with them, " had 
returned to his pastoral charge in Massa- 
chusetts, deeply regretted by all the people." 
A correspondence was kept up with M.r. C. 
through the General Agent, which resulted 
in his receiving a unanimous call from both 
churches to become their pastor. 

A few extracts from his journal will 
show the piincipal features of that mission. 

Incidents illustrative of the influence of 
Universdlism, 

On inquiry being made for a young 



man, it was suggested that he had probably 

gone to Mr. , a Universalist. A 

very sober little boy who happened to hear 

this, says, ** (another little boy) is 

getting to be a Universalist." " Ah, my 
son," says his father, '* how do you know 

that is getting to be a Universalist T* 

" He swears.^' 

P. S., an interesting and intelligent 
young man, some years since, gave deci- 
sive evidence of a change of heart, and 
made a profession of religion. The church 
had strong hopes of his usefulness, and the 
fii-mest confidence in his piety; but, for 
some time past, they have been much tried 
in consequence of his leaning to the doc- 
trine of universal salvation. For years 
the church was without any communion or 
regular preaching. He wandered away 
from God and his brethren ; and, for a 
time, even the most sanguine had almost 
given him up. He had not, however, ut- 
terly lost a sense of divine things, and his 
own duty. And the singular proposal 
which he made to his Universalist friends, 
and the result, brought him to doubt more 
than ever the practical tendency of their 
sentiments. As some of them worked in 
the same shop, he one day asked them, 
" Why don't you pray—why don't you 
have a prayer-meeting i If I am going to 
be a Universalist, I am going to have a 
prayer-meeting." They found he was in 
good earnest. A Universalist prayer- 
meeting! When and where was it ever 
established % The proposal was not se- 
conded. He did not succeed. Reflection, 
and the merciful interposition of God, 
seemed to humble him, and brought him 
back to the prayer-meeting and the com- 
munion of the church. 



OBITUARY. 



Decease ov Two Membess op the Execit* 

TiV£ COMHITTEE. 

It becomes our melancholy duty to record 
in this number the decease of two mcmbera 
of the Executive Committeeof the Aniericaa 
Home Missionary Society, within the short 
period of fifteen days. Since the organiza- 
tion of the Society, there have successively 
entered into rest, Mr. Stephen Lockwood, in 
March, 1827 ; Rev. Mr. Bruen,in September, 
1829, and in one short month afterwards, 
Peter Hawes, Esq. Mr. Archibald Falconer 
died while seeking health in distant climes, 
in February, 1831, and under similar circum* 
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stances, Mr. John C. HaUey, in 1837. We^ 
have now to add to this catalogue of bre- 
thren so dear to us in life, and remembered 
with 80 much tender regard now that they 
are dead, the names of William A. Tomlin- 
fiON, and of John Nitchib, Esq., the former 
Of whom departed this life on the 19th De- 
cember, and the latter on the 3d of January. 
Mr. Tomlinson was elected a member of 
the Executive Committee of the A. H. M. S. 
in May, 1837, and consequently had been 
connected with it but for a few months. This 
period however by no means comprised all 
his interest and eff(»:ts in this cause. For 
many years he has been known as an active 
and intelligent fnend of every evangelical 
enterprise, and our hopes of the aid to be de- 
rived from his counsels were high. But the 
Head of the Church has called him to a more 
exalted sphere, where, we doubt not, he 
«erves the Saviour whom he loved on earth, 
with unceasing eflbrt and a perfect heart. 

The following is an extract from the PrO' 
4>eeding8 of the Executive Committeet Dec. 
25, 1837, on the occasion of Mr. Tomlinson's 
ilecease : 

" The Chairman communicated the me- 
lancholy intelligence that Mr. William A. 
Tomlinson, who was elected a member of 
this Executive Committee, at the last an- 
nual meeting of the A. H. M. S., de|)arted 
this life on the 19th day of December inst., 

"Whereupon — 

Resolved^ That the Committee feel that 
this dispensation of divine Providence has 
removed an active, intelligent, and devoted 
associate, from whose counsels they had 
already begun to anticipate much assistance 
in the promotion of an object so dear to his 
heart as the spread of the gospel throughout 
this whole country. 

' Resolved^ That while the Committee 
thus record their regard for their departed 
brother, they also tender their sympathy to 
his bereaved family, whom they affection- 
ately commend to the sustaining and conso- 
ling grace of Him who is the " Father of 
the fatherless, and the Judge of the widow." 

Scarcely had the foregoing proceedings 
taken place, ere the Committee were called 
together again, to mingle their tears with 
each other, and with the whole community 
of those who love Zion, and labor for her 
advancenjent, oyer their departed brother, 
John Nitchis, Esq. In this bereavement, 



they movrn the personal loss of a long tried 
friend, as well as their official loss of the 
oldest and most experienced member of the 
Executive Committee. Ever since the year 
1809, Mr. N. has been associated with the 
Home Missionary cause, and for the greater 
part of the intervening period, a member of 
the Executive Committees of the various 
Societies which have successively engaged 
in its prosecution. What his spirit, and la- 
bors, and influence have been, in all this 
period, may be inferred from the following 
resolutions of the Executive Committee, 
passed at their meeting, January 8ih, and 
from the memour which follows, which is 
taken, with slight alterations, from the fune- 
ral discourse pronounced by Rev. Professor 
White, formerly pastor of the church to which 
Mr. Nitchie belonged, and his associate in 
the Executive Committee of the A. H. M. S . 

Proceedings of the Executive Committee^ 
Jan. 8, 1838. 

" The Chairman announced to the Com- 
mittee the decease of their beloved and re- 
spected coadjutor, John Nitchie, Esq., on 
the 3d January, inst., aged filly-four years, 
for twenty-five of which he was a faithful 
and efficient promoter of Home Missions, 
and an ofiicer of various societies for that 
object. 

Whereupon — 

Resolvedy " That the members of the 
Committee, both in their individual and as- 
sociated capacity, feel themselves to be deep- 
ly a'filicted by the mysterious dispensations 
of divine Providence, which, in so short a 
time, have removed from their councils 
two of their beloved associates, and that 
they are called to humility, and to renewed 
diligence in their efforts for the salvation of 
men, that thus they may be * followers of 
them who through faith and patience inhe- 
rit the promises."" 

Resolved, '* That the Committee record, 
with gratitude to the Author of all good, 
their sense of the private worth of their de- 
parted brother, John Nitchie, Esq., his in- 
telligent and consistent piety, his sound and 
discriminating judgment, his sweet and pa- 
cific spirit ; and their grateful recollection of 
his faithful and disinterested labors, for so 
many years, in the cause of Missions, aa 
well as in other departments of Christian 
enterprise." 

Resolved, "That the Secretaries commu- 
nicate to the bereaved family the tender sym- 
pathy of this Committee in the afflictions and 
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in the contolatiohs of this event, — tbeir co-n- 
dolence for the loss of one so valuable and so 
beloved, and, at the same time, their coti- 
gratuUUions that a life of so great useful- 
ness has been succeeded by a death so con- 
soling to survivors, and nonorablc to reli- 
gion/' 

MEMOIR. 

John Nitchib, Esq. was born in the city 
of New- York in 1783. He was trained un- 
der religious influences ; and received a libe- 
ral education at Columbia College. He stu- 
died the profession of law, and was admitted 
to its practice at about the age of twenty 
years. He became a member of the Colle- 
giate Reformed Dutch church at twenty- 
four, and not long afterward was chosen a 
deacon, and subsequently, when the South 
church was constituted separately, he be- 
came an eider, under Rev. Dr. Abeel; and 
this latter office he continued to hold, and to 
discharge its duties, until his death. In 1819, 
he was appointed General Agent of the 
American Bible Society, very early in the 
history of that institution, and as successor 
to John E. Caldwell, Esq., its first General 
Agent, who continued in the office but little 
more than one year. At the time of his ap- 
pointment, Mr. Nitchie was a lawyer in full 
practice in this city ; but after fe season of 
reflection, he left his profession, with all its 
emoluments and prospects, and devoted him- 
self to the sacred employment of dissemina- 
ting the word of life. To this work, as a 
regular business, he gave his time and labors 
as long as he lived. He was, however, for 
many years extensively and increasingly at- 
tached to other religious and humane institu- 
tions, as a member of their Boards, or Exe- 
cutive Committees, where he aided in sus- 
taining their responsibilities, and greatly con- 
tributed to their prosperity by his counsels 
and his patronage. This is particularly true 
in reference to the cause of Home Missions, 
Mr. Nitchie having been among the number 
of those who, in the year 1809, constituted 
the Young Men's Assistance' Society, auxili- 
ary to the New-York Missionary Society. 
Through all the changes of organization 
which resulted eventually in the formation 
of the American Home Missionary Society, 
he continued, with the exception of a year 
or two, a member of the Executive Commit- 
tee until his death. 



On removing from the lower to the upper 
part of the city, in 1832, Mr. Nitchie trans- 
ferred his church relation to the Allen-street 
Presbyterian church, to the eldership of 
which he was immediately introduced. 

The ordinary health of Mr. N.~as the 
very sight of him would indicate— was unii- 
sually firm ; and by means of it alone, was 
he able to perform the great amount of la- 
bor, which his untiring diligence and gene- 
rous benevolence disposed him to undertake. 
Early in November last, however, he was 
seized with a severe cold, and threatened 
with inflammation in the region of the throat 
and lungs. Medical treatment was resorted 
to, and after a few day? his symptoms were 
relieved, and he again visited his office oa 
two successive days. The exposure was 
probably premature, and the disease renewed 
the attack. It was still hoped by his friends 
that his powerful constitution would effec- 
tually resist the malady. In this, however, 
they were disappointed. The disease had 
taken too strong a hold ; and although in 
repeated instanoes th« mastery over it seem- 
ed to be obtained, yet it returned with re- 
newed virulence, and in the end the faithful 
efforts of friends, and of able and devoted 
physicians, were unsuccessfuL With a ra- 
pidity almost too great to be called gradual, 
his excellent constitution was worn away, 
and the mortal conflict terminated. 

Mr. Nitchie was characterized by strong 
and clear intellectual powers. His mind 
was capacious, his views large and compre- 
hensive. His talents, however, were more 
of the practical than of the abstract kind. 
He manifested little taste for speculations 
on abstruse and difficult questions in philo- 
sophy. This may have resulted from the 
habits of his life, from his being almost ex- 
clusively engaged in pracucal matters ; but 
we think it was an original trait. His prac- 
tical judgment was uncommonly excellent. 
On subjects of great interest, he seldom made 
an important mistake. It was this that 
qualified him so extensively to acquire and 
retain the confidence of the community, and 
that gave such weight to his counsels in de- 
liberative bodies. It may be doubted whether 
the services of any other layman in our 
city were esteemed more valuable in 
connexion with any important cause than 
his. He was eminently instrumental ia 
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daviiing and ^ecuting those iDnportant 
plam by whidi the American Bible Sodety 
has shed its benign influence throughout the 
length and the breadth of our land, and into 
many portions of foreign countries. And 
scarcely has any important step been taken 
by the leading benevolent institutions among 
us, without being first sobmitted for his opi- 
nion. 

His large and discriminating mind was ridily 
stored with the treasures of information and 
thdoght His education was originally tho- 
rough and solid, he had a great thirst for 
knowledge^ and his opportunities were pre- 
eminently good. As the result of these, his 
observation and experience were great Such 
qualifications, together with various and ez^ 
tensive reading-^particularly on religious sub- 
jects, and.more especially still, of the Bible, 
to a minute and frequent examination of 
which, his public station called him^mpart- 
ed an eminent degree of interest and vahtcto 
his character aind counsels^ During a period 
of nineteen years m the service of the AmerL 
can Bible Society, in examining and correct- 
ing their publications, he had almost copied 
the scriptures entire upon the tablet of his 
memory. His resources were peculiarly 
available in social religious meetings— and in 
Bible class instruction, in which he was en- 
gaged and extensively useful for many years 
of his life. 

Connected with this intellectual power and 
extensive information, Mr. Nitchie possessed 
almost an excess of modesty. His acquaint- 
anoes all Icnew bow averse he was to any 
thing which might appear hke assuming su- 
peiaority ; how readily, m the discharge of his 
duties, he condescended to the humblest 
walks of life; and how disposed he was to 
defer to brethren, who, in many respects, were 
hif inferiors ; and with what amiable meek- 
ness he would place himself to listen, at the 
feet of one who could make no pretension to 
equality with him m ability and acquirements. ! 
Another trait in Mr. Nitchie's character, 
wiuch may be regarded as distinctive, was a 
very lively sensibility^ a copious Aow of ten- 
der feelings. This susceptibihty of emotion 
was unusually great. Had not his mental 
discipline been good, and the ardour of his 
feelings been diastened and subdued by the 
gracd of Ood, he might have been liable, 
a^naeiimes, to be hasty. But irom the mani- 
TOL.X. 22 
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fostatbn of this, particularly during all the 
latter part of his life, he was remarkably ex- 
empt. Any prop^ensity of the kind which 
may have existed was brought und^ the 
mastery of self-control, and ceuiiteracted by 
Christian principle, and the predominating 
influence of religious aflection. His sensibil- 
ity, thus subdued and sweetened by heavenly 
charity, gave a charm to his whole character, 
and made his social qualities most endearing. 
His presence was light and joy to his fiunily ; 
and in the same way, he blessed allhisfiriends 
and cheered every social circle in which he 
mingled. Who ever enjoyed his friendship 
and society, that felt not, himself obliged, and 
feels not now, that he is bereavedl 

But it is with his religious character, that 
we are most concerned. We have already 
said that he professed religion at about twen- 
ty-four years of age, and as he died at ^y- 
four, he lived for more than thirty years a 
member of the Church of Christ. During the 
whole of this period, he was known as a de* 
cided and devoted Christian. To those, how. 
ever, who were fa voiced with an intimate ac- 
quaintance with him, it appeared that the 
growth of his piety was most rapid during 
the last eight or ten years of his li(e. . During • 
that most precious revival of religion in 1831, 
his piety received an impulse that it never 
lost His Christian feelings were then kin- 
dled up to a flame. In connexion with the 
South Reformed Dutch Church in this city, 
he was assiduously engaged, and probably, 
by divine grace, accomplished more than any 
other layman in that church at the time, 
being made the means, in the hand of God, 
of brijfging many souls out of darkness into 
marvellous light. The savor of that season 
he never lost. From that time, the |ove of 
souls became almost the master passion of 
his heart He loved revivals, and delighted 
to dwell in the midst of their solemn and im. 
pressive scenes. His associates in the church 
session, as well as many others, can bear 
witness to the untiring faithfulness with 
which he labored in such scenes^ the manner 
in which he visited inquiring souls from house 
to house, the pains and patience with which 
he would unfold to them theplanof salvationt. 
and the tender pathos with which be besought 
thetn to be reconciled to God. Tiie regular 
meeting appointed for conference with those 
who were the subjects of the Spirit's •xtmng^ 
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wu t plac« which to him seemed to hive in 
it fomcthing of the sweetness of heaven. In 
his i«ithiul attendance there, he was an ex- 
ample to all Ins associates. If in health, the I 
stroke of tbe bell was not more trae in call- 
ing them together, than the tread of his foot I 
when the time arrived. He eJEoelled in the I 
treatment of sools. His intelligence, his in- ; 
timate knowledge of the Scriptures, his deep 
religious experience, his condescending man- 
ners and tender feelings, quaUfied him for it 
The seals of his efforts in this department of 
Ubor are not a few. Under God, he turned 
many to lighteousness. 

Mi. Nitchie wassingolarljr consistent in his 
character. It not only possessed all the parts, 
bat they existed in beautiful symmetry. He 
was remarkably benevolent and liberal. His 
spirit was eminently pacific. He lived to ex- 
emplify brotherly kindness and charity, and la- 
bored, and prayed, and feetingly exhorted, that 
he might promote in all his brethren the same 
things. He was himself eminently evangeli- 
cal in his flings,—" in doctrine uncorrupt, 
and pure in manners,"— but he was no parti- 
san, and coald not be made to take a part in 
the bitter contentions which have agitated the 
Church, and l-eproach religion. Often did he 
apeak and pray most meltingly on this sub- 
ject; and eariy in his last sickness, when in 
conversation with his pious physician, the 
troubles of the Church were alluded to, he 
gave vent to his feelings in tears. 

During his sickness, Mr. Nitchie uniform- 
ly expressed a cordial acquiescence in the 
Divine will, and a satisfaction' that what- 
ever took place, it would be ordered by infi- 
nite wisdom and goodness. His Christian 
hope was not dbscured for a single moment. 
A fewdaya before his death, when the hope 
of recovery grew faint, he requested an inter- 
view with a ministerial friend He stated, 
that in view of the increasing uncertainty 
whether he should ever recover, he ^t it his 
4aty to examine his hope, and see whether it 
were well fooaded or not. He was asked 
whether this deske arose (torn any darkness 
-dt mind, or any reasons which he had to 
fear that his hope was not good. He an- 
swered, **TfQ. There was no change in 
that respect) bnt that be viewed himseif as 
jM^obably approaching a very solemn hour, 
muA that he ihoold n6t discharge his duty to 
itimstlf without a careAd re-axamtnatMD of 



his title to the kingdom of heavett*" Gabb- 
ing told that this was well, and that it wtm 
a matter of gratifieatkm that there was oo 
other reaaon for his undertaking the work, 
he then proceeded, with a mind pcrfeetlf 
collecied and deai^ to give an aeconnt of hi* 
views of the Gospel way ^ salvatioB, aad 
of his reasons for believing himself to be in- 
terested in it. He said that all within faun* 
self appeared worthkss and poHatedr-^hs 
had no confidence in any thing he had ever 
done— that the blood of Christ deanaeifa 
from all sin, and his hope was whoUy tm 
Him. He felt that he hated shi and desiracl 
hdiness, and longed fear nothing so nuudi as 
a spotless conformity to die Divine image. 
After having said moch mora of shnilar iaa- 
port, he ceased; and was told thatif aoch 
were his views, and socfa had been his expe* 
rience^ nothing else could be said tolum, than 
that theie was no room for mistak e that 
there couM be no when else to fix his confix 
denoe, and that his anchor hoU ^ 
that he ought therefore to re 
ing in the Lord, and let no temptation or 
suspicion excite a trouUe in his aooL In this 
be ao^iesced, and added, with deliberation 
and emphasis, ^My feith is fixed, not on tl^ 
word of man, but on the word of God." 
And it is believed that from that moment hn 
never ^qxtssaed the least aohcitude about 
himself but calmly and with heavenly reaig- 
nation awaited the event of the Divine wilL 
Two daya before the scene of hia sicknaaa 
terminated, apprehending that it might be 
much sooner, fais medical attendants advised 
that be be informed that they had done what 
they could, that he was in the hands of the 
Lord alone, and that if he wished to do any 
thing, or say any thing to hb fidenda, it 
might be expedient not ts delay* This com* 
munioation was plainly and aflSactiow ate ly 
made to him. fie listened to it with i 
attention, but without any apparent ia 
of emotion; and when it was madc^ tOL^ 
pressed his thankfolneas that it had been 
done. He was asked if it disappointed or 
surprised him. He answered that it did not. 
Alter passing a few moments in preyer, he 
called his family around him ; and when alt 
were assembled, he addressed lh«n in most 
feeling terms— giving a concise, clear, and 
beaotifol epitome of the Gospel, expressed 
in langoage as approprintn as toM haftn 
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been done in the most perfect health. He 
then gave a most faithful testimony— "That 
was the faith in which he had lived, and that 
was the feith in which he wished them to 
know he died.'' He then most tenderly ex- 
horted them tabe Mthiol to each other, and 
above all to love the Saviour, and devote 
their lives to his service. After further ap- 
propriate admonitions, in a truly subUme 
manner, elevating his ejres, be said, "I know 
that if my earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, I have a building of CJodj a 
house not made vrith hands, eternal in the 
heavens.** From this time, doubtless he 
felt that his work was done, and waited to 
pass through the valley of the shadow of 
death. The mortal conflict continued long- 
er , than was expected. The last day of his 
hfewasaday of dreadful suffering; but he 
passed throng the whole with sablime intre- 
pidity. He never complained; there was no 
shrinking — no manifestation of weakness; 
he seemed to know where he wa8» and what 
must needs take place. At times^ in bis 
greatest agony, he would lift an imploring 
glance, but it waa immediately subdued and { 



NOTICE TO MISSIONAEIES. 

We wish to oall the attention, of the Mis- 
sionaries of the A. H. M. S., to thdr reports, 
due on the first day of April. 

We look to these reports for the materials, 
from which to make out the Annual Report 
of the Society. It is important, therefore^ 
that they should be accurate and full, and 
that they should be forwarded* wUhout fail' 
urc, as early as the time spedBed. 

Each Missionary will find in his commis- 
sion, an outline of particulars to be noticed 
in his report To these should be added,, 
whatever of special interest has occurred on 
his field of labor since last April, or during 
such a portion of the year from April to 
April, as he has been in commission. 

We make this request at the present time 
in the hope that the preparation of this re- 
port will receive the early anci the special 
attentidn of every Missionary. By com- 
plying with our request, our brethren will 
subserve the cause of our common Lofdand 
Master. 

Missionaries of Auxiliary Societies, who 
make their qwtrt&rlif reports to the secseta- 



chastened. Heknewthathis help was only ries of their respective auxiliaries, are re- 



in God, and to him he looked At seven 
o'dk)ck p. M. on the 3d of January, the stri£i 
ceased, and our beloved friend and brotlter 
was released from bis sufierings, and enter- 
ed where sickness and death are known no 
move* 



quested to bear in mind, that reports from 
them are due to the K, H. M. S. also, on the 

FIRST DAY or APRIL. 

aOLTON BADGER, 

CitARLES HALL, 

StcrctaHte ^ tkt A. B. M. S. 



AppoiTUments by the Executive Committee of the A. ST. M. 5., from Dtc. 15<A, 
1837, to Jan. 15«A, 1838. 



R«T. Benjamin Russel, Burns, AHj^any Co., N. Y. 
Rev. William Goodcll, Summerhill, N, Y. 
Rey. D. S. Morse, Richford, N. Y. 
Rey. William Waith, Napoli. N. Y. 
Rev. Felix Kyte, Lumberland, N. Y. 
Rev. Sylvester Cooke, Springville, Pa. 
Rev. haaea W. Dale, 13Ui CK, rfaiUd«>pIua, 
Rev. Heary Root, SyJyan, Mich. 



Rev. Oliver Hill, Stoney Creek, Micb. 
Rev. F. H. Ayers, East Liocklaen, N. Y. ' 

N0t in Commitsion hut ^ear. 
Rev. Sylvester Cory, Friei^dship, N. Y. 
Rev* Samuel W. Raymond, (jDion dpriOfs, N. Y. 
Rev. Robert Laird, Pleasant Tallev West, N. Y. 
Rev. H. J. Fries, Greensborough, M<1. 
Rev. Jesse Stratton, MidcUetej), Hississippf. 



The Treasurer of the American Home Missionary Society acknowledges the receipt of 
the following sums, from December Ibth, 1837, to January Ibth, 1838. 

MASSACHUSETTSr— New London, 1st Cosgr. Cb., per A. Oti«> 213 93 

Pitufield, Mrs. H. N. Brinsmade, L.1it, $50 00 i Sd Cong. Ch. Coll. at prayer meeting, 6t 00 

Whitinsville, Cone. Ch. to coniu^ Rev. North Woodstockf Coiig» Soc., per Rey. 

. MiehaelBurdette,aLM., 50 00 L.H. Hough, 3100 

CONNECTICUT— Norwich, in part of legacy of the late Dr. 

Fairfield, Friend, ' 7 17 W. E. Perkins per i. A. RockweH, Esq., 740 9 

Oreensfarms, W. Thorp, 5 00 PeUypauf, A. If . #., Iper H^ C. Smford, 40 S5 
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NEW-YORR^ 

Amenia, Rev. H. B«rher, 10 00 

Ciiro, Mr. Peck, L. M., in pirt, 10 00 

E»t Durham, Staplrra Tibbals, L. M., 30 00 
Ea«tSpringfidd,G.W. Cornwall, 3 00 

Littia Falli, Pr. Ch. Coll., per T. M. Jer- 

via, 90 00 

Lumberland, Cong. Ch., 3; Fem,. Miac. 

Soc., 3, 5 00 

Maldan, Pavid Bif«1ow, L. M., 30 00 

Miller's Place, Fem. Cent. Soc., per Rev. 

E. Piatt, 15 00 

Naw-Ywk City, viz:— 
JUen at Pr. Ch,, 471 90 

Sleecker St.. Ch., Coll., 121 79 

BotHry Ch., W. W. Cheater, 50 00 

B9wry and Pearl »t. Chs., Mon. Con. 

Coll., 32 27 

Brainttd Ch., S35 59 

Pomth Fru Ch., Y. M. D. M. S., per A. 

Lent, 50 00 

MtretrH. CA.,E. Walnwrigbt, 100; J. 

B. Jervis, 20; S. J. fbelpt, 25; J. B. 

Sheffield, 10 ; N. White, 10 ; R. L. Cane, 

10 ; W. Laimbetor, 2 ; Mra . E. Smith, 5 ; 

Prof. PattoQ, 3; J. Boorman, 100; G. 

P. Shipman, 10 ; R. Newell, 5 ; Coll. 

lea 46; Mon. Con. X:;oU. 39 93, 502 39 

Pearl tjt. Ch., R. Aikman, 6 00 

Setenih Pr. Ch., Coll., 93 62 

Weet Pr. Ch., Coll., 113 ; Sab. Bch. Miaa. 

Soc, 128 56, 241 56 

Bal. of the legacy of the late Isaac Brews- 
ter, 50 00 
Ridgebiirv, Mrs. Sarah Ann Stewart, L. 
' M., in part, per Rev. W. Y. Miller, 20 00 
Bomers, H. M. S., per A. M. Turk, Tr., 8 00 
IfEW-JERSEY— Per Rtv. O. N. Judd. 
Belvidere, Dr. and Mrs. Green, 2 00 
Caldwell, Pr. Ch., Bal. of Coll., per J. Pro- 

vost, 19 29 

Madison, Pr. Ch, Coll., 83; Fem. Miss. 

Soc., Mrs. S. W. Arms, Tr. 67 50, 150 SO 

Newark, 2d Ch. Mon. Con. Coll., 38 81} 

Ladies, 6, 44 81 

Rovkaway, 1st Pr. Ch.ColL, 58; J. Jack- 
son & Son, 20, 78 00 
PENNSYLVANIA— Per Rev. G. N. Judd. 
Allentown, Pr. Ch., 8 18 
Carlisle, Pr.Ch., 118 57 
Fayctteville, John Darling, 5 00 
Harriftborgh, Pr. Ch., 170 92 
I^aacook^ Pr. Ch., 20 ; J. Johnson, 10, 30 00 
Marple, Friend, 3 00 
Middle Octarara, Pr. Ch. in part, 5 12 
Mount Joy, Friend, 5 00 
Philadelphia, viz :— 
Firtt Pr. Ch., Fem. Miss. Soc., Mrs. M. 

Wilson, Tr., 80 00 

Second Pr. Ch., Mr, Gibbs, 15 00 

Fifih Pr. Ch., Bal. of CoH., 15 00 

West Pr. Ch,, in part, 20 00 

M. W. Baldwin, 100 ; Rev. G. N. Judd, to 

const his son, J. F. Juddj a L. M., 30; 

Mrs. Carswell, 20; Donations, 85, 235 00 
Pittsburgh, 3d Pr. Church, 2 Ladies, 6 50 

Reading, Hon. Wm. Darling, to const. 

Mary S. Darling, and Henry Darling, 

Life Members, 80 ; Juvenile Miss. Soc, 

H. Darling, Tr., 20; Mon. Con, Coll., 
' 50 ; Missionary box, 3 74; Individuals, 

65 36, 219 10 

Womelsdorf; Pr. Ch., 32 38 

DELAWARE^Per Rev. G. N. Judd. 
Christiana, Pr.Ch., 25 00 

Newcastle, Pr. Ch., Mon. Con. Coll., 25 ; 

Mrs. 8. Novin, 10 ; M. Koan, Esq., 5, 40 00 
ALABAMA— 
HuBtsvUle, Btoev. Soe^ J. B. Bialtbit, Tr.. 100 00 



OHIO— 
Avon, per Rev. W. Sadd, 92 50 

Tiffin, Rov. S. Dnnton, 13 00 

ILLINOIS— 
Bloomington,Ch.,per Rav. C.L. WaCsoB, 75 OO 
Hennepin, Rev. H. S. Colton, 15 OO 

MICHIGAN— 
Graaa Ufce, Th. CoU^ 4 SO ; Rav. J. M. 
Ellis, 5 80. 10 00 

HOME MISSIONARY, 27 08 

$4775 01 
KNOWLES TAYLOR, Trwaurer. 



' Ree4^ ef the Whttem Jgeney «t Ctauwn, N, T^ 
* from Dec. l%ih, 1837, to Jan. 13tA, 1838. 

Benton, J. Whitaker,10; Mrs. Whitaker, 
2; E. M. Whitaker, 1 ; Ruth A. Whita- 
ker, 1 ; Marietta Whitaker, 1, a fkmily 
offering, 

Buffalo, 1st Pr. Ch., Dea. Amos Callander, 
100; Rev. A. T. Hopkins, 15; MissO. 
Wisner. 1 ; Gen. Y. Randall, 10; Dr. £. 
Brown, 5; J. Crocker, Esq., 5; N. Wil- 
gus, I, 137 00 

Pearl St. Ch., Mesars. Nmrtoo k. WiHiaas, 10 00 

Canandaigua, Th. Coll., 26; Ladies in part, 
15 ; James Smedley , dying gift to the A. 
U. M. S., 2^ 

Center Li^le, by Rev. Mr. Burt, 

Cay uga Bridge, in part, 

Columbia, 

Dix, by Rev. John Gr^y, 
' East Palmyra, 

EllicotlviUe. by Rev. 8. Cowloa, 
j Henrietta Fem. H. M. S., 
I Geneva, Young People's Mitt. Sec, 
, Greenwood, Jacob Manning, Mrs.Mapning, 
I and three children, |1 each, 5 ; also 2, 

Holly, 

Ithaca, Jacob Shepherd, 50; T. S.Wil- 
liams, to const. Prudence Hungcrford, 
Henry Hungerford, and Harriet Newell 
WiUiams, Life Members, 100, 150 00 

Livonia, Evan. Soc. 78; Cont in part, 28; 
Mrs. Susan Fowler, 15, Itl 00 



16 00 



66 00 
14 00 
25 00 
660 
30 00 
18 25 
18 00 
1100 
SI 75 

700 
30 00 



30 00 


W50 


10 00 


30 00 


19 25 


4100 


16 00 


1150 


30 00 


17 00 



Newark, Wayne Co., 

Palmyra, 
, Pqn Yan, by Mrs. Judd, 

Prattsburgh, Burrage Rice, L. M. 
' Reading, 

Riga, 

Sheridan, by Rev. Z. Eddy, 

Seelye Creek, 

Seneca Falls, J* S. Gay, 10 ; G. W. Tower, 
5; J. K.Brown, 5; others, 10, 

Warsaw, Ladies, 

$899 94 

E. P. HtuHngt, Detroit, Jlftd^on, aeknowledget 
the receipt of ike foOnoimg matt. 

Ann Arbor, Pr. Ch., 19 00 

I Bronsou, Kalamazoo, 23 06 
Detroit, per Rev. J. L. Tomlinson, 38 ; A. 

T.M'Rey«old«,5, ' 43 Of 

Farminfton, A. L. Warner, 10 If 

Marshall, Pr.Ch., 18 94 

Mount Clemens, Pr. Ch., 12 09 

Ponttac, J. N. Voorhees, L. M., 30 00 

Smooth Rock, per S. T. Clark, 6 00 

Yp8iUnti,M. Clark, 25 00 
Sundries, 138 ; do. by Rev. J. L. ToroUaaoii, 

209 14, 347 li 

$53432 
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AMERICAN PASTOR'S JOURNAL, 

OR, 

BKETCHBSOP RCAL GHABACTER8,C0NV£RSATI0NS, AND STRIKING FACTS, FURNISHED 
CHIEFLY BY CLERGYMEN. 



"THE OUANDMOTBER OF SAMUEL J. MILLS. 
[Furnished by a Pastor.l 

^*/ c<ill to remembrance the un- 
feigned faith that is in thee, which 
dwelt first in thy grandmother 
Lois, and in thy mother Eunice, 
and 1 am persuaded that in thee 
also.^^ 

. In the summer and autumn of 1822 
the writer of this brief sketch spent a 
few weeks as an occasional supply of 
the pulpit, in the town of Kent, in Con- 
necticut. It was during an interesting 
period of religious feeling in the place. 
The children of God had, to some ex- 
tent, been revived ; and a little band 
had come forward and consecrated 
themselves to the best of masters. 
This special interest in religion among 
that people, led the venerable Samuel 
X Mills, (father of the missionary of 
that name,) th^ upon the borders of 
eighty, to revisit the place of his na- 
tivity, and spend a lew weeks there, 
with more toan ordinary pleasure to 
himself, and profit to his numerous 
relatives and acquaintance. Proof was 
apparent that the bodily and intellect- 
ual powers were on the decay, and 
equal proof too, that the "inward 
man was renewed day by day." Occa- 
sionally, when some favorite topic 
was introduced in conversation, and 
especially at a religious conference, 
where he was eminently at home, there 
wonld be a kindling up of youthful 
sprightliness, there would be enlargecT 
and vivid conceptions ; illustrations 
from striking and apposite stories, 
would be poured forth with thrilling 
eloquence, all inimitable. The 



great doctrines of the gospel — those 
which stain all human pride, whicli 
magnify free, sovereign grace, and give 
all the glory of every sinner's salvation 
to Him who is worthy to have every 
crown cast at his feet, — were themes 
on which he loved moist to linger. 
"When to others the resources of every 
mind seemed exhausted, and no new 
thought could be suggested, some mine 
would be opened by him who had dug 
deeper, displaying treasures still more 
precious. 

One lovely autumnal morniDg, he 
asked me to walk with him. Me di- 
rected his way towards an antiquated 
mansion, with a slow step and un- 
usually thoughtful countenance, and 
approached and surveyed the dwellin§[. 
It was the home of his childhood, his 
father's and his mother's home. W bile 
standing but a few ste})s from the 
threshhold, he related the circumstance 
of his father's death. He was drowned 
in the Housatonick, which pursues its 
way, in most lovely variety, of silence, 
of gentle murmur, of circuitous move- 
ment and noisy roar, through a very 
narrow vale among the mountains. 
The father left his family to secure 
some timber on the banks of that river, 
exposed to be swept away by a jspring 
flood, and returned no more. It was 
while this son was but a child of the 
age of four or five years, that this event 
occurred. Very faint were the recol- 
lections of his lather's looks, or of his 
counsels. But the remembrance of 
the sight of the corpse, the funeral, the 
appearance and conversation of the 
widowed mother soon after, were fresh 
in his memory. 

A knock at the door brought the lady 
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of the house to answer the inquiry, 
" may we come in ?" We were made 
welcome. The aged visitant imme- 
diately announced his object ; that he 
had " come to see where his father and 
mother lived," and desired permission 
to go into some of the apartments. 
Every thing was examined with a cu- 
rious and deeply interested eye. The ' 
rooms, the doors, the wainscotting, 
were the same as he had seen them in 
his childhood, more than seventy years 
before. On entering the room which 
had been their common sitting room, 
his emotions deepened. He pointed 
out the very place where his mother, 
the morning after the family had seen 
its head laid in the grave, was seated 
in her arm-chair, when she called the 
little CTGup of three sons to her side, 
read the scriptures with them, and then 
kneeled to commit herself and her 
children to the God of the widow and 
the fatherless. " There she sat," when, 
placing her hand upon my head, she 
said, with peculiar cheerfulness, 
" Sammy, my dear son, you now have 
no earthly father, but repent of your 
sins, and believe in Christ, then God 
will be your Father." 

The venerable man desired permis- 
sion to visit the chambers ; and a slow 
and laborious step brought him to the 
top of the stairs. On opening the door 
to one of the rooms, he said, here my 
mother led me one day, and after ha- 
ving prayed with me, with inexpres- 
sible earnestness and tenderness 
she said, " Sammy, you must come ' 
here every day while you live in this ; 
house, and shut the door and fasten it, I 
then kneel down and pray to your 
Father in heaven." She had assigned [ 
one chamber to my brother John, and 
another to Edmund, with similar di- 
rections. He added, that "the interest 
the manifested in this, the kindness of 
her manner, and the solemn, earnest 
and decided tone of voice with which 
the expressions were uttered, made an 
impression on my memory never to be 
effaced." 

On retiring from the scene of these 
early recollections, he related the fol- 
lowing story of his mother : " One 
Sabbath, soon after she was written a 
widow, while sitting in the house of i 
Qod, with her three son^ in the pew, 



while the minister was preaching, ehe 
was overwhelmed with a flood of tears, 
by emotions which struggled for utter- 
ance. The minister paused. A good 
deacon stepped into the pew, and 
kindly endeavored to soothe what he 
supposed to be her excessive grief. 
* O,' she exclaimed, * these ^are not 
tears of sorrow, but of joy. ' I came 
here with my heart filled brim full of 
gratitude and love, from contempla- 
tions on the chaiucter and government 
of God^ and his great goodness to me. 
Our minister spake of Jesus, and my 
cup ran over.* " 

Such was the mother of the Rev. Ed- 
mund Mills, of Sutton, Mass.. and of 
the Rev. S. J. Mills, of Torrin^ord, Cu 
Such was the grandmother ol the Rev. 
S. J. Mills, the missionary, the friend of 
the African. Mothers, wodid you exert 
an influence that may so bless the world 
and have an influence > after you have 
gone to heaven ? Love Jesus, speak of 
Jesus to your little ones, be at the 
mercy-seat as suppliants for them, and 
with them. Remind them of the time 
and the place, and the circumstances 
of their own personal duties to Jesus. 



A STUMBLING BLOCK R£MOV£D. 
(FurnMhod bj a Putor.] 
Ws publish th« following article as pre- 
senting a y«ry important subtjectfor the exa- 
mination of all whoee bleased pnvilege it ia to 
direct einaera to the Saviour. We are not 
quite. certain, however, that the views and 
practice which the writer opposes are oor- 
rectly stated by him. We had supposed tbat 
intelligent pastors, when they dkect the in- 
quirer to renounce a particular sm, to which 
the eye of his conscience is directed, do not 
consider this renunciation as a pre-recpiisUe 
to submission, bat as UstlftLn act of submis- 
sion—one of the things which submission, to 
be ^nuine, musi indvdt. In such cases, 
the specified offence is singled out, fnd its 
abandonment insisted on, because the sinner 
is taken, as it were^^o^on^e ddk^u^ in that 
actofoa; heaeesi^fs^itrhia'eonscienot 
ia awake to it, and his continaance tluctta 
is therefore tm'[/iJ. To soppose him to con* 
tinue in the praotice of ntdt sin until {^fUr a 
surrender of aU sin, were impossible. The 
very intelligent writer of the following article 
would not advocate such a supposition. Wa 
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think thcrcls a difference in the cases cited in 
iliuttration; and commoad them, and the 
writer's reasoning, to the prayerful study of 
those who have to deal with men in that so- 
lemn place, the inquiry room. We would 
^Iso ask^ whether the Saviour's treatment of 
the ruler, Luke xriiL 18-^23, does not shed 
light upon this subject? 

The importance of giving right ia- 
stfuctioQ to sinners under conviction, 
Jhas often been dwelt on with much 
feeling and force, both from the pulpit 
4tnd the press. A great variety of er- 
rors, into which convicted sinners are 
liable to fall, either Irom wrong in- 
struction, or the wiles of the adversary, 
have also often been pointed out, and 
the note of warning raised against 
<them. Still, it is not unreasonable to 
suppose, that there may remain por- 
tions of this field unsurveyed, and that 
something new may be found in the 
diversified experience of those who 
are engaged in the great business of 
saving men. 

There is a point of wrong instruc- 
tion leading convicted sinners into se- 
rious error, which the writer has not 
seen publicly noticed, but which he 
has met with in his experience, and 
which it may not be unprofitable to no- 
tice in the raster's Journal. 

The error is thb^-The urging of a 
convicted sinner to abandon some spe- 
cific sin, or to do some particular dutv, 
as a necessary pre-requisite to his sub- 
mission to God, and assuring him. 
that unless he will do this or that speci- 
fied thing, there is no such thing as his 
submittin^f to God, or coming to Christ 
for salvation. The difficulty of this 
instruction lies here: It is urging the 
sinner to do with an impenitent and 
unsubdued heart, what he needs a 
right heart to perform, and to do it in 
order to obtain a right heart. Or, it is 
trying to induce a wicked man to do 
what is a Christian dutyj asa sine qua 
rum to his becoming a good man. 

The following examples will more 
clearly illustrate my idea. 

Soon after the Temperance Reform- 
ation began, during a protracted meet- 
ing, a tavern keeper was brought under 
deep conviction of sin by the Spirit of 
God. His soul seemed in agony. Now 
what was he tol^ to do 1 With united 



voke we urged him to clear out hU 
bar; assuring him^ that he must do it 
as the first thing, or his conversion 
would be hopeless. And this point 
was kept constantly and directly be- 
fore his mind. What was the result? 
He struggled and struggled awhile, 
then lost his convictions, became har- 
dened, afterwards died, no doubt in his 
sins. I have often since reflected with 
pain on his case, feeling that wrong 
instruction was probably the means of 
his losing his soul. But was it not 
right for him to clear out his bar, and 
ought he not to have done it 1 Yes, 
but here was the difficulty : He then 
had no right principle to lead him to do 
it ; and to expect, that with his wrong 
feelings as an unconverted man, he 
would do so great a thing as was the 
abolition of his bar, in his circum- 
stances, was both unreasonable and 
hopeless. How then ought he to have 
been instructed? He should have 
been directed as the very firsc things 
to. submithimself unreservedly to God, 
to give up all, and when he had done 
this, then, as an act of obedience, and 
as an evidence of his sincerity, he 
should have been told that he must 
give up his bar at once, and practically 
abanoon all his other sins. It would 
naw have been easy for him to do it, 
for he would have had Christian prin- 
ciple to do it with. The rebel's heart 
must first yield, and then his hand will 
throw the weapon down, but to hope 
the hand will give up the weapon, 
while the heart is unyielding, is idle. 
So the sinner^ heart must bow, and 
then he will ''cast away the trans- 
gressions whereby he has trans- 
gressed," without aelay. 

By the grace of God, I trust I pro- 
fited by tUe above case, as will be seen 
from another example : 

It is that of a young lady of a fine 
mind, good education, and amiable dis- 
position* The first conversation I had 
with her was in an " anxious meeting," 
where a number of young converts and 
convicted sinners were assembled. I 
asked her, if she were willing to give 
herself to the Saviour ? Her reply was. 
" I am not willing to be a missionary." 
I found that the impression had been 
strongly made on her mindj that she 
must be grilling to be » missiopary, 
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before she could become a Chnstiail ; 
and to be a missionary she felt wholly 
unwiiliDg. And no wonder : — ^lor how 
could an impenitent sinner be willing 
to do what is an act of the most fervent 
Christian love? Her difficulty I thought 
I saw at once, but circumstances pre- 
vented my say ing much to her that eve- 
ning. An unusual interest was awa- 
kened in my mind relative to her case. 
I therefore called the next day, and had 
a personal interview with her. The 
difficulty remained. She was unwil- 
ling to be a missionary, and therefore 
could not be a Christian. I addressed 
her as follows, as nearly as I now re- 
collect ray language: "How do you 
know that God wants you to be a mis- 
sionary ? If you become a Christian, 
the first thing God may do with you 
may be to take you to heaven. You 
nor I do not know what certaiin place 
(>od will wish you to occupy in his 
kingdom. Your duty is to give your- 
self to him, and then inquire, ' Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do V Thus 
did Paul. He first bowed to the Sa- 
viour, then sought what was duty, 
and learning it, he did it cheerfully 
and without delay. So do you. Yield 
yourself to the Saviour, take bis yoke 
upon you, and then learn of him ; and 
if his word. Spirit and Providence 
shall show you that it is your duty to 
be a missionary, and that this is his will 
concerning you, eo and be one cor- 
dially and cheerfully ; but if he directs 
you into some other sphere, then enter 
it. Is not this rizht? Is it not proper 
and reasonable that you thu9 feel and 
do 7" She assented, and, as we be 
lieve, gave her heart to God, and knelt 
with me in prayer, in token of her un- 
aonditional submission to the Saviour. 
Since that time she has been willing 
to be a missionary^ or whatever else 
he^ God might desire of her. 

That similar difficulties are often 
stumbling blocks in the way of con- 
victed sinners, there can be no doubt, 
and they prove stumbling blocks of a 
most serious character. For it seems 
so right, that the very thins be done, 
which the sinner is unwilling to do, 
that it is supposed, because he is un- 
willing to do the very thing in (ques- 
tion, therefore he will not submit to 
God. Whereas the real difficulty is, 
he has no right feelings to do it with, 



and cannot have, until his rebellious 
heart has bowed to the High and Holy 
One. Hence, let the sinner be brought 
to yield himself unreservedly to God ; 
let him first take Christ's yoke, Baad 
then he will be ready and prepared to 
hear and obey his voice, and he will 
do it. Now you may point out to him 
specific duties to do, or specific sins to 
forsake, and if he has truly given him- 
self to the Saviour, there will be no 
hesitation about his doing the one or 
the other. His sincerity he will show- 
by doing what appears his duty, and 
in renouncing what appears to bie sin ; 
and he will do this readily, for he will 
have right feelings with which to do 
them. And thus he will test his cha- 
racter both to himself and to others. 



DEATH-BED OP A CHRISTIAN. 

Mrs. N. Spencer, of PortageviUe, N. Y., 
departed this life on the 10th August, 1837. 
The foUowing ptrticulara arc fiiniished by 
her Pastor. 

Her faith was severely tried, but it 
was victorious. Christ was present, 
almost visibly, in the dark valley. The 
moral atmosphere of her dying cham- 
ber was truly the air of heaven — the 
fanning of angels' wings. 

She was conscious that the icy hand 
of death was upon her, but could not 
bear to depart, until she had given un- 
equivocal testimony to the truth of our 
divine and holy religion, the existence 
and attributes of God^nd the glory of 
Jesus our Saviour. When death nad 
closed her eyes, and her favored spirit 
was believed by her friends to have 
departed, she said, with a distinct antl 
audible voice, *' No. I have not gone 
yet, but soon I go. I know I am dying. 
O, how happy — how happy is my 
soul ! O, Jesus, how lovely ! O, the 
glory, the glory I" Sheseemed to have 
departed and returned with a message 
from the world of spirits. She strove 
to save from the wrath of God her un- 
believing relatives, warning and en- 
treating them to fly to the arms of a 
crucified Saviour. Just before her soul 
took its flight, she thus addressed her 
husband, " If you will not believe my 
living testimony, will you not believe 
my dying testimony? I am dying, 
my dear husband. Believe nae, Jesvs 
is precious : O, trust in him." 
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Go, ......... Preach the Gospel Mark xvi. 15. 

How shall they fbeach, except they be sent ? . . . Rom. x. 15. 
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No. 11. 



THE LIVING TEACHER. 



[FVom the 19th Report of the Central Americao 
Education Society.] 

Ik less than thirty years from the death of 
Christ, his Gospel was spread over the civil- 
ized world. This fact is recorded by histori- 
ans of unquestioned veracity, and is con- 
firmed by inspired testimony. In the Epistle 
to the Colossians, written a. d. 62, or twen 
ty-eight years after the crucifixion, the Apos- 
tle, speaking of the Gospel, says, " which is 
come unto you as it is in all the world ; and 
bringeth forth ft-uit." Again; "If ye con- 
tinue in the faith, grounded and settled, and 
be not moved away from the hope of the 
Gk)spel which ye have heard, and which was 
preached to every creature which is under 
heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minis- 
ter." This language is intelligible only on 
the supposition, that the Gk>8pel, at this early 
period, was not only known, but producing 
Its proper fruits throughout the many nations 
comprising the Roman Empire. In a. d. 58, 
or twenty-four years after the death of Christ, 
when Paul wrote his Epistle to the Romans, 
he expresses gladness, because "their obe- 
dience had come abroad unto all men:'' he 
breaks forth in "thanks to God through Je- 
sus Christ, because their faith was spoken of 
throughout the whole world." Here it is 
manifest, that the Gospel was introduced at 
Rome at a very 'carly period— that many 
there were openly obedient to that Grospel, I 
and that it had spread through the Empire 
with immense rapidity. That it had thus 
extensively found its- way, is settled by the 
fiirther testimony of the Apostles "So then 
iaith Cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God. But I say, have they not 
heard 1 Yes, vwily, their sound went into 

VOL. X. 23 



all the earth, and their words unto the ends 
of the worid." This success of the early 
Christians cannot be called in question. It 
stands out in bold contrast with the conduct 
of professing Christians at the present day, 
and administers merited rebuke to our slug- 
gish and heartleps movements. "They had 
none of our means and facilities for com- 
bined action ; no press, almost no books; no 
connexion with, no countenance from the 
state; no opportunities even for free inter- 
communion among themselves; no patron- 
age but that of heaven. They went indivi- 
dually to work under the influence of on© 
spirit— that spirit in their Saviour, which 
made Him such a martyr in the cause of 
man." 

The Scripture testimony elicits another 
fact of thrilling mterest and of great mo- 
ment, by reason of the light it may cast upon 
the path of our future plana and labors. It 
appears, that the knowledge of Christ was 
spread over the known world, and that 
churches in great numbers were established, 
before a single Giospel or Epistle of the New 
Testament was committed to writing. The 
first Epistle to the Thessalonians was writ- 
ten "from Corinth, not long after the public 
cation of Claudius' edict against the Jews, 
which happened in the twelfth year of his 
reign, answering to a. d. 51." This opinion 
of Dr. MacKnight is fully sustained by 
learned commentators. The date of this 
Epistle is generally placed about eighteen 
years after the resurrection and ascension of 
Christ. This letter not only recognizes the 
fiict of the general spread of the Gospel at 
this early date, but makes known the instru- 
mentality by which it had been accumplish- 
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ad : Tor from yoa soended out the word of 
the Lord, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, 
but alio in every place your faith to Grodward 
is spread abioad, so that we need not to say 
any thing." The instrumentality, by which 
such vast and amazing changes were so 
rapidly effected, was the (Gospel, published 
by the living precuher. The apostles and 
disciples received the command from their 
risen Saviour, " Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the Gospel to every creature.'' They 
** conferred not with flesh and blood,*' but 
immediately yielded simple but energetic obe- 
dience; for it is written of them, "And they 
went forth and preached every where, the 
Lord working with them, and confirming the 
word with signs following." So long as 
they were intent upon obedience to the com- 
mand to " preach the Crospel to every crea- 
ture," the movements of Providence were 
coincident and distinguished. It was at the 
very time when Jerusalem was crowded with 
a vast concourse of men from almost all na- 
tions, that the Spirit was poured out with 
such power as to render a single sermon 
efiectual to the conversion of three thou- 
sand SOULS. When opposition began to rage, 
»nd the apostles were seized and thrust into 
prison, their steadfastness and boldness, in 
preaching salvation through Christ crucified, 
fo deeply impressed the excited masses of 
population, that in a few days, " the number 
of the men" who believed " was about five 
thousand." And even when persecution was 
permitted to move forward with terrible and 
bloody sway, it was that this divinely insti- 
tuted plan might be mors thoroughly tested, 
and its wisdom and its power more perfectly 
dsmoBstrate^* " And at that time there was 
a great persecution against the Church which 
was at Jerusalem i and they were all scat- 
tered abroad— except the apostles— therefore 
they that were scattered abroad went every 
where preaching the word." Can there be 



any doubt, that in the self-denial and the 
amazing exertions of the primitive Christians, 
to spread the Grospel throughout the world, 

THEIR SOLE REUAMCB, UMDBB GOD, WAS UPOST 

THE uviKo TEACHER? Csn their be any 
doubt, that inspiration moved not ibr Uie 
writing of any portion of the New Testa- 
ment, until, by preaching, the Gospel bad ob- 
tained a hold upon the nations; until, in the 
converted and the inquiringb • strong, an on- 
conquerable thirst for inspired truth hsd bees 
created 1 The books of the New Testsmsnt 
were written to meet the exigencies of tx- 
isting churches, and were generally address- 
ed to them. The apostles went not forth 
with their epistles in their hands, but with 
the Spirit of Christ and the power of the 
Gospel in their hearts. Can there be any 
doubt, that by this divinely instituted plan, 
by the simple instrumentality of a preached 
Gospel, attended with the Divine blessing> 
the knowledge of Christ cmdfied has ones 
been spread over the known world 1 "It 
appears from the most credible re^jprds, thst 
the Gospel was preached in Idunea, Syria, 
and Mesopotamia, by Jude; in Egypt, Mar- 
morica, Mauritania, and other parts of Africa, 
by Mark, Simon, and Jude; in Ethiopia, by 
Candace's eunuch and Matthias; in Pontus, 
Galatia, and the neighboring parts of Asia, 
by Peter; in the territories of the seven 
Asiatic churches, by John; in Parthia, by 
Matthew; in Scythia, by Philip and An- 
drew ; in the northern and western parts ef 
Asia, by Bartholomew ; in Persia, by Simon 
and Jude; in Media, Csrmania, and several 
eastmi parts, by Thomas ; through the vast 
tract from Jejiwalem round about unto Illy- 
ricum, by Paul ; as also in Italy, and proba- 
bly in Spain, Gaul and Britain ; in most oC 
which places Christian chnrebes w^ plan- 
ted in less than thirty years after the death 
of Christ, whidi was before the dsstructiott 
of Jerusalem." 
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•raE JOY OP BENEFICENCE. 

The aposttjB tells us that it was one of the 

maxims of Him who gave more liberally 

than all others, fer the wel4u:e of man, that 

*Mt i$, more bUi$itd to give Uufn to rsoeios." 



The neoessities of the Home Miasioaary 
cause have recently afibrded numerous ooea- 
sions for th^ exeroplificatien of Uiis princk- 
pie. That it has been blessed to rtewttp 
mapy of our desr biettirtn, laboring in m« 
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and needy settlements, can testify. Bur- 
dened with cares, embarrassed with poverty, 
and even suffering with their families for 
want of food and raiment, they can teii toUh 
tehatjoy they hav6 received the benefactions 
of the chnrches; what light has been shed 
throughout their dwellings by the reception 
of a small remittance from the Missionary 
treasury. Still greater, however, must be 
the joy of those wlio gavt the means of re- 
lief. We regard as enviable the feelings of 
those, who, during the past season, have de- 
nied themselves that they might be able tu 
contribute to the relief of the Missionary and 
his family; who have been willing to forego 
their lawful gratifications, have submitted to 
unusual toils and retrenchments, that they 
might honor Christ, and sustain the ministry 
of his word, in a season when the mass of 
the community seemed anxious only to 
take care of themselves. These are "friends 
in time of need." We tender them the 
thanks of this Society : we do more— we 
present them the thanks of the Missionary, 
and of his rejoicing family— thanks penned 
amidst the gratitude of children clothed and 
fed, and of a companion relieved of the load 
of anxious cares that pressed upon her 
heart. 

SoTM Examples, 

Says a Missionary in Canada : " Your 
letter authorizing me to draw for the pay- 
ment of my last three mouths* wages has 
just come to hand, for which I ieel unfeign- 
edly thankful, as it will be the means of re- 
lieving me greatly in the present time of 
my embarrassed circumstances. The ten- 
der of renewed assistance was received by 
me with feelings which are beyond the 
power of language to describe. It afforded 
me consolation and encouragement in the 
midst of war and bloodshed. • 

Another writes : " I must say, that if I 
were ever glad in my life, it was when my 
last remittance arrived. 1 had been com- 
plelled almost to suspend operations In the 
Missionary field to attend to my domestic 
concerns. In addition to $50, which I had 
previously borrowed, I was compelled to 
run in debt S^ more, to purchase provi- 
sions. I had almost lost my horse for 
want of feed. Besides these, numerous 
bills remain unpaid. Imagine, then, the 
transition which even the prospect of relief 
from such circumstances will produce. 
The Lord ^rant to make my heart as thank- 
fid tmh%M made it giaa. May I never ' 



forget the lesson I haye learned, to trust in 
Providence." 

Another says, " We have great reason to 
bless God, who has rendered our efforts so 
much more effectual than we deserve. But 
my usefulness has greatly been hindered 
from' the want of a suitable support. Dur- 
ing the last quarter, I have had many trials. 
I would not complain ; but that you may 
appreciate the acceptablcness of the relief 
you have sent, I will mention one circum- 
stance. I have been so pressed for means, 
as to be Compelled to sell my overcoat to 
obtain money to buy bread. Yet the Lord 
hath not dealt with me after my sins. The 
money I received from your Society reliev- 
ed me much, and I ffeel grateful for it." 

This relief, which, from day to-day, wa 
are permitted to dispense, comes from va- 
rious sources ; but among them we particu- 
larly recognize the offerings of the poor. 
We, therefore, hand over these expressions 
of gratitude received from our Missionaries, 
to the widow and the orphan, whose bum- 
ble gifts were among the earliest means of 
relief; to the circles of industrious females, 
whose social hours were consecrated to reli- 
gious labor ; to the aged couple who gave 
us the little store which they had laid up 
against the time of their own need. We 
hand over this gratitude to the clergyman's 
family, who, when they heard of the Mis- 
sionary's need, levied a tax upon them- 
selves for this object, from the father down 
to the infant, or parted with articles of orna- 
ment or innocent luxury, the pledges of fra- 
ternal or conju^fal regard— not because they 
loved the givers less, but because they loved 
Christ more. We hand over this gratitude 
to the merchant and man of business, who, 
amidst all the embarrassments of this me- 
morable year, has nevertheless thought it 
better for him to subtract from his capital, 
in order to give, than that the caase of mis- 
sions should be hindered, and the Missionary 
should suffer. And as these several classes 
of benefactors have already enjoyed the 
pleasure arising directly irom the exercise of 
beneficence, they may now receive the addi- 
tional gratification of knowing that their 
charities have not failed of their intention. 
The good they meant to do is taking place; 
the relief they intended to impart is received 
as a real and substantial behefit; and the 
word of God, which otherwise might hava 
been restricted, now hat '* free i6otirse, and 
it glorified." 
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REPORTS OF MISSIONARIES. 



MISSIONARY PRIVATIONS. 

From the following extracts, thefriend3of 
the Society will perceive that it has not been 
able, with all its efforts, entirely to prevent 
the occurrence of cases of severe embarrass- 
ment among its Missionaries. For the most 
part, the pressing cases have received atten- 
tion and relief; but others, as pressing, must 
speedily present themselves, unless the con- 
tributions of the benevolent flow in liberally 
to our assistance. 

No. 1. 

I hope you will be able to send on the re- 
maining *27 dollars and 50 cents due to 
me imnudiately, as I am in a great strait I 

~ ' " a vrmi «ka» mir ' 



I have no library. Wbea I commeoeecl 
my labors here, my former minister loaned 
me a few books for a year. That year is 
nearly expired ; and I must find some other 
brother, who will supply me in the same 
way for the ensuing year, or perhaps I 
may do without boK>iM for a short tune. 
But what is worse than all this, I am io 
debtf and encouragement has been given 
that something would be paid. For this 
my dependence is on the A. H. M. S. 
No. 3. 



for want of it. I can assure you that my 
family have suffered severe privations the 
last SIX months. My people were so poor 
that their subscriptions could not be collect- 
ed, and a large balance is now due, which 
cannot be obtained. We have not had 
bread to eat. for several day» together, and 
should not have had even potatoes, had I 
not first labored for some of the farmers to 
earn them. Our present situation is not 
much better, but I forbear — shall wait with 
much anxiety for aleucr from you. 
Results qf labor. 
Perhaps some may think, that cases like 
the above can occur only where the clergy- 
man is inefficient, and wantingin thosequa- 
lities which secure the respect of the com 
munity. Whether this surpiise be well 
founded, in the present instance, may be in- 
ferred from the following extract : 

When I came I found every thing as 
unpromising as it could possibly be : there 
was no Presbyterian or Congregational 
church, no rej^nlar meeting for worship, 
the Sabbath almost universally profaned, 
and but few, if any, domestic altars in the 
whole township. Ailer having labored a 
few months, through the blessing of God, a 
church was organized, consisting of nine 
members, to which the Lord has since ad- 
ded seventy-three more, at different times , 
making the whole number eighty- two.-— 
nine of them were added during the laat 
year." 

No. 8. 
At the commencement of winter my fa- 
mily and myself were thinly and poorly 
clad; but rather than draw on the Society, 
w.e conchided to encounter the winter ac 
best we might. But God has provided for 
us. Our dear people have made us ^te- 
^nu comprising the very things we ti««led. 



I have just sold a drafl fbr fifly dollars 
on your Society. I am compelled, by ne- 
cessity, to do this. Since the receipt of my 
I commission, I have been obliged to pur- 
chase every thing which I needed, upon 
credit j expectingto meet the payment with 
what I snouUl receive from your Society. 
They are now due, and must be paid. I 
have no money, and not a cent's worth of 
property on earth, except my riding hors« 
and a handful of books. The draft which 
I have sold just covers my debts that are 
now due, and leaves me still without mo- 
ney. 1 hope you will be able to meet it. If 
it should be protested, I shall be placed in a 
very unpleasant condition. 



REVIVALS. 

TRIUMPHS OP GRACE. 

Since I last wrote, wo have had six addi- 
tions—five of them on examination, and 
one on certificate. On last Sabbath we re- 
ceived GJen. — — and wife to our 
church. Of this gentleman I spoke in mj 
last communication. His conversion la 
one of the most signal displays of divine 
grace which I have ever seen. The lion 
has been changed into the lamb. There 
are eight or ten other hopefully converted 
persons in our village and vicinity, who 
will, in all probability, unite with our church 
before long. One of them is a man that I 
brought to my house about two months 
since in a state of intoxication. We kept 
him there, until he got sober. I prayed with 
him, and exhorted him to repent and turn 
to God. This morning he called to see roe 
and told me that he indulges a hope of par* 
don through Jesus Christ. 



Prom Rev. J. F. Cov^auy Missouri. 
Since my last, I have visited Union, the 
seat of justice in Franklin county. I re- 
mained 'there over three Sabbaths. It was 
a season of rejoicing in the Lord. We 
trust there were between thirty and forty 
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conversions — many of them very import- 
ant accessions to the cause of the blessed 
Saviour. I trust some of the young men 
will become ministers. Two gentlemen 
upwards of fifty years of age, with almost 
ail of their numerous families were among 
the subjects. 

UNION MfiETJNG. 

From. Rev. J. C. Easirnan^ Washingtarij 
Fayette Co.^ O. 

In compliance with the suggestions of 
the circular from the Baptist, Methodist 
and Presbyterian brethren in New- York, 
we concluded to begin the year with a spe- 
cial effort for the salvation of souls. And 
so said our Methodist brethren. One and 
all concluded, that if there were a place on 
the earth, where extraordinary means 
should be employed IQ arrest " the current 
of souls, broad and deep, pouring into the 
gulf of despair," it was here. And fearing 
lest a simultaneous efibrt for the same ob- 
jeet in both our houses of worship, might 
afford the world ground to suspect that our 
object was a strife for recruits, rather than 
a desire for the salvation of sinners, we 
agreed to join our forces and make one 
united attack upon the camp of the enemy. 
Accordingly the first Thursday of the year 
was observed as a day of fasting and 
prayer, and public worship in the Presby- 
terian church. And on the following Sab- 
bath we commenced preaching in our house, 
{it being the most convenient,) and it was 
kept up by Presbyterian and Methodist 
ministers. Although we have not seen that 
general awakening which we all desire, yet 
the Lord has afforded us some omens of 
good. On the first evening seven persons 
came forward in the presence of all the 
congregation to ask the prayers of God's 
people for their burdened souls. The in- 
terest has seemed to increase almost daily. 
On Sabbath evening last, ten individuals 
expressed their hope in Christ, andtheirde- 
sire to be attached to some Christian church 
which they may hereafter select. Among 
them six were heads of families. Many 
others are now laboring under deep cQn- 
viction, and som6 we trust are not far from 
the kingdom. 

As for the state of Christian feelinsr, one 
toward another, we can now say, " Hehold 
how good, and how pleasant it is for bre- 
ihren to dwell together in unity." As for 
Ihe feelings of Christians for perishing 
Bouls, I fully believe there is that degree of 
agonizing prayer, which a prayer-hearing 
God will not disregard. 



us with a delightful revival of religion. In 
November, Br. J. B. Graves assisted me in 
a protracted meeting, during which there 
were about twenty apparent conversions. 
At the last communion thirteemjnited by a 
profession of faith, and two by letter; and 
others, 1 think, will unite when opportunity 
offers. Our last communion was the most 
interesting day that this church has perhaps 
ever enjoyed. 

Grateful reiuru. 

This church and congregation has re- 
ceived aid from your Society ever since the 
commencement of my labors among them, 
and have never done any thing in aid of 
your funds. Considering the embarrassed 
state of your Society, and the great netd of 
funds, 1 have laid the subject before them, 
and expect we shall make out thirty or forty 
dollars. 



MISSISSIPPI. 



From Rev. A. Ketchum^ Bethany, Pa. 
In reporting labor for the last six months, 
I am privileged to say ibe Xiocdhas favored 



From Rev, H. Patrick^ Caledonia^ 
JLiOiondei Co., Miss, 

CAMP-MEETINGS. 

The habits, feelings, and prepossessions 
of the people in this country are strongly in 
favor of protracted meetings ; and, as lar as 
our eye can see — making allowance for 
much which sober truth must pronounce the 
effect of spurious excitement— most of tlie 
good that is here accomplished by the Gos- 
pel, seems to be eflfected principally by the 
preaching of the word, during the large and 
solemn camp-meetings usual with us, which 
are always well attended. 

Persons awakened and becoming serious 
at our protracted meetings, always awadcen 
feelings of solicitude in my bosom for their 
welfare, lest the impressions made on their 
minds should fade away, and thus they 
should relapse into their former carelessness. 
I have therefore endeavored to place my- 
self frequently in the way df such; read to 
them, or give them tracts to read, hold pray- 
er meetings in the neighborhood of their re- 
sidence, make ihcm the special objects of 
prayer, and preach wherever I judge they 
may have an opportunity to attend and hear. 

INCIDENTS OF MISSIONARY LIFE. 

I believe 1 am happy to give my testimo- 
ny and say, that in my labors in this course 
of action, and for the purpose of benefiting 
souls, I meet with some encouraging suc- 
cess. During the present week, 1 called to 
see an interesting young lady, who had 
been awakened at our camp-meeting in Sep- 
tember, and conversed with her with spe- 
cial reference to the state of her spiritual 
feelings; endeavored to present before ber 
mind the descriptions which the 3ibi« ghrct 
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of the feelings of a repenting, returning tin- 
ner. I was gratified to fiml that she pro- 
fesses to be tlie subject of penitential feel- 
ings, as described. 

Whilst in a distant part of one of my con- 
legations, I called at the house of a pious 
lethodiat, and spent the night with him. 
From some cause — I do not Know at this 
time precisely what — I felt prompted^ more 
than ordinarily, to exhort and pray for the 
numerous unconverted members of his fa- 
roily. I was much engaged in these services 
during the night; andin the morning, when 
about taking my leave of the family,! called 
all the children up before me, and prayed for 
them. The next time I saw the father, I 
was informed, that one of these children, a 
daughter of twelve years old, about two 
weeks after Ilefl them, was called from time 
to eternity, and that on her death-bed, she 

Srofessed repentance for sin, and hope in 
hrist; and submitted to the hand of death j 
with Christian resignation, and in hope of 
glory in another world. He expressed his 
thanks for the visit I paid at his bouse, and 
added, that in his ihouj^hts, what I had said 
and done with his children, was probably 
connected with the hopeful conversion of 
his daus^hter. His solicitude and invita- 
tions will not permit me to pass his house 
hereafter, without calling and preaching 
there. 

.FVm a Missionary R^ort, 

A HARD FIELD OF LABOR. 

The whole community here, both in and 
4mi of the church, have turned their thoughts 
almost entirely to this subieot of inquiry, 
'' how they are to accumulate and secure 
the things of this world V The feeling and 
oonviction impressed upon all is, that every 
person — even though a preacher, devoted to 
the care of souls— must shift and make mo- 
ney for himself! The feeling with every 
one is, " whatever I can do for the cause of 
(^ristianity, consistently with making the 
world a supreme object of regard — why, I 
believe I am willing to do f and so for you 
may calculate on his support of Christ's 
cause, and no farther. Paying any thing, 
or nothing, just as it suits best, towards the 
support of ministers, is constantly practised 
by many, and not at all esteemed inconsis- 
tent with the integrity of an upright Chi^s- 
Uan character. This being the general 
feeling in and out of the church, an apology 
is furnished, or necessity imposed upon the 
ministry to become secular. Hence, nearly 
every minister in the country is found la^ 
boring, in the department* of medicine, 
school teaching; on tlie farm, or engaged in 
merchandise, for -a mere living, or to keep 
up with the active, busy^ World anmnd in 



Misoinu. 
A Specimen, 
The foHowing is a sample of the new set- 
tlements which the Missionary finds scat- 
tered tbrongboul the West Emigrants move 
on, select their land, and begin improve- 
ments without respect to religious privileges, 
and other social advantages, and the work of 
organizing and snstaining the insiitutions of 
the gospel, is therefore fourfold more diffi- 
cult, than if the settlements were made at 
first with reference to such institotionar 

I shall receive about one hnndred and fiw 
dollars, from the people, for the term of 
my conmiission : my first quarter having 
b€«n spent, according to the direction of 
Presbytery, in laboring promiscuously 
among vacant churches; for which I re- 
ceived nothing from the people. The mem- 
bers of my churches are generally quite 
poor; several of them are slaves : more than 
two-thirds of the remainder are females; se- 
veral of them poor widows, with larjg;e ik- 
milies. Besides, they have not been in the 
habit of supporting tne ministry of the gos- 
pel, and they think they are less able to do 
It than they really are. We have no house 
for public worship in the county. The peo- 
pie promise to build next summer. I labor 
under great inconvenience, in cold weather, 
from want of suitable houses to preach in. 
I am obliged to preach in private houses, 
and they^are all very smau, which keeptf 
many away from public worship. I have 
adjourned my Bible classes until spring, be^ 
cause I have no place to teach them. 1 have 
an important field of labor. I am fifty-five 
miles from the nearest Presbyterian minis- 
ter, except two old fathers, who have worn 
themselves entirely out in the service. The 
Roman Catholics are rearing a chapel in the 
centre of one of my congregations. As yet, 
they are fofr in number, but they will soon 
flock around their temple. 



jFV<m» Rev. JB. P. NoeU, KnoxviUe^ 2K. 

In reviewing my labors here for two 
years past, I cannot butsay withoneof old, 
'* Hitherto the Lord hath helped us." The 
day after Handed hereour cnurch was or- 

fanized, consisting of eleven members. It 
as strolled through difikuhies until now^ 
and its present number is thirty-seven, 
Among these are some efiicient Christians 
who know how to hold up the hands of a 
minister. There are many things in the 
way of building up a church in this part of 
"the far West," and many trials thai a 
minister has to undergo, which those living 
in older coumne»ktiof^lUtW^abOttk Ottift 
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baTe been neitber few jior small. But tbe 
Lord has helped us through^ and to his 
name be tbe praise. 

A WITNESS FOR THE 1. H. M. 8. 

From a Layman in lUinois, 
I eould giro a short sketch of the rise of 
the church of Christ in Illiuois. I was here 
when the first churches were formed in this 
State and Missouri, under the labors of 
Eev. Messrs. Robinson of St. Charles, and 
Qiddings of St. Louis. Those men labor- 
ed hard; and the few scattered disciples 
sighed deeply for the institutions of the 
Gospel. I shall never forget one occasion, 
when Mr. Robinson came to Illinois, and 
preached am idst our desolations. Our con- 
dition seemed to touch his heart. He saw 
it was apparently of no use to organize 
churches. Several that had beeif formed 
had broken to pieces. T he one which I 
bad joined had become extinct, and it ap- 
peared as if the ship must be ^iven up — 
that the last ray of evangelical light in Illi- 
nois must ^o out Such was the feeling of 
many Christians in Illinois for several 
years ; when, all at once, we heard of the 
formation of the American Home Mission- 
ary Society; and it has appeared to me, 
that that Society was formed in answer to 
tbe |»rayers of God's people in the new and 
destitute paru of America. It was just 
such a Society as the exigencies of the 
West required. It has also appeared to me, 
that tbe efaurohes fostered by that Society, 
have more of a Missionary feeling than 
ibrmerly was common. 

INDIANA. 

F^rom a Minister on the Wabash. 

A WIDE FIELD. 

We are in a wide moral waste. I stood 
alone as a Presbyterian minister, in a terri- 
tory of more than one hundred miles square, 
for six years, till my brother came. By bis 
removal here, he has regained his health, 
and preached most of the time. We could 
find enoui;hforhalf a dozen ministers to do, 
if we had them« StiU, this is rather a dis- 
oonraging field. 



HOW A BfflSSIONART VIEWS IT. 

Little do many of my brethren at tbe 
East know of tbe state of morals and of reli- 
gion at the West. Could they see the wide 
spread desolation of intemperance, profane- 
ness, ^mbling, Sabbath breaking, and kin- 
dred vices, they would more deeply sympa- 
thize than now, with evangelical ministers 
here. Tgnorcnce^ and delusion, and infide- 
Hffff, most certainly must triumph, if ail pos- 
sible m£ans are not speedily used to prevefU. 
I know that God can stop the progress 
of sin and Satan, and I rejoice to know 
tbi* &ct ; but be works by means. He has 



hitherto used the A. H, M. S. to bless tbe 
West, and is now using it ; but if it should 
slack its hand for want of funds, where 
shall we look for the appropriate means 1 



Prom Rev. P. S, Cleland, JeffersonvilU^ In, 
The last quarter of the departed year was 
one of unusual prosperity to this church. 
At our communion, on the 5th Sabbath in 
October, we admitted six persons to the fel- 
lowship of the church; one of whom was 
received on profession of her faith. During 
tbe meeting, in which I was assisted by se- 
veral ministerial brethren, we had evident 
tokens of the presence of tbe divine Spirit. 
Christians seemed to be revived and re* 
freshed ; and some precious souls^ as we be- 
lieve, were brought to repentance, and to 
the acknowledgment of the truth as it is in 
Jesus. 1 think that I never saw instance* 
of more pungent conviction of sin, than I 
witnessed in some individuals during tbe 
progress of the meeting. Some of these 
persons have been brought to rejoice in the 
hope of a glorious immortality ; while others 
have, as we fear, grieved tbe Holy Ghost, 
and caused him to depart from them. O^r 
inquiry meetings which were held dur- 
ing the progress of our spiritual feast, and 
for some time afterwards, were attended 
with profit by a number of persons. I can- 
not state, definitely, the number of those 
who have been hopefully converted as the 
result of that meeting. 

Thus you will perceive that the Lord has 
not 1^ us without encouragement; but 
has given us convincing evidence of bi» 
faithfulness and his love to Zion. And 
thus, too, the Lord has added another bless- 
ing to the labors and benefactions of the 
A. H. M. S. Indeed I do not know what 
the little flock of Christ in this place would 
do to enjoy the preached word, without the 
aid of your Society. In fact, the whole 
Presbytery to which I belong are indiebted 
to the A..H. M.S., under Gkxl, in a great de- 
cree, for the existence and maintenance of 
its churches. 

Candidates for the Ministry, 
There are two young men in my conne- 
gation who have commenced study wiui a 
view to the ministry, and two or three others 
who, I hope, will soon unite with them. — 
While they remain with me, I shall teach 
them gratuitously, and shall hope to get my 
church to sustain them in the work. I fondly 
hope, in a few years, to see four or five 
young men of thisllttfe church, go forth as 
ministers of the Go«pel of Christ. Cannot 
all the other Missionaries of your Society 
do as much as this? Have they ever sought 
for suitable individuals in their churches, 
and persuaded them to seek a preparatiea 
for tbe ministry 1 
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AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 



CANADA HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

[Extracts from the Report ^ conliniied from 
last No.] 

Oranby and Sheford. — Mr. Chapin's 
Journal gives the fdliowing particulars: 

The Emigrant Child. 

Spent the night at Mr. D 's, found 

here an intelligent child five years old, whose 
history deeply affected me. She had come 
on from beyond Sherbrooke eighty miles on 
foot, with a travelling company of emi- 
grants. Her mother is dead, and her father 
abandoned her, leaving her with a girl of j 
infamous character. VVhen her nioiher 
was buried, as they had had no boards in 
the settlement, they split a log and put up 
two side pieces in the grave, dropped her in 
—laid another half log on the top, and co- 
vered her up. 

When this wearied, worn-out and for- 



they have ceased to affect me as th^ once 
did. I seldom now make the inquiry or 
record the fact. Three members were on 
this occasion added to the church, two on 
profession of their faith, and one by letter." 
A Convert, 

Under date of 6*>ptember 18, Mr, C 
mentions the hopeful conversion of one who 
had been " a wicked and profane man, and 
neglecier of the Sabbath and the means of 
grace." His convictions roused him at 
midni|fht, when he constrained his wife to 
pray for him: — 

He said to a neighbor, that a few day» 
previous to his conversion, if he could have 
done it, he would have pulled God from his 
throne, because he wet his hay. ' One 
thing,' says he, * which gives roc some little 
hope is, 1 feel no enmity against any one.' 
None against your enemies 7 'No. Did 
you ever feel it { * Yes,' said he, *i have 
felt that if I had omnipotent power, 1 would 
have crushed them to all eternity.* On 
leaving his house, he came with me into the 
field, talking about the love of Christ, and 



saken little suffej-er reached Granby, she 

was scarce able to go — her hard, nail-fastcn- 

cd shoes were a sore of blood. It had j| after wiping the fast falling teeurs from his 

dropped from her feet and dried in her shoes || face, * Oh, this world,' said he, * in compa- 
rison with the other, is no more than a 
leaf.' 



when I saw them. When on the road, and i 
almost unable to stand, she was tied to a ' 
chest on a small hand-cart. The bovs 
would run with her. Sometimes she fell 
off. She was taken by Mr. D. in a needy 

^!i^'tT^tytlt 'iL'^^triZ^Tl ^io" *" Beauharnois County, in the midstof 
saw her. And when I saw the kmd and ,| ^ ^^^^^^^^^^ ^^ f„„^„^ ^^^^ ^f ^^^^ ^ 

• from Scotland and Ireland. At this place 



One of the good ends of a pennanentage%* 
cy for Home Missions. 
Huntingdon. — This it also a new sta- 



pious 'Mrs. D. lay her down at night in a 
little neat bed on the floor, and imprint an 
affectionate kiss upon her cheek, and hoard 
the happy child say, ' Now I lay me down i 
to sleep,' and ' Our Father who art in hea- ' 
ven,' I thought indeed God was good to the 



orphan, thai: his love for litUe chTidren was ^ ?Z*TAh.» .^.i^C^ri^o ^.LJTr.^}^ 
iniuitely more parental than that of father I "^.^Vlifi^t S^^^^^^ ^'Z 

or mother. It Sirried me back to thescene ' '^ ^'"''' ' * ^"^^ outlineonly wiU be pre- 
when wy own dear mother taught me the 



same lines, the first I ever knew. As I 
knelt down in our evening devotions, I 
could not but bless Gad, and more implicitly 
believe that not even a sparrow falls to the 
ground without the notice of his eye. 

A Communion. 

Granby.^Oucc more this recovering 
church had a season of communion, thS 
first since my mission here the last year. 
The house was full to overflowing. One 
female member of the church, who for two 
or three years had not enjoyed such a pri- 
vilege, walked nine miles, most of the way ' 
through the woods, to give evidence shej 
had not forgotten the command of our Sa 
viour, * Do this in remembrance of me. 
€uch instances have become so common, ' 



there has been a signal outpouring of the 
Spirit of God, which, when viewed in con- 
nexion with the circumstances of that peo- 
ple, seems truly wonderful. It would be 



spre- 



its permit : 
sen ted. 

In March last, theGreneral Agent spent a 
Sabbath in this place, and found a few per- 
sons who were very solicitous that he should 
remain a short time with thcra, and preach 
daily to the people. One aged man who 
had been sighing and crying for the abomi-. 
nations that were done in the land, had been 
thrown upon a sick bed in consequence of 
the anguish of his spirit ; others also joined 
him in prayer to God for a revival of his 
work. Ui>der these circumstances it was 
agreed that your Agent should remain and 
labor in word and doctrine for a short time. 
Notice was given, and the few who were 
interested went fi'om house to house to invite 
their neighbors to the preaching. At first, 
only a small number cissembled; but there 
was importunate prayer. Two or three 
agreed. The answer came, " 1*he Messeiw 
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ger of the coT<inant» amiearad, and vas 
*' like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap." 
Some who had been most actire in thtir 
efforts to secure his jwrescnce, now trembled 
-under his searching scrutiny. Joy and 
peace succeeded, and they afterwards de- 
clared that tht^ never until then had expe- 
rienced a saving change, and truly the 
change was great. One man, inteUigent, 
active, and apparently pious, was con- 
strained at the dose of one of the meetings 
to make the humiliating confession to his 
neighbors that he had been a Pharisee all 
his life, and now stood before ftheny a con- 
victed sinner. It was an affecting scene, 
when he warned his brethren, and besought 
them not to Ibllow in his footsteps, for the 
"pride of his heart had deceived him." 
Others were convicted, and some began to 
rc^ioe in the hope of the glory ©f God. 

Interesting Case. 
One aged female, who had numbeied 90 
years, followed the preacher to his lodgings 
one evening after service and told him, with 
many tears of joy, what God had wrought 
for her salvation. For more than twenty 
years she had been troubled,but did not know 
what was the matter. No one had told her, 
and she knew not what to do. ^ Her distress 
had increased greatly within a few weeks. 
Her burden was more than she could bear. 
She threw herself upon the floor and be- 
fought tha Lord to show her by his Spirit, 
if there was any mercy for her. In a mo- 
ment her anguish left hen Joy, new, 
atrange, unspeakable, filled her soul. Tiie 
Saviour had indeed come to cfwell with her, 
and he brought salvation with him. She 
now came to inquire whether she might, 
with safety indulge a hope^ and in what 
manner she could spend the remnant of her 
days to the greatest advantage in the service 
of her Lord. It was evident that she had 
been taught by the Spirit of God, and 
brought to hope in his mercy without the 
mstruction of any human teacher; for ao 
one had yet instructed her even in regaxdto 
the necessity of regeneration, 

A Church organized. 
, The good work went on from day to day 
in such a manner as to devd<M)e wonder- 
fully the riches of the grace of God, and the 
power of the Gospd of Christ in the con- 
version of sinners, and the quickening of 
the saints; and before the preacher left the 
place he organiijed a church of thirty-four 
members, most of whom had been hope- 
fully converted during these makings. It 
now became with this church as well as 
your Agent, a question of painfurf anilely, 
Where shall a man be found to become 
Pastor of this flock 1 Unceasing pskyer 
was made that God wouki direct and iiless 
the means to be used for this purpose.' 

VOL, X. %i 



[j. AsjBah the antwe^ came'. Mr. E. E.- Wells, 
a licentiate from Troy, New-Yoik, wha 
had contemplate4 going on a foreign mis- 
sion, visited the church, and after a short 
time received from them a ttnanimOus callto 
become their pastor. He is now with them' 
and expects soon to be ordained and in- 
stalled. The church at present numbefa 
more than My members, nineteen having 
been received b^^ your Agent during a se- 
cond visit to- the place. 



CENTRAL BOARI> OF AGENCY 

rda THE Western ^tat^es. 

The Ceatral Board of Agency forthe West- 
ern States, held its Fifth Anniversairy, in the 
Second Presbyterian Church, in Cmcinnati, 
Wednesday, November 6, 1^7. 

Extracts from the Report. 

An erroneous impression prevails, that 
as all upon missiohary ground have heeutl 
something of Christ, their salvation is s^ 
curej: but no one who looks at facts, and 
considers the wickedness and obstinacy of 
the human heart, will suppose for a mo- 
ment that the inhabitants of our towns and 
settlements can be saved without a living 
preacher. We might as well expect a plen^ 
teons harvest because our fields were cult4- 1 
Vated in fbtmer years; or that our dense 
forests will yield a plenteous crop of grain, 
because here and there a big tree has bean 
cut down. No, the ilihalntants of these ex- 
tended destitutions must 'be lost, ami their 
posterity verge back speedily to barbarism, 
like the regions where St. Piiul preaohed,^^ 
unless they are under the influence of -a 
Sabbafth day, with all its accompanhnenta. 
The living preacher must " teach them d5!i- 
^ntly in the house and by the way," •* be 
instant in season and ont of season." He 
must give them "line upon line, precept up-' 
on precept, here a little and there a littte." 
€k>d does not premise to save men with k 
less efiicient instriimentality. 

This Board of Agency in the West has 
never collect^ so much in any year sintJe 
its organization; and this is true of the 
whole North half of the Mississippi valley. 
Ihdiatta, Illinois, Kentucky, Ohio and Mi- 
chigan, have contHbuted to the A. H. M. 
S. and its auxiliaries, about S1<>,W0, not- 
withstanding the hard times ; which is mofe 
than these states have contriblited for the 
same object in any former year. Otir dis- 
tress tonight arises from the f^lct, that We 
hive h6ett falling in the rear of the increase 
of population and internal impirovements 
for thurty years, arid now the failure of 
some lai^ge contributors in the East is hold' 
ing us at a stand, when we should be4ength- 
^niB^ our- cevds -and^ etrengtheni^g o«r 
stakes. 
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Tke Reofeipit of th« Agmwjr dwiiif the 
year were 98,1N)2 86. 

Exiracls from the Remarks of RiV. J. ff. 
Johnston^ of Madison^ M. 

Tbe iMMUni as8i|;ned tome, in thepravi- 
denofB of Ckxi, in the adjoining ^utce of In- 
4iaoa, and a le^^efice of many yearp in 
that ita^j bate afforded me -an opportunity 
Sii beooming acquainted with the character 
and operationsof the Amacioan Ho^ieMie- 
fionary Society. I speak what I know, 
and testify what 1 have seen. When I 
^rtt Tisited Indiana, thirteen years Sjgo, jfiot 
more than fifteen Presbyterian ministers 
were found residing in that state. Of 
Breahfterian and Congragatiooai ministers 
the nun^Mr now exceeds ninety. Of .the 
ministers in that state, more than fifty, at 
different times, have been aided, to a great- 
er or less amount, and for a longer or short- 
er period, by the friefids of the American 
Home Missionaiy Society. Not less than 
thirty haTe been aided during the past year. 
Of those who have thus received assistance, 
how many would have located themselves 
in that field, or even have entered it, with- 
out such aid, we cannot undertake to say ; 
very many^ doubtless, but for tbf^ Society, 
would never have labored there. To its in- 
strumentality, underQod, isinanyac^urch 
I indebted for its pastor^ and many a once 
destitute settlement, for the permanent es- 
tablishment of the ordinances of the Goa- 
pal. Far different would have been the his- 
tory, the state, the prospects of the Presby- 
teriaik church in Indian^, from what they 
now are, had the operations of the Ameri- 
can Home Missionary Society never been 
icnown among up. 

The in<^uiry is made in the Repotrt whioh 
we have just beard, whether the churches 
^in Indiana, and other western states^ are 
not now prepared to aid the great work in 
which that Society is engaged, by assuming 
the responsibility of sustaining the mis- 
aionaries em ployed in their respective states. 
What Indiana vjiU do, I am not authorized 
to say; but if this proposal is not acceded 
tOy it will not be owing to any want ^ ob- 
ligation on her part to the benevolent in- 
atitution in whose behalf these efforts are 
solicited. Her obligations are great, and 
•he has great interests at stake. Highly 
important is it for her, that the I^ome Mis- 
sionary enterprise shoi^ be vigorously pro- 
secuted, and liberally sustained. 

Muoii — very mud yet remains to be ac- 
complished in that state. It was statedthat 
we have more than ninety ministers in In- 
diana. Betweentwanty and thirty of these, 
however, are enjs^aged in teaching, or oM^^r 
employments, yrhich prevent them from de- 
voting their whole time, and inmany casei, 
iu>7 j^tiwt of i^ iim^ to tha praifibing 



of the goKpd; lewving only between dxty 
and seventy, wJio are engaged exeiimvely 
in the appropriata work of the miwtstry. 
Less 4haB half oi^km awnber are so situa- 
ted as to allow them each to confine hi* aer- 
yioes to a single dninh. Of the femaining 
portion, each dividea his labors between 
two, three, or even fouraongregationa. But 
after all tbaa diviaion, more than thirty 
churches out of the one hundred and forty, 
in our state, are left cntirriy destitute of any 
preachinir 1^ ministers of our oider. Tile 
labors of many missionaries are gi^eaily 
needed, not only to aupply destitute ohiHroh- 
es already refisrred to, but for the benefit of 
nnmerouB aetdementa wherechurchcs might 
readily be organised. Tb€«e ave probably 
not less than fifty dettitote placee in India- 
na, where the lal)ors of Presbyterian -minis- 
ters could be employed at this moment with 
encouraging prospects of success, could the 
men be furnished, and a portion of their 
support be ruaramted. 

Indiana then, is deeply interested in the 
Home Miasionary enterprise — she isdeeply 
interested in the prosperity of that Society 
to whioh, under God, she owes so maen. 
By very many of our ministers and churcfa- 
ea, is this organization deemed best adapted 
to accomplish the object aimed at. No other 
(dan for supplying onr destitutions promi- 
ses sa beneficinl results, as we fee\ author- 
ized to anticipate fVom the continued ope- 
rations of l$Hit Society. If any other or- 
ganization um be sirostitttted for tht one 
already so successfully in operation, which, 
in respect to efficienry, and wise adapted- 
ness to tbeend in view, and the spirit with 
which the work may bie expected to be pro- 
aeeuted, will ever secure or merit the degree 
of confidence to which this Society ia en- 
titled, and aetuaHy enjoys, thefaU remains 
^tobe proved. 

Most serionely shall we deprecate the ex- 
periment. Most earnestly do we deaire 
that this Institution may be sustained, and, 
in answer to the prayers of mullitudas, and 
in obedience to the ereat Head of the church, 
still proaecute, with'enlarged meana and in- 
creasing SHcceas, ita gk>rion8 enterprise, till 
all our destitute churches througnout the 
land are supplied, and every neighborhood 
fbmished with the ordinances of the gospei* 



Dr. Bishop's Letter. 

The following is an ex tract of a letter ^nqp 
Rev. I>r. Bishop, President of Miami Vm^ 
versity, which was read at the meeting. 

TUS 008PKL MUST BE PBBACHSO AT TUB 
WE^T. 

Among those who know anything of 
4ka^aliMof the£ospel,aDd «f dteataUoT 
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•^iety, in either the old or new lettlenieiita 
of our country, there can be no diversity of 
opinion ai to the necessity and iitiportance 
of an extensive} a^d an etepgetie, and-a con- 
tinned system of Home Missions. 

1. Evety ehUd^ot' the hnrtian ftitrtilv' i* by 
nattire a child of wrath — estranged from 
God, and under condemnation. There is 
in this case nadiffcrence betwixt the chil- 
dren of believers and the children of unbelie- 
vers->betwixt the children who are born in 
a Christian, and the children Who are bom 
in heathen lands. 

% The Gospel preached regularly andsta- 
tedly everySabbaih,and more or less, in some 
form or other every day, is Jehovah's great 
appointed means for the deliverance of the 
human fam ily, whether old or young', whether 
of Christian or heathen parentage, from this 
state of estrangement and condemnation. 
A great deal has been done, and maybedone 
by Tract Societies, and by Sabbath Schools, 
and by the private exertions of mothers and 
fathers ; but it is by thepublic and ordinary 
services of the sanctuary. Sabbath after 
Sabbath^ conducted by a pious and devoted 
ministry, that all these private exertions 
are produced and continued. Take away 
from any neighborhood, for any l6ng<th of 
time, the mintsiry, and all the other means 
of salvation will, in the most of cases, soon 
cease to exist. Plant down in any corner 
of the land, or in any state of society, a 
ininigtry of the right kind, and all these 
fitibortfinate energies will soon spring up 
and be in vigorous operation. 

3. 'the number of men and women and 
children, of immortal beings, each of whom 
is of more value than the whole world, who 
are living and dying in what is called a 
Christian land, but who are^ in fact, about 
as destitute of the Gospel, as if their lot was 
in the centre of Africa, is immense. Even 
in those places where alt the ordinances of 
the Gospel are most fully enjoyed, the one 
half of the populotioii have no regular con- 
ncetion with ahy Cfaristiifn ehureh, ind a 



very laife pro^rtioa of IheM nre never 
seen within any place of worship. 

4. Society in these Ignited States has 
been, from the first European settlemcnty 
and will likal)^ oonHnOe iHl thtfedumr^r is 
filled up firom the Atlantic le the Pacific 
nUgratof^, The masn^f the population hat 
been, and will be for generations, always 
changing. Everywhere, and almost always, 
there are some individuals and some fami- 
lies on the RKrve fVom theedder to the new 
settlements^. And let it be particularly no- 
ticed, that these movements have a far more 
extensive influence upon religious connec- 
tions and religious character, than upon any 
otherthinff connected with society. When 
a man sells his houses or lands, with the 
view of making a movement from five hun- 
dred to a thousand miles, it very seldom 
happens that the new corner takes the place 
of the man who has moved, in reliffious so- 
ciety. Hence, it not unfrequently happens, 
that by a very few sueh cbang^es in an ok) 
settlement, a strong and promising; church 
is broken up. Add to all this, that even 
where there is little or no movement of the 
members of dharches from the old settle- 
ments, a large portion of a new population 
is, in most oases, rapidly springing up, un- 
connected with any particular church, and 
which, without any coinskierable amount of 
missionary efibrt, D^ilt in the next genera- 
tion be any thing but of a christian cha- 
racter. 

As ta the necessity of continued and in- 
creased missionary effort in the new settle- 
ments, no new fact need, at this time, be 
brought up. I only bring to your recollec- 
tion, that the missionary field heil'e is every 
year extending in the most nnpreoedented 
ratk), and that nothing bnt ver^ uncommon 
exertions' oh the part of the friends of the 
Redeemer, attended by the abundant effu- 
sion of the Holy Spirit, elm prevent a large 
portion of these, our new scCtlenients, being 
frorti the very first, filled up with a heathen 
population. 
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AMERICAN PASTOR'S JOURNAL, 

OR, 

tKBTCHEt OF REAL CHARACTERS, CONVERSATIONS, AND STRIKING FACTS, FURNISHED 
CHIEFLY BY CLERGYMEN. 



JIEMINISCENCES OF MY GRANDMOTHER. 

In one of the retired Tillages in the 
western part of Massachusetts, and on 
a spot as romantic, perhaps, as the far- 
famed scenery of Switzerland. I drew 
my first breath. In sight oi my fa- 
ther's house, in the distance, the beau- 
tiful Connecticut wound its way to- 
wards the ocean ; Mount Tom reared 
its gigantic heights, and its bold out- 
lines were projected on the blue sky 
beyond; Mount Holy oke, the frequent- 
ed resort of the curious and tasteful 
trayeller, stretched away to the north- 
east ; and many a hill and dale, inter- 
spersed with woodland and meadow, 
houses and churches, and yariegated 
with the ever-changing hues of moun- 
tain scenery, completed the panorama 
with which my youthful imagination 
was familiar. But the beauty of the 
scenery was not, to me, the principal 
attraction of that spot. It was my 
HOME — a word which expresses more 
than the most elaborated description. 

The neighborhood was eminently 
moral and religious. A small circle of 
godly persons, the relics of the pre- 
ceding generation, yet remained on the 
stage. Often, in my boyhood, was I 
taken to their weekly religious confe- 
rence, where the venerable fathers 
used to pray an hour a^piec^ and 
with a faith and importunity which, I 
doubt not, had power with God. But 
that venerated band of patriarchs and 
puritans are fallen asleep. 

" T^ose suns are set, O rise some other 
such !" 

Of the number of those naver-to-be- 
fbrgotten Simeons and Annas, and, in 
my partial estimate, prima inter pa- 
res^ was my aged grandmother. To 



her, the fulness of my heart says, that . 
I owe more than can be described ^by 
pen or tongue. The moral and religi- 
ous impressions which she made on 
my youthful and then susceptible 
heart, I suppose, no lapse of time or , 
eternity . can enace. Her piety was 
equalled only by her ingenuity in de- 
vising means, and in seizing occasions 
to impress my soul with divine things. 

Nearly as far back in the days of my 
childhood as my '* memory runneth,^' 
she took this method to impress on my 
heart the fact of God?8 omnipresence* 
After conversing with me for a few 
moments about God^ she closed her. 
descriptioi^ of his ubiquity by saying,, 
"My dear grandson, wherever you see 
any motion, you may always know 
that God is there?"* At that instant, 
happening to notice one of my fingers 
move, the thought went like a javelin 
to my heart, that God was with me 
THEN, I retired from her presence 
with many pangs and tears, thrilled 
with the ponviction of Jacob at Bethel. 
" Surely God is in this place, and I 
knew it not." 

In those days of primitive simplicity, 
women as well men were accustomed, 
to ride much on horseback ; and my 
grandmother sometimes used to so ta 
the neighbors, and to her friepds in 
more remote parts of the town, by that 
mode of conveyance. On one of those 
occasions, though yet quite small, I 
rode behind her on the horse. Beinff 
unaccustomed to that mode of travet 
ling, it was with extreme difficulty 
that I could keep my position, even 
with all the assistance she could ren* 
der me. She seized the incident with 
a degree pf wisdom and fidelity, al-« 
most peculiar to herself^ and said, 



Digitized by 



Google 



190 



THE PASTOR'S JOURNAL. 



[Manfa, 



'* If God dofCt keep fit, we shall both 
failofi, and break our bones." Neyerdid 
I feel so keenly as at that moment, and 
in my tottering condition, my depend- 
ance on €rod ior preservation. Often, 
in scenes of danger, since that time, 
has that remark oecurred to my recol- 
lection wilh great po^i^e/, and contri- 
buted to fonn within me the immove- 
able belief, that the Providential agen- 
cy of God js indispensable to our pre- 
servatiott, whether we are in thehonse 
or by the way, when we lie down a!ad 
when we xi&e up. , 

^t another time, I was amusing my- 
self with a top in niy gra»dfc other's 
room. Various success attended my 
elforts at sf>mning^ the (op:— some- 
titties it' Would run against some ob- 
stacle,, which destroyed its rotatory 
mdtion, and it would instantly fall' to 
the floor and cease to move ; at otfaersr, 
it v^ottld run into a crevice where it 
idet with such resistance, that it would 
tottier AWay to its fiall, and butt out, in 
irregular whirls, its bri^f career ; and 
anoll, meeting with' no impediment, its 
revolutions would continue for a long 
time, noiseless, anvi afpparently mo- 
tioiiless, till the impiilse v^hictt was 
communicflted' to it ghidual!f died 
away, and seeminffly frotli imbecility 
rather than any other cause, it would 
yield to a fate, which it had no longer 
either strensfth or disposition to re- 
sist. 

My cfrildrsh play Wtls no absorb* 
ihg that I became juiie unconscious 
6f surrounding objects. The spell 
was stiddenly broken by my grand- 
motflier's voice, callitiff me by name; 
<il>.^*^.*^jCometbme> I obeyed the 
kind but unexpected summons. Sh^ 
was in tears. With tavtdh: anxiety 1 
ittrftrired the cause of her weeping. 
"'My dear boy," she replied- "your 
top with whicn you have been so ear- 
nestly engaged, is a striking etttbleto 
of human fife. Sometimes you see 
it falls duickly, like your little brother 
Who suddenly died before he was two 
years old. Then again it runs a lorij^er 
time, Rke yourftither who is tfow mid- 
dle aged ; nut it strikes somethittc antf 
instantly drops, and your dear father* 
r66 may die in thestrengih 6f hisman- 
hdodT. Octfasibttafly, youf top mfeefs 
With no rcishtanee, atid stfteralbtig' 



time it drops to the floor because it can 
go no longer. Tliat is like myself, 
worn out with age, and now just about 
to sink into the grave. You are very 
young, but you, like your top, may 
drop down very suddenly ; you may 
die to-night; you oti^ht therefore to 
repent or all^ your sins no«Oy and love 
the Saviour." 

So serious a moral, so unexpectedly 
drawn from my boyish sport, and ap- 
plied to my bean wiih such sllmost in- 
imkable scHl and power, struck me 
like a bolt irom heaven ; the impres- 
sion was overwhelming. Trembling 
like the aspen-leaf, I went away to my 
cbtet and tridd fa pray for merey. 

Such are specimens of the Christian 
faithf^ilaess of that eminent and vene- 
rated' saint. If I have a hope of hea- 
veti whieh will not fail nie,^if I am 
at aU udeful in the holy ministry, 1 
doub< not that it is owing, under God| 
iti^ a pre-eminent degree, to the pray- 
ers and cduBsels of that gvasdmother, 
of precious Aiemory. 

Herend Ibas sueh as might have 
been expected frdm her life. It was 
fuU of petee. Her sud descended 

— " As sets the rooming star,, which goes 
Not down behind the darkciied West, nor 

hides 
Obscnredafiftongrtlietemgwti* of the sky; 
But melts a^^^ay irttb the Hgbt df heaVettj** 
C&EltfOUS RAltfDBMttiittai 

•*i DoN't THtiiit HfiLiGioj^ RtatitRts^rr." 
I was called in theprovidence of God, 
not long since, to spend a few weeks 
among a people who were blessed 
with a gracious outpouring of the Spi- 
rit of God. Among those who called^ 
for the purpose ot reG^ous conversa- 
tion, was one for whom I felt a very 
deep solicitude. As he entered the 
room) his countenance was sad — but 
it was a pleasing- sadness, and seemed 
to point to som^hing working within. 
fle had been- a great worlilKng— some 
oalled him ^^.averyi industrious man" 
— but he was moreeagier in pursuit of 
the world ihaii was profitable to an ira- 
mortkl soul. He was a man of strict 
morality, however, and with this he 
had for a fev^ years biien siatisfied. 
But rtow the Spfirlt of Gwi vtf^ With 
him, he began toentertsfiu siomedolibtit 
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fsonoerning hie prcparfttion ior fceftvcii. 
I k94 serious .tppreheMions of (I19 ub- 
flufeoee of U3 business upMi bis neli- 
gk>ii9 feoUoga, a»4 tberefor^ deevs^dit 
y^ ij»|ior^i^ono ^^n^egnefitipfaaoniefs 
qf^peecii.'' HiA cooTk^ions «r.ereDot 
verjF pungent, jret be ;c«ine W kuwi 
SonsfitliuEig <Qf the s^ny ,€tf tSftlfiitioD. 
Hi9 .s«l(n»wied9e4 ^be value of reli- 
fioo above 'every tkiug leise; and ez- 
priessed^ willibgness to give upjallfor 
<:^ist's4|ak;eaiiidtJiie gospel. "^^ Would 
you be wiiUog,'' said I, ^'to r^lipqiHsb 
yoiir business for a week, if you could 
thereby become a Cbristian V^ He be- 
sitated a few momenis and replied, 
[^ Why, 1 dpn't tbink religion seqoires 
it — ^we can attend to our nusiness apd 
serve God too." Again I asked bim 
i£ be would i)e willing to part witbbis 
property wbich be loved «o well, £br 
an interest in Christ. And be answer- 
ed, ^^I don't think religion requires it." 
I then inquired what he was willing to 
do to become a disciple of Christ, fie 
was silent. Eight years before, his 
fann so en^oased his time and atten- 
tion, that bis serious impressions were 
all fiSkcei ; and Jcnowing the dari^er 
of delay, I was desirous of bringmg 
bis feelings to some test. I knew that 
he was not convinced of his guilt as a 
sinner, and that there was great need 
of showing him that bis attachment to 
the world was too strong. I therefore i 
informed him, that it was mv serious j 
opinion, that if be were un^ to 1 

suspend his business for a f s, | 

his soul would inevitably be 1 id 

again I inquired if he was rea re 

up bis busiuess and attend U il- 

vation of his soul. "Why," e, 

alter a pause, " I don't tbini m 

requires it." He then left n I 

saw him no more for two davs. Many 
prayers were offered up to Grod for his 
conversion, and the Spirit continu^ 
with him. On the third day be aaine 
again, and as I looked upon him, I felt 
persuaded he had found Christ pre- 
cious to bis soul. His face shone like 
that of Moses aftjer communion with 
Grod ; a pleasant smiie lit up hiscoun^ 
tenance, and tears of joy flowed down 
his cheeks. Are you willing now, said 
I, to give up all for Christ? "Yes, 
yes," he replied, "and worlds, if they 
wexfi mine." " But do you thmJfi reli* 



igion nequirm it ?" eontinued L "Ah 

ies," he ftdded^ "and I shoeld never 
ave found peace had I not shut mf - 
self out fjRoai my worldly business and 
cares." 

The change was a happy one^-aed 
from that hour be hais gone on his 
way rejoicing. It w^s in rethrcBDeat 
with God for two days, and vhile pe- 
rusiag the Bible, that he fousd peace. 
And never can you cause bim to be- 
lieve, thai Che salvation of tbe soul 
naay be secured while tbe mind is ao 
completely absorbed in Wiorldly affidm 
as his own bad been. In the space^f 
three weeks from his conversion, two 
more made the same experimenjtat his 
earnest entreaty, and all are now re- 
joicing in hf>pe of the glory of God. 

8. L. 



^IP TWO OP YOU SfiALL AOSBE — TP 
SHALL BE nONE/' 

The forest bad yielded to the wood- 
man's axe, the lin^of the future canal 
was marked out, and the busy work' 
men made rapid progress. T he sound 
of tbe drill and the hammer was sijie' 
ceeded by the thunder of the powder 
blast, and tbe rock was torn in hug^ 
masses from its quiet bed« A multir 
tude of merchants, mechanics ao^ 
speculators looked on and kindled into 
■^ ' the vision of future prospe- 

upon their view. Amongsit 
y group were a few profess- 
rs of Jesus, who had bjeeja 
iier in the pursuit of their 
rocations. They bad been 
^ in a church, and bad secured 

the services of one of the Missionariea 
of theA. H. M. Society. The Sab- 
bath brought them together regularly 
at the house of Grod ; every week they 
met in the social prayer meeting, and 
in most of their dwellings thjB l»ipily 
altar was surrounded by daily vifpff*- 
shippers. But the closet was aln^ost 
deserted, and those who frequentisd i^ 
did S9 from tbe force of habat or a 
sense of duty, rather than their longing 
for Qod. 

They were worldjy minded ; and 
Iqkewarmness, tbe usual concomitant 
of sueh a temper, saemed universally 
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Suddenly the scene was changed. 
The careless iinner was alarmed. The 
hard of heart and far from righteous- 
ness were conricted, and a cry was 
heard "men and brethren, what shall 
we do." Christians were startled and 
confounded. The Lord was amongst 
them " and they knew it not^" and he 
had come at a time " when they looked 
sot for htm.'* It was not known that 
any special prayer had been made, or 
means used to insure this great bless- 
ing. Now, however, Christians wept 
and confessed and prayed, and the work 
went on. Within a few weeks there 
were bom into the kingdom many 
happy souls. 

Years rolled by* Another awaken- 
ing occurred in tne same place, but it 
was in answer to agonizing prayer in 
the eloset, in the social circle, and in 
the house of Grod. One day the pastor, 
. in conversation with an a£^ed widow, 
a member of that church, alluded to the 
contrast between the two awakenings 
in regard to the manner in which they 
were developed. The one commenc- 
ing Apparently without prayer and the 
other in answer to it. T^e widow's 
countenance glowed with animation, 
land her heart seemed full when she 
told of her uncommon exercises previ- 
ous to, and about the time of the be- 
^nning of the first revival.' 
' Her rt)om was situated so as to over- 
look the whole scene of worldliness 
land wickedness that for a time tri- 
umphed in that place,^ and she was stir- 
red up to take hold on God in an un- 
common degree. Sh^ wept and pray- 
jed and besought the Lord for the peo- 
ple, until the assurance came that he 
wtiuld for his name's sake revive his 
work. 

Here then was one who had asked 
for the blessing, but where was the 
tother ? 

Not long after this conversation, 
whHe the pastor paused on a journey, 
and was conversmg about the things 
Of the kingdom, he heard of a pious 
woman in the neighborhood whose 
hufi^and was by others, as also by her- 
self, supposed to be given up of God. 
JWie could not pray lor him with any 
hope. But she prayed for others ^ticl 
onoe in a sp^ial manner, a few y^ars 
before she had been led to pray wdth 
peculiar fervor for the wicked inhabi- 



tants of a certain pt)ftce wherc^ she had 
never been, awd probably had few if 
any acquaintances. On a comparison 
of circumstances and dates, the delight- 
ed pastor found that this woman^ and 
the widow above named, had been 
agreed in asking at the'satne tinle for 
the same thing, nn outpouring of the 
spirit in- 5 and the Saviour's 

promise ^where two^f you shall a^rte 
as touching any thing ye shall 
ask, it shall be done unto you"— h«l 
been most beautifully illustrated. 

w* 



"peat to god." 



In the town of - 



• in Connecti- 



cut, a'few years sinee lived Mr. S.^ an 
elderly man of undoubted piety, and 
one whose catholic and Christian spi- 
rit led him to associate with the people 
of God of all denominations. He cir- 
culated, to some extent, amongCongre- 
gationatists. Baptists and Methodists ; 
attended many of their prayer meet- 
ings, and was frequently invited to 
conauct them. Every Christian loved 

Father S . 

One evening he was to conduct a 
meeting for prayer, and had opened it 
with reading a portion of Scripture, 
after which he proposed to lead in 
prayer. He had nearly finished his 
chapter, when Elder L , a Bap- 
tist minister^ of high toned Calvanis- 
tic sentiments, entered and took his 
seat near him. The thought crossed 
his mini, "Now I am rather moderate 
in some of my Views, and I must try 
to shape my prayer so as not to give 

offence to good brother L -." 

With this thought in his mind, he 
kneeled and commenced with a few 
words of address to the Deity — ^be- 
came confused, and stopped. A second 
and third attempt were made, with si- 
milar results. No one excet)t the Bap- 
tist brother could conjecture what it 
was that occasioned the embarrass- 
ment of Father S — '- . At leng;th 

he exclaimed, " I don't know what ails 
me; r can't pray a bitP' "Iknow 
what ails you," said Mr. L- 
" you are trying to pray to me : 



, ^ , , Pray 

to God, and you will get along well 
enough.'' " I believe you are right," 
said the old gentleman, " I wiU trv 
once more." .Me did so, and succeed- 
ed to the edification of all present. 
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CANDIDATES FOR THE MINISTRY. 



In our last number, (p. 183,) we published a 
short extract from the report of a Mission- 
ary m Indiana, stating that two young men 
of his congregation had already commenced 
a course of preparation for the ministry, and 
ihat two or three others are expected soon 
to follow their example. Similar state- 
ments have been, from time to time, received 
from other Missionaries in different parts of 
the country. 

In reflecting on these facts, we have been 
deeply impressed with the importance of 
turning the attention of all our Missionary 
brethren to the bringing forward of suitable 
individuals to the work of the ministry. We 
are fhlly aware of the dangers to the dignity 
and usefulness of the ministerial office, ari- 
smg from making the access to it so easy 
and inviting as to attract the unworthy. 
But, m avoiding this extreme, it ia wise also to 
ahun its opposite— to shun the guilt of keep- 
ing back from the work of the Lord some 
choice spirits whom modesty and indigence 
have thrown into the shade. 

It cannot be doubted that there are, in the 
thousand congregations which come under 
the supervision of the Missionaries of the 
A. H. M. S., many young men of the best 
class for this work. They have been reared 
in retirement from the scenes of luxury and 
worldliness. They possess a freshness of 
character, unhacknied in those ways of the 
world which blunt the moral sense and en- 
ervate the mind. They have the best physi- 
cal foundation for a life of usefulness, are 
accustomed to endure hardness, and many 
of them, also, acquainted with the self-de- 
nials of poverty. But, although their hearts 
bum mih the desire of usefulness, and often 
in the retkementi where th«y pour out their 
rot. X. 



souls to God, they eldldtn, " Lord, what 
wilt thou have us to doT'-^-they dare not 
think of the ministry. It is a calling too 
elevated and awful for their asiNrations* 
They look toward it as did the ancient 
Israelite toward the mysteries wMnn the 
vail, whither he might never hope to enter. 

It has often happened, that when a ixMii* 
cious pastor, pleased with the modest zeal, 
the piety, talent and decision of some young 
man of his church, has taken him aside and 
intimated that it might be his duty to study 
for the ministry, the suggestion has come 
upon the soul of the sutgect of it like a voice 
from heaven. He unburdened his heart to his 
pastor. He told of solemn vows ^hidh he 
had made, and of anxious pantings after 
something, he knew not what, to give scope 
to his new-found energies^some real work 
to be done for Christ, he knew not how not* 
where. But the intimation that the work of 
the ministry was something for which he 
might hope, solved all his doubts. It wa» 
the very thing needed to give form and dhec 
tion to the impulses which grace had awa- 
kened in his breast. It was like the revela*- 
tion of a seer, interpreting the writing which 
the hand of the invisible Spuit had traced on 
the walls of his soul. 

And why cannot the Missionariefl of the 
American Home Missionary Society search 
out these men and bring them forward into 
the way in which it is thehdutyto walk? 
The Missionaries have every advantage for 
studying the character of their young men 
before speaking to them on the subject. 
They can inflnence the relatives whose con- 
sent and assistance may be necessary; 
they can give direction to the first studies of 
the candidates i they can negociatefbr their 
25 
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introdaction to the patronage which may be 
necettary. For want of such kind interfe- 
rence many a suitable individual is lost to 
the publie service of the church. Even 
wh«re the desire for the miniitry is stiong, it 
frequently occurs that the individual is igno- 
rant of the &ciUties for obtaining an educa- 
tion, and without the counsel of some minis- 
terial friend, must give up in discouragement 
all hope of preaching the gospel to a dying 
world. 

It cannot, certainly, be necessary to urge 
upon the attention of our Missionary bre- 
thren the great demand for more laborers. 
What part of the great field is not actually 
MfferiHg because there are so few to sow the 
seed, and to reap the ripeaiag harvest ? To 
say nothing of the openings which com- 
merce and the progress of warldly enter- 
piise ace makini^ for us in heathen lands, 
what eiiee for help come op to us from our 
own beloved country 1 It is not extravagant 
to say, that were there now ready for the 



western states^re hundred mimtten addi- 
tional, of the right spirit and quaUfications, 
ample fields for their occupancy might be . 
found for Ihem all within twelve raontha 
without trenching on the ground occupied 
by other denominations. And for want of 
that number, at least, we see no alternative 
but that hundreds of places roust continue 
without the gospel for yeara^ until a whole 
generation shall have grown up in sin and 
infidelity; thus rendering their future subjec- 
tion to the principles of religion for more 
difficult than at present 

We therefore commend the consideratioti 
of this subject to the solemn and carefol 
attention of our Missionaries, asking each 
one to look aroynd him and inquire, *' What 
is likely to be the character and prospects of 
my neighborhood— of my country— and of 
the world, if ministers are not raised up 
more rapidly than at present?" And also to> 
inquire, " What can I do to supply the de- 
ficiency T' 



AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 



THE REFLEX INFLUENCE OF BE- 
NEYOLfiNCS. 

A poet has said that " mercy is twice 
blesaed"— " it blesseth him that gives and 
him that takes." And a greater than he 
has declared, " The liberal soul shall be 
made fot, and he that watereth others shall 
be watered also himself." 

This beantifol arrangement of heaven 
which makes the good we bestow on others 
taleava behind it a blessing in otur own bo- 
soms, is finely iUustrated in the It^wing 
letter enclosing a remittance of seweniy dot- 
Zort for (he A. H.M.S. It is evident that 
the writer, after having set apart this money 
for the cause of the Redeemer, folt his heart 
drawn put to the oontemplatioB of the great 
interests of the kingdom of God, and the 
pradoos promises which guaranty its tri- 
t^nph. As he dwells on these his soul is 
filled with confidence and joy ; and thns his 
own happiness is greatly augmented by his 
attempt to promote the happiness of otliers ; 
and that, too^ not a(Wr a kiig lapee of tima^ 



but while the purpose is yet in its beginnings 
and before he can hear of any good accom- 
pUshed by his charity, or receive any expres- 
sion of thanks from those who reap it* 
benefits. 

Who can trace the leadings of Provi- 
dence for forty years past, ema survey the 
field of Missions, and the wonderful work9 
of Gtod therein, and not exclaim, " My 
soul doth magnify the Lordf my spirit 
doth rejoice in GkKi my Saviour!" 

The beginning of missions was like the 
liffhthid under a bushel; now, it sfaineth 
like the sun in his strength. Now, the 
voice is, " Here am I, LokI, send me" — 
send me to the ends of the earth— send me 
to. the nnigh, savage pagans of the wikfor- 
ness— aend me from all that is.eidied com- 
fort on earth— send me even to death itself, 
if it be but in thy service, and to promote 
thy kingdom. Compared with the pre- 
oiousness of Christ's cause, all earthly 
comforts and plcasuma vamsh like the stara 
before the rising sun. The watdiword of 
our numerous benevolent institutions ia 
onward — onward is the imperative com- 
mand of Jesus : ** Go ye into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creatnre. 
La, lam with yoa even io the tad of the 
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world." Can the Christian ev«r close his 
hand till his fre&-will offerings haf e carried 
the Bible and the preached Gospel to the 
nine hundred and fiuy millions of the hu- 
man family 1 God forbid. 

The millenial sun, perhaps, will not 
ascend suddenly in his bright orbit to me- 
ridian glory. At intervals, as at present, 
he may be overcast with clouds. But we 
know — we are sure that Zton will become 
*' a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, 
and a royal diadem in the hand of her 
God !'* My brother, the day is hastening, 
when " her wilderness shaU become like 
Eden, and her desert like the garden of the 
Lord ! Joy and gladness shaU be found in 
her, thanksgiving and the voice of melody !" 
O, my brother, take courage. " Trust ye 
in the Lord for ever — for in the Lord Jeho- 
vah is everlasting strength." The treasury 
of the Lord will be filled, will overflow ; 
the churches will awake. Missionaries 
will not wait for funds hereafter. Be as- 
sured the Friend of sinners will provide, 
and the spirit of missions will gladden 
.every clime and every country, and the 
Gospel will be preached to every creature. 



SfTOtTS OP THE FEEBLE TO HEIP THEMSELVES. 

We have been much afiected with the de- 
velopment of Christian principle in the in- 
stance stated in the following article, taken 
£rom the Christian Mirror, published at 
Portland, Me. We commend the exercise 
of the spirit |t exhibits to be cherished by 
churches who apply for assistance, as well 
as by those feeble communities who sit down 
in discouragement without making strenu- 
ous efforts to obtain the ministrations of the 
gospel. 

There is a feeble society in this state, 
that has always maintained public worship 
in some form or other, but has had little 
help from our Missionary Society. Their 
heeurts have been much set on having a 
minister. To render his support the more 
easy, a form was procured for a parsonage. 
This was effected by individuals becoming 
lesponsible for tenth and twentieth parts 
oftheeost. This done, it was found that 
a new house is indispensable. The same 
individuals have assumed the pecuniary 
responsibility of erecting the house — the 
whole eost of farm and house about $9CN)0. 
They hired the money, which is to be reim- 
bursed, we believe, in from four to six an- 
nual instalments. They have now done 
what is the most important of all— settled a 



minister, depending^ oto our Missionary 
Society for one hundred dollars, whicn 
they ought to have and must have. 

This parsonage is, or soisn will be. giren 
in foe to the parish by the individuals who 
purchased it. One of these individuals has 
been married about twenty years, and has 
been crowned with the poor man's blessing, 
a numerous fomily. He called on us last 
week, and brought us some beautiful coun<- 
try flour in payment for the Mirror. In 
treating for the balance of his ^ur, the 
following circumstances were developed : 
During the whole time since his mbrnage, 
he has not had a feather bed in his house; 
at least none it for a sick person to recline 
upon. His wife is now declining, and, it 
is feared, will, ere long, sink into the grave 
by the consumption. *' She has been," 
said he, " she has been a laborious, fhithfUI, 
affectionate wife, a real help-meet in all re- 
spects, and I must and wilt, at any sacri- 
&e, provide her a comfortable couch for 
the wearisome days and nights that are ap- 
pointed to her." 

We cannot copy the emotion; nor do we 
think it expedient to describe the honest 
" shifts" to which he was compelled to 
have resort to procure a eomfortable foA- 
ther-bed ; but we think it in point to say, 
that this man, besides his annuai subsGrip> 
tion paid directly to the minister, does not 
give less than thirty dollars a year, for a 
series of years, toward the parsonage ! 

. But this is not all. This same individual 
was so impressed with the Secretary's 
statements of the wants of the Maine Mis- 
sionary Societ}^,' of its Mmsionftriet, mid 
other poor parishes, that he thought his 
parish must make a new effort, and try to 
do without help another year 1 But ought 
the richer churches to suffer itt It is a 
serious question. 

We doubt not there are those who will 
say, that the individual above named mis- 
took his duty in doing so much for the gos- 
pel, while his domestic eomfbrta w^re so 
scanty. But we doubt as littjie, that the 
disclosures of the great day will show that 
he acted wisely. While the family w^e 
in heahh, a bed of straw was as conducite 
to real comfort as a bed of down. He and 
his associates rightly judged, when they 
plaoed theministrationsof the G^SMlamoMg 
the indispensable necessaries of lifk. Our 
own belief isj that an attention to the wor- 
ship and ordinances of God has been the 
temporal sahration of the place, as w^ as 
the meansof eternal salvation to aniiMi- 
sual proportion of its inhafaiitanu. Th«ty 
would have been many-fold poorer without 
them. 
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A PICTURE 



' OF MISSIOMAST lABOS IN A KIW nXLD. 

A Letttr from one of the Secretartea of Iht 
A,B,M,S, to a Sahbaffi School vhich 
gave WO to the American Home Mission- 
ary Society, 

NwhYorkyMardiyV^^, 
Dbab Fbibhds— 'Id behalf of the Ameri- 
can Home Missionary Society, I am happy 
10 acliiiowledge your benevolent donation. 
And now, as your benefactions go forth to 
Ao good among the destitute and feeble 
churches, lei us trace their influence. Let 
us look away to the "woods of Michigan, or 
to the prahies of Illinois— to some scattered 
and feeble flock of Christ's sheep. The 
father* of the settlement moved in there, one 
at a time, and settled down, here and there, 
perhaps two, three, five, or ten miles apart* 
'Aiere they lived in solitude and sorrow for 
some years. The lands were rich and fer- 
tile; but the work was hard, the seasons 
were sickly, the crops were injured by vermin 
m by frost. Their neighbors were far off*; 
the roads were either deep mud, or dark, 
wiadiMg avenues through the gloom of the 
forest. When' the Sabbath came it brought 
no meetings. There was no house of wor- 
ship, no Sabbath school— not even a travel- 
ling preacher to come »nd pray with them 
in theu: houses. But at length the Home 
Missionary Society gathers together some 
money— part from a merchant ; some from 
a poor widow; a few cents from a blind 
man who ihakes baskets ; and some from a 
Sabbath school, who contribute to make 
their superintendent a life member, Tbe 
officers ^f ths Society take this money and 
employ a minister. They help him buy a 
Jiorse, and pend him to the West to hunt up 
the stwyed she^ of the flocks He comes to 
that aettlement; he inquures for Christians. 
After exploring for sev^td days, he fipds a 
pious woman lo ooe cabin, wbo has long 
mouTQed her absent from the hoose of God. 
la another plaee he finds a feeble old man, 
who once was a deacon at the East Some 
^distance off live two men who were mem- 
bers of tl^e church before they came to the 
West, but sijiico they move4 out here they 
work on the Sabbath, or range abroad, 
hunting deer and wild turkeys $ and, besides, 
they drink whiskey whomever they can get 
U, After much trpublfl^ the Missionary gets 



them together at one of the honsee. They 
come on foot through the woods, or across 
the prairies, through mud and brushwood, 
and are collected in the one room of the set- 
tler at whose log cabin they meet. Some 
sit on the chest, some on the side and foot of 
the bed, som§ on the ladder that leads to the 
low loft above ; while the few chairs are re- 
served for the women. Then the minister 
stands in the mkist of from ten to twenty 
persons, and preaches to them—" It is a 
faithful saying, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners.'' Dark, mdeed, is the pros- 
pect; and strong must be the hope of suc- 
cess which causes a man to attempt the 
building up of a church in such a neighbor- 
hood. The Missionary writes to the Society 
to know what he shall do. He says: " Some 
hear me with joy ; they remember the happy 
days when they had ministers, and meet- 
ing-houses, and conferences, and Sabbath 
schools; and they weep as they look around 
upon their children, growing up like hea- 
then. Others scofi* at the message ; and all 
wbo Unt, rum/ rail at the preacher and op- 
pose his object The settlement is too poor, 
and the people too few, to support a minister 
or build a church." The Missionary Society 
tell him to hold on— that the churches at the 
East, the benevolent rich men, the grateful 
poor, and even the very children of Sabbath 
schools will assist to sustain him. Accord- 
ingly he stays. Long are the years, and 
hard is the labor, but the Lord is with him, 
(Mat 28 : 20.) In a few years, pass along 
that way, and you see a fine farming coun- 
try ; a neat village ; stores and taverns with- 
out whiskey; a church where the gospel is 
preached every Sabbath, besides five or six 
school-houses in difierent parts of the town. 
The temperance society holds meetings 
monthly in their school-houses ; Bible classes 
and evening lectures are also attended there ; 
revivals of religion gladden the community; 
some ci the youth grow up in the fear of 
GK>d, become ministers, and go to the hea- 
then, as Missiooaries, to proclaim that very 
gospel which was sent to them a few years 
before by the Home Mis^iooary Society. 

This, my dear young friends, is one picture 
out of a hundred which might be drawn 
firom life. Is it not a good work? How 
sweet the privilege to honor Christ in this 
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nuraer ! Though it takes faith and patienee 
to see all these blessed resolts, yet they 
coTiie— slowly it may be, but «ttw^y— they 
come. 

In conclusion, let me exhort you all to 
prize the gospel while you have it. Embrace 
it for yourselves. Soon you may die, or be 
thrown into some dark comer of the world, 
where no teacher or minister will be present 
to answer the inquiry, " What shall I do to 
be saved ?'* 

Affectionately yours, &c. 



THE WIDOW'S OFFERING, 

OB CHBISTIAN SELF-DENIAL EXEMPLIFIED. 

Not long since the claims of the A. H. M. 
S. were presented in a church in the state of 
New-Jersey. At the close of his sermon 
the agent adverted to the diflBculties which 
the Society bad been called to meet in car- 
rying on its operations, on account of the 
pecuniary embarrassment of the country, 
and the consequent privations and sufferings 
of many oJf the Missionaries. He then called 
upon the disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ 
to deny themselves for his sake, in order to 
relieve the wants of his sufifering servants, 
who are publishing his Gospel in the desti- 
tute portions of our country, and laboring to 
win souls to him. 

A poor widow, who had been made to 
drink deeply of the cup of aflfliction, wras 
present, and listened to the statements with 
thrilling emotion. On her way home, and 
during the evening of the Sabbath, she re- 
flected on what she had heard, and on " the 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, who, though 
he was hcli, for our sakes became poor» that 
we through his poverty might be rich." 

The next morning she called on her pas- 
tor and put into his hand two silver dollars, 
saying, " Give that to the Agent of the So- 
ciety. It is the ofieiing of a poor widow in 
aid of his object. I went from church yes- 
terday, she continued, with a heavy heart. 
I asked myself, what can I part with from 
my scanty stqres, whicl^ will command mo- 
ney, that I may give something to this cause? 
After hours of fruitless inquiry I gave up in 
despair and wept. At length I recollected 
that some months since I had laid aside 
these two dollars. They were given by a 
Iriejid to my two babes, which are now in 



thegrave. God has taken them from me, 
and I cheerfully consecrate what was given 
for them, to the advancement of His cause.'* 

But for this touching statement, her pas- 
tor, who was acquainted with her straitened 
circumstances, would have been unwilling 
to receive her ofiering. Being satisfied it 
was the fruit of love to the Saviour and his 
cause, and a rich source of enjoyment to the / 
giver, he could not refuse. 

Did all the professed disciples of the Sa* 
viour evince the same attachment to his 
cause, the Missionaries would not be left to 
prosecute their work amidst want and suffer- 
ing. Nor would means be wanting to send 
^rth those who are waiting to go to the des- 
titute at home, or to the poor perishing hea- 
then. Reader, contemplate this self-denying 
example of Christian liberality, till your 
heart bums, and your tears flow, and your 
hand is extended to help, according to the 
ability which God giveth. Let your heart 
feel as did that of this poor widow, the irre- 
pressible workings of holy love, and you 
will find something to give for the advance- 
ment of the cause of your adorable Re- 
deemer. 



RELIEF AFFORDED. 
We continue our extracts from the corres- 
pondence of the Missionaries of the Society, 
showing the necessity to which they had 
been reduced, apd the great relief afibrded by 
the contributions which have been ma^ 
through the American Home Missionary 
Society. 

From a Missionary in N. TV. Ohio, 

It is with the most unfeigned gratitude 
that I would express my acknowlSgments 
to you, and to the Society whose organ 
you are, for the last communications ^-om 
your hand. I am thereby enabled to meet, 
m good time, demands upon me in a man^ 
ner to sustain the honor of the Missionary 
character. I am filled with thanksgiving 
and praise to him who never disappoints a 
sincere, humble, though very defective 
trust, in his protection, and goodness, and 
blessing. His goodness to me is trufy 
overwhelming, especially when I consider 
how entirely unworthy I am of the least 
of all his mercies. O that I could at length 
live answerably to his love and compasstoa 
towards me and mine. Through your 
Society he reaches me, and smiles, and 
cheers, and provides — gives strength in 
wc&ki)«68, and Ught for darimess, and the 
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** garment of praisa fbr tke ipirit of beairi- 
nets." I know of no way in which I could 
have met the difficulties incident to this 
new field of labor, if your ^nerous hand 
had not been reached out for my support. 



Anxiety relieved — Prom a MiiUgUr in 
Indiana, 

Your letter came in due season, and I as- 
sure you it was tome good tidings. I had 
liTed four months on faithy and to find all 
my expectations realized, fully rendered 
me, I believe, truly grateful. I had a debt 
to pay, and truly I did not know how the 
Lcwcl would provide for it; and f began to 
tremble for the result, when your letter 
came, and with it leave to draw on your 
Society ; and so all mv trouble vanished, 
by the good hand of Grod upon me. The 
relief came truly in a time of need. 



very 



liVam a Missionary in Ohio, 

Your late communication came 
timely. I had almost come to the conclu- 
sion, that I must either resort to teaching 
sehool, or leave the congregation ; either of 
which I was reluctant to do. The letter 6f 
the Secretary, coming at such a time, 
spread joy through the whole church and 
congregaaon. 



JFVom a Missionary in Tennessee, 

The intelligence from your Society au- 
thorising me to draw for the amount due 
me was an uniqMakable ftivor. Notwith- 
standing I already owed the whole^ and 
more, it enabled me to lay in some provi- 
sions. 

The foregoing extracts are a few out of 
many which might be given to show how 
great has been the eoibarrassmeiit of the 
Missionanes during '*the pressure," and 
how very acceptable the relief afforded by 
the contributions which have begun to be 
made through this Society. 

SHALL THAT BBLUBF U ABHSSTSOl 

As soon as the sprmg navigation opens, 
the merchants and others who resort to the 
Atlantic cities will arrive in great numbers, 
hrin^g the orders of Missionanea for the 
balances due them. These drafts must be 
honored. In many cases the holdera of them 
have advanced cash and provisions for the 
Hissionaries* families, during the past sea- 
son, on the faith of these drafts on the So^ 
oscy. Wath««forospp«isemrftiiQdi,thtt 



fr«n the middle of April to the lat July, ^eir 
benefactions will be gieatly aeeded to raetf 
the daiau above referred to. 

REVIVALS. 

8 We continue our extracts under this head 
from page 181 of the Home Missionary for 
March. Let all who love 2iion praise her 
King, that he has not wholly deserted her 
for the sins of her children, but " in the 
midst of wrath remembers mercy." 

FROM ILLINOIS. 

The spirit of the Lord is at woric. At 
Jacksonville a revival has been in progress 
for weeks. At Bloomington there is the 
most powerful work of grace ever witness- 
ed in that village; more than one hundred 
souls are said to five evidence of a saving 
change. At Athens^ a little village in 
Sansamon county, is a very interestisc 
work: and at Alton, the seat of mobs and 
misrule, is one of the most powerful and inte- 
resting works of grace I have known in the 
state. I spent a fow days there last wed(. 
Brother Graves' meeting house was crowd- 
ed to overflowing, and numbers professed 
submission to Gm daily. Wlien I left the 

Elace the work was advancing with una- 
ated interest. The Lord reigns, and it 
may with truth be said, tbirt *^ his ways are 
not our ways.*' Who, in November, 1837, 
would have said, there will be a revival in 
Akon in February, 18381 But so it is. 
It is the Lord's doing, and it is marve^us 
inoureyea. 



lyom JRev. B, Woodbury, JHain^ Wood 
Co., Ohio. 

Had it not been for your asMstanee this 
people would have shrunk in discourage- 
ment from adequate effort, and would have 
now been, in all probability, scattered 
without a name among the thousands of 
Israel, if not entirely swallowed up among 
the unorganized masses around them. 
But now a nucleus has been formed ; and 
future generations will doubtless see the 
deepening roots of the Gospei, its wide- 
spreading foliage and abounding fruits. 
Fhrty-^ix have more come are«nd thelaUe 
of the Lord, hfving covenanted together to 
sustain the commandments and ordinances 
of the house of the Lord. No inconside- 
ble portion of these have come forward in 
the first profosaion of their faith ; a num- 
ber are the lambs of the iodc, who^ with 
their fathers, drink at that rock wiuch fbl- 
bws ua, " and that rock is Christ." 



Tltt aliiireh at Mnmea to luyw enjoyfaig 
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a moat wondfirfiil and gracioui outi^ouring 
of the Holy Spirit, io his itiU, enlighten- 
ing, convincing, and converting influenca. 
Many are bowing to the sceptre of Jesus. 



JPVom Rev, J, H, SmattZf of the German 
Reformed Ckwrck, TreiUon, N. J, 

In my last report, I stated that " our reli- 
gions meetings were frequently and gene- 
rally solemn, and that the good work of 
God here might be characterized as a p'ro- 
traded and progressive revival of reli- 
gion." This language I believe 1 can in 
truth adopt in this report. We have cer- 
tainly enjoyed much of the divine presence 
in our religious meetings during the past 
year, and the Holy Spirit has been opera- 
ting powerfully on the hearts of many per- 
sons of different ages and sexes. This 
blessed work has been deep, solemn, and 
progressive, with no animal excitement, as 
has been witnessed on some occasions in 
other revivals of religion. The most pro- 
found attention and silence, which some- 
times is broken only by a deep, heartrfelt 
aoffh, is not unusual in our assemblies. 
Tears have often been seen flowing from 
poor distressed penitents among us ; out so 
soon as they submitted to the mild and 
merciful sceptre of the Lord Jesus, their 
souls were set at liberty, and a new song 
was put into their mouths, even praise unto 
our God. The man of a large family, in 
company with his bosom companion, toge- 
ther with other heads of families, and 
young men and women, have bowed in the 
sanctuary at the same moment, to receive 
the holy ordinance of baptism. After a 
very careful examination, with respect to 
the doctrines of the Bible, and the duties 
incumbent on professors of religion, thirty- 
two have b€«n received on the profession of 
their faith in Christ, {sixteen of whom I 
baptized,) and three by letter firom sister 
churches, making in the aggregate thirty- 
five admitted to the communion of this 
church since the 22d day of last April. Of 
this number nineteen are males, thus 
making one hundred andfowr in all who 
have fa^n united with this church since its 
organization. A number of heads of fami- 
Kes have recently commenced family wor- 
ship. There are others in the congregation 
whose minds are deeply awakened, and 
who, it is expected, will soon unite them- 
selves with the church. The precise num- 
ber cannot, howev^ , now be stated, but it 
is believed there are eight or ten more who 
are hopefully converted to God, who have 
not yet joined with his people. Besides 
those who have been admitted to the com- 
munion of this church, there are about 15 
persons, who were first awakened in our 
meetings, vbd haT« united themasTves 



1 
within a few months past, with the other 
Cluristian denominations of this city and 
its vicinity. 

Means employed. 

The means employed, under God, in 
producing this ha{4>y state of things, in the 
spiritual interests of the church, were the 
ordinary means of grace — the faithful ex- 
hibition of God's word in preaching— fre- 
quent meetings for prayer and religious 
conversation — seasons for special prayer in 
the closet, as well as in the house of God — 
family visitation, and the application of 
divine truth to individuals in tlieir families, 
or when met alone. We held, also, a sea- 
son of protracted religio«» services in Sep- 
tember last, which was attended with some 
pleasing fruits; and which meeting, we 
nave ^oA reason to believe, was the cause 
of exciting Christians of other churches 
here to a more de^ concern for the salva- 
tion of dying multitudes around us, who 
give no evidence of an interest in the blood 
of Christ. The cause of temperance in 
this con^gation and this city, and its 
vicinity, is certainly advancing. The tem- 
perance society in this church, which is 
constituted on the total abstinence princi- 
ple, numbers now about 140 signers to the 
pledge. Several who were much ^iven to 
mtemperance, have abandoned their cups, 
and become sober, industrious and orderly, 
and church-going persons. 

We have only one Sabbath school con- 
nected with the church, which meets twice 
on the Sabbath, of which I have hitherto 
taken the superintendence. It containa 
about 110 scholars, taught by 10 male and 
11 female teachers. Our Bible class is at- 
tended hy about 100 persons young and 
old, and is very interesting, and there is 
now a brieht prospect of much good being 
accomplished by it. I attend the class onc» 
a week. 



Prom Rev. A. Mils, Litehfleld, Herkimer 
Co., N. Y. 

It will be cheering to you to hear what 
the Lord is doing in this place. ' I recdved 
a commission to labor in this place as the 
Missionary of the A. H. M. S., bearing 
date September 1, 1836. On the 8th of 
January, 1838, 1 was installed as pastor of 
this people. The church, for some time, 
had been without the regular ministrations 
of the word . A course of pastoral visit- 
ing, and neighborhood prayer-mcetin|;s, 
was commenced, which was attended with 
happy results. Our congregations increased ; 
solemnity and interest on the great sub- 
jects of religion became apparent, and sin- 
ners ware found, in some instances, in- 
qaiyln^ the way to ZiMi* 
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. In Decerabtr last the church coneluded to 
commence the present year with some spe- 
cial efforts, under God, for the salvation of 
souls. The second week in January a pro- 
tracted meeting was commenced, which 
continued seyenteen dijys-^our Methodist 
and Baptist brethren unitine with us. 
The meeting was blessed. A powerful 
work of grace was experienced. A great 
work was wrought in the church; there 
was much breaking down before God, con- 
fessing of sin, and returning to duty. More 
than forty from among the impenitent were 
hopefully converted ; many of them cases 
of much interest. The work has had a 
most happy influence on the church. 
An effort has been made during the present 
winter to raise my support among them- 
selves, which has succeeded, and they are 
now promfUy mettifig my vwtUs wiihoul 
calling for aid from abroad. From 70 to 
80 dollars have also been contributed during 
the past year for various benevolent ol^ 
jocts. Sunday schools have been flourish- 
ing, though, from our situation, it is diffi* 



cult to sustain thtm thiiou|h the winter. 

There is a happy state of union among 
Christians of dinerent denominations ; and 
the Lord is still pouring out his Spirit. 
Never before was such a time experienced 
in this town. We have many Univer- 
salists among us, but inroads have been 
made among them *, some of the stoutheart- 
ed have been brought to bow at a Saviour's 
feet; and many who stand like the tall 
" oaks of Bashan," are now trembling. 
Never were the prospects fairer than at 
this moment for a general work of grace. 
Indeed there is reason now to believe, that 
since the present year commenced more 
than one hundred souls, among the different 
denominations have come over to the Lord's 
side. Truly the Lord has " done great 
things for us," and to his name be all the- 
glory. 

"W e have reason to bless God for the as- 
sistance which has been afforded by the A. 
H. M. S., and I trust our gratitude will be 
manifested in more entire devotion to his 



REPORTS OF MISSIONARIES. 



A hajrpy life. 

What is there in the pursuits of the worldly 
great, in the drudgery of avarice, or the strife 
of ambition, to be compared with the way 
m which such men as the writer of the fol- 
^ lowing extract are spending their lives 1 
*' Bora, not for themselves, but £or the good 
of others," they go on their quiet way to 
" spend and be spent'' for the salvation of 
sinners and the glory of Christ These are 
the men who will efdnt in the last day. 
And these, too, are. the men whose spirit, 
no less than their labors, is "doing the 
good, while others make the noise." 

In reviewing the last year, I find much 
to humble me, and much cause of thankful- 
ness. My h^th has been uninterrupted, 
the health of my family has been preserved, 
and, particularly, souls have been converted 
through my feeble instrumentality. God 
gives me favor in the eyes of the people, 
and, blessed be his name, I feel a growing 
devotion to the service of the Lord. During 
a part of the past year, I have labored hard 
in the service of the Redeemer, preaching 
for weeks almost every day, visiting from 
house to house, exhorting and praying with 
the people. I can truly say I have never 
been weary of the service. Myhodyiome- 



times tires, but still I am not weary of the 
work. 



THE PBBSBTTXBY OP SAINT CHABLBS. 

On page 160 of this volume, we presented 
some important statistical foots, showing: 
the claims^ of the state of Missouri to the 
attention of ministers who go to the West 
to do good. We have it now in our power 
to present a statement from a Committee of 
the Saint Charles Presbytery, respecting the 
N. K portion of the state ; and we regret ta 
find that it shows the destitution of Presby- 
terian preaching to be even greater than the 
previous statement. 

The Presbytery of Saint Charles em- 
braces all that part of the state of Missouri 
north of the Missouri river, and east of 
the eoun|ies of Callaway and Chariton, 
havine a territory of more than a hundred 
and fitly miles in length, and near one hun- 
dred in breadth. Within these bounds we 
have twenty churches, scattered over twelve 
counties, and to supply these churches we 
have only four ministers and one licentiate, 
who are not connected with Marion Col- 
lege. There are connected with our Pres- 
bytery eleven ordained ministers ; but nine 
of the eleven are in Marion county, and 
w&rtn of these are offietn in the Oollaga. 
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I^rom tMd ital«meiit, you Me at onoe that 
Moat of our ehurobea are destituie of the 
meaaa of grace. And what shall he done 
10 supplj them'^ Our eyea hate been 
directed to the A. H. M. S., and our i^ 
peala hare heen spread before the public 
vspeatedly, and yet we are no better sup 
plied than we were aevea yeara ago. We 
Kad at that time as many ministers labor- 
ing in this wide field as we have now } and 
dimng this period our population has 
doubled, and more than half our churches 
have been organized. And it is a w^ 
known fiict, tmit the lon^r any people are 
without the stated ordinances of God's 
houscj the less they appear to apprecitite 
them. Unless often remmded of their duty, 
they are too apt to settle down in a state of 
oold indifference^ 

The Presbytery feel, that could a suitable 
person be obtained to visit and arouse our 
ehurehes fhnn their lethargy, that much good 
might be aceomplisbed ; many of our feeble 
chutches might be stimulated to do much 
■lore for the support of the Grospel, and to 
lead a helping hand in all the benevolent in* 
alilutionaof theday ; and wc believe that the 
an^yport of sueh an agent might easily be ob- 
tauMd in those destitute churches which arc 
nowdoingeompeuratively nothing. We have 
laatched the influence of such aa^enciea in 
amr iiater state, and who can tell the amount 
«f good aoeompliahed throueh the perse- 
vering and inaefatisn^le labors of your 
agent in lUhtoisI How many churches 
iMva been excited to do more to sustain the 
Goapd among them, and to relieve the A, 
H* M. 8. from the burden 7 One thing is 
flertai% some plan must be devised, and 
soUM neasurea adopted speedily, or many 
of our churehefl will pine away, and multi- 
iUdea of immortal souls perish. Can you 
not find aotte one oualified for this agency 
ihat you ean ptevafl on to occupy this in- 
mesdiig field 1 

In connexion with the above appeal in 
behalf of a port of liie atate, we give the 
fctt s^ring taatimoiiy to the usefblness of ^ 
A. H. M. Id. hi the vhoU state. It is from 
Ihe report of a Mssibnary. 

It is one thing to read of the good ae- 
connlished through the instrumentality of 
the A. H. M. S.,. and another to witness 
the gieat change that has been wrought by 
those who were laboring under iu patron- 
age« When I look over this state, and 
compare its present condition with what it 

5 as seven years ago, the change is great, 
hen, the three states of Indiana, Illinois 
and Missouri, wece all in one synod; now 
theue is a synod iu each state. We had 
at that time but one presbytery in Mia- 
aouii, we now^ have three*, and m the geo- 1 
YOL* X. 26 



grapUeal Ihnita of the Pml^rr of Baint 
Charles, there were then six smaH churches } 
we have now under the care of our Presby- 
tery twenty-two churches, and most of 
these churches have been gathered, orga-> 
nized, and sustained, by aid fh>m your Bo- 
ciety. Missouri owes the cause of Hon« 
Missions much, and I trust will not he 
backward in paying her debts. 



From Rev, George C W6od\ Paris, Mof^ 
roe Co., Mo, 

My labors for the last quarter have beex^ 
regularly divided between three places in 
this county, except as I have been absent 
to attend sacramental or protracted meet- 
ings in other places. I have witnessed 
some interesting seasons. In several places 
where I have S^en we were blessed with 
the presence of the Lord, and addHiona 
were made to the church ; and had there 
been some faithful servant of Christ there 
to carry forward the work, much good 
might have been accomplished. I am 
the ovZy Presbyterian minister laboring in 
this county, and consequently my field ia 
wide, and demands more labor than I can 
possibly bestow. And then 1 am very fre- 
quently solicited to preach in the adjoining 
counties, in all of which there are more or 
less members of the Presbyterian churchy 
but (with the exception of Marion county) 
not a minister of our denomination* 



Wisconsin. 
Gratitude to the Patrons tf the A. B. M. S^ 

Permit me to assure you, that the re^ 
newal of my commission renews my reso* 
ktions of £uthfube8S| and of more entiie 
consecration to the cause of the Redeeaa^^ 
I have never, till since I came to thia coun- 
try, known what pecuniary embarrassment 
is* I now understand it too well. But I 
trust the darkest time is past; and I hope,^ 
by the blessing of God, I shall soon be able 
to rise above it. I know well what it is ta 
dread the sight of creditors, and I assure 
you the effect of it upon a Missionaiy i» 
exceedingly unhappy. It is true, in taese 
things I am not alone ; almost every one i»- 
in the same condition. 

The kind feelings your Society hap eMr- 
pressed towaird her Missionaries, and the 
unwearied exertions of the Executive Com^ 
mittee for their support, call upon every 
Missionary for humole gratitude, and un- 
wearied diligence in the blessed cause in 
which he is engaged. I feel a deeper sense 
of gratitude than ever before, to your 8o^ 
<^y. under God, for her noble benc^Mtions^ 
and h(^ they will not be lost upoa ON,, 
and this people. 
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Pnily to apptedate the «zprefftoni eon- 
ttmed in the foregoing extract, the reader 
ought to be a witnese of the circumstances 
under which it is written. He ought to look 
around on a careleas community, few of 
whom " care for any of these things," and 
moat of whom regard the minister of the 
cross only as an obstacle to their unhallowed 
achemes of gain and dissipation. Shut out, 
by many a weary mile, from Christian and 
ministerial sympathy, the Missionary bears 
Ills burden alone, in poverty and amid dis- 
eouragement8„ Will you not pray for kirn ? 

ILLINOia. 
F^OaRESS AND RESULTS 

Of Home Missionary efforts in TazeweU 

Co.f Illinois. 

From Rev. F. Bascom. 

1 came to this' county in the summer of 
1833. I selected it as my field of labor, 
rather because I thought it an important 
county in its natural advantages ana future 
prospects, than because it had any one 
place of special importance, or present^ 
any pressing call for immediate effort. I 
located in Pleasant Grove, a sparse country 
settlement, about the centre of the county. 
Methodists, Baptists, Campbellites, Ctua- 
kers, Mormans, Cumberland Presbyteri- 
ans, &c. &c., had 4he ground before me 
throughout the whole region. I was told 
by an old settler, a good Methodist father, 
Ihat there were preachers enough here 
already — no opening, &c. Had I been de- 
pendent on my people for support, I too 
ahould have thought there was no opening, 
mnd should have passed on discouraged. 
But relying on your Society for temporal 
supplies, and on the grace of God to give 
efficacy to his word, f pitched my tent, and 
besan to labor as a Missionary for Taze- 
well county. Brother Babbitt, one of your 
Missionaries, had previously gathered a 
little church at Sand Prairie, of five or six 
memliers, and had left it I commenced 
preaching at that place, at Pekin. at Plea- 
sant Grove, at Washington, (tne latter 
iown was not laid out at that time, the 
nlace was called Holland's Grove,) at 
Mackinaw, &c. Thus I labored a year, 
Always collecting a cabin full wherever I 
prsachedi and accomplishinfi; something in 
the way of Sabbath schools, temperance, 
Ac. DuHng this year there were only two 
or three hopeful conversions under my mi- 
nistry. Seven eighths of my support was 
fyom your Society. 

Tfaie second year a church was formed at 
Washington of ten members, which I sup- 



plied oDoe a nonth. My lab«n wer»«laa 
extended to Peoria, and a church was 
formed there during that year. InPkMiaant 
Grove and Sand Prairie our nuqibera and 
streneth were gradnaliy increasing. About 
the ctose of that year, brother R.»Bamef 
came to my aid at Washington, and bro- 
ther Porter at Peoria. Treaoont bad, in 
the meantime, grown up, requiring my 
attention, and my next year was given to 
Tremont, Pleasant Grove, Pekin, and Sand 
Prairie— still deriving half of my support 
from your Society. 

The next year, Pekin and Sand Prairie 
were left destitute, and my wh<^ time 
given to Tremont and Pleasant Grova, 
still deriving half of my little salary from 
the Home /Missionary Society. At the 
close of that year my church was divided, 
the part over which I am now placed claim- 
ing my whole time, and raising my whole 
support. The other part has obtained the 
services of brother Huntington. 

To sum up the fru^s given in this brief 
sketch, the little church which existed m 
this county in 1833, has increased from six 
members to three M«rci«s, with an aMpa* 
gate of one hundred members. Of tKse, 
probably a little more than one half hava 
been added by letter. Each chuvch is map' 
plied with a minister, who preaches to two 
congregations. Five or six Sabbath sohoals 
are connected with these congre^atiofn, as 
many temperance societies, besides Bible 
and tract societies, &c. One of these 
churches has built a neat and comfortable 
meeting-house^ another Is buildine one, 
and the third is expected to be built neoct 
summer. The three churches do as muefa 
as to support two of the ministers) and thsy 
will probably support the three next year. 

In Peoria, to which I have alluded, tba 
growth has been even greater than here. I 
look around over a floari^ing tract of 
country, embracing the counties of TaaSi- 
well, Peoria, Putnam 4ind Bureau, and I 
see ten Presbyterian ministers and deven 
churches. These constitute the Peoria 
Presbytery. When I came here there was 
but one minister located in all these bouodc, 
and he left soon after. I have been longer 
in the bounds of this Presbytery than any 
other member. All of these churches, with 
one exception, were founded by your Mis- 
sionaries, and nurtured by your aid. With- 
out that aid these churches could not have 
beeh formed, or, if formed^must have 
perished in their infancy. Without that 
aid, these ministers would not, could not 
have been sustained. And where would 
have been our precious revivals, our con- 
verts to Christ, our Sabbath schools, ottr 
benevolent societies, with which Qod has 
crowned our unworthy efforts, and which 
give sore promise of a brighter day 1 If 
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tboM ii4io doiftit *he iMAitjr of ytranrSoeiety 
ooidd come and lode with ungaundioed eyes, 
oe Ihe chaaaeeeffeettd here hy its instru- 
mentality, uiey would be constrainsd to 
acknowledge, " This is the finger of God." 



Fnom Rev, M. Chase^ DammiUe^ Jnd, 

TH£ AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY S0CI5TY 
Nf^PfiO BY THS WEST. 

I hare had an opportunity to learn, and 
been in circumstances calculated to make a 
deep impression on my mind in favor of 
the A. H. M. S. That some other plan 
might have answered the purpose, is ad- 
mitted. But none that was in existence 
could meet the wants of the hundreds of 
little churches, and of extended regions, 
and numerous sections of moral wastes. 
That Society o0ered the assistance which 
the exigencies of the case demanded ; and 
numerous are the churches that have been 
sustained by it from their organization, 
until they have acquired strength to support 
themselves ; and are now among the most 
liberal and efficient branches of the church 
of Christ. And what else could be expected, 
but tteu th^ should imitate that spiiit of 
Christian benevoteoce by which they have 
been nurtured 1 

' I will sive a statement ef facts showing 
the moral condition of the community with 
which I am now best acquainted, and hence 
the necessity of considerable foreign aid, 
that the means of grace may be enjoyed 
here, and in other communities like this. 

/ have now been laboring in this county 
two years, and have preached in many, if 
not in most of its neighborhoods. When 
I arrived, I found a litUe church organized, 
consisting of abovit twenty members, and 
they were all that belonged to our denomi- 
nation in the county, with the exception of 
some four or five. These were scattered 
among a population of eight thousand. In 
this town, there were two male, and one 
female member of our church, among about 
four hundred inhabitants. The whole of 
the property owned by the members of our 
church in town did not exceed eight hun- 
dred dollars. And not one of our people 
in the county could have been worth 
more than one thousand dollars. No meet- 
ing'-house of our's stood to invite the peo- 
t^e to come and worship our Maker and 
Redeemer. ISIany of our members were 
strangers to each other, pQor and disheart- 
en^ Others belonging to our communion 
had come to the county and purehased pro- 
perty, but feeing that the famine of the 
word would.be intolerable, sold and moved 



away to find a> reaidenee more congenial to 
.their moral tastes. Now, should the Gos- 
pel be preached to the poor 1 If so, how 
should it be furnished to them 1 

But besides these things, the influence of 
sceptics added a still deeper shade to the 
picture. They treated me with personal 
respect : and some of them, with even 
marked kindness. But it seemed to be on 
the supposition, that their *' goods" could 
easily be " kept in peace." One of them, 
in a very familiar manner, proposed the 
following question : " Don't you think, 
friend C, i/electricity could be advanced to 
perfection, and some other flqid substituted 
for blood, that human life could be pro- 
longed inaefinitely, or restored if it should 
become extinct!" Another one of the 
same class, asked me if I would read, the 
" Theological Works of Thomas Paine 1" 
Another remarked, that he could "per- 
ceive no difference betweea the Catholic 
and Protestant priests." Another said, 
"if I were sure there was an hereafter, 1 
would look into the Christian system." — 
One of these frequently boasted that he 
could prove by astroncmiy, that the earth 
had been in existence n,(X)0. years; and 
did aciuaU^ aUempt to doit last week, in 
the court-house of this plsbce. I mention 
these things as an illustration of the entire 
renunciation of the light of revealed* truth ; 
at least, so they would have it appear. If 
science has not already began to shine 
with such splendor, as to cause the feeble 
light of superstition to fade entirely away, 
the day is near when its overpowering 
effulgence shall cause the last snadow to 
disappear I 

SkoM these larabs of the Saviour have no 
shepherd to protect them — to feed them — to 
console them^ amid such dangers^ and the 
afflictions common to mankind % And who 
shall afibrd them aid 1 May not all or any 
who love the cause of Christ 1 Will it tie 
a crime at the judgment bar, that your 
Society sent them reuefl* 



THE BOBOBA WAS. 

The moral evils consequent on the civil 
war in Canada, and the military prepara- 
tions made by unquiet spirits in the adjacent 
portions of the United States, are incalcu- 
lable. The regular operation of the means 
of grace has been suspended, in a considera- 
ble degree, along the whole frontier from 



* The writer here alludes to the recommenda- 
tion of the General Assembly of 1837, that the 
A. H. M. 8. ' eeaae opermtioni in the Presbyterian 
Cburehf' 
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Detroit t* liontiMil. Mfo giiM a &w «* 
tnets from IfisBkniary reportB^ in older le 
excite our friends to pray for the deer bre^ 
thren who are laboring is theae unhappy 
drcuiBfltaacee. | 

From, a Missionary in tapper Ccmada, 

I haye nothing to report that is of a 
pleasing nature, but much that is heart- 
eickenin^. My field of tabor has been the 
seat of civil war the greater part of the last 

nter. Ourmeeting-bouse has been taken 
ns for the use of the Gtueen's troops, 
and we are now under the painful necessity 
of meeting for public worship in a dwelling 
house; and also of suspending our BaS- 
bath sehoob and Bible classes. The scene 
of moral desolation is truly appalling. 
Profaneness, intemperance, and the dese- 
cration of the Sabbath, abound. I am quite 
discouraged ; the most I can do ia to try and 
keep the churches together. ' 

FVoma MisfiondTf in Michigan. 

There appears a very general aerioinH 
neas amon^ tfae people. But then are 
. aome Mcoliar obatadea to a revival. The 
Caaaaa. war produces eonataot extntenieal^ 
aiMLat one time, near fifty of the taiuibitaAts 
o# this. viUaga v«lunteei«d, and entered tlie 
aervioeof the(80 called) Patriots; bi» have 
atnaa returned. 

Frot^a Missumary in New- York. 

We hare been hoping and praying for 
better times— that the Lord would visit 
this moral waste with the outpouring of his 
Spirit; but the "ways of vSion" mourn 
still. Sinners are recKless, and Christians 
stupid. Situated on the borders of Canada, 
ana in the immediate vicinity of the scene 
<^ some of its troubles, we see and hear 
more of the hastening to and fro of troops, 
and of the " pomp and circumstance of 
war," than of religion. Strong sympathy 
is manifested by many of our people for 
the " Patriots of Canada,** and as strong op- 
position by others — thus producing cx»nten- 
tention and animeai^ among ourselves. 
Our militia, among whoiq ace many mem- 
bers of the church, have been called out to 
assist in maintainine; our ** national neu- 
trality." A spirit of war pervades almost 
afl dasaes, brmgiag wUHk it its tegicnnate 
fimit, profanenasa, drunkenness, and dese- 
cration of the Sabbath. I have even seen 
ij^and repeatedly too) the trappings of war, 
in the iiotrae of God, worn there, not by 
the soldier on daty, arailing himself of an 
opportunity to worship God, bat by pri- 
vate citizeas, as the badge of party. The 
excilemeiil, however, la sufaMCbag, aad we 
hope there is good yet in store for thta pMK 



pk. SoaaapwtiWiWtiil liw i ili aaeai to 
be weq^ dowB wiifa Oils atiaa cf ihiag% 
and are moarnuig aver tha tealatiotta af 
ZiOB. 

Another, 
Within a week paat^ tfaia whole regioni 
has been put m agitation by an ttnaiicces8> 
ful effort to raiae » fbroa to aid the 
"Patriote" of Canada. A muUitude col- 
lectaA freas variaua tewna, md e w wa e d to 
an island in the Canadian territory. But 
their hearts failed them there; on retreating 
to French Creek, they threw the viUage 
into such a pa * ' -- -^ 

pected wrath 
immediately i 
habitants. K 
tempkted. 1 
audience three 
but such was 
wh(^ intermii 
citous inquiry 
souls, but abo< 
panic. The c 
the absorbing 
mem of Goers cause. 



micbioaM. 

FromikeM^.J.G.Matmttie^LodiPimmt^ 

MUkigmnk 

Mymissio 
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tokena of th( 
evidence that 
of US) and e^ 
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during the y 
any of our f 
to believe, tl 
ceived the W4 
number has ( 
have been ac 
subjects of 1 
We hate ev 
is about to vi 
people begin 
confessing, e 
meeting-mu 



From Rev. E. K SveMs, OMon^Mick, 

Report of lahor far TBSS7. 

yfhert the year begas, reHgfbn, amoag^ 
the members of my church, was lamentably' 
low. The lote cST the world, and the acti-^ 
vfty of the smrnneTi bad apparently wm^xttS 
them* far from QoS^ and mmi the duties of 
religion. TbeicaieandtheUibordf bnimi' 
ittg me t house, dcrring'the 0rae. bad pboeii 
me txyty* IB Qcb in the'connchnr of sty peoples 
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The «addetting: hues of autamii, the impres- 
sive emblem m what we all must sooh be, 
appear to have been employed, by divine 
mercy, to induce a more appropriate state 
of feeling. God's ^people obviously grew 
more thoughtful. We all felt, I believe, an 
increasing sense of our sad condition, and 
the importance of awaking from the long 
sleep of spiritual death. Some means were 
employea for this en^. These means were 
evidently smiled on by Heaven. About 
the beginning of January, ri837,) the feel- 
ing, in and out of the church, was such as 
to require, as we all felt, some special effort. 
We aceordingly commenced a season of 
protracted worship. Gbd was with us in 
this eftbrt. The church, from the beginning, 
harmonious in feeling, were humbled, and 
sweetly melted together in love. In prayer 
their souls drew near to Ood, beinff taught, 
as it appeared to me, by delightful expe- 
rience, what the scriptures denominate the 
" spirit of adoption ;" and, though they 
have not, as in duty bound, kept themselves 
in the love of God, as I be^eve they then 
were, yet I can say, with confidence, that, 
as a church, they have^ot since gone back 
to their former stupidity. 

We have reason to hope, also, that some 
twenty persons were hopefully converted. 
Besides these, were a few individuals Whose 
hopes were revived. 

Grateful acknowledgment of aid. 

And now, dear brother, permit me to pre- 
sent, through you, to the H. M. Society, 
the undissembleid thanks of my church and 
people, for the assistance it has so kindly 
afforded them, and bv which, for two years, 
they have been enabled to enjoy the benefits 
of a living ministry, and other precious 
means of divine grace. Your Society will 
ever live iniheir sweetest recollections, and, 
I trust, by the blessing of God, ever flourish 
in answer to their prayers, and by their 
kind aiHl grateful reciprocation of your 
past fkvors. 



MICHIGAN. 

Prom Rev. C. Q. Clarke^ Webster ^ Mick. 

THE PmsT WEEK IN JANUARY. 

Agreeably to a recommendation of Pres- 
bytery, we spent the first week in January 
in reli^ous exercises. Most of the church 
attended. On Monday we observed the 
annual concert of prayer. Each succeed- 
ing day through tiie week, we met for prayer 
and preaching-. A few of the impenitent 
attended, and there was some feeling among 

VOL. X. 27 



them. But the special benefit resulting for 
the convocation is in the ehurch. A part 
of the members appear deeply interested, 
and we expect that sinnets will be converted 
among us. 

ViUedictory Remarks. 

And now, ray dear sir, I feel that I am 
making a final report to the beloved Society 
under whose patronage I have l^red for 
years. I find that during those years I 
have admitted seventy-six individuals into 
this church by profession of feith; have 
orgaaiized, or assisted in organizing, six 
chuTehes -^ apd have baptized thirty-eight 
adults and eighty children. Although ex- 
ceedingly unworthy, I hope my ministry 
has been owned of the great Head of tile 
church. May God preserve the Society 
which you serve ; increase its means, effi- 
ciency and usefulness, and make it the in- 
strument of hastening on the hour of Jesus' 
triumph ! 



ATTENTION TO SCHOOLS. 

The Missionaries of the A. H. Mr S^ in 
common with other cleigymen, have done 
much for the mterests of education in the 
several districts where they have been sta- 
tioned. This has arisen, not merely from 
the genius of that Gk>spel which they preach, 
and which is eminently the religion of light, 
but the Executive Committee have encou- 
raged them to fbster, and, as fer as practicable, 
to eoangelize the schools where they are sta- 
tioned. In the " General Instructions" fur- 
nished to every Missionary, is found the 
following : 

*' 3. The visiting of schools, and the es- 
tablishment and superintendence of Sab- 
bath schools and Bible classes, are objects 
which claim your carefikl and zealous atten- 
tion, and which the Committee urge upon 
your notice with strong solicitude. These 
measures, dictated by benevolence, and pur- 
sued with Christian humility and kindness, 
will not fail, with the blessing of Gk)d, to 
give you access to the best affections of the 
youth of your charge, and will thus secure 
to you the ddigbtful and important privi- 
lege of mingling a correct and powerfiil 
moral infiuence in the Ivhole system of their 
education. 

" In schools, l^ it be your object to en- 
courage weekly catechetical instruction, 
and daily religious worslup," &e. 

In compliance with these suggestions, 
much has been done to sweeten the foun- 
tains of knowledge, by infusing into them 
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the MiTOttr of heavenly troth. A Missionary 
in Ohio writes as follows : 

I have spent considerable time this win- 
ter in visiting schools. I am one of the 
examiners for the township, and we have 
taken apon us the labor of not onlv ex- 
amining teachers, but of visiting all the 
schools in the township, and giving lectures 
on the subject of education. There seems 
to be more interest on this subject than 
heretofore. 

Another ^ssionary states, that he visited 
,the several schools in his congregation^that 
jeach meets quarterly at the church for an 
exhibition, conducted on Christian princi- 
ples. Many important results are antici- 
pated from the way the affair is managed, 
fovorable to the influence of correct princi- 
ples upon the youth of his charge. 



OHIO. 

Prom, Rev. S. DurUfm^ Eden. 

GOOD DONE. 

In reviewing the year, I cannot report a 
revival ; but I think the tone of piety has 
been rising, and a few have been hopefully 
converted. Since my last report, ten have 
been received to tlie clj^urch, $ve on profes- 
sion, and five by letter, making an acces- 
sion, in all, for the year, of tw^vty-nvui on 
profession, and eleven by letter. Mean- 
, while, two have received letters to other 
churches. This, I trust, is but a part of 
ihe beneficial results of the labors of your 
Missionary; some are now seriously in- 
Quiring, and hundreds have occasionally 
listen^ to preaching who would have other- 
wise been uninstructed. Thus seed has 
loetn sown) which, with a divine blessing, 
may vegetate and bear fruit tp Qod's praise. 



PENNSTLVANU. 

Prom Rev, R. W. Landis^ Jejfersfm- 
viUe^ Pa. 

REFRESHING SHOWERS. 

The first six months of my commission 
has been a season of deep interest with us. 
When I Teported last sprine, we were in 
the midst of a glorious revival. The Lord 
has agaii^ blessed our efforts ; and though 
my health failed a few weeks ago, (my 
enorts were too great,) the interest is still 
kept up, and nearly all our meet^tgs con- 
tinue. At our communion sjome weeks 
since, there were iwilve added on profei 



sion. Some were very interesting cases of 
conversion. One is a gentleman of pro- 
perty, and of considerable influence. He 
immediately commenced a meeting at a 
schoool-house in the neig^iborhopd, (lieveral 
miles from the church^ in the evening. 
The house being too small, he is preparing 
to put up a meeting-house at his own ex- 
pense^ ioj the purpose of ajscpmmodating 
thepeople. 

We expect a number tp unite with us at 
our next communion. 

The revival has not ret ceased In this re- 
gion. It has entered all the denominations 
near us. In one Baptist church, the |>as- 
tor commenced a protracted meeting during 
our revival, and continued it for a number 
of weeks, and in the course 6f his eflbrts bap- 
tized near fifty. Another Baptist brother, 
two miles distant, yesterday baptized forty, 
and the Methodists and Episcopalians are 
likewise very much aroused. 



DESPISE NOT THE DAV OF SMALL THINGS. 

The progress of religious improvement in 
a congregation, is often like the growth of 
vegetationr-no one day is distinguished by 
a sudden increase, but silently and con- 
stantly it grows, the buds open, and the 
blade and the blossom steal forth, and by a 
succesrion of days qf small ffiings, the rich 
harvest is perfected. 

Three ^urths of my time are devoted to 
the interests of the people in this place, and 
the other fourth to a church and congrega> 
tion thirtv miles disunt. In both congre- 
gations the Sabbiath school enterprise is an 
object of constisnt and growing interest. 
In the cpn^reg^tion remote from town the 
people are m me habit of meeting statedly 
upon the 3abbatK when I am not with 
them. The youth and children receive 
such instruction as is ordinarily given in 
Sabbath schools, and every Sabbath recite 
{>ortions of the catechism. In these exer- 
cises it is not uncommon for adults to be 
associated with the youth and children. 
After the close pf these instructions, the 
people of the settlement generally having 
assembled, the elders pf the chureh conduct 
the exercises of public worship by reading 
a sermon, ?inging^ and prayer. That 
church now consists of thirty members. 
The settlement consists of something like 
twenty families. In eight of these the in- 
cense of morni|f)g and evening worship is 
offered upon the domestic altar. When I 
first began to visit the settlement, I think 
there was not one family in which the daily 
worship of God was maintained. The 
change that h^s been wroi^^ht in the morf4 
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and religious character of that part of the 
county is very great and gratifying. Most 
of the families had, in former days, been 
connected with Presbyterian families either 
in Pennsylvania or Scotland, and, from 
their early education, were, in a great mea- 
sure, prepared for the action of the stated 
means of grace. Like other human beings 
who are for years together deprived of the 
institutions of the (fospel, tney fell into 
many practical, as well as theoretical errors, 
and became, to a great degree, insensible of 
the inestimable worth of those privUefge^ of 
which they had so long been deprived. 
But God has since done great things for 
them. And although they have contributed 
towards my support nearly in proportion 
to the amount of time tltat I luive spent 
with them, yet, without Missionary aid, I 
must, for aught that I can see, have left this 
field of labor, and both these congregations 
must have been left without the ministra- 
tions of the Gospel. I ought to have men- 
tioned, that the people of the settlement re- 
ferred to are engaged in erecting a house of 
worship. It is made of hewn logs, and 
when finished will be a comfortable house. 



All our meetings for public worship have 
hitherto been held in a private house. 



NOTICES 

TO TH£ MISSIOMAAISS OF THE A. H. M. S. 

The Missionaries are desired to forward, 
with as nmch promptitude as may be prac- 
ticable, the statistical reports noticed on the 
third pa^ of their commissions, bringuig 
down the results of their labors to April 1st, 

I83a 



Such Missionaries as are in n'eed of tractft 
for distribation in connexion with their own 
labors, and are not able to obtain them from 
their own resources, or from local tract so- 
cieties, are desired^ to state the fact ih their 
next reports to the A. H. M. S. We have 
encouragement that the American Tract- 
Society will furnish, in all such cases, ait 
average amount of 5000 pages each. 



AppoirUmtfUs by the Executive Committee of the A, H. M. S:, from February 15/A to 

March 15^, 1838. 



Rev. Abiel Parmele, Angelica^ N. T. 

Rev. Richard De Forest, North Roeb«Mer, N. Y; 

Rev. Alfred Ketchnm, Bethany, Wayne CoL; Pa. 

Rev. D. R. Dixon, Franklin, Mich. 

Rev. E. S. Huutington, Pleaaant Grove, III. 

Rev. J. Rudy, Ev. Ger. Reformed Ch., Nev-Yoriu 

Rev. C. F. Butler, Georgetown, N. Y. 

Rev. Stephen Ellii, Triangle, N. Y. 

Rev. G. C. Beaman, Burlington, Ohio. 

Rev. N. C Clark, Elgin, IlL 



Not in eommi$sum last year. 

Rev. George Freeman, Perinton, N. Y. 

Rev. Jeese Hoover, German Luth. Ghufch, Fort 

Wayne, Ind.' 
Rev. Gray, Newark and New Providence, 

Ho. 
Rev. Peteg R. Kinney, McGrawville, N, Y. 
Rev. Justin B. Taylor, Massena and South Canton, 

N.Y. 
Rev. S. G. Spefet, Rose Hill Chirrch, New York. 
Rev. J. A. Clark, to go to the Iowa Districts 



The Tfeoiurer of the American Home Missionary Society acknowledges the receipt of 
the following sums, from February Ibth to March Ibth, 1838. 



KASSAtJtmSETTS— 
Amherst Colleger, Mr. Bennett, 
Ancjover, South Parish, 
Oxford, Ladies' Sewing Society, 
Rowe, a Lady, 
Wrentham, Children of the Maternal As- 

sociatiouf by, Mrs. Covell, 
itHODE ISLAND— 

Providence, Bwef. Cong., by B. Dyer, 
CONNECTICUT-- 
Fakfield, Mrs. Elizabeth Sherman, to 

const. Dr. Jeremiah T. D'ennison a L. 

M., 
KilllngTy, Fem. Benci: Soc, Mrs. IL P. 

Holnnn, Sfoc, 



$10 00 

43 65 

SI 50 

SOO 


200 


983 66 


30 00 


ic^ool 



Now-Haten, Free Ch.'8iab. Seh^ in part, 
to const. Francis B. Collins a L. M., 90 00 
J. Maltby, L. D., *n fuH, 70 00 

NoVwieh, Rev. Thomas L. Shipman, V. 
M., »« 

Stonington, Fem. Miss. Soc, to const. 
Mrs. Abby D. Chnkh a L.^ M., 30 00 

JTEW-YORK— 

Brooklyn, Juv. Miss. Soc, by A. W. Ben- 
son, 85^ 1^ 

New-York City, via : 

meceker H. OL, C. N. Talbot, 20 1 D. W. 
C. Olyphant, MO j J. P. Tappan, W, 130 00 

Bowery Ok,, W. W. Chester, W 00 

FiritFru Oh., Ccn^ ^37 
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Mai$on9UOh^ 99 00 
M§reer ft. OIL, T. 8. NeUoo, 50 j D. Cod- 

wiM,50« 100 QO 

Stvenik Pr. Oh,, By Mr. Mead, 57 37 

Sprkig SU Oh^ By S. B. Haltidiy, 19 50 
Bln/V. R. Peters, 5; Mut Mary 

M<Comb,5, 10 00 

Niagara Falli, Ladies' Miss. Assoc. 5 62 
Pleasant Valley Pr. Ch., by Rev. B. F. 

Wile, 3i2 00 

Pleasant Valley West, Mon. Con. Coll., 5 00 

Shelter Island, Mrs. M. L*Hommedieu, 5X> 00 

Woodbourae, Aastin Strong, to eoaet* 

Mrs. Elizabeth B. Stronr a L. M., 30 00 

VIRGINIA— 

Richmond, Rev. A. D. Pollock, 5 00 

LOUISIANA-. 

Plaquemine, N. E. Stoddard, 10 00 

TENNESSEE— 

Murf^eesboro*, by Rev. T. J. Hall, 90 00 

OHIO— 

CHiHford, by Re?. V. Noyes, 95 00 

Lyme Church, by Rev. H. Smith, 95 00 

Friend, by O. R. Kinpbury, 5 00 

HOME MISSIONARY, 90 00 



$139180 
KNOWLES TAYLOR, Tmsureii. 



Rttf, OuIsM If. Jndd MkiwtiiBdgta HU veeipi d/ 
tkefoUomng nmufrom thtJUM of the PkiUdel- 
phiu Agenctftfrom Februarf 151ft to March 15tA, 
1838. 



NEW-JERSEY— 
Bloomfield, balance of Collection, 
Hanover, Pr. Ch'. Coll., in part 7 81 ; 

Fem.H.M.S.,3 50, 
Newark* FirH Chvrcht Ladies, by Mrs. 

L. Pitt, 19 ; Wm. Rankin, 100 ^ Isaac 

Nichols, 30; X N. TuUle, Esq., 90; 

£. P. Pierson, 10, 
Second Churchy Hon. T. Frelinghuyseo, 

40; Mrs. Ann Smith, 5, 
Third Churchy 3. B. Poineer, 
Fourth Church, E. Confer, 5 ; A. Ward, 5, 10 00 
First Free Church, CoU, 99 69 

Orange, First Ch. Coll., in part, 98 19; 

Sabbath School, 18, 
Second Church, to const. Rev. Joseph 

Gallagher Life Member, 
PENNSYLVANIA— 
Bethany, Pa., Pr. Church, to const. Rev. 

Alfred Ketchum a Life Member, 



90 19 
11 31 



179 00 



45 00 
15 00 



46 19 
50 OO 



30 00 



$49994 

ReeeipU of the WeHern Agency ut Oeneva, M Y. 
* from Janmury 12th to F^ruurf 19<A, 1836. 

Bath, by Ira GouM, Esq., 13 00 

Benton, by Rev. Mr. Backus, 37 00 

Bergen, Rev. S. Griswofd and Wife, 5; 
A.L.Andrus and Wife, 10; A.WiI. 
cox, 5; J. Watson, 3 ; Deacon A. Wat- 
son, 7 ; Deacon J. Gibson, 5^ Others, 
31 ; by Rev. S. Grtswold, 

Biranchport, Ladies, 14 75 ; Others, 9 50; 
by Rev. R. L. Porter, 

Bnffalo, First PresU Church, Hiram Pratt, 
Eaq., 
Second Presb. Chnrok, Rcvt h C. 

Lord, 
Ladies, 

Barton, by Rev. S. Hubbard, 

Caaoga, Rev. Mr. Mason, 

ChapIasviBe, 

Clarence, by Rev. M. N. Mitos, 

C^de, by Rev. Mr. Fiaher, on $1 pfon, 
inpwV 



66 00 

17 95 

195 00 

95 00 
7100 
13 00 
500 
7 79 
90 00 

37 501 



Eden, by Rev. Mr. Sessions 

Hector, by Rev. Mr. Piatt, 

Hopewell, Mr. Babcock, 5 ; Othera, If 61 
Ladies* M.Sn 8 19, 

Junius, by Rev. M.P. Sqoier, 

Mayvttle, by R. Smith, 

Middleport, 

Mead's Creek, by Rev. Hugh Carlisle, 

Naples, by Rev. J. C. Morgan, 94 65 ; 
Fem. Sew. Soc, 8 66; Jnvenile Dor- 
cas Soc., 4, 

Ossian, 

Pen Yan, balfince, 

Peraville, by Rev. Mr. Scott, 

Pike, Coll., 90: Ladies' M. S. to oesst. 
Rev. E. Hyde a Life Member, 34, 

Pittsford, in part, 

Prattsbul-gh, B. Bridges, 10 ; E. Bridget, 
. 5; Others, 10 H 

Richmond, by Rev. Mr. BiUlngtoo, 

Romulus, by Rev. Mr. Barton, 

Rose, by E. Flint, 

Scipio Square, by Rev. E. Avery, 

Bodus,by Rev. J. Merrill, 10 75; La- 
dies, 4 50, 

Vienna, Z. Wheeler, 10; Ladies, 9i 
Others, in part, 9 95, 

Waterloo, 

West Groton, by Rev. J. Iveeoa, 

Woloott, by Rev. N. Merrill, 

Yates, by Rev. R. Dunning, 90: La 
dies, 4, 



695 
15 00 


''«73 

900 

10 00 

5 00 

17 00 


37 31 
400 
700 
400 


54 00 
17 00 


9»14 

4a ou 

30 75 
19 00 
15 00 


15 9» 


' 5r795 
50 00 
10 00- 
V7 4S 


94 00 



$938 60 



ReeewU of the Otntrml Jroncy ml Utiea, K T^ 
from Jamuary llth to Fehruary 170, 1838L 

Bridgewater, ^ 

Cassville, 

Copenhagen, 

Denmark, 

Eaton Village, 95; E. D. WiUis, 5, 

Exeter, by S. P. Storrs, 

Guilford, in Aill, to const. Rev. Edwin 
Bronson a Life Member, 

Homer, Mon. Con. Coll., by Dr. Brad- 
ford, 

Leyden, 

Mexico, East Village, 

AlexioovHle, 

New-Haven, by P. Clark, 

New-York Mills, 

Richland, 1>y R. Robinson, 

Rome, First Church, 31 96; J. W.. 
Bloomfield, 50, 

St. Lawrence Co., D. VL S., 

Turin, 

Vernon Center, by Rev. A. Hough, 

West Leyden, 16 06; Rev. R. Kim< 
ball, 11 10, 

Whhesborough, by Deacon Holbrook, 

$400 Off 

Rn, Albert Hole Mknowledgeo the rees^t of ih^ 
foUowmg tumo i» HUnoie, r 



937 


19 00 


19 50 


500 


30 00 


19 0» 


10 00 


90 00 


14 59 


iiro4 


3^34 


800 


96 Wl 


47 00 


8196 


90 00 


99 95 


9 19 


97 16 


600 



Canton, by N. Jones, Treasurer, 

Jacksonville, Pfesb. andCongregatiwial 
Churches, 

Q^incy, 

Springfield, E. S. Phelps, &; E. B. Haw- 
ley, 5 ; J. A. Hawley, 5; J. L. Lamb 
and Wife, 10; J. Paihe, 1; MiM 
Camp,0 50; Charlotte Gra<iy, 1 ^Mrs. 
Mat&er,90'; C6\U»m, 

Upper Alton, Mrs. Long, 



90 60 



94 50 
990 00 



87 87 
50 
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tlt£TOaBS OP REAL OHARMTTERS, CONTERSATIONS, AND STRIKING FACTS, FURN18HE9 
OHIBFLT BY CLEROTMBN. 



MSM0I9 OF A CHILD WHO DIED AT THE 
AGE OF SIX YEARS. 

H. B. R, was the bob of parents pro- 
fessedly ptous, and was early pren to 
Qod in baptism. He was distinguish- 
ed for rather an unusual degree of 
bodily activity and sprightliness. His 
disposition was affectionate. Viewing 
him as an immortal soul conunitted to 
thtir charge, his parents were anxious 
to impart to him that instruction which 
would tend to n^e him wise to eter- 
nsd life. He was early taught that 
the Bible is Clod's book, and that its 
precepts were binding on hiuL. He 
was taught to pray ; and has been 
known xepeatediy, when convinced 
that he had done wrong, to kneel 
down and ask Qod to forgire him. 
An instance is recollected, when com- 
ing to his mother and referring to 
something which he had said b^ore, 
he said, <^ I did not say that just right ; 
shall I kneel down and ask God to 
forgive me?" This tenderness of 
conscience was more apparent during 
the last few months of his life, and 
on one occasion in the time of his last 
sickness, led to a mild reproof of one 
of his parents. One morning, after a 
very resdess night, having been dis- 
turbed by some conversauon with an 
assistant, he said in the most afiec* 
tionate manner, '^ you did not say very 
true last night, you said you would 
not talk, but you did." 

The manner of his praying showed 
that he did not consider it an empty 
form. He evidently believed in the 
efficacy of prayer, and felt that he was 
addressing a holy Qod« 

He was rather backward in learn 
inff to read ; but began a few months 
before his death to read a little in 



the Bible. He heard at the Sabbath 
school the hymn beginning " When 
little Samuel woke," and eame home 
strongly impressed with the idea that 
Samuel must be a very happy child, be- 
cause Qod was his friend. He often 
repeated 

" It Qod should speak to me^ 
And say he was my friend, 

How happy should I be. 
O how woukl I attend !'' 

He wanted to find '^ that place which 
tells about little Samuel," and was 
delighted with the promptitude with 
which Samuel answered ** here am 
I," and the readiness with which he 
prepared to obey the command of God, 

He committed passages of scripture 
to memory,and was accustomed toask 
many questions^ One day he found the 
text in Lamentations, ^' Let us lift up 
our hearts with our hands to God in the 
Heavens." He asked the meaning of it* 
The opportunity was embraced to ex- 
plain wnat is meant by lifting op the 
neart to God, and it is oelieved that he 
obtained a distinct idea of the meaning 
of the expression, one which he re- 
tained, and which was useful to him. 

When a littk more than six years 
of age, he was taken sick with 
putrid sore throat. His nervous 
system was for a few days much 
disordered, and he was much exer- 
cised with pain; but his nerves be- 
came more composed, and he was at 
times mostly free from pain during 
the last week of his life. Through 
his whole sickness he was impressed 
with the idea that he should not live, 
and frequently said ^ I shall die: I am 
so sick I cannot live." This gave rise 
to frequent conversations on religious 
subjects, and oppoitnnities were taken 
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to lead his mind to the Saviour of 
sinners; and it was observed that he 
was most inclined to this kind of con- 
versation in the intervals when com- 
paratively free from pain. He often 
spoke of his death to his mother, but 
always added. **You must not cry." On 
one occasion ne said, " Mother, pretty 
soon you will see your little boy deaa, 
but you must not feel bad." She re- 
plied, " I should be very sorry to lose 
ydU ; you are all the little boy 1 have. 
Do you. not wish to lircp and be a 
man ?" He replied, " It is better to 
die;" and looking earnestly at her said, 
** Mother, if God takes me to Heaven 
you wont cry." About four days be- 
fore his dea<n he was asked, " Where 
do you think you shall go if you die?" 
After a short pause, he said, " I shall 
go to the bad place. Do pray — where 
is my father? Why did not he pray 
before he went out ?" Prayer was 
offered, but his mind became more 
concerned. He said, " Is God angry 
with me because I do not pray when 
I am so sick?" He was told that he 
might pray as he lay in his cradle, 
that if he was sorry for his sins, Grod 
would hear his prayer — God had said 
" they that seek me early shall find 
me" — that Christ when on earth said, 
**suflfer little children to come unto 
me." and that he still loves little chil- 
dren who are sorry for their sins — 
that if he was sorry, and asked God 
from his heart to forgive him, his 
prayer would be heard. He offered 
several petitions 8ls he lay in his cra- 
dle ; but at length said, " Mother, I 
want to kneel down and pray." He 
was told that he was two weak — " No," 
said he, "I can, if you will help me, and 
I want to pray once more." He was 
assisted to kneel, and' supported, and 
raised his eyes to heaven, and while 
the tears was streaming down his 
cheeks, he prayed most earnestly that 
Grod would forgive his sins. His father 
soon came in. The moment the door 
opened he cried out, with a degree of 
earnestness which will not soon be 
forgotten, " Father, pray." What do 
you want me to pray for 7" " That 
God would forgive my sins and take 
me to heaven." He said, •* When 
the doctor comes, do ask him to pray ; 
before he looks in my mouth, I want 
him to pray." His physician soon 



came in, when calling his mother to 
him, in a whisper he reminded her of 
his request. Altera little conversation 
with him, his request was complied 
with. Soon after this his mind be- 
came perfectly composed, and his only 
anxiety was lest his mother should 
grieve at losing him. He several 
times said, " I do love you, my dear 
mother, but you must not cry when I 
am dead." On one occasion he was 
asked, " Are you not afraid to die?" . 
"No, I loreGiod, and want to go t& 
heaven." The question was repeat- 
ed — "What makes you ask me twice ? 
I have told you that I love God — is it 
wicked not to be afraid to die?" He 
several times requested some one to 
pray with him, and his invariable pe« 
lition was, "that God would forgive 
his sins and take him ta heaven ;" aikl 
never during his sickness did he ex^ 
press any wish to live. 

Two or three days before his death^ 
he called his sister to his bed side, and 
referring to a sqnirrel which had a 
short time before been brought to him 
by an acquaintance, said *'' M. when I 
am dead you shall nave my squirrel,"' 
and requesting a piece of money which^ 
belonged to him to be given to a poor 
widow, he appeared to have done with 
the concerns of this world : and it is 
with a degree of confidence hoped, that 
his peace was made with God. 

In the afternoon and evening of the 
last day of his life, he was for some 
time evidently failing — was in much 
pain, and at length wished to be re- 
moved from his cradle to a large beds- 
it was done. He stretched out his 
limbs, and said in a whisper, with 
the utmost eomposure, " I am dying." 
"Do you thiuK you are dying my 
son?" "Yes, I am dying*" Are^ 
you afraid to die?" " No." Another 
question was asked him, kit he was- 
unable to answer it, and in a few 
minutes ceased to»brea^e. 



DEATH-BED FAITHI*ULNESS. 

We are not at liberty to despise the 
day of small things. Error may ad- 
vance, by little and little, until it shall 
jeopard the immortal interests of a 
whole community; and when it has 
taken fast hold of the public mind, 
that hold may be essentially weak- 
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eued, if not eflGectually destroyed, hy \ 
an instrumentality that the errorist 
may regard with contempt as too in- 
significant to be feared. The facts 
about to be given will illustrate these 
remarj^s. 

The town of is in the only 

state in the Union in which Unita- 
rianism has, to any considerable ex- 
tent, exerted an influence in the com- 
munity. The First Church in this 
town was organized in 1746, and at 
the time of its organization, received, 

as its pastor, the Kev. Mr. M . 

In the language found upon his tomb- 
stone, he was an " orthodox;" "preacher 
of the great redemption hy Jesus 
Christ." A few are still livmg who 
sat under his ministry in their child- 
hood, and who distinctly remember 
the character which theiriarentsgave 
of his ministrations. They testify | 
that he faithfully exhibited the great 
doctrines of the Gospel, and that his 
preaching was addressed to the heart 
and conscience of the sinner, clearly 
showing him his entire depravity, and 
directing him to the atonement made 
by Jesu^ Cbrist as his only hope of 
salvation. The confession of faith 
and the covenant of the church, so- 
lemnly bound its members to sustain 
these instructions as accordant with j 
their own belief and vows. After a] 
ministry of about twenty years, this 
good man slept with the fathers, leav- 
ing the church upon the only founda- 
tion of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner 
stone. 

His successor, Kev. Mr. W , 

was of a different stamp. In the earlier 
stages of his ministry nis views were 
decidedly Arminian. To sustain 
these he found it necessary to remove 
the " ancient landmarks," and, one 
by one, thev were taken away. The 
removal ot the first was unnoticed. 
The day of small things, as threaten- 1 
ing the most precious doctrines and 
practices of the church, was suffered i 
to pass without attracting attention. 
The ininister himself advanced from 
Arminianism to moderate Socinian- 
ism, so gradually, and so generally I 
carried along with him his people,! 
that there were but few who marted 
any change. The confession of faith 
was first modified, and then thrown 



aside on the ground that creeds are 
unscriptural. The^covenant was made 
less strict in i^s requisitions, that the 
door of admission to the church might 
be more widely opened. Thus the 
labors of nearly fifty years left almost 
no traces of " orthodox" adherence to 
*' the great redemption by Jesus 
Christ." except in a very few, who felt 
the innuence of the preceding minis- 
try. At length this man went to ren- 
der an " account of his stewardship." 

The period had now come when 
Arminianism among the Congieg^- 
tionalists was swallowed up in Uni- 
tarianism. There was no longer any 
middle ground between the latter and 
the genuine orthodoxy of New-Eng- 
land. The majority of the people had 
ceased contendmg "for the faith once 
delivered to the saints." Such a suc- 
cessor was chosen as would naturally 
be anticipated from the. character and 
preaching of the last occupant of the 
pulpit. A few gray heads were found 
protesting against departure from the 
" good old way," but they were un- 
heeded. The Key. Mr. A , an 

avowed Unitarian, was settled. Amia- 
ble in his social intercourse, coiTect in 
his deportment, and interested in pro- 
moting the intellectual improvement 
and temporal prosperity of his people, 
all opposition was soon quieted, and 
the gray headed believers in the true 
Christian faith did little else than che- 
rish the hope for better days for Zion. 
A few had become Baptists, and a 
church of that denomination had been 
organized, but it produced but little 
changes in the views of the mass of 
the people. They still heard and be- 
lieved enor. 

But at length God prepared the way 
to give that for which some had long 
hoped and prayed. We have seen 
error gradually banishing truth, and 
from small beginnings proceeding to 
the almost entire accomplishment of 
its object. And now, while the re-es- 
tablishment of truth on the basis of 
Congregationalism was not to be 
effected thus gradually, there was at 
least, if we speak as men, as great a 
disproportion of the cause to the efiect. 

As a leading instrument in effecting 
the change already hinted, God fixed 
on a youth just entering manhood. 
This youth was full of promise tp his 
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thonglitless associates^ as one rising 
into active life un^er influences, and 
with a character that would sustain 
the sentiments they adopted, and help 
to perpetuate the amusements whicn 
furnisned them their chief sources of 
happiness. His personal appearance, 
his frankness of heart and superiority 
of mind, made him a choice compa* 
nion, and gave him an unusual degree 
of influence with his associates. He 
was fully prepared, as were others 
around him, to hand down the existing 
stafb of things to anothier generation. 
But God purposed otherwise. 

In the summer of 1831 he was 
placed in an academy where the in- 
fluence was decidedly evangelical. 
While absent his health failed, and he 
was returned to the parental roof with 
the deadly consumption fixed upon 
him. His personal beauty faded, and 
his mind and heart became lost to the 
charms of earth. His parents were 
pious, and had been accustomed, as 
circumstances permitted, to resort to a 
neighboring town to hear the Gospel 
in its purity, and he who ministered 
to them from the pulpit became the 
minister of this young man in his sick 
chamber. Prayers and labor were not 
in vain. He felt his sinfulness, and, 
as was believed, repented] he saw 
Christ as the only Saviour of sinners, 
and exercised faith in him. 

He had lived twenty years in sin, 
and what he would ao for God on 
earth he must do soon, and upon his 
dying bed- Many of his companions, 
of their own accord, visited him, ana 
he warned them of their danger. 
Others he Requested to call upon him, 
and to them he gave the Christian's 
counsel. He selected his watchers 
with a view to doing good. None 
were unwilling to listen to his admo- 
nition. The results of his faithful- 
ness were apparent ; some were made 
deeply solemn; some relinquished 
their cherished systems of error; 
some were anxions, and some sought 
the way of life and found it. The 
few who had hoped and prayed for a 
change were encouraged, and saw ap- 
proaching the dawn of a new day. 
The youth himself caught the spirit 
of the change he could only anticipate. 
He asked, as his dying request, th#t 
his fsuher would at once make an effort 
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permanently to establish in the place 
the preaching of the Gospel, as he had 
heard it on his death-bed, and desired 
that a certain sum might be given in 
his name to secure this object. He 
requested the clergyman who attended 
him to address the youth at his funeral 
from the text, " Seek ye first the king- 
dom of God, and his righteousness." 
He had done what he could ; and in 
the January following. ( 1832, ) breathed 
his last. At his ourial his com- 
panions received a solemn and af- 
fectionate warning, and carried him to 
his long home, not without feeling the 
effects of his deathrbed faithfulness. 
While the departed youth^ his en- 
couragement to Christians, his warn- 
ings to sinners, his dying request, and 
his pallid countenance, were still fresh 
in the recollection ot all, his father 
entered upon his promised work. Im- 
mediately a subscription was raised ; 
preaching Was obtained; a religious 
society was organized, and arrange- 
ments were made for building a house 
of worship. There was a thorough 
awaking ^^ from the long sleep of 
death." In February the writer of 
this preached for the iew in an ^^ upper 
room," on the first Sabbath of their 
assembling. In April a church was 
organized consisting of thirty-five 
members. A house of worship was 
erected, and at its dedication, m the 
October following^ the writer became 
their pastor. During four years of his 
ministry the church more than dou- 
bled, and more than five hundred dol- 
lars, were given to various benevolent 
objects, while constant and noble ef- 
forts were made to sustain the gospel 
at home ; — and all to be traced to the 
decUh-b&i faithfulness of that beloved 
youth, ije was never seen by the 
writer, but his memory is precious. In 
his heart, and in the hearts of many 
others, it is imperishably embalmed. 
The Christian career of this youth was 
short but blessed. In a few fleeting 
days, he did what eternity shall not 
undo. He left to generations, yet 
unborn, a glorious inheritance ; for the 
time shall come when all that people 
shall be delivered from the thraldom 
of error ; and for their deliverance they 
shall praise God through eternity, 
as connected with his iemh-hedfaim- 
fulness. 
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